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The day you did without copper.
These are some of the things

you did without, the day you did
without copper :

You had no lights .
No telephone .
No television .
No radio .
No shower .
No refrigerator .
No toaster.
No cooling .
No paper.
No change .
No car .
And no door knob .
Which didn't matter. You had

no door keys, either .
Because this was the day you

did without copper .
Every single one of those

things is made with the eternal

metal, or relies heavily on it, or
won't work without it .

Keys and cars and coins and
coolers can't cut it these days
without copper . It's one
non-precious metal we'd have
a hard time replacing .

For one thing, almost
everything that runs with
electricity relies on copper.
Water pipes get their long lives
from copper. The rivets on your
jeans are rustless copper . Copper
is sandwiched into our coins .
The sturdiest keys - and locks
made to last - come from brass,
a stout copper alloy.

But copper's a bashful servant .
Keeps pretty much behind the
scenes . Yet even though you
don't see too much of it, you
can't do much without it . In fact,
it's a safe bet you're using some
right now. Wherever you are .

Here .
Or landing on the moon or

Mars .
Copper.
It's man's eternal metal .
Man's most versatile metal .
Man's most durable metal .
And there's one state that

mines more of this jack-of-all-
trades metal than the other 49
lumped together .

Arizona!
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Man's oldest metal.
Arizona produces more copper

than any state in the nation .
We're big in copper . But we're
just newcomers in the business .

Although copper has been on
earth for millions of years, man
has been using it only since
roughly 8000 B .C . The day a
wandering hunter in the Tigris
and Euphrates river valleys
stumbled across some native
copper and figured out how to
pound it into shape, he'd found
more than just a way of making
himself a better arrowhead .

He'd found man's first metal .
Copper was here to stay .

What's good enough
for the pharoah .

And that was true in more
ways than one . We've been using
the versatile metal ever since .
And we've found out that
products made from copper are
here to stay, too .
Example: The Egyptian

Pharoah, Cheops, had some
copper pipes installed in his
bath . Dug up 50 centuries later,
they were still good for carrying
water. Things made of copper
are made to last!
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The world around us .
The difficulties of meeting

environmental restrictions can
be staggering, too .

Arizona copper producers
have spent upwards of $500
million on environmental
controls .

Mine by-product (waste) piles
are being planted with grasses
and trees . And the mines are
backing research in atmospheric
studies and in agricultural
applications of sulfuric acid,
a smelting by-product .

Water conservation has always
been a fact of life for the mining
industry. Industrial water is
re-used up to eight times .
Conservation has resulted,
among other things, in the
creation of mountain reservoirs
enjoyed year-round by
thousands of Arizonans .

Recycling is old hat to the
copper industry. Because the
metal is practically indestructible,

it has been melted down and
used over and over again for
centuries . In fact, the copper
mined at the time the pyramids
were built may still be in use
somewhere today .
To have copper, you've got to

have ore - which again is a
copper mineral that can be
mined at a profit . And ore is
where you find it . It occurs in
streaks and patches . It is difficult
to predict, with any success,
where ore bodies may be found .
And again, they're worthless to
anyone unless they're (1)
accessible, and (2) high enough
in grade and size that the metal
can be profitably produced .

Deposits like that are not
found just anywhere .

That's why access to land
areas for exploration is so critical
to industry and to anyone who
uses mineral products from the
earth. If areas are closed to
mineral entry, present and future
Americans are denied metals
and minerals that are vital to
their welfare and security .

In the face of increasing
worldwide competition, such
denial could become a critical
problem, making America and
its citizens more dependent on

unreliable and costly foreign
sources of all mineral products .

The Interior Department has
already predicted that by 1985,
unless we develop more of our
copper resources, this country
will need to import 34 per cent
of its domestic copper
requirements . By the year 2000,
the report says, we could be
importing 56 per cent .

With public understanding,
copper production will continue
in Arizona . It will continue to be
a job maker for the state, an
economic boon to everyone who
lives here, and a key source of
one of man's most valuable and
versatile metals .

Think back to our little play
on imagination from the first
page of this story, and what life
might have been like on "the
day you did without copper ."
And be glad it was only fantasy .

Because if Arizona's copper
industry has anything to say
about it, that day will never
come!
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