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AMERICAN,SMELTING AND REFINING COMPANY
Tuecson Arisona

October 27, 1950

DAY MINE
Near Fort Thomas
Graham County, Arizons

I have recently spent a couple of days in the area northwest of
Safford, checking on the porphyry copper prospect referred to in your Memoran-
dum of September 25th, Before leaving, I called Reinhart and determined
that the prospect was supposed to lie seven or eight miles north of Ft.

Thomas and that a prospsctor by the name of Roper had noted extensive iron
staining in the area., Subsequently I learned in Ft. Thomas that ths "0ld
Day Mine" situated in the hills north of town, had been located some 60
years ago and had been insctive since., Ed McEuen of Ft. Thomas has the gra-

sing rights eonr:lng the area.

An old rosd leads in to the prospect which might be suitable for
jeep travel; however, I made the trip with a rented saddle horse, The dis-
tance is approximately 10 miles by read from Ft, Thomas, The attached map
l;m the location relative to the Gila River and the ersst of the Gila range
(<) mmo

The prospect is situated in older volcanie rocks in a window eroded
through the younger cover of volcanies. The younger rocks comprice a series
of rather flat-lying andesite and basalt flows on a tuffaceous base, The
older rocks, rhyolite and andesite flows cut by northeast-trending andesite

dikes, are broken by mmerous limonite-bearing joints and fractures
nnd are extensively altered, The rock appears to heve been lightly pyritiszed

‘prior to weathering and leaching, No minerals other than the various iron

oxide products were noted, The ocuterops ave pale yellowish-brown in color.
The mineralised sone contimues northerly beneath the pont-n!.nenl lava oap.
(See attached np) A

A mumber of faults, striking from west to mﬂhwat, ocut ﬂa later
laves aleng the range front southwest of the Day prospect. These show quite
prominently on aerial photographs (borrowed from the Ground Water Division
of the U. S, G. 8. in Tucson), It is considered likely that the window des~
cribed above was proded as a result of thcu fault movements which elevated
a block of older volcanic rocks,

Ne workings other than a few discovery pits were found., A windmill
for watering range cattle ie situated in the bo tom of the wash, Apparently
the chief attraction to the early prospectors was the. m&u iron staining
and alteration in the rocks. It is possible, of course, that gold or silver
Vdulmpnmtinmormuml.h m.-rorthemntpmmn
seams appeared to strike at rudu; hmvor, many with northauterlr trends
were noted,
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Memorandum for Mr. Wilson

It is very unlikely thnt the copper samples mentioned by "Smith
of International” were obtained in thisg vieinity. However, I'm reasonably
sure that this is the area described to Reinhart by Roper,

Coneluding, the prospect does not itself appear to hold any possi-
bilities; no evidence was found of limonite after chalcocite or any other
mineral of potential value, and certain plutonic rocke characteristic of
disseminated copper deposits are absent., However, the presence of widespread
alteration and mineralization, the limits of which are partislly concealed,
may have some significance in a district study; only two other windows are

~ known along the Gila range, the one northeast of Safford and a very small one

seven miles north of Ceronimo, (Geronimo Mine), Other windows no doubt exist,

and on the chance that they might provide leads to concealed deposits, further

search for them is believed warranted. As previously discussed, the most rapid
and inexpensive means is considered to be by aerial reconnaissance.

Dl Futiaghe—

JHCtar ~ J. H, COURTRIGHT

Attachment: Map -

October 27, 1950
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GEOLOGIC SKETCH MAP
VICINITY OF DAY MINE

Graham County.
AMERICAN SMELTING AND REFINING COMPANY

Arizona

Drainage and geology in part from U.S. Soil
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. AMERICAN SMELTING AND REFINING COMPANY
Tucson Arizonsa

September 25, 1950

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. COURTRIGHT

PORPHYRY Cu_ PROSPECT
Northwest of Safford?

On a recent trip to Tucson, Jack Reinhart, who you recall
used to be with us, left the following message with Mrs, Ridges:

. . "Reinhart ssys there are a lot of copper prospects and was

Cﬁf?_shwff"ot é%feJ told by Smith at International that he has seen some of the

et , s ore: It comes from an area at the edge of the Indian Reserva-
tion quite a 1little northwest of Safford - a very remote ares.
There is supposed to be both porphyry and gernetized limestone,
Reiphart has not seen this but it sounds as though it might
be in a favorable area, due to its location in the middle of
the zone of the other deposits which include Morenci, It is
such rugged country that access would have to be by horseback
or it might be necessary to walk, His Company could not han-
dle it; for that reason he is telling you-about it as we are
in a better position to do 1it.

"Reinhart thinks you may be interested in it - that it
might be the kind of thing you are looking for, He would have
gone to see it and wanted to do that before telling you about
it but had not the time. While he is in that area, if you
would want any particular information he would be glad to itry
to get it for you as he is 'in an ideal position to do ittn,

Some of Reinhart!'s information - e. g. "International"
seems to be confused with Coppermines., However, this might be
worth your inquiry to see if there is a new lead here, while at

Morenci,
- =
=
LKWiar L. KENNETH WILSON
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