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HOWARD COPPER MINE

The area around the Howard Copper Mine is rugged, with uniform
slopes of up to 30 ° common. Local relief is 400 to 500 feet from Turkey
Creek to the ridges above the mine. No roads now extend to the property,
howevedr, vehicles can be taken to within 2 miles of the mine from the
north and reportedly to within 1 1/2 miles from the south. According to
Mr. Mike Dibble, vehicles can be driven up the river bed to the property
during the dry season.

Rocks exposed are sericite and chlorite schists of the Yavapi
series, and the regional foliation is roughly north-south. Local faults
and fractures are common throughout the area. Near the mine, a distinct Fe-
oxide color anomaly is present in the schist units, and appears to trend
from the mine workings N 10 W about 2000 feet to a point jus?ﬁorth of Turkey
Creek.

Outcrops on the slope above the working contain "dustings" of
Copper oxide minerals, but these oxides were not encountered on the ridge top
or further to the south or north. The copper oxide outcrop area covers
approximately 300 feet in strike length(N 10 W) and is 30 to 40 feet in width.
It is explored by a shallow shaft and a short crosscut. Minor guf sulfides
(pyrite)fﬁg; noted as fine disseminations in the schist at a Tocation 15 feet
inside the crosscut; this being about 10 feet x&k vertically below the surface.

Brief examination of the lower adit and crosscuts revealed that a

high sulfide zone about ten feet wide and extending fifty to seventy-five
feet along strike (N10-12W, 72 W) is exposed in a stope between the first
and second crosscuts. Sulfides visible include pyrite, chalcopyrite,

chalcocite, and bornite(?); total sulfide content is estimated at three to

five percent. The zone extends nearly parallel to regional foliation
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(N2W, 70W), and it occurs in a sericitic chlorite schist unit enclosed on

the east and west by sericite schist. Limonite pseudomorphs in the schist
exposed in the ribs of the adit indicate that other small sulfide lenses

may occur along strike, but no specific indications of the existence of
en echelon pods of mineralization were found.
In the vertical extent, sulfides appear to be present from just below

the surface oxide outcrop to at least the stopes in the Tower adit (a

vertical distance of two hundred feet, and perhaps deeper). Sulfides

reportedly were encountered in the 465 level of the now-flooded shaft.
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