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Numerous elk, many with young calves, may be seen on 
the benches above the Imnaha and Snake Rivers. In the 
steep cliff areas around Dry Diggins Lookout in Idaho, 
one might also see mountain goats. 

If your summer visit takes you high into the timbered 
areas, you may see or hear the pi leated woodpecker, the 
largest North American woodpecker. Watch out! You 
may get your hat knocked off by a swooping goshawk if 
you wander too close to its nestduring the month of June. 
The diligent observer may find tracks or even seethe pine 
marten , a small mammal similar to a mink. Sit quietly in 
your campground and you might lure the mantled ground 
squirrel, the yellow-pine chipmunk, or the gray jay with 
a few bread crumbs. 

Golden 
Eagle 

Fall - September, 
October, and 
November 

Duri ng th is season, the wi Idl ife observer may compete or 
join forces with the hunter. Whichever activity you 
choose, this is a good time to see plenty of wildlife activity 
in the Hells Canyon NRA. Many of the birds are flocking 
up in preparation for their southward migration. Spend 
some time at Hat Point, Buckhorn Lookout, Granny View 
Point, or McGraw Lookout, and watch for raptors, such 
as sharpshinned and Cooper's hawks taking advantage of 
the favorable, terrain-commanded wind currents. Many 
of the shore birds follow the wind currents to Downey 
Lake, a unique shallow lake which is Oregon's only 
recorded nesting location for greater yellow legs. Clark's 
nutcracker is a common sight this time of the year in the 
upper coniferous areas, as is the blue grouse around 
timbered ridgetops. 

Chukars will be bunched up on the lower grassland 
slopes, and , in rugged and brushy canyons, one might 
find a black bear harvesting berries . 

Winter - December, January, and February 

Winter is the best time to watch wandering bands of deer, 
elk, bighorn sheep, and mountain goats along the rivers 
and lower trails. Flocks of snow buntings, tree sparrows, 
and common redpoles may also be seen in lower eleva
tions. Cougar or cougar tracks are fairly common . 

The Snake River, and to a lesser extent the Imnaha River, 
attract large numbers of wintering bald eagles . There is 
one pair of bald eagles thought to reside and nest in 
Hells Canyon. The few resident golden eagles and many 
visiting bald eagles are attracted to Hells Canyon by the 
abundance of fish and small game. 

Rocky Mountain Bighorn Sheep 

Persons of any race, color, national origin, sex, age, 
religion, or with any handicapping condition are welcome to 
use and enjoy all facilities, programs, and services of the 
USDA. Discrimination in any form is strictly against agency 
policy, and should be reported to the Secretary of Agriculture, 
Washington, DC 20250. 

For Additional Information 
• Wallowa-Whitman 

National Forest Headquarters 
P.O. Box 907 
Baker, Oregon 97814 
(503) 523-6391 

• Hells Canyon National Recreation 
Area Headquarters 
P.O . Box 490 
Enterprise, Oregon 97828 
(503) 426-3151 

• Hells Canyon National Recreation Area 
3620-B Snake River Avenue 
Lewiston, Idaho 83501 
(208) 743 -3648 

• Hells Canyon National Recreation Area 
P.O Box 832 
Riggins, Idaho 83549 
(208) 628-3916 
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Sapsucker 

Hells 
Canyon 
Wildlife 

During your visit to the Hells Canyon National Recreation 
Area (NRA), we invite you to observe the wildlife which 
live in one of the most varied habitats in the Nation. The 
habitat is so varied because of the extreme differences in 
elevation within a remarkably short distance: from 7,000 
feet at Hat Point in Oregon, down to 1,500 feet on the 
Snake River, and back up to 9,393 feet in the Seven 
Devils Mountains in Idaho - all within a lO-mile hori
zontal distance. These differences in elevation allow 

Mule Deer 

varied plant communities to grow close together. Each 
plant community, in turn, provides a living space or 
habitat for its own family of wildlife. 

Throughout the year, there are about 350 species 
of wildlife that are part or full-time residents of the 
recreation area's habitats. This brochure describes a few 

of the species of wildlife you may see at different seasons 
of the year. We hope the brochure helps you recognize 
and appreciate the habitats and the wildlife that live 
within them. 

Spring - March, April, and May 

If you are boating on the Snake River, watch for the 
mating, nesting or brood-raising activities of Canada 
geese. They will be out on some of the river bars such as 
Roland and Somers by June. Also, you might be fortunate 
enough to see the courtsh ip antics of the bri II iantly
colored male common merganser duck during March 
and April. The young of these birds are usually out of the 
nest by early July. They are comical to watch as they 
skitter along the water surface at the commands of the 
mother hen. 

Some short hikes off the Snake or Imnaha Rivers may 
reveal a variety of song birds in courtship, or nesting 
in the brushy side canyons. The lazuli bunting, a par
ticularly beautiful bird, is similar in size to the bluebird. 
Red-eyed virios, veery thrushes, gray catbirds, yellow 
breasted chats, and the orange-crowned Nashville and 
McGillivrays warblers may also be seen. Look also for 
deer, elk, and bighorn sheep on their way to higher 
summer ranges. 

Pacific Rattlesnake 

Hoary Marmot 

Spring evenings in the timbered uplands are filled with 
sounds of many wildlife species rarely observed. The 
common choruses of Pacific tree frogs, punctuated by 
the grunts and groans of the boreal toad, provide a back
ground for booming nighthawks, whistling saw-whet 
owls, fluting flammulated owls, and hooting great gray 
owls . The great horned owl may he heard along with 
yapping coyotes; then everything else w ill be silent. 

Summer - June, July, and August 

June is a particularly rewarding time to see wildlife from 
the lowest elevations to as high as receding snow will 
permit travel . The patient and lucky observer may see 
river otter in rivers or larger creeks. The small canyon 
wren flits between rocks in bunchgrass areas, and the 
powerful badger burrows for smaller rodents. In the early 
evening, find a comfortable sitting rock overlooking the 
rivers and listen for the winnowing of the common snipe 
and the whizzing boom of the common nighthawk. You 
may also see the butterfly-I ike fl ight of the tiny western 
pipistrelle bat in search of mosquitoes and no-see-um's. 

Bobcat 

Be on the lookout for the western rattlesnake, a reptile 
common to the NRA, particularly in lower elevations. 
The rattlesnake is beneficial to the wi ldlife eco-system; 
we encourage you to merely watch it and all other 
species of nongame wildlife. At lower elevations, the 
visitor may see the unusual rubber boa snake, which 
appears to have no head. 



IDAHO 

LEGEND: 

••••••••• Hells Canyon NRA Boundary 

2 Lane Paved 

- - - Other All Weather 

Unimproved 

@ Campground 

The Hel ls Canyon National Recreation Area was 
establ ished by Congress in 1975. The recreation area was 
created to preserve the free-f lowing character of the 
Snake River in Hells Canyon and to protect its 
archaeological, historical and eco logical va lues. It was 
also estab lished to enhance recreation opportunities and 
publ ic enjoyment of the area 

Hat Point 
Balanced on the edge of North America's Deepest Gorge in 
O regon 's Beautiful Wa llowa-Whitman National Forest. 

Hat Point lookout tower. 
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The Hat Poi'.' observation site offers a view of the 
deepest gorge in North America from an elevation of 6,982 
feet. The Snake River, elevation 1,276 feet, and Idaho's Seven 
Devils Mountains, over 9,000 feet in elevation, are both 
visible from the vantage of Hat Point. 

The view point is accessible by car on a dirt and gravel 
surface road and is 24 miles from the town of Imnaha. Some 
of the most rugged and spectacular back country in the State 
of Oregon can be seen on the trip from Imnaha to Hat Point, a 
journey of between two and one half to three hours. Because 
of the condition of the road surface and the steepness of 
grades, cars should have good tires and brakes. The road is 
not recommended for automobiles with low clearance and 
trailers are not advised. It is built for one way traffic with 
pull-outs for passing and becomes rough and dusty in the 
summer. In wet weather, tire chains or a four wheel drive 
vehicle is required , There are no commercial facilities 
beyond Imnaha. 

In addition to the spectacular vista at Hat Point, 
excellent views of the Imnaha River Valley and the distant 
Wallowa Mountains can be had from Five Mile view point at 
the end of steep grades leading to Hat Point. 

There are picn ic faci I ities at Hat Poi nt and nearby Horse 
Creek View Point. Water, which is not available at either 
picnic site, can be obtained at Sacajawea Spring, one fourth 
mile north of Hat Point along the rim trail. Sacajawea 
Campground is one half mile north of Hat Point. 

Pri mitive overnight camping facilities are available. The 
Wallowa-Whitman National Forest practices a "Pack it Out" 
litter program, Please pack out what you pack in. The next 
Forest visitor will appreciate your efforts. Lush grass which 
dries during the summer produces periods of extreme fire 
danger. Please be careful with fire at all times. 

Canyon vista and Snake River. 

A telephone call to the Forest Service office in Enter
prise, Oregon, will provide the latest information available 
on road conditions. Drive with caution and use low gear on 
the steep portions of the road on your return. For those who 
enjoy back country travel , the view from the road and from 
Hat Point will make this trip a memorable one. 

PL SEt 
Only you can 

prevent 
forest fires 

Five Mile Viewpoint. 
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No-trace camping . .. Many lakes show the 
impact of overuse. If you visit this Mea, please camp 
at least 300 feet from lake shores, pack out all litter, 
use the cat/hole method of human waste disposal and 
leave the area with no trace of your passing. 

Commercial Facilities . .. 
Stor<.'s ,1Ile! ,> h op~ In 
, 1I rro linding town, '>e ll 
groceri es, cam ping and 
fi , hill g , upplil", gaso line, 
alld f i, h lng II ( en'e'. 
N lI lll('rOll , ollt fitt <.' r,> p rovide 
tr,1I) '> port ,ltl on and g L1id ~' 

'>C'rv ic e,>. 

Forest Service Offices 
Additi onal in fo rmati on, Illap~, ane! broch ure'> 
are ava il abl e ,I t th(',>p I It' ll ., Canyon Recre,l ti o n 
Areil o ff ices: 

• Hells Canyon National Recreation Area 
Headquarters 
Wallowa-Whitman National Forest 
P. (). Box -l9Cl 
Entprpri<;p, Orpgon 'JiB2B 
IlO I) -l2h-11 'i 1 

• Hells Canyon National Ren eation Area 
Snake River Unit Office 
lfJ2() B Sn.l"p RI\('r /\\('. 
I l'vvi..,ton, Iti,lilO /\ 1,()1 
12()B) 7 -l l- 164 /\ 

• Hells Canyon National Recreation Area 
I'. O. !:lox 8,\2 
1~ l ggl l h, Icidi10 IIll·l 'l 
120B) b2B 3') 1 () 

al 

Wallowa-Whitman National Forest 



Where in the world 
ca n you find ca tfi sh and 
~ t ee lhead trout sharing the 
sa me wa ter in the company of 
an eleven foot long preh istori c 
fi sh with no bones? Where do 
you find a mighty ri ve r with 
cactu s on its banks onl y six 
mil es from alpine lakec,? H ell s 

Canyon N ati onal 
Recre,l tion A rea 
is the unique and 
only area. 

Long ago . .. Salmo n and stee lhe,ld tro ut were a 
staple in the d iet of the ear li est human res idents o f 
Hell s Canyon. The c lim,l te and the abundant ~upp li es 

of ga me and fish attracted prehistor ic peopl e. 
Remndn ts of thei r honle's, v ill ,lge ... <mel art are still 
very much in ev idence . These irrep laceab le re l ics of 
the past ,He pro tec ted by l,lW elnci c, houlel bt' cn joyc'ci 
bu t left undisturbed. 

And now . .. Dams built in mociern tilllcs have 
c hililgeci the river forcver. I he ~olt wh ltc ... and bars 
h,lve given wav to black roc k ruhblc. Flooci Welter ... 
no longer rcplclc c the hec1( Ill'''' ('very vpar 01 IClll'VV 
driftwo()d burned in COL" Ccllllpllre .... The high w,lter 
Illclrk ellong loftv ledge,> helS giv('n Wel\ t() tllP whltp
ro( k li ll t, of the daily weltl'r liue tu,ltiom. Oncc' mighty 
runs 01 ,>almon and qCl' lhl'elci arc' let'blt' rernnclnh of 
bc,ttl'r clays. 

The ones that won't get away . .. But along w ith bild 
comes an abundance of good. Wo rk is underway to 
res tore the stee l head and sa lmon run s. Res ident 
rainbow trout grow at a trul y amaz i ng rate. Along with 
th e cold wa ter fi sh you also find w arm water spec ies 
crappi e, ca tfi sh and bass. Sturgeon reach amaz ing 
sizes in one o f the last strongho lds o f th is giant spec ies. 
In tributari es like the Imnaha and Salmon Ri ve rs th e 
fishing ic, exce ll ent. 

Stocking the lakes . .. Before w h ite peopl e arri ved o n 
the scene, most o f the mountai n lakes were ba rren of 
fish. Planting programs over th e past 20 yea rs have 
introd uced f i ~ h into most of the suitab le lakes. The 
Icla ho Department of Fish and G ame continues the 
stock ing in cooperati on w ith the Fo rest Service. N o w 
most mountain lakes in the Hell s Canyon NRA contain 
one spec ies o r another of trout. A ll o f these lakes are in 
the Ileli s Canyon Wilderness; th e o nl y access is by 
foot or horseback. 

You're on your own . .. The thri II o f sea rch and 
di scovery is a part of your wi Iderness experi ence w e 
don' t wa nt to deny w ith too much in (orm,l ti on. Yo u're 
u[) to the chall enge - find out fo r yourse lf w here the 
b ig ones (a ncllittle ones) lie. As w ith most mountain 
lakes, the fi shing is unpredictab le. Feedingorgics give 
w ay to total abstinence in minutes. 

Methods of fi shing in the Hell s Canyon NRA are as 
va ri ed as the fish . Everything from flies to plugs to 
worms or pungent fish innards may work (or any given 
spec ies at any given time. Tackl e runs from the ultra
I ight for trout, cra ppie or bass, to u ltra-heavy sa ltwater 
ri gs for sturgeon. 

Fishing the tributaries - Regulations . .. The rcgu I a
ti ons rega rd i ng fi sh ing seasons, bag I imits and li censes 
arc established by eelch state. Since the Snake Ri ver 
fo rms the boundary between Iclaho and O regon, both 
states arc invo lved . Fi shermen should ohtain copi es of 
the regulati ons in the state w here they intend to fish. 

Fic, lw rmen O il the 
Snake River neecl to 
have a licC'nse' from 
one of th states and 
can fish the cnti re 
ri ver from a boa t. 
They can on ly fi c, h 
from the ba nk o f the 
state where they have 
a liu'nc,l'. 



"The earth is the mother of all people, 
and all people should have equal 
rights upon it." 

Access 

Chief Joseph 
Jan. 14, 1879 

From the south, the tra il can be reached by 
taking State Highway No. 350 from Joseph, 
Oregon to the town of Imnaha. From Imnaha, 
take the graveled County Road No. 735 north to 
Fence Creek. Beyond this point, the road (now 
designated Forest Road 4260) deteriorates into 
a steep, narrow dirt road unsuitable forvehicles 
pulling trailers. Passenger cars may be used 
during dry weather by carefu lly negotiating this 
last segment of approximately 10 miles. 

The Trail may also be entered from the north at 
Dug Bar on the Snake River. Dug Bar is reached 
by jet boating up river from the mouth of the 
Grande Ronde River (about 28 miles) or by float 
trip downstream from Hells Canyon Dam (about 
51 miles). 

Philosophy of the trail 
The Nee-Me-Poo Trail is a historical feature rather 
than a common destination trail. It can be used 
and experienced for its spiritual va lue. Hikers 
have an opportunity to walk in the footsteps of 
Chief Joseph and his people. 

Protection of the Trail 
The Nee-Me-Poo Trail represents a wealth of 
Indian.and Pioneer history which must be pre
served for future generations. Enjoy, but please 
don't destroy your American heritage. 
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Welcome to the Nee-Me~Poo 
National Recreation Trail 

Many years have passed since a tribe of about 
700 Nez Perce Indians embarked upon an his
toric flight to freedom in an attempt to remain a 
free and unfettered people. Their journey cov
ered approximately 1800 miles. While marred 
with more than 20 skirmishes, 5 major battles 
and a bitter ending, it proved their strength of 
conviction, their remarkable endurance and the 
great leadership of the proud Indian tribe. 

A 3.7 mile section of the trail they followed 
CNee-Me-Poo) traverses the Wallowa-Whitman 
National Forest The chief of the Forest Service 
has designated this trail a National Recreation 
Trail as a reminder of the Nation's history as 
provided for by the National Trails System Act 
of 1968. 

"Let me be a free man - free to travel, 
free to stop, free to work, free to 
trade, where I choose, free to choose 
my own teachers, free to follow the 
religion of my fathers, free to think and 
talk and act for myself - and I will 
obey every law, or submit to the 
penalty." 

Chief Joseph 
Jan. 14, 1879 

History 

The Nez Perce Treaty of 1855 reserved vast areas 
of land for the Nez Perce Indian Tribe. The land 
stretched from what is now central Idaho to the 
eastern edges of both Washington and Oregon. 
Tucked remotely away in the Oregon allotment 
was the beautiful and fertile Wallowa Valley. 
Here, among the picturesque setting and the 
superior hunting grounds, Chief Tu-eka-kas 
(Chief Joseph's father) and his band of Nez 
Perce lived peacefully. For unnumbered genera
tions the Wallowa Valley had been the home of 
their ancestors. 

Hostilities began when settlers and cattlemen 
increasingly trespassed upon the Indian's land. 
In 1861, when gold was discovered in Orofino, 
Idaho, 10,000 miners invaded their home land in 
search of the precious mineral. The friendly 
Indians became restless. 

In 1863, the U.s. Government offered a new 
treaty in an attempt to pacify the new settlers 
and give unobstructed access to the newly 
discovered mines. Chief Tu-eka-kas refused to 
sign the treaty because it totally excluded the 
Wallowa Valley and outlying areas from the In
dian's land However, a numberofChiefswhose 
interests were not affected, signed the new 
treaty and the Government contended that all 
the Nez Perce were bound. Tu-eka-kas and his 
tribe were to leave the Wallowa Valley and 
move to the newly designated Lapwai reserva
tion in Idaho. 

Tu-eka-kas ignored the treaty, and despite 
grievances against the Government, skillfully 
maintained peace with the settlers. He and 
his people remained in the Wallowa Valley until 
his death. 

With Tu-eka-kas now in his grave, the mantle of 
authority fell upon Joseph. His young braves 
were held in check in spite of the growing 
resentment felt at losing more land and horses 
to an increasing white population. The Gov-

ernment continued to urge Joseph to give up 
the land peacefully and move his people to the 
reservation. 

Finally, in the spring of1877, General Howard of 
the United States Army became impatient and 
notified Chief Joseph that he must move within 
30 days or be driven out by soldiers. Joseph, 
realizing the unfavorable odds of a fight with 
the US Army, reluctantly agreed to move. 

The disappointed tribe dismantled theirWal
Iowa Valley camp for the last time in late May 
of 1877, movi ng off toward the Snake River 
Chief Joseph's band consisted of approxi
mately 400 indians, including about 64 braves, 
ages 16 and over They took over \000 head 
of horses and cattle, leaving much of their 
stock behind. The Nee-Me-Poo National Rec
reation Trail was the route followed to the 
Snake River 

After crossing the Snake River, Joseph's 
people joined with other bands of Nez Perce 
and a small group of Palouses. Thereafter, the 
historical Nez Perce War began, turning the 
peaceful journey into a flight for freedom and 
sanctuary in Canada. 

Every mile of the retreat brought danger Aided 
by Chief Joseph's surpassing military genius, the 
Nez Perce confused and outwitted the 2,000 
regular troops of the United States Army. 
Though the warriors were encumbered with 
women, children and the elderly throughout 
their flight, they were able to outdistance the 
fresh troops continually appearing in their path. 

Joseph and his people came to the end of their 
bloody trail in the Bear Paw Mountains of Mon
tana, only 30 miles from the Canadian refuge. 
Hemmed in by winter snow the Indians were 
besieged by the u.s. Army and forced to sur
render After three months of unquestionable 
grief, anxiety and hardship, Joseph, in a 
pathetic, yet dramatic surrender, said: "From 
where the sun now shines, I shall fight no more 
forever" 

Climate 
The Snake River Canyon climate is characterized 
by mild winters and hot, dry summers. The 
area's annual precipitation of approximately 8 
inches falls mainly in the winter and spring 
months as rain and some light snow 

Summer thunderstorms may cause some ero
sion from intense rainfall, but these storms are 
infrequent Mean annual temperature is ap
proximately 60°F with highs ranging to over 
100°F in the summer months and lows of O°F in 
the winter. 

The trail can be used at least 10 months of the 
year and sometimes year around, depending 
on the amount of snow 

Points of Interest 
Lone Pine Saddle - The view from Lone Pine 
Saddle of the Snake River Canyon and the 
Imnaha River drainage is outstanding, adding 
a dimension of space and beauty for hikers. 
Prickly Pear Cactus -prickly pear cactus are 
abundant along the Nee-Me-Poo Trail. The cac
tus is generally in full bloom during the spring. 
Interpretive Sign - An interpretive sign, 
located at Dug Bar, tells the story of the Nez Perce 
journey and locates their epic crossing of the 
flooding Snake River 

Safety 
The most notable hazard for public use of the 
trail is the presence of an occasional rattlesnake 
during the summer months. Snake bite kits are 
recommended. 

Water 
No water is available on the trail. Hikers should 
carry their own water. 

Wildlife 
Due to the mild climate and plentiful plant life, a 
variety of wildlife, particularly deer, can be 
observed from the trail. 

Nee-Me-Poo = the real people 



WILDLIFE 
The Hells Canyon National Recreation Area provides a 
home for over 37') species of animal~ including 29 
species of fish . Of these animals, the Rocky Mountain 
elk i, perhaps the best known . 1 hese elk , introduced in 
Hells Canyon in 1913 , are now found through the enti re 
area . Native Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep disap
peared when domestic sheep diseases decimated the 
local popul.!tion. They have since been reintroduced 

successfully in both Idaho and Oregon. Rocky Moun
tain goats inhabit the Seven Devils Mountains in Idaho . 
The most prevalent game bird is the chukar partridge, 
also an introduced species, which is found at lower 
elevation..,. The white sturgeon, America 's largest 
freshwater fish, inhabits the Snake River. Anddromou~ 
s.llmon and steel head are increasing in numbers in both 
the Snake and Imnaha Ri ver dra inages. Both bald and 
golden eag les are fa irly common here, as well a'> .l 
number of "pee il's of hawks and falcons . 

MANAGING FOR THE FUTURE 
The renewab le natural resource~ with the Hells Canyon 
Nationa l Recreat ion Area tire valuable assets managed 
to preserve natural beauty and the other attributes for 
wh ich the Area was created by Congress. Whi Ie visiting 
the He ll s Canyon Nat iona l Recreation Area with its 
monumenta l geologiC fea tures, take time to enjoy the 
diverse ages and si/e'> of forest trees, the shrubs and 
wildflovvers, the grasslands. Enjoy the sights and 
"ouncJ" of cattle, sheep, elk, deer, cougar, bear, coyote, 
big-horn sheep, birds and other wi Iell ife. These renewa
ble resources are part of your national heritage. 
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Welcome to the 
Hells Canyon 

National Recreation Area. 

Created by Congress in 1975, the 
Hells Canyon National Recreation 
Area encompasses more than one
half million acres over parts of three 
National Forests - the Wallowa
Whitman National Forest in Oregon, 
and the Payette and NeLperce 
National Forests of Idaho. It straddles 
the Hells Canyon of the Snake River, 
from the peaks of Idaho's Seven 
Devils Mountains on the cast to 
Oregon's rimrock and mountalll 
slopes on the we'>t. 

The Recreation Ared was (reated to pre.,erve the 
free-flowing character of the Snake River III Hells 
Canyon for future generations and to protect its 
arch,leological, historical, ecological and recreational 
values. When Congress established the Area, it also 
recogn ized existing activities such as ranch i ng, gral i ng, 
farming, and timber harve~ting as traditional and valid 
uses of the Area. 

This brochure takes a look at three important re
newable reso"urces, timber, range and wildlife, and 
examine .. their ties with the recreational, scenic. and 
historical value,; of the Hells Canyon Neltional 
Rec reatlon Area. 

TIMBER 
Early settlers along the Snake River in Hells Canyon 
used timber in developing their homesteads and 
ranches. Even though the land area that is now the 
Recreation Area has never been a large supplier of 
commercial timber, lumbering has been an important 
part of the economic I ife of neighboring communities. 
Timber harvest is permitted within the Area as long as it 
is consistent with the objectives of the Congressional 
Act establishing the Area . In all cases, selective harvest 
01 trees must be used. This is done by cutting and 
removing individual trees, or small groups of trees 
c overing not more than two acres at a time. 

Within the Recreation Area, there are forested land., 
suitable for timber harvest in four locations: In Idaho, 
north of the Hells Canyon Wilderness; In Oregon, 

northwest of the Buckhorn Lookout, on the plateau 
between Freezeout Saddle and Lord Flat, and along the 
upper Imnaha River These lands available for timber 
harve'>t amount to about 80,000 acres or roughly 12 
percent of the Recreation Area. Congress ha~ direc ted 
that these lands be m<1naged primari Iy for di<,persed 
recreation rather than solely for maximum timber 
production. Priority is given to maintaining hea lthy and 
diverse groups of a variety of tree sizes and species to 
protect dnd enhant e timber stand hea lth, scenery and 
wildlife habitat. Additionally, at least 10 percent of the 
harvested lands wi l l be maintained in o ld-growth 
timber. 

RANGE 
The major agricultural act ivity in and around Hells 
Canyon has been the grazing of domestic I ivestock. The 
Nez Perce Indians grazed horses throughout the grass
lands and scattered forests 150 years before white 

homesteaders introduced their livestock in the late 
1800's. Theentire Recreation Area, including the Hells 
Canyon Wilderness, is divided into grazing allotments. 
These allotments annual ly provide graLing for over 
18,000 cattle, sheep and horses, under a permit system 
administered by the Forest Service. 

Before the 1960'~ the area was grazed yedhlround, 
controlled rna i n Iy by weather, avai labll' watl'r and 
sufficient forage. Now, range plants arc given a greater 
chance to become established in the spring before 
domestic. livestock grazing is permitted. Better manage
Illent of the range has helped to restore rangeland 
vital ity. 



Wallowa Whitman 
National Forest 

Eagle Cap Wilderness 

The Wilderness Act of 1964 established the 
293,500-acre Eagle Cap Wilderness, defined 
as an area that "generally appears to have 
been affected primarily by the forces of 
nature, with the imprint of man's work 
substantially unnoticeable." 

The area is characterized by high alpine 
lakes and meadows, bare granite peaks and 
ridges, U-shaped glaciated valleys, thick 
timber in the lower valleys, and scattered 
alpine timber on the upper slopes. 
Elevations range from 5,000 feet in lower 
valleys to near 10,000 feet on the highest 
of the majestic peaks. 

Access is via several main routes; the most 
heavily used is State Highway 82 to Wallowa 
Lake, which is one mile from the Wilderness 
boundary. Other main trailheads are 
reached from Hurricane Creek Road, Lostine 
River Road, Indian Crossing on the Imnaha 
Road, and Boulder Park on the Main Eagle 
Road. Developed campsites for picnicking 
and overnight camping are located along 
each of these roads. 

Usually by July 4 the majority of the Eagle 
Cap Wilderness trails are snow free. Trails 
that cross the passes often carry snow
drifts until August. The area is then 
normally open until late October. 

ELEVATION OF TOWNS 
IN WALLOWA mooy 

Enterprise 
Imnaha 
JoseJil 
Lostine 
Wallowa 
Troy 

3750 
1965 
4190 
3363 
2941 
1607 

~ United States \fW.l) Department of 
~ Agriculture 

Forest Service 
Pacific 
Northwest 
Region 

Summer temperatures vary with highs in the 
90's and lows in the 40's. Higher 
temperatures cause insect problems: 
mosquitos around wet areas and horseflies 
in other areas. An effective repellent is 
a necessity. Visitors should also be 
prepared for sudden changes iQ the weather 
and late-afternoon thunderstorms. 

The Lakes Basin is the most heavily used 
part of the Eagle Cap Wilderness. If you 
are looking for solitude, check with Forest 
Service offices or your wilderness map for 
less-frequented locations. 

Opportunities for trout fishing are 
available to too angler in over 37 miles of 
streams and 53 lakes. 

Mountain goats, bighorn sheep, elk and 
deer, provide hunters and recreationists 
with additional challenges, either with 
gun, camera, or the thrill of sighting 
these or the many other varieties of 
wildlife found here. 

To help protect the wild character of the 
Eagle Cap Wilderness, visitors are asked to 
leave no trace of their stay. This means 
leaving no permanent structures; keeping 
campfires small and scattering the campfire 
ring; camping at least 200 feet from lakes; 
and packing out all unburnable materia~s. 
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Mr. E. Grover Heinrichs 
1301 E. Ft. Lowell Road 
Tucson, AZ 85719 

Dear Mr. Heinrichs: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

FOREST SERVICE 

Pine Ranger District 
General Delivery 

Halfway, Oregon 97834 

1600 
December 19, 

Enclosed are the maps you purchased 
areas. The Hells Canyon Chamber of 
information on the local community. 
Carr, General Delivery, Halfway, OR 
assistance, please don't hesitate to 

and SOme brochures about the surrounding 
Commerce may be able to give you additional 

I suggest you get in touch with Mary Ann 
97834. If I can be of any more 
contact me again. 

Sincerely, 

ANNIE HANSON 
Information Receptionist 

Enclosures 
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