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The following file is part of the A. F. Budge Mining Ltd. Mining Collection
ACCESS STATEMENT

These digitized collections are accessible for purposes of education and research. We
have indicated what we know about copyright and rights of privacy, publicity, or
trademark. Due to the nature of archival collections, we are not always able to identify
this information. We are eager to hear from any rights owners, so that we may obtain
accurate information. Upon request, we will remove material from public view while we
address a rights issue.

CONSTRAINTS STATEMENT

The Arizona Geological Survey does not claim to control all rights for all materials in its
collection. These rights include, but are not limited to: copyright, privacy rights, and
cultural protection rights. The User hereby assumes all responsibility for obtaining any
rights to use the material in excess of “fair use.”

The Survey makes no intellectual property claims to the products created by individual
authors in the manuscript collections, except when the author deeded those rights to the
Survey or when those authors were employed by the State of Arizona and created
intellectual products as a function of their official duties. The Survey does maintain
property rights to the physical and digital representations of the works.

QUALITY STATEMENT

The Arizona Geological Survey is not responsible for the accuracy of the records,
information, or opinions that may be contained in the files. The Survey collects, catalogs,
and archives data on mineral properties regardless of its views of the veracity or
accuracy of those data.


http://maps.google.com/maps/place?q=Arizona+Geological+Survey&cid=17499330617712548165�
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?q=Arizona+Geological+Survey&cid=17499330617712548165�
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?q=Arizona+Geological+Survey&cid=17499330617712548165�
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?q=Arizona+Geological+Survey&cid=17499330617712548165�
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?q=Arizona+Geological+Survey&cid=17499330617712548165�

S L ===
= :‘i‘

A
3

e <
R
-~ 3
N ~/
s «/
P D4

MEMORANDUM

FROM:  Arizona Dept. of Mines and Mineral Resources

DATE: October 20, 1989

It’s a pleasure to distribute some good news for change. A1l mining interests,
especially those with claims on U.S. National Forest lands will pleased with

the attitude expressed in the attached policy statement by Chief Forester F.
Dale Robertson.

Additionally, I want to remind you that we have a toll free "1-800" number to
our Phoenix office which can be used in calling us from anywhere in Arizona
It is 1-800-446-4259. Our Tucson office is open and staffed by an engineer
Monday and Tuesday of each week from 8 A.M. to 5 P.M. Further, on Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays our Tucson office phone number, 628-6340, automatically
rings in our Phoenix office at no additional charge to the caller.

Enclosures

STATE OF ARIZONA

- i- DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES £52 D

Mineral Building e State Fairgrounds ® Phoenix, Arizona 85007
(602) 255-3791

416 W. Congress ® Suite 190 ® Tucson, Arizona 85701 e (602) 628-5399
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MEMORANDUM September 29, 1989

CONGRESS

FOUNDED 1897 TO:

Suite 300

AMC Public Lands Committee and Associates

1900 N & N, State Mining Associations--Noncoal

Washington, D.C. 20036 .
202/861-2800 FROM: Keith R. Knoblock
TWX 710/822-0126

Easylink: 62756020 RE:
John A. Knebel

President

Forest Service Minerals Program Policy

F. Dale Robertson, Chief of the Forest Service, has sent
a memorandum (enclosed) to Regional Foresters which stresses the
importance of mineral resources on National Forests and directing
adherence to the minerals program policy.

He said, "there are indications that this policy is not
understood by some of our line and staff officers" and asked that
forest supervisors and regional staff be made aware of the
responsibility to comply with this policy.

Robertson also stressed the importance of meeting regu-
lation timeframes for approval of mineral operations. He said
that "unreasonable delays are unacceptable."

Enclosure

RECEIVED

CCT 031589

DErT. OF MINES &
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FOREST SERVICE
MINERALS PROGRAM POLICY

The availability of mineral and energy resources within the National Forests
and Grasslands significantly affects the development, economic growth, and
defense of the Nation. The mission of the Forest Service in relation to
minerals management is to encourage, facilitate, and administer the orderly
exploration, development, and production of mineral and energy resources on
National Forest System lands to help meet the present and future needs of the

Nation.
The Forest Service administers its mineral program to:

1. Encourage and facilitate the orderly explorationm, development, and
production of mineral and energy resources within the National Forest
System in order to maintain a viable, healthy minerals industry and to
promote self-sufficiency in those mineral and energy resources
necessary for economic growth and the national defense.

2 Ensure that explorationm, development, and production of mineral and
energy resources are conducted in an environmentally sound mannexr and
that these activities are considered fully in the planning and
management of other National Forest resources.

3. Ensure that lands disturbed by mineral and energy activities are
reclaimed for other productive uses.

The Forest Service policy is to:

1. Process mineral applicationms, operating plans, leases, licenses,
permits and other use authorizations efficiently and timely.

2 Ensure that mineral resource programs and activities are a part of the
planning and management of the National Forest System through the land
and resource management planning process (FSM 1922), recognizing that
mineral development can occur concurrently or sequentially with other

resource uses.

3 Plan and provide for access to and occupancy of National Forest System
lands for mineral resource activities, consistent with the overall
management objectives and the rights granted through statutes, leases,
licenses, and permits. Eliminate or prevent occupancy that is not
reasonably incident to and required for mineral operatiomns.

4, Ensure prior to applying for the administrative withdrawal of National
Forest System lands from mineral entry, the consideration of (a) the
national interest in strategic and critical minerals (b) the value of
the mineral resource foregone (¢) the value of the resource or
improvement being protected (FSM 2760) .

3 Ensure that valid existing rights have been established before allowing
mineral or energy activities in congressionally-designated or other
. withdrawn areas.

6. Coordinate and cooperate with other Federal and State agencies having
authority and expertise in mineral-related activities.
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FOREST SERVICE
MINERALS PROGRAM POLICY

Maintain an effective professional. technical, and managerial work
force that is knowledgable in mineral exploration and development.

Ensure the uniform application of exploration, development, and
reclamation standards.

For all mineral exploration and development proposals that would create
environmental disturbance require a reclamation plan to return the land
to other productive uses consistent with land and mineral management
goals.

Showcase mineral development on the National Forest System to
demonstrate harmony with other resources and land uses.



United Statas Forast wo
Department of Service
Agriculture

Reply to: 2800 Date: September 15 198%

Subject: Minerals Program Policy .

distributed g another
membershxp service by the
American Mining Congress

To: Regional Foresters

The enclosed Forest Service Minerals Program Policy is summarized from FSM
2800 Zero Code.

I want to personally stress the importance of mineral resources on the
National Forests and Grasslands and their development. It is imperative that
all of our people understand and follow this policy.

JThere are-indicaticns tKat th#g policy i3 not understood by some of our Line
@ Staff Officers. We must ail ensure that this policy is recognized and
#£0Il8wed. Therefore, I am asking all Regional Foresters to personally ensure
that Forest Supervisors and Regional Staff are aware of thelr responsibility
for compliance with this poliecy.

I also wanc,;a.stress the impertance of meeting regulacory timeframes for .
approval of mineral operations. Unreasonable delays are unacceptable.

In the review and implementation of this policy, I am further asking that the
following be emphasized:

a. A key objective of the minerals program is to encourage and
facilitate the orderly exploration, development, and production of mineral
resources.

b. Demonstrate that minerals can be extracted from National Forests and

Grasslands in a way that is sensitive to other resource values and uses of the
land.

c. Managers must develop a good understanding of the mlnerals indusctry,
its practices, and the mineral laws and regulations.

d. The Forest Service and industry must develop a strong working
relationship so that problems are solved at the ground level and not unduly
elevated to the Regional or Washington Offices.




Regional Forestcers 2

e. Visibility and interaction with the minerals industry must be
increased at all levels of the organization by attendance and participation of
Line Officers and appropriate staff at industry and professional association

activities and meetings.

£. Assure that directories, organization charts, and receptionists
direct the mineral industry to personnel who have minerals administration
responsibilities.

/s/ George M. Leonard (for)

F. DALE ROBERTSON
Chief

Enclosure

cc: Forest Supervisors
Discrict Rangers
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A.F. Budge (Mining) Limited

4301 North 75th Street
Suite 101
Scottsdale, AZ 85251-3504

(602) 945-4630
FAX (602) 949-1737
March 14, 1990

Mr. Steve R. Plevel

District Ranger

USDA Forest Service

Coronado National Forest

Santa Catalina Ranger District
5700 North Sabino Canyon Road
Tucson, Arizona 85715

Dear Mr. Plevel:

A.F. Budge (Mining) Ltd. appreciates the February 22 telephone
call from Bill Lewis, Lands and Mineral Staff, which followed a
February 21 visit by Bill and a representative of the Sierra Club
to our Korn Kob mineral exploration site in Pima County. This
letter addresses your concerns resulting from this trip, which
are roads, oil on drill roads, and film on a Buehman Canyon
pool. Budge Mining also acknowledges the March 2 letter from
your office concerning these issues.

Roads

Concern was expressed about the 1location of a few drill road
segments. The exploration plan map showing proposed roads
approved September, 1989 was 1 inch = 200 foot scale, 80 foot
contour interval. Budge Mining roads were put in based on this
original map and topography. In early 1990, after roads were
constructed, Budge Mining completed a more detailed 1 inch = 100
foot scale, 5 foot contour interval topographic map of the area
which is attached to +this letter. Various road classifications
are color coded on this map. Yellow designates roads on Forest
land constructed prior to Budge Mining. Orange shows roads on
Forest land approved for construction September, 1989, but as yet

not constructed. Green indicates roads constructed by Budge
Mining on Forest land. Referenced road segments are lettered or
numbered.

DIRECTORS: A.F. Budge, O.B.E., C.Eng., F.I.C.E., F.LH.T.; Mrs |. Budge; 7602 Clearwater Parkway, Paradise Valley, AZ 85253
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March 14, 1990

Budge Mining letter to

Mr. Steve R. Plevel, USDA Forest Service

Minor changes in the 1location of a few Budge Mining constructed
road segments were made due to actual field considerations.
Again, the attached detailed map was not available when roads

were constructed. Roads were locally rerouted along contour
rather than across steeper terrain routes. This reduced the
chances of erosion, made better reclamation easier, and provided
safer access. Reroutes are constructed road segment "A" which
replaced road segment 1, constructed road segment "B" which
replaced road segment 2, constructed road segment "C" which
replaced road segment 3, and constructed road segments "D" and
"E" which replaced road segments 4 and 5. Constructed roads "F"
and "G" were put in to provide geological test information in
open data areas which were not previously recognizeable on the
larger scale map submitted with the exploration plan. Again
these two roads are along contour, are not in significantly
erodeable situations, and will be relatively easy to reclaim.

The very preliminary best estimate of a possible future mining
pit limit on Forest land is outlined on the attached map in order
to show that possible future mining would remove all of Budge
Mining road construction on Forest land completed to date. By
showing this outline it is not indicated that Budge Mining
currently has plans to start a mine there.

It is Budge Mining's understanding that orange colored roads
numbered 6-14 on the attached map are approved by the Forest
Service for construction. We do not have current plans to
construct these roads but reserve approval to do so.

0il on Drill Roads

Bill mentioned that during his visit he noticed two larger areas
(4 x 8 ft dimensions one area) of diesel or o0il spills, and
several much smaller oil or fuel spots along drill roads. It is
Budge Mining's understanding that the two larger concentrations
were caused by an hydraulic line breaking loose from the drill
rig in one place and a small diesel overflow during drill rig
refueling in the other. The lesser oil spots along the drill
roads are a result of small leaks from drill engines or perhaps
hydraulic pumps. 0il drippings and contaminated soil cleanup is
ongoing and will be completed as soon as possible. In the
future, o0il or diesel drippings will be contained by appropriate
ground cover placed beneath drill equipment.
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March 14, 199¢C

Budge Mining letter to

Mr. Steve R. Plevel, USDA Forest Service

Budge Mining Korn Kob project drill holes are being plugged
according to Department of Water Resources regulations. Plugging
by the drill contractor began March 2 and is intended to be
completed by March 20.

Film on Buehman Canyon Pool

Bill alsc notecd a sheen or film on a Buehman Canyon pool. The
site in question was examined by Budge Mining March 1 and an
iridescent film was observed. The film may be a naturally
occuring organic compound, as local stagnant pools are laden with
zlgae and decaying leaves. Adcditionally, abundant cattle feces
and hoof prints were noted &at nearby upstream canyon pools,
another possible source of this water surface film.

The only activity Budge Mining has near the pool in question is
infrequently traversing the nearby pre-existing access road
during the course of exploration activities. This road is also a
major local access route for ranchers, hunters, and
recreationalists. Our exploration activities, including
drilling, are located 1.0 miles west-southwest of the pool in
guestion.

This situation will be further -evaluated by an independant
consulting firm. Budge Mining understands the importance of
protecting the Buehman Canyon riparian ecosystem and would
therefore like tc resclve this matter.

Sincerely yours,

;
~ - 4
ZZXA“# v /- /‘ﬁ

~ e Loty [ C ! L vb/\/
John W. Norby \\‘

Chief Geologist B
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INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE WORK TO BE UNDERTAKEN

s

Location of the work.
SALMON WELL3 ARIZONA

Formation to be drilled.
Hole sige and angle,

The bore holes shall be drilled a minimum diameter of 5
1/4 inehes to a maximum of 5 1/2 inches, The holes

ghall bg drilled at varioue angles and vertically as

desired by client.

Hole Depth.
The bore holes shall be drilled to a maximum depth of
(B00D) feet unleas contractor is netified other wiee.

Scope and Purpoge of this undertaking.
Approximately (10000) to (150000 feet of reverse
¢ircoulation drilling.
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EQUIPMENT TO BE PROVIDED BY CONTRACTOR FOR UNDERTAKING

PESCRIPTION
1, Model TH~60 INGERSOLL-RAND drill unit.

A. Aipr oompraessor; 650 C.F. M. at 250 P 8. 1.
B, Equipped to drill reverse circulation with dual wall pipe.
a. Bguipped to drill angle holes at 45 =and 60 degrees off
vertical,
C. Water iniection system

2. DRILL SYSTEME dual wall pipe
A. 4 172" pipe

3. Craw truck
4, Cyelane aassembly

. Drill bit subs and adapters for tricone and/or down-the-hole
hammer drilling

6. Suitable hammar

7. Appropriate wet or dry sample splitter.

8. Combination pipe and water truck.

E i Bﬁ
SCHEDULE OF PERSONNEL TO BE FURNISHED
1. Driller
2. ®r. Healper
3., Helper
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COMPENSATION SCHEDULE

MOBILIZATION AND DEMOBILIZATION

The moevement of agquipment and personnel to the work site
will be at a lump sum of (%500, 00) dollars. This amount will
cover all wages, subsistenca, tranasportation, end permits
however, additional charges may be required to cover the cogt of
poeeible permitting problems mssociated with the rig on certain
reatricted roads.

DAILY TRAVEL TIME

The first hour of travel ¢time from ¢the Job s8ite to the
nearest point of accommodations and fuel egupply ig ineluded in
the payment plan. Travel time in excesa: of one hour will be
charged at a rate of ($u45, 00) dollars per hour with no mileage
charge.

SPECIAL EQUIPMENT .
If trailers, fuel truecks and tanks, tents, etc, become

necessary due to remote locations and long drive timas all
charges incurred will be at contractore cost plus 15X,

HOURLY RATE
For all hours consumed at the job 8ite commencing and ending
with the shift in the field, drilliing, c¢onditioning, reaming, and

any and all associated work performed, te eae¥elude only the
following list, would be chargeable at the following rate:

{$185) per hour
1igt of Serviges not Covered in the Hourly Rate

1. Recovery of stuek pipe or other down-the-hole equipment.

2. Water haulage outside of the daily work shift.
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FOOTAGE RATE

For all footage drilled, understood to be from the surface
to the maximum depth penetrated by the drill bit, to be charsged
on a per hole basis ueing the following rate schedule.

DEPTH VERTICAL ANGLE
Surface to 500 ft. $6.00 Per Foot $7.25 Per Foot
EE. ko ft. $. Per Foot $. Per Foot

ft. to f¢t. $. Per Foot $. Per Foot
Over ft. $§. Per Foot $. Per Foot

The footaga rates quoted above includes, on a per hole
basis, the first hour of time (one hour for eac¢h circumstance)
that may be consumed in setting the surface casing, conditioning
& stabilizing hole, reaming bank to bhottaom, waiting on water,
rigging for angle, and etc. However time consumed in excess of
one hour for any of the above circumstances beyond the control of
the contractor would be chargeable at an hourly rate of (§185.00)
dollars per hour.

In the event that down-the-hole andsor iJob site conditions
due to circumstances bayond the control of the Contrasctor, are
such that revenue earned at the footage rate does not equal the
ravanua that would ba @arned at the hourly rate for three (3)
consecutive days, all drilling after the third day would be
conducted at an hourly rate of (185.) dollars per hour plus all
bhits and materials. :

COMPENSATION for RECOVERY of STUCK or BROKEN DRILL PIPE and/or
DOWN-THE-HOLE DRILL TOOLS, and ETC.

All hours consumed in the recovery and/or attempted recovery
of drill pipe and/or associated drill tools, and etc. on any one
bore hole would be chargeable at an hourly rate of ($150.00)
dollars per hour for the first (8) hours and =at a rate of
($135.00) dollars per hour thereafter. The maximum chargeable
time allowed on any one bore-hole would be (32) hours.
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COMPENSATION for ABANDONED and/OR UNRECOVERABLE DRILL PIPE
end/or DOWN-THE-HOLE DRILL TOOLS, and ETC.

It is wunderstood that the Contractor'z driller is
respensible to advise the Client's on-gite representative of
changes in drilling conditions that may result in lost and/or

stuck down-the-hole drilling equipment. In the event that the
Contractor would bae raequired to drill through or below surface
mine workings or drill in a manner not advised by Contractor's
driller which results in stuck eor lost drill pipe and tools this
would antitle Contractor to receive payment as follows.

Within the first 10,000 feet of drilling at Q0% of
replacement value, there after, liability would be decreases by
1% for weach inerement of 1000 feet drilleaed.

STANDBY TIME

While on standby as raquested by the Client the following
rates will apply.

1. With drill crew $135. 00 dollars per hour
2, Without drill crew $100. 00 dollars per hour

The standby rate quoted for without c¢rew is undaerstecd to ba
including an advance notice of one day prior to commencement of
the next work shift. The maximum allowable c¢harges would be held
to (8) hours per day for standby,

PROVIDING DRILL BITS, DRILLING SUPPLIES, ADDITIONAL
EQUIPMENT, and ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL, and ETC,

Tha Contractor will provide all hammer bits under the
footage rate as Quoted. However, all tricone Dbits and wear
skirts, specialty sampling eguipment, hole abandonment fluid and
pumping edquipment, casing left 1Iin the hole, and ete, will be
billed at Contractor's coat plua 15%.

Contractor will provide the first $100.00 dollars per hole
in drill additives, any amount over fthis will be billed at cost
plus 15%.

REPAIR and MAINTENANCE of EQUIPMENT

No echarge will be applied for repair and/or maintananca of
any Contractor equipment. Thig is understood to cover any and all
above ground equipment.
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A.F. Budge (Mining) Limited

4301 North 75th Street
Suite 101
Scottsdale, AZ 85251-3504

(602) 945-4630
May 17, 1990 FAX (602) 949-1737

Mr. Pat Harris

Harris Exploration Drilling & Associates Inc.
472 South Escondido Boulevard

Escondido, California 92025

Dear Mr. Harris:

Attached is a compilation of expenses incurred in the
cleanup of soils contaminated with various hydrocarbon-based
products which occurred during the course of the exploratory
drilling at our Korn Kob Project in Pima County, Arizona.

As the contamination resulted directly from your drill rig,
we feel a portion of these eéxpenses are your responsibility.

We would appreciate meeting with you at your earliest
convenience to resolve this matter and settle on an equitable
arrangement for compensation.

Very truly yours,
, FARTY A / 7
7 / e
OM\
Ronald R. Short
General Manager

c: J. Norby

DIRECTORS: A.F. Budge, O.B.E., C.Eng., F.I.C.E., F.LH.T.; Mrs |. Budge: 7602 Clearwater Parkway. Paradise Valley, AZ 85253
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Summary of expenses incurred in the clean-up of soils which
had been contaminated with diesel fuel and hydraulic fluids

during the course of exploratory drilling by Harris Drilling Co.

March 12 to March 30

Bryant Construction Co.
29 hrs. dozer
56 hrs. backhoe
69 hrs. 7-yard dump
34 hrs. 12-yard dump
labor

mobilization & travel

Sub-total

Taxes
Total
Loading material on ATL trucks, April 20
Transport via ATL to Vulture Mine site
Budge personnel
R. M. Guthrie
expenses
J. R. Bosco
expenses

W. Martin & D. Smith
expenses

Total expenses incurred to date:

Western Technologies, Inc. proposal for
bioremediation work on contaminated soils

Total expenses for cleanup

$3,045.00
$3,360.00
$3,105.00
$1,870.00
$1,250.00

$1,035.00

$13,665.00
$751.58

$14,416.58
$503.93
$2,450.00

$1,200.00
$41.48
$692.31
$518.21
$720.00
$566.83

$21,109.34

$8,965.00

$30,074.34
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Ken Rait, Conservation Chair
./ '8ierra Club - Grand Canyon Chapter
aapl928 E. Lee. St, :
' Tucson, AZ 85719

“

Dear Ken:

 'Thankyou for your letter dated March 6 and 14, 1990, regarding the Korn
" project. I'm sorry our response to your letters have been tardy, but BilL I
'was not at work the first two weeks in March and I have been busy with other
{ssues. We have continued to work on the problems, though. Lou Leibbran
. Forest Engineer, made a final visit with the Arizona Department of Envir
. ' Quality on March 13, 1990, to assess the problem, ek I

" In your March 6, 1990 letter, you raised several concerns that I need

| address. The first issue dealt with capping the holes and possible p

. groundwater. Andrew Rendes, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality

" mentioned to Lou Leibbrand that he did not see a problem with this. . That
& common occurrence in drilling operations and floats to the top if;any :
i water 1s encountered. At this time, all the holes have been plugged.

. {ssue deals with the illegal roads (see the letcer from Buclge,\'Mui.n’ing. ae M
14, 1990). We feel the appropriate action was taken and the threat of S

" down the operation is a very hard slap on the wrist. The third issue de

. the scum on the spring in Buehman Canyon. We have heard from several soui
" that this may be a natural phenomenon. Budge Mining has requested Dames.
to test the spring and determine if it came from a petroleum product.

' The last paragraph requested we halt operations and write an Envir
. Statement. We do not believe that this is needed and that Budge M!
. responsive to investigate or correct problems. WA 3

.
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,n youxr March 14, 1990 letcer,

. for the diesel fuel spills. Eudge Mimrg is

Erom the site and is working with.the ADEQED Lhis can be ar.,comp!ished
€0 their standards. Ar uh: Eime, thej are about two-thirds complewd.




al Forest
ta Catalina Ranger District
700 N. Sabine Canvon Road
AZ B5715

hank Yyou for sending N copies of the letters %O 4. F, Budgse
Mining and Ken Rait regarding the Korn Kob Mine. The minin
'voompany has praviously ahown disregarad for the conditions of
Tahelr permit and nesd to ba monitored more closely. 1'm gl
ggﬁée that the Forest Service nwas vaken S0me actlion ON correctind
~ the problems at thias prodect. ;

Loncerning the clean up of the diesel epills, 1 understand that
"the intent of the mining company is TO remove the conbaminatéﬁﬁ
soil from the site as the method of clean up. - L anl aware thab’
permit 12 required for the removal of any rosources from '

Sarvice land, and aince soil js in fect & Forest rogource . e

- pequest thabt 3 permilt be ravuired for this mction detailing.

exactly how the eoill is to De removed., cnncainod,'bransoortad
ﬁrdieposed of, and whers and how it 18 to be de~conbaminﬂu9d.
~the very least an EA ghould be done ©O acsess the impact.

. 1 would appreciate roceliving a copv of the permit (when
ayailable) and any future corvespondence concerning this
prodect.

Sincerely,
fiia T ' .
St ek ‘;{.auz,(/c

;Lainia Levick
Farth First!

12120 E. Snyder Rd.
Tucson, AZ B5 749

fof kg pepartment of' Environmenbal Quality




Unigfed States Forest Coronado NF Santa Catalina RD
Department of Service 5700 N. Sabino Canyon Rd.
Agriculture Tucson, Arizona 85715

Reply to: 2810

Date: November 13, 1989

NDcz=ober 31, 1989 concerning the Korn Kob mine and che
Buehman Canvon. The letter has three items of
increasing the bond, and 3. completing a environmental

1. Aczached is the Federal Register, Rules and Regulations, concerning 404 permits.
On page 41234, seccion 323.4 Discharges not requiring permits, icem 6, that temporary
roads for moving mining equipment do not require permits. And on page 41255, section

330.5 Nationwide permitcs, item 3, that repair or rehabilitation of a previously
authorized road is permitted. The road in Buehman Canyon (Forest Service Road =654)
has been authorized. William Lewis contacted Robert Dummer, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, to discuss the matter again and invited him to see the project. However
our original position is the same, a permit is not required in this situation.

2. The bond was calculated for approximately &4 acres. It has been revised to include
11 acres of reclamation, which includes the entire area authorized under the
operating plan. The new bond total will be $2,750. This has been discussed with the
mining company and they have agreed to the new bond. Based on past experience in
this area, the rehabilitation we have prescribed is proper.

3. We feel that the appropriate level of analysis, documentation and public
notification was performed. The decision memo, dated September 12, 1989, stated that
thers was a 45 day appeal period, which expired October 27, 1989. According to our
records, you were sent a copy on or about September 13, 1989. The opportunity for
relief through the administrative process has expired. As a reminder, this decision
permizted only the exploration activity for the purpose of determining the extent of
the ore body. Any potential mine development and operation will require additional
analvsis and documentation resulting in another decision. Therefore there will be
opporzunity for additional public involvemenct, assuming the proponent decides there
is a feasible operation.

Caring for the Land and Serving People



To update vou on the progress of this project, the roads have been completed and che
drilling started. The mining company did not construct all the roads chey were
planning. I do not know when the drilling will be finished or when the analysis of
the core samples will be compleced.

If wvou have any questions about this lecter or the project please feel free to
contac:t myself or William Lewis at 749-3700.

Sincerely,

wf"
STEVE R. PLEVE
e

LEVEL
Discrict Ranger

cc: Budge Mining Company
Kevscone Minerals
Armv Corps of Engineers
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No. 219 ' Thursdav. November 13. 1986 / Rules and Reguiations

minor drainage does not inciude the
construction of any canal. ditch. dike or
ather waterway or struciure waica
drains or otherwise sigmficanuy
modifies a stream. lake. swamp, 2o0g or
any other wetland or aquatic area
constituting waters of the United States.
Any discharge of dredged or fiil matenal
into the waters of the United States
incidental to the construction of any
such structure or waterway requires a
permit.

(D) Plowing means ail forms of
primary tillage. inciuding moldboard.
chisel. or wide-blade plowing, discing.
harrowing and similar physical means
utilized on farm. forest or ranch land for
the hreaking up. cutting, turning cver, or
stirring of soil to prepare it {or o
pianting of crops. The term does zot
inciude the redistribution of soil. rack.
sand. or other surficiai materiaisina
manner which changes any area of the
waters of the United States to dry land.
For exampie. the redistribution of
surface materiais by blading, grading. or
other means to {il in wetland areas is
nct plowing. Rock crushing activities
which result in the loss of natural
drainage characteristics. the reduction
of water storage and recharge
capabiiities, or the overburden of
natural water fltration capacities do nct
constitute plowing. Plowing as descrited
above will never involve a discharge of
dredged or fill material.

(E] Seeding means the sowing of seed
and placement of seedlings to produce
farm. ranch. or forest crops and inciudes
the piacement of soil beds for seeds or
seedlings an established farm and forest
lands.

(2) Maintenance, including emergency
ceconstruction of recently damaged
parts, of currenty serviceable structures
such as dikes, dams, levees. groins,
riprap. breakwaters, causeways, bridge
abutments or approaches, and
transportation structures. Maintenance
does not include any modification that

hanges the character. scope. or size of
the originai fill design. Emergency
reconstruction must occur within a
reasonable period of time after damage
occurs in order to qualify for this
exemption.

(3) Construction or maintenance of
farm or stock ponds or irrigation ditches,
or the maintenance (but not
construction) of drainage ditches.
Discharges associated with sipnons.
purnps. headgates, wingwalls, weirs,
diversion structures, and suc other
facilities as are appurtenant and
funcrionally related to irrigation ditches
are included in this exemption.

(4) Construction of temporary
sedimentation basins on a construction
gite which does not include placement of

Ail matenal into waters of the U.S. The
term ‘construc:iicn site” refers to any
site :nvaiving the 2rectuon of buildings.
roads. and other discrete structures and
the instailation of supgort facilities
necessary for construction and
utilization of such structures. The term
aiso includes any other land areas
which invoive iand-disturbing
excavation ac:ivities, inciuding
quarrying or gther mining activities,
where an increase in the runoff of
gediment is controiled through the use of
temporary sedimentation basins.

(5} Any acuwvity with respect to which
a state has an approved program under
gection 208(bi(4) of the CWA which
meets the requirements of sections
08(b}(4) (B) 30d (G} <o o

(6) Construction or maintenance of
farm roads. Torest toads. or temporary
roads for moving mining equipment,
where such roads are constructed and
maintained in accordance with best
management practices (BMP3] to assure
that low and circulation patterns and
chemical and bioiogical characteristics
of waters of the United States are not
impaired. that the reach of the waters of
the United States is not reduced. and
that any adverse effect on the aquatic
environment will be otherwise =~
minimized. These 3MPs which must be
applied to satisfy tais provision shall
inciude those detailed BMPs described
in the state’'s approved program
description pursuant to the requirements
of 40 CFR Part 233.22({i), and shall also
include the foilowing baseline
provisions:

- (i) Permanent roads (for farming or
forestry activities), ‘emporary access
roads (for mining, forestry, or farm
purposes) and skid trails (for logging] in
waters of the U.S. shail be held to the
minimum ‘easibie number, width. and
total length consistent with the purpose
of specific farming, silvicuitural or
mining ogerations. and locai topographic
and ciimatic conditions:

(ii) All roads. temporary or
permanent. shail be located suificiently
far from streams or other water bodies
(except for portions of such roads which
must cross water bodies) to minimize
discharges of dredged or fill material
into waters of the U.S:

(iii) The road il shail be bridged.
culverted. or otherwise designed to
prevent the restricton of expected flood
flows:

(iv) The fil shail be properly ~
stabilized and maiztained during and
following construction to prevent
ernsgiorn;

(v) Discharges of dredged or fiil
material into waters of the United States
to construct a road fill shail be made in
a manner that minimizes the

encroachment of frucks, ‘ractors.
bulldozers. ar other heavy equipment
within waters of the United Siates
(inciuding adjacent wetlands) that lie
outsice the iateral boundaries of the fill
itseif:

- (v1] In designing, constructing, and
maintaining roads, vegetative
disturbance in the waters of the U.S.
shail be kept to a minimum:

(vii) The design. construction and
maintenance of the road crossing shail
not disrupt the migration or other
movement of those species of aquatic
life inhabiting the water bodys

(viii) Borrow material shail be taken
from upiand sources whenever feasible:

(ix) The discharge shall not take, or
jeopardize the continued existence of,
threatened ar endangered species as
defined under the Endangered Species
Act, or adversely modify or destroy the
critical habitat of such species:

(x} Discharges into breeding and
aesting areas for migratory waterfowi.
spawming areas. and wetlands snail e
avoided if practical alternatives exist:

(xi) The discharge shail not be located
in the proximity of a public water sucply
intake; :

(xii} The discharge shail not occur in
areas of concentrated sheilfish
producton:

(xiii} The discharge shail not occur in
a companent of the National Wild and
Scenic River System;
© (xiv) The discharge of material shall
ccnsist of suitable material free from
toxic pollutants in toxic amounts; and
- (xv) All temporary fills shall be
removed in their entirety and the area
restored to its original elevation.

(b) If any discharge of dredged or &l
material resulting from the activities
listed in paragraphs (a) (1}-{6) of this
section contains any toxic poilutant
listed under section 307 of the CWA
such discharge shall be subject to any
applicable toxic effluent standard or
pronibition., and shail require a Section
404 permit

{c] Any discharge of dredged or fill
material into waters of the United Statzs
incidental to any of the activities
identified in paragraphs (a) (1}~8) of
this section must have a permitifitis -
part of an acgvity whose purpose is to
convert an area of the waters of the
United States into a use to which it was
not previously subject, where the flow
or circulation of waters of the United
States nay be impaired or the reach of
such waters reduced. Where the
proposed discharge will resuit in
significant discernible aiterations to
flow or circuiation. the presumption is
that flow or circulation may be impaired
by such alteration. For example, a
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States. (These phase-in dates are: After
Juiy 5. 197S. discharges .nto navigabie
waters of the United States and
adjacent wetlands: after September 1.
1976. discharges into navigable waters
of the United States and their pnmary
tritutanes. including adjacent wetlancs.
and into natural lakes. greater than §
acres in surface area: and after Juiy 1.
1977, discharges into ail waters of the
United States.) (Section 404)

(b) Structures or work compieted
before December 18, 1968. or in
waterbodies over which the district
engineer had not asserted jurisdiction at
the time the activity occurred provided.
in both instances. there is no
interference with navigation. (Sectcn
10)

§ 320.4 Public notice.

(a) Chief of Engineers. Upon proposed
issuance of new nationwide permits.
modificaticn ‘o. or reissuance ci.
existing nationwide permits. the Chief of
Eng:neers will publish a notice in the
Federal Register seeking pubiic
comments and including the opportunity
for a public hearing. This notice wiil
state the availability of information at
the Office of the Chief of Engineers and
at ail district offices which reveals the
Carps’ provisional determination that
the proposed activities comply with the
requirements for issuance under general
permit authority. The Chief of Engineers
will prepare this information which will
be suppiemented. if appropriate. by
division engineers.

(b) District engineers. Concurrent
with publication in the Federal Register
of proposed. new. or reissued
nationwide permits by the Chief of
Engineers. district engineers will so
‘notify the known interested public by an
appropriate notice. The notice wiil
inciude regional condiuons. if any.
developed by the division engineer.

R e

§330.5 Nationwide permils.

(a) Authorized activities. The
following activities are hereby permitted
provided they meet the conditions listed
in paragraph (b) of this section and.
where required. comply with the
notification procedures, of § 330.7.

(1) The placement of aids to
navigation and regulatory markers
which are approved by and installed in
accordance with the requirements of the
U.S. Coast Guard (33 CFR Part 86,
Subchapter C). (Section 10)

(2) Structures constructed in artificial
canais within principally residential
developments where the connection of
the canal to a navigable water of the
United States has been previously
authorized (see 33 CFR Part 322.5(g}).
(Section 10)

}'l’ (3) The repauir. rehaoilitation, or
replacement of any previously
authonzed. currently serviceabie.
structure or fill. or of any currently
serviceable structure or fill constructed
pror to the requirement for
authorization. provided such repair.
rehabilitation. or repiacement does not
result 1n a deviation from the plans of
the oniginal structure or fill. and further
provided that the structure or fill has not
been put to uses differing from uses
specified for it in any permit authorizing
its original construction. Minor
deviations due !o changes in materials
or construction techniques and which
are necessary to make repair.
renabilitation. or replacement are
permitted. Maintenance dredging and
beach restoration are not authorized by
this nationwide permit. (Section 10 and
404)

(4) Fish and wildlife harvesting
devices and activities such as pound
nets. crao traps. eei pots. joDster waps.
duck biinds. and ciam and oyster
digging. (Section 10)

(5) Staff gages. tide gages. water
recording devices, water quality testing
and improvement devices. and simiiar
scientific stuctures. (Section 10)

(8) Survey acdvities including core
sampiing, seismic exploratory
operations. and plugging of seismic shot
hoies and other exploratory-type bore
hoies. Drilling of exploration-type bare
holes for oil and gas exploration is not
authorized by this nationwide permit:
the plugging of such holes is authorized.
(Sections 10 and 404).

(7) Outfall structures and associated
intake structures where the effluent from
that outfall has been permitted under
the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System program (Section
402 of the Clean Water Act) (see 40 CFR
Part 122) provided that the district or
division engineer makes a determination
that the individual and cumulative
adverse environmental effects of the
structure itseif are minimal in
accordance with § 330.7 (c}(2) and (d).
Intake structures per se are not
included—only those directly associated
with an outfall structure are covered by
this nationwide permit. This permit
includes minor excavation, filing and
other work associated with installation
of the intake and outfail structures.
{Sections 10 and 404)

(8) Structures for the exploration.
production. and transportation of oil,
gas. and minerals on the outer
continental shelf within areas leased for
such purpases by the Department of
Interior, Mineral Management Service,
provided those structures are not placed
within the limits of any designated
shipping safery fairway or traffic

separatuon scheme (where such limits
have not been designated or where
changes are anticipated. district
engineers will consider recommending
the discretionary authority provided by
330.8 of this Part. and further subject to
the provisions of the fairway reguiations
in 33 CFR 322.5(1) (Section 10).

(9) Structures placed within anchorage
or ﬂegﬂng areas to facilitate moorage of
Vetllgllil 'Wt‘l;;e l;ch areas have been
establisned for that purpose by the U.S.
Coast Guard. (Section 10) v

(10) Non-commercial, single-boat.
mooring buoys. (Section 10)

(11) Temporary buoys and markers
placed fqr recreational use such as
water sxiing and boat racing provided
that the buoy or marker 18 removed
w‘-n_hm 30 days after its use has been
discontinued. At Corps of Engineers
reservoirs. the reservoir manager must
approve each buoy or marker
individually. (Section 10)

(12) Discharge of material for backfil!
or beguin.g for utility lines, including
outfail and intake structures, provided
there is no change in preconstrucson
bottom contours (excess material must
be removed to an upiand disposal area).
A "utility line” is defined as any pipe or
pipeline for the transportation of any
gaseous, liquid. liquifiable. or siurry
substance, for any purpose, and any
cable. line, or wire for the transmission
for any purpose of electrical energy.
telephone and telegraph messages. and
radic and television communication.
(The utility line and outfail and mtake
structures will require a Section 10
permit if in navigable waters of the
United States. See 33 CFR Part 322. See
also paragrapn (a)(7) of this section).
(Section 404)

(13) Bank stabilization activities
provided:

(i) The bank stabilization activity is
less than 500 feet in length:

(ii) The activity is necessary for
erosion prevention:

(iii) The activity is limited to less than
an average of one cubic yard per
running foot piaced along the bank
within waters of the United States:

(iv) No material is piaced in excess of
the minimum needed for erosion
protection:

(v) No material is placed in any
wetland area;

(vi) No material is placed in any
location or in any manner so as to
impair surface water flow into or out of
any wetland area:

(vii) Only clean material free of waste
metai products, organic materials,
unsigntly debris, etc. is used: and

(viii) The activity is a single and
complete project. (Sections 10 and 404



SIERRA CLUB

Grand Canyon Chapter - Arizona
RINCON GROQUP

2015 East Ninth St. QE O lll3 &9
Tucson, AZ 85718 - J

Qctober 31, 1888

Steve Plevel, District Ranger

Santa Catalina Ranger District P - "
5700 N. Sabino Canyon Rd. 4 T
Tucson, AZ 8E71E Bee

Dear Steve:

The Sierra Club believes that road development activities in Bueham Canyon associated
with the Korn Kob mine are in violation of the Clean Water Act. Though communication
was made with the Corp of Engineers by district personnel, the Corps, as | understand
it, felt that a 404 permit was not necessary. Because some of the road construction
activities involveing some drecge and fill are in fact taking place through streambeds,
a 404 permit is required under the Clean Water Act. We believe your personnel were
inadequately advised by Corps personnel and have sent a letter to the Corps reflecting
this.

The Sierra Club believes the $700 bond is completely inadequate for the type of
damage being done. | viewed the area last week and am convinced that reclamation
would cost well into the thousands. The Sierra Club therefore requests that the bond
requirement be raised to $15,000 to assure adequate reclamation of the area’s fragile
ecosystem.

Having now seen the area, | believe an environmental assessment should have been
completed prior to the issuance of the decision memo. It is unfortunate that these
comments come long after the work has begun, but as we discussed, | felt the public
comment period was wholly inadequate. This project has to be gotten off the fast track
so that public comment as required in NEPA can be incorporated. Therefore, | suggest
a stoppage on the work until completion of an environmental assessment, the mining
companies agree to ine higher bond, and the Corps issues a Section 404 permit. If this
can only be done through an appeal of your decision, please notify me as soon as
possible so we can take the necessary steps.

Sincerely,

L4/

Kermr A. Rait
Conservation Chair

cc: David Baron, Center for Law in the Putlic Interest
Keith Bagwell, Arizona Daily Star
Norma Coile, Tucson Citizen
Jim Abbott, Forest Supervisor



SIERRA CLUB

Grand Canyer Shapter - Arizona
"NCCN GROUP
2015 East Ninth St.

Tucson, AZ 85719

Ccicber 31, 198¢

U.S. Army Corps of Zngineers
Charles Hoit, Branch Chief
P.O. Box 2711

Los Angeles, CA SC0S3
CE3PL-CO-R

Cear Mr. Hoit:

The Sierra Ciub believes that the Corp of Engineers incorrectly advised Forest Service
personnel regarding the necessity of a section 404 permit pursuant to the Clean Water
Act. According to Bill Lewis, Santa Catalina District, Coronado National Forest, Corps
personnel felt that a 404 permit was unnecessary for road construction being done in
Buehman Canyon. Eecause some drecge and fill is taking place through the streambed,
we believe this decision was in error.

Therefore, the Sierra Club requests compliance with the Clean Water Act through the
issuance of a 404 permit. Furthermore in accordance with NEPA, we believe an
environmental assessment must be completed to assess the impacts of this dredge/fill
activity. We view the issuance of the permit as a major federal action which should be
open to comment by interested public. | look forward to hearing from you soon '
regarding your decision.

Sincerely,

/Z V/Z/ -
Ker A. Rait
Conservation Chair

cc: David Baron, Center for Law in the Public Interest
Keith Bagwell, Arizona Daily Star
Norma Coile, Tucson Citizen
Steve Plevel, District Ranger



United Stactes Forest Corecnado HF Santa Catalina RD
Department of Service 5700 N. Sabino Canyon Rd.
Agriculture Tucson, Arizona 85715

Reply to: 2810

Date: Occober 22. 13890
/H A ‘ —_
—_ v v ol s

i Vi —p——— ¥ \
—) \, l 1 \- A ‘\__

Susan Stawart
Box 32011
Phoenix, AZ 8:064

Dear Susan:

Thank you for your letter concerning the potential impacts of the Xorn Kob
Mine, near Buehman Canyon.

At the present time, the Forest Service does not have a written proposal for
a production phase of the mine operation. The company is still reviewing the
drill hole data. The scoping process and public notification will begin if
and when a plan of operations is submitted. The Forest Service will comply
fully with requirements of the National Environmental Protection Act.

The Forest Service is required by law to allow and, in fact, encourage mining
activities on public lands open to mineral entcry, such as those in the
Buehman Canyon area. However, be assured we also recognize our obligation to
evaluate possible adverse impacts of such activities and require appropriate
mitigation prior to granting authority to begin operations.

Your letter will be kept in the project file and a copy sent to the mining
company.

We will keep you informed of any significant developments concerning chis
project.

Sincerely,

STEVE R. PLEVEL
District Ranger

cc: Budge Mining :

Caring for the Land and Serving People T;X)ﬂ/tl L
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FIFTH AVENUE CARDIOLOGISTS, LTD.

JEROME C. ROBINSON, M.D., FA.C.C.
JOHN C. DUGALL, M.D., F.A.C.C.

DIPLOMATES OF AMERICAN BOARD
OF CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE

October 11, 1990

Santa Catalina Ranger District
5700 North Sabino Canvon Road
Tucson, Arizona 85715

Attention: Bill Lewis, Distri

Dear Ranger Lewis,

ct Ranger

5501 N. 19th AVENUE
SUITE 111
PHOENIX. ARIZONA 85015

TELEPHONE (602) 433-1800

We are shocked at the proposal to consider an open copper pit mine in

We support an EIS to assess what would
be a detrimental environmental impact of such a proposal.

the Santa Catalina Mountains.

Sincerely,

iﬂb\ (\< LZ‘A

JORKN C{ DUGALL, M.D:
~
- -~ q/ > . 3
Leisme O HrLe =
JERCME C. RORINSON,M.D.
( \ s
F [/t/‘\

A
Karen French, Business Manager
{ g

Terri Rowe, Nurse

s ;i /
. L, ‘) ; : E "/
N\ e B S il

Deanne VanAusdal,

{ 0

Secretary

y M,ZM//

loria Neely, MA

JCD/gn




October 11, 1990
26606 S. Cloverland Dr.
Sun Lakes, AZ 85248

Santa Catalina Ranger District
5700 N. Sabrino Canyon Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85715

Attn: Bill Lewis

Dear Bill:

I want to let you know that I and many other citizens of

Arizona are outraged at the thought of an open pit mine

in the Santa Catalina Mountains, and especially in beautiful
Buehman Canyon! I realize that our mining laws encourage

mining on public land, but they were written back when we thought
land was inexhaustible. Now with our natural lands being
desicrated at an alarming rate is no time to allow new mines.

The National Environmental Protection Act was passed in
order to stop this desicration. We demand that you comply
fully with the intent of this act and that you require

a full Environmental Impact Statement, and that you don't
issue this permit.

Come on, Man ! The Planet is dying ! Lets save what we
still can !

ﬁ ]

Alfred S. Fullér
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Thomas Andetsen
5420 E. EZ Sendero Rd.
Cave Cueek, AZ §5331

Octeber 15, 1990

Santa Cakalina Rangen District
5700 N. SAbino Canyon Rd.
Tucscn, AZ §5715

- Attin: BLZR Lewds

Dear Mr. lweds,

I jusz wanted to express my feelings negarding the proposed Korn Kob
Mine in Buehman Canyon. A& a time when our natural environment <is
under constant attack from all nature of special interests, the idea
0§ opening up more undeveloped Land to mining exploration and ex-
ploitation 48 completely repulsive to me.

The very Least that should happen is that a §ull environmental impact
study should take place.

In a time when scenic views are becoming an endangered species, I
think it's time to make decisions that gavor unperturbed, pristine
areas.

Thank you,

Tom Andevrsen

1 o0



October 8, 1990

Mr. Steve Plevel

District Ranger

Coronado National Forest
5700 N. Sabino Canyon Road
Tucson, Arizona 85715

Dear Mr. Plevel:

Through word of mouth and news accounts, I have recently become
aware of the proposed Korn Kob Mine project in the Buehman Canyon
area of the Santa Catalina Mountains.

I am advised that a portion of the planned mine would be on U.S.
Forest Service land, meaning that your agency would be directly
involved in the permitting and approval process.

I am writing to express my deep concern about the severe
environmental effects of such a mine project in this location and
to ask that the USFS add my name to any mailing or information
lists about it.

As a native Tucsonan to whom the Catalinas are all but sacred, I
am nothing short of appalled at the idea of an open pit copper

mine in Buehman Canyon. As a businessman, I readily recognize
the value of good mining projects and the need for copper in our
economy. But not in that place, and not at this time. Once

copper prices drop back down to a more realistic long-term level,
I'm afraid the Korn Kob Mine would be rendered uneconomical. But
the gaping hole and the heap-leaching pits would remain forever.

At a minimum, I believe that a full environmental impact
statement should be prepared to determine the impact of the mine
and its associated leaching operations on the riparian area along
Buehman Creek and on the overall value of that region as a
recreational and wildlife resource.

Thank you very much for the opportunity to express my exXtreme
concern about this prcpcecsed project. I lock ferward tc being
kept 1informed about its progress through the USFS permitting
process.

Sincerely,

U ihad C. ad

Richard C. Hall

Richard C. Hall
646 N. Elm Street
Chandler, AZ 85226
940-0965




Jon S. Horn
P.0O. Box 32373
Phoenix, Az 85064

October 11, 1990

Santa Catalina Ranger District
5700 N. Sabino Canyon Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85715

Attn: Bill Lewis, District Ranger

Dear Mr. Lewis:

I have recently read about the Korn Kob open pit copper mine
proposed for the Buehman Canyon area. I am very disappointed to

discover that such a potentially destructive and polluting use
might be allowed in a such a beautiful area of our state.

I would urge your office to re

quire that a full Environmental
Impact Statement be researched,

prepared, and submitted.

Thank you very much for

your time and your continued efforts at
protecting the beauty and

health of Arizona for all of us.

Sincerely,
——
N // -~<: -

o

Jdon S. Horn
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2433 W. Armadillo St.
Tucson, AZ 85713
September 27, 1990

Santa Catalina Ranger District
5700 N. Sabino Canyon Road
Tucson, AZ 85715

Dear Sir or Madam:

I am appauled by the news that a Scottsdale mining
company is planning an open pit copper mine on the Catalina's
east slope in the riparian habitat of Buehman Creek. Not
only is this creek home to two endangered fish species but
runoff from the mine will also threaten the .sensitive wild
habitat of the San Pedro River. I urge you to fully comply
with zhe National Environmental Policy and I am outraged about
this mine which is as large as Bisbee's Lavender Pit. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

z; S
Alexis Mazon



N - O 57100 N. Sa*0 Canyon Rd,

UUABriculture ' Tucson, Ar. ,na 85715

Reply to: 2810

Date: October 4, 1990

Alezis Mazon
2433 W. Armadilio Street
Tucson, Arizona 85713

Dear Alexis:

Thank you for your letter dated September 27, 1990, concerning the potential
impacts of the Korn Kob Mine, near Buehman Canyon.

Thank you for showing your concern about the project and you will be notified
if the mining company submits g plan of operation. If you have any further
~concerns please contact William Lewis at 749-8700.

0

Sincerely,

Ve A
STEVE R. PLEVEL
District Ranger

\

ﬁc: Budge Mining

Caring for the Land and Serving People
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United States Forest Coronado NF Santa Catalina RD
Department of Service 5700 N. Sabino Canyon Rd. T
Agisicul ture Tucson, Arizona 85715 i

Reply to: 2810

Date: September 4, 1999

Lainie levick

Sierra Club, Rincon Group
12120 E. Snvder Road
Tucson, Arizona 85749

Dear Lainie:

| Thank you for your letter dated august 27, 1990 concerning the potential
impacts of the Korn Kob Mine. The Forest Supervisor has asked me to respond
to your let:ter.

I can assure vou that you and the public will be included in the scoping
process for cthis project. The amount of interest for this project has been
felt by the Forest Service and A.F. Budge Mining.

To date, we do not have a written proposal for the production phase of this
mine. The scoping process will start when we receive a plan of operation.
The official determination of what level of NEPA documentation will be
decided from this process.

The five concerns that you have touched upon in your letter are a good
starting point. Riparian habitats are sensitive and critical to the desert
southwest.

If there is an economical ore body at the Korn Kob Mine, cthe mining laws and
part of the Forest Service mission is to allow the operation. The
un-answered question is HOW. HOW to extract the ore without impacting the
other resources?

A.F. Budge Mining, Ltd. has been willing to work with us and that spirit of ,
cooperation will be needed to address the issues if the mine goes into |
production.

We appreciate your letter and your interest in this project. If you have any
questions please contact William Lewis at 749-8700.

Sincerely,

e

STEVE R. PLEVEL
District Ranger

Caring for the Land and Serving People
cc:Budge Mining
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SIERRA CLUB

Grand Ganyon Chapter - Arizona
RINCON GROUP

August 27, 1880

Forest Supervisor Jim Abbott
Coronado National Forest

300 W. Congress St.

Tucson, AZ 85701

Re: Korn Kob Mine Scoping Process
Dear Mr. Abbott:

The Sierra Club is deeply concerned with the possibility
of the Korn Kob open pit copper mine pProposed by A.F. Budge
Mining, Ltd. in the Catalina Mountains Reddington Pass area,
about 20 miles northeast of Tucson. According to what the
Forest Service has told us, and public statements made by the
mining company, this would be a heap-leach operation covering
about 100 acres adjacent to a sensitive riparian area (Buehman
Creek). Our concerns include:

1. Posential contamination of the groundwater and
Buehman Creek from mine wastes and overflowing of
leaching ponds

2. Impacts to the adjacent riparian area and nearby
springs due to the quantity of groundwater pumping

3. Compliance with NEPA and surface water quality
standards

4. The adequacy of the reclamation plan to restore
wildlife habitat and scenic values

5. Impacts on the natural environment, wildlife and -
scenic values (the mine site is visible from the
Guthrie Mountain trail) while the mine is in
production

Surface mining, more than aimost any other land use,
pPermanently scars the land. The potential impacts of this
type of operation are obviously quite significant. We request
to be included in the Scoping process although we believe
that approval of this plan would be a major federal action
having a significant effect on the environment, and therefore
should g0 directly to an EIS.

Printed on 100% Recycled Paper



August 27, 1980
Page 2

Please keep us informed of any further actions regarding
this proposed mine. We appreciate the opportunity to work
with the Forest Service on this proJject. Please do not
hesitate to call if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Seeacce X Lok
Lainie Levick

Rincon Group

Public Lands Subcommittee
12120 E. Snyder Road

Tucson, Arizona 85743
(602) 7489-2860

cc: Steve Plevel, District Ranger
Rob Smith, Southwestern Rep., Sierra Club
Phil Hocker, Mineral Policy Center
Fern Shepeard, Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund
v Congressman Morris Udall
David A. Mullon, Jr.
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Reply to: 2810

Date: September 27, 1990

Kathieen EBarclayv Mapes
425 East First Street
Tucson. Arizorma 85705

Dear Kathleen:

Thank. vou for the post card that we received on September 11, 1990,
concerning the potential impacte of the Korm Kob Mire.

The Forest Service will be in full compliance with the National Envirormertal
Folicy Act regarding the future decisions for the mine. Part of our mission,
and the mining laws are to allow mining activities. If you really don’t want
mining activities om National Forests, the way to chanage it js by changing
the mining laws.

At the present time, we do rot have a written proposal for the production
phase of the mime oberatiorn. The scoping process and public rotification
will begin whern a plarn of operation is submitted.

Thambk. vou for showirng vour corcern about the project amd vou will he rmotified
if the mining company submits a plarn of operatiom. If you have any further
concerns please contact William Lewis at 749-8700.

Sincerely,

%!E R. PLEVEL

Y b ¥

District Ranger
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Reply to: 2310

Date: September 27, 1990

Co Kelier
3238 E. Lester
Tucson,., Arizona 35714

Dear C. Kelleprs

hamk. vou for the post card that we received on September 18, 1990,
i ctz of the Korm Kob Mine.

I cam assure vou that we will be i full compliance with the Natiocnal
Enviromnmertsl Folicy Act regarding the future decisionsz for the mine.

At the present time, we do rot have & writtern proposal for the production
ohase of the mine ADeration. The SCoping process and pubiic notification
will begin wher a plan of operation is submitted.

Thark vou for cshowing vour corcern abnout the proiect and vou will be riotified
if the mining combany submits a plar of operation. If you have any further
concerns nlease contact William Lewic at 749-370¢.

Sincerely,

STEVE R. FLEVEL
District Range

o Drgl .
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United States Forest Coronado NF Santa Catalina RD

Department of  Service 5700 N. Sabino Canyon Rd.
Agricul ture Tucson, Arizona 85715
¢ Reply to: 2810

Date: September 27, 1990

Carol Heller
1503 N. Desmond Ave.
Tucson, Arizona

Dear Carol:

Thank you for your letter and signatures that we received on September 22,
1990, concerning the potential impacts of the Korn Kob Mine, near Buehman
Canyon.

The Forest Service will be in full compliance with the National Environmental
Policy Act regarding the future decisions for the mine. Part of our mission,
and the mining laws are to allow mining activities. If you really don't want
mining activities on National Forests, the way to change it is by changing
the mining laws.

At the present time, we do not have a written proposal for the production
phase of the mine operation. The scoping process and public notification
will begin when a plan of operation is submitted. There is a copper ore

deposit at the site.

Thank you for showing your concern about the project and you will be notified
if the mining company submits a plan of operation. If you have any further
concerns please contact William Lewis at 749-8700.

Sincerely,

st STEVE R. PLEVEL
— District Ranger

Caring for the Land and Serving People
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6PRING OVER TO

KWIK-KOPY AND...
WE'LL HOP TO IT!

é’\e(‘eiuza '7@’014«1 5,‘// Leqves

RECEIVED APR 2 6 1990

BARTLETT'S KWIK-KOPY
7620 E. McKellips, Suite 2 < @Jy
Scottsdale, Arizona 85257
949-0984 949-0985

PRINTING




s SIERRA CLUB

@Grand Canyon Chapter - Arizona

RINCON GROUP :

Rec’'d USDA-#'S ‘
1321 East Lee St. :
Deputy Regional Forester
| Tucson, AZ 85719 g
March 28, 1990 | MAR 3 01990

Mr. David Jolly, RegionalﬂForester
U.S. Forest Service o
Albugquergue, NM ﬁ;:l:) 7

o

amn

LR

Dear Mr. Jolly:

On March 26, I met with Jim Abbott and George Davies of +the
Walter Dawgie Ski Corp. to discuss the Sierra Club appeal of the
Mt. Lemmon Ski Valley expansion. I am very concerned about the
manner in which myself and an attorney who accompanied me were
treated at the meeting for the following reasons:

* Mr. Abbott left the decision to Mr. Davies as to whether the
attorney could accompany me in the meeting. I see no reason why
this was even an issue (as well as why the decision would be left
to Mr. Davies), if we are to amicably discuss different aspect:z
of the appeal.

¥ There were several +times during the meeting when Mr. Abbot
spoke in defense of the ski valley expancion. We believe Mr.
Abbot’s role during these negotiations should be as neutral
mediator.

¥ Mr. Abbott asserted in the FONSI that summer visitors want
increased recreaticnal oppertunities made available to them.
During the March 26 meeting, Mr. Abbott said that no visitor
attitude surveyc had been completed to qualify this statement (as
pointed ocut in our appeal) and even if they were, he has said he
would place no stock in them. The Sierra Club believes that
consistent with NEPA and NFMA, administrative decisions must he
made with full consideration of public opinion. . -

In addition, we are concerned that in at least two issues
(communications tower permit fees and mining in the Santa Rita
Mountainsg), we have been left out of the pProcess even though we
have requested to be kept informed of Forest Service actions in
these areas. o, )

Finally, with regards to the Korn Kob -mine site in the Santa
Catalina District, the mining company violated the Forest Service
decision memo by building unauthorized roads, spilling petreoleum
products within a foot of several open shafts (potentially
contaminating groundwater resources), and by illegally
discharging petroleum products into Buehman Creelk where there is
a recovering population of endangered Gila topminnows. Although
we asked the Fcecrest Service to revoke the permit, the Forest
responded by saying the relationship between +the Forest and

g
e Printed on 100% Recycled Paper
g B’ F%zr 2f>~41ﬂ4““



mining company was stable and no need was seen for revocation.
Presently, the Coronado National Forest is allowing un-permitted
soil excavation activities of oil-contaminated soil.

In short, the Sierra Club believes that the Coronado
National Forest is operating errantly by not following the spirit
and intent of NEPA or NFMA. We believe the propriety of the
above-mentioned activities should be closely examined by the
regional office and urge that, as an interested public, we are
given more of an opportunity to have meaningful participation in
the decisions affecting the management of our public lands. If
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call. Please
contact me +to let me know what actionz will be taken by the
regional office.

erely,

Sinq
/%éi,,/”—‘
' Ké; . Rait
C

onservation Chair

cc: Rep. Morris K. Udall
Senator Dennis DeConcini
Michael Spear, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Keith Bagwell, Arizona Daily Star
Norma Coile, Tucson Citizen

IRECEIVED USDA -FS R-3
Recreation

APR O 3 1990

Dir, ROGER DEAVER __ MAYNARD
Bec. WOODVIORTH __spiyep —
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LARSEN —HARMER __
PROPPER — BRADSBY __
.UJO —COOK
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SIERRA CLUB .

Grand Canyon Chapter - Arizona
RINCON GROUP

®

2015 East 9th St. ?\’—“W"

Tucson, AZ 355719 D.o. ocT. 2
3

September 5, 1989

Mr. Jim Abbott, Forest Supervisor
Coronado National Forest

300 west Congress

Tucson, AZ 85701

Dear Mr. Abbott:

It has come to our attention that Keystone Minerals, Inc. and A.F. Budge Mining
Corp. are proposing new exploration and development at the Korn Kob Mine on the
east slope of the Santa Catalina Mountains. We are deeply concerned about the,
environmental impacts of the project.

Our concerns are several and we will address them more fully when a Plan of
Operations has been completed. In the meantime, there are some road-related
issues about which we are requesting information prior to the issuance of the
decision memo allowing for the expansion of this infrastructure:

1) With regards to the threatened und cudangezed specices, especially Lhe Deserl
Tortoise, the Gila Topminnow and other fish known to inhabit Buehman Canyon, we
would like assurances from Fish and Wildlife Service that the proposed road
modifications will not adversely impact their habitat. Which other species
could be impacted?

2) We request an inventory of the plant communily which will be destroyed by
these modification.

3) Will a Section 404 permit be issued for the project?
4) Please keep us informed about specific plans for road improvements,
especially to Redington Pass road. Whal impacl will increased human traffic

into the area have?

With regards to Steve Plevel's letter of August 28, the following concerns need
to be addressed prior to the issuance of the permit:

1) Who made the determination that tiave are v “hreatened or endangered plants
which will be affected by the road construction?

2) Ve assume that a qualified archaeoloqgist determined that there were no
cultural resources in the arca. Who was this individual?



3) The allegation that the proposed action is not controversial is incorrect.
In fact, from the time we received the documents, we were given only 36 hours
to determine whether Forest Service Personnel could jump ahead of schedule and
issue the decision memo. We believe this mine proposal for which these roads
will be extended is a highly controversial issue. Arizona Game and Fish was
not notified, nor was the Tucson Audubon Society. Was Fish and Wildlife? 1In
fact, we find the rate at which this road project intended to proceed to be
quite alarming and sincerely hope that this will not set a precedent for future
Forest Service activities which are mandated to incorporate public input.
Though the issue now is only the roads, we intend to scrutinize this project at

every step due to the adverse impacts we believe will be associated with the
proposed mining activities.

4) If this project does not set a precedent for future actions, we hope that in
the future we will be given adequate time to respond and be involved in the
decision and planning process.

We look forward to an expedient reply to onr questions prior to approvai beinag
given to extend the road system.

Sincerely,

L =

Ken A. Rait
Conservation Chair

cc: David Baron, Center for Law in the Public Interest
Michael Spear, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Keith Bagwell, Arizona Daily Star
Tucson Citizen



SIERRA CLUB

Grand Canyon Chapter - Arizona

RINCON GROUP

2013 East Ninth St.
Tucson, AZ 85719

Septeaber 27, 1989

Steve Plevel, District Ranger
Santa Catalina Ranger District
3700 North Sabinog Canyon Rd.
Tucsan, AZ 85715

Dear Steve:

[ am sorry I aissed the public forum, but I heard it was useful in praoviding
the public with much valuable inforaation an the proposed ski area expansion.

I am very concerned about the lack of response from the Forest Service
regarding my inquiries about the road expansion far the proposed Korn Kobb
Mine. The decision ta delay the construction for a week allowed us some time
to review the proposed decision @aemo and foramulate questions which were
submitted within that time frame, but consequently were never answered.

We are deeply cancerned about every step of this project and are therefore
requesting that an Enviranmental Assessment he cospleted to address the impacts
of the road construction and exploratory drilling activities. We believe the
public input mechanisas associated with the decision memorandua were

insufficient, and the concerned public wauld like to play a greater role in the
process. I look faorward to an early reply. '

Sincerely,

<0 Fud

Ken A. Rait
Conservation Chair

cc: Keith Bagwell, Arizona Daily Star
David Baron, Center far Law in the Public Interest
Environmental Reporter, Tucson Citizen
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% -ed States Forest Coronado NF Santa Catalina RD
N “ment of Service 5700 N. Sabino Canvon Rd.
Y “ure Tucson, Arizona 85715

Reply to: 2810

Date: Occzober 11, l0xa

Ken A. Rait, Conservation Chair
Sierra Club, Grand Canyvon Chapter, Rincon Group
2015 East 9th Streect

Tucson, Arizona 85719

Dear Ken:

In response to vour letters dated Sepcamber 5, to the Forzss:z Supervisor and zhe
September 27, 1989, letter we are sincerely sorry for this late reply. The

for this late response was discussed at our meeting on October 1289 If

5
any concerns or questions on this process please let me know. I felt the ms
helpful and informative. If you feel that a meeting in the future would be
beneficial on this or any project, my door will always be open.

rn

To address your concerns about the exploration work at the Korn Kob Mine we o
following reply:

1. We had contacted the Forest Hydrologist, Bob Lefevre, to see if the road

construction would adversely effect the riparian habitat in Buehman Canyon. ‘He Zid
James

Tress, Jr., SWCA employee, while checkimg for plants in the construction aresz also

looked for desert tortoise burrows - none were observed (you have a copv of his

letter).

2. We do not have a list of the plants that will be removed by the road conmsctruczic:n

but have given you a paper entitled, "Perennial Plant Lisc for the Korn Kob Mine
Property", by David Laing for Tom L. Heidrick performed around 1975. This paper and
the letter from Mr. Tress would give vou an idea of what 5 mis :

The most common plant on the north aspect at the mine s
shin-daggers.

3. The District contacted the Army Corp of Engineers about this project af:zer
receiving your letter. The project was discussed over the phone and they fel
would fall under a minor road crossing which has a nation wide permit. Thev are
sending their regulations for our review. At this time I do not see a problem.

|
\
\
0
|
|
}
|
|
not believe sediment from the new roads would have a significantc effect. Mr.
Caring for the Land and Serving People



4. The Forest Service, Pima County, and Riley West have a working as:
maintanence of the Redington Pass Road. This aspect of the projec:
licttle impact on the road. The production access route has not been
time. Another access for eguipment is through San Manuel, south down a
River and then into Buehman Canvon on road number 634. The ocher rou:ze is over
Redington Pass Road and ncrth over the Piety Hill Road. They ars improving boch
access routes which are mostly on private and state lands, except for

Pass Road.

Our response to your concerns of my letter dated August 28 are as follows:

ress, Jr, SWCA IXNC,

1. The mining companies hirsd Jame g
plants--you have his resume and

for threatened or endangered

2. The cultural resource clearance was conducted by William
Para-archaeologisc. . ¥

3. The mining companies did want to start just as soon as possible because
equipment in the area. We tried to accommodate them with the early star: but i
not acceptable to Gayle Hartman and so we stayed with the September 11 dats. A
letter was not sent to the Tucson Audubon Society but a letter was received fro
them and their concerns were addressed. A copy of the decision memo was sen
them. They will be advised of further activity in the area. The US Fish and
Wildlife were not notified because the project did not require their inpuct. In
retrospect we should have notified the Arizona Game and Fish Department.

4. The NEPA process will not be rushed for the production phase of the projecc.
have notified the mining companies to start the process just as soon as they can anc
make contact with concerned publics, to meet with them and hear their concerns and
see how they can be woven into the project, and to educate the public on the projsc:
so they have a clear understanding of the possible impaccs.

®

The Forest Service is conscious of the potential impacts on Buehman Canvon and che
reclamation of the mine sice.

We look forward to working with you and the mining company on this challenging

project.
7o/ @7y
Sincerely, ,OHN-'
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United States Forest
Department of Service
Agriculture

Coronado NF

Santa Catalina RD

5700 N. Sabino Canyon Rd.

Tucson, Arizona 85715

Lainie Levick

Earth First!!

12120 E. Snyder Road
Tucson, AZ 85749

Dear Lainie:

Reply to: 2810

Date: April 16, 1990

We do not feel a permit or preparation of NEPA documentation is necessary for the
removal of contaminated soil from the site.
Dept. of Environmental Quality on resloving this issue. The questions you have
asked could be best answered by AzDEQ.

We are working with the Arizona

Thank you for your letter and your concerns in this project.

Sincerely,

STEVE R. PLEVEL
District Ranger

cc: Ken Rait, Sierra Club
AzDEQ, Jim DuBois
Budge Mining Company



March 28, 138380

Bill Lewis

Coronado National Forest

Santa Catalina Ranger District
5700 N. Sabino Canyon Road
Tucson, AZ 85715

Dear Bill:

Thank you for sending me copies of the letters to A.F. Budge
Mining and Ken Rait regarding the Korn Kob Mine. The mining
company has previously shown disregard for the conditions of
their permit and need to be monitored more closely. I'm glad to
see that the Forest Service has taken some action on correcting
the problems at this proJject.

Concerning the clean up of the diesel spills, I understand that
the intent of the mining company is to remove the contaminated
soil from the site as the method of clean up. I am aware that a
permit is required for the removal of any resources from Forest
Service land, and since soil is in fact a forest resource. we
request that a permit be reauired for this action detailing
exactly how the soil is to be removed, contained, transported,
disposed of, and where and how it is to be de—contaminated. At
the very least an EA should be done to assess the impact.

I would appreciate receiving a copv of the permit (when

available) and any future correspondence concerning this
prodect.

Sincerely,

’ 4 g i l/ ‘f “-'
Sk sk K oueek
Lainie Levick
Earth First!

12120 E. Snyder Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85749

cc: Department of Environmental Quality



anta Catalina
> Depar 5700 N. Sabino Canyon Rd.
- L Agriculture Tucson, Arizona 85715

Reply to: 2810

Date: March 29, 1990 ' ‘
Ken Rait, Conservation Chair
Sierra Club - Grand Canyon Chapter
1321 E. Lee St. |
Tucson, AZ 85719 ‘
4

Dear Ken:

Thankyou for your letter dated March 6 and 14, 1990, regarding the Korn Kob
project. I'm sorry our response to your letters have been tardy, but Bill Lewis
was not at work the first two weeks in March and I have been busy with other
issues. We have continued to work on the problems, though. Lou Leibbrand,
Forest Engineer, made a final visit with the Arizona Department of Environmental
Quality on March 13, 1990, to assess the problem.

In your March 6, 1990 letter, you raised several concerns that I need to
address. The first issue dealt with capping the holes and possible pollution of
groundwater. Andrew Rendes, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ)
mentioned to Lou Leibbrand that he did not see a problem with this. That oil is
a common occurrence in drilling operations and floats to the top if any ground
water is encountered. At this time, all the holes have been plugged. The second
issue deals with the illegal roads (see the letter from Budge Mining dated March
14, 1990). We feel the appropriate action was taken and the threat of closing
down the operation is a very hard slap on the wrist. The third issue dealt with
the scum on the spring in Buehman Canyon. We have heard from several sources
that this may be a natural phenomenon. Budge Mining has requested Dames & Moore
to test the spring and determine if it came from a petroleum product.

The last paragraph requested we halt operations and write an Environmental Impact

Statement. We do not believe that this is needed and that Budge Mining has been
responsive to investigate or correct problems.

Caring for the Land and Serving People
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Letter to Ken Rait, continued Page 2

In your March 14, 1990 letter, the concern was with the decontamination process
for the diesel fuel spills. Budge Mining is removing all the contaminated soil
from the site and is working with the ADEQ so this can be accomplished according
to their standards. At this time, they are about two-thirds completed. The
Forest Service feels that this does not need any type of NEPA documentation.

If you have any questions, please contact myself or Bill Lewis, 749-8700.

Jto.”

VE R. PLEVEL
District Ranger

Sincerely,

n




March 28, 19390

Bill Lewis

Coronado National Forest

Santa Catalina Ranger District
5700 N. Sabino Canyon Road
Tucson, AZ 857156

Dear Bill:

Thank you for sending me copies of the letters toO a.F. Budge
Mining and Ken Rait regarding the Korn Kob Mine. The mining
company has previously shown disregard for the conditions of
their permit and need to be monitored more closely. I'm glad to
see that the Forest Service has taken some action on correcting

the problems at this prodect.

Concerning the clean up of the diesel spills, 1 understand that
the intent of the mining company ije to remove the contaminated
soil from the site as the method of clean up. I am aware that a
permit is required for the removal of any resources f£rom Forest
Service land, and since soil is in fact a forest resource. we
request that a permit be reaquired for this action detailing
exactly how the soil is to be removed, contained, transoorted,
disposed of, and where and how it is to be de—conbaminated. At
the very least an EA should be done to assess the impact.

g a copV of the permit (when

I would appreciate receivin
concerning this

available) and any future correspondence

prodect.

Sincerely,

5 N ! "
RQLLJLui b(iLR&UQ
Lainie Levick
Earth First!

12420 E. Snyder Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85743

cec: Department of Environmental Quality




}nipgd States Forest Coronado NI Santa Catalina RD

Department of  Service 5700 N. Sabino Canyon Rd.
| -
i fAgriculture Tucson, Arizona 85715
|
| oIt
| Reply to: 181l
|

Date: Xlar
|
|
|
RIELTHNTH MA o

| John W. Norby SeziVoD MAR 3 4530
% A.F. Budge Mining
1 301 N. 75th Street Suize 101

Scottsdale, AZ 85251
| Dear John:

Enclosed is our reply to the er from

concerning the Korn Kob Mine.

& the Sierra
£ there are any inaccurate stacementis
e that you and Bill have been communicacting on cthe

Club dated Febr

EA8€ CONnciacT

myself or Bill Lewis. I am awar ¥4 se
issues and that you are working as quickly as you can to correct anv problems.

) We have reached agreement on the following items:

|

i 1. Unauthorized Roads: given the location of the roads, we would have approved them

| but any further infractions will result in immediatce suspension of all operations.

|
2. Diesel Spill: clean up work will start Saturdayv (March 23) and it is wour intention
to complete the project bv March 15.
3. Plugging the Drill Holes: work will start Frld”" (March 2) and iz is wvour
intention the project will be completed by March 20, 1990.
4. Film on the Spring: you will investigate this situation and report back o us.

; We would like to be notified when these projects are completed.

|

| . . . . . . . - '

l If it is possible, I would like to meet with you to discuss these problems and vour
mining operation at the Korn Keb Mine.
Thank you for your prompt action in dealing with these issues and working with our

office.
Sincerely,

-
0% STEVE R. PLEVEL
District Ranger

Enclosures

cc: Ken Rait, Sierra Club
Jim DuBois, Dept. of Envirornmental Quality
Dirk Denbarrs

Caring for the Land and Serving People
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United States Forest Coronado NF Santa Catalina RD
Department of Servi 5700 N. Sabino Canyon Rd.
Agriculture Tucson, Arizona 85715

Reply to: 2810

Date: March 29, 1990

Ken Rait, Conservation Chair
Sierra Club - Grand Canyon Chapter
1321 E. Lee St.

Tucson, AZ 85719

Dear Ken:

Thankyou for your letter dated March 6 and 14, 1990, regarding the Korn Kob
project. I'm sorry our response to your letters have been tardy, but Bill Lewis
was not at work the first two weeks in March and I have been busy with other
issues. We have continued to work on the problems, though. Lou Leibbrand,
Forest Engineer, made a final visit with the Arizona Department of Environmental
Quality on March 13, 1990, to assess the problem.

In your March 6, 1990 letter, you raised several concerns that I need to
address. The first issue dealt with capping the holes and possible pollution of
groundwater. Andrew Rendes, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ)
mentioned to Lou Leibbrand that he did not see a problem with this. That oil is
a common occurrence in drilling operations and floats to the top if any ground
water is encountered. At this time, all the holes have been plugged. The second
issue deals with the illegal roads (see the letter from Budge Mining dated March
14, 1990). We feel the appropriate action was taken and the threat of closing
down the operation is a very hard slap on the wrist. The third issue dealt with
the scum on the spring in Buehman Canyon. We have heard from several sources
that this may be a natural phenomenon. Budge Mining has requested Dames & Moore
to test the spring and determine if it came from a petroleum product.

The last paragraph requested we halt operations and write an Environmental Impact

Statement. We do not believe that this is needed and that Budge Mining has been
responsive to investigate or correct problems.

Caring for the Land and Serving People



Letter to Ken Rait, continued Page 2

In your March 14, 1990 letter, the concern was with the decontamination process
for the diesel fuel spills. Budge Mining is removing all the contaminated soil
from the site and is working with the ADEQ so this can be accomplished according
to their standards. At this time, they are about two-thirds completed. The
Forest Service feels that this does not need any type of NEPA documentation.

If you have any questions, please contact myself or Bill Lewis, 749-8700.

Sincerely,
CZ /4,4/
E R. PLEVEL

District Ranger



March 28, 1980

Bill Lewis

Coronado National Forest

Santa Catalina Ranger District
5700 N. Sabino Canyon Road
Tucson, AZ 85715

Dear Bill:

Thank you for sending me copies of the letters to A.F. Budge
Mining and Ken Rait regarding the Korn Kob Mine. The mining
company has previously shown disregard for the conditions of
their permit and need to be monitored more closely. I'm glad to
see that the Forest Service has taken some action on correcting
the problems at +his prodect.

Concerning the clean up of the diesel spills, I understand that
the intent of the mining company is to remove the contaminated
soil from the site as the method of clean upP- I am aware that a
permit is required for the removal of any resources from Forest
Service land, and since soil is in fact a forest resource. we
request that a permit be reaquired for this action detailing
exactly how the soil is to be removed, contained, transvorted,
disposed of. and where and how it 1is to be de-concaminated. At
the very least an EA should be done to assess the impact.

I would appreciate receiving a copV of the permit (when
available) and any future correspondence concerning this
prodect.

Sincerely,

RQLLJLuL b(iLﬂ&y&
Lainie Levick
Earth First!

12120 E. Snyder Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85748

cc: Department of Environmental Quality



March 28, 19390

Bill Lewis

Coronado National Forest

Santa Catalina Ranger District
5700 N. Sabino Canyon Road
Tucson, AZ 85715

Dear Bill:

Thank you for sending me copies of the letters to A.F. Budge
Mining and Ken Rait regarding the Korn Kob Mine. The mining
company has previously shown disregard for the conditions of
their permit and need to be monitored more closely. I'm glad to
see that the Forest Service nas takesn some action on correcting
the problems at +his prodect.

Concerning the clean up of the diesel spills, I understand that
the intent of the mining company is to remove the contaminated
soil from the site as the method of clean up. I am aware that a
permit 1is required for the removal of any resources from Forest
Service land, and since soil is 1in fact a forest resource. we
request that a permit be reaquired for this action detailing
exactly how the soil is to be removed, contained, transovorted,
disposed of, and where and how it 1is to be da—conbaminated. At
the very least an EAQ should be done to assess the impact.

I would appreciate receiving a copPV of the permit (when
available) and any future correspondence concerning this
prodect.

Sincerely.,

AL sk §(¢Ln<yt
Lainie Levick
Earth First!

12120 E. Snyder Rd.
Tucson, AZ 857483

cc: Department of Environmental Quality



 United States Forest Coronado NF o Santa Catalina KD
Department of  Servi 5700 N. Sabino Canyon Rd.
Agriculture Tucson, Arizona 85715

Reply to: 2810

Date: March 29, 1990

Ken Rait, Conservation Chair
Sierra Club - Grand Canyon Chapter
1321 E. Lee St.

Tucson, AZ 85719

Dear Ken:

Thankyou for your letter dated March 6 and 14, 1990, regarding the Korn Kob
project. I'm sorry our response to your letters have been tardy, but Bill Lewis
was not at work the first two weeks in March and I have been busy with other
issues. We have continued to work on the problems, though. Lou Leibbrand,
Forest Engineer, made a final visit with the Arizona Department of Environmental
Quality on March 13, 1990, to assess the problem.

In your March 6, 1990 letter, you raised several concerns that I need to
address. The first issue dealt with capping the holes and possible pollution of
groundwater. Andrew Rendes, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ)
mentioned to Lou Leibbrand that he did not see a problem with this. That oil is
a common occurrence in drilling operations and floats to the top if any ground
water is encountered. At this time, all the holes have been plugged. The second
issue deals with the illegal roads (see the letter from Budge Mining dated March
14, 1990). We feel the appropriate action was taken and the threat of closing
down the operation is a very hard slap on the wrist. The third issue dealt with
the scum on the spring in Buehman Canyon. We have heard from several sources
that this may be a natural phenomenon. Budge Mining has requested Dames & Moore
to test the spring and determine if it came from a petroleum product.

The last paragraph requested we halt operations and write an Environmental Impact
Statement. We do not believe that this is needed and that Budge Mining has been
responsive to investigate or correct problems.

Caring for the Land and Serving People



Letter to Ken Rait, continued Page 2

In your March 14, 1990 letter, the concern was with the decontamination process
for the diesel fuel spills. Budge Mining is removing all the contaminated soil
from the site and is working with the ADEQ so this can be accomplished according
to their standards. At this time, they are about two-thirds completed. The
Forest Service feels that this does not need any type of NEPA documentation.

If you have any questions, please contact myself or Bill Lewis, 749-8700.

Sincerely,
CZ 5/4,1./
E R. PLEVEL

District Ranger



United, States Forest Coronado NF Santa Catalina RD
Department of Service 5700 N. Sabino Canyon Rd.
Agriculture Tucson, Arizona 85715

Date: March 2. 1990

Sooiy; ;
| John W. Norby cLEiVED MAR 3 1830
! A.F. Budge Mining '
| 4301 N. 75th Street Suite 101

Scottsdale, AZ 85251
Dear John:

concerning the Korn Kob Mine. If there are any inaccurate statements please contact
myself or Bill Lewis. I am aware that you and Bill have been communicating on these
issues and that you are working as quickly as you can to correct any problems.

|
\ Enclosed is our reply to the lectter from the Sierra Club dated February 23. 1990

“e have reached agreement on the following items:

1. Unauthorized Roads: given the location of the roads, we would have approved them

but any further infractions will result in immediate suspension of all operations.

2. Diesel Spill: clean up work will start Saturday (March 3) and it is your intention
to complete the project by March 15.

3. Plugging the Drill Holes: work will start Friday (March 2) and it is your
intention the project will be completed by March 20, 1990.

4. Film on the Spring: you will investigate this situation and report back to us.

We would like to be notified when these projects are completed.

If it is possible, I would like to meet with you to discuss these problems and vour
mining operation at the Korn Kob Xine.

Thank you for your prompt action in dealing with these issues and working with our
office.

-
0/ STEVE R. PLEVEL
District Ranger

|
|
‘ Sincerely,
l

Enclosures
cc: Ken Rait, Sierra Club
; Jim DuBois, Dept. of Environmental Quality
Dirk Denbarrs

Caring for the Land and Serving People
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¢ United States Forest Coronado NF Santa Catalina RD
Department of  Service 5700 N. Sabino Canyon Rd.
Agriculture Tucson, Arizona 85715

Reply to: 2720

Date: December 11, 1989

Carole A. O'Brien

A.F. Budge (Mining) Limited

4301 North 75th Street, Suite 101
Scottsdale, AZ 85251-3504

Dear Carole:
We received your payment for $2050.00 for the Korn Kob Mine bond. Enclosed is a
copy of the Bill for Collection sent in with the payment. Thank you for your

attention to the matter.

Sincerely,

QA@ O\ s

< STEVE R. PLEVEL
District Ranger RECE'VED DEC 1 4 1989

Enclosures

Caring for the Land and Serving People
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y ()  BILL FOR COLLEGTION l__te of Issue

(Reference FSM 6530)
Tucson, Arizona

Please pay by money order, bank draft, or check Date of Issue
payable to Forest Service, USDA.
December 5, 1989

PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY TIHE DUE DATE INDICATED ON THIS BILL. Postmarks are
not honored. Payment after the due date is subject to an ADMINISTRATIVE CHARGEL
and a PENALTY CHARGE in addition to a LATE PAYMENT CHARGE at the rate currently
prescribed in Treasury Fiscal Requirements Manual, Chapter 6-8000.

A.F. Budge (Mining) Limited
4301 N. 75 St., Suite 101
Scottsdale, AZ 85251-3504

(Please show any change of address below)

------------------------------------ Fold Here-----====-==--cc----=-------------~
Mail Payment with this statement in the enclosed envelope to:

Unit Collection Officer, Forest Service

Southwestern Region, File No. 81656

P.0. Box 60000

San Francisco, CA 94160-1656
Date or Period Description Amount

12/5/89 Bond - Korn Kob Mine 05ta| $2050.00

Ma \\ec\ 12\ la

Bill No. Unit No.| Contract No. Date Payment Due Amount
0685 TO-05 * 12/5/89 Due -> | $2050.00
Contract Transaction Management PY Object
Number Code Code Code Class Amount
* A 863223 * * $ 2050.00
* * S
X X % X : $ *
< 3 3 S *
< X X X $ %
; e S *
TOTAL ----- > $2050.00
Distribution: Original and Receipt Copy to Payor

Permittee File Numerical File Accounts Receivable File Collection Officer
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David A. Mullon Jr.
33 N. Stone Ave., Suite 1100
Tucson, Arizona 85701-1489
(602) 624-6691

October 31, 1990
|

Mr. Steve R. Plevel, District Ranger
‘Santa Catalina Ranger District, CNF
5700 N. Sabino Canyon Road

‘Tucson, Arizona 85715

Re: Keystone Minerals, 1Inc., and A.F. Budge Mining Co.
(collectively referred to hereinafter as "Keystone");

proposed Korn Kob Mine in Beuhman Canyon, Santa Catalina
Ranger District, CNF

\

Dear Mr. Plevel:

Please note my interest in the referenced matter. I requesf that
henceforth you give me notice of any an¢ all developments that
occur in connection with the proposed Korr Kob mine, and that you

send me copies of all future correspondence or other written
materials received and/or prepared by the CNF relating the mine.

A few months ago Bill Lewis informed me tha® Keystone had completed
its exploratory drilling, had run assays >n core samples but had
not yet indicated whether it intended to cevelop the claim. Since
'then I have heard nothing from the Foresi: Service. If there has
been any change in *he status of the matter since my discussion
with Bill Lewis, please inform me of same. .

Although under the District Ranger’s Decision Memo of August 1989,
Keystone was allowed to proceed with road building and core sample
drilling with the use of mechanized equipment but without the
benefit of a plan of operations in apparent contravention of 36 CFR
228.4, I assume that any future mining activities pursuant to the
Korn Kob proposal will be under a suffici=nt plan of operations.
I request that you send me a copies of Key:tone’s notice of intent
to operate and any proposed plan of »>perations as soon as
practicable after they have been served on the Forest Service.

Bill Lewis also informed me as of the time of our conversation, no .
decision had been made on the issue of whether and EIS as opposed
to an EA will be required for this project. That is understandable,



Mr. Steve R. Plevel, District Ranger
October 31, 1990
Page 2

since Keystone had not yet submitted a plan of operations or other
written proposal to further develop the claim. I would emphasize,
however, that with an operation of this kind--an open pit copper
mine and a heap leach extraction system practically in the middle
of a_ stream feeding the San Pedro River--applicable EPA
regulations, 40 CFR 1501.3, 1501.4(b),and 1508.9(a)(1), would
prohibit ruling out an EIS prior to the preparation of an EA. See,
also, Chapter 30 of the Environmental Policy and Procedures
Handbook set forth in FSH 1909.15, at paragraph 31, "Documentation
of Analysis," requiring the responsible Forest Service officer to
document the environmental analysis of a proposed action in a 40
CFR 1508.9 Environmental Assessment to determine whether the
proposed action requires preparation of an EIS.

Even without the benefit of an EA, enough is already known about
the proposed Korn Kob operations to conclude that an EIS will be
necessary. Based on the rough sketches of the mine site, the notes
and the correspondence about the mine in your file, and the well
known unique characteristics of Beuhman Canyon, I feel that the
Forest Service must find that the mine will have a significant
impact on the human environment, and must, therefore, inform
Keystone, when it submits its proposed plan of operations, that
pursuant to 36 CFR 228.5(5), the plan cannot be approved until a
final EIS has been prepared. My arguments in support of this
conclusion are set forth below.

LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS ON THE ISSUE
OF WHETHER TO PREPARE AN S

An EIS is required for any "major" federal action "significantly
affecting the quality of the human environment... ." NEPA § 102(c).
Any federal action is "major" per se if it "significantly" affects
the quality of the human environment. 40 CFR 1508.18. Thus, the
focus is on "significantly."

40 CFR 1508.27 (adopted by the Forest Service in paragraph 05[33]
of the Environmental Policy and Procedures Handbook) states that
the word "significantly" in NEPA § 102(c) requires a consideration .
of the context of the proposed action. In a site-specific action
such as the Korn Kob Mine, context considerations mean an analysis
of impacts on the locale "rather than the world as a whole." 40 CFR
1508.27(a). The importance of this point is that an action
significantly affecting the environment of a small locale may be
a NEPA § 102(c) "significant" action requiring an EIS even though
it may not affect the environment over a large area.



Mr. Steve R. Plevel, District Ranger
October 31, 1990
Page 3

An inquiry into "significance" also requires an evaluation of the
intensity of the impacts of the proposed action. The factors
relevant to an evaluation of the intensity of impacts, according
to 40 CFR 1508.27(b), include the following:
(a) the extent to which the act..on may affect
public health or safety:;

(b) the proximity of the site to unique
resources such as wild and scenic rivers or
ecologically critical areas:;

(c) whether the action will be controversial;

(d) whether the action will pose unique or
unknown risks;

(e) the degree to which the act:ion will set a
precedent for future actions with significant
effects; and

(£) the degree to which the action may affect
threatened or endangered species.

LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS APPLIED TO TAE KORN KOB MINE

Both the context and the intensity of impacts of the Korn Kob Mine
will vary depending on which of the many aspects of the human
environment is being considered. I will identify and discuss here
what I believe are among the mcre important values that will be
seriously impacted by the Korn Kob Mine.

1. Public Health and Safety. The Korn Kob Mine will use a "heap
leach"  extraction method, processing the ore with enormous
quantities of sulfuric ‘acid. It is my understanding that the
leaching operations, if approved, will take place in the canyon
and close to the stream, which, as noted above, flows directly into
the San Pedro River to the east. A sudden overflow after heavy.
rains<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>