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Later epithermal veins occur superimposed across the older veins in (
both the Burro Burro and Rockhouse areas.

In the area 3 to 5 miles southeast of the Burro Burro prospects, several
veins have been prospected for gold, tungsten, and copper. These include
the Lucky Strike, Sunset Limited, Lilly-Saguaro-Empire, Ajo-Gunsight,
and Black Bess-Bullion Bar prospects (Plate 1). Of these, none of which
is very impressive, the Black Bess-Bullion Bar shows the best copper
mineralization. All of the veins are dominantly massive, crystalline
quartz with scarce sulfides and even scarcer copper minerals generally.
Their age is difficult to even guess; some may be as old as Precambrian.

Mid to Late T.ertiary Epithermal Veins

~ Classic epithermal "Tertiary type" veins comprise the only economically
_, signifiéant mineral deposits found in the Gunsight district. The veins - .:

' range up to 15 feet or more in thickness and several persist individually
/i along strike for more than 1,000 feet. Vein texture is characteristically
 banded, crustified, and commonly exhibits filled, cockade breccia with
~+ abundant vugs. The larger veins generally are a.ctually sheeted zones of
.+ closely spaced individual veins up to 1 foot or so in thickness. Vein walls

generally are abrupt and well defined. 254 : T

- Wall rock alteration is the typical strong bleaching of vein walls for several
- feet on both sides. No instrumental analysis of alteration minerals was °

" attempted; however, the bleached zones appear to be dominantly argillic :
 with probably some development of sericite. . s : S

Vein minerals are, in approximate order of abundance, dominantly (1) .
quartz, both crystalline and chalcedonic; (2) siderite or other high ferrian
carbonate; (3) barite; (4) fluorite, mainly pale green and little pale purple;
and (5) specularite, mainly as late(?) films and veinlets in tight fractures,
~  and highly variable amounts of chalcopyrite and galena. Supergene minerals
"' include scarce chalcocite and covellite replacing chalcopyrite and locally
. conspicuous chrysocolla, malachite, and azurite.’ Cerusite and probably
 :anglesite apparently were abundant in the oxidized silver-bearing ore shoots
. originally mined in the district. . ' ) ’
.~ /Although no gungsten minerals were observed, ‘scheelite is reported in the veins
~#1u(Tognoni, 1964), and vein widths up to 5 feet are reported to contain nearly 0. 7% ‘
. #'WO3 in places. Oddly, tungsten mineralization is not unusual in epithermal
. :.veins which in Nevada and Colorado have been significant producers of the
Tepsmetal, ; :
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The stronger veins occur in a 0.5-mile-wide north-trending zone about
1.5 miles in length across the eastern exposed portion of the Gunsight
mid-Tertiary stock. The southernmost veins cut the older gneissic
rocks; however, the productive portions of the veins are limited to the

stock.
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