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Introduction

Just before the turn of the century, the nonferrous metals industry in the

United States was in trouble. Many lead-silver smelters were being

adversely affected by the combination of the burden of low prices, excess

capacity, labor troubles, and increasingly complex ores . The mines,

which contributed so much to the early settling of the American frontier, also

facedproblems . As the smelters failed, mining companies were faced with

the prospect of either having to close or build their own smelters,

and the country could hardly afford to lose the output of metals essential

to the nation's growth .

The American Smelting and Refining Company was organized in 1899

to help meet this impending crisis . In 1975 the Company changed its name

to ASARCO Incorporated. Originally a consolidation of a number of

lead-silver smelting companies, the Company has evolved over the years

into an integrated miner, smelter and refiner of silver, copper, lead, zinc,

and a host of by-product metals . Asarco's expertise in exploration,

mining and milling has also led to expansion into related fields such

as the mining of coal, asbestos, ilmenite (a titanium-bearing mineral),

sand, gravel, and limestone .

The original purpose of the Company, however, remains an important

part of Asarco's operations today: custom smelting and refining of ores

mined by others . This is an important service provided by Asarco to many

mining operations too small to support their own smelters, but whose

combined output represents a significant domestic source of metals . The

metallurgical sophistication of its smelters makes Asarco the only U.S .

firm capable of processing certain complex ores and recovering such

valuable by-products as bismuth and arsenic trioxide .

Since its founding, Asarco's refineries have produced more than 28

million tons of copper, enough to make a household size wire that could



be strung 28,000 times around the world ; 27 million tons of lead, enough to

make 2.7 billion automobile batteries ; approximately seven and one-half

million tons of zinc, which could coat and protect from corrosion a highway

guard rail long enough to cross the U.S. 1530 times; and over six and

one-third billion troy ounces ofsilver, enough to mint nea rly 20 billion of the

last generation of silver dollars (40% silver content) to actually contain

silver. Some of this metal originated from Asarco's own mines , but more

came from the mines of others , and from the mines of Asarco 's associated

companies in other countries .

Metal must be mined where it is found. Almost since its inception

Asarco has been involved in mining ventures outside the U.S . Today it has

significant interests in three of the world's great mining companies . M .f . ' .
Holdings Limited in Australia ; Southern Peru Copper Corporation ; and

Mexico DesarroI/o Industrial Minero, S.A. Additionally, it operates other

mines in Canada, Bolivia, and Peru .

Asarco also has a significant interest in Revere Copper and Brass

Incorporated, a major fabricator of copper, brass, aluminum and a

producer of primary aluminum in the U.S.

An increasingly important source of metal in the world is the scrap

generated by metalworking operations or recovered from obsolescent

automobiles, buildings, appliances, and other metal products . Federated

Metals Corporation, a subsidiaryof Asarco, is a major U.S. recyclerofscrap

metal, converting itinto copper, lead, andzinc alloys fora multitude of uses .

This, then, is Asarco, a company which extracts vital raw materials

from the earth and converts them, along with those extracted by others,

into metals and minerals useful to mankind. How Asarco does this,

and has been doing it for all the years of this, twentieth century, is told in

the following pages .









































ASARCO Mining History Highlights

1899- (above) Asarco
organized . Included in
original consolidation
were mines and mining
claims in Colorado and
Mexico .

1920 -1929-(left)
Page mine in Idaho
started up. Northern
Peru Mining and Smelt-
ing Company orga-
nized . Buchans mine in
Newfoundland brought
into production . (right)
Ground Hog mine in
New Mexico opened .

1930 -1939 -Initial in-
vestment made in Aus-
tralia's Mount Isa Mines
Limited . Acquired inter-
est in Neptune Gold
Mining Company in
Nicaragua .

1900-1909- Merged 1910-1919- (above)
with M . Guggenheim's Purchased mining
Sons. Purchased control properties in Silver Bell
of Federal Mining and district of Arizona .
Smelting Company,
which owned mining
properties in Idaho . Ac-
quired five additional
mines in Mexico .
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1940 -1949 - (right)
Corpus Christi,
Texas, zinc refinery
constructed .

1970-1980-Selby lead
plant closed . Purchased
zinc oxide plants at Hills-
boro, Illinois, and Co-
lumbus, Ohio . Amarillo
zinc refinery closed . Bal-
timore copper refinery
phased out . (above)
Amarillo Copper Refin-
ery completed . Perth

Amboy copper refinery
closed . Modernization
of El Paso plant com-
pleted. Corpus Christi
plant initiated program
to integrate oxide and
sulfide operations .
Tacoma copper refinery
closed .
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1950-1959- Federal 1960 -1969- Arkansas
lead smelter closed. Valley lead smelter
Garfield copper smelter closed . (above) Glover,
sold to Kennecott Cop- Missouri, lead smelter-
per Corporation, refinery started up .
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