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Memorandum . -6 - ' _ April 25, 1968

of the formation name, as in _t¥ _ for Calvert formation-of

Tertiary age, If a formation is made of two words--for

examplc, Fort Union formation-~there is a choice of symbols,

in this instance _1¥__ or _Ttu . If members of the Fort Union

are mapped, the first letter of the name is commonly used with

the first letter of the member name, as in T# for the Lebo shale
member of the Fort Union formation. This method keeps the sym-

bol from becoming unnecessarily long. Do not use complex multiple
letter symbols, No.symbol should include more than four letters.

For a mapped unit of Precambrian age that does not bear
a formal name but is referred to only by rock type, as for
example, gneiss, the symbol may consist of the first two letters
of the rock type. The letter symbol for the rock type need not
be preceeded by the age symbol

On maps showing metamorphic rocks, vhere it may be desirable
to show the metamorphic zones or facies involved in the various
stratigraphic units, a letter symbol may be used to indicate the
type of zone or facies. The letter symbol and the boundaries of
the zone or facies may be over-printed on the map in a color
differing from that used for the formation symbols'and boundaries."

- Abbreviations should be used wnth discretion - partlcularlyfwhen an -
extensive text is involved. Do not attempt to compose a number of con=
secutive sentences or rock descriptions consisting of abbreviations only.
They are easy to put on paper, by a writer thoroughly familiar with such
abbrevnatuons, but translation by another person, if not subject to
ambiguity, is exceedingly difficult,

All abbreviations retained in a fnnal text or on a finished map
should be exp]auned in the same manner as color designation and symbols,

Section Four - SELECTED REFERENCES

'

The following list goes into the above subjects in greater detail
and could be reviewed for both pleasure and academic interest,

Text Material

American Geologic Institute (AGI), 1950's
Various data sheets pertaining to geology.
Presently in excess of forty sheets: AGlI,
144l N, Street, N. W,, Washington, D, C, 20005
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SUGGESTED_ABBREVIATIONS (con't)

GENERAL DESCRIPTION (con't)

spher:

stn

stri

st

sA, sAng

~ sR, sRoun
tab

tr

trans

tit

tpt

vn

vit

vert

v

vit

wk

wea

w/

zn

CRYSTALS

hex
isom
mon
ortho
" rhom
tet
tri

COLOR

blk
brn
gry
grn
org
. pnk'
pur
red
wht
yel
dk

It

spherical
stained.
striated
strong
subangular
subrounded
tabular
trace
transitional
translucent
transparent
vein
veinlet
vertical
very
vitreous
weak
weathered
with

zone

hexagonal
isometric
monoclinic
orthorhombic
rhombohedral
tetragonatl
triclinic

black
brown
gray
green
orange
pink
purple
red
white
yellow
dark
light
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