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MAN N I N G W. COX ASS 0 C I ATE S consulting geologists 

trending structure~ Displacement along tlU!se.structuresis indeterminate. Alteration 
is wide-spread and pervasive along the structures and elsewhere in the district. 
Mineralization appears to be largely a disseminated pyrite in the altered rock. 

Since this deposit occurs wholly within the Mesozoic basement complex, 
it is probably not worth further consideration. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

£II#~ 
E. H. Lindsey 

PEA VINE 

The Pea Vine district located northw sterly of Reno is in an area of Mesozoic 
meta-volcanics and meta-sediments. There appear to be some Tertiary dikes in the 
area perhaps of Kate Peak age. Major mineralization is alomg • north-northeasterly 



NOTES ON PEAVINE DISTRICT, WASHOE CO. 

Examined 9/8/65 with Lindsey. 

hefernces: Bibliography of Geologic Literature (p.172) lists country 
rock D S schist, quartz monzonite and Tv,and metals as Au,Ag,Cu,W, Pb. 
"Veins, replacements and placer deposits". 

R.Anderson,1910, ~eology and oil prospects of theReno region,~ev. 
USGS Bull.381,475-493. 

V.P.Gianella,1941, ~evada's common minerals,Univ.~ev.BuI135 (6),listtB 
Peav i ne minerals : p.50:enargite,arsenp.,bornite;p.57,cuprite;p.69,melan
t erite; p .70,stibiconite;p.71,rhodochrosote;p.72 ,sphene; p .74,zcrisite;p.77, 
zeolites. 

Lincoln,1923,237-238. 
G.D.~ouderback,1903, ueneral ge~ogic features of the Truckee region 

~ east of the Sierra ~evada,GSA Bull.18,662-669. 

J.M.Hill,1915, Some mining districts in northeastern 0alifurnma & 
northwestern ~evada, USGS Bull.594,184-195. 

Golden Fleece mine: On N side of the gulch a vertical sha£t shows a 
wall strik ing N 10 E;dump shows some pyrite and highly altered rock. To 
the E is an adllt,about same elevation as s haft collar. Startis N30E, 
turns to r ard N. Dump same as that of shaft. 

On 0 side of gulch,downstream from shaft,is a half crossu t adit (SW). 
Abundant pyrite and dense,dark qtz.on dump. Alao on S side of gulch,up
stream and in line with NNE structure shown in shaft is s small double 
dump .from a pit or adit;shows abundant pyrite andrense,dark qtz. 

Co untry roc k in this area is probably mainly basement me tavolcanics 
with possib~y some metashale.Attitudes may be steep. Some porphyritic 
andes ite,looks like Tv.~robably as dikes. Some semi-plutonic l ooking 
roc k might be pre-~ertiary qtz monzonite. 

At s haft marked "Mine" on 1:62,500 map . ~D:fx NW of Golden Fleece,mt 
and west of main draw. Shaft vertical. Dump shows probable me tavolcanics; 
smal l pile of the same pyr i_ te and dark qtz. Below (E) is a very large dump, 
probably from an adi t . Dump is altered,irony,ex-pyrite looking. Some bleachil 

Lining up of shaft,cuts,dumps suggests a N25-25 E trend,with shaft at 
NE end. The string of shaft s just E of road to Eeavine lookout suggest 
that they are on the same N-S structure as the Golden .i!' leece, also the first 
adit we looked at, not far N of Go l den Fleece. 

'l lhe most nontherly shaft just E of the road-latest rock on dump is 
pyriti zed dark shale. Very li t tle mineralization on dump. However,the 
next shaft to the S,with collar much higher,shows the same dark qt z and 
pyri te;also,a N35 E and an E-W structure. 
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~he suggestion is that the roughly N-S Golden Fleece structure 
passes through the shafts just decr i bed; dumps jus t acr00S g ulc h 0 W 
s eem to show prolongation of the NE structure;sugges tion is that this 
joins the N-S structure somewhere near the closely-spaced shafts E of road. 

Slemmons says he saw a big chunk of chalcocite from Peavine.It is 
surpriz i n g that we noted n o copper s t ain n nor copper minerals on the 
dump. 

Production.-1872 
1873 
1874 
1909 
1912 
19l~ 

16,052 tons $53, 661 ( $5.37) 
13,618 68,354 ( $5 .02) 

5,910 26,449 ( $~ .47) 
157 283 ( $1. 80) 
662 9,280 (14.00) 

_1~3~1~ ___ ~=-~2~,1~0~1~,(16.10) __ 
30,530 $160,128 ri5~ 

Conclusions.- ~he fact that the Peavine deposits are almost certainly 
in the basement,comb i ned with the low grade of ore produced seem to rob 
the district of interest to us. It is no t even certain that the district 
is epithermal;cer t ainly enargite is an uncommon epithermal mineral. 
T~ few vein structures seen did no t look very strong,but if our assump
tions are correct, they are persistent. 

It is concluded that Peavine is wi thout interest. 
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