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ACCESS STATEMENT 

These digitized collections are accessible for purposes of education and research. We 

have indicated what we know about copyright and rights of privacy, publicity, or 

trademark. Due to the nature of archival collections, we are not always able to identify 

this information. We are eager to hear from any rights owners, so that we may obtain 

accurate information. Upon request, we will remove material from public view while we 

address a rights issue. 

CONSTRAINTS STATEMENT 

The Arizona Geological Survey does not claim to control all rights for all materials in its 

collection. These rights include, but are not limited to: copyright, privacy rights, and 

cultural protection rights. The User hereby assumes all responsibility for obtaining any 

rights to use the material in excess of “fair use.” 

The Survey makes no intellectual property claims to the products created by individual 

authors in the manuscript collections, except when the author deeded those rights to the 

Survey or when those authors were employed by the State of Arizona and created 

intellectual products as a function of their official duties. The Survey does maintain 

property rights to the physical and digital representations of the works. 

QUALITY STATEMENT 

The Arizona Geological Survey is not responsible for the accuracy of the records, 

information, or opinions that may be contained in the files. The Survey collects, catalogs, 

and archives data on mineral properties regardless of its views of the veracity or 

accuracy of those data. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Mining Records Curator 
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416 W. Congress St., Suite 100 

Tucson, Arizona 85701 
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inquiries@azgs.az.gov 
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SUITE 402, 900 WELCH ROAD, PALO ALTO , CALIFORNIA 94304, TELEPHONE (415) 328-3457 

VEKOL MOUNTAIN RANGE 

AREA LOCATION # 2 

. CLAIMS INVOLVED: 

(A) Lead Chief Claims 
(B) Hilltop Extension Claims 
(C) Copperosity Claims 
(D) Red Chief Claims 
(E) P~pago Claims 
(F) Guadalupe Claim 
(G) Veko1 Claims 
(H) Christmas Gift Claims 

Ownership 
10 S.L.B1ack,et a1 
7 S.L.Black,etal 

10 S.L.Black 
2 Optioned 
6 Optioned 
1 S.L.B1ack 
6 Optioned 
4 Optioned 

Mana gement 
S.L.B1ack 
S.L.Black 
S.L.Black 
Optioned 
Optioned 
S.L.B1ack 
Optioned 
Optioned 

NOTE: Location of these properties are as indicated on the 
enclosed area location map in red. All of the claims 
involved herein have been examined and approved as 
val id by the BLM. Assessment work on all claims is 
current and where grazing fees to the Papagos apply, 
they are paid. 

Explanation of Ownership and Management 

Where the name S. L. Black alone appears, the ownership and 
management are held by Mr. Black exclusively. Where S. L. Black, 
et al appears, the ownership is held by Mr. Black and limited 
partners or other equity holders of an undivided interest. 
In the case of optioned claims, management wi 11 transfer to 
Mr. Black at such time as the options are exercised. 

JOINT VE NTURE WITH THE PAPAGO NATION 

Because of the ownership of these mining claims, Mr. Black 
has the first right to' negotiate with the Papago Nation for 
the purpose of securing an exploration permit with exclusive 
option to lease suf f icient area for the operation of any 
discovery. This exclusive option may take the form of a 
joint ve nture f or the ope ration of any discovery wherein the 
Papagos would rece i ve a percentage of net profits as opposed 
to an NSR royalty under a lease agreement. The Papago lands 
secured, combined with the mining claims hereinabove set 
forth, will hereafter be referred to as the "property." 
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AREA LOCATION #2 
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LOCATION 

As can be seen by the aforementioned area location map, this 
property 1 ies to the southeast of the Reward Mine owned 
jointly by Newmont Mining Company and Superior Oil Company. 
It covers the area principally comprised of the Vekol Mountains 
and the surrounding pediment. 

DATA 

Based on data accumulated from allover the known parameter 
of geological, geochemical, and geophysical work, there is a 
well estab1 ished and large anomaly within this area. Accord­
ing to the Papago Nation, more major companies have made 
inquiries regarding this area than any other location on the 
Reservation. A letter from Mr. Strickland regarding negotia­
tions with Superior Oil Company is attached as Exhibit # 1. 
Superior Oil Company stated that their particular interest 
in negotiating with us was for the purpose of securing this 
property. 

We understand that the joint venture between Newmont and 
Superior on the Reward Mine qrea has developed an ore body 
of about 200.000,000 tons. They are in process at this time 
of evaluating the metallurgical characteristics of the ore 
preparatory to the construction of a mill ing facil ity. 

For purposes of verification, names of cognizant individuals 
and accumulated data will be suppl ied upon request. 

SLB:a 

Enclosures: 1. Exhibit fll - Letter from W. E. Stri-ck1and to 
S. L. Black dated 6/26/70. 

2. Area location map. 
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LAW ,OF.ICES OF 

EXHIBIT #1 ' 
VEKOL MOUNTAIN RANGE 

·AREA LOCAT ION #2 

STRICKLAND. ALTAFFER, DAVIS & EpPSTEIN 
WiLliAM E . STRICKLAND 

DABNEY R . AlTAFF"ER, 

THOMAS oJ . DAvIS 

AOBERT W , CPPSTllN 

SUITE 1008 TRAN SI\ MC lliCA I3 UllDII~G 

TUCSON,ARIZONA 85701 

,June 26, 1970 

Mr. Steven Lee Black, President 
The Lee Companies 
900 Welch Road, Suite 402 
Palo Alto, Ca. 94301 

, . 

Re: Negotiations for Exploration Agreement 

TELEPHON£ (;24·1774 

AREA Cooe 60<! 

(Superior Oil Co. - Steven L. Black Parago Nation) 

Dear Mr. Black: 

Our negotiations with Superior Oil Company are proceeding in a 
. favorable light. There has never been any objection to the $1 
'milliondollars asking price for a half interest in your mining 
properties located on the Papago Reservation. The remaining 
points to be agreed upon ~re basically matters to be decided by 
the PapagoTribal Council because they involve and affect the 
Papa go Nation. Most of· these points asked for by Superior Oil 
Co. are based upon realistic thinking and should be acceptable 
to the Papago Tiibal Council either in the~r original form or in 
a modified form that would satisfy Superior Oil Company's objec- , 
tives. We expect to have a meeting scheduled in the very near 
fut~re with the mining committee of the Papago ' Tribal Council, 
its Tribal Chairman, and.its mining and legal advisors. As soon 
as the date is set for said meeting, I will notify you. 

WES/fjb 
Air Nail 

Very truly yours, 

WILLIAM E. STRICKLAND 
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