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INTRODUCTION

"In order to assure that an increasing population,
accompanied by expanding settlement and growing
mechanization, does not occupy and modify all areas
within the United States and its possessions, leaving
no lands designated for preservation and protection
in their natural condition, it is hereby declared to
be the policy of the Congress to secure for the
American people of present and future generations the
benefits of an enduring resource of wilderness ."

The Wilderness Act, 1964

Arizona is the second fastest-growing state in the nation,
with an annual growth rate of 4 .9 percent. In addition, tourism
has become one of our largest industries, bringing over 16
million people to the state each year . Of the many features
which attract people here, perhaps the most important are the
great opportunities for recreation and the outstanding sense of
wide open spaces . However, our rapidly expanding urban
populations, our many out-of-state visitors, and the growing
national popularity of outdoor recreation are making increasing
demands on Arizona's remaining natural areas . At the same time,
ongoing human development of our rural lands continues to shrink
the once vast roadless regions .

In light of these facts, the Arizona Wilderness Coalition
is presenting this citizens' wilderness proposal . The Coalition
,represents the interests and the efforts of organizations and
individuals who care deeply about the protection of Arizona's wild
lands and rivers . This proposal represents the work of many
people who did careful research on and extensive fieldwork in the
proposed wilderness areas described . Citizens "adopted"
particular areas, looking at federal agency documents from the
earliest wilderness inventories through the most current reports .
Adopters also paid close attention to boundaries, trying"to
include all deserving land and settle what might have been a few
actual conflicts by careful boundary choices .

This proposal describes the values to be preserved in 70
areas administered primarily by the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) covering 2,222,091 acres . It includes long standing
wilderness proposals totalling an additional 1,884,201 for four
national wildlife refuges and two forest areas . And, finally,
recommends two wild and scenic river segments and a national park
study area. The work done gathering this information has
produced a balanced, thoughtful proposal that will protect
rapidly disappearing wild places while avoiding detrimental
effects on other legitimate users of these public lands .

The Arizona Wilderness coalition recommends that Congress
, ;preserve these few remaining roadless areas as an enduring
resource for America .

5



SUMMARY TABLE OF THE ARIZONA WILDERNESS PROPOSAL
(in acres)

NAME / WSA# / EIS

BLM WILDERNESS PROPOSALS
Phoenix District
Mt . Wilson 02-01 P
Black Mts . N . 02-09 AM
Burns Springs 02-10 AM
Mt. Tipton 02-12/42 AM
Grapevine Wash 02-14 AM
Grand Wash Cliffs 02-15 AM
Mt. Davis 02-21 AM
Mt. Nutt 02-24 AM
Warm Springs 02-28/29 AM
Wabayuma Peak 02-37/43 US
Aubrey Peak 02-54 US
Black Mesa 02-56 US
Rawhide Mts . 02-58 US
Arrastra Mtns . 02-59/68 US
Lower Burro Creek 02-60 US
Upper Burro Creek 02-62 US
Buckskin Mts . 02-71 US
Harcuvar Mts . 02-75 US
Hassayampa Rv . Cyn 02-83 US
South Bradshaws 02-84 AM
Harquahala Mts . 02-95 US
Big Horn Mts . 02-99 US
Hummingbird Sprs . 02-100 US
Hell's Canyon 02-119 P
New Water Mts . 02-125 LG
Little Horn Mts .W . 02-126 LG
Little Horn Mts . 02-127 LG
Eagletail Mts . 02-128 LG
East Clanton Hills 02-129 LG
Saddle Mtn. 02-135 US
Face Mtn . 02-136 LG
Signal Mtn. 02-138 LG
Woolsey Peak 02-142/144 LG
No. Maricopa Mts . 02-157 LG
Butterfield Stage 02-164 LG
So. Maricopa Mts . 02-163 LG
-Sierra Estrella 02-160 AM
Table Top Mtn . 02-172 LG
Batamote Mts . 02-175
Sikort Chuapo Mts . 02-176
Pozo Redondo 02-177
White Canyon 02-187 P c
Picacho Mts . 02-194 P
Ragged Top 02-197 AM
Coyote Mts . 02-202 P
Baboquivari Peak 02-203 P
Black Mts ./Ives Peak 02-204 US
Tres Alamos 02-205 US

Phoenix District Total

BLM AWC WSA
PROPOSED PROPOSED SIZE

24821 24821 24821
18400 19150 19:900
23000 27480 30600
28170 38892 34060

0 7680 2'200
0 12176 12:176
0 10880 2'560

27210 31430 29190
90600 94180 114800
38940 40500 38940
16550 16550 16550

0 16000 18575
40025 47850 58!850

109523 133100 123930
21660 24640 22300

0 38910 27390
0 43798 43798

25287 49390 74778
0 32150 21900
0 3520 640

22865 62545 73275
21150 22337 22337

0 31500 67680
0 9700 9379

21680 24200 40600
0 13800 13800
0 106650 91930

78020 97000 119700
0 36560 36600
0 5500 55;00
0 29375 27575

15250 18490 20920
61000 76490 73.930

0 84730 754:83
0 a 9566
0 72004 :0472004

14830 18190 148;30
34400 39823 39823

0 50480 b
0 10665 b<
0 7100 b.
0 16468 69:68
0 6400 6400
0 14995 4460

5080 9060 5080
2065 7465 2065

0 12670 9665
0 12660 8910

740526 1609954 1576438
6



' SAFFORD DISTRICT
Needles Eye 04-01 S 9201 9201 9716
Black Rock 04-08 S 6590 6590 8492

' Fishhooks 04-14 S 10883 68000 15215
Day Mine 04-16 S 0 a 17309
Gila Box 04-22 / 23/24A S 0 17831 17831
Turtle Mtn . 04-22 / 23/24B S 0 17422 17422i
Javelina Peak 04-48 S 0 18853 18853
Peloncillo Mts . 04-60 S 0 12317 12317
Dos Cabeza Mts . 04-65 S 11998 14088 18509

' Bowie Mtn ./North End 04-66 FS c 0 37156 6156
Baker Canyon /Guadalupe /Bunk 04-70 c 0 24910 4812
Hoverrocker/ Hell Hole 04-77 AM c 0 37121 2791

' Galiuro Addition 3 04-81 FS 640 13500 640
Aravaipa Canyon Addition 0 d d

Safford District Total 39312 276989 '' 150063

- YUMA DISTRICT
Needles East Addition 05-05B Y e 0 465 465

;, Crossman Peak 05 - 07B Y .. 19290 38630 38630
Mojave Wash 05-07C / 5-48/2-52 Y 55018 55018 103365
Gibraltar Mtn . 05 - 12 Y 15675 25260 25260
Planet Peak 05-13 Y 16430 17645 17645

' Cactus Plain 05-14A/ B Y 62325 70360 70360
Swansea 05-15A Y 11795 41690 41690

'
East Cactus Plain 05-17 Y
So . Trigo Mts . 05-23A Y

13735
0

13735
4500

13735
4500

Trigo Mts . 05-23B Y 29095 36870 36870
Kofa Unit 3 So . 05 - 31 Y e 0 3400 3400
Kofa Unit 4 No . 05-33 Y e 1380 1900 1900'
Kofa Unit 4 So . 05 - 34 Y e 0 11220 11220
Muggins Mtn . 05 - 53A Y 8855 14455 14455

Yuma District Total 233598 335148 383495

TOTAL BLM WILDERNESS 1013436 2222091 f 2109996

a Included with adjacent area
b Dropped by BLM in inventory phase
c Includes adjacent Forest Service land
d Not studied yet by BLM
e Included in refuge proposal
f Includes 90680 acres adjacent FS land
AM Arizona Mohave DEIS
LG Lower Gila FEIS
P Phoenix FEIS
S Safford FEIS
US Upper Sonoran FEIS

. Y Yuma DEIS
FS Studied by Forest Service

∎ 7



OTHER AGENCY WILDERNESS PROPOSALS

' NAME OF AREA AGENCY
PROPOSED

Kofa National Wildlife Refuge 542600
' Cabeza Prieta Nat'l Wildlife Refuge 833500

Imperial National Wildlife Refuge 8340
Havasu National Wildlife Refuge 3470

' Blue Range Primitive Area 187410
Whitmire Canyon 0

TOTAL OTHER WILDERNESS 1575320

PARK STUDY AND RIVER PROPOSALS
' Gila Complex Nat'l Park Svc Study

Verde Wild and Scenic River Add .
East Verde Wild and Scenic River 0

AWC SIZE OF ''ARE
PROPOSED STUDIED

636740 660000
894000 8600'00
15050 17806
21575 38104

304096 167379
12740 12740

1884201 1756029

151680
8 .5 miles
56 miles



EXISTING WILDERNESS IN ARIZONA

Today, a little more than 2 million acres of federal land in
Arizona is formally protected as wilderness . This represents
less than 3 percent of the land area of the state . Although any
of four federal land managing agencies can manage wilderness, the
vast majority of such areas are under the jurisdiction of the
U .S . Forest Service and National Park Service . As shown in the
chart below, more than 10 percent of the land administered by the
Forest Service and Park, Service are formally protected as
wilderness, while only 2 percent of the. Bureau of Land Management
lands and none of the National Wildlife Refuge lands in the state
enjoy such protection . Hence, the greatest opportunity for
rounding out the National Wilderness Preservation System in
Arizona is on BLM lands and Wildlife Refuges .

The Arizona Wilderness Coalition (AWC) is proud of the role
it played in creating the Arizona Wilderness Act of 1984 .
Although seven previous laws also established individual Arizona
wilderness areas, the 1984 Act was the largest and most
comprehensive . This landmark legislation was made possible in
part by the countless citizens across the state who, under the
banner of AWC, helped to identify and describe specific areas,
work out conflicts with other users and bring valuable
information to the attention of the public and Congress .

ARIZONA WILDERNESS TODAY

TOTAL
ACRES

Entire State 72,688,000

National Forests 11,220,887

National Parks 2,550,000

BLM 12,232,171

Wildlife Refuges 1,697,517

Total Public Land 27,700,575

WILDERNESS
ACRES

2,037,265

1,320,146

444,550

272,569

-0-

2,037,265

PERCENTAGE
WILDERNESS

2 .80

11 .80

17 .4%

2 .20

-0-

7 .4%
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THE WILDERNESS REVIEW PROCESS

Parks, Refuges, Forests

The 1964 Wilderness Act required the U .S . Forest Service,
National Park Service and U .S . Fish and Wildlife Service to study
the lands each managed and report through the President to
Congress as to which areas they consider are suitable for
wilderness . Congress retained the authority to make final
wilderness decisions .

In order to carry out the wilderness study requirement, the
agencies conducted dozens of public hearings in Arizona,
completed detailed wilderness reviews and made recommendations .
Congress has acted on many of the wilderness recommendations
(primarily Forest Service), but has not acted yet on others .
Today, approximately 1,463,875 acres in National Park units ; ;.
including portions of the Grand Canyon, Lake Mead and Glen Canyon
areas have been recommended by the National Park Service for
wilderness . An additional 1,441,676 acres in national wildlife
refuges and 226,000 acres of national forest lands, including the
rugged Blue Range Primitive Area, have been recommended by the

' agencies for wilderness . Although Congress has not yet acted on
these wilderness recommendations, the agencies are generally
required by law and regulation to protect the wilderness values

' of the areas until Congress takes final action .

Bureau of Land Management

The Bureau of Land Management wilderness review process
began twelve years after passage of The Wilderness Act with the
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA), which

I mandated that the BLM study its land holdings for wilderness
characteristics as described in the Wilderness Act .

The wilderness review process was broken down into three
phases : inventory, study, and reporting . The inventory was
conducted to identify areas which satisfied the four basic
wilderness criteria : roadless, substantially natural in
character, a minimum of 5 .,000 acres unless adjacent to an

- existing preserve (wilderness, wildlife refuge, or National Park
Service unit), and outstanding opportunities for solitude or for
primitive and unconfined recreation . The results of the
inventory phase in Arizona were documented in the Arizona
Wilderness Review : Intensive Inventory Decision Report released

' by the BLM in November, 1980 . With that report, the BLM
', designated 130 areas as Wilderness Study Areas (a number which

changed during the process as WSAs were dropped, added, split or
combined) .

During the study phase, the BLM determined the impacts of an
all-wilderness alternative, a no-wilderness alternative, and,
where appropriate, an amended-boundary alternative for each WSA .

' 10
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The study phase results were presented in several Wilderness
Environmental Impact Statements, which included BLM's Proposed
Action for each WSAs .

Former Interior Secretary James Watt substantially disrupted
the wilderness review process in 1982 when he removed from
wilderness consideration all BLM lands for which the federal
government did not own the mineral rights, and those smaller than
5,000 acres . Out of the 1 .5 million acres dropped nationwide,
Arizona was the hardest hit, losing 647,000 acres in 66 areas . In
response, the Sierra Club, The Wilderness Society, and a
coalition of conservationists filed suit against Watt . In April
1985, Judge Lawrence Karlton ruled that these areas were
illegally removed from the review process and ordered the'BLM to
reinstate them . As a result of this court decision, the various
draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) documents already
published were incomplete . Rather than rewrite each BLM
district's EIS to include the reinstated areas, the BLM revised
the Yuma EIS and prepared a separate statewide study (Arizona
Mohave EIS) of the residual units .

The reporting phase required by FLPMA involves submission of
wilderness recommendations by the Secretary of the Interior to
the President no later than November, 1991, and submission- ;of
wilderness recommendations by the President to the U .S . Congress
no later than November, 1993 . Changing the status of a WSA to
wilderness or non-wilderness requires Congressional action :.

From a WSA's identification until it is designated
wilderness or released from consideration, it remains subject to
the BLM's Interim Management Policy . This policy provides 'some
protection, in that WSAs must generally be managed so as not to
damage their wilderness qualities . However, WSAs remain open to
current off-road vehicle use, new mineral claims and leases, and
pre-existing mining or grazing operations which can continue or
expand in ways that impair wilderness suitability . The BLM is
required to monitor such impacts, but cannot prevent the slow
erosion of wilderness values if caused by a "grandfathered!' land
use .

Congress dealt with all BLM WSAs on the Arizona Strip as
part of the Arizona Wilderness Act of 1984 . For that region, the
BLM recommended wilderness designation for 139,000 acres ;'
Congress designated 288,000 acres . Currently there are 9
Congressionally designated BLM wilderness areas totalling 272,569
acres in Arizona .
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FLAWS IN THE BLM ANALYSIS

1

1

In making their final recommendations, the BLM seems to have
forgotten that their own rigorous inventory process already
selected only "outstanding" areas as WSAs, every one of which
meets Congressional wilderness criteria . Although the BLM can : .
study wilderness in individual land use plans, FLPMA required
only one nationwide wilderness study by the BLM . Now is the best
single opportunity to protect meaningful amount of BLM's
remaining and remarkable wildland resources .

Through the course of the BLM wilderness study process,
conservationists have pointed out a variety of flaws in the BLM
analyses and recommendations . Some comments have been accepted
by the BLM and incorporated into their final documents ; others=
have never been adequately addressed . This section will discuss
some general points of contention that remain . More detailed
information that is site specific can be found in the individual
wilderness area summaries .

Failure to Respond to Public Comments

Although there are exceptions, too often BLM held to their .
meager recommendations, even when faced with overwhelming public
support for wilderness . During the comment periods of both the
inventory and study phases, the great majority of commentors
supported large numbers of wilderness areas and large acreages
for each . While some improvements were made between the draft .,
and final EISs, the BLM often recommended minimal acreages and :
only a small number of units . These decisions are surprising in
light of the glowing descriptions of the areas given in the same
documents .

A good example is White Canyon in the Phoenix Resource Area,
which the BLM considers unsuitable for wilderness designation .
BLM reached this decision despite finding outstanding wilderness,
wildlife, and cultural values . During the study phase comment
period, 166 comments specifically supported wilderness
designation of White Canyon . These included a strong statement
of support from Clive Kincaid, who had been leader of the BLM's
Phoenix District Wilderness Inventory team. Only twelve comments
were submitted supporting the BLM's decision .

Misuse of Wilderness Criteria

At each step of the selection process, BLM apparently
followed the most restrictive possible interpretation of the
wilderness criteria . The result has been elimination of vast
qualified acreage from further consideration .

Potential WSA units were dropped for
"intrusions", such as vehicle tracks, old
abandoned cabins, windmills, and corrals .
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Forest Service Roadless Area Review and Evaluation (RARE)
process, such features are not appropriate reasons for denying
wilderness status unless their cumulative impact overwhelms the
naturalness of an area . Historic human activities or even'
existing ones such as ranching do not disqualify an area if a
wilderness experience can still be achieved .

Throughout the process, BLM has misinterpreted their mandate
to expand the diversity of natural ecosystems in the National
Wilderness Preservation System . Rather than seeking to preserve
several areas of each type not yet included in the NWPS,,the BLM
has actually disqualified excellent wildlands simply because they
do not represent unique ecotypes . For example, the Sikort Chuapo
area was rejected because the same plant communities are found in
Organ Pipe National Monument . The Day Mine WSA was rejected
because the adjacent Fishhooks area has similar natural systems,
only "better" . This, despite its having a vegetation type which
is not protected in the NWPS, and which is found only in these
two units and one other that is also not recommended .

In a similar fashion, the mandate to ensure a wide
geographic distribution of wilderness areas was altered into
recommendations against wilderness for WSAs in regions where
other lands have already been protected . This unfortunately
ignores chances to protect large ecosystems from further
fragmentation .

The BLM's evaluation of wilderness qualities showed a`clear
bias for the visually spectacular and the physically
inhospitable . They consistently rejected flat land or rolling
hills in favor of steep, rugged, truly mountainous areas . One of
many examples is the East Clanton Hills WSA, which meets all the
tests for wilderness status but was termed unsuitable because it
just isn't rugged enough overall in the eyes of the BLM .

Inconsistent Application of Wilderness Criteria

The BLM's wilderness recommendations are riddled with,
subjective decisions and inconsistent application of wilderness
criteria . Because of this flaw, recommendations for some parts
of the state are well below a reasonable amount . Generally, the
BLM has recognized the serious failings of the wilderness'
recommendations in the first Environmental Impact Statements

' prepared in the state and has improved recommendations in later
documents . For example, The Arizona Strip DEIS, the first
comprehensive draft report prepared in the state, recommended
only 14 percent of the total WSA acreage for wilderness . 'As
noted earlier, this flawed analysis was soundly rejected when
Congress designated substantially more wilderness on the Strip in
the 1984 Arizona Wilderness Act . Since then, the BLM has
gradually increased the suitable acreage in DEIS's . For example,
the Arizona Mohave DEIS, the most recent prepared by the agency
proposed 73 percent for wilderness - a vast improvement over the
earlier drafts .
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The BLM should be commended for improving the wilderness

I recommendations in later DEIS's ;, however, many of the meager
recommendations in earlier reports - particularly the Safford
EIS - have not been corrected . The AWC proposal helps to evenn
the playing field by preparing a comprehensive, statewide package
that does not include the regional biases of the BLM reports .

Alleged Mineral Conflicts

While wilderness designation still allows development of
valid, existing mineral claims, the BLM has used alleged mineral
conflicts to recommend against a number of areas . This seems
absurd when "The state currently has about 21 million acres of :
federal mineral estate that is considered available for mineral
entry and appropriation under the general mining law ." (Phoenix
FEIS, p . 166) . Mining companies have spent over a century
thoroughly exploring and claiming significant mineral deposits in
Arizona . Wilderness designation for all the land in all the
Arizona WSAs would prevent only new claims for only 10 percent of
the federal mineral estate, the WSAs which are, generally, the
least promising and most inaccessible federal land .

The alleged conflicts seem doubly absurd when considering
that almost all the mineral potential in question is copper .
Statewide, copper and associated minerals (molybdenum, gold and
silver) make up about 85 percent of the total mineral production
dollar value . At the end of 1981 there were 10 .45 billion tons
of copper ore "reserves" reported by the major Arizona copper
companies ; that is, ore which they have located, assayed and
reserved for their development (Arizona Department of Mineral
Resources special report number 5, 1981) . At the average levels
of production since 1970 that volume of reserved ore amounts to
well over a half-century supply . The Arizona Bureau of Geology
and Mineral Technology ("Field Notes", Fall 1983) characterized
these reserves as " . . .almost all cheaper to mine than the proved,
indicated or estimated reserves on federal lands" .

Even the most optimistic of forecasters don't expect

I production to reach the past decade's levels any time in the near
future due to global competition from countries with higher
quality ores and lower production costs (U .S . Bureau of Mines,

' Mineral Commanity Profites, 1983 : Copper ) . In addition, due to
changes in manufacturing and technology the domestic market for .
primary U .S . copper is expected to grow less than one percent per
year through the year 2000 .

' The outlook for Arizona's copper industry shows a steady
decline in its relative contribution to overall employment and

' earnings in the state. By the century's end, metal mining and
manufacturing will produce about 2 .9 percent of the state's total
personal income, down from about 3 .6 percent in 1985 (U .S . Bureau
of Economic Analysis, "Regional Projections," July 1981) .
Employment will drop to about 1 .4 percent of the state's work

∎ force, down from 1 .9 percent irr 1985 .
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In contrast, the demand for wilderness recreation in Arizona
will rise substantially . According to the 1986 Arizona Governors
Task Force on Recreation on Federal Lands, Over the past decade,

' recreation visits to Arizona wilderness has risen about 4 .4
percent per year, a rate just above the national average . This
growth will parallel with the rapid increase in Arizona's . largely

' urban population, currently 3 .3 million . Further, the number of
short-term visitors will increase, growing from about 16 .1 .
million .in 1986 . Almost 20 percent of the state's residents hike
or backpack, as do 14 percent of non-resident visitors, according
to surveys by the Arizona Outdoor Recreation Coordinating
Commission and the State Department of Tourism. Between in-state
and out-of-state visitors, 1984 tourist spending was $4 .7

,~ billion, 11 .36 percent of the Gross State Product . For over a
decade, tourist spending has surpassed the income from mining and
agriculture combined .

Given these facts, denying protection to an area like the
Gila Box or White Canyon due to its mining potential cannot be
defended when recoverable copper is so abundant, both locally and
worldwide .

Overemphasis on manageability Concerns

,~ Often, the BLM argues against wilderness designations
because of alleged concern about the ability of the agency to
manage an area . Off-road vehicle use is one of the primary
manageability concerns cited . The AWC does not agree with the
BLM about these manageability concerns . Off-road vehicles; and

i other management problems can be controlled by clearly posting
areas, patrolling and fining all offenders . This undoubtedly

'~ will require increases in personnel made available for wilderness
management . The AWC supports such increases and recommends that
funds be shifted from development activities (primarily mining

'f and grazing), to resource protection, including wilderness . ;,
management . The AWC also supports an increase in appropriated

_~ funds for this purpose .
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Grazing In Wilderness

In some parts of the state, ranchers have opposed wilderness
designation for the public lands on which they and their families
hold grazing permits . This opposition seems not well founded,
since wilderness designation should not significantly affect
ranching operations . In addition, restricted motorized access
will decrease, if not eliminate, problems related to vandalism
and theft of rangeland developments, harassment and theft of
livestock, gates left open, littering, indiscriminate dumping,
and acceleration of erosion by vehicles .

Both the Wilderness Act of 1964 and BLM's Wilderness
Management Policy specifically provide for the continuation of
grazing in wilderness areas . The 1984 Arizona Wilderness Act
further clarified this issue by stating that " . . .livestock
grazing, and activities and the necessary facilities to support a
livestock grazing program, will be permitted to continue . . . when
such grazing was established prior to classification of an area
as wilderness ." In House Report 96-1126, Congress provided
further guidance on grazing in wilderness areas . The guidelines
cover maintenance of supporting facilities, construction of new,
rangeland improvements, and use of motorized equipment . Because
of these explicit guidelines, grazing should not be a conflict in
considering wilderness designation .

Roads and Ways

A wilderness must be roadless . Thus, what constitutes a
"road" becomes a determining factor in creating the boundaries
for many potential wilderness areas . The 1978 BLM Wilderness
Inventory Handbook defines a roadless area :

' "For the purpose of the wilderness review program, this
refers to the absence of roads which have been improved
and maintained by mechanical means to ensure relatively

' regular and continuous use . A way maintained solely by
the passage of vehicles does not constitute a road .

Words and phrases used in the above definition of
roadless are defined as follows :

1 . Improved and maintained : Actions taken physically by
' man to keep the road open to vehicular traffic .

Improved does not necessarily mean formal con-
struction . Maintained does not necessarily mean

' annual maintenance .

2 . Mechanical means : Use of hand or power machinery
' or tools .
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3 . Relatively regular and continuous use : Vehicular use
which has occurred and will continue to occur on a
relatively regular basis . Examples are : access roads
for equipment to maintain a stock water tank or other
established water sources ; access roads to maintained
recreation sites or facilities ; or access roads to
mining claims .

The same document anticipated the potential for disputes on
the definition of a road with the statement :

"Knowing that some cases will be hard to judge, State
Directors and District Managers will remember that it
is the purpose of the wilderness inventory to find those
places on the public lands which, by their very nature,
truly have the attributes and the character of wilderness,
so that the American people will have the opportunity
through the process of study, recommendation, and deter-
mination by Congress to choose which of these places`
should become part of the National Wilderness Preservation
System . That is certainly the intent of the law .

Wise, unbiased, and careful use of the road definition as
adopted, with full public involvement, will insure that
this intent will be achieved ."

Some of the Coalition' s proposed boundaries reflect these
judgments .

Cherry Stems

In the process of studying BLM's wild lands, the Coalition's
wilderness adopters looked carefully at vehicle trails within
their areas . In some cases , "roads" identified by the BLM- seemed
more like "ways", and many of the BLM's "ways" no longer exist .

In a number of cases, the WSA boundaries and the boundaries
proposed by the Coalition are penetrated by vehicle trails
leading to rangeland developments, old mining operations, or some
other intrusion. Where the way and the intrusion have a
significant negative impact on the overall wilderness
characteristics of a place, the WSA boundary has been drawn to
narrowly exclude them . On a map, the resulting exclusion' looks
like a cherry on a stem . Although an exclusion may appear large
and obtrusive on a map, the impacts are often unnoticeable unless
one is standing directly in the middle of them .

The land within a cherry stem would not be directly
restricted by wilderness designation of the surrounding area .
Where appropriate, the cherry stems should be gated to restrict
vehicular access to individuals who have a definite need to use
them. This policy would enhance both the wilderness
characteristics and the manageability of the surrounding areas,
and would serve to protect the excluded lands from trespass .
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Off-Road Vehicles

M Many of the "ways" that appear in WSAs and surrounding areas
were created by off-road vehicle use . However, the recent

∎ increase in recreational ORV use of public lands (as opposed to
∎ the use of four-wheel drive and high-clearance vehicles for

travel on existing primitive roads and ways ) has pushed the BLM
∎ to develop policies that deal with this user group .

Off-road travel has a devastating effect on natural
resources . As described in a 1979 report by the Council on
Environmental Quality and in numerous other studies , recreational

- ORV use tears up the ground ' s surface while compacting the soil
below . This results in massive soil erosion problems , especially
in the hilly terrain favored by many ORV users . ORVs destroy
vegetation , causing severe habitat losses and creating serious
eyesores . In the arid regions of Arizona, such damage may take

' centuries to heal . In riparian zones, ORV- caused loss of the
tender plant life that stabilizes banks can lead to increased
flood velocities and arroyo cutting . ORVs destroy the natural
quiet of wild lands, disturbing or displacing wildlife and other
recreational users in an area much greater than that covered by
their tracks . Even the most considerate ORV users cannot help
but have an impact far beyond their numbers .

In the agency's rationale for not studying or recommending
certain areas for wilderness designation, the BLM has cited past
or present ORV use as a potential problem or "resource conflict" .
Because of ORVs' inherently destructive nature, the Coalition

- feels that recreational ORV use of roadless and sensitive public
lands should come to an end . Denying wilderness recommendations
to such outstanding areas as the Gila Box or the North Maricopa
Mountains in favor of leaving them open to continued, or worse,
icnreasing ORV use is inexcusable . There are vast areas of
public land throughout Arizona with thousands of miles of

,, primitive routes open to ORV activities . Some areas and trails
should be left undisturbed for wildlife and for those in search
of quiet solitude .

State Lands

' Many of the WSAs have state land inholdings or border state
lands . During the inventory and study phases, the BLM viewed
this as a potential management problem and as a justification for
a non-wilderness recommendation in some cases .

Much of the state land near the WSAs has high quality
wilderness values, in some cases even better than those in the

I WSAs themselves . However, the State Land Department cannot
designate wilderness .

To consolidate scattered holdings and minimize potential .'
' conflicts, the BLM and the state recently began an extensive land

exchange program designed to "block up" ownership and management
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areas . This has already resulted in some substantial
acquisitions by BLM of land within or adjacent to WSAs or to
existing wilderness areas, land highly deserving of wilderness
designation .

For much of the state, these acquisitions are too new to be
reflected in the BLM's final wilderness documents . Even for
those areas where the acquisitions show on the EIS maps, as with
some in the Arizona/Mohave EIS, most have not been reinventoried
for wilderness qualities and are not always part of the agency's
recommendations . They do, however, figure prominently in some of
the Coalition's proposals . Examples include Ragged Top, where
the Coalition used recently acquired lands to substantially
expanded the WSA boundaries, and the Muleshoe Ranch, an area that
previously had very little BLM land but which the Coalition now
proposes as a substantial BLM addition to the Forest Service
Galiuro Wilderness . Because of the ongoing nature of the land
exchange program the AWC recommends that newly acquired BLM land
be studied for wilderness in the land use planning process .

In addition to asking for designation and study of recently
acquired land, we propose some further acquisitions to complete
the integrity of certain WSAs . That land should subsequently be
given wilderness protection .

Split Estate Land

In a number of areas proposed for wilderness by both the BLM
and AWC, some subsurface mineral rights are not federally-owned .
These are called split estate lands . Generally, split estates do
not preclude wilderness designation or management because mineral
values are not high enough to warrant economic development . The
AWC does, however, support the acquisition of subsurface rights
by purchase or exchange to minimize any future management
concerns that may arise and to consolidate federal ownership .
There are a number of examples, such as the recently passed El
Malpais Wilderness bill in New Mexico, where split estate
ownership concerns were adequately addressed .

Wildlife Management

Some opposition to wilderness is based on a misinformed
concern that limits on vehicular use will hinder vital wildlife
management activities, in particular the creation and maintenance
of water holes for bighorn sheep . This issue was specifically
addressed in the California Wilderness Act of 1983, which stated
that such activities are appropriate within wilderness areas .
Managing agencies are allowed to use motor vehicles, backhoes,
helicopters or equipment needed to fulfill agency responsib-
ilities provided that use of mechanical equipment should be the
"minimum necessary" as described in Section 4(c) of the
Wilderness Act .
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In many cases wilderness designation creates the best
possible conditions for the continuation or reintroduction of
many wildlife species . Vehicular access and heavy visitation by
the general public form a major limiting factor for large and
skittish species, such as nesting eagles, mule deer and bighorn
sheep. When human use exceeds acceptable limits, sensitive
species will often abandon preferred habitat areas for less
desirable sites which cannot support healthy populations .
Arizona's desert fish species also suffer from recreational
off-road vehicles, which often splash through the shallow summer
pools necessary for the fishes' survival .

Water Rights

Water resources are an extremely important value in many of
the wilderness areas proposed by the AWC . Springs, streams and
wetlands found in the areas are like a magnet for wildlife and
recreational users ; they must be protected at all costs .
Wilderness areas do not consume water . Instead, they help to
assure a steady supply of clean water for downstream users .

The AWC supports the establishment of federal reserved water
rights in wilderness areas . We support the current practice
under which federal agencies file for water rights sufficient to
meet the purposes for which wilderness areas are established .
Water rights are adjudicated in state court pursuant to Arizona
water law. The priority date for wilderness water rights is the
date the area is officially established as wilderness . In other
words, wilderness water rights are junior to all other rights
established before the wilderness was established and are a
non-consumptive, instream use .
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RIVERS

In 1984 the Arizona Wilderness Coalition proposed that
managing agencies study for inclusion in National Wild and Scenic
River system qualified Arizona rivers identified in 1982 by the
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service in their Nationwide
Rivers Inventory . The AWC proposal also advocated wild and
scenic designation for three rivers . Of the ten rivers proposed
for either study or designation, only 41 miles of one river,
Verde River, were placed into the system .

Arizona contains many rivers and creeks suitable for

I inclusion . Attention to the plight of'our state's rivers has
been inadequate . Encroachment of our expanding population
threatens the health and vitality of the desert riparian
resources, which are among the most threatened ecosystems on the

' North American continent .

The Forest Service and BLM have not done enough in

I addressing the identification and protection of our remaining
free-flowing streams . For example, the Nationwide Rivers
Inventory identified 56 miles of the East Verde River as a

' candidate for further study to round out the system. The Tonto
Forest Plan inadequately considers the East Verde River and other
waterways as potential components of the Wild and Scenic River
System . Placement of a 17-mile portion of East Verde River into

a the Wilderness System still leaves 39 miles of a high quality
river without adequate protection .

' The AWC, realizing not only the importance of protecting our
desert riparian ecosystems, but also providing opportunity for
natural, non-motorized river recreation and enjoyment, supports ;
the following actions :

' 1) Addition of 8 .5 miles of the lower Verde River into the
system, and

2) Study of 56 miles of the EAst Verde River for possible
∎ inclusion into the system .

Addition of these two areas will augment the value of the current
Verde Wild and Scenic River .

Other areas of the state need to be represented in the
a system. In the future we will be working to protect deserving

stretches of riparian areas including proposing appropriate wild
' -and scenic river studies or designations along at least the

following rivers and streams :

Eagle Creek Chevelon Creek Cherry Creek
' Blue River San Francisco River Virgin River'

Salt River Little Colorado River Gila River

I
Black River Upper Verde River Colorado River
Wet Beaver Creek San Pedro River Burro Creek
West Clear Creek E. Fork, Black River Paria River
Big Sandy Creek Tonto Creek

∎
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' SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS



t AREA NAME & NUMBER : MT . WILSON , AZ-020-001
WSA ACREAGE: 24,821
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 24,821

' AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 24,821
INHOLDINGS: None
LOCATION : Bordering Lake Mead National Recreation

' Area, about 10 miles southeast of Hoover
Dam

' Description

Wilson Ridge and its summit, 5445 foot-high Mt . Wilson,
' comprise the highest and most prominent topographic point in the

region surrounding Hoover Dam . The ridge extends north and south
for about 18 miles . Roughly half of its length is within Lake

I Mead National Recreation Area, but the highest and most rugged'
portions are within the BLM unit . Extensive vistas from the
summit include the entire Lake Mead/Lake Mohave region and
distant views of the Eldorado, McCullough, and Spring Mountains

' in Nevada, as well as the Cerbat and Hualapai ranges near
Kingman. Wilson Ridge breaks off dramatically on the west
towards Lake Mohave and U . S . Highway 93, and on the east towards

' the broad, flat Detrital Valley. The WSA includes these spur
ridges with their associated valleys, canyons, and basins .
Portions of the extensive bajada grading into Detrital Valley are

' also part of the WSA . There is little vegetation except in the
washes ; only creosote and bursage soften the harsh contours of
the naked granitic rock which characterizes so much of this area .
The landscape is stark and desolate, but richly colored,

' intricately carved, and impressive in scale with more than 3000
feet of vertical relief .

' Wilderness Qualities

The nine miles of rugged Wilson Ridge, and-'the numerous side
ridges extending from it, form rugged valleys and canyons which
create a topographic complexity that provides outstanding
opportunities for solitude . The nature of this unit - its
isolation, ruggedness, and lack of development - makes it prime
for primitive and unconfined recreation, especially hiking,

∎ backpacking, camping and hunting . The impacts of human activity
on the ground have been very limited in this unit . The wooden

' poles of the powerline right-of-way, which forms the southern
boundary, are barely noticeable in the landscape . The bajadas
are clean and in a clearly natural state .

' Almost the entire WSA is crucial desert bighorn sheep
habitat, classified as "high value" in the Black Mountain Habitat
Management Plan, and has a population of up to 115 sheep . Also

' present are five protected plant species . Scenery along nine'
miles of Wilson Ridge offers prospects of a contrasting and
dramatic landscape for visitors traveling nearby highways or `
visiting the Lake Mead National Recreation Area . From within the
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unit, breathtaking vistas are afforded of the surrounding
countryside for distances of 100 miles of more, including scenic
views of the Grand Canyon, Lake Mead, and the El Dorado and
Spring Mountains in Nevada .

At one time the National Park Service was reportedly
interested in adding Wilson Ridge to the recreation area to
achieve unified management for the wildlife, scenic and
recreation values here .

Resource Analysis

The WSA comprises 4 percent of the Big Ranch allotment,
which is classified as ephemeral . There is no allotment
management plan, no established grazing system in use and the
allotment is not assigned a grazing capacity because it produces
little perennial forage. Only one range facility, a spring,
exists within the WSA, and no new improvements are proposed .

The majority of the WSA is rated as having a low potential
for mineral production . The eastern third of the area is thought
to be moderately favorable for uranium, and one small area is,,
highly favorable for sodium (this is a small corner of a known
sodium deposit which extends for miles outside the WSA's
boundary) . Gold and silver have been reported near the periphery
of the unit .

Recommendations

The pristine nature of the WSA, with few noticeable impacts
from human activity, make it an excellent candidate for
wilderness designation . Furthermore, it offers a whole desert
system, from the tops of ridges to the bajadas, with desert
springs which sustain a variety of wildlife . This area would be
manageable as wilderness due to the absence of resource
development conflicts, lack of ORV access, and the presence of
Lake Mead National Recreation Area lands on three sides of the
WSA .

In addition to recommending the WSA for wilderness
designation, we recommend the following to enhance the wilderness
character : Close the. existing road and way from the boundary,
and put in trailheads, with appropriate educational and
interpretive signage . Because of the extreme pressure it is
currently receiving from cattle, and resource damage to the
riparian habitat of Missouri Spring, the spring should be closed
to cattle access . In addition, it should be repaired, fenced,
and water should be piped out of the narrow confines of the
canyon for cattle and wildlife .

Results of Non-Designation

Nine hundred acres of crucial bighorn habitat, which is
presently being encroached upon by mining and ORV use, would
eventually be lost . Visual impacts of the scars generated by
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such activities could potentially extend across a much broader
area, and be visible from the higher portions of the WSA as well
as from U . S . Highway 93 . The BLM and the Park Service would
continue to pursue separate management goals for their respective
sides of the boundary line, and the BLM portion would remain open
for mineral exploration and production with potentially severe
impacts on the visual resources of the region and the bighorn
populations which now migrate freely between Park and BLM'lands .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : BLACK MOUNTAINS NORTH, AZ-020-009
BURNS SPRINGS , AZ-020-010WSA ACREAGE : AZ-020-009 = 19,900
AZ-020-010 = 30,600

BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : AZ-020-009 = 18,400
AZ-020-010 = 23,000

AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : AZ-020-009 = 19,150
AZ-020-010 = 27,480

INHOLDINGS : AZ-020-009 = 640 (private)

LOCATION : AZ-020-010 = 1,920 (state)
Northwest of Kingman, Arizona,
approximately 6 miles north of State
Route, adjacent to Lake Mead Recreation
area on the west, Cottonwood Road
on the north, and 10 to 12 miles west of
State Route 93 .

I
F

1

I

Description

These two units would be one continuous area but for major
mining activity at the Portland Mine and its access road
which lies between the two units . Black Mountains North and the
northern portion of Burns Springs consist of a spectacular
escarpment at an elevation of 4000 feet above sea level dropping
approximately 2000 feet to the west, terminating along thee
eastern bank of the Colorado River and shore of Lake Mohave . . The
southern portion of Burns Springs consists of rugged, rolling
hills containing a small riparian canyon which starts at Burns
Springs and drains westward towards the Colorado River .

Both units are characterized as Upper Sonoran grasslands
along the western edge of the escarpment . The topography then
drops steeply through rugged geological formations into the
Mohave Valley desert . At this lower elevation the vegetative. typeis typified by creosote and small cacti .

Wildlife within the area is typical of Northwest Arizona and
includes deer, cottontail rabbits, jackrabbits, coyotes, raptors
and a healthy population of bighorn sheep .

Minor human activity consists of several vehicle ways
(neither bulldozed nor bladed), windmills, cement water tanks andinactive mining sites can be found in the areas .
Wilderness Qualities

The recombined units offer outstanding opportunities for
solitude, hiking, photography, "soul-therapy", and breathtaking
vistas in pristine surroundings and the ever-present possibility
of spotting one of the areas small (8-10 individuals) herds of
bighorn sheep . This little traveled area is best visited in theautumn or spring .
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Its proximity to the 15,000 acre Lake Mead National
Recreation Area, which is also being managed for its wilderness
values, presents an important opportunity to
significant area of Arizona's wild lands . protect a

~' Resource Analysis

The Portland Mine and access road separates the two units .This is an active mining district that may encroach uponthe WSA boundaries
. The AWC has carefully drawn proposed

wilderness boundaries to exclude the Portland mine expansion area
from the proposed wilderness

. This is expected to eliminateconflicts between wilderness preservation and mineraldevelopment .

'~ Recommendations

The AWC boundary excludes lands with high value mineral
potential near the Portland Mine

. The two areas complement each
other, and the entire recommended acreage should be designated aswilderness

. Private inholdings should be purchased to enhancethe wilderness boundaries .

' Results of Non-Designation

If these areas are not designated as wilderness , miningactivity and motorized vehicle use can be expected to increase .r The opportunities for quiet and solitude would be impaired, andthe crucial desert bighorn sheep habitat would be seriouslyendangered by ORV entry from nearby recreational areas .



AREA NAME & NUMBER : MOUNT TIPTON , AZ-020-012/042
WSA ACREAGE: 34,060
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 28,170
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 38,892
INHOLDINGS : 4,160 acres of private land
LOCATION : 25 miles NW of Kingman

Description

Geologically, the Cerbat Mountains are part of the Basin and
Range province of Arizona . Elevations range from 3,400 feet
below Cane Spring to 7,148 at the summit of Mount Tipton ., . The
mountains rise abruptly from flat valleys, Detrital Valley on the
the west and Hualapai Valley to the east . Contrasting with the
wild and scenic Mount Tipton are the intricately carved Cerbat
Pinnacles, an intriguing geologic area .

The Mount Tipton area lies within the Mohave Desert, but
contains much more than desert vegetation . The largest area is
covered with chaparral, dominated by shrub live oak . The lowest
areas are dominated by creosote bush, blackbrush and within the
proposed boundary extension to the north, Joshua tree . Between
the desert scrub and chaparral occur areas of semi-desert`
grassland, typified by black grama . The upper reaches of Mount
Tipton have stands of ponderosa pine in a pine-oak woodland that
includes pinyon and manzanita . In the canyon bottoms aree
sections of riparian vegetation extremely important to wildlife .

The Cerbat Mountains contain excellent habitat for mule deer
and bobcat, and cougar sightings have been reported . Raptors are
quite numerous, with 8,000 acres of suitable peregrine falcon
habitat in the WSA . Wild horses are present and apparently
increasing . The area had approximately 230 vertebrate species of
which 17 have some special status .

Wilderness Qualities

A major value of wilderness is the preservation of plant and
animal diversity, qualities the Mount Tipton area has in
abundance . Human imprints are virtually non-existent, and the
area has outstanding solitude and opportunities for primitive and
unconfined recreation . There are many opportunities for hiking,
extended backpacking trips and photography .

Petroglyphs and other artifacts indicate prehistoric human
occupancy of the area, especially near springs . In historic
times the area was used by the Hualapai Indians, the "Pine Tree
People" . In the 1860's, they waged a brief but furious war in
the Cerbat Mountains with the United States Army .

Resource Analysis

The BLM reports approximately 146 placer and lode mining
claims but no mining plans are on file . There are private
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mineral estates on 10,340 acres in twelve parcels . The area has
seen little mining activity ; potentially economic mineral
deposits may exist, but this is true for many areas nearby and
outside of proposed wilderness . This area could have potential
for oil and gas, but none is being developed now .

Grazing allotments cover the area but there is little actual
grazing because of the rugged terrain and sparse forage .

Recommendations

The entire WSA should be given wilderness status . We also
recommend protection of a very important addition to the north .
Three private sections within this addition are in the process of
being acquired by the BLM through trade . If they are not
acquired by the time a wilderness bill is drafted, provision :
should be made for their automatic inclusion if acquisition is
achieved . This addition includes the very scenic Antelope Canyon
and a section of Joshua tree forest .

Another addition runs southeast to include a rugged but
scenic area left out of the WSA only because it was a narrow
extension . It extends from the ridgetop to the lower desertAnd
preserves both diversity and the scenic resources of the road:
along the unit's southern boundary .

Likewise to the southwest is a range of lower desert
mountains which we recommend be included . This is the area most
used by livestock . Wilderness status would protect the area . from
off-road vehicles and would therefore be beneficial to ranching
operations .

Results of Non-Designation

Even for those who do not penetrate the wilderness, scenic
views from roads like that to the crest of the Cerbats are much
enjoyed and an important tourism resource for the state .
Non-designation would leave the area open to scars from new
roads, mining developments and communications towers . Off-road
vehicle use would proliferate, impairing or destroying vital-
wildlife habitat in the canyon bottoms .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : GRAPEVINE , AZ-020-014
WSA ACREAGE: 2,200
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE: 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 7,680
INHOLDINGS: None
LOCATION : Approximately 60 miles north of Kingman,

Arizona, and approximately 10 miles
south of Pierce Ferry on Lake Mead

Description

The proposed Grapevine Wash Wilderness Area is bounded on
the north and west by the Lake Mead National Recreation Area, on
the east by the Grand Canyon National Park, on the southeast by
private parcels, and on the south by recently acquired Bureau of
Land Management parcels . It is contiguous to a proposed
wilderness area in the Lake Mead National Recreation Area .

The proposed wilderness area contains a part of the
spectacular Grand Wash Cliffs to the east, dropping in 2,600 feet
to a bajada which slopes westward into Grapevine Wash . The area
contains numerous drainages running east to west .

A Mohave Desert scrub ecosystem characterizes the area, with
stands of banana yucca, blackbrush, ephedra, ocotilla, and
haplopappus . The area appears to be a suitable habitat for the
limestone milk vetch, a protected species .

The area contains habitat for desert bighorn sheep as well
as for the Gila monster . Raptors are present in substantial
numbers and the area is a verified habitat for golden eagles . It
is a probable habitat for the Gilbert's Skink, the desert night
lizard, and the desert rosy boa .

Wilderness Qualities

The area is scenic and pristine . Considered in conjunction
with the contiguous proposed wilderness in the Lake Mead National
Recreation Area, it provides opportunities for solitude,,
dayhiking, photography, wildlife viewing, and backpacking ;.

Cultural sites include two large roasting pit sites which
are probably eligible for inclusion in the National Register of
Historic Places .

Resource Analysis

There were no mining claims in the area as of August, 1986 .
There is one exploration project which could lead to the
development of one medium open pit mine . No grazing of livestock
occurs in the area .
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Recommendations

The entire 7,680 acres should be designated as wilderness .
The area will combine with the adjacent National Park lands to
protect a very large area of rugged scenery and important
wildlife habitat .

Results of Non-Designation

Motorized vehicle use can be expected to increase in the
area if it is not designated as wilderness . Mining activity and
road development might also be anticipated. These activities
would seriously degrade the wilderness values of the area . An
adverse impact could also be anticipated on the desert bighorn
sheep population . Of special concern are the two historic
roasting pit sites . Non-designation would increase the
likelihood of vandalism to the sites, reducing their usefulness
for future study by archaeologists .
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' AREA NAME & NUMBER: GRAND WASH CLIFFS, AZ-020-015
WSA ACREAGE: 12,176

' BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 12,176
INHOLDINGS: None
LOCATION: 45 miles northeast of Kingman

1
Description

' The Grand Wash Cliffs WSA contains an extensive cliff face
rising from the desert floor elevation of 2400 feet to the

' mountain elevation of 6400 feet . The foothill region of this WSA
contains several intermittent springs which fall several hundred
feet in times of high rainfall . This lower area contains a
number of large impressive rock formations . Beyond these, the

'' desert plains extend into low rolling hills, with flat, wide,
mesquite-lined washes . Vegetation in this lower region of the
WSA includes Mohave Yucca, Catclaw bushes, Beavertail Cactus,

I
Strawberry Cactus, and Buckhorn Cholla . Located also in this
lower region are several Indian sites where chippings and
grinding materials can be found . The top face of the Grand Wash .
Cliffs is covered with scrub oak, pinyon pines and manzanita .
From the top there are outstanding views of the entire Dry Lake
Basin and the east side of the Mount Tipton WSA .

I Wilderness Qualities

The Grand Wash Cliffs unit offers a great deal of solitude,

I isolation and pristine beauty . Visitors to the area may
encounter mule deer, great horned owl, bobcat and osprey . In the
spring there is a profusion of wildflowers including the chia

I

plant, valued by the Indians as a prime food source of energy .
While hiking and photographing the unit our adopters met with no
other people, only the cool mountain breezes and spectacular
mountain vistas . The WSA's northeastern boundary includes some
of the largest Joshua Tree forests in the world, a unique and
interesting feature which wilderness designation would serve to
protect .

I Resource Analysis

A.itnougn it had been stated that this area has recorded
mining claims, there is no evidence of any mining activity recent
or historic . It is our opinion that mining in this area would be
difficult, if not impossible, because it is so rugged and
precipitous . The mountainous portions of the unit are overgrown
with trees and brush and accessible only by hiking . The lower
desert areas would undoubtedly be rated low for potential
development of minerals .

On each of our overnight hikes we saw no evidence of cattle,
and-only one deserted stock tank .
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The Hualapai Indian Reservation borders this WSA for
approximately two miles, but designation of this unit would not

' affect it .

Recommendations

' This WSA provides multiple opportunities for hiking,
photographing, exploring, or just enjoying the quiet of nature .
Awarding this WSA the highest degree of allowable protection, we

I would ensure the continuation of a number of plants and animals,
including a certain amount of protection to the vulnerable Joshua
Forest .

Results of Non-Designation

Wilderness values in certain areas would suffer because of'
' motorized vehicle use, mining exploration, and range

improvements . Scenery would be impaired by mining scars and
roads . Solitude would be impaired by vehicle access and noise .

' Habitats for species like the peregrine falcon and Gila monster
would be impaired . Off-road vehicle use and road construction
would increase .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : MOUNT DAVIS, AZ-020-021
WSA ACREAGE: 2,560
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE: 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 10,880 approximately
INHOLDINGS : 215 private acres
LOCATION: Approximately four miles northh of

Cottonwood Cove on Lake Mohave,
immediately east of the Lake Mead
National Recreation Area

Description

Our proposed Mount Davis Wilderness Area consists`of sixteen
contiguous sections forming a square, plus parts of four other
sections north of the trespass road which forms the south edge of
the proposed wilderness area . The area is bounded on the west
and north by the Lake Mead National Recreation Area . Thus
delineated, the proposed area forms a highly manageable
wilderness area .

The topography of the area is diverse . While the bulk of
Mount Davis proper is within the Lake Mead National Recreation
Area, its eastern flank is the proposed wilderness area . This
eastern flank consists of rugged, multi-colored, volcanic
formations reminiscent of classic "badlands" landscapes= .

Through the heart of the proposed wilderness area lies a
virtually undisturbed bajada, or outwash plain, of remarkable
quiet strength and beauty . There is essentially no imprint or
mark of man's presence here ; it is the only area in Mohave County
being considered for wilderness where this unique and fragile
ecosystem can be preserved .

Along the eastern portion of the proposed wilderness area,
one begins to encounter the foothills of the Black Mountains
below Mount Perkins . Sandy washes among unexplored canyons and
gorges can be found here .

Vegetation consists principally of a sparse creosote-bursage
community with white burrobush, ephedra, wolfberry, snakeweed and
buckwheat . Catclaw acacia and mesquite can be found along sandy
washes . A variety of cactus plants show blooms of great beauty
at various times of the year .

The area contains crucial desert bighorn sheep habitat . It
contains a substantial portion of the Mount Davis lambing
grounds . The area contains suitable habitat for desert tortoise,
Gila monster, Gilbert's skink, ferruginous hawks, and Swainson's
hawks .

Wilderness Qualities

Access °to the proposed wilderness area is difficult . One
must approach it from the south across more than a mile"` of desert
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i pavement and desert washes with some hills . Access is also
possible from the southeast through the Klondyke and Golden Door
Mine roads (which are ostensibly posted "no trespassing") and the

' trespass road along the area's southern boundary . Given this
situation, opportunities for solitude are very high .

' The proposed wilderness area is probably best suited ; to
day-hiking and related activities . The "badlands" scenery, the
possibility of viewing desert bighorn sheep, and the stunning
beauty of cactus blooms in season all contribute to the enjoyment

' of the sight-seer, photographer, and wildlife enthusiast .

Resource Analysis

The proposed wilderness area as delineated would avoid any
conflict with the proposed mining activity on T .26 N ., R . 21 W .,
section 30, since that section is not a part of the proposed
area . There appear to be no other substantial mining conflicts .
No grazing of livestock occurs in the area .

' Recommendations

The entire 10,880 acres should be designated a wilderness .
' The private inholdings on the southern edge should be acquired to

take the wilderness boundary up to the trespass road .

Results of Non-Designation

' Motorized vehicle use can be expected to increase in the
area . There are already signs that off-road vehicles have begun

' to use the area . Increased vehicle use would impair the desert
bighorn sheep habitat and destroy the scenic beauty and desert
vegetation of the area .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : MT . NUTT, AZ-020-024
WSA ACREAGE: 29,190
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 27,210
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 31,430
INHOLDINGS : 1,920 acres of private land, 32?0 acres

of state land
LOCATION: 15 Miles West of Kingman

Description

The Mt . Nutt area consists
Black Mountains trending north
prominent mesas and buttes drop
form an interesting and complex
includes colorful craggy peaks
from deep pink to deep buff and

of an eight mile portion of the
to south through the unit . Many
into deep canyons and washes to
terrain . The rugged topography

and pinnacles which vary' in color
brown .

Mohave desert scrub vegetation is found in the lower
elevations with an upper Sonoran juniper grassland in the higher
elevations . Several springs are surrounded by riparian areas
with hackberry , cottonwood , willow and oak . At one seep, Fig
Tree Spring , wild fig trees grow in the wash .

The unit is bounded by a combination of state and private
land, by a 500 KV powerline and access road, a pipeline and
access road, and portions of vehicle ways .

Wilderness Qualities

The BLM is proposing wilderness designation for this area
because it is one of the finest examples of desert wilderness in
northwest Arizona . The Arizona Wilderness Coalition agrees .
Opportunities for hiking, backpacking, and photography` are
excellent as are the opportunities for bird watching and
botanical studies . The land shows little impact from man .
The diverse rugged terrain provides excellent solitude .

Don Simonis, archaeologist for the BLM, states that this
area has many valuable archaeologic sites . There are some dozen
small rock shelters with pictographs in the northern part of the
unit . The red, black and white paintings are some of the best
that have been found and are probably prehistoric Mohave in
origin . Bighorn Cave is a natural cave 60 feet by 120'` feet that
was occupied from 3500 years ago to about A .D . 1400 . It is being
nominated (August 1987) to the National Register of Historic
Places .

Geologically, the area is also interesting . Once a shield
volcano occupied the present site of Oatman and most of the
present rock formations were thrust out from this center .
Ascending hot solutions of minerals including gold and silver
were deposited along fissures which much later were found by .
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miners . Later great longitudinal blocks "downdropped" along
faults isolating the Black Range . Still later another volcanic''
period spilled basaltic lava over part of the area .

Nearly the entire WSA is classified as critical bighorn
sheep habitat . Some 230 vertebrate species are present of which
21 are special-status species . There are 25,920 acres of
suitable peregrine falcon habitat . There is suitable habitat for
desert tortoise and Gila monsters throughout . Gilbert's skink,
ferruginous and Swainson's hawks are present and even an endemic
snail occurs . Riparian and moist areas found in canyons are
extremely important to wildlife for water and cover . In fact,
they are absolutely essential for most species .

Resource Analysis

The proposal would include two medium open-pit mines near
the boundaries . One medium underground mine and two small hand .
dug open-pit mines for fire opal would be included . Two small
open-pit gold mines will be opened on private mineral lands .
Total disturbed acreage may be 768 acres including four miles of
access roads if developed, but exclusion of these areas would
mean loss of important wildlife and scenic areas, and would open
up the areas to even more potential mining claims .

An Allotment Management Plan has been developed for grazing
in the Black Mountain Allotment which includes some new fences
and water developments, but these will be allowable under
existing wilderness management guidelines . There will also need
to be access and development of certain wildlife watering places,
also allowable within wilderness .

Mohave yucca is being harvested in this general area for
fertilizer and landscaping . Harvest on 1080 acres would be
denied, but this yucca occurs on large areas outside potential
wilderness designation .

The Black Mesa coal slurry pipeline bisects the northwest
projection of the area and would require periodic maintenance
from Flag Springs . Both pipelines could be maintained after
wilderness designation of the area .

Recommendations

The AWC recommends wilderness designation for 29,450 acres
of this unit so that Thumb Butte, a picturesque landmark is
included as well as areas on the southeast side of the area which
are important for access and integrity of management for the
area . The 640 acres which contains Fig Tree Springs is
especially important for the unit's wildlife .
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Cave Spring Canyon, Mt . Nutt WSA



Results of Non-Designation

It is feared that if wilderness protection is not provided,
future unrestricted ORV entry into the Mt . Nutt foothills; ; could
substantially devastate the pristine desert that now exists .
Such use almost invariably is concentrated in canyon bottoms and
is extremely destructive to riparian vegetation . These sites are
essential for wildlife . Extensive mineral development beyond
that already planned would be likewise damaging .
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AREA NAME AND NUMBER :
WSA ACREAGE :
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE :
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE :
INHOLDINGS :
LOCATION :

Description

WARM SPRINGS , AZ-02-028/029
114,800
90,600
94,180
None
Several miles southeast of Oatman

The vegetation in Warm Springs area is typical of the Mohave
Desertscrub Biome . The desert is quite varied, however, and
includes a number of distinct biotic communities . Much of the
lower part has a Creosote bush vegetative series . Steep slopes
are dominated by brittlebush and Mohave cholla. The summit of
Black Mesa has prominent stands of Mohave yucca and bigelow
nolina . The BLM indicates 2010 acres of Mohave yucca would be
protected from harvest . Higher parts of the northern end of the
proposal are dominated by a blackbrush series . There are small
but very important riparian areas around springs and along
drainages . These are vital to wildlife . This is one of the few
proposed wilderness designations containing smoke tree .

Our proposal generally matches the BLM enhanced wilderness
alternative but with addition of approximately 3,000 acres in the
McHeffy Butte area . This would designate 94,180 wilderness .
Large portions of the WSA are essential lambing grounds for
bighorn sheep . Most of the area is suitable for desert tortoise
and Gila monster and 5,120 acres are suitable peregrine falcon
habitat . Coyotes, kangaroo rats and other rodents, a number of
kinds of lizards and snakes and LeConte's Thrasher among bird
species can be found in the area, along with desert mule deer and
golden eagles . Burros introduced by early miners have become
wild and have multiplied greatly . More burros have been' . trapped
at Warm Springs by the BLM than at any other location .

Undoubtedly, the few springs were important to native
peoples traveling through the area . Petroglyphs were found on
rock faces near Warm Springs .

Wilderness Qualities

The variety of plant and animal habitats, the herd of desert
bighorns and the interesting geologic story make this an
important study area for ecological scientists . Wilderness
designation would maintain naturalness,solitude and primitive
recreation . Human imprints include some-jeep trails, a few water
developments and mining prospects which are generally
unobtrusive. Solitude is insured by the large size and varied
topography . Colorful scenery and the possibility of sighting
desert bighorns and other wildlife attract many people . There is
ample opportunity for climbing, hunting and photography .
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I Resource Analysis

1

1

1

According to BLM data, valid existing mineral rights and,
private minerals could still be developed under wilderness
designation. This could allow development of three open-pit
mines and two underground mines . A total of 1200 acres of
potential mineral developments would be denied. Designation
would limit exploration projects ; however, potential for any
economically viable extraction does not seem great .

Livestock and rangeland activities would remain the same
under wilderness designation . Actual grazing use by livestock is
very limited and seasonal .

2,930 acres of Mohave Yucca would be protected from harvest
by wilderness designation .

Wilderness designation enhances opportunities for
non-motorized recreation use such as backpacking, hiking,
wildlife observation and photography . The adverse impacts from
motorized use on soil erosion, naturalness, solitude and
primitive and unconfined recreation would be eliminated . Some
increase of motorized recreation use can be expected on adjoining
areas with wilderness designation .

Results of Non-Designation

Motorized vehicle use can be expected to increase with the
adverse effects noted above . This would degrade habitats of the
desert bighorn, the desert tortoise, peregrine falcon, Gila
monster and Goldroad Forticellia . Additional mining activity
would destroy more habitat . Some 2,930 acres of Mohave yucca,
could be expected to be harvested eliminating some 90 percent of
seed production from this area . Wilderness is very important
to the well being of future generations and for the preservation
of the extensive native gene pool .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER: WABAYUMA PEAK , AZ-020-043
WSA ACREAGE: 38,940
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 38,940
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 40,500
INHOLDINGS : 1,110 acres of private land
LOCATION : 35 miles southwest of Kingman in the

Hualapai Mountains

Description

This towering , rugged peak at the southern end of the
Hualapai Mountain range exhibits a complete spectrum of
ecosystems , from the Sonoran and Mohave desert vegetation' in the
lower reaches to the top where Ponderosa Pines crown the summits .
Many rough escarpments of granite form sheer cliffs and bold,
rugged outcrops throughout this scenic area .

Elevations range from about 2,700 to 7,610 feet at the crest
of Wabayuma Peak . There is a corresponding variety of
precipitation amounts and temperature which are reflected in
changes in vegetation types . The region is classified by
geologists as being in the Basin and Range Province of southern
and western Arizona .

Developments, especially housing, have been encroaching up
to the base of the mountains . A religious settlement exists on
private land in Walnut Creek, adjacent to the proposed
wilderness .

Wilderness Qualities

The wide ranging elevations, temperatures, and vegetative
types make this an important ecological area . Vegetation' typical
of both the Mohave and Sonoran Deserts intermingles at the base
of the mountains . Plant and animal communities then change
progressively to ponderosa pine forests on the mountain summits .
The frequent changes .along soil and elevational gradients are
very valuable to scientists studying soil, climate, and plant and
animal relationships . In addition, there is a major genetic
resource in the wide variety of species present .

The large range of elevation and heavy vegetative screening
in canyons and washes make this area one that offers excellent
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation . This is a wilderness accessible to visitors
throughout the year. Hiking, horseback riding and backpacking
are at their best at times when other regions are cold and snow
covered .

The area provides a wide variety and potential for wildlife
with the diversity of habitat types . Wildlife ranges from mule
deer and coyotes to raptors and kangaroo rats .
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I

The Hualapai Mountains have limited but important watershed
and water recharge values . In the desert surroundings,, the
springs and short , intermittent streams are important out of all

' proportion to their size . Wilderness designation would 'preserve
and enhance watershed values for both wildlife and livestock .

' Resource Analysis

'
Livestock grazing over much of the area is marginal because

of the steepness of the terrain and lack of forage . A number of
water developments and pipelines have been abandoned . Wilderness
designation would have little effect on livestock range
management because ranchers can still service watering
developments within a wilderness area according to the wilderness
Act and subsequent committee interpretation by Congress .

In the past , copper, lead , zinc and some gold and silver
mining were concentrated in the Boriana Canyon area at the
Antler, Copper World, and Boriana mines . These are outside of

' the proposed boundaries and are no longer operating .

Recommendations

' The AWC is proposing wilderness for all of the BLM'
recommended area, plus small additional areas that would allow

' inclusion of Joshua Tree communities . Preservation of
biodiversity is one of the foremost objectives of the AWC
proposal . Joshua Trees are typical of the Mohave Desert, while
the larger vegetative types with saguaros are typical of the
Sonoran Desert .

Results of Non-Designation

Non-designation would encourage continued proliferation of
jeep roads and further construction of improved roads . Harmful
erosional effects can be observed in many nearby locations . The

' most valuable habitats for wildlife are riparian and wetland, but
almost invariably , roads and developments are placed so''that
these areas receive heavy impact and are often destroyed . Many
wildlife species are entirely dependent on these habitats and
would suffer from their loss .

Roads and developments destroy much of the scenic values
' which, along with the climate , bring many visitors to Arizona .

This is true even for those who never leave the highway, but who
enjoy the unscarred landscapes in the background . Part of the

' proposed eastern boundary of this wilderness designation is a
very scenic ridgetop road . The panoramic views from this road
could be seriously damaged by having the scenery marred by ugly

' and inappropriate developments .
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' AREA NAME & NUMBER : AUBREY PEAK, AZ-020-054

WSA ACREAGE : 16,550

'
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE :
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE :

16,550
16,550

INHOLDINGS : None
LOCATION : Southernmost portion of Mohave

' County, about 50 miles southeast of
Kingman and 12 miles north of the
Bill Williams River

∎ Description

' This WSA is entirely volcanic in origin and displays a wide
variety of interesting features such as buttes, dikes, plugs,
natural windows, tafoni caves, spires, overhangs and slickrock .

' terraces . Elevations range from 1800 feet to 3221 feet . The
highest point in the WSA, a spectacular sheer-sided monolith of
naked rock, has never been named and can probably not be climbed
without specialized equipment . Aubrey Peak, at 2953, is more

' accessible, though still a challenge to experienced hikers .
Geographically, the WSA is quite diverse with not only rugged
peaks and cliffs, but also scenic desert washes, pristine
interior basins, and stretches of the outwash plain sloping down
towards Centennial Wash on the south . Vegetation is a mixture of
Sonoran and Mohave Desert species, with saguaro cactus and Joshua

' trees frequently growing side by side .

Wilderness Qualities

' The colorful layers of volcanic rock, carved into an endless
variety of fascinating shapes and forms, provide unusual and
outstanding natural scenery . Topographic and vegetative
screening are excellent and lead to a feeling of isolation and

. solitude whether you are on the high peaks or wandering through
the basins below . Dayhiking, backpacking, and technical
rock-climbing are all possible here, as well . as hunting and

' horseback riding. In addition to its scenic and recreational
values, the WSA provides habitat for up to 331 species of
wildlife . There are eleven special-status species, including

' prairie falcons, golden eagles, desert rosy boas, and others .,`' .
The entire WSA is crucial desert bighorn sheep habitat . There-
are also 3820 acres of crucial desert tortoise habitat . The

' mixture of Sonoran and Mohave Desert ecosystems is unusual and, of
special interest to scientists and educators . Stillinc~ia
linearifolia , a protected plant species, has been documented

' within the WSA along Centennial Wash .

Resource Analysis

The unit comprises about 28 percent of the Bateman SpringsI allotment, 4 percent of the Artillery Range allotment, and 3
percent of the Planet allotment . Two miles of fence and one

' water catchment planned for the Bateman Spring allotment would
still be permitted under wilderness designation .
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The WSA has 4430 acres considered to have high mineral
potential and 800 acres with moderate potential . Minerals
reported to be present include copper, lead, gold, silver and
uranium . No large-scale production has taken place within the
WSA, although numerous producing mines are found well outside its
boundaries .

Recommendations

We concur with the BLM's recommendation to designate the
entire 16,550 acres of the Aubrey Peak WSA as wilderness .
Boundaries are well defined by existing roads, utility corridors,
and topographic features .

Results of Non-Designation

Potential mineral prospecting with its associated
road building and vehicle use would result in the loss of
existing wilderness values across 25 percent of the WSA . Visual
impacts from mining operations and haul roads would remain severe
over the long term due to the difficulty of site reclamation in
an arid, rocky environment . Over 3100 acres of crucial bighorn
sheep habitat and 840 acres of crucial desert tortoise habitat
would be destroyed or degraded by increased human activity in the
area . ORV use could also become a problem in the gentler terrain
in the southern portion of the unit and in the interior basins in
the northern half .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER :
WSA ACREAGE :
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE :
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE :
INHOLDINGS :
LOCATION :

Description

BLACK MESA,
17,010
0
16,000
None

Az-020-056

Southeast Mohave County, 5
Alamo Lake

Black Mesa is a volcanic formation rising 900 feet above the
surrounding desert to an elevation of 3250 feet . The 6 1/2 mile
long and 4 mile wide mesa is characterized by a wall of very
steep cliffs on its northeastern edge, which culminates at Eagle
Point, the highest point in the area . Black Mesa has somewhat
steep sides on its northern and western edges, but gently ; slopes
towards the southwest . The WSA is delineated on three sides by
dirt roads .

The numerous drainages and washes of the area are not very
pronounced, leaving Black Mesa fairly monolithic . The mesa
itself is made of sandstone covered with a stratum of volcanic
lava (basalt) . The vegetation throughout the area is typically
Sonoran desert with a preponderance of small palo verdes, ;sahuaros and chollas . In the northern portion, plants typical of
the Mohave desert are also found . On top of the mesa, vegetation
is more sparse than on the slopes and washes and the terrain is
fairly flat and littered with volcanic rocks .

Wilderness Values

Black Mesa is very isolated, 20 miles from the nearest paved
road (U .S . 93) . The area is seldom visited and unknown to the
general public . There is no evidence of other human visitation
(no garbage, trails or shotgun shells) . Its isolation, along
with its topographic screening and vastness, provide outstanding
potential for solitude . Black Mesa WSA also offers outstanding
opportunities for primitive recreation, including hiking,, ;
backpacking, photography and birdwatching . A volcanic plug on
the north central part of the unit, appeared to be a perch for
birds of prey ; the chirping of birds can be heard throughout the
area .

According to the EIS the unit is host to four special status
wildlife species ; golden eagle, prairie falcon, desert tortoise
and Gila monster, and contains "2000 culturally sensitive,
resource acres ."

There are outstanding vistas from the top of the mesa(Aubrey Peak WSA , Artillery Peak, Aquarius Mountains , Hualapais,Bill Williams mountains , Arrastras , Big°Sandy River and Alamo
Lake) .
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1
Resource Analysis

The Federal Government owns all the surface acres of the
Black Mesa area and 47 percent of its subsurface mineral rights .
The state owns 3 percent and Santa Fe Minerals Corp . owns 50
percent of the mineral rights . Presently there are 64 mineral
claims in the area, but no mineral exploitation is occurring now,
or has occurred recently within its borders .

Three grazing allotments overlap into the area : Alamo and
Alamo Crossing (each with 6 percent of their allotment within the
WSA) and Artillery Range (20 percent on the area) .

In the northern reaches of the area, there exists a wooden
pole powerline which runs northeast to southeast . Along this
utility corridor there is a dirt road which has been enlarged
illegally numerous times and, as such, interferes with the
wilderness quality of that part of the area . The AWC proposed
wilderness boundary would exclude this utility line and the 1,000
acres north of it .

Recommendations

The BLM has recommended against wilderness for this area in
part because of the "potential conflicts with mineral development
and the checkerboard pattern of mineral ownership" . However,
Santa Fe Minerals Corp . is ready to trade its mineral rights .

The AWC recommends designating approximately 16,000' acres of
Black Mesa WSA as wilderness and excluding roughly 1000 acres
which lie north of the described utility corridor .

Results of Non-Designation

Non-designation would result in a
degradation of the natural, scenic and
Black Mesa . Such degradation would be
exploration and ORV's .

gradual and irreversible
recreation qualities of
caused by mineral
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : RAWHIDE MOUNTAINS , AZ-020-058
WSA ACREAGE : 58,850'
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 40,025
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 47,850

'
INHOLDINGS :
LOCATION: ••

None
Immediately west of Lake Alamo State
Park

∎ Description

' The Rawhide Mountains are low hills composed of highly
eroded shist, gneiss, and granite, with numerous rugged
outcroppings . Elevation varies from 1,730 feet to 2,430 feet .
The highest peaks in the range are located in the northwest
portion of the unit . Several canyons, some with waterfalls, lead
from the mountains south to the Bill Williams River . The Bill
Williams-"River, a perennial river, winds through a steep 600 foot
deep'gorge. Several rocky side canyons enter this lushly
vegetated canyon .

The Buckskin Mountains, south of the Bill Williams River,
' slope from the 3,927 foot Ives Peak in the north to the 1,700

foot Butler Valley in the south .

Geologically, the area is made up of precambian granitic
gneiss, with areas of cretaceous sedimentary rock . Remnants of
an ancient sea, redwall and Martin limestone can be found within,,
the Rawhide boundaries .

Botanically, the area is in the lower Sonoran life zone,
with the Palo verde-saguaro community predominant . A
creosote bursage community is found at the lower elevations and
is dominant in Butler Valley . The banks of the Bill Williams
River host a desert scrub riparian community mixed with stretches
of cottonwood and willow .

Biologically, the area is prime habitat for a variety of
birds . A pair of desert Bald Eagles are nesting at Alamo Lake,
just east of the river, while a variety of hawks are found along
the river . The Rawhide Mountains contain 1,200 acres of crucial`
desert tortoise habitat . The riparian habitat supports seven of
the 19 special status wildlife species found in the WSA .

Wilderness Qualities

The riparian environment, with year-round water, attracts
wildlife such as beaver, fish, eagles, hawks, deer, burros,
tortoises, and adds to the enjoyment of hikers, backpackers, and
photographers . The cottonwood and willow environment has become
rare in Arizona and this delightful riparian area is cherished by
hikers along the Bill Williams River . The river, canyons, and
desert peaks offer the visitor the beauty of brightly colored
rock, summit vistas, emerald vegetation, and water flowing in the
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desert . Places for solitude abound . Evidence of ancient hunters
and gatherers are found in rock art and ancient trails, adding

' interest to the area .

Visitor access is most common from Alamo Lake State Park on
' the east .

Resource Analysis

The BLM would need to acquire 4,760 acres of subsurface
mineral rights, as well as surface mineral rights on 400 acres of
adjacent and private land . The Arizona-Montana Mine and the Blue

' Bell mine in the center of the area, south of the Bill Williams
River have an adverse impact on the naturalness of the immediate
area . They are located on a private inholding .

' According to the BLM Final EIS, August 1987, "Livestock
grazing will be maintained at present levels unless adjusted for
reasons prescribed to achieve the multiple-use resource

' objectives for the rangeland . A total of four miles of boundary
fence is proposed . The entire route will be designed to blend
into the surrounding landscape . All materials will be packed or
air lifted into the area ."

Recommendations

t The AWC recommends that the BLM's original Enhanced
Wilderness proposal, as stated in the Draft EIS dated September
1982, be adopted . This includes protection for the riparian

' environment of the Bill Williams River as well as including a
larger portion of the Buckskin Mountains . It would exclude areas
of mining activity that would have a negative effect on the

' area's naturalness . The size of the proposed wilderness is
adequate to provide visitors an opportunity to explore the
canyons, mountains, desert, and river environments, season after
season . The area, ideally located adjacent the well-used Alamo,

' Lake State Park, permits easy access to a rare riparian landscape
for both recreational and educational purposes .

' Result of Non-Designation

Failure to designate this valuable area as wilderness would
' open the area to unrestricted entry and would result in serious'

destruction of the fragile riparian landscape, so precious for
wildlife habitat . As the impairment increased, it would not only
affect the welfare of the wildlife, but in time, as the delicate

I landscape was ravaged, the Rawhide Mountains would lose its
recreational appeal .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER :
WSA ACREAGE :
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE :
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE :
INHOLDINGS :

LOCATION :

Description

ARRASTRA MOUNTAINS , 020-059/068
123,930
109,523
133,100
1,920 private ; 6450 acres
pending BLM acquisition
About 55 miles northwest
north of the Santa Maria
of Highway 93

state land

of Wickenburg,
River and west

This exceptionally large, rugged, scenic, and diverse unit
includes a great variety of landforms and ecosystems . The
Poachie Mountains trend southeast-to-northwest through the unit
and reach a high point of 4807 feet at Arrastra Mountain .' The
southern and western slopes of the range are drained by a series
of lengthy canyons and washes which empty into one of the two
large ephemeral desert rivers within the unit, the south-flowing
Big Sandy or the west-flowing Santa Maria . The bulk of the WSA
lies within the triangle formed by the confluence of these two
rivers, but there are other notable features as well . The .
Artillery Mountains, west of the Big Sandy, are lower than the
Poachies but far more rugged, dominated by the angular red spire
of Artillery Peak . Black Canyon, draining the north slope of the
Poachies, is a winding volcanic gorge with flowing springs and
outstanding petroglyph panels . People's Canyon, a tributary of
the Santa Maria (and a separate WSA until 1984, when the BLM
acquired intervening state lands), is a true desert oasis ;
featuring lush riparian habitat and gorgeous aquatic scenery deep
within a colorful rhyolitic canyon . The Arrastra Mountain WSA is
located in a region where Sonoran and Mohave desert ecosystems meet
and mingle . This fact, along with the extensive riparian habitat
(18 miles along the two rivers, plus another 4 miles in People's
Canyon), accounts for the area's unusual diversity of plant and
animal species . Bald eagles, zone-tailed hawks, peregrine
falcons, mountain lions, Gila monsters, and desert tortoises all
make their home here . Vegetation ranges from riparian forests to
desert species such as saguaro and Joshua tree, while on the high
ridges of the Poachies chaparral thickets and juniper may be
found . Though occasional evidence of livestock grazing or
historic mineral prospecting can be seen, most of the'WSA is
remarkably pristine and untouched by man .

Wilderness Qualities

Scenery throughout the WSA is spectacular, colorful,, and
laid out on a large scale with splendid opportunities for
solitude and many different forms of wilderness recreation .
These range from dayhikes to extended backpacks (made easier by
reliable and abundant water sources), hunting trips,
rockhounding, nature study, wildlife observation, photography, .
horseback riding, rock climbing, and perhaps even river-running
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during periods of high run-off . The WSA has numerous
' supplemental values and special features which can be broken down

into several categories .

The WSA has more than 20 miles of high-quality riparian

I habitat in a desert setting . The Big Sandy and Santa Maria
Rivers are lined with cottonwoods, sycamores, willows, and
tamarisk, sometimes in jungle-like profusion . The Santa Maria

' also shelters a rare specimen of a vanishing ecosystem : an
extensive mesquite bosque which, according to BLM, is the
"largest, healthiest undisturbed habitat of this type in the
state" . Nearby People''s Canyon has been described by BLM as "a

' unique desert oasis isolated in the core of an immense natural
area" . In 1985 People's Canyon Creek was designated by the
Arizona Water Quality Control Council as "unique waters of

I exceptional significance" for endangered animal species and
unusual biological systems .

The WSA supports 292 species of wildlife, including 20
1 special-status species . Among these are known populations of

golden and bald eagles, zone-tailed hawks, ospreys, and other
raptors ; rare aquatic species such as humpback chub, Gila

' topminnow, and desert pupfish ; and an assortment of other
creatures ranging from Gila monsters to snowy egrets . The WSA
also contains 29,400 acres of crucial desert tortoise habitat

. with an estimated population of more than 600 adults, and 35,000 _
acres of habitat suitable for reintroduction of bighorn sheep .

Six major plant communities representing both Sonoran and
∎ Mohave desert types, can be found here,'creating unusual
∎ juxtapositions of common plants (such as Joshua trees, saguaro

cactus, and junipers all growing side-by-side) as well as
assemblages of rare plants not found elsewhere in the region .
People's Canyon even contains a type of wild orchid, and a
tropical fern (Thelypteris puberula) found at only two other
sites in Arizona, both in the distant southeastern corner of the

' state .

There are 29 recorded cultural sites in the WSA, eight of
' which are eligible for the National Register of Historic Places .

Among the most important of these are two well-preserved
petroglyph panels in Black Canyon, in the northeastern part of

I the WSA. A total of 22,000 acres in the WSA are considered
culturally sensitive .

Resource Analysis

The WSA contains 29,170 acres thought to have high mineral
potential, 10,200 acres of moderate mineral potential, and 7640 acres
of non-federal mineral estate . Much of the "high" and "moderate"'
potential overlaps the most sensitive portions of the WSA : the beds
of the Santa Maria and Big Sandy Rivers, the upper reaches of People's
Canyon, and Black Canyon with its outstanding cultural sites .
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r Minerals thought to be present include coPPer, lead gold, silver,
uranium, zinc, and manganese . Oil and gas potential is low and no
leasable mineral deposits are known .

The WSA overlaps several grazing allotments, and number of
livestock developments are existing or planned for the area .

' However, the nature of these developments - fences, water
catchments, spring boxes, etc . - are compatible with BLM's
wilderness management guidelines and their construction, use, and

' maintenance would be allowed under wilderness designation .

Recommendations

' The BLM's proposal unnecessarily eliminates portions of the
Santa Maria River and deletes the entire northeast corner . of the unit
including Black Canyon with its petroglyph panels and spectacular

' volcanic scenery, and about 50 percent of the unit's crucial
desert tortoise habitat . We recommend that the entire WSA be
designated as wilderness (123,930 acres) plus approximately 6,450
acres of state lands in the People's Canyon area (to which the'
BLM will acquire title in the near future ; see Federal Register
notice, 6/25/87, p .23893), and approximately 2,720 acres of mixed

' BLM and private lands along the Big Sandy River in the
northwestern corner of the area . Total proposed acreage is
approximately 133,100 acres . Pending land trades with the state
will transfer additional lands along the Santa Maria River to the

' BLM and create a common boundary between Arrastra Mountain and
the Black Mountain/Ives Peak WSA to the south, in effect creating
a single huge wilderness area of remarkable quality and

' diversity .

Results of Non-Designation

' Potential mining operations and their associated road
construction would impair naturalness, disrupt wildlife habitat,
and create visual impacts that would be very difficult to
reclaim . Cumulative impacts near one potential mine site in the'
center of the unit would result in a loss of wilderness values on
nearly 20,000 acres . Use of off-road vehicles, especially
three-wheeled ATC's, will spread into the sandy beds of the Santa'
Maria River, Big Sandy River, People's Canyon, and Black :Canyon .
Such use would be very damaging to sensitive riparian ecosystems,
and the noise and visual intrusion of vehicles would degrade
wilderness values along the stream corridors that are such an
important part of this area . According to BLM, lack of,
wilderness designation for this area would eventually result in
loss or degradation of 95 percent of its riparian habitat due to'
ORV use, mining, and road building. Increased vehicle access
could also result in looting and vandalism at the prehistoric
cultural sites in Black Canyon and throughout the unit .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER :
WSA ACREAGE :
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE :
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE :
INHOLDINGS :

LOWER BURRO CREEK,
22,300
21,660
24,640

AZ-020-060

LOCATION :

Description

1,280 acres of private land, 1,700 acres
of state land
50 miles northwest of Wickenburg

While not a large area, Lower Burro Creek is really a
complex system of many canyons, mesas, valleys, springs, and
streams . It possesses a barren beauty due to the incredible
variety of geologic features . Some intriguing topographical
features include Hell's Half Acre, an area of deeply sculptured
canyons, and Kaiser Spring, which offers a combination of the
captivating look and sound of running water flowing over the
magnificence of polished rock .

Much of the area is characterized by the Lower Sonoran
vegetation dominated by saguaro and paloverde with associated
creosote, buckhorn and teddy bear cholla, ocotillo, and various
other small cacti and shrubs . The area of the springs team with
seepwillow, mesquite, and catclaw acacia . Lower Burro Creek and
Kaiser Spring support cottonwood and other broadleaf riparian
trees .

The area's permanent water supply attracts a broad range''of
wildlife species . Bald and Golden Eagles, Prairie Falcons, and
blackhawks represent the raptors residing in the area . The creek
itself invites a vast array of water birds, including the great
blue heron. Desert tortoise and Gila monsters have been observed
in the area as have other sensitive species .

The area is known for its several historic homesteads and
archaeological finds such as a prehistoric quarry .

Wilderness Qualities

The area's opportunities for solitude are excellent ; the
rugged terrain supplies endless amounts of alcoves and rock
outcroppings that a visitor may enjoy in peace .

In the lower stretches of Burro Creek the deep canyon
provides an ::xcellent frame for the lear pools that stairstep
toward the Santa Maria . Hell's Half Acre is a block of intricate
rocks rising from the surrounding land near the center of the,
WSA. Within the Hell's Half Acre there are narrow canyons, steep
walls, spires and overhangs . Kaiser Springs Wash begins in a .'
wide valley with no evidence of the steep walled canyon that lies
ahead . There is little water at the head of the canyon ; however,
when you reach Kaiser Springs the canyon comes alive with an
extensive riparian habitat, including large cottonwoods that 'are
home to the the Mexican blackhawk .
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I

The state of Arizona has designated Burro Creek a "unique
water" to maintain the existing high water quality . Also, BLM'-
has filed with the state for an instream water flow to protect
the riparian areas .

Resource Analysis

The Federal government owns the minerals on 21,660 acres,
and the state of Arizona owns the remaining 640 subsurface acres .
As of 1981, there were approximately 103 mining claims within the
area. The minerals in and around this WSA consist of developed
deposits of gold, silver, and clay, an exploration deposit of
magnesium, and a reported occurrence of copper and molybdenum,,
but their status is unknown .

The Draft EIS states that "recent price reductions in
metals, however, suggest that none of the WSA's mining claims
located now or before designation would be found to be valid ."'
In addition, they feel that designation would not allow
development of potential geothermal facilities .

This area contains sections of five grazing allotments
listed in the BLM EIS . From the monitoring by both the BLM and

∎ members of AWC, it is apparent that range management improvements
are needed to protect the area from overgrazing . Wilderness
designation, while not decreasing livestock use, would certainly

i encourage rehabilitation in the riparian corridor .

_ Recommendations

An area of stark and drastic beauty,
is worthy of wilderness designation . The
same as BLM 's Enhanced Wilderness, which
acres of private land and 1,700 acres of
scenic Kaiser Springs and natural land on
the area .

Results of Non-Designation

Lower Burro Creek WSA
AWC proposal is the
requires acquiring 1,280
state land, including
the southeast side of

Without wilderness designation the area would be subject"-to
unlimited vehicular entry at a few points along the creek, which
would damage the riparian ecosystem . Without proper range
management, overgrazing would cause deterioration of the area
and would destroy its wilderness characteristics . Also, further
development of the two existing powerline routes and their access
roads could occur without wilderness designation .



AREA NAME &
WSA ACREAGE :
BLM PROPOSED
AWC PROPOSED
INHOLDINGS :
LOCATION :

.qUMBER : UPPER BURRO
27,390

ACREAGE: 0
ACREAGE: 38,910

220 acres of
N .W . Yavapai
Bagdad

CREEK, AZ-020-062

private land
County, 4 miles NW of

Description

1
1

f Upper Burro Creek WSA lies along the upper reaches of a
r' perennial stream called Burro Creek that drains the Mohon .

Mountains to the north, the Santa Maria Mountains to the south
and the Aquarius Mountains to the northwest . It is one of the
last streams in Arizona to flow relatively undisturbed from human
activity into the lowland desert .

Burro Creek canyon remains to this day a remote and rugged
area of subtle and primitive beauty . The slopes enclosing the
creek are, for the most part, steep and rocky . The stream makes
its way through rock gorges, boulder strewn narrows and gentle
open stretches . The northern and northwestern portion of the
unit consist of a large mesa (Goodwin Mesa) and of several
tributaries of Burro Creek . In the southwestern corner of the
area, proposed by the AWC and outside the boundaries of the WSA,
there is a very scenic rampart that overlooks Burro Creek as it
meanders through a valley just after its intersection with
Boulder Creek . This 5000 foot tall mountain, know as Negro Ed,
and the surrounding slopes, are entirely on BLM land .

Three major types of riparian vegetation communities`` occur
along Burro Creek : cottonwood-willow, mesquite bosque and mixed
broadleaf . Goodwin Mesa is characterized by an open, arid
grassland, while Negro Ed and other higher locations have a
chapparal-pinyon-juniper mix . The lower elevations of the unit
have healthy stands of palo verde-sahauro communities .
Geologically, Upper Burro Creek WSA is a very complex unit ; a
veritable microcosm of Arizona geology, with colorful eroded
bluffs and side canyons, mesas, deep canyons, desert peaks, hot
springs and remains of volcanic activity .

Wilderness Qualities

Upper Burro Creek is a haven for native wildlife and has
been recognized as an important resource by State and National
scientific and educational institutions . According to the BLM,
the unit supports at least 267 vertebrate species, representing
over a quarter of Arizona's wildlife species . Of these, 17 are
special-status species (endangered or threatened), including such
raptors as the golden eagle, prairie falcon and bald eagle . Of
23 special-status species found in the 17 WSAs of the Upper
Sonoran region, 17 are found at Burro Creek, more than at any
other WSA . The Upper Burro Creek drainage system supports the
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largest breeding colony of black hawks in North America and has
the largest number of raptors of any other known tract of land

'= adminis_ered by the BLM . The richness of wildlife in this unit
is due, first and foremost, to the perennial flow of Burro Creek .
Wilderness designation would protect over 810 acres of such

_ - crucial riparian habitat .

The unit has important scenic and recreational resources .
The creek is often deep and running with many waterfalls, .

{'
'

ranging in size from one to five feet . The beautiful pools of
the creels provide for swimming and diving . The scenery along the
creek is truly dramatic, for the river has cut into the
surrounding rocks in many different ways, leaving beautifully'
carved boulders strewn in its path . When seen from higher
elevations along the eastern boundary, grass-covered Goodwin Mesa
shimmers in the sun like a scene from the movie "Out of Africa" .

' The hike to the top of Negro Ed affords gorgeous vistas of Burro
Creek and of the surrounding mesas .

Cultural resources are also important within the WSA, with a
total of 11 recorded prehistoric sites, nine of which are
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places .

' The State of Arizona has designated Burro Creek a "unique
water" to maintain its current high water quality . In addition,
the BLM has filed for an instream water flow with the state to
protect the riparian areas .

Resource Analysis

Although a number of claims have been filed in recent years,
there are no active mines within this area . Development of mines
would result in degradation of water quality in Burro Creek and
loss of a pair of bald eagles from the area, according to the
BLM .

For the most part, the WSA is intensively used by cattle
ranchers for grazing purposes . Four allotments overlap onto the
unit . Wilderness would evidently not prevent the construction of
a planned livestock improvement (FEIS p . 191) .

Recommendations

The BLM, in its Final Upper Sonoran Wilderness EIS, .
recommends a proposed action of No Wilderness for Upper Burro

decisionCreek Wilderness Study Area . The reasons given for thisn
were threefold : 1) The absence of total federal control over
mineral rights ~(Santa Fe Pacific Railroad Co . owns the mineral
rights to 6400 acres, 23 percent of the WSA) . 2) The apparent
lack of a large enough portion of Burro Creek within the"
boundaries of the unit . 3) The contention that lands away from
the creek "lack sufficient wilderness to justify a suitable
recommendation" . These reasons do not seem to justify
non-designation for Upper Burro Creek WSA . First of all, mineral
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' rights can be, and have been, obtained through land swaps . Santa
Fe Pacific Railroad Co . has been a willing partner to al: sorts

' of land trades . Secondly, within the WSA, there are 8 .3 :-_=es of
perennial streams (Francis and Burro creeks), plus many m :_ _=s of
tributaries . Eight and a half miles of perennial streams _ ""the
desert are a valuable resource . Ninety to 95 percent cf

' Arizona's original perennial desert streams have already b<e'
destroyed or altered dramatically . Thirdly, the areas away from
the creeks, such as Goodwin Mesa and Negro Ed, have very

I important scenic, recreational and wildlife values . Thus, =hoe
Arizona Wilderness Coalition recommends that the Upper Burr= _
Creek WSA be designated a Wilderness Area by Congress . Vne A74C
proposal includes acreage not part of the original WSA (arc ::

' 11,520 acres of 18 sections), but already in federal ownership
(either longstanding, recently traded or pending trade) . These
18 additional sections include eight sections already traded

' along the western boundary, the two sections whose trade with
the state is pending and about eight sections surrounding Negro
Ed, in an area contiguous to the southwestern quadrant of =e

' unit . The total AWC proposal calls for a wilderness area c_
about 38,910 acres . The AWC proposal is larger because the
trades already made or pending make the WSA a more manageable

I

unit (better boundaries) and because Negro Ed is a truly
magnificent and important addition to this spectacular WSA . The
proposed boundary for the Negro Ed area would be along the Jeep
trail running along Cornwall Canyon . The AWC also feels that an

' important inclusion into the Wilderness Area would be the
mesquite bosque just south of the intersection of Burro and
Boulder creeks . This thicket is along the creek, just across'

_ from a highly scenic, multi-colored eroded bluff . It has
/∎ abundant grass and shade, good for deer and birds . This mesquite

bosque is partially in private hands and efforts should be make
to acquire it . The AWC also calls for grazing management which

' will allow the regeneration of the gallery forests along the
riparian areas of the WSA .

' Results of Non-Designation

Non-designation would be a sore mistake, for the Upper Burro
Creek area is a uniquely beautiful and important wildlife

' habitat . Quoting the BLM study : "Under the Proposed Action/No,
Wilderness, 75 percent of the riparian habitat would be degraded
by mining, road construction and increased human activities,

' including motorized visitor use resulting in the possible loss of
a pair of bald eagles . The potential for surface damage,
increased motorized visitation, vandalism, fireline cutting and

' erosion to nine National Register quality sites would increase
due to non-designation of this WSA ." A 75 percent degradation of
the riparian habitat would probably cause a more than 75 percent
loss in the number of species found on this unit and probably

' impact very negatively the proposed Lower Burro Creek Wilderness
Area . The water quality, and diversity and size of wildlife
populations there would probably also suffer .
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AREA NAME &
WSA ACREAGE :
BLM PROPOSED
AWC PROPOSED
INHOLDINGS :
LOCATION :

Description

NUMBER : BUCKSKIN MOUNTAINS , AZ-020-071
43,798

ACREAGE : 0
ACREAGE : 43,798

240 acres of state land
Approximately 100 miles northwest of
Phoenix

The Buckskin Mountains WSA consists mainly of low rolling
hills and desert plains, lushly vegetated with stands of
ocotillo, palo verde, saguaro, cholla and creosote . The .. area is
cut through with washes and canyons . With elevations ranging
from 1,600 feet to a high of 3,105 feet . Average rainfall is
less than 2" per year . Views from the higher ranges are of
Butler Valley and the Harcuvar Mountains to the southwest, the
Rawhide Mountains to the east and glimpses of the Bill Williams
River to the north . Most desert mountain ranges in Arizona run
from northwest to southeast, but the Buckskin Mountains are one
of a few that run from west to east . This provides different
lighting effects for photographers in comparison with most Basin
and Range mountains .

Access to the western and eastern portions of the area is
relatively easy. On the east by the El Paso Gas Line
maintenance road via Alamo Lake access road and on the west by a
graded road from Bouse . North access is by the Rankin-Lincoln
Ranch road. South access along the power line road is limited to
four wheel drive vehicles due to deep sand in the trail . The
majority of the roadway follows a major wash .

Wilderness Qualities

The Buckskin Mountains offer many opportunities for-solitude
ranging from easy hikes on the valley floor through the many
washes, canyons and relatively easy slopes of the hills, to
moderately strenuous hikes to the higher mountains such as
Swansea Peak and Battleship Rock . Solitude can be assured
because of the depth of the washes, canyons and screens of
vegetation . Areas on the east and west are easily accessible by
auto, foot or horseback . Butler Pass, on the southwest boundary
of the WSA and its proximity to Battleship Rock is easily-
accessible by way of Bouse . The possibility of seeing Desert
Tortoise or elusive Desert Bighorn Sheep adds special interest to
a trip to this area which provides crucial habitat for both of
these species as well as two types of threatened cacti . The WSA
is large enough to provide few if any barriers to primitive
recreational activities such as hiking, backpacking, horseback
riding, photography, nature study, running, and orienteering .
Archaeologists suspect there are at least tWo sites here suitable
for listing on the National Register of Historic Places .
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Resource Analysis

∎ BLM estimates that 16,130 acres of the WSA have high mineral
' potential . Areas in the north and southwest of the WSA have

produced copper, gold, lead, manganese, and zinc in the past .
There are 140 mining claims in the WSA . However, much of the

., high mineral potential area is either Bighorn sheep or Desert
Tortoise habitat .

Parts of four grazing allotments overlay the WSA, but no
rangeland developments are proposed for any of the above four

e allotments . Wilderness designation should have no effect on
grazing practices in the WSA .

t Recommendations

The AWC proposes wilderness designation for the whole WSA .
The small area extending to Butler Pass is crucial bighorn sheep
habitat, and mining would have a detrimental effect on the sheep .
We also kept our northwest boundary at the WSA boundary because
much of the area is crucial desert tortoise (and to a lesser
degree) bighorn sheep habitat . Again, mining would be disruptive
to these species, as well as to wilderness values . ORV use in
the WSA is light, with only 600 estimated visitor-days per year .

t BLM states in their wilderness EIS for this area that ORV users
can easily find comparable terrain adjacent to this WSA . A
special feature of this wilderness is its gentle nature

' accompanied by a genuine opportunity to find solitude and
primitive, unconfined recreation .. This area should appeal to
beginning and less vigorous hikers, backpackers, and equestrians .

t Results of Non-Designation

Considerably more mining development may occur if this area
is not designated wilderness . BLM estimates there will be ten
mines rather than the two with valid existing rights that would
develop under all wilderness . There will be more new roads, as
well as -upgraded existing vehicle ways . This in turn will

i encourage greater ORV use, which is projected by BLM to nearly
double under no wilderness . A new oil or gas pipeline would also
be built for seven miles along the WSA . Wildlife would suffer,
primarily from mining, with a loss of Bighorn Sheep and Desert

- Tortoise habitat . While BLM has no projection of quantitative .
effects on the sheep, they estimate 35 Desert Tortoises would be
eliminated from the population . This type of impact, compounded
elsewhere, could have a deadly impact on a species whose
population status and dynamics in Arizona are so poorly known .

∎ Finally, the two National Register quality archaeological sites
would be subjected to vandalism as a result of improved road
access to them .

' (See map on page 65)
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AREA NAME &
WSA ACREAGE :
BLM PROPOSED
AWC PROPOSED
INHOLDINGS :
LOCATION :

1

i

Description

NUMBER :

ACREAGE :
ACREAGE :

HARCWAR MOUNTAINS , AZ-020-075
74,778
25,287
49,390
3,200 acres of state land
Approximately 50 miles west of
Wickenburg, in northeastern La Paz
County

This area is made of rugged mountains rising abruptly from
the desert floor . Elevations range from 2400 feet to 5135 feet,
a vertical change of nearly 2800 feet . Adjacent to the mountains
are large bajadas that stretch out for miles towards the distant
McMullen Valley to the south and Butler Valley to the north .
Many rugged, boulder-choked canyons dissect the main range . This
nearly trackless expanse is a classic Sonoran desert mountain
range . When viewed from a distance these mountains may appear
featureless, even dull . However, as one gets closer and finally
sets foot within the WSA there appears a great diversity ; of
desert flora and fauna, and the slopes that from a distance
appeared uniformly smooth are seen to be broken into ridges and
pinnacles and covered with great boulders .

Wilderness Qualities

The rocky canyons, sculpted ridgelines, and challenging
desert peaks offer an outstanding setting for primitive forms of
recreation . Dayhiking and backpacking are popular here ; hunting,
horseback riding, and rock climbing may also be done . The
Harcuvars are isolated and rarely visited by man, greatly
enhancing the opportunities for solitude and undisturbed
interaction with the natural world. Important supplemental
values may be found here too . The high northern ridgeline of the
Harcuvars features a 3,500 acre "island" of chaparral habitat,
perhaps a remnant from the last Ice Age which has survived only
due to the cooler, wetter conditions found above 4,000 feet .
This island has extensive stands of native grasses and is in
virtually undisturbed condition, making it valuable for
scientific studies . Several species of wildlife, isolated from
their parent populations for thousands of years - including
Gilbert's skinks, rosy boas, and desert night lizards - depend on
this island for habitat . Desert bighorn sheep, cougar, fox,
prairie falcon, various hawks, golden eagles, and desert .
tortoises can also be seen here .

In addition, there are three cultural sites eligible for the
National Register of Historic Places, featuring rare and
sensitive varieties of pictographs and agricultural sites which
may provide data on subsistence strategies by prehistoric peoples
in an area which has not yet had adequate archeological studies .
These three sites, plus eight others known in the area, remained
unknown to the BLM until 1982 .
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Resource Analysis

Most of the tanks, corrals, and other range facilities in
' the area are outside the proposed boundary. Rugged topography

and lack of water make most of the unit marginal grazing land at
v best.

Most of the proposed
production. Parts of the

T have some areas rated with
' reportedly present include

Numerous old mines and pro
the mouths of canyons, but

' decades .

Recommendations

1

1

unit has low potential for mineral
unit, especially in the southern half,
moderate or high potential . Minerals
copper, gold, silver, and lead .
spects dot the area, especially near
most of these have been inactive for

BLM initially identified a WSA of nearly 75,000 acres but is
now proposing only a third of that for wilderness . Their
"Enhanced Wilderness" alternative (45,270 acres) is a better plan
for protecting the high scenic, recreational, biotic, and
cultural resources of the Harcuvars while avoiding those ; areas
with legitimate resource conflicts . We endorse this alternative,
plus the following additions of foothills and bajadas totalling
approximately 4000 acres : T7N, R12W, sections 13, 14, and 15
(with a partial cherrystem in sec . 14) along the southern edge of
the unit ; and T8N, R12W, sections 1,2,11, and the western half of
section 12 . Also, the Webber Canyon cherrystem in T7N,'R12W,
Sec . 1 should not extend beyond the Arizona Game & Fish
Department water catchment in the southeastern 1/4 of that
section .

Results of Non-Designation

Mineral prospecting with associated road-building could
seriously affect the naturalness and scenic integrity of . parts of
the unit, especially around the base of the .mountain and 'near
natural access points such as canyon mouths . Mines, roads,
vehicle use, and construction of a natural gas pipeline along the
areas western boundary would result in a cumulative loss of 37
percent of the WSA's present wilderness character .

Communication sites could spread along the ridgeline west of
Smith Peak if the area does not receive wilderness designation .
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' AREA NAME & NUMBER : HASSAYAMPA RIVER CANYON, AZ-020-'083

WSA ACREAGE: 21,900
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 32,150

dl∎ anINHOLDINGS : 10,250 acres of state
LOCATION : 25 miles southwest of Prescott on the

' western flanks of the Bradshaw Mountains

' Description

The Hassayampa River Canyon WSA contains 8 miles of a
free-flowing ephemeral desert stream, the Hassayampa River .

' :The northernmost and highest section at 5,395 feet includes a
;rugged high plateau, dominated by kenosha chaparral associations
and Upper Sonoran grassland communities . Also present is an area
of pinon-juniper woodland, which is poorly represented in the BLM

' proposed WSAs . Many saguaro cacti also live in this area, and
this gently rolling plateau is home to many animal species .

Aside from the plateau, the river canyon and bed is
spectacularly populated by a strong riparian community, including
the following : willow, cottonwood, box-elder maple, ash, Arizona
walnut and many flowering plants including yellow columbine which'
grows in cool, lush, shaded areas along the Hassayampa River,
along with watercress ., This diverse riparian community provides

' varied habitats for a number of bird species .

Terrain and ecological diversity are also exceptional for
such a relatively small area . Three distinct physiographic zones

' occur within the WSA, allowing individuals to choose a variety of
'descendthili eyc zones aso ogchallenges and observe several b

3,000 feet from the unit's highest points to the river .

The Hassayampa River itself flows down a channel of diverse
scenery. In places it is embanked by shady, lush vegetation ; in

'
others bordered by rocky grass fields ; and in still others it
cuts spectacular pools in the rocks and boulders . The Hassayampa
Canyon gradually gets steeper as one progresses toward the south,
and the sights of stunning rock formations become more frequent

' in this direction . The area offers a beautiful floral display as
well as geologic beauty .

' Wilderness Qualities

Dramatic scenic beauty, undisturbed riparian habitat, the
carved bedrock of the Hassayampa River canyon, and the diversity
of terrain and biological systems make this an outstanding

le herewilderness area . Primitive forms of recreation availab
include backpacking, hiking, horseback riding, hunting, bird
watching, nature studies, rockhounding and geologic sight-seeing .'
Mountain climbers will find several challenging peaks in the
rugged upland portions of the WSA, especially the volcanic

∎

monolith known simply as "The Needle" .
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This WSA also preserves the habitats of-16 rare or
threatened wildlife species including Gilbert's skink, spotted
bat, great egret, snowy egret, black-crowned night heron,
zone-tailed hawk, black hawk, gila monster, golden eagle, and the
prairie falcon . Preserving this area would also protect one of
the few remaining riparian habitats in western Arizona .

Two unusual plants also occupy this area : the flannelbush,
which is being proposed as a BLM sensitive species, and a small
group of Arizona cypress in the unit's northern part .
Wilderness designation for the Hassayampa River Canyon WSAwould
mean preservation of habitat for a large flora and fauna species
list, because of the area's varied vegetation .

Cultural resources have not been inventoried in this area,
but the presence of permanent-water and the variety of
topographic and vegetative forms indicate a high probability of
prehistoric ruins in-the WSA .

Resource Analysis

The WSA contains 8,720 acres of high mineral potential and
6,150 acres of moderate potential . Some gold, silver, copper,
manganese and lead have been recorded in this area and there are
885 claims in the area . However, no large scale mining is
expected here . No leasable minerals, oil or . gas potential or
geothermal resources are known, and there are no saleable mineral
=materials .

Recommendations

In spite of admittedly high wilderness values, BLM is not
recommending wilderness designation for this unit because of
perceived management difficulties . These difficulties stem
primarily from a boundary that is constricted by surrounding
state-owned lands . The boundary could be substantially improved
by land acquisition or exchange with the state, as has been done
in numerous other WSA's . This would include additional stretches
of the Hassayampa River as well as extensive upland areas .. We
recommend that such a trade be initiated for approximately 10,250
acres and that a wilderness-area totalling 32,150 acres be
established .

Results of Non-Designation

Mineral operations in this-area could seriously impair
natural scenery and sensitive wildlife habitat . Access roads cut
or blasted through the rugged . landscape would create scars that
would be virtually impossible to reclaim . Placer mining and ORV
use pose special threats to the integrity of the Hassayampa River
riparian community . According to BLM, nearly half of the area's
riparian habitat will be degraded by these activities if it is
not protected by wilderness designation .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER: SOUTH BRADSHAWS EAST , AZ-020-084
' WSA ACREAGE: 640

BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 2,680

~' INHOLDINGS : 1,700 acres of state land
LOCATION: Along the southern boundary of the .

Castle Creek Wilderness on the Prescott
' National Forest about 6 miles northwest

of Black Canyon City

s~ Description

The area consists of rough, brushy, bouldery ridges and
canyons on the southern slope of the Bradshaw Mountains . Jim
Creek, which flows through part of the area, has perennial-water
and supports good stands of riparian vegetation . Ponderosa
pines, growing from seeds washed downstream from the highest .
ridges, are numerous at an elevation where they are not normally
found. Other, unnamed canyons offer similar scenery, one opens
up into a large enclosed basin in its upper reaches . The entire
area is densely vegetated and extremely rough .

Wilderness Qualities

This area is adjacent to the existing Castle Creek
Wilderness Area on the Prescott National Forest, and is a logical
expansion of the protection already granted to those lands .' The
area offers spectacular scenery, outstanding opportunities for
solitude and primitive recreation, and wildlife habitat for mule

∎ deer, bobcat, mountain lion and bear .

Archaeological resources remain uninventoried, but from the
rich variety of sites known on the adjacent National Forest lands
it may be inferred that prehistoric cultures made extensive use
of this area . Important sites and/or artifacts may yet
discovered .

Resource Analysis

The entire area is open to grazing, but much of the area-is
' unsuitable for grazing due to the dense chaparral . Three

stockponds and an old ranch are located just outside the WSA. :
along its southern boundary . They present no conflict to
wilderness management . Although surrounding lands have been
heavily mined in the past, the extreme ruggedness and
inaccessibility of this area has resulted in a total lack of'''

' recent mineral activity .

Recommendation

' The BLM is not recommending the WSA for wilderness
because .of the nearby network of roads, bulldozer tracks and
ways . However, field work revealed that about 2,680 acres

88



J -U.1 Xy `J In q f .

T° ~( e

-
usMM 3893,1

o`
73

J t F $rnri r#

South Bradshaws E .

WSA -------
AWC
F S
Wilderness

OfTa

NV •,'Ỳ.i `
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1
1

1

located in portions of the area adjacent to Castle Creek
Wilderness are suitable for wilderness and would make highly
scenic additions to the existing wilderness . 960 Acres are BLM
land and the remainder of the area is state land which we
recommend be targeted for acquisition by the BLM and included in
the wilderness .

AWC recommends a 40 acre exclusion form the northeast corner
of section 18 on the eastern boundary of our proposal to exclude
grazing developments along Rock Creek .

Results of Non-Designation

Roads could be built to potential mining sites in this WSA .
With the passage of time, ORV activity could become a problem .
There are a couple of potential sites for communication equipment
that could be developed if this area is not added to the Castle
Creek Wilderness .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : HARQUAHALA MOUNTAINS , AZ-020-095
WSA ACREAGE: 73,275
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 22,865
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 62,545
INHOLDINGS : 2,560 acres of state land
LOCATION : 75 miles west of Phoenix

Description

The Harquahala Mountains are located approximately 30 miles
west of Wickenburg . They can most easily be reached by U . S . 60
and Eagle Eye Road . This unit contains the greater mass, of the
Harquahala Mountains, including Harquahala Peak . The elevation
rises abruptly from 1,400 feet in the Harquahala Valley to 5,681
feet at Harquahala Peak, the highest point in southwestern
Arizona . The central part of the mountains contains the highest
peaks and several deep rocky canyons including Sunset Canyon
which drops over 1,600 feet from the steep east rim . The west
rim of this canyon is cut by many side canyons which drain
Harquahala Peak . "Harquahala " is a European interpretation of a
Mohave Indian name for the mountain range which roughly
translates as "there is running water up high ." Many of the
canyons are dotted with springs and seeps where water is
available year-round . In season , streams f low through the
numerous canyons, creating many picturesque waterfalls .

Wilderness Qualities

The Harquahala Mountains are a large unit clearly affected
primarily by the forces of nature. The visitor immediately
encounters the pristine character and complex nature of `` the unit .
The variety , both topographical and biological , offers the
visitor a fascinating , inexhaustible primitive experience .

The rugged mountain peaks of this area are the highest in
southwestern Arizona . On a clear day the view from Harquahala
Peak is breathtaking in the panorama that it displays before you .
With ranges such as Four Peaks in the Mazatzals 118 miles to the
east and the Chemehuevi in California 90 miles to the west and
numerous other ranges to the north and south this vista has few
equals .

Solitude is perhaps the trait one seeks most in wilderness .
The Harquahala Mountains possess several attributes which greatly
enhance the opportunity for solitude . Located approximately 70
miles northwest of Phoenix, 35 miles west of Wickenburg and 48
miles east of Quartzite, the Harquahalas are relatively removed
from populated centers . The unit's extensive interior of
canyons, outcrops and hills provides visitors with a sense of
seclusion . A large and screened interior is uncommon for most
mountains in Arizona's Basin and Range physiographic province .
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This WSA has five National Register quality
within its boundaries which should be protected,
petroglyphs and habitation sites .

cultural sites
including`

The fact that the area has water available year-round is
important to all of the wildlife in this and the surrounding
areas . The area contains nearly 18,000 acres of crucial bighorn
sheep habitat and nearly 15,000 acres of crucial desert tortoise
habitat .

There is also a 32,000 acre "island" of chaparral habitat on
the highest ridges which supports a variety of rare plant and
animal species .

Resource Analysis

No real conflicts should exist with the ranching and grazing
operations within the area, with the exception that motorized
vehicles would be excluded from the area . It is expected that
grazing will continue in much the same manner as it does now .

The WSA contains 30,260 acres of high mineral potential and
14,560 acres of moderate potential . Minerals present include
copper, gold, silver, gypsum, manganese, lead, and fluorsp'ar .
Most of the "high" and "moderate" potential areas overlap with
crucial wildlife habitat and areas with high scenic and
recreational value .

The ORV enthusiasts would be denied motorized access to the
area with wilderness designation . However, a quick inspection of
a map of the surrounding area shows more than ample area for
their activities .

Recommendations

This area should be designated as wilderness . -The rugged-'
majestic beauty of the these mountains could serve as a
"wilderness island" for the various population centers in central
Arizona . This area is quite accessible, while being far enough
from these centers to be considered remote is quite accessible .
In the decades to come areas of this type will become even :' more
important as the population centers creep towards their
boundaries . The demand for this type of solitude and recreation
will undoubtedly increase . If we lose this area now, we may
never get it back .

Several blocks within this area are state owned .
Negotiations with that agency should be explored to acquire this
land and ensure the integrity of the area within the wilderness
borders .

We are recommending that approximately 36,000 acres be added
to the BLM's proposal for this area . This acreage includes the
majority of the WSA's crucial bighorn and tortoise habitat .
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t Inclusion of the highly scenic main ridgeline (with associated
canyons and foothills) west of Harquahala Peak, and smaller . areas
around Brown's Canyon and Dushey Canyon, will better define and

' protect the periphery of the unit . We also recommend that the
old road to the summit of Harquahala Peak, which was superseded
by a new road several miles to the west in 1981, be closed and
rehabilitated .

Results of Non-Designation

If this area is not set aside as wilderness, tragic damage
to this majestic mountain range will occur . With uncontrolled

' ORV activity in the lower foothills and mountain sides, the
scarring will be seen for miles away . The existing ground cover
and creekbeds will be plowed into lifeless, eroded dustpits . .
With mineral exploration and the heavy equipment used in pursuit

' of this endeavor, the degradation of the natural beauty of this
location will be beyond the ability of man to restore .

1

1

1

1
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AREA NAME & NUMBER :
WSA ACREAGE :
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE :
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE :
INHOLDINGS :
LOCATION :

BIG HORN MOUNTAINS,
22,337
21,150
22,337
None

AZ-020-099

65 miles west of Phoenix

Description

i

Located just north of Interstate 10, spectacular Big Horn
Peak can be seen from 40 miles away . Standing 3,480 feet high,
it towers over the surrounding ranges . The hills to the east of
Big Horn Peak are rugged and deeply cut by narrow canyons, ."`` Plant
life in these canyons is dense and offers shelter for many
species of animals . Vegetation on the surrounding hills and
grasslands is diverse : dense thickets of palo verde and
ironwood, greasewood, desert grass, cacti, saguaro, desert
wildflowers and ocotillo cover the rolling hills and flat lands .
There are no perennial streams in the area . The summers are hot,
(110 degrees is not uncommon) and the winters are mild . Little
rain can be expected, only about 6" per year . The Game and Fish
department has installed four water-catchments for bighorn sheep
in upper elevations of the area . They used only natural elements
to be sure of a natural look .

No roads lead into the area itself but it is bordered`` .:.on
three sides by jeep trails and the fourth side by the CAP Canal,
making the whole area very manageable . All jeep trails are
passable in four wheel drive vehicles and offer excellent
opportunities for trailheads to be established at various points .

Wilderness Qualities

Because of the variety of the Big Horn Mountain range it
would make an exceptional wilderness area . It can be seen: from
the Interstate ; the view from the Salome Road alone is well worth
the hour's drive from Phoenix . (Salome Road is a dirt road which
runs along the western side of the Big Horn Mountains . It, is
kept graded and in good repair .) From the highway one can see
the black point of Big Horn Peak towering over the rugged .range
to the southeast . One can see the way the different layers of
rock were formed and pushed up from the ground and then worn down
by wind and water . With easy access to the eastern border from
the Interstate, the Big Horn Mountains can be hiked by anyone on
level to rolling plains ; the interior of the range, as well as
Big Horn Peak itself, offers very challenging rock climbing . The
area offers excellent opportunities for wilderness recreation and
solitude . You can lose yourself in the canyons or climb to the
top of the range and experience a view of thousands of
undisturbed acres . Hummingbird Springs WSA lies just northeast
of Big Horn Mountains separated only by a jeep trail .
Opportunities of seeing wildlife, prehistoric sites, nature and
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geological studies are only a few
There has been increased interest
as the population grows there will

of the experiences available .
in recreation in this area and
be more .

The area contains 13,000 acres of crucial bighorn sheep
habitat . Golden eagles, prairie falcons, Gila monsters and
desert tortoises are also endangered species in this area .

There are seven recorded cultural sites, three of which are
thought to be eligible for the National Register of Historic
Places .

Resource Analysis

14,600 Acres are rated as having high mineral potential and
1,390 acres as having moderate potential . Minerals present
include copper, gold, perlite, manganese and fluorite . Yet No
leasable minerals are known and there is "low to zero" potential
for oil and gas .

Most of the unit is dry, rocky, and steep and offers only
marginal grazing opportunities . Any existing or proposed range
improvements would be small in scale and would not substantially
impact the unit's wilderness values .

Recommendations

The Coalition recommends all 22,337 acres of the Bighorn
Mountain WSA as wilderness . The rugged mountain and desert
scenery is already drawing many visitors from the nearby
metropolitan area, only an hour's drive away on Interstate 10 .
With the anticipated construction of an 8,500 acre planned
community only 20 miles from the WSA, visitation will increase
greatly. We must act to protect the area's natural and scenic
values now before the opportunity passes us by .

Results of Non-Designation

With increased use of this area we must protect the .
endangered species in it . The ORV, three wheelers and RV's are
sure to find this an ideal spot to drive off the existing roads .
Some of these people like to leave their mark in the form of
broken glass and bonfires . It only takes one piece of glass to
cripple a sheep or a careless spark to destroy all the vegetation
that has taken years to grow . This is one of the last
strongholds of the sheep in Arizona . Bighorn sheep and .,golden
eagles require solitude and freedom to survive and this can only
be done by designating Big Horn Mountains wilderness . If left
unprotected, the human population will continue to push the
bighorn deeper into the mountains until there will no longer be a
place for them except in history books . We named the mountain
range for them . Let's keep it for them .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : HUMMINGBIRD SPRINGS , AZ-020-100
WSA ACREAGE: 67,680
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE: 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 31,500
INHOLDINGS : 1,920 acres of state land
LOCATION : Approximately 60 miles west of Phoenix

Description

This unit is dominated by the 3418 foot eminence of
Sugarloaf Mountain, a colorful and spectacular landmark
surrounded by lower peaks, ridges, bajadas, and desert washes .
Sheer cliff faces, fins and pinnacles, winding desert canyons,
and a large natural arch high on the east slope of the mountain
add to the topographic interest of the area . The southern
portion of the WSA includes an undisturbed expanse of desert
plains, part of the Tonopah Desert . Plant cover is diverse and
includes most of the classic Sonoran desert species : saguaro,
cholla, ocotillo, mesquite, palo verde, jojoba, and others . In
spring the valleys and foothills are lush with grasses and
wildflowers as well as the bright blooms of hedgehog and prickly
pear cactus . Later, the waxy, white blossoms of the saguaro may
be observed . Geographically, the area is an extension of the
Bighorn Mountains, though very different in appearance from the
jagged, linear ridgeline in the Bighorn Mountains WSA a short
distance to the west . (The two WSAs are separated only by a jeep
trail .) The Sugarloaf Mountain area is quite unusual in one
respect: while most desert mountains rise abruptly out of, the
desert floor, Sugarloaf has a far more complex and expansive
system of foothills and associated drainages than is common in
western Arizona .

Wilderness Qualities

The unit's large size, complexity, dense growth of desert
vegetation, diversity of landforms, and awe inspiring natural
beauty combine to provide outstanding opportunities for solitude
and non-motorized forms of recreation . These can range from
difficult backpacking trips and technical rock-climbing to easy
dayhikes, picnics, nature walks, or horseback rides . The
diversity of forms of recreation, and the area's proximity` to
Phoenix and Interstate 10 make this potentially a very
significant recreation area . The unit has important supplemental
values as well . It provides 22,300 acres of crucial habitat for
desert bighorn sheep and 17,000 acres of crucial desert tortoise
habitat . Prairie falcons, golden eagles, Cooper's Hawks,' kit
fox, and Gila Monsters also use this area . The unit has
potential habitat for four special-status plant species :
Columbria californica , Peniocereus rg eggi , Opuntia wigginsii , and
Selaginella eremophila . Two cultural sites have been recorded
which are eligible for the National Register of Historic Places ;
both are prehistoric lithic quarry sites which may yield data
important to understanding lithic procurement activities by
prehistoric cultures in this region .
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' Resource Analysis

Our proposed boundaries overlap three grazing allotments .
Roughly 6 percent of the Aguila allotment is within the
boundaries ; 6 percent of the Carter Herrera allotment ; and 21
percent of the Echeverria allotment . Fences, tanks, pipelines,
troughs, and other range facilities would continue to be used and
maintained as they have been in the past under BLM's wilderness
management guidelines .

The mountainous core of the unit, including its most rugged
and scenic portions and most of its crucial bighorn and desert
tortoise habitat, is rated by BLM as having high or moderate
potential for mineral development . Actual production appears to
be limited to some small mines outside of our proposed boundary .
Minerals reported to occur in the vicinity include copper, lead,
silver, zinc, manganese, and others . No leasable minerals have
been identified .

Three jeep trails lead into the area . One is blocked by
the U . S . Mine Company's land in the Northwest corner of section
1 . Another trail runs from Hummingbird Springs water catchment
(no longer in use) to the Aguila Microwave Relay Station (T4N-R8W
section 17) located outside the WSA's north border . This trail
is no longer passable and has been replaced by a road outside the
area .

Recommendations

The BLM initially studied a WSA of 67,680 acres . We agree
that over half of the original acreage has been heavily impacted
by man, but we believe that Sugarloaf Mountain and portions of
the surrounding foothills, washes, and plains including two
cultural sites, are very high-quality Sonoran desert wilderness .
We therefore recommend a wilderness area of 31,500 acres (BLM's
"Enhanced Wilderness" alternative) . The boundary has been
carefully drawn to exclude or reduce resource conflicts,
particularly those involving mineral activities .

Results of Non-Designation

Mineral activity has been mostly confined to the periphery
of the WSA, but, if not declared wilderness, even the slopes of
Sugarloaf Mountain will inevitably be invaded by roads and heavy
earth-moving equipment . Such activities "would have serious
impacts on natural resources and create severe visual degradation
of the natural setting . Long-term visual impacts would remain
even after mining ceases and mine reclamation is complete . Road
construction is anticipated in several extremely rugged portions
of the WSA, including steep cliff faces just west of Sugarloaf
Mountain . Loss of naturalness would result in adverse impacts on
the overall quality of the WSA's solitude and primitive
recreation opportunities ." (Upper Sonoran Wilderness Final EIS
pg . 214 .) Also, crucial bighorn and desert tortoise habitat

100



would be lost or endangered, and the two National Register
quality cultural sites would be subject to looting, vandalism,
and ORV damage . In addition, urban development in the Phoenix

' area is poised to spill out beyond its previous geographical
boundaries, specifically, on the west side of the White Tank
Mountains . New planned communities are already on the drawing

' boards for private lands west of the White Tanks and along both
sides of Interstate 10 . It is only a matter of time until the
same plans are laid for the Harquahala Valley and the Tonopah
Plain. In short, Hummingbird Springs (and its neighbor, the,
Bighorn Mountains WSA) are directly in the path of future urban

i growth. It is not too soon to begin protecting the natural,
' scenic, and recreational values that are not only threatened now
r but will be threatened more severely in the foreseeable future .

(See map on page 96)



' AREA NAME & NUMBER : HELL'S CANYON, AZ-020-119
WSA ACREAGE: 9,379
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE: 0

' AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 9,700
INHOLDINGS : 640 acres of state-owned lands

640 acres of private lands
' LOCATION : Approximately 20 miles west of

Wickenburg

' Description

This unit consists of a small, but highly scenic portion of
the Hieroglyphic Mountains . No single feature dominates the
landscape ; instead, there is a jumble of diverse features
including narrow gorges, steep-sided peaks, open valleys, and

' rolling hills . Elevations range from just over 3600 feet on one
unnamed peak to about 1900 feet along Castle Creek in the eastern
portion of the unit. Several of the rocky, twisting canyons have
perennial springs which support cottonwood trees, monkey flowers,
grasses, ferns, cattails, and other moisture-loving plants . On
the flat benches in the wider canyons may be found mesquite
thickets, while the slopes and ridges are densely clothed with
such sonoran desert species as saguaro, cholla, ocotillo, and
palo verde .

Cedar Basin, the northwest corner of the WSA, features 250
' acres of chaparral habitat at an elevation of 2600 feet, nearly

2000 feet below its normal occurrence . Wildlife living in the
varied habitats throughout this unit are deer, javelina, desert

' tortoises, and raptors, as well as small aquatic species near the
springs .

In summary, Hell's Canyon displays a surprising diversity of
landforms and ecosystems within a relatively small area .

Wilderness Qualities

The area has been only lightly touched by man and offers a
high-quality wilderness experience to those who venture beyond

' the existing roads . Hiking, backpacking, hunting, horseback
riding, and rock climbing are all popular here, and the close
proximity of the area to Phoenix makes it an ideal spot for
relaxing dayhikes to enjoy the solitude, quiet, and natural'
beauty. In addition, the area has a number of important
supplemental values . At least 12 special-status wildlife species
are found here, ranging from Gila monsters and desert tortoises
to golden eagles, Cooper's hawks, and snowy egrets . The rare
chaparral habitat in Cedar Basin is home to Gilbert's skink, . and
the permanent springs are considered excellent sites for the
introduction of desert pupfish . Peregrine falcons may also use
the area from time to time . Six hundred and fifty acres of the
WSA are 'considered culturally sensitive, and one major site .has

' been recorded : a prehistoric village, possibly dating back to
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1100 A .D ., featuring structural ruins along with large amounts of
lithic, ceramic, and groundstone material . Cedar Basin, with its

' relict population of chaparral and juniper at a low elevation,
offers an unusual assemblage of plant and animal species not
normally found together . It has been nominated as a natural area

' by the state's Natural Area Advisory Council due to its value as
a scientific study area .

' Resource Analysis

The WSA has 400 acres of high and 1000 acres of moderate
mineral potential . Copper, gold, lead, zinc, and silver are

' reportedly present . However, most of the 1400 acres of high and
moderate areas overlap the unit's scenic highlights, including
Garfias Peak, Burro Flats, and the spectacular Hell's Canyon .

' narrows . So far only small scale drilling has occurred here,,
according to the BLM .

_ The area comprises 31 percent of the Eleven L Ranch
∎/ allotment and 18 percent of the Castle Hot Springs allotment ..

A number of range improvements are present, including developed
springs, tanks, and wells . BLM wilderness guidelines will allow

' continued use and maintenance of these facilities after the area
is designated as wilderness .

' Recommendations

We recommend that the entire WSA including two unnecessary
cherrystems in the southwest portion of the unit, be designated
as wilderness . The high scenic and natural values of this area

/ deserve protection in any event, but the rapid growth of the
nearby Phoenix metropolitan area makes it even more urgent to .set

I aside recreational lands and wildlife sanctuaries while the
opportunity still exists . The ongoing expansion of Lake
Pleasant, several miles east of the unit, and the planned

_ construction of a new community in far-north Phoenix (southeast
∎/ of the lake), will put enormous pressure on the surrounding

lands . Hell's Canyon will provide a high-quality wilderness
experience close to the city and will retain an unspoiled expanse

' of Sonoran desert habitat for .endangered and displaced species .

Results of Non-Designation

' Mineral activities and ORV use would result in visual
impacts and loss of naturalness throughout much of the unit .

' Wilderness recreation opportunities would be lost as wilderness
' qualities diminished, and wildlife habitat crucial to 12

special-status species would be adversely affected . Riparian. ;
zones would be especially endangered by ORV use, and the major

' archeological site recorded in this area could be damaged by
mineral exploration, road construction, ORV use, or deliberate
vandalism and theft made easier by vehicle access .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : NEW WATER MOUNTAINS, AZ-020-125
WSA ACREAGE: 40,600
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 21,680
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 24,200
INHOLDINGS: None
LOCATION : 15 Miles east of Quartzsite

Description

The main feature of this unit is New Water range, which
rises steeply from the broad expanse of .creosote-covered bajada
on the east side of the WSA and is crowned with sheer cliffs and
rock spires . A large, natural arch, at the northwest end of the
range, "The Eagle Eye", is a well known landmark, and is visible
from the interstate many miles away . An impressive sheer rock
formation at this end of the range is located just within the
boundary, at the point where the access road to the WSA
terminates .

The second dominant feature is Black Mesa, a 3,639 foot
' basalt-covered, flat-topped butte that dominates the western

region of the WSA . The lands in the interior region between the
' New Waters and Black Mesa are low, volcanic ridges, carved with

an intricate network of ravines .
i
'. The WSA is in the Sonoran Desert life zone . Vegetation; is

sparse, consisting of mixed cacti, palo verde, ironwood, desert
hackberry, creosote, and other desert shrubs . The area contains
habitat for Peniocerius gregii and Opuntia wigginsii , plants

' which are listed as category two candidates for listing under the
1973 Endangered Species Act .

, The New Water Mountains contain 34,320 acres of crucial'
desert bighorn sheep habitat, including the New Water and
Dripping Springs lambing areas . About 60 adult sheep are found
here, the highest density of bighorns in any of the WSAs . Over

'; 540 adult desert tortoises live in 6,860 acres of crucial
tortoise habitat . Mule deer also inhabit this region .

' Much of this area is protected by a temporary mineral
withdrawal pending a decision by the Department of Interior on
whether to transfer the withdrawn lands to the Kofa National
Wildlife Refuge which borders the area on the south .

Wilderness Qualities

The New Water Mountains are a picturesque range, with sheer
rock outcroppings, spires, and natural arches . Encompassed by
the main topographical features of Black Mesa and the New Water

' range, visitors experience an almost eerie feeling of isolation
and solitude . With the exception of a few exploratory scrapes

. and mine shafts, which are of low visual impact, this area
' retains a high degree of naturalness . The deep ravine-cut ridges
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and the steep slopes of the New Water range and Black Mesa offer
a wide variety of hiking and backpacking experiences . There is
also some potential for rockhounding .

Resource Analysis

The New Waters WSA contains 18,860 acres with high mineral
potential and 9,240 acres with moderate mineral potential . Both
the AWC and BLM recommend excluding from wilderness 5,630 acres
with high mineral potential and 2,820 acres with moderate mineral
potential . This excluded area is close to working mines ;
increased mining activity here would be shielded from the
interior of the WSA by the topography of Black Mesa and the
surrounding hills . Exploratory activities outside of the WSA
near the Eagle Eye area can only be seen from the road
approaching the WSA .

A corridor just south of Interstate 10 and paralleling the
freeway has been considered for a power transmission line from
California to the Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station . The AWC
has taken the position that the power line should be located
here rather than going through the Kofa Refuge as is currently
proposed by project proponents .

Recommendations

The portion of the WSA recommended for wilderness is
roadless and the topography is so broken that even the desert
washes are inaccessible to off-road vehicles .

The impact of the explorations taking place in the Eagle Eye
area are not sufficient to warrant exclusion of the entire east
face of the mountains . This range is highly scenic, contains .
valuable wildlife habitat, and is in need of complete protection .

The AWC strongly recommends the proposed addition to Kofa
National Wildlife Refuge of this area and nearby lands to provide
consistent and protective management for what is really one
ecosystem . (Please refer to the AWC Kofa wilderness proposal
elsewhere in this document .)

Results of Non-Designation

The area would be open to damage by small mineral
exploration and development and there would be a loss of
wilderness quality on at least 4,440 acres . Crucial bighorn
sheep and desert tortoise habitat would be lost ; sheep carrying
capacity would be significantly reduced and the tortoise
population seriously reduced .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER: LITTLE HORN MOUNTAINS WEST , AZ-020-126A
WSA ACREAGE: 13,800
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE: 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 13,800
INHOLDINGS : 40 Acres of private land
LOCATION : 70 Miles west of Phoenix

Description

This unit is adjacent to the eastern boundary of the Kofa
National Wildlife Refuge, and is separated from the Little Horn
Mountains WSA to the east only by a rough dirt road . The area
consists of a low but complex series of basalt hills cut by
numerous canyons . Interesting features such as natural arches,
fins, dikes and volcanic plugs add variety to the landscape . The
hills are densely clothed with saguaro, palo verde and other
Sonoran desert species and the washes are lined with desert
riparian scrub . The area is similar to the larger Little Horn
unit to the east but is more broken and rugged and without the
flat mesa tops or extensive bajadas included in the larger unit .

Wilderness Qualities

The jumbled topography, winding canyons and dense 'desert
vegetation provide outstanding opportunities to enjoy natural
scenery and solitude . Although the area's small size would make
it ideal for dayhiking, its proximity to much larger roadless
areas could also invite more leisurely expeditions on foot or on
horseback . The volcanic scenery here is of special interest,
with coal-black rocks standing in sharp contrast to the bright
green of creosote and palo verde, or the vivid yellow and red of
cactus blossoms in spring . The entire unit is crucial habit for
desert bighorn sheep, and it plays an important role in bighorn
migratory routes as they travel between the Kofa refuge and other
BLM areas (including Little Horn and the Eagletails) to the east .
Other wildlife includes golden eagles, prairie falcons, Gila
Monsters and mule deer .

Resource Analysis

The BLM has identified 2,560 acres of high mineral . . potential
and 8,320 acres of moderate potential for minerals such as
copper, gold, silver, lead and manganese . No major production is
known to have occurred .

Recommendations

All 13,800 acres should be designated as wilderness . The
area is rugged and scenic enough to deserve protection on its own
merits, but its sensitive location along bighorn migratory routes
adjacent to the wildlife refuge make it especially worthy of
designation. °
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Results of Non-Designation

Mineral exploration in this WSA, with associated road
building and off-road driving, would seriously impair natural andscenic values . 9,500 acres (or 75 percent) of the unit's bighorn
sheep habitat would be disturbed, and the bighorn population is
expected to drop more than 50 percent under non-designation .Opportunities for solitude and wilderness recreation would be
lost, and visual impacts on the landscape could remain for
decades with little chance of successful rehabilitation .

b

Little Horn Peak

110



i
N

it

If .r la .r

y, .9N 'a~
Eagletail Mts .

N f HAS ~\ P L ~1 I N

Little Horn
`\
444 , T- o ty ,

. *J t
.• V 4,•Mts . W .

t I

to ~ ., It

i
t e, I'f IC I ,J r~~j '~ '

• _ East C n on Hill s
Little Horn Mts

1w 17
1- A .

I

1

4y 10 N't

yu Li u• AL .

at t+' 27

(;. ,5 l r ., 11 t;r I' t

t tl i I
1,3



AREA NAME & NUMBER: LITTLE HORN MOUNTAINS , AZ-020-127
WSA ACREAGE : 91,930
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 91,930
INHOLDINGS: 1,320 acres of state land
LOCATION: Approximately 70 miles west of Phoenix

Description

The southern half of this area consists of the Little Horn
Mountains, actually a large basalt mesa intricately cut by a
series of deep canyons . The northern edge of the mesa reaches ,a
high point of 3,100 feet before dropping abruptly into the
Ranegras Plain, 1,500 feet below, which comprises the northern`
half of the the WSA. Virtually flat and surprisingly free of
man's impacts, the Ranegras Plain is one of the few areas of its
type not yet devastated by ORV use or encroached upon by urban
development . The WSA also includes portions of the Nottbusch
Valley and Palomas Plain east of the Little Horns . These
contain low, rolling hills and sandy washes lined with palo
verde, ironwood, and other Sonoran desert species .

Wilderness Qualities

Solitude is the most descriptive word of the Little Horn
Mountains area . A view from a ridge in the south central part of
the Little Horns is typical . To the north is a rugged canyon,"
frequently used by bighorn sheep, with sheer sides and jagged
peaks . One peak rises directly east, blocking the view in that
direction . South, the ridge drops steeply to the desert floor
stretching across an alluvial plain to the horizon . West, the
ridge curves around to the north providing a beautiful view of
the setting sun over the rugged silhouette of the Kofa Mountains .
In every direction as far as one can see there are no signs of
man other than the dirt trail that forms the southern boundary of
the unit several miles below . The Ranegras Plain gives character
to the Little Horn WSA by providing a nearly complete desert
ecosystem from the mountains to the plains . This special feature
is not found in many of the other areas .

The Little Horns also contain other special features,
including a large natural arch, nesting sites for raptors,
archaeological sites, two species of cacti which are candidates
for federal Endangered Species protection and nearly 60,000 acres
of crucial bighorn sheep habitat . The position of the Little
Horns in regard to bighorn migratory paths is an important one,
with the Kofa Wildlife Refuge only a few miles to the west and
the Eagletail Mountains to the east . Sheep from the Kofas
frequently migrate through the Little Horns to the Eagletails and
from there to other areas farther east and south, including East
Clanton Hills, Woolsey Peak and Signal Mountain . This fact,
combined with the other values discussed above, makes the Little
Horn Mountains an area of unique importance and very high
wilderness qualities .
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Resource Analysis

1

This WSA contains 14,860 acres of high mineral potential and
18,680 of moderate potential . Copper, gold, lead, silver and
manganese are reported in the area which has seen small mining
and prospecting over a long period of time with no major
production .

Recommendations

The area is extremely beautiful, rugged, remote, isolated
and natural . There is substantial bighorn sheep habitat and a
population of desert mule deer along with various other smaller
mammals, reptiles, and raptors . The entire WSA should.: be
designated wilderness . This area is too valuable, delicate and
rare to be lost to mineral exploration, off-road vehicles and the
other exploitations of man .

Results of Non-Designation

According to the BLM ' s own studies, lack of wilderness
designation would cause a 30% decline in resident bighorn sheep
populations as 12,000 acres of crucial habitat is lost or
degraded by mineral activities and ORV use. Surface disturbances
associated with mining and access roads would create permanent
scarring of the landscape and destroy much of the area's
naturalness , scenic beauty and recreational opportunities . The
Ranegras Plain would remain open for ORV use and the opportunity
to preserve a significant portion of a true desert plain .
(different from the bajadas represented in other units) would be
lost . Cultural sites would be subject to increased vandalism and
sensitive species of cacti would be easily accessible to "cactus
poachers" who could decimate local populations .

(See map on page 111)
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : EAGLETAIL MOUNTAINS, AZ 020-128
WSA ACREAGE: 119,700
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 78,020
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 97,000
INHOLDINGS : 2,400 acres of state lands
LOCATION : 65 miles west of Phoenix

Description

The Eagletail Mountains stretch across the desert for about
15 miles in a northwest to southeast direction . The eroded
slopes embedded with horizontal flows of Tertiary age lava rise
abruptly to weathered basaltic cliffs and jagged peaks along the
backbone of this spectacular desert mountain range . Artifacts of
early residents, supposedly the forerunners of the Maricopa and
Yavapai tribes, abound within the broad boundaries of an area
rich in those characteristics .

You can car camp within walking distance of Courthouse Rock,
a prominent monolith that lies within the proposed boundaries .
This rock is a favorite of mountain climbers, as is Eagletail
Peak to the south . Visit this area in spring, and profuse
wildflowers line a nearby wash that takes you to a canyon with
walls covered with petroglyphs of the early people . A perennial
spring runs in a deep, narrow gorge, providing habitat for many
varieties of birds and other wildlife . Signs of desert bighorn
sheep are frequent because this mountain range is in their
natural migration path . Hike across the vast open desert bajadas
and marvel at the high spires and jagged sawtooth ridges that
drop off almost vertically to the desert floor . Caves indent the
steep cliff faces and provide nesting places for raptors . There
are many natural arches and windows in these fascinating
mountains .

Wilderness Qualities

Evidence of man is virtually unseen in the Eagletail
Mountains area . Except for old and infrequently used ways, one
can walk for miles and see only pristine Sonoran desert at its
best . Desert scrubs of creosote-bursage and palo verde-saguaro
communities provide considerable vegetative screening. Mountain
ridges are strikingly incised ; dissected and landforms are
diverse in their shapes and sizes, and include spires and peaks,
which provide challenging climbing experiences for those wishing
unconfined recreational activities . The Eagletail area provides
outstanding opportunities for solitude for the hiker or horseback
rider .

The flora is of particular significance due to the presence
' of relic juniper and oak on north facing slopes near Eagletail
. Peak. Four special status plant species, Columbrina californica ,

Selaginella eremophila , Peniocereus greggii , and A_lium parish

I qualify the area to be proposed as a Natural Area by the Arizona
Academy of Science .
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' Five prehistoric sites were recorded by the BLM during their
cultural inventory, although local archaeological experts believe
that many more undiscovered sites exist . Site types include a

I large lithic scatter, knapping station, rock rings, a
rockshelter, and a large number of petroglyphs believed to be
over 10,000 years old . It was noted in studies by the U .S .
Department of Interior's Heritage Conservation and Recreation
Service that the Eagletail Mountains possess natural and
scientific values qualifying the area for listing in the National
Registry of Natural Landmarks .

i Resource Analysis

' The BLM reports 36 mining claims within or adjacent to the
wilderness area boundary having a moderately high mineral
potential including known deposits of quartz, agate, and jasper .

' No conflict exists insofar as grazing is concerned .
Ranching operations are seasonal and it is expected that they
will continue in the same manner as they do now .

Considerable off-road recreational vehicle use of the
low-lying desert bajadas has taken place . Conflict may arise
when some of the trails are closed under wilderness management .
There are many miles of four-wheel drive roads existing in
adjacent areas which should satisfy the needs for ORV recreation .

Recommendation

The 97,000 proposed acres of the Eagletail Mountain area
' should be designated for wilderness . This includes the BLM

proposed acreage plus the returned portion of the Cemetary Ridge
area that is so important for the natural migration path of the

∎ desert bighorn sheep . Opportunities for solitude and primitive
recreation would improve with the larger recommended area ..
Motorized activities and mining would not be allowed within the

' proposed boundaries . This would allow wilderness hikes along the
base of the rocky escarpment and across the broad desert bajadas
of the inner plain . The rock climbing features and scenery of
Courthouse Rock would also be protected within these boundaries .

' State owned inholdings should be acquired to protect the area
from incompatible developments .

' Results of Non-Designation

Tragic damage to this outstanding wilderness would occur if
it is not designated . Vehicle ways would be overrun with .

' off-road vehicles that could access the primeval desert lands
stretching between the mountain ranges .' Excessive noise from
mechanized intrusion would disturb wildlife habitat and upset the
desert bighorn sheep reproductive activities .
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With the expected future inroads to be made by ORV's,
miners, and land developers' heavy equipment, this classic desert
ecosystem , with its spectacular landforms and broad reaches of
untouched desert now in virtually unimpaired condition, would be
destroyed and lost forever . . . .

(See map on page

v
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East Clanton Hills
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AREA NAME & NUMBER :
WSA ACREAGE :
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE :
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE :
INHOLDINGS :
LOCATION :

Description

EAST CLANTON HILLS,
36,600
0
36,600
None
25 miles southwest

AZ-020-129

of Tonopah

The East Clanton Hills, more commonly referred to as Picacho
Hills, rise abruptly from typical Sonoran desert plains . These
sharply pointed landforms exhibit a jagged series of peaks and
ridges in which erosion has formed many pinnacles and spires .
Deep, narrow canyons carved by ephemeral waters have created
cascades and waterfalls that flow after the winter rains : .
Depressed natural cavities in the rocks called "tinajas" retain
rain water for periods of time . Comprised of andesite, basalt,
and schist, the colorful hills traverse this seven-mile wide
wilderness area. The southern half of the area is an alluvial
plain characterized by sizable expanses of desert, crossed by
north-south trending drainages . In spring, the desert floor is a
veritable flower garden of brilliant desert blooms . -.

Wilderness Qualities

Rugged mountains with serrate profile border smooth"
intermontane valleys . The jagged outlines of the slopes contrast
abruptly with the desert plains . Buff colored buttes are capped
with basalt from the Tertiary age and highly metamorphosed
sediments combine with granitoid gneiss .

The East Clanton Hills contain miles of virtually untouched
Sonoran desert with vegetation consisting of creosote/bursage,
ironwood, palo verde, and various bunch grasses . Ample
vegetative screening is provided in washes where trees and shrubs
are dense . Ocotillo, cholla, and saguaro predominate on, the
slopes . The area provides potential habitat for three special
status plant series : Colubrina californica, Selaginella
eremophila, and Perriocereus gregii .

Wildlife includes coyotes, foxes, cottontail and
jackrabbits, and raptors . An important migration path for
bighorn sheep crosses the area ; their signs are visible
throughout the area . Pronghorn antelope and deer have been seen
in the hills .

Cultural resources include two prehistoric sites, a-rock
shelter and an extensive lithic scatter with associated rock
rings . In addition, a Hohokam village site has been recorded .

The area provides excellent opportunities for solitude .
Unconfined recreation is offered to mountain climbers by the
sheer cliffs in the narrow canyons . Hikers and horsemen could
enjoy overnight trips within the area .
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Resource Analysis

While there are 198 mining claims dotting the area, most are
inactive and the potential for future development is thought to
be very low. The only potential mining sites have been cherry
stemmed out of the wilderness boundaries ; this should eliminate
mineral conflicts .

No conflicts exist insofar as grazing is concerned .
Ranching operations are seasonal and it is expected that they
will continue in the same manner as they do now .

There are many miles of back country desert roads adjacent
to the wilderness area that should satisfy the needs for ORV
recreation .

Recommendation

This area should be designated as wilderness because of its
excellent characteristics . Due to the area's proximity to both
Phoenix and Yuma, it offers opportunities for wilderness
experiences to both growing populations . Because only a dirt
road separates it from the larger Eagletail Mountains area, the
two areas combine to provide many miles of primitive desert
country for hikers and sportsmen to explore and enjoy for several
days at a time .

Results of Non-Designation

If this area is not set aside as wilderness, Arizona will
lose this valuable untouched desert . Mineral exploration and
development would impair the area's natural characteristics .
Uncontrolled ORV intrusions in the southern plains would destroy
to the pristine desert vegetation and because of the shallow
soils and sparse plant cover, rocky outcrops and slow weathering,
surface disturbance would be highly noticeable and the natural
quality of the desert pavement and plains would be severely
damaged .

(See map on page 111)
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AREA NAME & NUMBER :
WSA ACREAGE :
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE :
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE :
INHOLDINGS :
LOCATION :

Description

SADDLE MOUNTAIN , AZ-020-135
5,500
0
5,500
None
60 miles west of Phoenix, 4 miles' south
of Interstate 10

Saddle Mountain WSA is made up entirely of a very scenic
volcanic upthrust called Saddle Mountain . The WSA is a familiar
sight to travelers who drive on I-10 between Phoenix and Los
Angeles . The mountain rises dramatically 2000. feet to an
altitude of 3037 feet out of the Harquahala Plain about an hour's
drive from Phoenix . Saddle Mountain is a showcase of volcanic
forces at work . From a layman's observation it appears to be the
highly eroded remains of an extinct volcano . The name comes from
a very prominent saddle in the central part of the unit, but
visitors can find literally dozens of saddles in the highly
complex topography of the unit . The vegetation is of the
palo verde-saguaro type, typical of the lower Sonoran desert .
The paloverdes are mostly small, but along the washes one finds
fairly large ironwood trees . The desert bajadas surrounding
Saddle Mountain are covered mostly with creosote bushes . In the
spring the bajadas are dotted with displays of wild flowers .

Wilderness Values

The unit's numerous washes, canyons and peaks provide ;.
visitors with superb opportunities for hiking, rock climbing,
photography and picnicing . Hikers can spend hours walking and
climbing the rugged terrain . Rockclimbers are challenged by the
volcanic peaks in the WSA and the excellent scenery provides
outstanding opportunities for photographers . Of particular
interest to rock collectors is the abundance of chalcedony and
fire agate .

In the prehistoric past, Saddle Mountain was part of `' the
trade route linking the Central Arizona Indians with people
living along the Colorado River . These Indians left numerous
traces in the WSA, including rock art . The BLM classified' all of
Saddle Mountain's 5,500 acres as archeologically important . From
the various peaks of Saddle Mountain one has a beautiful view :
Courthouse Rock to the west and the Bighorn and Harquahala
Mountains to the north . Also from the higher elevations within
the WSA one can see the farmland of the Harquahala Plain to the
west, I-10 to the north and Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station
to the east . The WSA's small size and proximity make such visual
impacts unavoidable, but the WSA's overall assemblage of
wilderness characteristics overshadow these handicaps and,
together with the nationally recognized need for more wilderness
areas near urban centers, makes Saddle Mountain a worthy
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1

candidate for wilderness status . Designating Saddle Mountain as
wilderness would help preserve the unique geologic,
archaeological, educational, scenic and recreational values of
this small but important WSA .

Resource Analysis

There are only seven mining claims in the WSA, which are
currently only producing fire agate . There are no leasable
minerals identified in the WSA (FEIS p . 128) .

Four grazing allotments overlap in the Saddle Mountain WSA .
For three of these, the area constitutes 2 percent or less of
their total allotments, for the fourth it constitutes 25 percent .
None of the grazing activity would be effected by designation .
In addition to grazing, the area is used by hikers, rock
collectors and climbers .

Recommendations

The BLM originally recommended Saddle Mountain as suitable
for wilderness in its Upper Sonoran Draft Wilderness EIS because
"designation as wilderness would maintain the diversity and
quality of Saddle Mountain's exceptional recreational
opportunities ." With the Phoenix metropolitan area's projected
explosive growth along I-10, it is important to set aside scenic
and recreational lands where the impact of man is not motorized .

Results of Non-Designation

Non-designation of Saddle Mountain could result in a gradual
deterioration of its wilderness values resulting from off-road
traffic, vandalism, mining and the creation of more roads .

121



AREA NAME & NUMBER :
WSA ACREAGE :
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE :
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE :
INHOLDINGS :
LOCATION :

Description

FACE MOUNTAIN , AZ-020-136
27,575
0
29,375
1,800 acres of state land
Approx . 35 miles southwest of Buckeye

Face Mountain is a volcanic mesa rising about 2,000 feet
above the surrounding desert floor to an elevation of 2,041'` feet .
The mesa, while gently rolling on top, has extremely steep sides
and is highly eroded by drainages that form several lengthy-,
interior valleys and canyons . One such valley splits the mesa in
half, leaving a parallel ridge of equal height and even greater
ruggedness to the north of the main bulk of the mountain . The
foothill region contains a number of desert washes winding
between low buttes, hills, and ridges . Beyond them are broad
expanses of rolling, somewhat desiccated, but essentially level
desert plains threaded by the wide, sandy, tree-lined beds of
Yellow Medicine and Loudermilk washes . Vegetation throughout the
area is typical Sonoran desert : saguaro, ocotillo, cholla,
greasewood, brittlebush, mesquite, palo verde, and ironwood . The
entire area is composed of volcanic rocks, primarily black basalt
boulders, but with some exposures of brown and reddish material .

' Wilderness Qualities

Face Mountain's extreme isolation offers a high degree of
solitude . Though easily accessible over graded dirt roads, the
area is seldom visited and little known to the general public .
Its geographic isolation, combined with excellent topographic and

' vegetative screening, "offer ample opportunities to avoid the
sights and sounds of others and to experience isolation . . . The
entire WSA provides outstanding opportunities for solitude .'"'
(Draft Environmental Impact Statement), Lower Gila South RMP/EIS

t Area, January 1985, page 33 .) The area is a fascinating showcase
of volcanic features . The basalt boulders that cover most of the
ground are heavily coated with natural "desert varnish" and`, are
so polished by the elements that they glisten in the sunlight .
The steep slopes of the mountain are surprisingly colorful . :' The
shiny black surface is streaked with rich browns and burnt reds,

' covered with the light green of brittlebush and the darker green
of greasewood . In spring, there is a profusion of yellow
wildflowers and red-tipped ocotillo . The area provides habitat
for bighorn sheep, mule deer, desert tortoise, Gila monsters, kit fox,

' golden eagles, and prairie falcons . The area provides potential
habitat for the following three special-status plant species
Colubrina californica , Selaginella eremophila , and Peniocerus

' re ii. (DEIS, page 143 .) Important cultural resources are also
present . One area is described by the BLM as "an extensive
lithic workshop with a variety of associated occupational "
features" . It covers more than 5,700 acres and is cohsidered
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places .
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I
' Resource Analysis

Some historic mining activity has taken place in this area,I but the BLM states that the Face Mountain area "is thought to
have a low potential for mineralization . . .Based on geologic
inference, the potential for development of minerals in this WSA
is rated as low." (DEIS, page 143 .) Surface disturbancesI associated with mineral development to date have been few and far
between .

The area contains portions of three grazing allotments . One
stock reservoir and several fences are located within the area ;

I however, the barren nature of the land, harsh seasonal
temperatures, and lack of reliable water will probably prevent
the area from ever being heavily used by livestock .

' Recommendations

The entire Face Mountain area should be designated as
wilderness . The area's large size, remoteness, and spectacular,

t unusual beauty provide outstanding opportunities for solitude,
wilderness recreation, geologic sightseeing, photography, nature
studies, and other non-motorized activities . Wilderness

'' designation will protect the area's native flora and fauna,
important cultural values, and the beautiful, but extremely
fragile, desert pavement that is found in the plains surrounding

∎ the mountain . The AWC recommends the acquisition and addition of
approximately 1,800 acres of state land on the south side of the
area to the proposed wilderness .

' Results of Non-Designation

Face Mountain, while remote from any town or paved highway,
lies directly on a line drawn from Phoenix through Buckeye toI Yuma . The Palo Verde Nuclear Plant is located about 25 miles,
northeast of the area and the town of Gila Bend an equal distance
to the southeast . The Southern Pacific Railroad tracks parallel

;' the unit's southern boundary, and the graded Agua Caliente Road
curves around the northern and western edges . Although the area
is pristine and it is unlikely that any large-scale development

' will be proposed within its boundaries, it remains easily
accessible to many people and is surrounded by lands that have
already been heavily impacted by man's activities . Face Mountain

' is potentially within the path of these impacts . ORV use could
damage the sensitive riparian environments along the desert
washes and scar the delicate desert pavement of rounded, polished

' cobbles . (Some damage of this type is already occurring in areas
' immediately adjacent to the Agua Caliente Road .) Mining and

prospecting, with their associated access roads, could cause
severe visual impacts on the natural beauty of the area . Such,
scarring would be visible over a wide area because of the broad,
open nature of the scenic vistas . The contrast between fresh
earth upturned by digging or bulldozing and the dark volcanic'

e
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rocks that characterize Face Mountain could be seen for miles .
The gentle foothills and outwash plains surrounding the mountain
could be used for future utility corridors, completely altering
the unspoiled nature of the existing landscape . It is even
possible that the beautifully polished rocks and boulders
covering much of the area could be collected and hauled away
--legally or illegally -- for use in urban landscaping . In 1978,
Arlington Mountain, near Buckeye, was stripped down to bare
earth,illegally, for exactly that purpose .

Wilderness designation, properly enforced, would eliminate
such activities . Lack of designation would leave this splendid
resource unprotected and vulnerable to many forms of human abuse .

I View from the Summit, Face Mountain WSA
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' AREA NAME & NUMBER : SIGNAL MOUNTAIN, AZ-020-138
WSA ACREAGE: 20,920

' BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 15,250
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 18,490 .
INHOLDINGS: None
LOCATION: Approximately 18 miles northwest from

' Gila Bend

I Description

Signal Mountain is the focal point of this small, but highly

I

scenic, WSA . The name comes from an aircraft beacon which once
stood on the summit. The remains of a few wooden poles once used
to carry power lines are still present on the mountain, and an
old concrete foundation may still be seen, but all other evidence

I of man's use has vanished . The work was apparently all done by
hand as no signs of road or trail construction are evident . The
exact purpose and history of the beacon remains a mystery, but it

I may have been connected with military training flights over this
desolate area during World War II . Signal Mountain, which rises
1200 feet above the desert floor to an elevation of 2182 feet, is
a colorful and chaotic jumble of sharp peaks and sawtooth ridges,

' all of volcanic origin. The rolling hills, gentle valleys, and, ;
outwash plains surrounding the peak are in pristine condition and
offer a rich assemblage of Sonoran desert scenery and vegetative

' types .

Wilderness Qualities

1 Excellent opportunities for solitude and wilderness forms of
recreation, including hiking, hunting, and horseback riding, may
be found here . Serious rock climbers will find some interesting

I topography around the summit of Signal Mountain . The jagged,
multi-colored rocks forming the peak offer a refreshing contrast
to other nearby mountains, most of which are composed solely of

' black basalt rock and have rounded or flat summits . The area is
separated from the Woolsey Peak WSA by nothing more than a
four-wheel drive gravel road . The Arizona Game and Fish
Department has recently introduced a herd of bighorn sheep into

' the Signal/Woolsey area . Supplemental values include 7,860 acres
of crucial desert bighorn sheep habitat and 980 acres of crucial
desert tortoise habitat. A total of more than 3,000 acres are

' considered culturally sensitive and include chipping stations,
rock alignments, and possible habitation sites .

I Resource Analysis

The unit overlaps a portion of the Gable-Ming allotment .
According to the BLM, no operational range facilities are

' existing or planned within the WSA . (See Lower Gila South Final
Wilderness EIS, pg . 30 .)
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A few small areas of moderate mineral potential have : been
excluded from our boundaries . The remainder of the WSA is rated
as having low potential for mineral production .

Recommendations

We concur with the BLM recommendation to protect the
outstanding wilderness values in the Signal Mountain unit .
We also suggest adding approximately 3000 acres of foothills,
washes, and bajadas that form an integral part of the scenery
north of the main peak .

Results of Non-Designation

Mineral explorations and related access roads, anticipated
construction of utility lines through a 1/2 mile wide swath of
land paralleling the Southern Pacific railway lines on the
northwest edge of the WSA, and ORV use in the interior valleys
and wash beds will all lead to significant loss of wilderness
values . Crucial wildlife habitat and important cultural sites
may also be affected .

' Signal Mountain, Signal Mountain WSA
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AREA NAME &
` WSA ACREAGE :

BLM PROPOSED
AWC PROPOSED

I INHOLDINGS :
LOCATION :

Description

RUMBER : WOOLSEY PEAK, AZ-020-142/144
73,930

ACREAGE : 61,000
ACREAGE : 76,490

None
Eleven miles north of Gila Bend

One of the most appealing characteristics of the Woolsey
Peak WSA is its highly varied topography . Located in the eastern
part of the Gila Bend Mountains, the WSA contains flat desert
plains, low rolling hills, basalt capped mesas, jagged desert
mountains, wide valleys and numerous washes . In this area of
complex geology deposits ranging from the Precambrian Era to the
recent era result in colorful pink and white crystalline
outcroppings ; red-brown sandstones ; some blue-green marine
sediments and black volcanics . The result is a variety of colors
and textures that offer visual excitement and induce geologic
observation .

The WSA is covered with classic lower Sonoran Desert
vegetation . On the plains, plants of the creosote-bursage
community dominate . The slopes and bajadas support the
palo verde-saguaro plant community . Ephemeral washes support
desert riparian species such as mesquite, ironwood and cat claw
acacia . A plant survey of a wash area on the west side of-
Woolsey Peak (May 1987) discovered the eastern-most known example
of Nolina bigelovia . Due to the extreme aridity of the area the
vegetation is relatively sparse . This sparseness, however, when
combined with volcanic boulders and the general ruggedness, gives
much of the area a dramatic, moonscape quality that is
fascinating for exploration in the cooler months . A partial
inventory of plant species in the area reveals a surprising
diversity of species .

'~ Although the final BLM EIS states that no bighorn sheep are
in the area, an October 23, 1987 call to the Arizona Game and
Fish Department verified that a population of approximatelyy ten
bighorn sheep is established in the Woolsey Peak/Signal Mountain
area . During hikes into the area in 1987 signs or sightings of

' bighorn sheep, deer, foxes and/or coyotes, bobcats and/or
cougars, and hawks and owls were noted . Eagles also inhabit the
area . Although the area is not listed by the BLM as a desert

R tortoise habitat, a tortoise shell was observed on the lower
r slopes of Woolsey Peak's west side .

Wilderness Qualities

The Arizona Wilderness Coalition agrees with the assessment
pf the BLM on the wilderness qualities of the Woolsey Peak-WSA,
as stated in their Wilderness Inventory dated May 30, 1980`: :
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' "Opportunities for solitude in the Woolsey Peak Inventory
unit are outstanding . The primary factors contributing to this
are the large size of the unit, 18 miles by 10 miles, and the
diversity and ruggedness of the area's topography . . . The Woolsey
Peak Inventory Unit provides outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation . . . In addition to physical

' challenge, the numerous high peaks within the unit offer scenic
vistas for aesthetic enjoyment and photography . . . Wildlife 11
observation and photography is advisable throughout the unit but
most especially in the riparian habitats of the washes-The
Woolsey Peak Inventory Unit contains a significant scenic
resource ."

' This wilderness area provides the desert enthusiast with a
large, natural area for hiking and camping . It is a place that
lends itself to true solitude and personal regeneration . Its

' rugged, remote, and mysterious landforms provide an almost "
unending array of interesting sites that can best be enjoyed'in
the silence of the wilderness experience .

Resource Analysis

The,AWC has read and studied the 1982 GEM report for this
area and also has examined the mineral claim document files for
the Woolsey WSA at the downtown Phoenix BLM office . On a trip to
.the eastern end of the WSA many claim sites, most of which are
located in sections 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 21, 22 and 23 of
T3S/R5W were examined . Most claims are marked by simple wooden
or metal stakes held upright by a small pile of rocks and soil at
the base and capped by a tin can or milk carton . Only a few; ;
small drill holes were found - they were but a few inches in
diameter and no land scars were produced by the drilling . These
evidences of mining activity, while many in number ; are
substantially unnoticeable in character . Most of the claims
found were filed recently (1983 and 1984) . There has never been
any mineral production from the area . The BLM final EIS shows
the area to contain 232 mineral claims, most if not all of which
are owned by just one company (Beaumont Logging Co .) .

The GEM report lists two mineral deposits as "potentially
favorable for metallic (niobium and tantalum) and uranium" .
Niobium and tantalum occur in a Precambrian pegmatite of
fergusonite and samarskite classified as having "low favorability
at a confidence level of B" (pg . 199) . The geothermal resources
in the area are water wells with a temperature of 26 to 32 C,(79
F to 89 .6 F) .

Recommendations

The AWC recommends that all 73,930 WSA acres be given
wilderness protection plus approximately 1,400 additional acres
along the southeast boundary . The power transmission line which
formed the WSA boundary here (T3 and 4S/R5 and 6W was dismantled
a couple of years ago and the poles were removed . The road'
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running just south of this former power transmission line makes a
more logical boundary and results in the addition of parts of
17 sections to wilderness . The Painted Rocks Wildlife Area then
becomes the southern boundary where the road gives out in section
25 of T4S, R6W . The road gives out completely in the flood basin
of the Painted Rocks Wildlife Area . It is not possible to drive
across this area .

The eastern region of the WS
provides an interesting mountain
the area . The cherrystem road is
revegetated .

A is strikingly beautiful and
ridge access into the heart of
washed out and partially

Our study of the mineral resources and the claim files of
the WSA indicates that claims in the area are speculative`. The
AWC strongly recommends wilderness protection for the eastern
portion of the Woolsey Peak WSA .

We further recommend two slight adjustments to the northern
border but for the most part endorse the northern and western
boundaries designated by the BLM . It should be noted that the
road following the wash between the Woolsey WSA and the Signal
Mountain WSA (2-138) is a little traveled, four wheel drive or
high clearance vehicle recommended gravel road . Wildlife, cross
this gravel road frequently and with ease . From the Woolsey WSA
the vegetation along the wash masks the road making Signal
Mountain appear as a continuation of the same wilderness . No
doubt it also appears so to the wild citizens of the region . If
Woolsey is given wilderness protection it will be wise to: protect
Signal along with it .

Results of Non-Designation

Despite its . remote, rugged beauty the land in the WSA is, in
fact, quite fragile . Low rainfall and the nature of desert soils
in the area make recovery from disturbance a very long-term
process . Non-designation could open the area to much greater ORV
use with a subsequent loss of natural beauty and plant and animal
habitat. Non-designation would result in impacts that would
change the natural character of the area almost permanently . In
addition, the noise and disturbance from ORV use would discourage
any use by hikers, campers, bird and wildlife watchers horseback
riders and photographers . Non-designation would open the area to
mining activities of dubious and unproven value . The potential
contribution to our national welfare from these unworked mining
claims does not outweigh the need to preserve the universally
acknowledged wilderness values of the area .
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' AREA NAME & NUMBER : NORTH MARICOPA MOUNTAINS, AZ-020-157 and
BUTJ ERFIELD STAGE MEMORIAL , AZ-020-164

' WSA ACREAGE: 75,483
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 84,730
INHOLDINGS: None

' LOCATION: 12 miles northeast of Gila Bend

I Description

The North Maricopa mountains is a sizeable range of desert
' mountains which are unusual in their makeup . Rather than being a

range which has a single ridgeline which rises out of the desert
plain, the North Maricopas is a jumble of long ridges and
isolated peaks which are separated and bisected by numerous

' washes . The area proposed by AWC contains extensive desert
bajada sloping away from the mountainous areas ; the vegetation in
these areas is especially rich in both variety and quantity .

I Vegetation consists of large stands of saguaro, ocotillo, cholla
and barrel cactus with the numerous washes lined with palo verde,
ironwood, and mesquite . BLM's own personnel have said (with the

' coalition in agreement) that these vegetative areas are
comparable to those found in Saguaro National Monument .

Wilderness Qualities

The North Maricopas are a large, easily accessible range
which contain all of the characteristics necessary for
wilderness . The area's size, diverse and rugged terrain, and°'the
general wildness of the WSA provide outstanding opportunities for
solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation . (DEIS, Lower
Gila South RMP/EIS Area, January 1985, pp . 34) . The area's size,
combined with its topography, provide for a wide range of
primitive recreational pursuits . Portions of the proposed areaa
would be ideal for family oriented hiking and sightseeing while
other areas provide a challenge to the most experienced outdoor
person . In the spring the area is ablaze with wildflowers with
the numerous palo verde being a highlight .

Supplemental values include large portions of the area which
are prime habitat for desert bighorn and desert tortoise . The
WSA also contains several prehistoric cultural sites . in
addition it contains a segment of the Butterfield Stage line
operated in the late 1850's, the first reliable, relatively fast
method of transportation between the eastern United States and
California .

Resource Analysis

As of September, 1984, there were 509 mining claims withinn
the area proposed by the AWC (FEIS, Lower Gila South, p . 64) .
Approximately 8,Q00 acres are rated as having high mineral
potential with approximately 35,000 acres having moderate
potential (FEIS, p 107) . However, according to the BLM "There is
no record of mineral production from this WSA ." (FEIS, p . 76,
78) .
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The area proposed by the AWC contains portions of four
grazing allotments, the Hazen, Conley, Beloat, and Bighorn . The
area proposed by the AWC would prevent the establishment of one
well on the Bighorn allotment which would prevent utilization of

' only 100 AUM's or approximately 1 .6 percent of the allotment's
AUM, according to the proposed action, p . 268, DEIS . Access and
maintenance of stock pond in the northeast corner of the area on
the Beloat allotment would be limited, but could continue'
providing that it meets the minimum tool criteria . The area's
designation as wilderness would have very little overall impact
on grazing in the area .

The AWC believes that the proposed Superconducting Super
Collider can be accommodated along with wilderness protection in

' this area .

Recommendations

The BLM has recommended no wilderness for the North Maricopa
Mountains . This is a glaring oversight on the part of the
agency . The BLM apparently feels that way because of occasional

' four-wheel drive use, unproven mineral potential, cherrystem
roads, and "unmanageable boundaries" . The AWC, however, strongly
disagrees . The Coalition has found that only 3 cherrystems truly
meet the criteria of a road . The others follow washes or clearly'
have not been maintained over time with many having creosote and
other plants growing in them . Because of this the coalition has
combined the North Maricopas WSA and the Butterfield Stage

/ Memorial WSA into one unit with a combined acreage of.
approximately 84,730 acres . The Coalition has also excluded the
160 acres of privately owned land located on the northern

.

∎

boundary of the unit to reduce potential conflicts .

Designation of this area as wilderness offers the chance to
preserve and protect this outstanding area, an area that is

' within a one hour drive of one of the fastest growing
} metropolitan areas in the country .

' ! Results of Non-Designation

The North Maricopa Mountains, while still in a very `,
'

. ,
primitive and natural state, will come under increasing ressure
in the coming years . The west side of the Phoenix metropolitan
area is going to experience tremendous growth in the next 10-15
years . Large planned communities have already been announced'
within ten miles of the northern boundary and Rainbow Valley,
adjacent to the proposed area, is a logical choice for extension
of that development . The Superconducting Super Collider:will

' likely bring greater access and development pressure to these and
neighboring land which have so far been protected by their
remoteness . The negative impact from ORV's can already be seen,
particularly in the area along the Butterfield Stage Line. This'
current use combined with future use arising from the westward
growth of the Valley will have a significant adverse impact on
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the area . According to the BLM's own estimates, the result of
non-designation would cause 21 percent decline in desert tortoise
population and a 50 percent decline in desert bighorn population
(FEIS, p 138) . Most disturbing about the bighorn decline is the
fact that "The bighorn level would be well below the level needed
to sustain a stable population ." (FEIS, p . 138) Wilderness
designation will minimize or eliminate these adverse impacts .
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AREA NAME AND NUMBER : SOUTH MARICOPA MOUNTAINS AZ-020-163
WSA ACREAGE: 72,004

' BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE: 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 72,004
INHOLDINGS: None
LOCATION : 10 miles east of Gila Bend

∎
Description

The South Maricopa Mountains is a fine example of relatively
undisturbed Sonoran Desert basin and range topography . The area
is characterized by a steeply sloping range, which runs through
the center of it, surrounded by desert plain . The eastern end of
the area is topographically more complex with numerous small
canyons and washes cutting through several different mountains
and mesas . The alluvial plains are cut by many wide washes which
are densely lined with mesquite, palo verde, and ironwood . The
area has extensive areas of Sonoran desert vegetation including

' saguaro, ocotillo, creosote, cholla, and barrel cactus .

Wilderness Qualities

' The South Maricopa is an expansive area of desert
terrain which offers excellent wilderness . As the BLM has stated
"Outstanding solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation

' opportunities exist throughout the WSA because of the complex
topography, plant cover and the area's large size" (DEIS, Lower
Gila South RMP EIS, p . 34) . Numerous opportunities for a wide
range of recreational activities exist in the backcountry .
Hiking across the area gives a visitor an extremely rewarding:,
experience . The natural desert landscape is truly an awe
inspiring setting .

Supplemental values within the area include desert bighorn
and desert tortoise habitat .

Resource Analysis

As of December, 1984 there were 431 mining claims within the
area ( FEIS, p . 64 ) . No production is anticipated in the area,
with the exception of seven acres near Bighorn Peak (FEIS, p ., 40)
which is strictly exploration . However, there are no known
mineral occurrences of economical proportions in the WSA, (FEIS
p .77) . Gold, silver , copper and manganese can be found in many
areas outside of the WSA .

No range improvements exist within the area and none are,
planned. Designation of the area as wilderness would have
little, if any, effect on grazing in the area .

A utility corridor runs along the area ' s southern boundary .
Any new proposed powerline could be shifted south of Interstate
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8 . The problem of maintenance of culverts on the north side of
Interstate 8 could be solved by making a minor boundary setback
at necessary locations .

The AWC believes that the proposed Superconducting Super
Collider can be accommodated along with wilderness protection in
this area .

Recommendations

AWC's proposal includes the same boundaries as the BLM's WSA
boundary, with the exception of the elimination of two cherrystem
"roads" by the AWC . These "roads" are, in fact, vehicle ways
which show no evidence of maintenance . They currently access
wildlife catchments . Closing these ways would enhance wildlife
and wilderness qualities . Periodic motorized access for
maintenance of the catchments could be possible, provided` that
this met the minimum tool criteria .

For the BLM to have recommended no wilderness for this area
is beyond comprehension . It easily meets all of the criteria for
wilderness and its value as wilderness far outweighs any values
it might contain for consumptive purposes .

Results of Non-Designation

~: The South Maricopa Mountains currently exist in relatively
undisturbed and natural state . Pressures from a variety of
sources will increase significantly in succeeding years . With

'' the tremendous growth that central Arizona will experience in the
next 10-20 years, the South Maricopas will experience increased
damage to cultural and wildlife resources from off road vehicles,
mining, and other destructive uses . Rainbow Valley, to the north

' and east of the area, will eventually be developed with housing .
The Superconducting Super Collider, should it be sited around the

' area, will likely bring greater access and development pressure
to these and neighboring lands which have so far been protected
by their remoteness .

' (See map on page 135)
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : SIERRA ESTRELLA, AZ-020-160
WSA ACREAGE: 14,830

' BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 14,830
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 18,830
INHOLDINGS: None

I LOCATION : 15 miles southwest of Phoenix

I Description

The area is bounded on the east by the Gila River Indian"
Reservation and on the north by the Estrella Mountain County
Regional Park and the Gila River Indian Reservation .

∎ The area is made up of rugged ridges and canyons extending

I out from the crest of the main range . The ridges are usually
composed of broken up talus with frequent exposures of bedrockk
which often form barriers to travel in their immediate area . The

I canyon bottoms are usually a disarray of boulders or large blocks
with intermittent areas of smooth bedrock polished by wind and
water. Dry waterfalls may also be encountered in the canyons .
There are no trails in the area ; the Estrellas are widely

I considered to be one of the most rugged mountain ranges in the
state, with knife-edge ridgelines, inaccessible peaks, and steep,
rubble-strewn talus slopes .

' Wilderness Qualities

The Sierra Estrella is home to a remnant herd of desert
' bighorn sheep which roam the entire range . The endangered Gila

monster and desert tortoise also may be found here . Mountain
lions are known to inhabit the rough canyons and ridges of this

U area . Also found here are large populations of mule deer,
javelina, and coyotes .

Due to the areas close proximity to the Gila River (which
' used to flow year round ), prehistoric cultures used the entire

area for hunting and gathering. Numerous sites contain
petroglyphs and old foundations . Artifacts such as pottery and
grinding tools can be found throughout the area .

Hiking and backpacking are the most popular forms of
' recreation in this area . The rugged nature of the terrain

dictate that washes, ridgetops and natural breaks in the terrain
will be used most by persons travelling in the area . Technical
rock climbing may also be done in the area, particularly in and

I around the upper reaches of Butterfly Mountain . However, the`
rugged hike to reach this area will probably discourage much use .
The area will also be used for hunting , wildlife observation,'and

' possible equestrian activity at or near the base of the
mountains .

The area lies entirely within the Sonoran~Desert and
' includes all of the major plant species associated with the

Sonoran Desert . It also includes a few stands of the unusual
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1
' Elephant Tree ( Bursera Microphylla ) . Scattered junipers are

found in the extreme upper part of the Sierra Estrella in
' protected locations .

Resource Analysis

The lower reaches of the area are used for cattle grazing,
but this is minimal and does not present a conflict with
wilderness . No stock ponds occur within the WSA that would need

' periodic maintenance .

No commercial mining occurs in the area and there are no
withdrawals of land for any purpose .

There is one section of state owned subsurface minerals,
but this could be traded for an area that is more desirable for

' the state .

There is one small, temporary communication structure near
the summit of Butterfly Mountain . This should be removed upon
desi nation as wildg erness .

Recommendation

∎ Th ie AWC s proposing wilderness designation for 4 ,000 acres
beyond the existing WSA, primarily in the area immediately ;' south
of Estrella Mountain County Regional Park and west of the Gila'
River Indian Reservation . This will add an additional segment of
the main Estrella ridgeline as well as a segment of the bajada
west of the mountains .

Results of Non-Designation

' If this area does not receive wilderness designation the
most severe form of degradation will likely be a series of radio
towers and other communications facilities cluttered along the
entire ridge line of the Sierra Estrella WSA .

Other forms of resource degradation will be more roads into
' the area and uncontrolled ORV activity . Roads could even be

built up to the ridge line to service communications sites .

Small miners will continue a process of gradual erosion of
this areas wilderness integrity .



AREA NAME & NUMBER : TABLE TOP MOUNTAINS, AZ-020-172
WSA ACREAGE: 39,823
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 34,400
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 36,400
INHOLDINGS: None

' LOCATION : 20 Miles West of Casa Grande

Description

The Table Top Mountain range consists of several ruggedged
basalt-covered peaks over 3,500 feet . Table Top Mountain is the

' dominant feature and a familiar landmark in the area . Its steep
basalt-covered sides rise 4,373 feet to a flat-topped summit .
There are several deep canyons with wide, sandy washes that cut
into the mountain range interior ; surrounding ridges are cut with
deep, winding ravines .

The life zone is typically Sonoran Desert . The sandy washes
are lined with palo verde and mesquite In some locations th. e
saguaro cacti are as numerous as in Saguaro National Monument and
Organ Pipe National Monument . The ravines and washes that cut,
into the mountains have dense populations of palo verde, .>

∎ mesquite, and ironwood . The broad, gently-sloping summit is
covered with a tall grass population and prickly pear cacti .

Table Top Mountains WSA includes 22,780 acres of crucial
desert bighorn habitat ; crucial desert tortoise habitat covers
5,700 acres within the WSA . The lush Sonoran Desert and the
steep inclines of the mountains provide excellent habitat for
Coopers hawks, red tail hawks, prairie falcons, kestrels,, ; and thef ever-present vulture . A golden eagle has been sighted here and

'
there are numerous song bird and a hummingbird population. Mule
deer, herds of javalina, and the antelope jackrabbit are also

s present in this area .

'
A large habitation site used in prehistoric times and

considered for the National Register of Historic Places was
identified in 1982 . The BLM has identified 14,795 acres along
the washes and bajadas surrounding Antelope Peak and Table Top
that have a high probability of containing cultural resources .
In more recent times, the summit of Table Top was used too graze

' . sheep .

Wilderness Qualities

r The area within the WSA has suffered few impacts from,
`' humans . -There are a few vehicle ways that extend into the:WSA ;

these are mainly in washes, and will easily return to a natural
state .

The maze of ravines, ridges, and deep, wide canyons that
penetrate the mountains offer the hiker plenty of opportun"ities
for exploration and solitude . Views from the top offer a
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panoramic vision . Because of the diversity of terrain and 'the
abundant plant and animal life, there are many opportunities for
day hiking, overnight backpacking, rockhounding, and nature and
wildlife observation .

At an elevation of 4,473 feet, Table Top Mountain is the
highest peak in the area . Its flat-topped summit is easily seen
and recognized from as far away as Phoenix, 40 miles to the
north .

Resource Analysis

The majority of the Table Top area has high mineral
potential and an area on the west side has a high geothermal
potential although current mining activity is almost
non-existent . The BLM and the AWC have proposed excluding,, 5,423
acres of non-federal mineral holdings here .

Existing range improvements consist of one reservoir and
three miles of boundary fence . The improvements would be
maintained using the minimum equipment necessary to prevent
damage to the area .

Off-road vehicle activity may increase because of the .WSA's
proximity to population areas . This use will prevent roadways
from returning to natural conditions and have a high potential
for blazing new trails unless prohibited through wilderness
designation .

Recommendation

The AWC recommended wilderness boundary will preserve-the
greatest amount of crucial desert bighorn and desert tortoise'
habitat and will benefit other wildlife while excluding theareas
containing non-federal minerals . The AWC boundary on the west

' side diverges from the BLM's proposed action to prevent potential
damage from ORV use through increased use of-the wa s in thaty
area . This area also contains crucial desert tortoise habitat .

•

Results of Non-Designation

Non-designation would result in unlimited ORV and mining
impacts to the natural environment . Destruction resulting ;from'
construction of mining access roads would be devastating to this
ecosystem and its wildlife .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : BATAMOTE MOUNTAINS , AZ-020-175
WSA ACREAGE: 0
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 50,480
INHOLDINGS: None
LOCATION: 2 Miles Northeast of Ajo

Description

This area encompasses most of the Batamote Mountains, the
northern end of the Sikort Chuapo Mountains, and the middle
portion of the Sauceda Mountains . The unit is bounded on the
north by the Barry M . Goldwater Air Force Range, on the east by
the Tohono O'Odham Indian Reservation, and on the south by a
graded pipeline road . Elevations range from 1,400 feet on the
desert floor to the 3,466 foot summit of Coffeepot Mountain in
the eastern portion . The flora, fauna and climate are Lower
Sonoran desert . The Batamote Mountains area was intensively .
inventoried for wilderness qualities, but the BLM chose not to
give it WSA status .

Wilderness Qualities

The varied terrain provides excellent opportunities for
solitude and primitive recreation . The unit contains portions of
three mountain ranges and includes a network of small mountains,
sheer walled buttes, canyons, and washes . The eastern portion of
the unit is a fine example of the Lower Sonoran desert lifezone
vegetation, including organ pipe cactus, dense cholla stands,
ironwood, elephant, palo verde and mesquite trees . The Sauceda
and Sikort Chuapo portion is exceptionally scenic with rugged and
colorful cliffs and buttes . The Batamotes are an intriguing
volcanic upland carved by several steep-walled canyons .

The combination of topography, plus the fact that the unit
is bordered on three sides by de facto wilderness, provide

' excellent opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation .

∎ Spring flower displays in this unit are some of the finest
i the desert has to offer . The entire unit is a delight to the

hiker, photographer, artist, geologist, botanist, and birder .,
Bighorn sheep are common in the area and Gila monsters and desert

' tortoises find habitat there . Although the unit is close to the
new Cornelia Mine at Ajo, the mine is visible from only a few
points in the unit . The mine has been permanently closed since

' the BLM did their review ; there are now no noise or air pollution
impacts such as the BLM previously reported .

' Of the many comments received on this area, only three
agreed with the BLM proposal for no wilderness, including
comments from Phelps Dodge Corporation. The BLM based their
opposition to wilderness largely on the effect of the New

∎
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' Cornelia Mine and such objections are not appropriate, as
described above . Most comments agreed that the area does indeed
meet wilderness criteria and suggested that an adjusted boundary
could eliminate the effects of the New Cornelia Mine .

Resource Analysis

' Although near the New Cornelia Mine there have been no
known identifiable minerals reported in the Batamote Mountains
unit . Grazing is permitted and a number of minor grazingI I

I improvements exist in the allotments within the unit .
Maintenance of these improvements would be allowed under
wilderness designation . The BLM cites no grazing conflicts .

Recommendations

The AWC recommends wilderness designation because the area
meets all of the wilderness criteria and provides outstanding
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined,
recreation .

Results of Non-Designation

Unrestricted ORV entry across the fragile desert
destroy pristine lands and sacrifice wildlife habitat .

floor would

1
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' AREA NAME & NUMBER : SIRORT CHUAPO MOUNTAINS, AZ-020-176
WSA ACREAGE: 0

' BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE: 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 10,665
INHOLDINGS: None
LOCATION: 9 Miles East of Ajo

Description

This unit is composed of portions of two ranges, the Sikort
Chuapo and Sauceda Mountains, separated by a small valley. The

' area lies in the Lower Sonoran life zone with desert scrub
vegetation, and on the west, in the lower Colorado subdivision .
It is bounded on the south and east by the Tohono O'odham Indian
Reservation, and on the north and west by a pipeline road that

∎e separates this unit from the Batamote Mountains WSA . Elevations
vary from 1,750 feet in the valley and basins to 4,118 feet on
Sauceda Peak . Temperatures range from 120 degrees farenheit to
rarely below freezing .

Wilderness Qualities

The unit is entirely composed of precipitous cliff-faced
mountains and buttes and their canyons, hollows, washes, and
bajadas . The area is exceptionally scenic and colorful and is
largely in pristine condition . The natural complexity and
topographic screening offer outstanding opportunities for
solitude . Several deep, rocky, well-vegetated canyons dissect

1 the mountains and provide primitive and unconfined recreation .
i Sightseeing opportunities center around erosional features, which

include spires, windows, caves, and cliffs .

' Spring wildflower displays are outstanding . The area
contains organ pipe cactus, dense cholla stands, and ironwood,
blue palo verde, elephant and smoke trees . A significant .
population of bighorn sheep, Gila monsters, and desert tortoises
live here . The unit is popular with hikers, photographers,
artists, hunters, botanists, birders, and geology students .

' The BLM originally strongly recommended this unit for
wilderness designation and established it as a wilderness study

i area, then dropped it because, as stated in the final inventory
' of 1980, some residents of Ajo feared wilderness designation

would "box them in" and "create two Organ Pipe National
Monuments" and severely restrict their activities .

∎ Numerous comments pointed out the similarity between Sikort
Chuapo and Organ Pipe National Monument and recognized that

' Sikort Chuapo was wild and provided outstanding opportunities for
primitive recreation and solitude . Despite the many comments
supporting the wilderness values, which cited the complexity of
the peaks, ridges, cliff faces, valleys and' basins as evidence

' of the area's wilderness quality, the BLM decided that a,
wilderness designation was inappropriate .

' 1471



1
' Resource Analysis

' mmhe BLM reported no mineral potential detected in the unit,
although the New Cornelia Mine does exist outside of the
boundaries . The mine has minimal impact on the area .

r While some grazing exists, arid desert lands preclude
anything but seasonal grazing which could continue under
wilderness designation .

I El3LM conducted a field check on five "roads" reported by some
commonters and established them as vehicle ways which are not
maintained . Four of these ways are known to lead to picnic areas

' used by local residents . To satisfy local concerns and
perceptions that wilderness would "boxing them in", some or all
of the four ways that lead to popular picnic spots could be
cherrYstemmed to permit their continued access .

Recommendations

t The AWC strongly recommends that this area, with its
topooraPhical diversity, mixed vegetative types, and scenic
beauti?, be designated wilderness . If necessary, reasonable

' adjustments to boundaries, with provisions for preserving the .
desert environment, can be made to satisfy the recreational needs
of local residents .

∎ Results of Non-Designation

Unlimited or extremely heavy ORV use, either on the existing
' ways or across expanses of pristine desert and wash bottoms by

local residents, could cause irreparable damage to the fragile
desert ecosystem .

1
1
1
I
i
1
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : POZO REDONDO , AZ-020-177

' WSA ACREAGE: 0
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 7,100

' INHOLDINGS: None
LOCATION : 6 Miles Southeast of Ajo

1
1
l
I

Description

This area lies five miles north of organ Pipe Cactus
National Monument and encompasses the northern portion of the
Pozo Redondo Mountains . It is bounded on the east and south by
the Tohono O'Odham Indian Reservation . A small alluvial plain
supports a creosote/bursage community while the mountains support
a palo verde-saguaro community . Elevations range from 1,680 feet
to 2,610 feet . The flora, fauna and climate are typical of the
Lower Sonoran life zone, with temperatures reaching 120 degrees
farenheit and rarely going below freezing . The Pozo Redondo,
Mountains area was intensively inventoried for wilderness
qualities, but the BLM chose not to give it WSA status .

Wilderness Qualities

The portion of the Pozo Redondo range being recommended : is
rugged and scenic . Four major canyons penetrate the mountains .
Many organ pipe cacti grow within the area, and Bighorn sheep
find habitat in the remote terrain .

The BLM admitted in their inventory that the unit is
essentially natural, determining that no "roads" existed, that

r the existing vehicle trails are "ways" . The area offers
. opportunities for solitude and for primitive and unconfined

recreation. In addition, photographers, botanists, hunters,
' geologists, and bird watchers enjoy this scenic country, and the
-i area contains archeological sites .

Despite the obvious wilderness characteristics, the BLM
' chose to drop the area from further study because they felt the

opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation were not sufficient . They cited poor vegetative

∎ screening and limited topography as further reasons for
∎ non-wilderness . However, the AWC has found outstanding

wilderness values in a portion of this which merit protection .

' Resource Analysis

No mineral potential has been reported .

' While some grazing occurs within the area, wilderness .
designation should not cause conflicts with the limited grazing
potential in this arid desert terrain . .
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Recommendations

The AWC has reduced the original 19,890 acre unit to the
most outstanding 7,100 acres and recommends that this area bee
designated as wilderness .

The area provides fine opportunities for solitude and
primitive and unconfined recreation . The diversity in terrain;,
interesting desert vegetation, and varied wildlife habitat
deserve wilderness protection .

Results of Non-Designation

The AWC fears that without wilderness protection,
unrestricted ORV entry on existing ways would lead to many new
crossings on the desert floor and eventual destruction of this
fragile desert ecosystem . The unit is very near the community of
Why, which is increasingly popular with winter visitors whose,
long-term camping spreads litter and vehicle scars across the
desert .

(See map on page 146)
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AREA NAME AND NUMBER : WHITE CANYON, AZ-020-187
WSA ACREAGE: 6,968

' BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 6,968 BLM

9,500 Tonto National Forest
16,468 Total

INHOLDINGS: 0
LOCATION : 8 miles south of Superior

I Description

The proposed area includes the BLM defined White Canyon WSA
plus an adjacent roadless area on the Tonto National Forest . The
BLM portion is centered on White Canyon, a deep, colorfull gorge
that cuts south toward the Gila River through layers of volcanic
ash flows and welded tuffs . The canyon bottom holds a lively
stream that seasonally presents a series of delightful oases with
cascades, swimming holes, and dense riparian vegetation . There is'
no well-defined rim to the canyon but instead a series ofweirdly
eroded ridgelines, benches, and terraces, many composed solely of
naked brown and buff-colored rock . The BLM unit also includes a
small portion of an adjacent drainage system, the north-flowing
Wood Canyon . The Tonto National Forest/BLM boundary cuts
arbitrarily through some of the most spectacular scenery .' in this
area . The northern third of White Canyon - including the.:''
limestone ledges that give it its name, several of its most
reliable springs, and its finest stands of mature cottonwood
trees - are on National Forest land . The majority of Wood Canyon

I . is on the Tonto Forest with most of its watershed within our
proposed boundaries . Wood Canyon flows in the opposite direction
of White Canyon, and presents a strikingly different landscape .

' Wood Canyon's drainage is larger, more varied, somewhat more
open, and lies at a higher elevation, with two peaks over:4,000
feet . Vegetation includes agave and scattered juniper combined
with typical Sonoran desert species . The Canyon is lined by high

'
volcanic mesas and sawtooth ridges, and is pockmarked with caves
and overhangs showing evidence of use by prehistoric cultures .
White and Wood Canyons together form a continuous roadless area

l
of exceptional beauty, ruggedness, and variety .

Wilderness Qualities

' White Canyon's stunning scenery, tremendous diversity, and
extreme ruggedness provide superb opportunities for solitude and
wilderness recreation . The riparian habitat supports a rich
variety of wildlife, including several special-status species
such as peregrine falcons, Gilbert's skinks, zone-tailed hawks,
Cooper's hawks', and sharp-shinned hawks . The Arizona Game and

L Fish Department has identified the area as having excellent
potential for reintroduction of desert bighorn sheep, including
critical habitat on the Tonto National Forest portion of the

I area . Mountain lions are abundant here, and black bear have been
' sighted - a rarity for a desert area . A large bat cave filled
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with guano is found near the Forest/BLM boundary . A huge saguaro
cactus with more then 20 arms, perhaps 50 feet high, grows in'
White Canyon, as well as a pinyon tree thought to be one of the
largest in the world . Three cultural sites eligible for the
National Register of Historic Places include a cave containing
unique artifacts dating from the Archaic period (5000-1000 B .C .)
and a major lithic tool manufacturing site .

Resource Analysis

The proposed area overlaps two BLM allotments and one Tonto
Forest allotment . Range developments such as fences , pipelines .
troughs, tanks and corrals scattered through both portions, would
continue to be used and maintained under wilderness designation
as they have been in the past . Occasional vehicle access would
be permitted under wilderness designation over existing, faint
jeep trails .

The entire BLM portion of the unit is rated as moderately

I favorable for copper . BLM reports that test drilling has
revealed copper below the southern portion of the WSA, though
they did not report in what quantity or quality . A small
inactive copper mine is present at Copper Butte, separated from

' the WSA by a road . Kennecott's open pit copper mine at Ray is
about five miles east of the area . A producing perlite mine and
a number of small prospects are located on the Forest lands north

' of the proposed wilderness boundary .

Recommendations

' The entire White Canyon/Wood Canyon complex on the BLM and
Tonto Forest lands should be designated as wilderness . The
irreplaceable natural, scenic, recreational, biotic, and cultural

I values make this area of tremendous importance to the people of
central Arizona. The split BLM/Forest Service jurisdiction will
provide new opportunities for cooperative management of the
uninterrupted ecosystem within the unit's boundaries .

Results of Non-Designation

The following is quoted from the BLM's Phoenix Resource AreaI Final Wilderness EIS, March 1987, pp 53-55 (emphasis has been
added) .

' "Four sections of the WSA . . . are expected to undergo
extensive mineral exploration . . . A large open pit copper mine is
expected to result from the exploration program ." (Expected by

' whom? Based on what evidence? The EIS does not say .) "All foursections of the WSA . . .would be adversely impacted . The
wilderness value of naturalness would be lost on the 640 acres of

' the WSA expected to undergo mining and the perception of
naturalness would be lost on 3,615 acres (52 percent of the WSA) .
Sights and sounds of the mining operation would extend across the
entire 6,986 acres of the WSA, resulting in the loss of all
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I
solitude and primitive recreation opportunities . The EIS goes
on to conclude that "large scale mineral development expected

' under nondesignation would result in the permanent loss of the
WSA's wilderness character and would result in adverse impacts
the WSA : s supplemental wildlife and a rchPnl nrri ra l xia 1 ii _ "" Mnr

' specifically: "With non-designation, mineral exploration and
development would result in the permanent loss of the WSA's
wilderness character and would result in adverse impacts to the
WSA''s supplemental wildlife and archeological values ." More
specifically : "With non-designation, mineral exploration and

∎ development would result in the loss of 50 percent of the WSA's
riparian habitat . . .(This loss) would significantly affect the

' habitat's ability to support a rich assemblage of wildlife
species", including the special status species discussed
previously . Also, "the WSA would no longer be suitable as a
bighorn sheep reintroduction area ." Regarding cultural
resources, "Adverse impacts to the WSA's three National Register
eligible cultural resource properties would occur under
non-designation . . . under noh-designation these properties are
expected to be vandalized to the point where they are no longer
of any historical value ."

The case for protecting the superb natural values at White
Canyon is obvious . Failure to do so would be a tragic mistake,
resulting in the complete loss of one of the crown jewels of
nature's handiwork in central Arizona .

1

1
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AREA NAME & NUMBER: PICACHO MOUNTAINS , AZ-020-194
WSA ACREAGE: 6,400
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 6,400
INHOLDINGS: None
LOCATION: 10 miles east of Eloy and Picacho,

3 miles north of Picacho Peak Park

Description

The Picacho Mountains, a dominant land form between Tucson
and Phoenix, are a largely granitic range trending north/south .
Rising from 1,650 feet to 4,508 feet at Newman Peak, the dominant
rugged profile, viewed from the west, can be thought to resemble
a human head .

In spring, the lowlands host a colorful floral display . The
area features an outstanding saguaro forest and an impressive
collection of barrel cacti . The endangered Tumamoca macdougalii
and the rare Mammalaria thornberii and Peniocereus greggii are
found in the Picacho Mountains .

T A limited archaeological survey found evidence of
prehistoric cultures using this range for hunting and camping .

i Many petroglyphs have been found, as well as areas of lithic
∎

i
debris and pottery pieces .

The area offers excellent opportunities for outdoor
recreation in the cooler seasons and its proximity to Tucson and
Phoenix make it attractive to Arizona's growing urban population .

Wilderness Qualities

The rugged, rocky terrain has created a protected
environment for many species of wildlife including fox, deer,'
javalina, mountain lions, bobcats, coyote, and coatimundi . Many
birds enjoy the rocky terrain . In addition, the area has the
largest population of desert tortoise to be found in southern
Arizona . They inhabit the lush desert bajada surrounding the
mountains .

' From the eastern face of the range, the visitor can view
vast vistas of open and undeveloped land, with mountains all
along the horizon . The canyons along the eastern side offer total

- solitude and naturalness . Views from the western and southern'
edges of the area can include the Central Arizona Project canal
and extensive citrus orchards ; however, these impacts are often

'
hidden by the topography and in no way compromise the wilderness
qualities of the unit .

Resource Analysis °

The entire area has been classified as having moderate
mineral potential . There is one small mining operation, the Gold

'
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Bell Mine, just outside the area's boundary . From the lower
portions of the unit, the mine appears as an unobtrusive'
horizontal mark, blending into the natural rock outcroppings .
Two current mining claims exist within the area, and one has
potential for development as a gold mine in the near future .

There is no grazing within the area .

Recommendations

The entire Picacho Mountains and its surrounding baj`adas
qualify for wilderness designation. The Central Arizona Project
may have a positive effect by making vehicle access appear
difficult, thus protecting the southern and, to a lesser degree,
the western edges . This open ditch will attract birds and may

' result in the development of desert bird-watchers' mecca .

Results of Non-Designation

' Non-designation would allow development of 10 to 15 more
communication sites on top of Newman Peak, whereas designation
would require removal of the existing three antennas . New sites
would result in construction of an access road to the top .''
Construction and maintenance of facilities, plus the presence of
towers along the ridges, and would destroy most chances for

' solitude and the natural setting .

Wilderness designation would make the area a prime site for
' desert bighorn sheep reintroduction, according to the Arizona

' Game and Fish Department . Without designation, the anticipated
tower construction would preclude the area from consideration as
bighorn sheep habitat .

a Opening the range to mineral exploration and development
would result in visible impacts to the natural environment
due to roads and prospecting scars .

Permitting unrestricted off-road vehicle access would
eventually strip the vegetation from the flats and canyons ;

' erosion would increase and wildlife habitat would be lost .
The greatest loss would be the demise of the desert tortoise
population in the area .



AREA NAME & NUMBER : RAGGED TOP, AZ-020-197/SILVER BELL
WSA ACREAGE: 4,460
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE: 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 14,995
INHOLDING: 1,240 acres of state land
LOCATION: 33 miles northwest of Tucson

Description

The Ragged Top Wilderness Study Area-is located next to the
Silver Bell Mountains, 33 miles northwest of Tucson and 20 miles
south of Picacho Peak . Ragged Top mountain is flanked by the
crescent-shaped, seven-mile long Silver Bell Mountain Range . `' The
Ragged Top/Silver Bell area is an expansion of the Ragged Top WSA
and is presented as one unit in the AWC proposal .

The 3,907-foot Ragged Top abruptly rises 1,600 feet from the
desert floor ; its spires and crags pierce the skyline and stand
in marked contrast to the smooth silhouette of the nearby Silver
Bell mountain range . Accumulations of fallen rocks and sand` fan
out from the bases and support an impressive forest of green
ironwood, foothill palo verde, and mesquite trees . Saguaro cacti
are abundant here, as are dozens of other species of cactus and
vegetation . Water sources in the arroyos are unpredictable, but
shy desert animals abound in this area .

Wilderness Qualities

The natural features of this unit substantially enhance its
value . Topographic features have created upper and lower Sonoran
desert environments . The bajada on the extreme eastern fringe is
dominated by creosote ; delicate moss grows on the floor of
north-facing slopes ; giant saguaros grow nearly everywhere . The
wetter, northern bajada, and the basin and arroyos between Ragged
Top/Silver Bell support dense vegetation .

Currently, wildlife is relatively abundant; populating the
area are several threatened or unique species including desert
tortoise, Gila monster, javelina, and roadrunner . A herd of
desert bighorn sheep populate Ragged Top and migrate back and
forth to the Silver Bell range . Bird watching is highly
rewarding with over two dozen species including golden eagle,
prairie falcon, elf owl, horned owl, and zone tailed hawk .

Good to excellent primitive recreational opportunities exist
both on the fringes and within the unit . The area is popular`
among outdoor enthusiasts . The hilly nature of the area and `:the
numerous arroyos permit great opportunities for solitude . The
few unnatural intrusions that exist are returning to their
natural state . Several sites with prehistoric pottery shards
were found within the boundaries during recent outings .
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Resource Analysis

A number of mining claims exist within the unit . All mining
sites appear abandoned with only historic signs of mining

'' present . Outside the boundaries, to the south and west, are
major mining sites which have been inactive for over four years .
Ironically, the location of patented mines on the western and
southern slopes (outside the proposed boundaries) has protected

' the north and east portions of the Silver Bell mountains by
blocking vehicular travel through the unit .

' Cattle grazing occurs within the unit . The few fences
existing on the north side of Ragged Top/Silver Bell are not in
locations that impede the travel of bighorn sheep between the .

' Ragged Top and Silver Bell mountains . An active ranch within the
unit has been acquired recently by the BLM . Several windmills,
and water catchments exist .

The area is popular with bow hunters because of the
relatively easy access and productivity of the land in supporting
game .

Recommendations

The BLM should acquire (by land trade) the 1,240 acres of
state held land. The BLM should acquire by trade any legitimate
mining claims inside the Ragged Top/Silver Bell unit . The Silver
Bell Mountains, which already are primarily BLM lands, should be
added to the Ragged Top WSA to create a total of 14,995
wilderness acres . This will augment the ecological value of both
the Ragged Top WSA and the Silver Bell Mountains . Wilderness
designation is an appropriate and responsible classification of
this biologically rich desert environment .

Results of Non-Designation

Without wilderness designation the area will suffer serious
degradation of the biological resources due to the inevitable
expansion of Tucson in future years . ORV intrusion into the
boundaries will result in destruction of the saguaro and other
cacti, serious decrease in the desert bighorn sheep herd, loss
and theft of desert tortoise and Gila monster, and serious
disturbances in the habitat of the raptor species .
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t AREA NAME & NUMBER : COYOTE MOUNTAINS, AZ-020-202

WSA ACREAGE: 5,080
' BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE: 5,080

AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 9,060
INHOLDINGS : None in BLM proposal . The BLM has

proposed acquiring the 3980 acres of
1 contiguous private and state land

proposed for wilderness by the AWC .
LOCATION : 40 miles southeast of Tucson .

Description

' The area encompasses the major portion of the Coyote
Mountains, a rugged range with massive granite domes and faces .
It is bounded on the north and west by the Tohono O'odham Indian

' reservation and on the south and east by state and private lands .
The 3980 acres added by the AWC to the BLM proposal are private
and state lands proposed by the BLM for acquisitions through land

I exchange . This proposed acquisition is defined in the BLM
Baboquivari Resource Area Plan . Elevations range from 3,100 feet
to 6,530 feet . Climate varies with the elevation . Maximum
summer temperatures are 110 degrees F . at the lowest elevations

' while the mountains are frequently blanketed with snow in winter .
The unit's 3,500 foot change in elevation represents both Upper'
and Lower Sonoran life zones, including a palo verde-saguaro

l community and an interior chaparral community . An oak community
with ungrazed native grasses occupies the highest elevations
while riparian deciduous and desert scrub communities are found
within the major canyons .

' Wilderness Qualities

' This spectacular natural area contains 1,500 foot
exfoliating granite domes reminiscent of Yosemite . The maze of
side canyons fanning out from Mendoza Canyon offer exceptional

' opportunities for solitude and ptimitive recreation . Few areas
this size offer so much and such diverse wilderness values as
does Coyote Mountains . The area is in a largely natural
condition . The few grazing improvements and the historic Bonanza

' Mine are unobtrusive and do not impact wilderness values .

The diverse primitive recreation opportunities are due to :
its scenic geologic, botanical, and wildlife values . The cliffs,
dry waterfalls, steep canyons, massive rock faces, exfoliated
granite domes, riparian streams and washes, and diverse

' vegetation all contribute to the primitive recreation values .
The unit is popular with technical climbers, hikers, hunters,
birders, backpackers, botanists, and rockhounds . Artists,
photographers, and sightseers are attracted to the area for its

' scenery. The granite domes provide some of the premier rock
climbing in the Southwest . Big and small game are abundant,
including bighorn sheep, mountain lion, bobcat and javelina . A

' diverse list of bird life is found, including many raptors .
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Archaeological remains of prehistoric Indians include
petroglyph sites and a 250 acre classic period Hohokam Indian ;
compound . In addition the area has seven special-status wildlife
species and eight protected plant species .

Resource Analysis

BLM reports that 3640 acres have a moderate mineral
potential for scheelite (tungsten) Low potential exists for
copper, gold and silver .

The maximum permitted grazing level is 384 AUMs, but grazing
occurs only on the lower elevations . The grazing improvements are
minor, unobtrusive, and reached by foot or horse and will not
conflict with wilderness .

Recommendation

All the stated values exist in the BLM recommended unit, but
would be greatly enhanced and better protected by the AWC
recommended addition . The integrity and manageability for this .
area would also be improved .

Results of Non-Designation

Potential mineral activities in Mendoza Canyon, the most
popular and scenic portion of the WSA could severely affect
naturalness and scenic beauty, and would be highly detrimental to
solitude and wilderness recreation . 69 percent of the unit's
wilderness values would be lost, and substantial impacts on
wildlife habitat and cultural sites could also be expected if the
area is not designated .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER: BABOQUIVARI PEAK, AZ-020-203A &

AZ-020-203B
WSA ACREAGE: 2,065
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 2,065
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 7,465
INHOLDINGS : 2,560 acres of state land,

480 acres of private land
LOCATION : About 50 miles southwest of Tucson

Description

"Here is rock color that only the Southwest knows . It
has joy and laughter and melody in it . There is as
much beauty in the views of these colored cliffs as
there is in an Arizona sunset .

The view is immense- There at all points of the
compass a vast and empty land . . . . The earth runs to the
horizon with hardly a mark of civilization on it ."

"Baboquivari" from My Wilderness : East to Katahdin (1961) by
William 0 . Douglas

1

The WSA includes a portion of the eastern slopes of the
Baboquivari Mountains , with several granitic peaks, steep
canyons, rocky outcrops and dikes . Lower elevations contain
gentler slopes , rounded knolls, and tree-lined stream beds .

Elevations range from the summits of Baboquivari and Mundo
Perdido Peaks, 7734 and 7111 feet respectively, to about 4400
feet near the headwaters of Sabino Canyon . The WSA is dominated
by Baboquivari Peak itself, a steep-sided granitic spire near the
southern end of the area . To the north, several peaks are lower
in elevation ; most are very steep-sided and dramatic in shape .

Vegetation communities within the WSA range from an oak-pine
woodland on the higher, wetter slopes down through an interior
chaparral community to the palo verde-saguaro communities of the
lower gentler slopes . The riparian community in the stream
bottoms includes deciduous trees with greater water requirements
such as cottonwood, sycamore, netleaf hackberry, and black
walnut . The larger canyons streams, Sabino and Brown, are not
perennial but flow in the late winter and spring and again during
late summer .

No public access to the WSA exists . All western access is
controlled by the Tohono O'Odham and all eastern access crosses
state and private land controlled by ranchers . At present, entry
is permitted from both sides of the range, but it could be
legally revoked at any time .
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Wilderness Qualities

The sheer-sided peaks and steep canyons dominated by
Baboquivari Peak itself give this WSA special qualities unique in
the state of Arizona .

Baboquivari Peak is considered by the Tohono O'Odham to be
the center of the universe and the home of Elder Brother
(I'itoi) . To the region's non-Indian residents, the peak also
has considerable importance as a unique point of scenic reference
visible from much of southern Arizona .

The peak cannot be reached without climbing equipment, and
is the only such technical mountain within Arizona . Thus, it
attracts mountain climbers from throughout the United States .

The lesser peaks to the north, connected by long ridges,`
also provide outstanding opportunities for hiking and climbing .
Although the WSA is small, the steep terrain and heavy vegetation
provide solitude for visitors . The views in all directions are,
at present, virtually unobstructed by evidence of human
activities .

The complexity of the terrain and relative abundance of
water support a wide variety of plant and animal species .
The area provides habitat for four state-listed and BLM sensitive
species : mountain skink, thick-billed kingbird, five-stripedd
sparrow, and Gila monster . Four other special-status species
that may inhabit the area are the peregrine falcon, northernn
beardless tyrannulet, zone-tailed hawk, golden eagle, and
Cooper's hawk . Seven plants here are listed as protected by the
BLM or the USFWS .

Prehistoric sites of considerable antiquity have been noted
just east of the WSA . The WSA itself was undoubtedly used by the
Hohokam for hunting and gathering purposes ; artifact scatters and
mortar holes along stream beds are the prehistoric remains most
likely to occur . Recent human impacts to the area are minimal
and are largely limited to a few rangeland developments .

Resource Analysis

Although only one gold and silver occurrence is within the
WSA, the area is listed as "moderately favorable" for both
metallic and nonmetallic minerals . However, the ruggedness of

' the terrain would seem to preclude mineral activity at an
economically viable level .

The modern economic uses of the WSA are a combination of
' cattle ranching and dude ranching . The WSA is divided into three

grazing allotments in which 389 AUMs are authorized . Rangeland
developments consist of only one mile of fenceline and one fenced

' spring, both maintained by foot or horseback .
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Recommendations

The AWC recommends wilderness for the entire WSA . In
addition we recommend that four sections of state land
immediately east of the WSA be acquired and included in the
wilderness area, along with another roadless BLM parcel to the
north. These are acquisitions have already been proposed by the
Phoenix district in their Resource Management Plan as part of a
Resource Conservation Area . As a sacred area for the Tohono
O'Odham people, any measure that would assure the protection of
Baboquivari Peak should meet enthusiastic support from the
reservation .

We also strongly recommend that the BLM take steps to ensure
public access . A possible solution would be the acquisition of
the Riggs Ranch property in Thomas Canyon . The house is of
considerable historic significance and, if carefully restored,
could serve as a BLM administrative outpost and a camping area
for hikers and climbers . Alternatively, Thomas Canyon could
become a primitive park in the state parks system .

Results of Non-Designation

All land in both halves would be open for mineral
development .

Baboquivari Peak
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : BLACK MOUNTAINS/IVE'S PEAK, AZ-020-204
' WSA ACREAGE: 9,665

BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 15,945
INHOLDINGS : 40 acres of private land, 6,140 acres of

state land
LOCATION : Approximately 40 miles northwest of

' Wickenburg

Description

Black Mountains/Ives Peak WSA is largely volcanic in o ngin
and encompasses some exceptionally rough terrain . It includes a
6-mile long segment of the Black Mountains, a ridgeline broken by
steep canyons, abrupt cliffs, and two prominent peaks, Violas and
Ives, which rise to 3832 and 4072 feet respectively . (One
unnamed peak reaches 4091 feet and is the highest point in the

' WSA.) The area has a diversity of landforms, including basalt
cliffs, natural arches, sheer-sided pinnacles, and the highly
eroded white tuff and agglomerate of the spectacular feature
known locally as "Shiprock" as well as the sand and gravel beds
of Black Canyon Wash . The Santa Maria River flows through state

j lands just north of the WSA . Vegetation is diverse and in some
cases unique . The bajadas in the eastern portion of the WSA areI4 characterized by the saguaro/palo verde community from theSonoran desert and the Joshua tree from the Mohave desert . The
blending of these two desert ecosystems is found only in this
portion of Arizona . The mountaintops and ridges offer more .

'f typically Sonoran desert species and a few scattered juniper in
the highest elevations . The canyons and springs support red
barberry, columbine, monkey flower, several varieties of ferns,

' Gooding willow, and Arizona walnut . These lush areas are
valuable in any region that receives less than ten inches of rain

,~ per year .

,/ Wilderness Qualities

' The complex, rugged, and colorful landscape found within
this WSA provides outstanding natural scenery and opportunities
for solitude and primitive recreation . Dayhiking is popular in

' the valleys and foothills and along the Santa Maria River .
Extended backpacking trips could also be made to some of the more
remote areas . Challenging routes exist to the summit of Ives
Peak, and technical rock-climbing could be practiced at Violas

' Peak or at the dry waterfalls in the canyons cutting down from
the main ridge towards Black Canyon Wash or the Santa Maria
River . The WSA provides habitat for 265 species of wildlife,
nine of which are special-status species . These include golden
eagles, prairie falcons, and a recently transplanted herd of
bighorn sheep . The close proximity of a dependable water source

' (the Santa Maria River) leads to a special abundance of bird
life, including additional species of raptors plus owls,
woodpeckers, and great blue herons . Nine prehistoric cultural
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' sites have been recorded within the WSA, and two of these - a
lithic quarry site and a temporary habitation with a roasting .,,
pit - are potentially eligible for the National Register of

I Historic Places .

Resource Analysis

. The BLM has identified areas with high mineral potential
within this WSA, but they are either in the bajadas near existing
roads or high atop the most rugged and inaccessible peaks and

∎ ridgelines . Copper, gold, lead, and uranium are all said to be
present . The large Anderson Mine, a few miles west of the WSA,
has produced uranium, but is presently shut down due to
unfavorable economic conditions .

' Recommendations

1

It is our understanding that the BLM's "no wilderness"
recommendation for this area was based entirely on perceived
management difficulties created by blocks of state owned land
adjoining the WSA on the east and north, and by the difficulty of
defining and enforcing a straight-line legal boundary running
through such chaotic terrain . The BLM is now close to
consummating an extensive land trade with the state which would
eliminate this problem and allow the WSA to add approximately,
5600 acres of highly scenic bluffs and canyons . The northern
boundary of the area would then follow the Santa Maria River - a
valuable scenic, recreational, and riparian resource - and would
also be adjacent to the southern boundary of the large Arrastra
Mountain WSA north of the river . This would make possible a
combined wilderness area of tremendous size, diversity, and
quality which would surely become known as one of the finest
natural, scenic, and recreational areas in the entire desert
Southwest . We strongly encourage the early completion of the
BLM/State land trades and the designation of the entire area
as wilderneGC_

Results of Non-Designation

Mineral operations could have potentially severe long-term
impacts on the natural character of parts of the WSA . This is,
especially true of the rugged peaks, bluffs, and canyons where
"high mineral potential" has been identified overlapping the most
prominent and spectacular scenery in the area . Bighorn sheep and
desert tortoise habitat would also be degraded, as would the
small areas of riparian habitat in the north-draining canyons . .
Increased vehicle access would increase the likelihood of
vandalism and looting at the two National Register quality
cultural sites . ORV use on the bajadas in the southern and
eastern portions of the unit could result in soil erosion,
habitat loss, and visual scarring which would take decades to
heal .

170



IN4 ' •.r1 I~S-
. . ,

IA .

, •J~r•1

21.
. '

~n~ M~• 5 ' I j.,~,oM• o t o

JAI C

.I.

11 V
C

Ile

° Ar~r. ~a..~ st

Black Mt .- Ives Peak',

Arrastra Mt .
Black Mt . / Ives Peak

Tres Alamos
WSA -------

' BLM • .. . . . .. - ~'
AWC --- Tres Alamos

,





∎

1

1!
i

AREA NAME & NUMBER: TRES ALAMOS, AZ-020-205

WSA ACREAGE: 8,910
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE: 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 12,660

INHOLDINGS : 3,750 acres of state land 30 miles

LOCATION
: Southwestern Yavapai County,

northwest of Wickenburg

Although Tres Alamos WSA is only m of man
. We 93, the area is quite free fpfortsolitude and believe

the area has outstanding opportunities wilderness recreation
.

The interaction of the above described topographical
features provide ample opportunities for rock climbing,
and photography, away from the sights and sounds of man

.

Spectacular scenery may be viewed from Sawyer Peak
. The WSA,

though small, is surprisingly diverse in landforms and-in
biological systems .

Tres Alamos WSA is located in the southern tip of the Bacx

Mountains . The highest point in thWSfeet A isaSawyer r Peak at 4,293
feet, which rises spectacularly 2,000 desert

. The western porion of the fW A is corposedsortrollingeep
hills covered with plants typical
crescent shaped mesa composed of volcanic rocks is the most

striking the tunitoatcanyonahasobeenecarved into the hills
southern n part of f by Date Creek

. Several washes 1nTheemosttbeautifulpandivaredtis
WSA also drain into Date Creek. perennial spring called
an ephemeral creek, which is fed by a p
Tres Alamos Spring .

Wilderness Values
6 files from State Highway

Description

Of special value is the coming together of the Sonoran_andt
Mohave Deserts . On the eastern side of the unit, Mohanetdedesert
vegetation (joshua trees, creosote
southern and western bajadas one finds gorgeous stands of desert .
saguaros and barrel cacti, plants typical

ing of In the northern and eastern ofb~h~dcrescent shapedlmesalisdhost to
the two deserts

. The top dwarf species of ocotillo and agave .

Tres Alamos WSA is host to three special wildlife

species (Gila monster, prairie falcon and golden addition to these, two federally listed endangered species of

fish inhabit two ponds located in thensouthern lreaches s of the
unit . They are the desert pup fish Tres
This pond is fed by the ephemeral 300gyardsnlong~mdensely
Alamos Spring which forms 173
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1
' vegetated with willows . This oasis is used by many species of :

animals, including deer, Harris hawks, raccoons, sandpipers and
hummingbirds . This spring, presently located on state trust
lands, is of vital importance to the two ponds located in section
13 just inside the WSA . These ponds are very large (50' by 30')
for a desert setting . One of them is fed by a very scenic 60
foot waterfall .

Tres Alamos contains nearly 6,000 acres of habitat suitable
for desert bighorn sheep, which has been proposed for
reintroduction . Such a reintroduction, combined with excellent

I habitat in the nearby Ives Peak and Arrastra Mountains WSA's,'
would provide a bighorn stronghold stretching for nearly 30 miles
through the rugged lands west of Highway 93 . Tres Alamos also

' contains 3,840 acres of culturally sensitive land . A large cave
near Date Creek appears to have been used by prehistoric and
historic Indians .

I Resource Analysis

The Federal Government owns all the surface acres of the

I
Tres Alamos WSA and all but 30 acres of mineral rights . As of
1986 there were 43 mineral claims in the WSA (FEIS) but no
mineral exploitation is occurring now . West of Tres Alamos there
is an inactive uranium mine called the Anderson Mine, which is
reached by the unimproved road forming the boundary between the
Black Mountain/Ives Peak and the Tres Alamos WSAs .

' Parts of three grazing allotments overlap into the WSA, but
there are no plans for range projects that would conflict with
wilderness management .

i Recommendations

The AWC recommends this area for its high wilderness values,
' outstanding recreation opportunities, and a large number of

special features . Tres Alamos Spring and its surrounding lands,
which are presently state owned, are of vital importance to the

. WSA. Therefore, we recommend that BLM acquire sections 1,2, 11
e and 12, 2/3 of 35 and 36, the southwest corner of 25 and the

southern half of 26 from the State of Arizona to consolidate the
' WSA into a 12,660 acre unit .

Results of Non-Designation

' Non-designation of Tres Alamos WSA could result in land uses
detrimental to wilderness values (off-road vehicles, illegal
roads, cactus poaching, destruction of habitat critical to

∎ special status and endangered species) . Non-designation would
also diminish the area's value as a possible bighorn sheep
reintroduction site .

' (See map on page 70)
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : NEEDLE'S EYE , AZ-040-001
WSA ACREAGE: 9,716
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 9,201
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 9,201
INHOLDINGS: None
LOCATION: 15 miles southeast of Globe

Description

Needle's Eye is a beautiful canyon with steep walls where
the Gila River flows . Numerous side canyons feed into the river
and slice up the surrounding countryside . Elevations range from
2,300 feet to 4,300 feet, with broad, rolling floodplains in some
lower canyon areas and steep, rugged slopes where the mountains
dip steeply to the river . Riparian vegetation, including
cottonwood and willow, borders the river and its tributaries,
while the rest of the WSA is covered by typical Sonoran desert
grasses and shrubs, including saguaro and palo verde .

Wilderness Qualities

The Needle ' s Eye WSA offers outstanding beauty and a feeling
of primitive isolation . Rugged topography and difficult access
virtually guarantee a sense of solitude , and the sheer cliffs and
tilted rock layers of the Mescal Mountains create breathtaking
views . The area's value is enhanced by the San Carlos Apache
Reservation on three sides, as the undeveloped reservation " lands
lend a flowing remoteness to the WSA . The cliffs provide good
nesting sites for several raptor species , including bald eagles .
Recreation opportunities include birding , hiking, backpacking,
hunting and photography .

Resource Analysis

No known economic minerals have been found within the WSA .

The WSA makes up part of two grazing allotments, Mescal
Mountain and Christmas . In the Mescal Mountain area, the steeper
slopes and ridgetops appear to be in fine condition while the
lower areas have been heavily grazed . The Christmas land is in
excellent condition. Two corrals and the few other range
structures in the area are almost invisible due to the rugged
topography .

A 44 kilovolt powerline runs east-west through the center of
the WSA, but the line and towers blend easily into the
surrounding landscape . A proposed upgrade of the line's power
capacity would'have no: significant impact on the wilderness
values .-
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Recommendations

The BLM has recommended cutting off 515 acres at the WSA's
eastern end to allow continued use of a short vehicle way . This
would be used for access to a corral and to the sites of two
proposed livestock exclosures . We concur with their
recommendation that the remaining 9,201 acres be designated
wilderness .

Results of Non-Designation

A valuable riparian ecosystem could be damaged by potential
future mining exploration and unrestricted ORV entry through the
river's side canyons . This would destroy not only valuable
wildlife habitat, but also degrade the solitude of the area .



AREA NAME & NUMBER: BLACK ROCK, AZ-040-008
WSA ACREAGE: 8,492

' BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE: 6,590
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 6,590
INHOLDINGS: None

' LOCATION : 30 miles northwest of Safford, adjacent
to the National Forest Service Santa'
Teresa Wilderness .

Description

Located in the northeastern foothills of the Santa Teresa
∎ Mountains, the Black Rock area includes several outstanding

topographic features . Among these are Jackson Mountain, which
' rises to an elevation of 5892 feet, Holdout Mesa, Holdup Canyon,

Mud Spring Mesa, and Black Rock itself . Black Rock is a large
volcanic plug rising about 1000 feet out of the surrounding

' plain . It provides nest sites for golden eagles and peregrine
falcons . It also provides good climbing opportunities with
outstanding views from its summit . The WSA includes excellent
riparian vegetation such as Arizona sycamore and Arizona walnut

' along several of the larger drainages, and three plants on the
Fish and Wildlife Service list for proposed threatened and
endangered species : Echinocereus ledingii , Graptopetalum rusbyi ,

I and Plummera ambigens .

Because of the diversity of natural resources provided by

I

the variable terrain, Black Rock has a high density of
prehistoric and historic cultural sites . One prehistoric site, a
village along Black Rock Wash, has been placed on the national
Register of Historic Places . Other sites are located along Black

I Rock Wash and its major tributaries .

Wilderness Qualities

The 26,780 acre Santa Teresa Wilderness bounds the BlackI Rock area on its southern and western edges . The only
significant access to the unit is from the north, across the San

' Carlos Indian Reservation . These features add to the already
outstanding sense of isolation within the unit .

I Resource Analysis

The only known mineral resources in the WSA consist of
coarse-grained crystalline fluorspar deposits . Six unpatented`'

' claims exist within the WSA, but the northeastern boundary of the
proposed action is drawn to exclude the primary mining sites . A
group of five old prospects is located within the WSA, but the

I mineral products removed from them are unknown and they are not
considered a conflict with wilderness designation . Potential for
future mineral extraction is considered low .

' 178
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Portions of three grazing allotments are located in the

I area . Range conditions vary from poor in some lowland areas to
excellent on the high slopes of Jackson Mountain . Some minor new
livestock facilities have been approved for construction, but
there should be no conflicts with wilderness . A number of cattle

' exclosure fences are also proposed to improve wildlife habitat in
riparian areas .

1

The primary access for the WSA and the only access for two .
landowners north of the unit is through the San Carlos Indian
Reservation. They are concerned that the Indians may close their
access road and they believe that wilderness designation of Black
Rock makes that event more likely . If the area becomes
wilderness, road construction within the wilderness would not be
permitted . The topography of the area is such that a new road
would be very difficult to construct and extremely expensive to
maintain in any case . Ideally, an agreement could be made with
the Indians to assure that no problems arise from increased use
of the road. However, the BLM has found that only the Indian
Commissioner could close the road, and only in a limited set of
conditions unlikely to result from wilderness designation
(Safford FEIS, p . 270) .

Recommendations

After careful consideration, we recommend boundaries
identical to those of the Bureau of Land Management . BLM's
proposed modification of the unit boundary seems reasonable since
it follows an easily definable ridge over the summit of Jackson
Mountain, excludes land with mineral potential, and excludes a
half-section on the southern edge which "dangles" in a way that
would have made it difficult to manage as wilderness . The
southern proposed action boundary has been drawn with the intent
to connect with the adjacent Forest Service wilderness boundary
(Section 25, T6S, R21E) . It is essential for the integrity of
both the Santa Teresa Wilderness and the Black Rock Wilderness
that their boundaries connect in this :area .

Results of Non-Designation

Projected road construction that might occur if the area is
not designated would encourage unrestricted ORV entry and could
prove devastating to this area .



AREA NAME & NUMBER : FISHHOOKS/DAY MINE , AZ-040-014 &
AZ-040-016

WSA ACREAGE: 32,524
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 10,883
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 68,000
INHOLDINGS: None
LOCATION : 20 miles north of Safford

Description

The Fishhooks/Day Mine wilderness proposed by the AWC fills
a large notch in the San Carlos Indian Reservation . It stretches
from the reservation boundaries on the north and west, to state
land on the east, and down to the 3200 foot contour line several
miles north of the Gila River . This area encompasses both the
Fishhooks and Day Mine WSAs, along with all or part of the
Diamond Bar, Carland Wash, and Oliver Knoll inventory units
(AZ-040-013, AZ-040-015, and AZ-040-017, respectively) .

This area contains the whole topographic progression from,
low rolling hills of the Gila River Valley up to the rugged crest
of the Gila Mountains, from 3200 feet up to Gila Peak at 6629'
feet . It includes deep desert washes, steep narrow canyons, and
sheer mountain cliffs . The northern boundary is clearly
discernible for much of its length as a sharp edge where the flat
mesa of the San Carlos Apache Indian reservation drops off into
the peaks and valleys of the Gila Mountains .

The vegetation ranges from beautiful Sonoran Desert saguaro/
creosote flats through pinyon/juniper and mountain shrub
communities . The upper watersheds offer several plant
communities in relatively undisturbed climax condition, the
result of limited cattle grazing . Upper and Middle Fishhook=
Canyons contain the largest continuous stand of Lowell ash in the
Safford District, and probably in Arizona . Lowell ash is an
endemic species being considered for "threatened" status under
the Endangered Species Act .

The Fishhooks/Day Mine area also contains a "Transition ."
vegetation type which is not represented in any existing
wilderness areas . The transition zone is between the oak-juniper
woodlands and the mountain mahogany-oak shrub areas ; this
vegetation type will only be included in the National Wilderness
Preservation System by designation of these WSAs and the Turtle
Mountain WSA .

The cliffs of the Gila Mountains provide an outstanding,
habitat for raptors such as the bald eagle and black hawk . The

~- riparian areas present in a number of valleys also support large
wildlife populations . Continuous protection from the Gila
Mountains down into the Gila River Valley will preserve wildlife
movement corridors through the lower desert stretch .
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The Fishhooks portion of this area has the highest
concentration of prehistoric cultural sites found in any Sa==-_-z

' District WSA. Lithic and sherd scatters, rock shelters and r ::C: .<
art can be found throughout the region .

' Wilderness Qualities

This area comprises one ecosystem, and should have been
designated as one WSA from the start . The acreage enclosed -J he
Fishhooks and Day Mine WSAs clearly meet all the criteria for
wilderness . In addition, the Oliver Knoll and Diamond Bar ur_- .s
appear just as described in the intensive inventory : essentia==-r
natural in character, and offering outstanding opportunities f --r
solitude and primitive and unconfined types of recreation .

1

The large size, rugged terrain, and healthy plant
communities of this area provide the visitor with an outstanding
sense of isolation and solitude . The steep-walled canyons and
variety of peaks insure that a great number of visitors could
easily use the area simultaneously without infringing on anyone's
wilderness experience . Inclusion of the rolling low desert areas
allows less strenuous forms of primitive recreation in a
still-isolated setting .

The ways used as WSA boundaries do not substantially degrade
the naturalness of the area, and would be quickly reclaimed by
vegetation if abandoned. The two graded roads present, leading c
Head-of-Day Mine Tanks and the abandoned Diamond Bar Ranch, do
not cut entirely across the area and can thus be cherrystemmed
without harming the unit's integrity . Along with the Markham
Canyon road that would be stopped at the eastern boundary, these
roads would provide continued access for ranching and recreation`
to virtually the entire area, from the lowlands up to the heart
of the mountains .

Resource Analysis

A small number of mining claims exist within AWC's proposed`
wilderness area, but no known economic minerals occur within the
WSAs . Also, very few occurrences of any minerals have been found
in the area, leading to the conclusion that there is, at best,
only low mineral potential for production .

All or portions of three grazing allotments cover the AWC
proposal . They all have range in "good" condition, and have only
minor range improvements proposed . The lack of water in higher
areas has preserved some outstanding plant communities, which can
function as models for the optimum condition achievable by the
rest of the range .

Recommendations

BLM recommended wilderness for only 10,883 acres of the
Fishhooks WSA, which was already smaller than its original
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' boundaries . Their proposal would preserve only a tiny pocket of
the suitable area .

The Gila Mountains and their foothills form a continuous
chain and a single ecosystem, and the 68,000 acre AWC proposal
reflects these facts . The entire area, including the
inappropriately dropped inventory units, offers outstanding
opportunities for both primitive recreation and solitude,
contains outstanding supplemental values, has no management

' problems and essentially no multiple use conflicts . We recommend
the entire 68,000 acres be designated as a Wilderness Area .

Results of Non-Designation

Non-designation would severely impact the scenic and natural
area and would result in permanent losses of valuable
archaeologist sites .
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AREA NAME &
WSA ACREAGE :
BLM PROPOSED
AWC PROPOSED
INHOLDINGS :

LOCATION :

Description

NUMBER: GILA BOX, AZ-040-022/023/024
17,831

ACREAGE : 0
ACREAGE: 17,831

3,000 acres of private land, 76,0; acres
of state land
In Graham county south of Clifton and
east of Safford .

The Gila Box is a spectacular wilderness area enclosing 15
miles of the Gila River and 3 miles of the San Francisco River .
Elevations run from a high of 5,800 feet to a low along the Gila
River of 3,160 feet . Known for its steep walled, deep and highly
eroded canyons, and colorful terrain and diverse rock exposures,
the Gila Box WSA offers a highly scenic wilderness experience .
The area's perennial rivers, highly eroded geologic formations
and diversity of plants and animals produce outstanding scenery .
The riparian vegetation greatly enhances wildlife habitat .

Wilderness Qualities

Opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation are
outstanding . Tubing, rafting, canoeing, and kayaking are unique
for a desert area and all can be enjoyed within the Gila Box .
Since there are few rapids and those few encountered are
relatively mild, great skill or expensive equipment is not
needed . Typical float trips are made during the spring runoff in
March, April and occasionally May . Other forms of recreation
include backpacking and hiking in the periods of lower water
flows, hunting, fishing, birding, horseback riding and camping .

Because of the relatively natural condition of the area, it
constitutes a "baseline" that provides opportunities for research
projects and use as a teaching facility . There are no upstream
dams so the flows are uncontrolled and natural . Although
assignment of the Gila Box to the Chihuahuan Desert is
unresolved, there seems little doubt that it lies in a transition
zone between the Sonoran and Chihuahuan Deserts, displaying
floristic and vegetal qualities of both .

The fish and wildlife values of the Gila Box are remarkable .
At least 14 species of Federal and State listed Threatened,
Endangered, Candidate Status, or In Jeopardy have been verified .
Black hawks nest in Eagle Creek, a major tributary in private
ownership, and use the WSA for feeding purposes . Eagle Creek has
been established as having 10 percent of the United States
population of this species and is considered the most important
single stream for this bird . The Gila Box is especially
considered a key stretch for reintroduction of the
federally-listed Endangered Woundfin .
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' Resource Analysis

Most of the entire area is used by cattle for grazing
' although BLM is presently trying to reduce the AUMs because of

severe overgrazing of the area .

∎ Some of the area is included in a Gila Box Geothermal
Assessment Area . Geothermal potential in the inner Gila Box is
inferred and unproven .

A portion (5,220 acres) is covered by a corps of Engineers
∎ withdrawal application for Camelsback Dam . With a cost-benefit

ratio of 0 .1 the Corps does not consider the Camelsback Dam to be
' an economically justified project . Local interests fear

protection of the area as wilderness since it would preclude
construction of the Camelsback Dam and would terminate off-road .
vehicle use within the WSA .

Of the strategic minerals, only manganese is found in the
Gila Box WSA. As of September 1983, manganese was adequately

I stockpiled . The tertiary basalt and andesite underlying the WSA
have yielded no mineral production in the past .

' Recommendations

The U . S . Fish and Wildlife Service and Arizona Game and
I Fish Department both highly recommend wilderness designation for

the Gila Box . The BLM has not recommended wilderness for the
Gila Box based on their perception that current ORV use should be
continued . ORV use levels were never substantiated by the BLM ; .
ORV use figures were obtained from a local ORV enthusiast .
Additionally, no contrasting use figures were offered for non-
motorized recreation . The BLM states that Gila Box WSA offers
"opportunities for solitude which are outstanding" and "offersI many opportunities for primitive recreation ." The area's
outstanding water-based recreational opportunities for primitive
non-motorized recreation, its remoteness and unusual beauty do

' provide a remarkable wilderness experience unequaled in any other
BLM WSA in Arizona .

Due to the 0 .1 cost-benefit ratio of Camelsback Dam as
' documented by the Corps of Engineers, we recommend the dam be

deauthorized .

' The AWC recommends acquisition of and wilderness designation
for the private and state lands along Eagle Creek bordering the
Gila Box and Turtle Mountain WSAs . The Phelps Dodge Development .
Corporation, the private land owner here, has recently
demonstrated their interest in trading these lands to the federal
government . State lands within this area should also be traded

' out .

∎ s
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Results of Non-Designation

Long-term negative impacts of ORV use in riparian areas will
continue to the detriment of the area . There have been reports
that ORV users have shot at and killed raptors in the area
including Black hawks . Permitting ORV use will allow killings to
continue . In the case of the Loach Minnow, listed as Threatened
by FWS, use of the area by ORVs is and will continue to have a
smothering effect by stirring up silt . Non-designation would
leave this magnificent riparian resource unprotected and '`
vulnerable to these and other forms of human abuse . With only
.003 percent of the state of Arizona considered to be riparian,
it is critical we preserve our few remaining natural riparian
areas .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : TURTLE MOUNTAIN , AZ-040-022/023/02`4
WSA ACREAGE: 17,422
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 17,422
INHOLDINGS : 1,600 acres of state land, 400 acres of

private land
LOCATION : 8 miles west of Clifton

Description

The Turtle Mountain area is formed out of recent volcanic
flows . High ridges, steep slopes, and narrow canyons cover the
region . A 3,000 foot rise from Bonita Creek to the crest of
Turtle Mountain forms the unit's western side ; the remaining land
is deeply cut by canyons dropping east toward Eagle Creek or
south to the Gila River . The eastern boundary is shaped by the
strip of private land that contains Eagle Creek, while the
northern and southern boundaries are largely formed by rough dirt
roads .

Desert shrubs and grasses form a light plant cover on the
slopes and narrow ridges . The larger canyons have tall trees
scattered alongside the stream channels, with cottonwood and
other hardwood trees forming dense canopies in some riparian
areas . The area contains three vegetation types not represented
in the National Wilderness Preservation System, including the
Transition type which appears in only two other WSAs .

Rocky cliffs and spires near the eastern boundary provide
good habitat for raptors, including the endangered peregrine
falcon and bald eagle . Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep have
recently moved into the WSA .

Wilderness Qualities

Extremely rugged topography within the area and its large
size virtually guarantee that the visitor will find solitude, due
both to screening and the sheer difficulty of access .

Turtle Mountain's land remains essentially natural with the
only substantial impacts coming from a number of range
improvements dispersed throughout the area . Since those human
relics are almost all around water sources in canyon bottoms,
they are largely screened by riparian vegetation and the terrain .

The peaks and high ridges offer vast and stunning views of
largely undeveloped land . Looking east from some high spots one
can also see an overburden pile and a tailings pond from the
Morenci copper mine . While not items of scenic beauty, these do
not detract significantly from the wilderness experience .

The area contains about three miles of the historic'
Safford-Morenci trail now used by most visitors to the area .
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Resource Analysis

The area has never produced any useful minerals, no mining
claims exist, and any economic minerals that might be there lie
under 2,300 to 6,300 feet of volcanic rock. Despite its
proximity to the Morenci mine, the Turtle Mountain area should be
considered as having no potential for economic minerals . The
area has a slight potential for geothermal development due to hot
springs just outside the boundaries, but the springs are not hot
enough for electrical generation .

The Turtle Mountain area contains portions of three grazing
allotments, with forage conditions ranging from fair in the lower
elevations to excellent along the upper slopes and ridgetops .
Proposals exist for a number of new constructions, most of them
water sources or stock trails to be built only if the area is not
designated as wilderness . These would encourage cattle use of
the uplands . The BLM has stated that inability to move cattle
onto the higher ground will force a 15% cutback in the two main
grazing allotments . Such a cutback would cause hardship for `` only
one rancher, and would have essentially no effect on the local
economy. The cutback may be required even without designation
due to wildlife conflicts .

Recommendations

We recommend wilderness designation for all 17,422 acres of
the Turtle Mountain area . In addition, the BLM should acquire

' the state and private land within the area boundaries, as well as
that adjacent on the north and west, and that land should be
considered for additions to the wilderness .

Results of Non-Designation

Non-designation would produce substantial losses of wildlife
habitat. New livestock facilities would be built to move cattle
onto the upper slopes and ridgetops which currently provide
wildlife with outstanding food and shelter . According to the
BLM, the cumulative impact of existing livestock facilities comes
close to degrading the naturalness necessary for wilderness . By
their estimate, construction of a large number of new facilities
would drop the area below that qualitative limit .

Without wilderness designation, ORV activity is predicted to
increase over the next ten years . In the same period, a new road
would probably be built through South Smith Canyon to increase
access to a state land inholding . These changes would
significantly damage the area's recreational value for hikers,
and would wipe out that stretch of the historic Safford-Morenci
Trail .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : JAVELINA PEAK, AZ-040-048
WSA ACREAGE: 18,853

∎ BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE: 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 18,853
INHOLDINGS: None
LOCATION : 25 miles southeast of Safford

Description

The Javelina Peak WSA has an extremely varied topography .
' The southern portion of the area contains heavily vegetated'` sand

dunes . To the northwest of the dunes is an area of highly eroded
badlands . In the northeast of the area is the rugged Whitlock
Mountain range . These mountains rise abruptly from the San Simon'
Valley floor . The high point of the range is 5,592 foot Javelina
Peak . Vegetation includes desert shrub, creosote bush and,
mesquite types . Common plants include whitethorn, cholla and
prickly pear cactus, wolfberry, yucca, catclaw, Mormon tea-,,
saltbush, burroweed and grasses . Among the threatened and
endangered species present are the peregrine falcon and the
nightblooming cereus .

Wilderness Qualities

Most of Javelina Peak WSA's 18,853 acres are in a natural
condition . Human imprints include some fences, water catchments
and an Indian ruin . The size and shape of the WSA can provide
outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation .
The highly eroded badlands and the ecologically significant sand
dunes are like a small Death Valley . Javelina Peak, an
interesting geological feature itself, offers superb views . The
Whitlock Mountains reward the hiker with beautifully colored rock
formations, including a large window that one can enter . The
area also has two known areas with fossil resources, including
fossilized remains of horses, camels and tapirs .

Resource Analysis

Since no known commercial amounts of minerals exist in the
area, there are no mining claims . There is potential for
geothermal resources but no foreseeable economic use for this
energy .

This area is being grazed at 737 animal unit months .`"

The major recreational activity at this time is ORV use
along the boundaries and on the sand dunes . At present the CRV
damage is minimal (mainly tracks on the dunes) . Much of this
damage could have been prevented if the BLM had indicated where
the WSA boundaries were located . However, the BLM "felt the
existing level of (ORV) use was not impacting the wilderness
values" . The BLM's final wilderness E .I .S . proposes "no
wilderness" for the Javelina Peak WSA because of the anticipe :ed
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increase in ORV use . ORV use occurs mainly within the dunes
along the southern boundary of the WSA, and some of this area is
outside of AWC proposed wilderness boundary . The BLM also notes
that the dunes may be of significant ecological value and they
certainly provide an unusual feature for the wilderness visitor
to enjoy .

Recommendations

The AWC recommends that the 18,853 acres proposed be
designated wilderness . With its sand dunes, badlands and rugged
mountains, Javelina Peak is a unique area found nowhere else in
Arizona .

Results of Non-Designation

If this area is not protected by wilderness status, the
ecologically significant southern end would face a significant
increase in ORV use . This would have an extremely detrimental
effect on both the land and the wildlife . Moreover, since
fossils have been found in the badlands, increased ORV use could
have an adverse impact on undiscovered sites .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : PELONCILLO MOUNTAINS, AZ-040-060
WSA ACREAGE: 12,317
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 12,317
INHOLDINGS: None
LOCATION : 10 miles northeast of San Simon

Description

The Peloncillo Mountains WSA contains a rugged stretch of
the Peloncillo range, a range which stretches from Mexico to .the
Gila River . Most of the WSA consists of steep mountains dissected
by a number of canyons, with small areas of flatter land at the
eastern and western extremes . The area rises from 4,400 feet in
the flats to a high of 6,400 feet . The land is covered by desert
shrub grasslands changing into oak-juniper woodland in the higher
regions .

The WSA provides a home for
1986, as well as the endangered
state-listed animal species .

desert bighorns, reintroduced in
peregrine falcon and four

Wilderness Qualities

The WSA shows only minor signs of human activity, most
related to livestock grazing . These remain largely invisible due
to both vegetative screening and the convoluted terrain .

The canyons, peaks and ridges of the Peloncillo Mountains
offer a variety of outdoor recreation opportunities . The greatest
current recreational use comes from hunters, with some additional
use by rockhounds . These activities would be unaffected by
wilderness designation, since several small cherry-stem roads
will continue to provide access deep into the mountains . Off-road
vehicles also use the flatlands at the east end of the WSA . The
area has outstanding opportunities for hiking, camping and
photography .. Vast panoramas spread out before those who reach the
upper peaks and ridges, with the Dos Cabezas and Chiricahua
Mountains beyond the San Simon Valley to the southwest, and the
Animas Valley to the east stretching clear to the mountains of
the Gila National Forest .

The Peloncillo Mountains WSA contains the second-highest
number of archeological sites in the Safford District . Its
southern boundary, Doubtful Canyon, is also marked by the
historic route of the Butterfield Stage .

Resource Analysis

The WSA contains no known economic minerals, has no mining
claims, and is considered by the BLM to have low mineral
potential . The eastern 300 acres are leased for oil and gas
exploration, but no finds are reported and the USGS rated the
area as having low to no potential for oil and gas .
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The WSA contains portions of six grazing allotments,

I although WSA land comprises only a tiny portion (4 percent, 1'
percent and 1 percent) for three of them . All but one of the
allotments are being managed to improve range conditions .

' Wilderness designation is not expected to have any effect on
grazing operations .

Recommendations

∎ The Peloncillo Mountains WSA offers a prime example of why
newly acquired BLM land should be inventoried for wilderness

' qualities . Recent trades with the Arizona State Land Department
have more than doubled public land holdings immediately adjacent
to the WSA . These acquisitions have largely smoothed out the
ragged boundaries which the BLM cited as their major reason for
recd,mending non-designation . These acquisitions also create a
substantial bridge between the WSA and two intensive inventory'
units, Orange Butte (4-59) and Little Franks (4-55), making an
opportunity to protect deserving portions of those areas .
Unfortunately, neither the BLM nor the Arizona Wilderness
Coalition has had time to study the new public lands for
wilderness qualities so they do not figure in the proposed
boundaries shown or in the BLM's recommendations . For this
reason, we recommend that the existing WSA be designated
wilderness and the new acquisitions be inventoried and either
designated or released in the near future . Such an inventory

∎ could be part of the district's Resource Management Plan process .

' Results of Non-Designation

Non-designation would allow continued and increasing ORV
damage to the WSA's eastern lowlands . Continued and growing

' levels of vehicle travel on ways in Little Doubtful Canyon would
also disrupt the desert bighorn sheep population in the area, as
well as damaging the wilderness qualities of the area .

∎
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : DOS CABEZAS MOUNTAINS, AZ-040-065"'
WSA ACREAGE: 18,509
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 11,998
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 14,088'
INHOLDINGS : 258 acres of private land
LOCATION : Approximately 20 miles east of

Wilcox

Description

' The Dos Cabezas Mountains WSA lies on the rugged slopes of
the Dos Cabezas Mountains between the Sulfur Springs and San

'
Simon Valleys . The WSA ranges in elevation from more than 7500
feet at the crest of the mountains to 4,080 feet along the
eastern boundary . This dramatic change in elevation provides for
a diversity of plant species from juniper and scrub oak inthe

' higher elevations to desert shrub dominated by mesquite in the
lower elevations . There are also broad-leaved riparian tree
species growing along canyon bottoms and around springs .

' Wildlife species include white-tail deer, mule deer,
mountain lion, golden eagle, and many other mountain and desert
species . There is a large population of beautiful collared
lizards in the upper part of Buckeye Canyon .

The terrain of the WSA varies from steep mountain slopes to
unexpected and fascinating granite outcrops and piles of boulders'
with streams and waterfalls running over them during the wetter
months .

' Most human imprints, such as old mines and two old cabins,
are well hidden by topography and vegetation . There are 2 .8
miles of unmaintained vehicle ways, parts of which are fading

. from lack of use . There are five recorded archaeological sites
a in the area .

' Wilderness Qualities

The remoteness of this rugged, mountainous environment makes
it an excellent place to find solitude and isolation from the
sights and sounds of civilization . Hikers can enjoy scenic views

dfrom the higher elevations and spend hours scrambling an
exploring in the boulders on the slopes of Government Peak .
Animals such as deer and javelina provide game for hunters as'
well as subjects for photographers .

The WSA contains 12 developed springs and several natural
' ones which provide water for wildlife . The peregrine falcon, a

state and federally listed endangered species, migrates through
this area . State listed threatened species found here include
the Bald Eagle .
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Resource Analysis

Livestock use in the WSA would be maintained at 1,599 AUMs
for the next 10 years and beyond . Eighteen miles of fence, . .12
developed springs, and one well would be maintained . During this
period, three miles of pasture fence would be built, .,. According
to BLM wilderness management, all existing facilities would 'be
maintained .

The area is not considered valuable for oil and gas or
geothermal energy . The mineral occurrences in and around the
area show strong potential for mineral development . Mining
activities have found such metals as gold, copper, lead, silver,
and iron . The most heavily mineralized areas are outside the
WSA . The U .S . Geological Survey believes that these mountains
still have potential for large low-grade copper deposits . The
wilderness area would be closed to entry under the mining and
mineral leasing laws as of the date of designation, subject to
valid existing rights .

Wilderness designation would prohibit ORV use on vehicle way
in Happy Camp and Lowell Canyons, but this would impact less than
100 users a year .

Recommendations

The AWC recommends 2,100 acres more than the BLM's
wilderness proposal . This addition includes five springs to
provide water for wildlife, and, most important, includes the
crowning glory of the mountain, the Dos Cabezas Peaks . These two
peaks, which rise to an elevation of 8,363 feet, are a unique and
important area which contains, among other things, the only stand
of aspen on the mountain, and were originally reviewed for
wilderness during the BLM's intensive inventory . The Nature
Conservancy has also proposed that the Peaks be protected as a
Natural Area because of their ecological importance .

The Elma Mine, which is included in the AWC recommended
addition, is old and has not been worked in decades . The vehicle
way in upper Buckeye Canyon is also old and unmaintained .
Blockage of this way would not bar access to the mines in the
lower part of the canyon because they are accessed by a road from
the town of Bowie .

Results of Non-Designation

The results of mining activity in this area will soon be
evident in lower Buckeye Canyon, a part of the WSA that is,not
included in the proposed action area . Planned development here
will cause 115 acres of surface disturbance and disrupt the
area's only nesting pair of endangered peregrine falcons, causing
them to leave . (EIS pg . 48) Although mineral potential within
the Proposed Action area is not believed to be as great as in the
area of the Buckeye and Apache mines, exploration alone could
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cause irreparable damage because of the rough topography . There
are good examples of this in other parts of the Dos Cabezas
Mountains where roads have been bulldozed into other areas,
making permanent scars on the landscape, and then abandoned
because not enough mineralization was found to make further
development worthwhile .

Unrestricted use of ORV's in the lower elevations of Happy
Camp Canyon would have severe impacts . Some damage to vegetation
has been done by ORV'S'and vandals have defaced rocks and
mutilated trees in some of the more accessible areas .
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AREA NAME &
. WSA ACREAGE :

BLM PROPOSE
r AWC PROPOSE

INHOLDINGS :
LOCATION :

1

NUMBER : BOWIE MOUNTAIN , AZ-040 -066/NORTH END,
37,156

ACREAGE : 31,000 Further Planning in RARE IID
ACREAGE : 37,156D

351 acres of private land
12 Miles south of Bowie, AZ, and
adjacent to Chiricahua National Monument

Description

The multiple rock domes of Bowie Mountain, including
dramatic Helen's Dome, and the sloping bowl-shaped valley below,
form a scenic backdrop for the crumbling adobe ruins of Fort
Bowie National Historic Site . These rugged peaks testify to the
terrain that was a bane to the U . S . Army soldiers and refuge to
Apaches during three decades of guerilla warfare . The northwest
corner of the area abuts the Historic Site for about 2 .5 miles
and is managed by the BLM as a buffer zone .

Elevations in the area range from 5,080 feet to a height of
6,943 feet and extend from desert scrub and grassland to oak
woodland and pinyon pine and juniper . As such, it forms a

t perfect complement to the higher elevation vegetative types seen
in the contiguous North End .

The North End is an area of steep canyons and rugged cliffs
' with little sign of man's impacts . Only primitive trails run

through Wood Canyon and Indian Creek . The area begins in the San
Simon Valley at 4200 feet in the midst of Lower Sonoran
vegetation and rises to dense stands of Douglas fir, aspen and
big-tooth maple . The endangered peregrine falcon and other'
raptors make their nests in the rugged cliffs of Cochise Head, an
impressive mile-long exposure of granite that rises to 8109'?'feet .

f This roadless area is accessible only by foot and horseback
via Emigrant or Wood canyons on the north and Indian Creek on the

I south. There are few man-related uses besides limited grazing in
the narrow canyons, hiking and backpacking, and some prospecting
and hunting . The ruins of an old homestead and orchard are

i visible at the Taylor Place in Wood Canyon .

Wilderness Qualities

With its steep canyons and rugged cliffs, Bowie
Mountain/North End provides a sense of solitude as much today as
it did years ago for the Apaches . The BLM has consistently given
Bowie Mountain high marks for solitude and natural appearance .
During the Forest Service RARE II wilderness review, the North
End area received one of the highest ratings for solitude . ., The
only trail access to the heart of this Bowie Mountain area is by
way of a decayed mining road . The marble quarry it leads to is
on an inholding. Having been abandoned in 1910, the quarry
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carries the echo of a vanished civilization . Huge blocks of
marble weighing up to 10 tons still glisten in the sun where they

en ig newere stacked decades ago . The nearby power house and its
are rusting into oblivion .

' According to the BLM, the WSA is rich in the history of Fort
Bowie, the Butterfield Stage route and the Chiricahua Apache
Indians . Within and adjacent to the WSA are a variety of
historic and prehistoric sites, including Fort Bowie and
heliograph sites associated with the fort when it was active .

The Chiricahua Mountains provide more habitats for more
plant and animal species than any other similar sized land-locked
area in the United States . The area has the largest
concentration of raptors in the range, according to the Southwest'
Research Station . Endangered peregrine falcons nest in the
cliffs of Cochise Head . A nesting pair was seen flitting through
the trees at Wood Canyon Park on August 5, 1987 . Over 100
species of birds have been identified in the area .

White-tailed deer abound in the area and black bear,
mountain lions and coyotes also call it home . The perennial Wood'
Canyon stream provides a rich, riparian habitat supporting superb
groves of bigtooth maple . The largest alligator juniper in the
United States, which has a circumference of 23 feet, grows here .

The University of Arizona archaeologists have determined
that people have lived in the region since about 8000 B .C .- they

' have unearthed a prehistoric Indian mummy and some artifacts .

Resource Analysis

Although the neighboring Hilltop and King of Lead mines have
been active, very little mining has been done in the proposed
wilderness area. Almost all of the production of lead, copper,

i zinc, silver and gold from the Chiricahua Mountains was from the
Hilltop Mine . Since 1870, the Apache Pass Mine has produced only
600 tons of ore containing spotty gold and silver values . The

' USGS has not classified any land within the area as valuable for
geothermal or oil and gas potential . There is a long-abandoned
low-grade marble quarry in the area .

' The area contains no exploitable timber resources .

Because of the rugged terrain, the amount of acreage in this
' area feasible for cattle grazing is extremely small .

Recommendations

Public sentiment has run high in favor of wilderness status
I for the North End as evidenced during the Forest Service RARE II

review . The BLM has consistently given the Bowie Mountain 'high
' i marks for wilderness, even though they failed to recommend it for

wilderness status because of difficult management problems . In
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light of the area's great value as wilderness, AWC does not feel
' that the presence of the inholdings and the surrounding private

land are valid objections for not recommending wilderness
designation. It must be remembered that the area is protected on
two borders by the contiguous National Monument and Historic Site

' boundaries . The presence of a potential threat from the
surrounding private lands is all the more reason to grant
wilderness protection .

' If the BLM or Forest Service anticipate trouble
administering this property as wilderness, it could be turned
over to the National Park Service as additions to the Fort Bowie
and Chiricahua park system units .

∎ The AWC strongly recommends Bowie Mountain/North End for
' designation as a joint BLM/Forest Service contiguous wilderness

area .

Results of Non-Designation

Significant mining in this area would severely impact the
species and wildlife values here . The Mexican wildlife species
corridor would be interrupted and migration significantly
reduced. In addition, lack of protection for this area could'
result in unrestricted vandalism of the cultural resources and
destruction of important wildlife habitat .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER :

WSA ACREAGE :

AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE :
INHOLDINGS :
LOCATION :

Description

BARER CANYON (AZ-040-070)/GUADALUPE
CANYON/BUNK ROBINSON

740 Bunk Robinson Forest WSA in, AZ
15,110 Bunk Robinson Forest WSA inNM
4,814 Baker Canyon BLM WSA AZ
4,146 Guadalupe Canyon BLM WSA in `NM
24,910 TOTAL FOREST PROPOSED ACREAGE : 0
24,910 TOTAL
None
On the Arizona/New Mexico border 25
miles northeast of Douglas

The proposed area ranges from about 4,400' in the south and
west canyons to 6,450' at the top of Guadalupe Mountain .

The area is built on rocks about 25 million years old --
latite, rhyolite, andesite, granite and quartz . Beds of
chalcedony occur . The upper canyon walls contain acid igneous
parent materials, and the canyon bottoms have soils of the
Glendale-Arizona complex with water holding capacity of 10-12",
effective rooting up to 60" with slight hazard of erosion, which
is excellent for grassland habitat .

Vegetation varies from Chihuahuan desertscrub and mesquite
grassland to mixed conifer and oak-pine woodlands . The center of
interest for the area is the canyons, containing lush extensions
of madrean and riparian vegetation, with stands of
cottonwood-ash-walnut-sycamore associations .

Wilderness Qualities

The area presents excellent opportunities for solitude and
primitive recreation . Evidence of man's presence is slight .

The area has supported human inhabitants for 20,000 years,
from the early Cochise Culture through various agricultural and
nomadic peoples to the Apaches, and then to current cultures .
Several archaeological sites exist in the area, most of which are
being vandalized .

The area is unusually rich in wildlife, supporting breeding
and transient populations of animals seldom seen in other parts
of the United States . Coatimundi, Coues' whitetail deer,
mountain lion and bobcat all frequent the riparian zones of the
area . Twenty-five species of reptiles and over 100 bird species
are known from the area . It is primarily on the basis of its
exotic avifauna that New Mexico has recognized Guadalupe Canyon
as a Natural Area .
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1
., Recreation interest is dominated by hunting and nongame

wildlife . The area supports a great variety of rare, threatened
and endangered plants and animals, including Chihuahua pine,
Mexican pinyon, and Arizona rosewood, among the plants ; and,
among the animals, the Sonora topminnow, mountain skink, Sonoran
mountain kingsnake, Colorado River toad, zone-tailed hawk, `
buff-collard Mexican duck, violet-crowned hummingbird, Bell's
vireo, Gila woodpecker, and southern yellow bat . The
buff-collared nightjar, lucifer, hummingbird and thick-billed
kingbird are known to nest in only a few other sites in the
United States . Elegant trogons visit here in migrations to and
from their breeding grounds at Cave Creek in the Chiricahuas to

a the north . The rare Mexican wolf is occasionally seen here, and
at least two jaguars have been spotted in this area within the

' last year . This area, along with the nearby proposed wilderness
area of Whitmire Canyon, establishes a vital corridor for
wildlife, benefitting diversity in areas such as the Graham and

- Chiricahua Mountains in Arizona and the Animas, Alamo Hueco, and
Hatchet Mountains in New Mexico .

Resource Analysis

There has been little mining activity in the area . Mineral
surveys have revealed little potential . A few gas and oil leases
are current, but to date no evidence of energy potential has been
discovered .

i There is no timber potential in this area .

//∎ Much of the area has been overgrazed, a problem that current
management is dealing with effectively. With proper stocking,
the effects of past mismanagement will disappear . Several stock
tanks and fences are found in the area, but do not substantially
interfere with the wilderness qualities .

Recommendations

The AWC recommends that the entire area as described be
designated as wilderness to protect important cultural and
wildlife areas and preserve the riparian ecosystem .

Results of Non-Designation

Extremely
this area were
activities .

I

important wildlife habitat would be impacted'if
opened up to unlimited ORV use and mining
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : HOVERROCKER , AZ-040-077
HELL'S HOLE Roadless Area and Forest
Service Wilderness Study Area

WSA ACREAGE: 37,212
AGENCY PROPOSED ACREAGE: 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 37,121
INHOLDINGS: None
LOCATION : 15 Miles southeast of Clifton on the

Arizona/New Mexico border

Description

The BLM Hoverrocker WSA (2,791 acres) is contiguous to the
Forest Service Hells Hole WSA in New Mexico (18,860 acres) and
15,470 acres of Forest Service roadless land in Arizona . There
are low rolling hills and scenic canyons at lower elevations,'..,
with rugged mountains on the north and east sides of the combined
area . Vegetation changes with elevation from riparian habitat in
some canyon bottoms, to desert shrubs and grasses on the slopes,
to pinyon and juniper at higher altitudes . This area is the'
northern extension of the Grama-Tobosa semitropical grassland
type which is habitat for many plants and animals usually found
much further south in Mexico .

Wilderness Qualities

The rugged and remote character of the area provides
excellent opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation .
This area is little-visited at present, and allows an unusually
high degree of wilderness experience for visitors who want to get
away from it all .

In addition, this area has important riparian areas along
its numerous creeks and may contain archaeological sites of
National Register quality .

Resource Analysis

The only current use possibly affected by wilderness
designation is mining, but there are now few mining claims in the
area and no history of significant mineral production . There ; are
no timber conflicts ; fuelwood is abundant in nearby roaded areas
so that the small stands in the interior of the proposed area: are
not in demand . Grazing throughout the area is now, and always
has been, carried out on horseback .

Recommendations

Despite the many outstanding natural and cultural features
here and the lack of significant development conflicts, the BLM
and Forest Service have recommended against wilderness desig- .,
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nation for these areas . The BLM's "no wilderness" recommendation
for Hoverrocker was based solely on the notion that wilderness
values would not be adversely affected by non-designation .

' The AWC advocates wilderness protection for these areas now
before future conflicts develop that might destroy the important
values here .

I Results of Non-Designation

One major result of non-designation would be increased
∎ access into this area by off-road vehicles . Besides degrading .

the prime condition of this area, increased vandalism,

I destruction or looting of prehistoric and historic cultural
resources would be expected . The other special features of the
area, such as riparian habitat existing in the canyons, may be
harmed by increased ORV traffic and gradual degradation by

/ small-scale mineral exploration .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : GALIURO ADDITION, AZ-040-081
WSA ACREAGE: 640
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE: 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 13,500
INHOLDINGS : 1,920 (approximate) acres of private

land, 1,280 acres of state land
LOCATION : 35 miles north of Benson

Description

The proposed BLM land addition to the existing Forest
Service Galiuro Wilderness Area is a topographically spectacular
area of steep, plunging escarpments, dike swarms, volcanic
outcrops, canyons, and other rugged geologic features . The .
majority of the area is rough, dissected, and precipitous .
Elevations vary from 6219 feet on the top of the escarpment along
the eastern boundary of the proposed area to about 3500 feet in
the bottom of Redfield Canyon . The entire area drains to the
west through Redfield, Swamp Springs, and Cherry Springs Canyons
and, significantly, includes the entire perennial remainder '` of
the upper Redfield Canyon watershed not already protected in the
existing wilderness and a large number of intermittent streams,
many with significant acres of riparian oak woodland vegetation .

Lower open slopes are covered by a mixture of desert
grassland and semi-desert shrubland vegetation associations .
Steeper south-facing slopes support semi-open evergreen woodlands
characterized by one-seed juniper and Mexican blue oak . Steep
north-facing slopes support a mixed oak-squawbush-blue yucca
chaparral association not common in southern Arizona, with many
of its species being northern extensions of Sierra Madrean
vegetation from the mountains of Mexico .

Wilderness Qualities

The proposed area abuts the southern boundary of the
existing Galiuro Wilderness and is its logical extension . It has
a similar degree of isolation and offers a high degree of
solitude within a very rugged, scenic, esthetically spectacular
landscape ; it is a superb example of a landscape that "has"`
outstanding opportunities for solitude, or a primitive and
unconfined type of recreation ." It is an area seldom visited and
little-known to the general public . There is one very rough,
unmaintained and deteriorating old roadway now passable only by
high-clearance, four-wheel drive vehicles . The only private
inholding is held by The Nature Conservancy, a nation-wide,
non-profit conservation group . The Conservancy is fully
supportive of this proposal . Should these inholdings create a
jurisdictional problem, the Nature Conservancy is supportive of a
land trade approach to "clean up" the proposal should this become
desirable . .
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Aside from the spectacular volcanic-related geology and
topographic features, the proposed area provides excellent
habitat for a number of animal species requiring a vast, diverse,
and untrammeled landscape . Among these are nesting peregrine
falcons and golden eagles, an expanding herd of desert bighorn
sheep, black bear, javelina, white-tailed and mule deer, and
mountain lion . The waters of the nominated portion of Redfield
Canyon support one of the best intact populations of the rare
desert fish, the Gila chub ( Gila intermedia ) and an excellent
Arizona alder riparian forest . In 1981 the state of Arizona's
Natural Heritage Program identified Redfield Canyon, and its
watershed, as "one of the most important sites for protection of
aquatic and riparian habitats in the nearly 40,000 square miles
of southern Arizona ."

Perhaps most significantly, the proposed area includes the
entire Redfield Canyon watershed now outside of the existing
Galiuro Wilderness . Inclusion of the remaining watershed within
the wilderness, as well as annexation of the approximately four
additional miles of the deeply-incised mainstream canyon and its
perennial waters, creates the most logical and justifiable
boundary .

Resource Analysis

There are no known existing mining claims or mineral leases
in the proposed area .

The proposed area is within one large grazing allotment held
by the Nature Conservancy . They support the proposal and
discontinuation of grazing within the AWC proposed area . Cattle
have been excluded from the proposed area for approximately 8
years and, aside from an area of approximately 300 acres in the
immediate vicinity of the Pride Ranch, the effects of grazing are
not evident . There are a number of historic grazing-related
improvements within the proposed boundaries, including three
windmills, some old cross-fencing, a few developed waters
(springs, rubble dams), and the Pride Ranch near the southern
boundary of the proposed area . The Pride Ranch consists of a
small main ranch house and three outbuildings, one of the three
windmills, and some fenced pastures . It covers an area of about
50 acres . All buildings are in a state of ruin except for 'a
small three-room cabin which has been maintained by the Nature
Conservancy . The Pride Ranch is located on private land
approximately 3/4 mile inside of the proposed boundaries .

Recommendations

The Redfield Canyon watershed currently outside of existing
wilderness define the boundaries of the proposed area. These
boundaries encompass an area that is spectacular in its
topography and geologic features ; and contains unparalleled
opportunity for solitude and primitive recreation . The area is
rich in wildlife, (especially in species requiring wilderness-
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type habitat) and is extremely high in esthetic and scenic
values . The relatively large size of the proposed area, its
continuity with the existing Galiuro Wilderness Area, its
remoteness, and its spectacular and unusual beauty provide
outstanding opportunities for the classic wilderness experience ..

There currently are two sections of state land totalling
1,280 acres in this proposal . They encompass a major portion of
Redfield Canyon (Sections 35 & 36 on the map) . The BLM is
currently seeking the acquisition of this land through land
trades with the state .

Results of Non-Designation

The proposed area is already de facto wilderness, but
management is not coordinated with that of the existing Galiuro ;
Wilderness . Non-designation would continue this situation .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER: ARAVAIPA CANYON WILDERNESS ADDITION`
BLM ROADLESS ACREAGE : 22,000
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 27,520
INHOLDINGS : 5,520 acres of private land
LOCATION : Contiguous to Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness

15 miles southeast of Hayden

Description

Aravaipa Canyon has long been recognized for its spectacular
scenery and important wildlife habitat . Towering cliffs rise
1,000 feet above the green ribbon of rich riparian habitat found
along the eleven-mile segment of Aravaipa Creek which flows
through the wilderness . Two federally-listed threatened fish
occur in the creek, spikedace and loachminnow . The seven native
fish found here because of the absence of any well-established
introduced fish species represents the best native fishery
remaining in Arizona .

An enlarged Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness would protect crucial
watershed to the north and south of the existing wilderness .
Much of it consists of tablelands cut by numerous tributary
drainages which feed into Aravaipa Creek . An expansion would be
a logical extension of the limited'acreage of tablelands and
tributaries already within the wilderness .

Riparian habitat of predominately cottonwood, sycamore, ash
and alder occurs in these tributary canyon bottoms . Desert
grassland is found over much of the tablelands . Manzanita,
pinyon and juniper occurs in the higher elevations, especially in
the Table Mountain area .

Wilderness Qualities

The area has tremendous aesthetic and biological values .
Oak Grove Canyon is a narrow, steep-walled, sandstone canyon that
is more reminiscent of southern Utah than southern Arizona .`'
Opportunities for primitive recreation and solitude are'
unexcelled and for many visitors, Oak Grove Canyon offers more
opportunities for primitive recreation than Aravaipa Canyon"'
proper . The canyon bottom supports perennial flow in several
sections and includes three species of native fish including
speckled dace, a State threatened vertebrate (Category 4) . The
riparian forest is an exemplary occurrence of an alder-sycamore
oak riparian forest . These forest types are found only in'
Arizona south of the Mogollon Rim, extreme southwestern New
Mexico and just across the border in northern Mexico .

Parsons and Virgus Canyons offer similar opportunities for
primitive recreation and solitude within a spectacular canyon
setting but without the perennial streamflow and extensive
riparian forest vegetation found in Oak Grove .
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The tablelands above these canyons offer outstanding : scenic
vistas of the canyons below and the surrounding Aravaipa area in
general . Several plant communities of regional interest occur in
the vicinity of Table Top and Little Table Top Mountains . These
include Blue oak savanna at its northernmost limits, a unique
alligator juniper savanna currently known from less than 10 other
sites in the world and an exemplary semidesert grassland
minimally disturbed by livestock grazing .

Resource Analysis

Although there has been some historic mining in this area,
recent mineral interest is limited . There was some exploration
four years ago in upper Virgus Canyon which apparently did not
reveal anything of much interest . The patented mining claim near
the head of Virgus Canyon has never been developed, and the BLM
is reported interested in trading it out of this area .

There has been vehicular access for grazing operations in
the past, but wilderness management allows this to continue, if
necessary . Currently little grazing occurs in the area .

The Arizona Game and Fish Department has an understanding
with BLM about access requirements for wildlife management in
wilderness areas . This should alleviate any conflicts about
possible bighorn sheep reintroduction efforts in the area .

Some of the routes within the potential expansion area may
be used infrequently probable used occasionally by the more
adventuresome hunters in four-wheel drive vehicles . However,
these back roads are very infrequently used .

5,520 acres within the proposed wilderness is owned and
managed as a wildlife preserve by the George Whittell Trust . The
Trust finds wilderness designation for the land surrounding their
property compatible with their management objectives .

Recommendations

Clearly, watershed protection is of paramount importance to
the existing wilderness and the wildlife found there .
Classifying the adjacent BLM land as wilderness is the most
effective method for protecting that watershed . The trade-offs
(closure of a few seldom used jeep trails, restrictions on
mineral development of an area of limited mineral interest) are
insignificant in the long-term view of public land stewardship .
Closure of the Turkey Creek Canyon jeep trail is especially
important to protect the riparian area in this canyon . The
outstanding wilderness character of this proposed expansion area
and the need for safeguarding the unique public resource .Aravaipa
Creek represents make wilderness designation of these BLM',lands
the ideal management option .



Results of Non-Designation

' There are countless examples of areas the size of Aravaipa
Canyon Wilderness Area which are threatened by actions outside
their boundaries . Even though there may be no imminent threats
to Aravaipa, it would be naive to think that will not change at
some point in the near future, particularly with the rapid growth

' of the state . With BLM already in control of a large part of the
watershed we have an exceptional opportunity to act now to
provide permanent protection before it becomes difficult or even

I impossible in future years .

An increase in off-road vehicle use or mineral exploration
could degrade the water quality of the area and disrupt sensitive
wildlife species .

1

218



AREA NAME & NUMBER : CROSSMAN PEAK , AZ-050-007B
WSA ACREAGE: 38,630
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 19,290
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 38,630
INHOLDINGS: None
LOCATION: 10 miles northeast of Lake Havasu City

Description

The Crossman Peak WSA contains most of the Mohave Mountains,
with a striking NW-SE ridgeline that fills the skyline northeast
of Lake Havasu City. It is a desert area with tremendous
topographic relief, ranging from the towering Crossman Peak at
5,100 feet down to the bajadas on the southwest and northeast,
some 3,000 feet below . Sinuous canyons wind through the rugged
maze, some leading to springs hidden deep within the mountain
range .

The Mohave Mountains contain the southern-most stands of
Joshua trees in the Colorado River region . They also have a .
relict population of pinyon pines, remnants of a time when the
area was cooler and wetter . The range supports a large
population of bighorn sheep, with an essential lambing area'along
the upper ridges and 76 percent of the WSA considered "crucial
habitat" . The bajadas and canyons support desert tortoises` and
Gila monsters, and the area contains several other special-status
lizard species .

The WSA contains several livestock water developments and
the remnants of small-scale mining or prospecting activities . It
also has the eroded remains of a number of vehicle ways, most
following canyon bottoms .

Wilderness Qualities

Intensely rugged terrain within the Crossman Peak WSA,''when
combined with its large size, creates tremendous opportunities
for solitude . Other humans and human intrusions are thoroughly
hidden by the folded topography . The region offers an
outstanding range of primitive and unconfined recreational
activities, since it encompasses everything from the gentle
slopes of lowland washes and bajadas to sheer rocky cliffs . The
winding canyons create a huge supply of areas to be explored by
visitors on foot or horseback .

The area contains extensive evidence of prehistoric
occupation, including six archeological sites of National
Register quality . Crossman Peak is also sacred to the Indian
tribes still inhabiting the region .

Resource Analysis

Twenty-seven percent of the WSA is considered to have high
potential for small deposits of precious metal resources, and a
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small portion of that has high potential for tungsten deposits .
However, the area has been extensively explored throughout this
century, and the BLM expects very little mineral development ::
under even the "No Wilderness" alternative . The most valuable
mining areas are already excluded from the WSA by cherrystemmed
roads . Since wilderness designation cannot interfere with valid
existing rights, five small mines may be developed under any .
alternative, affecting a total of 160 acres .

The WSA includes portions of three grazing allotments,`' but
is lightly used for grazing, if at all . No new livestock
developments are proposed .

Recommendations

' The Crossman Peak WSA clearly contains outstanding
wilderness values as well as important wildlife habitat .
Potential mineral development in the area would not have a
significant impact on those values . Therefore we recommend'
wilderness designation for the entire 38,630 acres .

' We also recommend limiting vehicle access on the
cherrystemmed roads . Those roads penetrate deep into the WSA,
and their recreational use could disturb the wilderness
experience of most visitors and upset the bighorn sheep,

' especially during lambing season . Since they all follow canyon
bottoms, the roads could easily be gated and locked, with keys
provided to the miners and ranchers who require access .

' The BLM is in the process of acquiring many parcels of
adjacent state and private land to the north and east of the WSA .
When the acquisitions are completed, most of the newly public

' land should be given wilderness status . At the least, the
wilderness area should include all bighorn habitat in the lands
to the north, along with the remainder of Blacksmith and Burro

' Canyons along the northeast boundary .

Results of Non-Designation

Failure to designate the whole Crossman Peak WSA as
wilderness would allow continued and growing ORV use of the
bajadas and canyons throughout the area, with the inescapable
destruction that brings . A substantial increase seems
inevitable, given the proximity of Lake Havasu City .

Non-designation would leave critical bighorn habitat
artialtion ofd' pas recommenunprotected . Even following the BLM

wilderness would leave 8,550 acres of bighorn habitat without
protection . The primary reason given for BLM's proposed

' exclusion of more than half the WSA is that they wish to use
motor vehicles to develop one new bighorn watering hole and to

• maintain several others that already exist. These management
' activities could still be performed if the whole area is

rtffl .oedesignated wilderness, with little additiona
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Non-designation would also allow the development of two
small mines that would be prohibited by wilderness, affecting'an
additional 100 acres .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : MOHAVE WASH, AZ-050-007C/050-048/020-052
' WSA ACREAGE: 103,365

BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 55,018
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 55,018
INHOLDINGS : 640 acres of state land, 160 acres of

private land
LOCATION: Six miles southeast of Lake Havasu City

in southwestern Mohave County

Description

This area should be divided into three units . The northern
referred to as the "Mohave Wash" unit, consists of about 10,000
acres . This unit is bounded by private land to the north and by
Mohave Wash and Middle Mohave Wash to the east, south, and west .
The unit consists of rugged volcanic tablelands dissected by many

∎/ unnamed desert washes .

The eastern unit is referred to as the "Castaneda Spires"
' unit and consists of about 27,000 acres . This unit is bounded by

roads to the south and north, by .Mohave Wash to the west, and by
the Castaneda Well Road and some private land to the east . This

' unit is dominated by the awesome Castaneda Peak. The area also
has many scenic basins, washes, and unnamed spires and ridges .

The southern unit is referred to as the "Fox Wash" unit and
' it consists of about 18,000 acres . Much of this unit consists of

steep bluffs, pinnacles, unique erosional features and unusual
topographic landfarms . It is bounded by the Havasu National

' Wildlife Refuge and a utility corridor on the south, by roads to
the north and east, and by non-wilderness lands to the west and
north .

Wilderness Qualities -

The deep canyons and enclosed washes offer the visitor a
' degree of solitude that one expects to find in a wilderness : area .

From the peaks and ridgetops the visitor gets a view that is
substantially unblemished in all directions . Many of the
topographic features of the areas, such as the Castaneda Spires,
are unique enough to rate wilderness designation . Desert bighornI s sheep inhabit the entire area and use much of it for lambing
areas .

Resource Analysis

' The proposed action takes into account the traditional ORV
and mining uses that occurred within the original WSA . Almost
50,000 acres were dropped from further wilderness consideration
by the BLM .

Grazing will be unaffected by wilderness designation . It
should be noted that much of this area is, from a topographic

' and vegetative standpoint, unsuitable for cattle .
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.
The area is evidently used by a few trappers who check their

. trap lines by using dirtbikes . They will either have to stop
trapping or check their trap lines on foot or by horseback .

1

Recommendations

The boundaries selected by the BLM are realistic and should
prove to be manageable boundaries . Significant portions of
relatively flat lands have been incorporated into BLM's proposed
action . The state and private inholdings should be traded out of
these areas .

The AWC recommends that the area be broken into three
separate wilderness areas as previously described .

Wilderness designation will give the BLM a "mandate to
manage" and provide them with the necessary direction in
management to preclude and/or mitigate physical damage to the
resource .

Results of Non-Designation

If the area is not made wilderness it will suffer from the
slow erosion of more mining activity and the steady intrusions of
the ORV menace . The decay in the scenic value will be slow but
inexorable over the years as the pressure put on the land by a
presumably growing population become greater .
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AREA NAME AND NUMBER : GIBRALTAR MOUNTAIN, AZ-050-012

∎ WSA ACREAGE: 25,260
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 15,675

' AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 25,260
INHOLDINGS : 75 acres of private land
LOCATION: 10 miles northeast of Parker

I Description

' This area is one of the most rugged in the Yuma BLM
District, with a steep, convoluted mountain mass accompanied by
deeply incised, narrow washes and a few gentler bajadas .

' Elevations range from 640 feet above sea level to nearly 1900
feet . Two named mountains provide centers of interest : Gibraltar
Mountain, slightly south-of-center in the WSA, standing at 1581

I feet, and Giers Mountain in the extreme north at 1888 feet . From
a high place, a viewer can look to the south and southeast at the
broad expanse of Osborne Wash, to the southwest to Black Peak,
sacred to the Mohave Indians, to the west toward the Colorado
River and California, or to the north and northeast toward the

. Bill Williams River and the Planet Peak WSA .

I Wilderness Qualities

The ruggedness and tortuousness of this area immediately put

I
the visitor in solitude . Washes provide penetration deep into
the mountain mass, while the more ambitious can ascend the
mountains or climb the precipitous rock slopes and walls . The
area is well suited for primitive recreation pursuits : hiking, .;'

' backpacking, rock climbing, nature study, photography,
orienteering, horseback riding, and contemplation . Visitors can
wander the area without any confinements or distractions because
areas significantly impacted by mining (past and present) have

' been excluded. Only a few prospects, small mine tunnels,
deteriorating vehicle ways, and two water developments (one for
livestock, the other for wildlife) are scattered throughout the
WSA, not detracting from its wilderness qualities .

Gibraltar Mountain is one of only two WSAs in the Yuma
∎ District with habitat for the endangered bald eagle, and habitat

here is also suitable for the endangered peregrine falcon . Thee
area is also home to the threatened Gila monster, desert tortoise
and a species of barrel cactus . Ninety-two percent of the area

' is crucial desert bighorn sheep habitat and includes two lambing
grounds .

There is a complex of archaeological sites eligible for theI National Register of Historic Places, and five other sites may
qualify .

' Resource Analysis

' Past mining activities have produced gold, copper, and
' silver, although greater production has occurred adjacent to the
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' WSA. BLM identifies high mineral potential areas in the
northwest and southeast borders of the WSA, with another such
area in the vicinity of the Mammon Mine in the southwestern part
of the WSA . The southeast portion of the WSA also has an area

' with moderate uranium potential which nearly overlaps the high ._
mineral potential area . Much of the area around the Mammon Mine,
including the mine itself and an access route to it, have already

' been excluded from the WSA . There are only 60 mining claims
(which seems quite low for an area of such reputed mineral
potential) .

' The Ganado Grazing Allotment includes the entire WSA . Under
the Yuma District Resource Management Plan, the stocking rate for
this allotment is to remain the same as at present . Ganado

I Allotment (92,250 acres) covers an area much broader than the
Gibraltar Mountain WSA, most of which is inhospitable to cattle
because it is rocky and steep . With no anticipated increase in

- cattle, it is . unlikely that designation of wilderness in the
∎. Gibraltar Mountain WSA will have any impact on this allotment .

Mining development would be much more disruptive to grazing,
denying cattle access to some areas and producing wastes which

I could imperil the health of the animals .

Recommendations

' AWC recommends the entire WSA for wilderness . While there
has been past mineral production in the WSA, and areas of high
potential for metallic minerals exist, a combination of other

' values need the protection wilderness status affords . These
values would be seriously harmed by any mining beyond the valid
existing rights, and include not only outstanding wilderness

' values but also desert bighorn sheep, other special status
wildlife, and probably numerous archaeological sites suitable for
inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places . The area

I is not yet popular for ORV use . BLM's proposed wilderness
recommendation would make the WSA much narrower by carving off
the mountain mass west of Gibraltar Mountain and part of it east
of Gibraltar Mountain . The unit will have much more integrity,

' as well as solitude and opportunities for primitive and
unconfined recreation, if all of the WSA is designated
wilderness .

I Results of Non-Designation

Under BLM's proposal, mining and increasing ORV use wouldI irreparably damage the wilderness character of Gibraltar Mountain
WSA . Under the AWC supported all wilderness proposal, BLM
estimates that at least 99 percent of the wilderness would be

' protected. By eliminating the western and eastern flanks of
Gibraltar Mountain, as BLM proposes, the integrity of the
mountain mass would be destroyed by mining . ORV use would follow

' and stray from existing vehicle ways and new mining roads .
Wildlife, especially the skittish desert bighorn sheep, would be
disrupted, and other sensitive species would suffer disturbance, .

>' 228



and destruction . Archaeological sites would either suffer direct
destruction from mining, or vandalism from increased access by
some casual visitors . In addition, a new powerline would be`
built along and within the northeast boundary of the WSA,
compromising its integrity .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : PLANET PEAK, AZ-050-013
WSA ACREAGE : 17,645

∎ BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 16,430
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 17,645
INHOLDINGS : None'
LOCATION : 15 Miles east of Parker

' Description

This unit consists of a rugged mass of mountains dominated
' by 3137-foot Planet Peak, a large, pyramid-shaped summit that is

visible for many miles and forms a prominent landmark in this
part of the state . The slopes of the peak and adjacent hills
have numerous granitic rock outcrops . Squaw Peak, a small hilll
on the east side, is a dark sedimentary mass with several small
arches and caves on its rugged slopes . Peak 2040, north of
Squaw, is an imposing,
canyons are found on th

rugged rock dome . Some interesting desert
e western slopes . This vegetation is a

fine representation of lower Sonoran desert, dominated by
creosote, cholla, palo verde, catclaw and galleta grass .

' , Wilderness Qualities

Planet Peak provides outstanding opportunities forI recreation and solitude . The numerous washes and ridges allow
hikers to find isolation quickly throughout the unit . Planet
Peak itself rewards the climber with outstanding views of the

I surrounding country, and the many rock outcrops provide
opportunities for skilled technical climbing . The unit is in
entirely natural condition except for a few insignificant

' prospecting scars and the faded vehicle ways leading to them ; the
only mining activity of note is on the perimeter . The area is
home to three sensitive species, desert bighorn sheep, desert
tortoise and barrel cactus .

' Resources

' There are 137 mining claims in the unit . Active mining is
occurring in the northwest, and the boundary has been adjusted to
exclude this area . There is also mining in the southwest and

' east . There is moderate to high mineral potential in about half
of the unit . Two water catchments for bighorn sheep are planned,
these will disturb one acre and will be well concealed from
general view . There are no grazing allotments in the WSA . There

' is a utility corridor along the southwest side, development of
which could disturb 12-1/2 acres .

1
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Recommendations

The BLM proposes designation of 16,430 acres as wilderness,

I dropping 1215 acres in the east, in sections 29, 30 and 32, in,
the vicinity of some mining activity . However, the acreage to . be
deleted contains some of the more interesting features of the
area--Squaw Peak with its caves and arches and the rugged,

' imposing dome of Peak 2040 . Furthermore, BLM's boundaries for
the deleted area follow land lines and do not conform to the
natural contours nor to manmade borders (roads, etc .) .

' Consequently, AWC proposes designating all 17,645 acres of the
original WSA, including these unique peaks . The mines are
already excluded in a cherrystem .

., Results of Non-Designation

Failure to designate the Planet Peak Wilderness would result
' in significant deterioration of the area . The unit is close to

Parker and the southwest border is almost accessible by paved
road; also the route of the annual Parker 400 ORV race passes

I nearby . ORV damage is already occurring in the bajadas and
slopes bordering the mountains, and this would continue and
expand with non-designation . Mining activities would continue
and increase, with their consequent permanent destruction of the
land. The utility corridor would be developed, affecting 12-1/2
acres . Human impacts would no doubt drive the remaining bighorns
out of the area .

1

1

Planet Peak

232



AREA NAME & NUMBER : CACTUS PLAIN, AZ-050-014A/B
WSA ACREAGE: 70,360
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 62,325
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 70,360
INHOLDINGS: 1,920 acres of state land
LOCATION : Approximately 10 miles east of Parker

Description

Cactus Plain is a stabilized sand dune complex with a varied
landscape . One single rocky prominence in the extreme
northwestern corner of the unit rises to 1,464 feet . This is

' adjacent to Black Peak which has spiritual value to the
neighboring Colorado River Indians . Over the rest of Cactus`
Plain one can find an 1,100 foot hill, sculpted sandscapes
hardened into formations resembling gigantic seashells, smooth
multicolored pebbles dotting flat white sands sprinkled with
patches of vegetation . Looking further you will see soft rises
of silky soft red soil dotted with burrows or cliffs at the sides
of sand dunes hundreds of feet long . Elongated ridges of sand at
least forty feet high extend east/west for three miles in the
western sector . Multiple washes dissect the southern half and
one major wash, Osborn Wash borders on the north . Vegetation
here is unique to all of Arizona for there is a plant mix of
Sonoran and Mojave deserts . The Colorado River separating this
area from California has allowed the Arizona flora and fauna ., to
develop separately and differently . While some plants are easily
recognized like ocotillo, staghorn and creosote there are a
multitude of small, unusual "ice cream" plants producing seed and
pod for nourishment of animals .

' Wilderness Qualities

' There is a pristine quiet in Cactus Plain . With the minimal
600 foot elevation change over this area of seventy thousand
acres the very isolated high spots allow one to feel on top' of a
small world . Mountains ring the exterior borders of Cactus Plain
with unobstructed 360 degree views . The unique plant community
contained herein is recommended for preservation as a whole by
the Arizona Game and Fish Department . The Arizona State Parks
Department considers Cactus Plain a candidate for a designated
State Natural Area . The Arizona Natural Heritage Program has
identified two unique dunescrub plant communities here . The

' Hikriarigida-Ephedratrifuren-croton californicens dunescrub and
Hilariagigida mixed shrub dunescrub . Residents of the plain
include many state or federal listed threatened animals like . the
Mojave fringetoed lizard and the desert tortoise . The plain is a

' rich unique biological community containing such rare plants :.as
parasitic succulents, Androstephium breviflorum, Nemaciadus
glandulifera v . orientalis and Pholisam arenarium . Blossoms'

' generally are in pastels of yellow, white, pink or purple .
Cactus blooms are soft greens or pinkish whites as well as the
rich magenta . This area would be a truly unique addition to the

' National Wilderness Preservation System .
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Resource Analysis

The mineral potential in this area is rated very low with
only two mining sites having been explored . Some limited grazing
occurs in the northern portion of this area, but none is
currently allowed in the southern portion and there are no
reliable sources of water . The terrain in this biological
community is ideal for exploration by individuals of all ages and
skills with botanical or zoological interests .

Recommendations

The BLM proposes deletion of a power corridor along the
WSA's western boundary . Such a development would mar the vistas
currently found when exploring Cactus Plain . The greatest

`r concentration of miles-long stabilized dunes is in the western
sector, and eliminating these cuts out a vital part of the area .
Developing an eastern Parker townsite would take away the highest

' rocky peaks in the unit . Sacrificing the western portion of the
Plain for future development would sacrifice the wilderness
quality experience within this area . We recommend inclusion of
all acreage as wilderness . State inholdings should be traded for

`' land outside the proposed wilderness .

Results of Non-Designation

Cactus Plain would likely suffer future mineral exploration
I even though the mineral potential is low . Also, incursion by .

off-road vehicles is likely to increase and tear up this pristine
environment . Wilderness designation would provide wildlife

. protection for the entire biological community rather than just a
4 core area . Lack of protection would permit destruction of the
1 , fragile ecosystems present .

1

I
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' AREA NAME &
WSA ACREAGE :
BLM PROPOSED

' AWC PROPOSED
INHOLDINGS :
LOCATION :

!1UMBER : EAST CACTUS PLAIN, AZ-050-017
13,735

ACREAGE: 13,735
ACREAGE : 13,735

640 acres of state land
Approximately 16 miles east of Parker

' Description

East Cactus Plain has all of the same features of Cactus
Plain but is simply the eastern end of the complex . The Central
Arizona Project bisects this biological community from the larger
segment of Cactus Plain also recommended for wilderness . East
Cactus Plain has the stabilized sand dunes, sand sculptures,
smaller flats of sand dotted with pebbles and rounded hills of
silky red sand filled with burrows . While it has no extremely
high hills within, there is one dominant rise of three hundred`
feet above the soft rolling dunes laced with wide sandy washes .
It also contains unusual plant mixes (Sonoran and Mojave Deserts)
similar to Cactus Plain .

Wilderness Qualities

While East Cactus Plain may appear to be small the unit
amply allows for solitude because of the rolling terrain . The
house-high dunes buffer sights or sounds . This section of Cactus
Plain (which it is in reality) is closer to the mountains on the
south and east so the vistas are equally breathtaking . Cloud
formation on the mountains lends a moodiness to the unit and
patterns shadows over the sands . The unique plant communities
within hold the same special status with Arizona Game and Fish
Department, The Nature Conservancy and Arizona State Parks
Department . Botanists have identified rare plant candidates in
East Cactus Plain which have not yet been found in Cactus Plain
and vice versa . The flora and fauna in these two units should be
preserved as if they were still the one community prior to
bisection by the CAP .

Resource Analysis

Low mineral potential exists for this area . No grazing ``
occurs here now, and there are no sources of water . The terrain
is ideal also for exploration by individuals of all ages and
skills with botanical or zoological interests .

Recommendations

The BLM and AWC concur that this entire unit should be
recommended for Wilderness as essentially an extension of the
proposed Cactus Plain Wilderness . Wilderness designation will
protect the unique plant communities found here from surface
disturbing activities . The state inholding should be traded out
of this area for land elsewhere .
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Results of Non-Designation

If East Cactus Plain is not preserved for the wilderness
system it will suffer degradation from off-road vehicle use . It
is laced with large washes and entry to the unit from the
adjacent roads would destroy the animals and plants within ., Also
any mineral exploration would permanently and totally degrade the
living space for plants and animals . This area has already had
one part of it intruded upon by the CAP . What remains should now
be preserved .
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.AREA NAME & NUMBER :,...'
-.r?SA ACREAGE :
ELM PROPOSED ACREAGE :

' aWC PROPOSED ACREAGE :
~LNHOLDINGS :
_JOCATION :

SWANSEA, AZ-050-015A
41,690
11,795
41,690
640 acres private land
25 Miles east of Parker

description

The area has a highly diversified topography with several'
' -;enters of interest . In the heart of the WSA, the Bill Williams

;River winds for six miles, bordered by cottonwood, willow,
;mesquite, salt cedar, seepwillow baccharis, and arrowweed .

' :hannelled into a canyon by the Rawhide Mountains on the north'
find the Buckskin Mountains on the south, the river broadens
.onsiderably after Centennial Wash enters it near the western

I boundary of the WSA . North of the river, the main feature is
Black Mesa, looming over Centennial Wash . To the east of that
wash is a complex of peaks and hills with intervening washes
whose ruggedness also provides striking views of Black Mesa .

' North of Black Mesa, the landscape slopes more gently with
Intervening washes and several isolated peaks . The area south 'of
the river is largely hilly, climbing from about .750 feet

' elevation at the river to several peaks of more than 2,000 feet
elevation, the highest being about 2,500 feet . A series of
washes drain into the river, mostly broad and thickly dotted with

' palo verde and ironwood trees . Some of the washes slope gently
to the river, some more abruptly . Boundaries of this WSA consist
of roads, natural gas pipelines, an electric powerline, State
land, and private land .

' Wilderness Qualities

' The various centers of interest in the WSA (river
canyon, mesa, isolated peaks, broad washes, hills) provide a
.̂ighly attractive mix of experiences to interest backpackers, day
^ikers, horseback riders, canoeists, kayakers, river rafters,

' .nner-tubers, hunters, photographers, wildlife observers
especially birders) and nature lovers . The river and associated
_iparian habitat (530 acres) is the crown jewel of the WSA, with

I iany sensitive wildlife species found only in riparian areas,
such as Bell's vireo, yellow-billed cuckoo, summer tanager, and
unite-faced ibis . The well-loved desert tortoise and desert

' :ighorn sheep are present, as is the well-respected Gila monster .
:n addition, the river canyon has been recommended as the Banded
_anyon National Natural Landmark by an evaluation team from the

E :niversity of Arizona Department of Geoscience, .consisting of
truce Wachter, W . B . Bull, and S . J . Reynolds . Alternating
:ayers of schist and gneiss create the banded effect . This WSA

..s also in a transition zone between the Sonoran Desert to the
south and the Mohave Desert to the north . There are ten cultural
sites that are eligible to be listed on the National Register .
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.'ri Besides these special features, the area in general providess
to great solitude because of its large size, remoteness from

well-traveled roads, and rugged topography. No one just passes
through this area on the way to somewhere else ; the only reason

{, to travel this way is to get to this area . Conditions are
primitive, with no facilities or developed recreation areas

I within many miles of the area . Unconfined recreational
opportunities are outstanding . There is no significant
environmental disturbance in the area .

' Resource Analysis

1

1

There are 90 mining claims in the WSA, but BLM projects that
only six of these are likely to be developed, along with four
explorations, all of which could directly impair 922 acres,
including 3 .25 miles of new mining roads . BLM anticipates that
these mining developments will occur south of the river, mostly
on the southern and western peripheries of the WSA . This is . one
of two areas of high mineral potential . The other occurs north.
of the river in the easternmost part of the WSA . An area of
moderate mineral potential occurs in the.-south central portion of
the_WSA . The great majority of the WSA thus is of little or no
mineral potential . Minerals include silver, manganese, gold,
copper, and iron . The WSA contains some evidence of past mining
activity, such as mine tunnels and shafts, a retort oven,
prospects and vehicle ways . Some of these are near the river . .
Nevertheless, BLM agrees that none of this significantly detracts
from the overwhelming naturalness of the WSA .

Two grazing allotments overlay the WSA ; Planet, which
includes most of the WSA, and Primrose, which contains the
easternmost part of the WSA . The Planet allotment is for
ephemeral use only and thus contains no permanent cattle, while
Primrose currently has neither a grazing preference nor licensed
use for cattle . Two-thirds of the Primrose allotment is in poor
to fair condition, and 99 percent of the allotment is static in
trend .

The WSA is bordered by a 69 KV electric powerline on the
north for about four miles, and by natural gas pipelines on the
east and southeast for a total of about 12 miles . BLM claims a
designated utility corridor of seven miles exists along the
eastern boundary of the WSA and extends one-half mile into the, .

.WSA (Draft Yuma District Wilderness EIS, p. 133), but a check of
the Final Yuma District Resource Management Plan (Map 8) fails to
substantiate this .

BLM estimates 475 motorized visitor days/year in the WSA .-,
This is about 0 .87 percent of all motorized visitor days in the
Yuma District . The Swansea WSA comprises 3 .5 percent of the Yuma
District . Off-road vehicle use is thus insignificant in the WSA .

This area contains four Category 2 Federal Candidate species
for the Endangered and Threatened List : white-faced ibis,
western yellow-billed cuckoo, desert tortoise, and Gila monster
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It may also contain the Federal Category 2 Candidate plant,
barrel cactus ( Ferocactus acanthodes var . acanthodes ) . In
addition, this WSA contains the state-protected (equivalent to
threatened) desert bighorn sheep .

Recommendations

BLM has recommended wilderness status for 11,795 acres out
of 41,690 in the WSA. This is only 28 percent of the WSA, and is
mostly in the east central portion on either side of the Bill
Williams River . Vast areas in the south, north, and east are
excluded to accommodate ORVs and possible mining. Yet while BLM
anticipates mining and exploration only in the westernmost and
southernmost sections south of the river (with one exception),
nearly the whole area south of the river is not recommended for
wilderness on the basis that visual impacts and noise from 922
acres of mining destroy wilderness values on 10,000 acres . Even
the projected mining activities may be in doubt - BLM doesn't
even anticipate mining in the "high potential" area north of the
river and one mining area in the south central part of the WSA
has produced only 120 ounces of gold . It is also clear that the
WSA has a much higher value for dispersed, non-motorized
recreation than for motorized recreation . BLM estimates that if
all of Swansea were designated wilderness, non-motorized
recreation would increase by 900 percent while even if no
wilderness were designated, motorized recreation would increase
by only 100 percent .

Results of Non-Designation

Non-designation of this area would allow destruction of
wilderness values from mining, ORVs, and utilities . Even under
BLM's proposed partial wilderness, BLM estimates 12,250 acres of
the WSA would lose their wilderness qualities an area larger' than
BLM proposes as wilderness (11,795 acres) . BLM proposes to''

' relocate an ORV race course into the WSA for 1 .25 miles .
Indiscriminate off-road driving, with the river as a destination,
will severely impact the riparian vegetation an attempt to
reestablish cottonwoods and willows . New utility lines on the
eastern boundary will encroach one-half mile into the WSA . New

'. mining roads (at least 3 .25 miles) would also increase ORV use .
Non-motorized recreationists would find not the peaceful,
solitary wilderness this could be but rather more roads, more

' ORVs, more mining scars, more mining traffic, and an intensive
ORV race going right through what used to qualify as a
wilderness . BLM never says that their excluded areas don't
qualify as wilderness, but rather that they prefer to sacrifice'

'. the wilderness qualities of this area for mining and ORV use .

f .

i
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' AREA NAME & NUMBER: SOUTH TRIGO MOUNTAINS, AZ-050-023A
WSA ACREAGE: 4,500
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE: 0
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE: 4,500

∎ INHOLDINGS: None
LOCATION : 25 miles north of Yuma, and adjacent;'tothe proposed Imperial and Trigo

Mountains wilderness areas .

' Description

The South Trigo Mountains contain mountains and hills
' separated by washes ranging from small, rocky, and narrow to

large, sandy, and broad, such as Red Cloud and Black Rock Washes .
Elevations range from 360 feet above sea level in the washes to
over 1200 feet on top of the mountains . Vegetation is sparse,

∎ with brownish soils and rocks most evident . The dispersed plants
∎ provide patches of contrast, with denser vegetation along washes

providing a pleasing ribbon of subdued greens . Spring brings a
' profusion of flowering trees, shrubs, and annuals, especially, in

years of higher than normal rainfall, which is less than seven
inches .

I
Wilderness Qualities

Exploring the winding washes gives a splendid feeling of
' solitude, be they narrow and confining, or broad and nurturant of

meandering strolls to observe plants, animals, rocks, and vistas .
The rugged topography also contributes to isolation from others

' present in the area . Evidence of recent human occupation
consists of only a few mining prospects and associated one mile
of vehicle ways in Black Rock Wash . Opportunities for primitive

I recreation abound and unconfined recreation is enhanced by this
unit's contiguity with the Trigo Mountains and Imperial
Wilderness areas, providing an opportunity to travel from the
rough interior to the lusher banks of the Colorado River . The
area is attractive for hiking, backpacking, horseback riding, ;

' nature study, photography, and low-key orienteering .

Resource Analysis

' BLM includes this WSA in an area of high mineral Potential
with a former silver mine included. However, there are only 57

' mining claims within the WSA and recent exploration by mining,
companies has been outside the WSA . Most former and all current
mines have already been excluded from the WSA through the

' intensive inventory, leaving the most desirable mining areas open
to exploitation while preserving the most desirable wilderness .

Grazing is not permitted in the WSA . The area receives an
' average of less than seven inches of rain annually .

The area supports a small herd'of desert bighorn sheep and
' eleven other special status species may be present, including one
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federal endangered species (peregrine falcon), seven federal
candidate species, and two state threatened species . Other
animals include a variety of mammals (especially rodents and
bats), birds, lizards, and snakes . Plants include small trees
such as palo verde, ironwood, and mesquite ; shrubs such as
creosote bush, desert lavender, brittlebush, and sweet bush, and
in the spring, a profusion of annuals .

Cultural resources are unknown because no inventory has been
made, but probably include some sites eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places . Some of these may be petroglyph
sites .

Recreation use is very limited, making this a highly
desirable area for wilderness . What activity occurs includes
hiking, horseback riding, ORV driving, hunting, rockhounding
and mineral removal .

Recommendations

BLM rejects this entire WSA for wilderness because of
mineral potential . However, virtually all mining exploration and
production have been outside the WSA . Apparently mining interest
focuses on the northern and eastern parts of the WSA . The
Arizona Wilderness Coalition recommends that this WSA be
designated wilderness and combined with the adjacent BLM Trigo
Mountains WSA (5-23B) and Imperial National Wildlife Refuge
wilderness to create a single 56,420 Imperial-Trigo Wilderness .
This would best protect the resources for wilderness, as is
explained in the next section .

Results of Non-Designation

Mining, should it occur in this area, will have a drastic
effect on wilderness qualities . The mines, associated roads, .
heavy traffic, and noise will not only destroy solitude and
primitive and unconfined recreation in the area, but will also
bring more sightseeing traffic on the new roads, ORV wandering
from the roads, and loss of wildlife habitat and likely loss of
wildlife from displacement and disturbance . This includes desert
bighorn sheep habitat, which extends over the entire 4,500 acre
WSA. Even if two pre-FLPMA mining claims in the WSA are
developed, the area will still be protected from further mineral
development . Yet more serious will be pressures from mining
companies for access to the Colorado River through the Imperial
National Wildlife Refuge wilderness or Trigo Mountains WSA .
Mineral development in the South Trigo WSA must be viewed ina
larger context of future demands for access to markets and
expansion of exploration into adjacent areas . This is why the
Arizona Wilderness Coalition recommends a combined Imperial - ;
Refuge-Trigo Mountains-South Trigo Mountains wilderness as the
best way to protect wilderness qualities in this isolated corner
.of Arizona .

(See map on page 267)
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : TRIGO MOUNTAINS, AZ-050-023 B
WSA ACREAGE : 36,870
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 29,095
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 36,870
INHOLDINGS : 80 acres of state land
LOCATION : 25 miles north of Yuma, and adjacent .to

the proposed Imperial and South Trigo
Mountains wilderness areas

Description

This area contains complex mountains and hills separated' by
interior valleys which contain narrow, winding washes or
sometimes broad washes such as Lopez Wash and Clip Wash . Elevation
ranges from 220 feet above sea level to more than 1250 feet . The
landscape contains predominantly earthy browns, from the lighter
soil to the darker rocks . Plants provide constant subtle green
patches with seasonal (primarily spring) outbursts predominantly
of bright yellow and violet from shrubs, small trees, and
wildflowers . , .

Wilderness Qualities

A person can easily find solitude in this area with deep
washes to explore and a rolling series of hills, as well as the
mountains, which serve as barriers to knowing the presence of
others . Recreation is primitive and unconfined . In many places,
one can obtain an uncluttered and unspoiled distant view to the
horizon, giving the feeling of great openness . Because
vegetation is sparse, it is easy to strike off cross-country
without any trail .

While there are a few small areas of past mining and 20-25
miles of vehicle ways, mostly by driving in washes, none of these
are significant enough to detract from the overwhelming
wilderness qualities . The area is highly suitable for camping,
day hiking, horseback riding, nature study, photography,
exploration, and dispersed orienteering . The presence of desert
bighorn sheep also lend a feeling of wildness to this area .

Resource Analysis

There are areas of high mineral potential in the northern
half and southeastern eighth of the WSA with some past mineral
production from within the WSA (mostly manganese, copper, silver,
and lead) . Production ceased in the 1950s . Nevertheless, mining
claims are relatively few, numbering only 50 .

There is no grazing permitted in the WSA, which receives
less than 10 inches of rain a year .
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The area is relatively unknown archaeologically, but BLM
projects a moderate probability of sites meeting criteria for
inclusion on .the National Register of Historic Places .

Most notably, the entire WSA is desert bighorn sheep
habitat, the second largest in the Yuma District . Three federal
candidate species may also be present ; two species of cacti,
and the elusive Yuma Puma, a form of the mountain lion adapted to
the rigors of desert life . A variety of mammals (especially
rodents), birds, lizards, and snakes are also present . There are
also some feral burros whose population periodically needs to be
reduced by capture .

Use is generally light, with limited camping, hunting,
rockhounding/weekend mining, hiking, horseback riding,
sightseeing, and ORV use . Longer horseback rides require
provisioning from motorized vehicles driven into the WSA . Most
of this use is concentrated in the more accessible parts of the
WSA .

Recommendations

BLM has recommended only partial wilderness for this area,
excluding 7,775 acres in the northwest, north, and southeast of
the WSA, as well as Clip Wash, which actually creates two
wilderness units of similar size bisected by the wash . The
excluded area was eliminated to accommodate mining and
recreational use (horseback riding), and because BLM now feels
that ORV impacts in the northwest of the WSA make it of poorer
quality for wilderness than the rest of the WSA, although still
meeting wilderness criteria .

Earlier in the wilderness review process, BLM divided the
original Trigo Mountain unit (5-23) into two units (5-23A and
5-23B) because the county claimed Red Cloud Wash was a road . This
unit is being carved into smaller ones for dubious reasons . . Red
Cloud Wash is not a road, but a wash, as examination of it shows .
Thus, units 5-23B (Trigo Mountains) and 5-23A (South Trigo
Mountains) should be recombined . Clip Wash should be closed
because it will only encourage illegal entry on the Imperial
National Wildlife Refuge if left open . People could drive all
the way across the Trigo WSA and will be attracted by the Clip
Mill Site and Colorado River in the Imperial Wilderness if Clip
Wash is left open to vehicles . In general, the Yuma District has
been over-stringent in evaluating areas for special designation,
as is evidenced by only one designated Area of Critical
Environmental Concern in the District .

Elimination of the northwest part of the WSA is another
example of this District's excessively high standards . While
the southeast portion of the WSA may have high mineral potential,
the great majority of developed mining has occurred outside the
WSA, and that is why much was already excluded from the WSA .
during the inventory process . A large part of the exclusion in
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the north of the WSA (the "Trigo gold placers") . is within a
Bureau of Reclamation withdrawal . It doesn't make sense to
eliminate this area from wilderness for mining when mining can't
occur .

Wilderness would best be served by combining this WSA with
the adjacent South Trigo Mountains WSA (5-23A) and the adjacent
proposed wilderness on the Imperial Refuge (see descriptions
elsewhere) . The Arizona Wilderness Coalition recommends creation
of this combined 56,420 acre Imperial-Trigo Wilderness . The
small parcel of state land within the wilderness boundaries
should be traded out of the area .

Results of Non-Designation

Non-designation of any or all of this WSA will seriously
impair what is now a predominantly natural area . The greatest
impacts will come from mining, including road construction and
the mines themselves . Primitive and unconfined recreation and
scenic and natural features will suffer . The mining access will
further encourage ORV use on and especially wandering from mining
roads .

Designating only part of the WSA may encourage more
concentrated ORV use in the non-designated part of the WSA, while
designating all of the WSA would force what ORV use there is
elsewhere . All this activity will adversely impact the Bighorn
Sheep . Leaving Clip Wash open will greatly diminish the area's
capability of providing unconfined recreation while at the same
time encouraging illegal entry onto the Imperial National Wildlife
Refuge .

(See map on page 267)
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : MUGGINS MOUNTAINS , AZ-050-053A
WSA ACREAGE: 14,455
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE: 8,855
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 14,455
INHOLDINGS: 0
LOCATION : 25 miles east of Yuma and 4 miles

northwest of Wellton

Description

Muggins Mountains WSA is a montane wilderness of diverse
terrain . In the western half, the mountains are particularly
rocky and rugged, and are dominated by several high peaks,
notably Klothos Temple, Muggins Peak, and Long Mountain . Several
large washes snake their way up into and around these peaks,
making excellent hiking trails . The rest of the WSA consists of
mostly lower hills and rocky outcrops dissected by sandy washes .
The vegetation is Sonoran desert scrub, with the sparse creosote,
brittlebush, and ocotillo cover of the hillsides contrasted with
the lush washes of ironwood and palo verde .

The Muggins Mountains are close to Yuma, providing a
convenient and spectacular hiking area, and as used by local
Sierra Club and Audubon Society members for that purpose . BLM .
plans to construct a trail head and parking area just outside the

' area's southern boundary to facilitate hiker access .

The 1987 Draft Yuma District Wilderness Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) recommends 8,855 acres of the 14,455 acre WSA for
wilderness designation . The eastern third of the WSA has been
deleted to allow development of uranium deposits, and 2 smaller
areas were dropped to "improve the northwestern boundary so it

' follows a natural geographic feature", and to exclude a wash used
as a vehicle way and the site of a proposed water catchment''for
wildlife . (See page 79 of the EIS .)

Wilderness Qualities

' The Muggins Mountains border agricultural lands to the south
and west, but after a short walk up one of the areas many
drainages, one needs to look closely to find signs of human .
disturbance . A hiker rapidly enters a stark landscape of jutting

t peaks, cliff faces, and deep washes on the western side, and
rolling, hilly Sonoran desert to the east . There are about5
miles of vehicle trails, but most are in desert washes and would,

' after a few storms, become unrecognizable if vehicle access were
prohibited . Some signs of old placer workings from the late
1800s can also be found in the western half of the WSA, but

' rather than intrude on wilderness qualities, they represent an
interesting link to the mining era and Arizona history .
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The flora and fauna are typical of rocky mountain ranges in
the central sonoran desert . Vegetation is generally spars .eand
mostly low-growing with the exception of saguaro cactus, ocotillo
and foothills palo verde on the slopes, and saguaro, foothills
and blue palo verde, ironwood, mesquite, smoke tree and bitter
condalia in the washes . The area does support some plants of
limited distribution such as holly-leaved bursage, Hoffmanseggia
microphylla, and possibly Wiggins' cholla and a red-spined :
variety of barrel cactus . Wildlife includes species such as the
chuckwalla, Gila monster, cactus wren, desert bighorn sheep, and
possibly desert tortoise and elf owl .

Resource Analysis

U .S . Geological Survey has studied the WSA and concluded
that, although minor gold deposits occur west and northwest of
Muggins Peak, the area has a low potential for mineralization .
Their report did, however, identify 3 small uranium deposits on
the eastern half of the VSA and classified them as having :
moderate potential for development . Nine claims exist in the
WSA .

A 500kV transmission line forms the northern boundary of the
area for about 9 miles . The utility corridor in which this line
travels extends 0 .5 miles into the WSA .

Grazing of livestock in the Muggins Mountains WSA is
prohibited .

Because of its opportunities for hiking, camping, hunting,
and other recreational activities, and since it is close to Yuma,
the Muggins Mountains are becoming an increasingly important
recreational area . The BLM Yuma District's Wilderness EIS (page
150) reports the area receives 600 visitor use days annually, of
which 170 are non-motorized and 430 are motorized .

Recommendations

Muggins Mountains has outstanding wilderness qualities and
is already an important hiking and camping area . To preserve the
natural character of this land, the entire area should be
designated wilderness . Non-designation would result in a
deterioration of the area's natural values and sense of
remoteness or solitude primarily because of its accessibility to
a growing body of off-road vehicle enthusiasts, and as a result
of power line construction in the utility corridor inside the
WSA's northern boundary .

BLM states the eastern third of the WSA was not recommended
for wilderness "to allow development of uranium deposits;" (Page
79 of the Yuma District Wilderness EIS), but the 2 miness
predicted to be developed under the "No Wilderness" alternative
would also be developed under wilderness designation, because
they are located on existing claims . BLM also states on, page 207
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of the document that these 2 mines, because of sights and sounds
of mining activity and traffic on the access road, would impair,>
wilderness values on 4,500 acres . They would impair wilderness'
values, but their impact should not be this widespread . The
terrain in the area of the deposits is broken and rolling,
affording few good vantage points . Also, development of these
mines is assumed by BLM, but little work has occurred at these-`
claims to date, and US Geological Survey found the area to have
only moderate potential for development of uranium deposits .

Results of Non-Designation

Not acting now to save this area as wilderness will likely
mean a gradual erosion and fragmentation of the area's '
recreational, scenic and wildlife values through increased
mineral exploration and ORV use .

1

250



AREA NAME & NUMBER : HAVASU NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
(NEEDLES),
NEEDLES EAST ADDITION, AZ-050-005 B``
CHEMEHUEVI/NEEDLES, AZ-050-004

WSA ACREAGE: 1,425
BLM PROPOSED ACREAGE : 2,510 (Fish and Wildlife Service)

960 (BLM)
3,470 Total

AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 21,575 (20,150 refuge, 1,425 BLM)
INHOLDINGS: 0
LOCATION : The Needles Wilderness, mostly. within

Havasu National Wildlife Refuge,
straddles the lower Colorado River in
the rugged mountainous terrain just
north of Lake Havasu City . Lands in`'n
both Arizona and California are
included .

Description

Needles Wilderness encompasses portions of the Mohave and
Chemehuevi Mountains and the precipitous Topock Gorge, but the
main channel of the Colorado River is excluded . It also includes
the Needles, a spectacular section of pinnacles and peaks formed
from ancient volcanic deposits .

i
' In 1971 Havasu National Wildlife Refuge proposed 17,751

acres of the Topock Gorge area as a wilderness . Primarily due to
conflicts with the management of Santa Fe Pacific subsurface

' mineral rights inholdings on the Arizona side, the refuge reduced
its proposal to 2,510 acres in 1975 . This revised proposal
eliminated all lands on the Arizona side from further
consideration .

' In 1987 the BLM Yuma District Wilderness Environmental
Impact Statement recommended for wilderness the 960 acre

' Chemehuevi/Needles addition on the west side of the refuge, but
the 465 acre parcel on the east side (Needles East Addition) was
not recommended as wilderness .

Wilderness Qualities

The terrain is quite rugged and diverse with road or trail
access in only 3 places : between Arizona Highway 95 and
Blankenship Valley, from Interstate 10 into the Needles, and on
two short trails in the BLM Needles East addition . The area is
little used; scars of human use are few and typically of an
historic nature, such as the old Jackpot and Gold Dome Mines .
The boundary configuration is in a solid block form with a
moderate perimeter-to-core distance . All these factors
contribute to an outstanding opportunity for solitude and
primitive recreation .

There is a striking contrast in plant and animal communities
between the sparsely vegetated desert uplands and the rich river
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' bottomland. Fauna and flora are extremely diverse in the Needles
Wilderness due to this broad range of available habitats : from
aquatic and riparian to rocky desert scrub, creosote flatlands

' ! and dunes . The Yuma clapper rail, peregrine falcon, and bald
eagle, all endangered species, inhabit Topock Gorge seasonally or
in migration . A small herd of bighorn sheep inhabit the rocky

j uplands, and the wetlands along the river support large numbers'
of wintering waterfowl and serve as a breeding area for the
Clark's grebe .

' Resource Analysis

Water based recreation has increased steadily in recent
' years with the growth of recreational opportunities at Lake

Havasu . The Needles Wilderness, however, attracts few visitors .
# Wilderness designation would have little impact on recreational

demands, and would enhance the wildlife and watershed values for'
which this area is primarily managed . Some backwater and.marsh
areas have been included in this proposal, but they are not

i accessible by boat from the main channel of the river .

A few small historic mining sites and two unpatented mining
i claims are within the proposed wilderness boundaries ; however, no

' significant mineral deposits are known to exist here or in
adjacent mountain ranges . The Needles Wilderness Proposal
authored by the Fish and Wildlife Service states that "probably
the greatest value of the areas geologic resources is that to be'
derived from its scenic and educational opportunities ."

'
Livestock grazing is now prohibited within the Needles

Wilderness area within the wildlife refuge .

The majority of the proposed wilderness area lies within the
boundaries of and is managed by the Havasu National Wildlife'
Refuge. The management objectives of the refuge are to assure
protection and maintenance of all fish and wildlife resources, to
provide interpretive and educational opportunities, to provide

' recreation, and to assure optimum opportunity for environmental
and ecological research . Under section 6RM 8 .8 of the Refuge
Manual, activities essential to promoting these objectives, such

' as maintenance of bighorn sheep watering holes, would be allowed
ndeadh s astu y arin the wilderness area . These parcels are bot

are managed to protect their wilderness characteristics .''

Lands adjacent to the river are Bureau of Reclamation
withdrawn or acquired, but are managed by the refuge . Bureau of
Reclamation is responsible for river management activities such

' as flood control and water deliveries for commercial and domestic
use, however no work is .carried out in Topock Gorge . Bankline
structures and levees are absent from the proposed wilderness .
Also, a siltation basin upstream at Topock prevents the channel'
from silting in, thus precluding the need for dredging . Bureau of

° Reclamation supported the 1975 wilderness proposal .
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Santa Fe Pacific Railroad owns title to subsurface mineral
rights in a checkerboard pattern on the Arizona side of the
river. These rights include not only title, but the right to

' place surface structures such as shafts , wells, pipelines and
railroads, and to operate gravel pits and quarries . Havasu
Refuge proposed in 1979 to purchase these mineral rights and then
to once again consider the Arizona side for wilderness

' designation. However, this proposal has not yet been
implemented .

' Recommendations

The AWC recommends designation of 21,575 acres of wilderness
and that the BLM's Needles East Addition WSA be made a part of

' Havasu National Wildlife Refuge for ease of -management .

_ Results of Non-Designation

The Needles Wilderness presents a spectacular view from the
Topock Gorge area . Non-designation could result in mining of the
area which could destroy this magnificent panorama .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER: KOFA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
KOFA UNIT 3 SOUTH, AZ-050-031

f KOFA UNIT 4 NORTH, AZ-050-033
KOFA UNIT 4 SOUTH, AZ-050-034

WSA ACREAGE: 16,520
' AGENCY PROPOSED ACREAGE : 543,980 (542,600 Fish & Wildlife

Service; 1,380 BLM)
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 653,260 (636,740 F&WS ; 16,520 BLM')' .
INHOLDINGS : 204 acres of private land, 1,565 acres

of patented mining claims
LOCATION : The proposed Kofa Wilderness is located

east of Highway 95 between Yuma and
f Quartzsite, Arizona. The area AWC :
' proposes is predominately Kofa National

Wildlife Refuge, but also contains 3 BLM
WSA on the refuge's western boundary .
One BLM WSA on the north, the New Water

' Mountains, is also proposed for
wilderness and for addition to the Kofa
Refuge and is described elsewhere in

' this proposal.

i

Description

The Kof a Refuge encompasses a large portion of the rugged
Sonoran Desert mountains and alluvial plains of southwestern

' Arizona . Included are the steep and rocky Kofa and Castle Dome
Mountains with scenic canyons such as Kofa Queen, Palm Canyon,
and Big Eye Wash, and high peaks such as Castle Dome and Signal

' Peak, the highest peak in southwestern Arizona at 4,877 feet .
Neversweat Ridge, the Livingston Hills, and portions of the Tank
and New Water Mountains round out the montane areas of this

' desert wilderness . The alluvial areas, which make up about a
third of the refuge, are gently sloping plains which drain the
mountainous areas by way of lushly vegetated washes .

The climate is hot and dry with rainfall averaging 8 inches
in the mountains and 3 inches on the alluvial plains .
Temperatures regularly exceed 100 degrees F in the summer months

' and sub-freezing winter temperatures are uncommon, particularly
in the lowlands .

The diversity of terrain affords a wide range of habitats
for desert flora and fauna : 44 species of mammals, about 46 :,
species of reptiles and amphibians, 185 birds, and nearly 250
species of plants have been recorded . The refuge is a rich`
Sonoran desert ecosystem, ecologically more similar to the '
deserts of central Arizona that the drier, deserts around the
lower Colorado River . Many species are at or near the western or
southern edges of their distributions, such as the Arizona coral
snake, black-tailed rattlesnake, curve-billed thrasher, and`
white-thorn acacia . In at least 3 shaded canyons of the Kofa
range, California fan palms can be found along with-other relicts
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' from the cooler and wi

Mountain barberry and
especially well-known

' desert bighorn sheep,
been used extensively
sheep populations .

titter Pleistocene period such as Kofa
Turbinella oak . The Kofa Refuge is
for it productive and healthy population of
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Evidence of pre-European occupancy dating to as early as
10,000 years ago is abundant in the proposed wilderness in the,
form of stone tools, sleeping circles, trails, cairns, potsherds,
petroglyphs, and other artifacts . More apparent, is evidence-'
from the mining period, which peaked during the late 1800s and
early 1900s . Numerous mining shafts, tunnels, and structures'"
from this period, as well as recent mining efforts, are
especially prevalent near Polaris Mountain on the south edge of
the Kofa Mountains and in the Castle Dome Mining District, on the
southwestern edge of the Castle Dome Mountains . These have been
excluded from our wilderness proposal .

Wilderness Qualities

Kofa Refuge, because of its size, and diverse and often
rugged terrain presents one of the most outstanding opportunities
for solitude and wilderness experience anywhere in the desert
Southwest. The interior of the proposed wilderness is accessible
via a few dirt roads, most of which are not maintained, and many
are passable only by 4-wheel drive, high clearance vehicles .
Over half of these roads and vehicle ways would remain open and
would be excluded from wilderness designation . Because of the
size of the area, these routes would detract only minimally from
the areas wilderness qualities . They would provide access for
agency personnel and visitors to the otherwise remote portions of
the refuge .

The canyons, washes, bajadas, and peaks between the roads
provide outstanding opportunity for non-motorized recreation such
as nature observation, hiking, backpacking, hunting, and
rockclimbing. From atop peaks like Castle Dome or Signal Peak, a
view of the refuge and surrounding desert areas is afforded which
is unequaled in the Southwest . On a clear day one can look
northwest to 10,800 foot Mt San Jacinto in Southern California,
southwest to the Penisular Ranges in Baja California, south to
the ranges of Cabeza Prieta, and east and south to the Palomas~
and Growler Mountains .

Resource Analysis

The Kofa Refuge serves as an important recreation area,
particularly during the winter months . Camping accounts for the
greatest percentage of recreational use . 40 percent of all
recreational use is for hunting: quail, dove, rabbits, desert
mule deer, and bighorn sheep are the important game species .
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Access for campers, hunters , and other visitors to the
refuge is restricted to designated routes only . Camping is
currently allowed along all roads . A 100 foot corridor along
roadways is excluded from the wilderness proposal to allow

' continuance of this policy . A developed recreational site at
Crystal Hill , and two tracts of private lands near Livingston's
Well totalling 240 acres have also been excluded from the
wilderness proposal .

Mining for gold , silver, galena , manganese , flourspar,

'
tungsten , and copper has been historically an important use of
the refuge ; some mining persists to the present as well . 46
patented claims on 1565 acres and over 1073 unpatented claims
exist on the refuge . An additional 20 unpatented claims and,,
1,280 acres of oil and gas leases occur on BLM ' s Kofa Unit 4 :
Northern Addition . All patented claims exist in the area around
King of Arizona and North Star Mines , and in the Castle Dome
Mining District; both areas are excluded from the wilderness' '
proposal .

Despite the large number of claims, few have been worked .I since the early part of the century . Exceptions include the `Hull
Mine in the Castle Dome District , and a cyanide leaching process
to extract gold from tailings at the King of Arizona Mine . Even

' during the heyday of mining , 60 to 100 years ago, the miners were
lucky to break even working claims on the present -day refuge . No
truly successful mining ventures are known . The most productive
mine , The King of Arizona , lost 1 .5 million dollars during its 14

' years of operation from 1896 to 1910 . The present cyanide
leaching operation has yet to turn a profit .

1 ' Except for valid claims filled prior to 1974 , refuge lands
are currently closed to mineral entry . No livestock grazing
occurs on the refuge , but all of 3,400 acres of Kofa Unit 3
Southern Addition and 1,600 acres of Kofa Unit 4 NorthernL
Addition are in grazing allotments .

' Management objectives of the Kofa Refuge include
preservation of native plants and animals, particularly
threatened and endangered species, optimum opportunity for
ecological research, interpretive programs and services, and an

' opportunity for a variety of recreational uses . Management to
preserve and enhance bighorn sheep habitat has also been an
important objective . Under section 6 RM 8 .8 of the Refuge

I Manual, activities essential to promoting these objectives, such
as maintenance of bighorn watering holes, would be allowed in :.the
wilderness area . The three BLM units are wilderness study areas
and are managed to preserve their wilderness qualities .

∎ In 1974 Kofa Refuge issued a draft Environmental Impact,
Statement in which 542,600 acres were recommended for wilderness .

' Designation of wilderness, however was held up until a mineral
survey could be done, which would be used to fully evaluate the
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impacts of wilderness designation on mineral development . TheIi field survey is now complete but at the time of this writing the
findings are not yet available to the public. -

The 1987 BLM Yuma District Wilderness Environmental Impact
Statement recommended 1,380 acres of the-1,900 acre Kofa Unit 4
Northern Addition as wilderness, but proposes returning the other
two BLM parcels to non-wilderness uses .

Unlike lands under U .S . Forest Service or BLM jurisdiction,
the Fish and Wildlife Service has very limited oversight of :
mining activities on the refuge . There is a need for agency
review of plans of operation, and agency modification of those
plans where they conflict with refuge objectives .

Other agencies and companies currently make use of or have
facilities on the refuge . Arizona Game and Fish Department_

' coordinates with refuge personnel on habitat management projects
and bighorn sheep work, particularly sheep transplants . The'
AWC proposal is consistent with these wildlife management
activities, which could continue under the "minimum tool"

' requirement . The Department of the Army has overflight use,.-,of
about 80 percent of the refuge ; as a result, occasional flihts

' of military aircraft between 1500 and 80,000 feet may be noted
from the wilderness . As with the Cabeza Prieta Refuge, the :AWC
proposal would protect wilderness qualities while being
consistent with military airspace requirements . A existing

' pipeline/powerline corridor south of the New Water Mountains, and
a microwave site and its access road in the Livingston Hills are
excluded from the wilderness proposal . Another pipeline/powerline

' corridor skirts the west edge of Kofa Unit 4 Northern Addition
and the northwest corner of Kofa Unit 4 Southern Addition .

Recommendations

' AWC proposes an integrated management concept for wilderness
in this area . The areas we recommend for wilderness in the BLM

' administered Kofa Units (3 South, 4 North and 4 South) and New
Water Mountains should be transferred to the Kofa Refuge, as
proposed by the Refuge and currently under application . This

' would create larger units under single agency management . In
addition, AWC recommends several closures of vehicle ways or
roads on the refuge to better protect wilderness qualities joy
creating wider blocks . This results in 1) a northern area

' centering on the New Water Mountains but excluding a disturbed
area west of the New Water ; 2) a central area found on the`Kofa
Mountains and King Valley with a road forming a boundary and

' allowing access to the east side of the refuge ; 3) a southern and
eastern, reverse L-shaped area including the greater part of the
Castle Dome Mountains, King Valley, the Tank Mountains, the . .

' western part of Palomas Plain and the Little Horn Mountains ; 4) a
southwestern unit including the northwest part of the Castle Dome
Mountains and two of the three BLM Kofa units, and 5) a smaller
unit including the Livingston Hills . Access to Palm Canyon would
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' remain open by a cherrystemmed road . The route through McPherson
Pass would also remain open, as would Horse Tanks, a popular
picnic and camping area . AWC recommends bringing the wilderness

I boundary up to the existing right-of-way for the existing
east-west pipeline and transmission line to prevent future
projects of this kind from using this route .

' Results of Non-Designation

The most serious and immediate effects of non-designation
I would be intense mineral exploration and potential development .

While this could be delayed by the current mineral withdrawal,
the withdrawal expires in the early 1990's . New roads and ways

' would penetrate secluded areas and bighorn sheep and other
wildlife would suffer from harassment and habitat loss . ORVs..,
would not only follow and stray from mining routes but also
criscross the gently slopes and valleys . Utilities would seek

I multiple corridors across the refuge from communications and . .
commodities such as electricity, crude oil, and natural gas
produced elsewhere . A once-unique and scenic expanse would

' become carved up and disturbed by an overwhelming profusion of
human intrusions, damaging the potential of this area to appeal
to visitors from a nationwide area .



' AREA NAME & NUMBER : CABEZA PRIETA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
USFWS PROPOSED ACREAGE : 833,500
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 894,000

I INHOLDINGS: None
LOCATION : In southwestern Arizona, along the

Mexican border between Yuma and Ajo

I Description

' The Cabeza Prieta is a premier Sonoran Desert Wilderness' of
vast proportions . It contains six mountain ranges of "block
fault" construction oriented in a northwest to southeast

' direction and separated by wide alluvial valleys . Summers are
hot and dry, winters are mild . Precipitation varies from nine
inches annually in the east to only three inches in the western
end near Yuma .

The refuge is bounded by Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument
on the east and by the Mexican border on the south . To the north
and west are Bureau of Land Management Lands under withdrawal'' for
use by the Barry M. Goldwater Air Force Range, (formerly Luke .Air
Force Range) . Except for 34,560 acres in the southeastern-'
section of the refuge, the refuge is part of the Air Force Range .
The refuge land is managed by the Department of Interior, while
the overlying air space is managed by the Department of Defense .
Cabeza Prieta currently stretches 60 miles east to west and
between 15 and 40 miles north to south. In a 1970 Master Plan,
the USFWS recommended adding approximately four townships - 12
miles by 12 miles - to the Refuge on the far western end. This
area, which includes the Tinajas Altas Mountains, was included in
the agency's 1971 Wilderness Proposal . The Department of
Interior renewed the transfer proposal in 1977 . The AWC
endorses all of these proposals .

The earliest confirmed human habitation in the Refuge dates
back 10,000 - 12,000 years, with evidence of their presence
primarily at natural water sources .

Several historic travel routes exist in the Refuge,
including the Camino del Diablo, which is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places . The Camino served as an important
route to California beginning in the 1500's, and up through the
California Gold Rush . Many primitive graves can be found along
the way . Insignificant and localized mining and ranching
activities in a limited portion of the Refuge comprised the chief
form of historic human occupation and impact .

vegetation is varied and typical of the Sonoran Desert :
palo verde, mesquite, ironwood and creosote bush are the main
woody species . Numerous native grasses, herbs and flowering, .'
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plants seasonally carpet
. yuccas, agaves, and many

pipe, cholla and prickly

the rocky or sandy terrain, dotted with
cacti species such as saguaro, organ
pear .

Over sixty species of mammals, forty of reptiles and
amphibians and at least two hundred species of birds inhabit: the
Refuge and surrounding Air Force'Range . These include dozens of
species of concern to state or federal agencies, such as the,
endangered Sonoran Pronghorn antelope (which exists only here, in
Organ Pipe Cactus. National Monument and in an unprotected area
across the Mexican border), the desert tortoise, Gila monster,
desert bighorn sheep and others . The Sonoran Pronghorn is the
only threatened or endangered animal with an active recovery
plan . Conservation of habitat for the desert bighorn sheep' was a
key rationale for the creation of the Refuge back in 1939 .

Wilderness Qualities

Cabeza Prieta is the third largest Wildlife Refuge in the
lower 48 states . It is one of the few remaining large .blocks of
undivided, uninhabited desert wilderness, and certainly the
largest complete ecosystem in the United States, south of Alaska .
The overall ecology of the Refuge is one of the most undisturbedd
in the nation . This vast, untamed domain provides a unique and
unexcelled opportunity for wilderness recreation and, more
importantly, the large-scale protection of natural desert
environments, conservation of wildlife habitat, and the
preservation of history .

In 1965 the Department of Interior recommended the "'
establishment of a Sonoran Desert National Park, encompassing the
Cabeza Prieta, the Tinajas Altas additions, and Organ Pipe Cactus
National Monument . The Refuge has also been recommended for
designation as an International Biosphere Reserve under UNESCO's
"Man in the Biosphere" program, along with Mexico's Pinacate
Federal Reserve just south of the border . Organ Pipe already
enjoys this-designation . In 1971 the USFWS recommended
Wilderness protection for 744,00 acres of the Refuge--86 percent
of the land area . After public hearings, adjustment and
additions brought the total recommended acreage to 833,500 .

Resource Analysis

Mineral entry is precluded from all refuge lands within the
Barry M . Goldwater Air Force Range, but is allowed on the 34,560
acres outside the military withdrawal area . No significant
deposits are known to occur in the Refuge . No livestock grazing
is permitted in the Refuge . The Air Force contracted with the
School of Renewable Natural Resources at the University of
Arizona to develop a plan for directing resource management
activities, which was completed in 1986 . The plan documents the
natural and cultural resources of the Refuge and the adjacent Air
Force Range, and makes recommendations to protect these resources
without compromising military operations . The AWC proposal is
compatible with this plan .
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' Recommendations

The recommended wilderness consists of three units . Unit #1
includes land north of the Camino de Diablo and east of the road
from Tule Well north through Christmas Pass, the Tule Desert and
the Mohawk Valley . This totals approximately 561,000 acres after

' excluding certain unqualified parcels in the northeast corner` of
the area . Unit #2 assumes that the Tinajas Atlas addition will
be adopted as .proposed, and includes land north of the Camino del
Diablo, west of the Christmas Pass /Tule Desert road, and east of

' the road leading north across the Lechuguilla Desert in the
direction of Ligurta, totalling approximately 161,000 acres .
Unit #3 includes all land south of the Camino del Diablo to the

' Mexican border, and west of the Lechuguilla Desert road,
totalling approximately 175,000 acres . The three roads
identified above, which constitute the boundaries separating the

' three units from each other, are assumed to have a 300-foot-wide
right of way excluded from the Wilderness, leaving a net total of
approximately 894,000 acres in the Wilderness . If the proposed
Tinajas Altas addition is not adopted, the Wilderness area would
be reduced to approximately 814,000 acres .

The following unqualified parcels in Unit #1 have been
excluded from the proposed Wilderness . In Township 11-S, Range
7-W : all of Section 1 which contains an observation tower ; all of
Sections 25 and 36, which contain radio facilities on Childs
mountain and roads serving them ; and a portion of the northeast
corner of Section 26 above the 2,000 foot contour line, which
also contains a road and radio facility . In townships 12-5`and
13-S, Ranges 7-W and 8-W, the entire area south of the Pozo
Salado/Charley Bell Well road, and east and northeast of the road
which parallels Daniels Arroyo and continues to Camerons stock
tank in the southeast corner of the area, contains roads, wells
and mining claims . The Charley Bell Well road is excluded as far
west as Charley Bell Pass . All roads in the Refuge are unpaved .

Results of Non-Designation

Certain agencies involved in the Refuge have conducted
activities that are incompatible with Wilderness management,, in
violation of administrative requirement to protect proposed :
wilderness areas . Of particular importance has been
unauthorized, off-road vehicle use in the proposed Tinajas Altas
addition (part of which has been designated as a State Natural
Area), as well as increased development of water sources and
roads .

Also, military consideration of potential development of
small ICBM mobile launchers within CPNWR is at variance with
existing management agreements and with Wilderness management
practices .

Wilderness designation would help protect the area from
piecemeal degradation by clarifying its status .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER :
USFWS PROPOSED ACREAGE :
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE :
INHOLDINGS :

1
LOCATION :

IMPERIAL NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
8,340
15,050
Two privately-owned mill sites, total 10
acres ; former Arizona State lands are in
process of exchange to the refuge
20 miles north of Yuma, and adjacent to
proposed Trigo Mountains and South Trigo
Mountains Wilderness areas

I Description

The Imperial Refuge extends several miles inland on either
' side of the Colorado River for approximately 30 miles, with

elevations ranging from 200 feet to over 1000 feet above sea level .
The Arizona side contains some rugged cliffs of over 800 feet

' that descend to the river . Major backwaters are Island Lake,
Norton's Lake , and Adobe Lake . In many places, marshes lead up ,
to hilly areas where hill ridges are separated by washes . In a
few places , such as Hoge Rock and Lighthouse Rock, these ridges

' descend to the river . Vegetation includes creosote bush, white
bursage, desert holly, brittlebush, palo verde trees, ocotillo,
cholla and beavertail cacti, smoketree , ironwood trees, and

' desert lavender . Along the river the vegetation is more
water- dependent and consists of cattail , bulrush, arrowweed,
mesquite, willow, cottonwood, and salt cedar .

' Wilderness Qualities

The refuge contains tremendous opportunities for solitude

I and primitive and unconfined recreation . There is no vehicular
access to areas suitable for wilderness other than vehicle ways
down Red Cloud Wash and from Red Cloud Wash along the river to

I the Clip Mill site . These have been closed to the public for
administrative purposes . Most access is by boat . Once away from
the main river channel, a person is very isolated . The washes and
ridges provide screening from others . The backwaters are

' generally separated from the main channel of the river by bars
which are heavily to impenetrably vegetated, providing screening
from boat traffic on the river . There are no developed camping

' facilities in the area suitable for wilderness . Indeed, camping,
fires, and off-road driving have been banned on the entire
refuge. People can explore a vast area with no human barriers .

' Activities suitable to the area include day hiking, nature study,
canoeing, swimming, fishing, and hunting . Camping is possible in
the adjacent Trigo and South Trigo WSAs, with the river but a few
miles away as a source of water . Special features include the

' federal endangered Yuma Clapper Rail and state-listed herons and
egrets .
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Resource Analysis

The entire refuge is within -a Bureau of Reclamation mineral
withdrawal, with no active mines or mining claims . Land in the

' process of acquisition from the State of Arizona includes 17
claims in the Eureka Mine area .

' Grazing is not permitted .

Wildlife includes bighorn sheep, mule deer, beaver, muskrat,
coyote, desert cottontail, 262 species of birds, including white

' pelicans, bald eagles, Tundra swan, a variety of geese and ducks,
Gambel quail, mourning and white-winged doves, a variety of
shorebirds, gulls and terns, roadrunner, owls, hummingbirds,

I Crissal thrasher, phainopepla, and warblers . Reptiles includee
the state-protected Gila monster and desert tortoise . Fish
include bass, catfish, crappie, and bluegill .

' Recreation includes hiking, nature study, fishing, boating,
and hunting (deer, rabbits, dove, and waterfowl) . However, as
the area does not support large numbers of ducks and geese, it
has not been a prime location for waterfowl hunting . Visits to>
an old cabin adjacent to the river generate considerable foot
traffic and this area has been excluded in the AWC proposal .

' Cultural resources are not well known, but do include one
site near Draper Lake .

' Recommendations

The Refuge's recommendation excludes river backwaters and
' the area from Island Lake to refuge headquarters and the farm .

The AWC proposal excludes the area from Clear Lake to refuge
headquarters and the farm, but not the backwaters . The Refuge's

I backwaters exclusion includes more or less an area 300 feet
landward of the 230 foot contour . While ostensibly a means of
accommodating the Bureau of Reclamation's desire for floodplain

I management, this rationale for exclusion is fallacious .
Wilderness designation, which involves little or no management,
is no more inconsistent than managing already developed
recreational facilities elsewhere within the same area, such as

I BLM's Laguna-Martinez Recreation Area and California's Picacho
State Recreation Area . The refuge would also like to dredge,
blast, and dike the larger backwaters and also many of the

I smaller ones in order to remove vegetation and presumably
increase the number of wintering ducks and geese . One such
project, outside the area the Refuge and AWC are recommending for
wilderness, has been bogged down in years of delays and is still

' incomplete . Not only would the backwater dredging plan be
extremely expensive, it would also take an eternity to complete .

' in addition, the dikes and water diversion works could
easily be washed out by a large runoff on the Colorado . The
refuge sustained limited damage (except on the farm) during
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high water of 1983 precisely because it is so little developed .
The Arizona Wilderness Coalition recommends combining this area
with the adjacent BLM Trigo Mountains (5-23B) and South Trigo
Mountains (5-23A) WSAs to create one 56,420 acre wilderness area,
the Imperial-Trigo Wilderness .

Results of Non-Designation

The Imperial Refuge is one of a few remaining predominantly
natural areas along the Lower Colorado River . Other Colorado
River refuges (Cibola and Havasu) have been partially dredged and
channelled, the Cibola Refuge just upstream from Imperial being
established as mitigation for the river channelization that
occurred on it . Most other areas along the Lower Colorado are
also dredged and channelled, farmed, dammed, or face intensive
recreation use . It makes sense to manage Cibola intensively for
wildlife, Havasu a mix of intensive and non-intensive management,,
and Imperial non-intensive management . If the Imperial Refuge is
not designated wilderness, there will be harassment of the
bighorn sheep by mining activity in the adjacent Trigo Mountains,
requests for access to the river by mining concerns, expanded use
of jet skis in backwaters, destruction of marsh and probably
endangered Yuma Clapper Rails from backwater development
projects, and pressures to allow more intensive recreation use in
backwater areas as well as transfer land from the refuge to the
BLM or state parks departments for intensive recreation
management . Inclusion of the backwater areas as wilderness is
crucial to preserving a portion of the Colorado for non-intensive
use, since other areas have already been dedicated to intensive'
use . It is important to remember that six miles along the river'
and adjacent lands below this refuge were transferred to BLM in .
1968 for intensive recreation management and more than six miles
along the river and adjacent lands on the California side about
halfway through the refuge were transferred to the State of
California in 1964 for a state recreation area .
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AREA NAME :'
PRIMITIVE AREA ACREAGE :
USFS PROPOSED ACREAGE :
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE :'
INHOLDINGS :
LOCATION :

Description

1

1

BLUE RANGE/SAN FRANCISCO
167,379
187,410
304,096
640 acres of private land
Between Springerville and Clifton
along the Arizona/New Mexico border

The Blue area is distinguished by the famous high Mogollon
Rim across the northern end, the spectacular cliffs and lush
canyon of the Blue River that runs the length from north to
south, and the wild canyon of the San Francisco River along the
southern boundary . It is an area ranging from rolling grassland
and desert scrub to rugged peaks and spruce-fir forest, from red
cliffs to clear water .

Potentially one of the largest wilderness areas in Arizona,
most of this area was set aside as a Primitive Area by the U .S .
Forest Service in 1933 . In 1971, the Forest Service recommended
that 187,410 acres of this area and neighboring land be
designated wilderness . During later roadless area inventories
additional lands to the south, including the spectacular San
Francisco River Canyon, were identified as qualifying for
wilderness designation . A contiguous Blue Range Wilderness and a
Lower San Francisco Wilderness Study Area were established in New
Mexico in 1980 . In addition, the San Francisco River was studied
for wild and scenic river designation in 1981 and the Forest
Service initially recommended during their RARE II review that
the river corridor be designated wilderness .

Wilderness Qualities

The Blue/San Francisco area is well suited to meet the
growing demand for wilderness-associated recreation in this area .
There are outstanding opportunities here for solitude and
backcountry recreation, including rafting on the San Francisco
River .

The area is also rich in Native American archaeological
sites, ranging from early Mogollon and Sinagua cultures, to late
Apache .

The Blue is noted for its wildlife and is a popular big game
hunting area . Javelina, mountain lion, elk and deer live here,
and threatened or endangered species include bald eagles,
peregrine falcon, spotted owl and several other species of
mammals and fish .
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Resource Analysis

Although there has been some interest in exploring for
copper deposits south of the existing Primitive Area, little
mining activity has so far taken place . Some exploratory
drilling for oil and gas has taken place, but the results were
negative . Timber in this area is on marginal sites where
reforestation would be difficult to impossible . Adjacent areas
have sufficient timber to satisfy demands . Fuelwood is plentiful
in the area, but nearby areas outside the proposed wilderness
have more than enough to meet local needs .

Recommendations

The AWC recommends designation of this large area to
preserve one of our state's last great unspoiled ecosystems while
the opportunity to do so still exists . Designation of these
Arizona lands would complement the protection already awarded too
contiguous areas in New Mexico .

Results of Non-Designation

Over time this single wild area could become fragmented by
roads from timber harvesting and mining exploration . This would
degrade the overall quality of the wildlife habitat because many
species here now thrive in remote areas, and more developed
access could lead to destruction or removal of many important
archaeological treasures . Mining could degrade the water quality
of the Blue and San Francisco drainages, and would leave scars on
the land that would mar its beauty for years afterward .
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AREA NAME & NUMBER :
WSA ACREAGE :

FOREST PROPOSED ACREAGE :
AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE :
INHOLDINGS :
LOCATION :

Description

,HITMIRE CANYON
5,080 in Arizona
7,660 in New Mexico
12,740 Total
0
12,740
None
On the Arizona/New Mexico border 30
miles northeast of Douglas

This little-known, little- used area is a natural extension
of the famous Guadalupe Canyon-Bunk Robinson area to the south . :
Both areas support rich populations of exotic and semi-exotic
plants and animals , including Coue's whitetail deer , coatimundi,,
bobcat and mountain lion . Several species of birds and reptiles
are found nowhere else in the United States except these
mountains .

The proposed area supports several large stands of Mexican
pinyon and Chihuahua pine, most of the floral cover being
oak-conifer woodlands and a form of Interior Chaparral endemic to
this region where Sonoran and Chihuahuan formations overlap and
merge . These vegetation types and rich riparian associations of
the canyons are part of the important wildlife corridor which
extends from the Sierra Madre and Rio Yaqui drainage up through
the Peloncillos into the Chiricahua Mountains .

The area has a famous history, with scattered remnants of `
prehistoric Indian cultures and common findings of more recent
Apache habitation . The site of Geronimo's surrender lies just
outside the boundary, and the Geronimo Trail to the south is the
route taken by the Mormon Battalion of the Civil War . Treasure:
hunters are still the most frequent visitors on the north and
south edges of the proposed area, seeking Spanish dubloons and,
the buried gold that is rumored to have been lost after several
legendary robberies and massacres .

Wilderness Qualities

The remote location and lack of prominent features have kept
this area relatively untouched by the population growth that is
threatening nearby roadless areas . The opportunities for
solitude and primitive recreation are excellent . Thick oak
woodlands, tangled ravines and rugged cliffs afford good
screening, while the vistas from 6,256 foot Peloncillo Peak
permit uninterrupted views of the surrounding basins and ranges .

Whitmire, Dutchman and Hog Canyons are relatively
undisturbed watersheds . The area supports at least two
endangered plant species ( Castilleja cruenata and Vacauelina
pauciflora ) and several unique, threatened or endangered animal
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' species are probably here as they are known from the adjacent
Bunk Robinson-Guadalupe and Chiricahua areas . Little biological
study has taken place in Whitmire as yet, and the remoteness

' responsible for such inattention is a major reason for proposing
it for wilderness designation .

The area provides excellent opportunities for hiking in the
' lower grasslands and chaparral, and high opportunity for

primitive camping in the higher country . Little recreation use
occurs in the area now except for a few hunters .

i Resource Analysis

There has been some mining exploration in the area, but no
' significant strikes and the area is rated as low potential for

minerals . Some small mining operations were run near the turn of
the century, but these have for the most part been revegetated

I and present no serious impacts on wilderness qualities . The few
vertical shafts that were dug remain, but are not apparent,
except in their immediate vicinity .

There is no timber potential in this area .

Four families graze cattle in these and other drainages, but
' numbers are small and the impact is not serious .

Recommendations

The AWC recommends wilderness designation for the 16,900
acre area described to protect important habitat for flora and'
fauna. .

' Results of Non-Designation

' Important and unusual wildlife habitat would be lost if this
area were opened to unlimited ORV use and mining .

1
1
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AREA NAME & NUMBER : GILA BOX COMPLEX NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
STUDY AREA

AWC PROPOSED ACREAGE : 151,680
LOCATION : In Graham County south of Clifton and

east of Safford

Description

The Gila Box Complex is a spectacular wild area including
approximately 15 miles of Eagle Creek, 11 miles of Bonita Creek,
7 miles of the San Francisco River, and 24 miles of the Gila
River . The Complex includes the Gila Box WSA and the Turtle
Mountain WSA. The area's perennial rivers and creeks, highly
eroded geologic formations and diversity of plants and animals
produce outstanding scenery .

The lower section of Eagle Creek is contained in a highly
scenic, deep and steep-walled canyon with some areas of highly
eroded rock formations . Dense riparian vegetation of varied
species lines the streamcourse . A colony of Mexican free-tailed
bats live in the lower section . This bat cave is probably the
largest of its kind in Southern Arizona . The creek has one of
the healthiest riparian vegetation communities in the Southwest .
Species include cottonwood, sycamore, ash, willow, Arizona walnut
and some mesquite .

In a contracted report submitted to the Safford District BLM
in 1979, Dr . Minckley, Zoology Professor at Arizona State
University, listed 17 animal species residing in the Gila Box
Complex that are on the State or Federal lists as being
threatened, endangered, In Jeopardy or are candidates for being
listed. Both Bonita and Eagle Creeks provide habitat for birds
of prey. Eagle Creek supports an unusually varied and dense
population of birds of prey as well as a diverse association of
other birds, mammals and reptiles . The peregrine falcon and Bald
Eagle, both federally-listed endangered species, use the stream;
corridor as a migration and/or wintering area . There is recent
evidence of nesting Bald Eagle activity in the area . Eagle Creek
is a nesting habitat for 10 percent of the U .S . Population of the
Black Hawk and is considered by far the most important single
stream for this species . Combined with the nests found on Bonita
Creek and the Gila River, this Complex is probably the most
important part of the Black Hawk range in the United States .

With the Complex presenting a transition zone between the

I Sonoran and Chihuahuan Deserts and displaying floristic and
vegetal qualities of both, it constitutes a "baseline" that
provides opportunities for research projects and use as a
teaching facility . Recreational opportunities include rafting,

' canoeing, backpacking, hiking, nature study, birding, horseback "
riding and camping .
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Nesting Bald Eagles, Gila Box WSA

Eagle Creek,



I Resource Analysis

Most of the entire area is used by cattle for grazing .
Phelps Dodge owns Eagle Creek and presently is using it for some
water for its operations .

The U .S . Fish and Wildlife Service considers the Gila Box
Complex to be among the top 50 wildlife areas of importance in
the United States .

Recommendations

The varied wildlife and vegetation, from the pristine
grasslands to the cottonwoods, provide a rich education
experience that deserves protection and management to protect the
resources . Unfortunately, the BLM has recommended against
wilderness for the two WSA's in this area, Turtle Mountain and
Gila Box . Outside of the WSAs present management is scattered
and doesn't benefit the wildlife scenic and recreational
resources that are so richly represented .

We support a federal study by the National Park Service to
determine if the Gila Box Complex is qualified to be added as a
unit of the National Park System as a Monument, Park or
Recreation Area .

Results of Non-Designation

Long-term negative impacts of off-road vehicles in these'
riparian areas will continue to the detriment of the area .
Continued over grazing and even minimal grazing in some areas
will continue to decrease the wildlife habitat, especially the
nesting habitat of birds of prey .
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AREA NAME :
FOREST SERVICE PROPOSAL :
AWC PROPOSAL :
INHOLDINGS :
LOCATION :

Description

VERDE WILD AND SCENIC RIVER ADDITION t^ .
0 miles
8 .5 Miles
None
50 Miles north of Phoenix

The Verde River is located fifty miles north of Phoenix and
much of the current wild and scenic section flows through the
Mazatzal Wilderness . The recommended segment is an 8 .5 mile
addition to the existing forty-one miles of the Wild and Scenic
Verde River, designated in the Arizona Wilderness Act of 1984 .
The 8 .5 mile segment, from Red Creek to the Sheep Bridge
crossing, was included in the 1984 bill as originally introduced,
but was deleted from the final legislation to accommodate the
proposed Cliff Dam flood pool . Recent congressional decisions
abandoning plans for construction of Cliff Dam eliminate all
impediments for adding the segment .

Wild and Scenic River Qualities

The river carves a winding path through the Sonoran Desert
' at the relatively low altitude of 2,200 feet above sea level .

The area is without man-made structures and is among the most
isolated land in the state . To the east sits the towering 7,500

I foot high Mazatzal Mountain range . Flow of the river year round
supports an incredibly lush riparian flora of cottonwood bosques,
marshes, and reeds . The segment is a critical habitat for birds
including migrating and desert-nesting bald eagle (a federally

' endangered species), blue heron, egret, and migrating water fowl .
Other unique species found in the area include river otter,
javelina, bear, desert bighorn sheep, and other threatened or

I endangered species . Outstanding cultural resources include
numerous sites of prehistoric Sinagua Indian habitations, and a
sheep bridge on the National Registry of Historic Places .
Run-off during the spring snow melt allows recreational use

' (rafting and kayaking) . Hot springs at the termination of Tangle
Creek road at Sheep Bridge are enjoyed by many visitors .

' Resource Analysis

Apart for the wilderness resources the area is valued for
' fishing, hunting, and hiking . Grazing occurs in the area. Water

quality has been rated good in the EIS of the Tonto National
Forest Plan . This segment down to Tangle Creek met the criteria
for designation as a wild and scenic river, according to the 1982

' Forest Service Verde River Wild and Scenic River study . This
stretch was not further analyzed then because of various dam
proposals lower on the Verde . However, the Forest Service study

' says "as a result of the information provided by CAWCS (Central
Arizona Water Control Study), the reasons for dropping the 10 .5
mile river section between Table Mountain (just north of Red

I Creek) and Tangle Creek from the study are no longer valid ." °
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Congress has now chosen not to fund Cliff Dam and the Rio'
Salado Project has been changed . so that upstream flood control as
provided by Cliff is not required . These actions should remove
any impediment to designating this section of the Verde as wild`'

' and scenic . The additional one half mile from Tangle Creek to
Sheep Bridge is equally as pristine as the upper stretch, and
river users typically continue on to Sheep Bridge and the road`

' access there to end their trips .

Recommendations

' Designation of the additional 8 .5 mile segment of the Verde
as a Wild and Scenic River from the southern end of the current
wild river at Red Creek to Sheep Bridge .

' Results of Non-Designation

I

Not protecting this free flowing stretch of the Verde River
now leaves open the possibility that some future dam project
could once again threaten to degrade or destroy this spectacular
area .
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AREA NAME : EAST VERDE WILD AND SCENIC RIVER STUDY
FOREST SERVICE PROPOSAL : 0 miles
AWC PROPOSAL : 56 Miles
LOCATION: From confluence with Verde River to

source area on the Mogollon Rim (Section
1, T12N, R10E) .

Description

From the source area on the Mogollon Rim, the East Verde
flows in a narrow, rocky channel in shallow canyons through mixed
conifer forests in the upper reaches, to chapparal woodlands in
the mid-section, to the Sonoran Desert zone in the lower reaches .
The lower reaches are very primitive, 17 miles being contained in
the Mazatzal Wilderness, and cultural development is low on the
remainder . Source elevation is approximately 6,800 feet while
the elevation at the Verde River confluence is about 2,480 feet .
The river is perennial and free-flowing .

Wilderness Qualities

Recreational opportunities include backpacking, bird
watching, fishing, trail riding, hiking, archaeological
exploration and nature study .

With the considerable drop in elevation, the river has
' carved a rugged canyon which is quite narrow in many places .'

Within these canyon walls are seams of some of the finest jasper
found in the southwest .

' There is at least one bald eagle nest on the lower section .
Bald eagles have been seen frequently throughout the lower 40
miles, especially in the area east of the Mazatzal Wilderness

' boundary. Other bird species include red-tailed and Cooper's
hawks and wintering migratory waterfowl in the lower reaches .

' While no inventory has been done of the archeological sites,
it is estimated by the Tonto National Forest that there are over
100 sites dating from about 5,000 years ago to Apache sites .'` Pot

∎ hunting within some of these sites is an ongoing problem .

Because of its steep descent off the Mogollon Rim, the East
Verde is subject of frequent fluctuations in volume and

' occasional flash floods . But even in drought years, there is
sufficient water to maintain the Trout habitat .

The bulk of the lower half of the river corridor is highly
primitive with no development as it passes through the Mazatzal
Wilderness . Most development and use is found in the mid and
upper sections with scattered ranches, clusters of cabins and -a
few present or past mining and gravel operations . Uses in the
upper half are predominately ranching and recreation .
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' Resource Analysis

There is no existing water resource development on the East
' Verde River. The full length of the river is withdrawn under

Waterpower Designation 6 (Feb ., 1917) except for T 11-1/2 and
12N .

There is one major highway crossing by State Route 87, whichI leads to Payson . The approximate upper quarter of the stream
corridor is paralleled by a Forest Service road . Also, there are

I a few other trails or low grade roads that parallel for short
stretches . The lower reach is relatively inaccessible .

In 1977, Pine and Payson were two of five municipalities''I allocated Central Arizona Project water by the Arizona Water
Commission. This allocation would be effectuated by a water
exchange with the Salt River Project by diverting water from the

' East Verde or its tributary, Pine Creek . The impact of such
withdrawals on the downstream riparian habitat, including the,
Verde River, have yet to be determined .

1 Recommendations

The full length of the East Verde River should be studied``I for potential inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers`
System .

' Results of Non-Designation

Not designating the East Verde for full study as a wild and
∎ scenic river may result in gradual degradation of the watershed

by various human developments and will not provide an opportunity
to save this special riparian and scenic resource before it is
threatened by a potential future water project .

1
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ALPHABETICAL INDEX

Aravaipa Canyon Addition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 215
Arrastra Mountains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Aubrey Peak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58~' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Baboquivari Peak . . . 16 5. . . . . . . . .
Baker Canyon . . . . . . . . .. ... .LAS.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

.
205'

Batamote Mountains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144
' Big Horn Mountains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Black Mountain/Ives Peak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 169
Black Mountains North . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28`

' Black Rock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 178
Black Mesa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61 ,-
Blue Range Primitive Area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

,
270

Bowie Mountain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . o : : : . 201
Buckskin Mountains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79
Bunk Robinson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 205

'
Burns Springs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Butterfield Stage Memorial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ; . . . . . . .

28`
132

Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26.1
Cactus Plain . . . . . . . . . tPlovS . .w,S.A. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 233

' . . . .Chemehuevi/Needles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 251. . . . . . . . .
Coyote Mountains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 162
Crossman Peak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21'9
Day Mine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 181'

: :Dos Cabezas Mountains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 197
Eagletail Mountains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11=4'
East Cactus Plain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23'6. . . .
East Clanton Hills . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117
East Verde Wild and Scenic River Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 283'
Face Mountain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Fi hh k

122
' s oo s . . . . . . .

.
.

i
181

Gal uro Addition . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Gibraltar Mountain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 226°. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Gila Bo 5' x . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Gila Box Complex National Park Study Area . . . . . . . .
18
27'6

Grand Wash Cliffs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38, .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Grapevine Wash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35. . . . . . . . . . . .
Guadalupe Canyon . . . . . . . . . . . 205
Harcuvar Mountains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81 .
Harquahala Mountains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91`. . . . . . .
Hassayampa River Canyon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85'.'''
Havasu National Wildlife Refuge . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 251
Hells Canyon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10`2

'
Hells Hole . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hoverrocker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

208
208'.

Hummingbird Springs . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99. . . . . . .
Imperial National Wildlife Refuge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 266

' Javelina Peak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19'1
Kofa National Wildlife Refuge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255
Kofa Unit 3 South . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.5
Kofa Unit 4 North . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255
Kofa Unit 4 South . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25''5. . . . . . . . . . . .
Little Horn Mountains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112'. . . . . . . . . . .

' 286
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Little Horn Mountains West . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .109. .109
Lower Burro Creek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .72
Mohave Wash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .223

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .' . .41Mount Davis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Mount Nutt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .45
Mount Tipton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31
Mount Wilson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24
Muggins Mountains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .247
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