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128 flotation cells extract molyb-
denum concentrate from rough ore in
the first of several separation proc-
esses. At left, 100-ton diesel electric
truck, used to transport ore from pit
to crusher, dwarfs sedan alongside.




Molybdenum concentrate is
piped from flotation cells to'
thickening tank where rough -
concentrate is prepared for re-
grinding and more flotation.




Questa Mine History...

The northern New Mexico mountain country has had
its share of prospectors. Back in the nineteenth century
gold was the object of the search. In 1914 a prospector
named Fahey staked claims in the Questa area. Molybde-
num then was very little known, but Fahey and other
people reasoned that it must have some use. One of
the first uses of Questa molybdenum was as a primitive
shoe polish, used by natives in the area.

In 1921 Molycorp, with offices in Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania, acquired claims to the Questa site, and in 1922
began production, using an existing 50-ton gold mill near
Red River. This was Molycorp’s first mining operation.
Underground mining was the initial method of operation,
following veins of high grade ore through tunnels. In
1923 production warranted Molycorp’s construction of
their own 50-ton mill.

As years went by the uses of molybdenum steadily
increased, as did demand. However, in 1957 production
slowed, and an underground exploration program was
inaugurated. In 1960 a surface drilling program was
started and by 1964 sufficient reserves had been blocked
out to make feasible a new plant and expanded operation.

In the past three years a total investment of $40 million
has been made by Molycorp at the Questa property.
Annual production of molybdenum at Questa, utilizing
the open pit method, has been estimated at approximately
10 million pounds. This new production represents about
10 percent of the total free world output and 15 percent
of the molybdenum consumed in the United States.

In little more than 50 years a prospector’s claim in the
remote northern New Mexico mountain country has
become one of the primary molybdenum mines in the
world — an ultra-modern, efficient mining and milling
operation under the auspices of Molycorp.
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Molycorp

280 Park Avenue, New York, New York

Questa Mine and Mill Questa, New Mexico
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PART VII: LEAD-ZINC SYMPOSIUM

108* 08’

secse’

AT X v, <,

3 X
)l

<l
Y

/.

CASLE

L4

\N\GF

—— Y
..\ cP

Fi1G.

i,

et

Copper Flat
NS> |
Tql ]
|

A

\ O
NN N Y

v
5
>

Copper Flot
Kg

P
\_I‘Kg\

Honover < Fierro ~stock

Pre

EXPLANATION

=
e g
o =z
Qwt ) 0 &
w
Waste dumps and tolus =
=
o
.
-
[+ 4
4
=
=
- ﬂr resd
& 1l
»

Quortz lotite dikes and phigs

g/ Kgq

Gronodiorite and quarty
monzonite dikes

CRETACEOUS OR TERTIARY

ass:azl
Quartz diorite sills
and laccoliths

(2]

=)

oAl 3

{ A w

E Kbe 74 o

i a
Valiguziiy P
Beartooth quartzite »
and Colorado shale (&)

o~

]
NeP !

LAY
Abo formation,
Magdolena group,
Lake Voliey limestone

Limestone, shale, and
sandstone

Foult showing dip

-

Strike and dip
of beds

2
-
Mine
(number refers to st below)

INDEX TO MINES

I. Honover
Republic
Pewabic
Kearney
Oswaldo
Copper Flat
Black Hawk
Bull Froq
Ground Hog
10. Lucky Bill
11, Ivanhoe

12. Chino

ODNODNp N

> J 32°4¢’
108°03'

Kqd

Revised ond generalized by
1947

° | MILES
=

9.—Generalized geologic map and section of the main part of
mining district, New Mexico.
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