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LARAMIDE TECTONICS FROM PARADISE TO HELLS GATE,
SOUTHEASTERN ARIZONA

by

Harald Drewes

U .S . Geological Survey, Denver, Colorado

Abstract

The thrust faults in Arizona south and east of Tucson are
interpreted as part of a single coherent fault system extend-
along the North American Cordilleran belt . The allochthon in
southeastern Arizona includes parts of two major thrust lobes,
the southeastern one extending east to the Rio Grande and
south into Mexico, and the northwestern one extending north-
west toward Superior, Arizona, and perhaps west to Phoenix .
Where the thrust lobes adjoin in southeastern Arizona, the
northwestern lobe is distinguished from the southeastern one
by containing substantial amounts of Precambrian crystalline
rock, by having a dynamically metamorphosed lower plate,
and by containing some underthrust masses .

The allochthon of each tectonic lobe is made up of two
or more major thrust plates, which are further broken into
many smaller ones . Tectonic transport of the plates was con-
sistently east-northeast and the total distance of transport
is estimated to be many tens of miles, and a geologic situa-
tion exists which, if it can be substantiated through addi-
tional work, may indicate that the allochthon moved about
170 km (100 mi) . Thrust faulting took place in the early, or
Piman, phase of the Laramide Orogeny, and probably was
most active in the interval between 75 and 80 m .y . (million
years) ago in the western part of the region and possibly was
slightly later in the eastern part .

The continuity of the major thrust faults is abundantly
disrupted by younger faults and segments of the thrust faults
are concealed by younger rocks . The younger faults include
possible tear faults and related minor thrust faults of the late,
or Helvetian, phase of the Laramide Orogeny, some mid-
Tertiary and late Tertiary gravity glide faults and low-angle
normal faults, and abundant Tertiary and Quaternary high-
angle normal faults . The major thrust faults are locally con-
cealed by stocks of Laramide age (post-75 m .y .), mid-Tertiary
volcanics, and younger gravels in the basins .

Introduction

Objective

This article is a review of recent developments in the synthesis of
the tectonics of Arizona south and east of Tucson (Fig . 1) . Key areas of
study extend from the town of Paradise in the Chiricahua Mountains in
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the east to the vicinity of the canyon narrows named Hells Gate, on the
east flank of the Rincon Mountains in the west . Inasmuch as this article
accompanies many others on diverse parts of Arizona and articles on
facets of tectonics other than ones based on geologic mapping, it must
necessarily be brief . Southeastern Arizona is structurally complex and
so this brief review is restricted to Laramide thrust faults ; the evidence
on which the following interpretation is based will be skeletonized . This
review is supported by the mapping efforts of many previous workers in
the area .

Thrust faults have long been recognized in southeastern Arizona,
but opinions have varied as to whether they are local or regional in ex-
tent. This uncertainty undoubtedly persisted because broad expanses of
young deposits separate the areas in which are found the older rocks and
the thrust faults . Furthermore, most of the older geologic investigations
in the region were of short duration, were spread out over several gener-
ations, and were focused on small areas or on the topics of stratigraphy
or economic geology . With the conclusion of a series of quadrangle
studies by the U .S . Geological Survey, a regional tectonic synthesis
was undertaken to determine the nature and continuity of the Laramide
thrust faults, using existing data where possible and mapping or remap-
ping selected key areas . Where reinterpretations of field relations are
proposed, they are based on new geologic mapping at least as detailed
as the original work ; the new mapping cannot be included in this brief
review but will be included in a more comprehensive report now in prepa-
ration . Such reinterpretations are offered with the understanding that
this constitutes a normal growth of our grasp of the complex geology of
the region .

Geological Framework

Southeastern Arizona lies in the Basin and Range geologic prov-
ince about 100 km (60 mi) south of the Colorado Plateau . This part of
Arizona is underlain by an extensive sequence of rocks ranging in age
from early Precambrian to Holocene . Many of them are bedded or layered
rocks of sedimentary, volcanic, or metamorphic origin, and these rocks
were intruded at different times by stocks of granitoid rocks and by small-
er bodies of porphyry (Fig . 2) . These rocks were deformed during two
orogenies and were also mildly deformed during the intervening and later
times . The oldest sedimentary and volcanic rocks of the region, some of
which are 1715 m .y . (million years) old, were metamorphosed to form the
Pinal Schist during the older orogeny, the Mazatzal Revolution, at the
close of early Precambrian(X) time . Large synorogenic and post-orogenic
stocks were emplaced in the schist 1650-1450 m .y . ago . Upper Precam-
brian(Y) rocks of the Apache Group are a post-orogenic marine sequence
lying unconformably upon the crystalline basement rocks and preserved
under a disconformable contact beneath Paleozoic rocks in the northern
part of the region . Diabase was injected into the Apache Group and
younger rocks (Troy Quartzite) about 1200 m .y . ago . During Paleozoic
time, a sequence of clastic and carbonate rocks about 2,000 m thick was
deposited discontinuously in a shallow sea between the orogenic periods ;
only the largest disconformity in this sequence is shown on figure 2 . An-
other unconformity marks the retreat of the sea from the region during
Permian time, and thereafter continental conditions prevailed, with one
exception of short duration . During Triassic to mid-Cretaceous time,
before the Laramide Orogeny, a sequence of volcanic and clastic rocks
with a composite thickness of many thousands of meters was deposited
mainly under subaerial conditions . During the Triassic and Jurassic
Periods, some stocks were emplaced and some block faulting occurred .
Tectonically quieter times prevailed during the Early Cretaceous, and
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for a short time marine sediments were deposited from an arm of the sea
which extended into the area from the southeast .

Laramide orogenic activity began during the mid-Cretaceous
about 90 m .y . ago, and extended through the Paleocene, to about 53
m .y . ago (Drewes, 1973a) . Tectonic and magmatic activity increased
throughout the region but this activity varied in intensity and in kind
from place to place . Major compressive deformation produced some
folds and some thrust faults on which tectonic plates moved east-north-
eastward across an autochthon which consisted mainly of the Precambrian
crystalline basement rocks . The plates moved at least 32 km (20 mi) and
probably as much as 160 km (100 mi) . This thrust faulting occurred at
the peak of the Piman phase of the orogeny about 75 m .y . ago in the
western part of the region and perhaps a bit later in the eastern part . In
the western part of the region massive injections of stocks occurred dur-
ing two intervals, the one about 73 m .y . ago and the other 68 m .y . ago,
at the close of the widespread Piman phase . A tectonically quiet period
marked the early Paleocene in some areas, but elsewhere more stocks
were emplaced during still another magmatic episode . The fairly local
Helvetian phase of the orogeny was marked possibly by strike-slip move-
ment along a large tear fault and by minor amounts of relative northwest-
ward movement on thrust faults and small amounts of left-lateral move-
ment on small tear faults . Two additional magmatic events were recorded
in the western part of the region during the Helveti~n phase (Drewes,
1974b) and perhaps only one in the eastern part .

Post-orogenic time began with strong erosion of the orogenically
uplifted areas . By Oligocene time, clastic rocks were accumulating in
topographic basins, volcanism and normal faulting were widespread, and
plutons were emplaced in a few areas . Tectonic denudation accompanied
rapid erosion in several areas that were strongly and rapidly uplifted dur-
ing mid-Tertiary and late Tertiary times, such as the Rincon gneiss dome .
This tectonic denudation produced structural features that may form a
gradational sequence from megabreccia sheets of landslide origin, to
glide plates, to low-angle normal faults . The most recent volcanism oc-
curred during Pleistocene time (1 .0 m .y . , Marvin, 1973, written com-
mun .) and the youngest faulting during late Pleistocene . Coarse detritus
is still being deposited in broad marginal areas of basins and finer de-
tritus is found generally in the central areas of basins .

Thrust Faults

Three aspects of the thrust faults of southeastern Arizona are
considered in the following order : (1) continuity, (2) description-geom-
etry, age, and direction and amount of tectonic transport, and (3) rela-
tions to tectonic features in adjacent regions .

Continuity of Thrust Faults

Evidence derived from a compilation of the existing geologic
maps and from some new geologic maps of selected areas indicates that
the main thrust faults of Laramide age probably formed a continuous struc-
ture across much of the region . Direct evidence of fault continuity is
unavailable, due primarily to the extensive alluvial cover in the valleys,
and also to the local cover of Tertiary volcanic rocks and concealment
due to Tertiary normal faulting . Indirect evidence based on the degree of
similarity, or lack of similarity, of exposed faults is used, with the
premise that the greater the uniformity of the style of deformation and
the more extensive the area in which uniformity is demonstrable,
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the greater is the likelihood that the thrust faults form part of a regional
system .

In the course of compilation, several existing geologic studies
showed structural features possibly anomalous to the rest of the region .
The reported local variations of kinds of structures, ages of movement,
directions of movement, and style of deformation were of particular con-
cern . In other places radiometric ages were obtained from key rock units
and other rocks were correlated with sequences that recently have been
well dated . Only a few local reinterpretations and new ages are men-
tioned below; a more complete and detailed account is being prepared to
accompany a geologic map compiled at a scale of 1 :125,000 .

1 . The reported isoclinally folded thrust faults in the northern
Dragoon Mountains (Gilluly, 1956) and in the northern Chiricahua Moun-
tains (Sabins, 1957) are reinterpreted to be imbricate thrust-fault slices .

2 . The southwest overturned large fold reported by Epis (1956, and
compiled by Cooper, 1959) overlying a thrust fault in the southern Swiss-
helm Mountains was found by P . T . Hayes and me to be a homocline cut
by many high-angle faults . To the south this feature is cut by several
sets of steeply dipping faults, one of which may have a large component
of strike-slip movement . To the west the homoclinally dipping rocks
overlie a thrust fault along which at least some movement is of mid-
Tertiary or younger age .

3 . The thick sequence of Bisbee Formation (where divisible, Bisbee
Group) that Gilluly (1956) mapped as overturned northwest of Courtland is
believed to be right side up, and the upper part of the sequence, toward
the southwest, is probably an Upper Cretaceous unit and not part of the
Bisbee . In the same area, the blocks of Paleozoic rock that had been
mapped as fault slivers between the Bisbee to the north and the Gleeson
Quartz Monzonite to the south are seen to have a matrix of tuff and
welded tuff like the quartz latite member of the volcanic rocks at South
Pass about 10 km west of Courtland, as well as the Sugarloaf Quartz
Latite, much of the Uncle Sam Porphyry west of Tombstone which is now
seen to be mainly a welded tuff, and the upper part of the Salero Forma-
tion and the Cat Mountain Rhyolite (of Mayo, 1971) . Each of these for-
mations contains exotic chips or blocks, is mainly a rhyodacite welded
tuff, and is radiometrically dated as 72-73 m .y.

4 . The thrust fault of mid-Tertiary age reported by Raup (Hayes and
Raup, 1958) along the Babocomari River, immediately south of the Mus-
tang Hills, is reassessed as a left(?)-lateral strike-slip fault probably
of late Laramide age .

5 . In the northernmost Mule Mountains, the east-trending fault
zone between Paleozoic rocks to the north and the Bisbee Formation to
the south, mapped by Gilluly (1956) and revisited by Jones (1963), is
clearly a near-vertical structure . It probably extends east of the lime-
stone wedge through the hills of the Bisbee Group and ultimately beneath
the alluvium of a broad valley . The wedge of limestone and the flexures
in the Bisbee Group near the projected segment of the fault suggest that
the fault is a strike-slip fault rather than a normal fault zone in which a
trap door-like horst was formed .

In each of the cases cited above, and in other cases not de-
scribed here, the apparently anomalous age, direction of movement, and
style of deformation have proved to be explainable by an alternative in-
terpretation, one that fits the pattern of the thrust faults and associated
features in the other mountain ranges of the region .
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Description of Thrust Faults

Fault Geomet

The interpretation that the main Laramide thrust faults are prob-
ably of regional extent requires that the distribution and geometry of the
fault plates be clarified . The postulated thrust plates must make sense
both geometrically and paleogeographically . The reconstruction of the
thrust faults and plates must explain the presence of some little-faulted
mountain ranges, such as the Whetstone Mountains, among intensely
faulted ranges . The reconstruction must also accommodate the constraints
placed by the large, vertically oriented, pre-thrust fault structural fea-
tures, such as some normal faults and stocks . Through recently com-
pleted studies by many geologists, the trace of the main faults-the re-
gional plate geometry-can be identified and some of the pre-Laramide
vertical structural features critical to the regional paleogeography may
be deduced .

The regional compilation at a scale of 1 :125,000, highly con-
densed in figure 3, shows that an autochthonous terrane underlies the
northeastern part of the region and smaller areas in the central and west-
ern parts, and that allochthonous rocks underlie the larger part of the
region. The allochthonous sheet comprises two lobes in which the tec-
tonic style differs . In each of these lobes, the allochthon is divisible
into two or more major thrust plates . West of the San Pedro River the
outliers and half-outliers of the autochthon consist entirely of the crys-
talline rocks of the basement, but the main area of autochthon to the
east of the river and along the northern margin of the area of figure 3 is
made up of all the pre-Laramide formations (fig . 2) .

The northwestern lobe of the allochthon crops out in the Sierrita
and Rincon Mountains, and possibly also in the northern tip of the Santa
Rita Mountains where it cannot be adequately shown on figure 3 ; the
southeastern lobe extends across the many other mountain ranges of
southeastern Arizona . The thrust plates of the northwestern lobe are dis-
tinguished on the ground by a substantial involvement of Precambrian
rocks, by widespread dynamic metamorphism, and by underthrusting in
at least the eastern part of the lobe . The thrust plates to the southeast
contain Precambrian rock only locally, dynamic metamorphism is very
local, and all of the plates appear to be overthrust .

The break between the two tectonic provinces is an indistinct
zone along which there was much deformation in post-Laramide time .
Initially the break may have been a tear fault, although other relations
could explain the break, too . Much of the structural break is concealed
by alluvium, some of it is obscured by Tertiary normal faulting or glide
faulting, and some of it may have been changed by local, late Laramide
thrust and tear faulting . Tentatively, this structural break is viewed as
the border between two major lobes of a thrust fault system .

The allochthon of the southeastern tectonic lobe consists of two
major thrust plates, of which the upper is here called the Cochise plate
(overlying the Cochise thrust fault) and the lower the Hidalgo plate (over-
lying the Hidalgo thrust fault) . The Cochise plate is known only in the
central part of the region, mainly in Cochise County, although it prob-
ably extends across the southwestern part and into adjacent Sonora . The
Hidalgo plate, on the other hand, extends across much of Hidalgo Coun-
ty, New Mexico, reaches the El Paso area, and undoubtedly also is wide-
spread in Chihuahua and Sonora . The separation of this allochthon into
the two major plates is based on a substantial repetition of stratigraphic
units, and in places on the occurrence of a small amount of Precambrian
rocks imbricated between Paleozoic and Mesozoic rocks along an intri-
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cately thrust-faulted zone that extends from the southeastern part of the
Rincon Mountains at least as far southeast as the southern Dragoon
Mountains, and possibly as far as the Swisshelm Mountains . Structural-
ly above or below this zone of major imbr cation, of which the lowest
fault surface is called the Cochise thrust fault, the thrust faults are
generally smaller and less complex bedding plane faults, along which
younger rocks have slipped over older ones . Along the Cochise thrust
fault older rocks are commonly placed upon younger ones, Near the pos-
tulated break between the two thrust lobes, the Hidalgo plate has been
tectonically thinned and, in places, it is faulted out entirely so that the
Cochise plate rests directly upon the autochthon . Other features of these
major plates-klippen, fensters, and subplates-cannot be described in a
brief summary and, as can be seen from the liberally scattered queries
on figure 3, some of these projections are more speculative than the major
features described above .

In a region of subhorizontally oriented thrust faults, vertically
oriented structural features older than the thrust faults provide certain
paleogeographic constraints . In the southeastern tectonic lobe there are
at least 6 stocks of Jurassic or Triassic age . The rocks adjacent to the
Sawmill Canyon fault zone are shown to have moved large distances ver-
tically in Triassic to Early Cretaceous time (Drewes, 1973a) . Most of
these stocks and the fault zone do not provide constraints, for they occur
in areas thought to be part of the Hidalgo thrust plate and their postulated
downward extensions in the autochthon are concealed or at least are un-
known to the southwest where geologic data are sketchy at best . How-
ever, the Gleeson Quartz Monzonite and Copper Belle Monzonite Porphy-
ry of the southern part of the Dragoon Mountains are thought to lie in the
Cochise thrust plate . Their downward extension ought to appear first in
the Hidalgo thrust plate and ultimately of course in the autochthon, too .
This thought will be developed further after presenting the evidence on
the direction and amount of tectonic transport .

The tectonic makeup of the northwestern lobe of the allochthon
is less well understood than that of the southeastern lobe because the
study area is too small to do more than sample this different terrain and
because the area that lies near Tucson was strongly modified by low-
angle fault movement and metamorphism in mid-Tertiary time . Like the
southeastern lobe, the northwestern one has two major thrust plates of
Paleozoic and Mesozoic rocks . In the Rincon Mountains, these plates
are separated by a third plate, of radiometrically dated Precambrian
granodiorite (Drewes, 1972 and 1974a, and Rincon Valley area, unpub .
data) . Both upper and lower plates are further broken by minor bedding-
plane thrust faults along which younger rocks typically have been moved
over older rocks . The rocks of the lower plate commonly are dynamically
metamorphosed; the rocks are mostly recrystallized, some have a slaty
cleavage, and others are deformed by abundant small flow-type penetra-
tive drag folds . The middle plate, of granodiorite, is unmetamorphosed,
and is shattered rather than cut by small faults . The upper plate is also
unmetamorphosed, but it is internally much faulted and is locally warped
into folds that are open or only moderately tight and that in places have
axial planes subparallel to nearby thrust faults .

On the west flank of the Sierrita Mountains there are also two
major plates of Paleozoic rock, with an intervening plate composed chief-
ly of Mesozoic rock (Drewes and Cooper, 1973) . A massive plate of gran-
itoid rock, at least a part of which is of Precambrian age, overlies the
plates of Paleozoic and Mesozoic rocks . In contrast, the rocks on the
east flank of the mountains consist of autochthonous Precambrian rocks,
of Paleozoic and Mesozoic rocks which are tectonically deformed in the
style of the upper Plate, and of rocks which post-date the thrust fault .
With the concept that many of the rocks overlying the Precambrian base-
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ment of the east flank slid north-northwestward on the San Xavier thrust
fault (Cooper, 1960), or glide fault, of mid-Tertiary age, these rocks
may have been moved from the area of the southeastern lobe onto rocks
of the northwestern lobe .

Some rocks in the northern tip of the Santa Rita Mountains, near
Helvetia townsite, may also be part of the northwestern tectonic lobe,
for only in this part of the mountains is there a considerable repetition of
Precambrian and of Paleozoic rocks (Drewes, 1971a, 1973a) . The minor
thrust faulting and tear faulting attributed to the Helvetian phase of the
Laramide Orogeny (late Paleocene) has shifted several small thrust plates
northwestward or the underlying mass southeastward and possibly across
the proposed break between the tectonic lobes . This late deformation,
described in detail in a structural analysis of the Santa Rita Mountains
(Drewes, 1973a) is probably related to tear-fault movement on the Saw-
mill Canyon fault complex and on smaller subparallel faults north of it .

Direction and Amount of Tectonic Transport

The major Laramide thrust plates were tectonically transported
east-northeast . An east-northeast or west-southwest orientation of com-
pressive stress is shown by the alinement of tear faults in that direction
and by the general north-northwest orientation of the axes of drag folds,
and transport to the east-northeast is indicated by the many folds that
are vergent in that direction . An opposite direction of vergence is found
in the small drag folds on the east flank of the Rincon Mountains and in
some larger folds south of the mountains . East of the Rincon Mountains,
field evidence suggests that the lower major thrust plate was underthrust
beneath the other plates and extended east of the San Pedro River . The
lower plate is locally thrust along a gently eastward-dipping fault be-
neath generally autochthonous granodiorite of the Johnny Lyon Hills that
is unconformably overlain by the upper Precambrian(Y) Apache Group and
the Paleozoic sequence of the Johnny Lyon Hills (Drewes, 1974a, sec-
tions B-B' and D-D') . A hypothesis that some of the leading edge of the
allochthon of the northwest lobe was underthrust is more attractive than
the alternative that overthrust plates were moving from opposite direc-
tions at about the same time . The thrust plates are thus seen to have
moved east-northeastward across both tectonic lobes, and in a part of
the northwestern lobe the lower major plate was underthrust .

The breaking up of the allochthon into the two tectonic lobes
may have been caused by"the local(?) underthrusting . As a result of the
greater friction produced by the local(?) underthrusting of the leading
edge of the northern part of the allochthon, the resistance to further
movement must have been greater on the northwest side than on the south-
east . The consequent strain within the allochthon may have caused the
allochthon to separate into the plates of the northwestern and southeast-
ern tectonic lobes, which may then have continued their movement inde-
pendently .

The total amount of transport of the allochthon was probably
large . Evidence in the Rincon Mountains (Drewes, 1973b) indicates that
the minimum distance of transport between upper and lower major thrust
plates of the northwestern province probably was 16 km (10 mi) and pos-
sibly was 32 km (20 mi) . The evidence consists of a duplication in sep-
arate tectonic plates of several Paleozoic formations in the direction of
tectonic transport . Over the shorter distance, the gaps in the physical
continuity of the plates, caused mainly by later normal faulting, sedi-
mentation, or intrusion, are mostly 1 km (0 .6 mi) and nowhere more than
3 km (2 mi) ; over the longer distance the gaps in the continuity of the
plates are about twice that size, due allowance having been made for
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mid-Tertiary to late Tertiary low-angle normal faulting and gravity gliding
on the west flank of the Rincon Mountains .

A distance of 100 km (60 mi) of movement may be proposed be-
tween the Cochise and Hidalgo thrust plates in the central part of the
southeastern lobe, subject to obtaining more geologic support . The con-
straints placed upon a concept of regional thrust faulting by pre-Laramide
stocks have already been mentioned . The Gleeson Quartz Monzonite,
which is radiometrically dated (Marvin and others, 1973) as Jurassic (a
single date at 178 m .y .), has been mapped by Gilluly (1956), accepted
by McRae (1966), and confirmed by this study as overthrust upon Paleo-
zoic and Cretaceous rocks . East of the quartz monzonite stock, and pos-
sibly in a separate structural block, is the Copper Belle Monzonite Por-
phyry, a strongly altered, very coarse-grained rock taken by Gilluly to
be of about the same age as the quartz monzonite . The Cochise thrust
fault lies east of the quartz monzonite, and a branch of it may actually
lie east of the monzonite porphyry . Gravity gliding, perhaps related to
volcano-tectonic activity, has vastly complicated the relations in the
Courtland-Gleeson area, all of which I would place within the Cochise
plate . The quartz monzonite stock and possibly the Copper Belle Mon-
zonite Porphyry east of the stock are rootless at this location and, judg-
ing by the evidence of the Rincon Mountains, the downward extension of
these masses must lie 3 2 km or more to the west-southwest .

Continuation of the quartz monzonite and monzonite porphyry in
a lower structural level may occur in the Squaw Gulch Granite and Piper
Gulch Monzonite of the southern Santa Pita Mountains and the extension
of the granite in the quartz monzonite of the northern Patagonia Moun-
tains, about 100 km (60 mi) to the west-southwest . The Squaw Gulch
Granite is in large part a modal quartz monzonite (Drewes, 1971b and
1975, unpub . data) and, together with the extension in the Patagonia
Mountains (Simons, 1973) and, discounting the cover of younger rocks,
it underlies an area considerably larger than that of the Glee son Quartz
Monzonite . The Piper Gulch Monzonite is a very coarse grained rock that
strongly resembles the Copper Belle Monzonite Porphyry but is otherwise
almost unique in the region ; this rock lies east of the Squaw Gulch Granite .

Eight available radiometric ages, based both on the K-Ar method
on slightly chloritized biotite and on the Pb-alpha method on zircon,
show that the granitoid rocks to the southwest are 145-184 m .y. old
(Drewes, 1971b and Simons, 1973) or Jurassic and Late Triassic . A single
age obtained from biotite of the Gleeson stock to the northeast is 178
m.y . (Marvin and others, 1973) . These ages are comparable, but addi-
tional dating is needed to strengthen a correlation based solely on radio-
metric data .

Petrographic and chemical studies of the Gleeson Quartz Mon-
zonite and the Copper Belle Monzonite Porphyry as detailed as those of
the granitoid rocks to the southwest are also needed to evaluate their cor-
relation . Should these additional studies support the proposed correla-
tion, then the actual direction and amount of movement between the major
thrust plates are fixed, and the Ccchise plate moved 100 km east-north-
east over the Hidalgo plate . Although the amount of movement between
the Hidalgo plate and the autochthon remains unknown, it may be esti-
mated in the same order of magnitude, thus placing the combined dis-
tance at about 160 km (100 mi) .

The amount of tectonic transport of the major thrust plates in_
southeastern Arizona suggested by the meager available evidence is of
about the same order of magnitude as that proposed for the Laramide
thrust faults in northern Utah . Crittenden (1961) suggests a movement
there of 40 miles or more, and Eardley (1951, p . 330) gives a distance
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of 75 miles or more . Stewart and Poole (1974) tentatively suggest an
even larger distance, perhaps 100 miles or more . The general similarity
in proposed magnitude of thrust faulting in the two regions is of particu-
lar interest because different kinds of evidence are used ; in Utah the
evidence is based mainly on palinspastic reconstructions, whereas that
used in Arizona involves the duplication of a sequence of rocks and the
possible separation of parts of a stock .

Aae of Thrust Faults

The thrust faults in many of the mountain ranges of southeastern
Arizona have been recognized to be of Laramide age . In the Santa Rita
Mountains the thrust faulting is more precisely dated as having occurred
75-80 m .y . ago (Drewes, 1973a), and in the eastern part of the region,
some data from southwestern New Mexico (Corbitt and Woodward, 1970)
suggests that the age may be somewhat younger, perhaps latest Creta-
ceous or early Paleocene .

Evidence bearing on the age of thrust faulting in the western
part of the region is more abundant than in the eastern part . Rocks at
least as young as the Fort Crittenden Formation, dated by its locally
prolific fauna as Santonian or later Cretaceous (Miller, 1964 and Drewes,
1971c), and in places also the overlying dacitic rocks of the Salero For-
mation and its correlative rocks are deformed . Gill and Cobban (1966)
date the Santonian at about 82-84 m .y. The overlying rhyodacitic rocks
of the Salero Formation and their correlative units, which are dated in
many places as 72-73 m .y . old (summarized by Drewes, 1971c), are
post-orogenic . Moreover, five small granodiorite stocks, radiometrically
dated as 70-75 m .y . and mostly as 73 or 74 m .y . , lie along a belt (see
dashed line on figure 3) that is not apparently broken across the tear
fault(?) border between the two tectonic provinces ; apparently these are
among the oldest post-thrust fault rocks . While compressive deforma-
tion probably occurred throughout much of the Piman phase of the Lara-
mide Orogeny, the peak of thrust faulting probably occurred during the
interval of 75-80 m .y . ago .

In the eastern part of the region, the rocks thought to be cor-
relative with the dacitic rocks of the Salero Formation seem to be some-
what younger in appearance, and in Hidalgo County, New Mexico, a
locally folded andesitic unit, the Hidalgo Volcanics, is radiometrically
dated (Hayes and Kottlowski, 1973, oral commun .) as latest Cretaceous
or early Paleocene . In New Mexico, the Hidalgo Volcanics do not appear
to be overlain by rhyodacite volcanics, as in Arizona, so the upper age
limit of the orogeny cannot be closely dated there . Other rocks of prob-
able Late Cretaceous age also have not been precisely dated . Conse-
quently, neither the youngest possible age of deformation nor a signifi-
cant range of age of the time of deformation can yet be given .

The widespread occurrence of chips and blocks of exotic rock
types as xenoliths in the volcanic rocks of late Late Cretaceous age of
the region may indicate a genetic as well as temporal association of the
volcanic rocks with the thrust faulting . Exotic blocks are reported in the
andesitic rocks and the Cat Mountain Rhyolite of the Tucson Mountains
(Mayo, 1971), in the Salero Formation of the Santa Rita Mountains, in
the Uncle Sam Porphyry west of Tombstone (Gilluly, 1956, and Drewes,
1971c), and in the Sugarloaf Quartz Latite and the volcanics of South
Pass, of the Courtland area (Gilluly, 1956, and this report in the sec-
tion on continuity of thrust faults) . Slightly different origins were as-
cribed to the mixed rocks of these areas, but all of them involved
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volcano-tectonic processes . Conceivably, the compressive stress pre-
veiling during the time of thrust faulting helped to retain a magmatic
pressure building up below the thrust plates . With the cessation of the
compressive stresses, the release of the magmatic pressure may have
been more explosive than usual for such events, producing first an as-
sortment of vent breccias and tectonically unroofed sills, and later a
more passive emplacement of stocks and other volcanic rocks .

Tectonic Relations to Adiacent Regions

The tectonic features of the Laramide Orogeny in southeastern
Arizona are not unique, for they resemble in many ways the features as-
sociated with the Cordilleran thrust belt of the eastern Great Basin . In-
deed, these tectonic features may extend from British Columbia, with
but minor interruptions, far into Mexico (fig . 1) . Where sufficiently well
delineated, the frontal edge of the thrust belt is found to be made of a
series of large lobes, behind which the major plates moved somewhat
independently of each other . Internally the rocks of each of the thrust
lobes are broken into major plates between which older rocks are com-
monly moved over younger ones, and the major plates are further broken
along smaller bedding plane faults that typically slide younger rocks
over older ones . Throughout the Cordilleran thrust belt, movement of the
thrust plates has been east to northeast, and the amount of movement is
postulated to be on the order of tens of kilometers and probably more
than 100 km . A Late Cretaceous to early Tertiary age has also been pro-
posed for the faults along this thrust belt and an eastward younging of
the overthrusting has been recognized in several places . Thus, the thrust
faults of the Piman phase of the Laramide Orogeny in southeastern Arizona
are seen simply as a link in an extensive overthrust system .

The thrust plates of the southeastern tectonic lobe extend east
from southeastern Arizona to the Rio Grande (Corbitt and Woodward,
1971) and there swing gradually southward into Chihuahua (fig . 1) . The
leading edge of the northwestern lobe extends northwestward along the
east side of the San Pedro River ; the thrust plates are largely covered
but I judge that they trend gradually westward from near Superior to the
vicinity of Phoenix . Thrust faults have not yet been recognized in the
Phoenix area, perhaps because only autochthonous and post-orogenic
rocks occur there, the last remnants of overthrust rocks having been de-
stroyed by erosion or concealed by younger deposits . On the other hand,
further study of the Precambrian terrane and of the few small remnants of
Cretaceous and lower Tertiary rocks near Phoenix may lead still to evi-
dence of thrust faults . Thrust-faulted rocks of Paleozoic and Mesozoic
age occur further northwest between Wickenburg and the Bill Williams
River in western Arizona .

Postscript

Since the time this manuscript was submitted to the Arizona
Geological Society for publication, a new geologic study made of part
of the central Dragoon Mountains by Stanley B . Keith and Larry F . Barrett
(see their companion paper in this Digest) indicates that some structural
features reported in my paper may be amenable to alternative interpreta-
tion . Time is too short to permit a join review of certain critical field
interpretations if, indeed, it is needed at all, for their map is both de-
tailed and the key features were carefully rechecked by them . But a few
comments on the second-order interpretations or "office interpretations"
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are offered that may indicate the direction in which a solution to the
questions they raise may lie .

In brief, Keith and Barrett report that a segment of Gilluly's
(1956) Dragoon thrust fault (my regional Cochise thrust fault) is better
interpreted as an unconformity between Glance Conglomerate and Paleo-
zoic formations, and their Black Diamond fault is a normal or reverse
fault between the Bisbee Formation of Early Cretaceous age and various
rocks of Precambrian to Cretaceous ages, rather than another thrust fault .
Where the reported difference is essentially a field interpretation, such
as the nature of a contact or the age assignment of a rock, I have no
basis for an opinion, for I followed Gilluly's work, but clearly such re-
interpretations deserve serious attention . However, where second-order
interpretations, such as occur in structure sections, are made from new
field work, I might offer some suggestions because the major structural
features must make sense with respect to neighboring areas in which I
have some minor experience, as well as make sense internally within
the restudied area . From our independent work, both Gilluly and I find
structural interpretations involving major thrust faults-some of them
upended-attractive working hypotheses in areas northwest and south-
east of the central Dragoons, and consequently projecting such struc-
tures through the area in question is at least reasonable . Now, the major
northeastward overturned fold shown by Keith and Barrett, and also sub-
stantially shown by Gilluly, is nowhere seen to involve the Precambrian
crystalline rocks ; rather it appears to be a disharmonic structure and so
must be separated from the crystalline rocks by a fault . So far I believe
everyone is in accord . From their local study Keith and Barrett prefer to
view the amount of movement along this fault as relatively minor, and
from more regional studies both Gilluly and I view the amount as more
substantial . This question is difficult to resolve in any case and is
probably unsolvable in most small localities studied independently . For
example, my own study of the Santa Rita Mountains (Drewes, 1971a,
1971b, and 1973a) provided no answer to questions on amount of tectonic
transport on thrust faults, nor did a preliminary compilation of recent
maps between the San Pedro and Santa Cruz Rivers . Only with a still
more regional study did evidence of large magnitude of movement appear,
and even that evidence requires further support to provide the basis of
anything more than a working hypothesis . Surely, then, impressions
obtained from local areas must be viewed with caution . Now, if the fold
buckled against the buttress of an uplifted block along the Diamond Peak
fault, as Keith and Barrett suggest, one might wonder why the fold is
overturned rather than upright, as a chevron fold perhaps; or perhaps
erratically crumpled rocks might be expected . Having a large fold over-
turned suggests a more fluid situation in which thrust movement was un-
hampered, but of course that does not prove it .

Next, the proposed uplift of a buttress in pre-thrust fault time
of a mass sufficiently substantial to withstand unbroken the forces of a
thrust plate that has even the modest amount of movement of a mile or
so, as proposed by Keith and Barrett, should leave a record in the adjacent
sedimentary rocks, but it does not . For example, such a sedimentary
record of conglomerate wedges occurs adjacent to a pre-Laramide uplift
along the Sawmill Canyon fault zone in the Santa Rita Mountains (Drewes,
1973a) . But again, the absence of such support does not refute the in-
terpretation of some early uplift in the area, it only points out the areas
in which further study might be fruitful . Furthermore, is it reasonable to
suppose that a block uplifted along the Black Diamond fault in pre-Bisbee
time would have been available as an immovable buttress 30 m .y . or
more later, in Laramide time, or is it more likely that erosion would have
produced a subdued topographic ramp over which a thrust fault might
have been deflected? For the present Keith and Barrett have at least
pointed out that some serious questions may exist in our understanding
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of a structurally complex area, a situation which I hope fosters further
field efforts there .

Finally, a K-Ar determination of a biotite concentrate obtained
from a specimen of the main body of the Gleeson Quartz Monzonite shows
the rock to be 181 + 5 .4 m .y. old (R . F . Marvin, oral commun., 1975),
which supports the original Jurassic age determination .
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i

Fee rr~ ru : Lve bodies and copper deposits along e zone, a e? iei<i, ¢~ r ~ Z '~ r :,dv

a to one another. This trend is tranaveasa to the more northerly trends of tare
i

r°engea I n this pert of t be Basin and 1 ar.,je Province and the 2 ;~~:o is t .:z1

of : 3o .1,i.,3'in a d Range Orogen?t Lt' 12 also transverse

of cas«zoic structures 0 . Zone III is parallel to th^-. Utah-New Mexice VT of

Mayo T which has been character l zad by its lead isotope r aati cs2i . The 3 0ElC wesR.

Acit,na cread Is cot:ideut wit - segment o Spurr's *Gr 1a t ~ .Tfv"eY d ,'g
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xn[[ , iVE 0? DEPOSIT

I l is is the names

;~ y.Ah-w0stern North aericta a

grade and

and ages of producing aor.•phyry copperr depob1 r:r.~ t ;j

3 well a several undaveloped depo to o c ommerc:iai

tonnage . Only ages ) ts'LR°ad by the K-Ax S<.4'•'tod ou

u.~iu.a have been it cluded . aorthlende ages are omittedd because of observe cop » k
i

~ +L3za , a o € 0555 ;n . Where core than one analysis is av alla; . , : the :ace age

" Is e: %ji:Loyed and one half of the total ra of ages or I tu .y ., whichever is

larr.51a a is used a s the e t Ana of error `given in th table . Cthaxv{, :, r . the

aUf error #s that Sivcn in the primary reference which i c .F; . .

F6€ percent confidence level -'or most analyzes . The porphyry e°c_p ,er
f n+

B.-, Ar :on•a e not Included because of Its greate r ages l 3-~ :te uM ~,

s st3'~7s. ~ lph e vein nd x-.,placement deposit such as be i k_ .ted Ve'•d;e,

are .rl o excluded. The ogee of porphyry deposits range .-cr 5: a

72 mi _U c: years h ch spat the time of the "classical" Laratid : ~;rca „ :n , a

sax.l le i&ntica.i with the sprn of ages for sll volcanic aid d int o r! rA 4%

s : ai1zr ge In the region under t:ozaaldaratf.on. '

Figures 2a rhroug 2e show r he distriku.tion of e,epoeit; groupct into ~. m.y'

a&!: :tntervr1s . A tread of decreasing age to the € oucheast is i.nd .-ccv. ; . :firs

tr• .' :ndp about ,S4' "E' agrees closely With the S35*E trend of `tho r^rout: 'cT= F' a : s 5" .". : irk

zo e :III of Mayo 7 . Figure 3 ss a plot of t o ages of all at

diatan a aou 4 ea r of Mineral Park. Pima-Mission . locality 7 ; Sw,-i

loceelity 19 ; nd I pir stion-Castle D e, locals yr 23 are a:o sidL .:c dLi a . . :

4 -iuI'ts because .hey are : a single depo it, faulted parts f f r.

or two dated by a sin: r.e intrue on respectively. Th

been projected to a line bearing 34O'"E and passing & rough H . Ia era :. Pare. A do:• bl e

error regreselon26 has been applied to the data, asst dnlg a J km . e . roc in d t . use



and an errorr in the ages as Is given in able 1 . Ilie slope of regression is

35 .7 - • 6 . S. ,kin . /-A . ; . (3.57 + 0 .65 em-/yr.). The h ea 'y- solid line of i igt re 2 i

the t ean ' slope passing through the sc an locations and age . ` ae dashed, lhi :a : .Icli--

cute the on : sib error of the slope . i` a correlation coefficient for t eoe

Lventy--f: ve data points is 0.789, indicating that on has a pryyubii_ityy

oaf significance greater than 99 and that 62% of ehe to-al v; riance of . abet is

agou tad for by the regresa i)u27 .

LitLAMHOT SPOT

Me e:;hezl inq i n c g rp'ayri, copper z a s~ ~edc. has a i Itc; is tty-p :i-

c .:nl of plate Lions as derived from sea floor data and -'he ege Csi r ;. :, , i F :;c;c

rfn erua1s . Th:.e stro1Psr;Y,y e"gg5?.ntsi eo relationship betv, .2^n rigid

: ore hyry o p Tp1. ac ent . The loot or~ z a c c1epo& i t.. aerU:.v

era acs be-, s st€ s r icalki, rela ted to the subdu<.;tion ::cane •-, this a8 a h h

b n rGstula . d off of tale Pacific coast of Raja Caiifarn a and aou hv. :rr C,m,j°'

Ii. s4sch were the case , one might expect the age of depoeit: > to vary' at a*,, ;

toa the trend of the sohduction zone put not parallel to Lt .

The bate can be interpreted as a migrating magna source . :bet 'bias ~.-

>ist rly within the lithosphere or at3thenosphere or, alternatively, as

r7)vr. :e within asttheenosphere o -resosphere that was stat'Lor, 3'.y as the

plate ove northzwasteriy in res ponse to the forces of sea f oot

.:e lam -,r cckept la adopted in this paper the simplist !~ypothe+: s

the hut spot Concept hay been cell established and tac 4'E?El~?? .a. :k~' : ~i' P : S3'Pt.ti

o a:i jlain a£ d.'l .3ri c swill' 'urine pf.'a 4'; .gsn and oceanic ielzad Ylital x}k' . Ma 1c:- r, . . F.,prinrei)t

plate motion is 3 .57 - 0 .65 cm./yr. k 350 4- * during the time, interval ,.J 7 €°o 52

m.y. ago . The maximum dimension of the hot spot in the iirectLan of piat a a ot .l sn,

as derived fro .. ?igur : 3, is 450 'ton . '~` 4:> value agrees with oaxinii,-, :4 th hh o 0,e
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zone of porphyry copper pl .ce nt, 450 ., measured normal to the dix•act_ton of

motion. ` 1 dieter is similar to the 300 km d±aaaetar of the lawaiir-n hot

pot: . organ7 haz ea t' . ted that hot spots would have a d± etcr of 150 km.

'heseet osti atee are in good agreement , in view of the fact that do-r; ply rc+oLed

p.10 e would te: to spread outward at the base of or in. the lower p rt of thine .

11%hospbe_te .

` hJ.t hot spot may he-;-e ed eted only for the duration of the L.v. :a ;ci ;., 53°r 6eny .

""o It: cee to ical ' that it would have begun a a -small hot spot

In size asnti the time OZ mrm Larex de activity, ca . 65 w .y . agog near `axsc sin,

.goon, and di.:M-n::.shed in size as the Lax•arnide volcanic activity u,'-,

nu d he r: t. et fall extent of. the trace of this hot spot is a1x• ad • S. 'a .

It is also possible, ho cver , that this hot spot: a fisted for a more

of ti :w and that more evidence ie to he found along the projer- iIx !s o -Uhi

tg2nd. . It. is of intc:re t Paz `note that &uaynopira, Chihuahua near !:'he So : ro or

do , lies 16 ;.!> S30° of a o (Carta (Thologica de I Re-publica

196.8' . At this locality, copper tsteral n ation e k ? :awes :'.o be relate-' tr.> C,

quartz norczo ite the t intrudes probable Cretaceous limestone and is %s'ter a a.n by

rf.'Mla Tertiary rhyoiite28 ( D . S . fo in, oral communication, 19-13) . T ' to . ~ r-.Ppc- it

is related to the proposed hot spot, ite age. should )e 48 j- G s :.y . With tbiu

extension, the tr ace o f the hot spot is increased b about 85U ke

Coney2 3̀, ° h presented evidence that major reorge -iizatioit of plate . F xs c:r^

occurred at about 80 and 40 n.y . ago. In view of his artjtar in'ts, it s ezz

that the Arizona tread can be a tended further than about 400 'tea. E.x t e r~; -~y~efsi.

or i ou heast without Some thane in direction .



fl
L&BAKI)D PLATE TIO;N

The diractiac of p1atu motion derived here at first seas contrary to utoti axe

der .ved by Dietz and i1olden2 and by Ph . ..li;s and Forayth4 . The data preaented

here ere thought to represent etiatatls of motion that arp not res iaad :*j' the ire

ri r ized a proach of those reports . Vie data also appear a odds wr!t2 the

any : .y 4es of motion of the North American plate- by Coney 29 . 0 and by ~UcQr :f. nor and

^a "1' . . ~.o` '~ TM appro,"'~1mately this na.:a .,.~a s rl&z r,) atime- period . The latter ti..10 art~icl&z v~„E -,Zest

date for the KeL-L - -lie P usland and Corners seewwats together with the -a e;

hot spat in t ha North Atlantic to derive a change of motion fur the Hocth-h f .;et-e &' .
31p]-ate at about 74 -a .y. sago . McGreL r Krhuse report plate rrotio of 2112SGW

tr• ,?E 1P;3 to 74 w -y . ego and S6S subsequent to 74 -m .y . ago foc t az r 13 .Lv o ;: E:FSe

Norm Atlantic . The second trend rM.portad by them iQ the oa ly other Iv-,t x oi.

t'« € ce preaontiy k ow-n to this writer • from the North arisen gate for t~u:! tire

interval under cot: i*ratioa here . A pole of r otation for the .North &1Ctr .cas-t

plate for this interv,i can be derived from the iii : araect o . of r rp ndicula.:s

to these two trends on a aahw :'a . Tie iutesection lies at about 5C"N 1yetrde

and 64 °W longitud e in the region of r'nticosti Island . The location of-- this p,01a

of rotation can only be considered as an approximation because. only two prcject :tok:a

are c'yxrently available to determine its- position . The angle- subtended b y the

hot spot trace Ann the Arizona region i about 7 degre -m Indii-al i.ng a

0 .35 degrees per z .y . far an interval of at least 20 'm .y , The ent .ra itr-gumont :p.

predicated upon the assumption that both regions have been parts of :., a -na ..iwj

fore o}l North American plate since 72 ts .y . ago . This assunption may Prove (:0

i *c.orra ct, but la e scale rotation within the North !~ecai icon plate since

time a;L &s unlikely .
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a

Figure 2 . The distribution 4.f .phyry copper deposits as a function of age

grouped into 4 m.y . age intervals :

a. Circled deposits 68 .0 to 71:9 m,y .

'b . Circled d :posits 64 .0 to 67 .99 gym . p .

c . Circled c epos1t $0 .0 to 63.9 . .grr

d. .Circled depo to 56 .0 to 59 .9 ma .y ..

e. Circled deposits 52 .0 to 55 .9 m .y .

Other symbols, as in Figure 1 . ,
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Figure 3. The age of deposits a fwictlon of distance uou hcast of U ineral

Prix&, Ari o aa. Distance of d pcait is projected to a line bearing

'S :ro a locality 2 . Me slope of the heavy solid line irk ;io57 4

0.65 en./yr. c dashed .inns are the one sigma limits of the alo9p,

The light co1id lines are the :xtre rart$ee oi ages parallel to the

mean line . These t o Ii Des indicate ae fxiui dizenalo of th

proposed hit spat along the tie, ca . 450 Icy.
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POST LAR z4IT'E 1113TORZ OF THE DEPOSITS

Northward araftora of the North American continent daring the Cn ::4c: of c t '

ca' p .tihld with, eut not required by gala cl ma olo 1ca1 eviden e for ro ,ic,a1

and eubtro 1ca1 ¢:1i~iate8 during t e late Crstaweous and earl y Tertiary 7,.9,32

34,or cli atic cooling from earl .} to late Tertiary33' . . A warm and wet c x*nate mn

also; b w ,rnifcat by the occurrence of early Tertla blankets of supe eae copp -

enric :ext pt:.eDercd beneath uiddie Tertiary volcanicc aan edit enta r~; actF 1 :j for

o " the deposit of the re o i. Titley35 hags observed that some of th fear.

ph-urcy ccppe r de oalts of the: southwest Pacific have well. developed

arnd blanke ta of econdarily enriched copper A ' . As c eee deposits axis

ra . ion years of ate, and t e rate of uplift and erosion are e x .rez :. ; • t

o: a? t be c=ane:' du6ed that the secondary enrichment there is a product o aa.^r- ° is ~-~

cep',;e tiiie and indeed, may be In progress today in tropical cd _imatea ° " €'z I ac .,. of

evidence for late Tertiary enrichment of copper' in Arizona :aay, iii part, be fd- r.,-.- to

a conco ..' .tent` decrease of tet ere€ture and raai1:2al l as a result o ne r:. . ;*„7^??i Ys' C:

plate M ig done as 'well as the deveio gent of orograp hic rain ah:dows to

E unt irL building to the west . The northward migration of Nor Awk-.ricer Gsr•?., x

th early Terry Is compatible with palseomagnetic. data ', A w,)-,re

c3.1u .n..t for North bb r :i .^a during the Eocene is eleo supported by thi .. .a : : . .race ~J

too. beu;-it deposits of i rkaneaa (oral sugi' nes t a_on f c aric Cheue;, 1117?) .

„9icax Western .~•„ration of the North Axe ricaza plate over -- fixed r.-au .Ue

spot • ±.a a prefictive concept that preaents a coherent and si rp1e _qod i 4hr -1 cn,.,•.

Vl. .iaa a unique aorociation of the time and space reiation& .ps o.t

tI-. and petrog netic province . It 13 an extensir of some of :he cone-pt;;.

d s of :. 4li Both hypog:ne and supergene processe.rs sect to be k-c atc-d ,.. the

plate motion and are at least approximately compatibl e s,*a.rh plate r.«otio r,n i:s

deduced fruri ev :idcs., e of the ocean basins , palaeozagnetic latitude deter , .uations



-9»

tom,,'
and the data of p laeocliiato : .ogy . The concepts developed here suggest that other °

t
ort.hoa +Y,mailc-volcaaogenic etallogenetic and petrographic provinces in contineutai

e vL anzent should be re-evaluated in order to cress the po s sible role of rl:.>nti€e

p?.gi:m^ or hot snots in their development .
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tha State of € izona. Contribution No . 79 , Department of Ceoacft ces, T v :.-

Dity of lai zona .



i

i
d
i

S

r

TABLE I K-Ix Dates of Porphyry Copper Deposits*
Arizona Sonora and Near Mexico

-Locality . .
on Fig . I a'W

Distance from
1 .nera Park Age*

?r . . ;:i.nT
::eaerence

I inerai Park 0 71 .5 + 2 .6 2 5

J''3agdac 120 70 .9 + 2 . IDS

3 Coppe d, Basin 160 *64 . 4C

4 Vulture Kt as . 200 66 .8 4- 1.? 43

.5 Sacaton 360 64 .5 + ? .4

6 S: verbeil 410 67 .1 + 2 .0 2 ;41a

7 460 57 .4 + 1.4 25,41

Miss ion 460 57 .4 + 1 .4 25 41

3 Sic'rri*-a 465 a ., .

asps :a za 465 *61 . 6 4. 1 .0 25

T lu utter 465 53 .5 + 1 .9 25

9 i lvetia 470 - -

470 -

10 I.ad F unt ain 520 . . .

11 Ca as ea • 585 :: 8.5 + 2 . z ~~

Aurora 645, *53.4 + 1 .0 4s

13 1 ..area 660 _ .

14 I.a C ridad 690 2. C + 2 .0 <

15 ~sw Cornelia 305 *63.0 `Y 1 .0 2_,y .:2

16 Veko1 335 ' -

17 Lakeshore 360 '64.1 ± 2,0 251

is Poe ton Butte 355 62 .0 + 1.0



Ta-ble 1, Continued

Lo a1.':aty Distance febw
of Fig . I lame Mineral Park Age* refeAeuce

39 San 'aaae1 425 67 .0 + 2 .0 24

Kala razoo 425 67 .0 4 2 .0 24

0 Copper Creak 430 67 .5 + 1 .5
.

41,44

21 .> 375 65 .4 + 1 .0 2

22 Christmas 405 62 . 24

23 Copper Cities 365 63. 24

as .pirattio 365 *57 .8 + I . 0 41,42,4.5

to tl Dome 365 *57 .a3 ± 1 .0 4x.,42,45

24 Sa 'ord (KCC) 470 62 .4 • • 2 .3 25,47

afford (PD) 470

25 Vror0 c.1 490 55 .2 ± 1 .5 42

2 `$ 'rove 590 56 .2 + 1 .7 42

27 Chino 580 *59 .0 + 3 .5 42,46

' rror , s given in primary reference or where z ote.d by asterisk -.a
tctal rang , of values applied to the mean where two or sere analyses
are available from the primary references . Bisbee, Arizona is not

.o claded ..

11 :'T .B . Damoxa, Peraonq . Communication .

***D.E . Livi ston, in preparation .
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Figure 1s. porphyry copper deposits of southwe .rern North krericae This figure

ihclude s both coa tre:i.ral :i d s ,.la-co t-cia1 deposits . Maker d s °:s_d

• dot try: k €apcal.ta 11,ued in 'Fable :, . The number of cfirclen inli atc

the =.t ar of dcpo its at each locality . The lettered sc*-id i ot& are

other gotph ry copper dw posits wwh .c are not diacu se in ti--o paper ;

, xertixgton ; B .M., -rattle main ; By Ely ; B, Mien, aauaa NA "ss:Lifocd

C, Carri: 1on . f symbols indicate towns aac cities in Arx. »o ;1a : Y, luwu ;

kW, ,CkenbLar g V, V . ;sta ; P., Thoea ix ; s , T .c3onm 3, B1 b. .-e .

)lea , arse indicate zone- 111 .
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