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OLINGHOUSE 

Major production at Olinghouse appears to have come from the northeasterly 
trending Olinghouse structure. This structure is another member of the general 
northeasterly trending system and displacement along this fault is probably greater 
than 1000 feet and less than 2000 feet. There are several Kate Peak age intrusives 
along this fault zone. Major mineralization appears to have occurred along the fault 
within the Chloropagus formation which in the Olivghouse area occupies the Hartford 
Hill to Kate Peak interval. There appears to be a great deal of either intramineral 
or post mineral movement along this structure. There is little alteration of the wall 
rock other than a general crushing and fracturing caused by the fault movement. 
Mineralization also occurs on an easterly trending set of shears which are probably 
related to the main Olinghouse fault. There appears to be little more than prospect 
cuts on these shear zones, mostly concentrated in the vicinity of Green Hill. These 
easterly trending shears are usually not more 2 or 3 inches wide and are filled with -
quartz and/or calcite and show no horizontal or vertical movement. 

In the general area of Green Hill and the contiguous area traversed by the 
Ol1nghouse fault, the Chloropagus formation appears to be a fine grain shale altho\.g h 
the ~jft9het!se does contain andesites in places, particularly to the southeast. 
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MAN N I N G W: COX ASS 0 C I ATE S consulting geologists 

Because of the mineralogical composition and flexible nature of the 
Chloropagus shales, shattering and alteration along the Olinghouse fault is 
practically absent. It would seem that the Olinghouse structure offers little 
promise since it does not appear to be particularly mineralized in the Chloropagus 
formation and the underlying Hartford Hill rhyolite has not been particularly 
mineralized anywhere in this western Nevada belt. As an outside prospecting 
chance, it might be well to ~nvest1gate in detail the southwesterly extnesion of 
the Ol1nghouse fault where it is flanked by the porphyritic andesites of the Kate 
Peak on the north and the late Tertiary - early Quaternary basalts on the south, 
in hopes of finding the structure in the more favorable Kate Peak formation. 



NOTES ON OLINGHOUSE DISTRICT, WASHOE CO. 

Examined 9/9/65,with Lindsey. 
Jo.\'eferences • ..= J,"evada Bibliogrpahy lis t s Au, PI, Ag. 

Hill,1911: 

J.M.Hill,1911, Notes on the economic geology of the Ramsey,Talapoosa and White H~se mining districts. US GS Bull.470,99-106. 

F.C.Lincoln,1923,240. 

Sle~nons, 1rerm papers by students. 
Hill divides the rock forma t ions in the ~amsey,·alapoosa and White Horse ( Olinghouse) region as follows: 

Older andesite:probably corresponds to Kate Peak andesite and dacite. Rhyolite,as dikes in the older andesite;also mpsit as flows. ~at er andesite: as dikes cutting both the older andesite and the rhyo­lite. Finp-grainedtrachytic andesite. 

104. Main formation is the older andesite.The eastern hills show flows dipping WSW at low angles. Fine-grained porphyritc. Some tuff. Rhycriite and later andesite intrude it as sills and dikes. Rhyolie occurs E and N of Olinghouse town. La t er andesite expos ed throughout the district bu t mainly at Green Hill,just N of t own. (It is NE of the present town,an I doubt if there was a town S of it) .•. The mines are found wi thin 112 mi. of Green Hill,which ~s the center of andesitic intrusion. 
Gre en Hill Mines (on SE flank). 

These r oduc ed high-grade ore, qtz and mlc i te wj. th free gold in pockets along a zone of soft,altered,slickensided andesite (suggests main NE fault,on which t he shafts SE of Green Hill are located ) . 
KeystoneO~evada Mine 

3/4 mile NW ofOlinghouse (2 shafts close together are shown here,on the 1957 1:62,500 map). ~ocation is about 3/4 mi.in FW of main NE fault). vountry rock is the older andesi t e.A r hyolite dike lies ~ mi.N of mine. P.I05. Ore body consists of 2 tabular masses of brecciated,si1icified ande­site,in the form of 2 veins striking a few sdegrees E of N, dipping 65-BOW. '.L'hickess fro m a few inches t o seveal ft. of smoky qtz with fragments of si-1icied andesite. Qtz contains disseminated pyrite and free Au. Fractures in vein fiil1ed with white qtz and calcite,with no metallic minerals. The 2 veins diverge wi th depth,leaving a horse with silicified,pyritized andesite between. Grade of ore $15-40 per tun. 

Tiger ~roup 
1~ mi.N of town.( Map shows shaft,adits,O.8 mi.N). Cr older andesite cut by dike of later andesite. Vein strikes N 30 E,dips 900ccupies fault zone along contac t between older andesite and a latwr andesite dike. Ore:qt z.,pyr~ ite,minor ccpy. Ore shoots in vein pitch NE. 
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Buster Mines 

i ~64 mi~~ of town. (Nothing on map correseponds to this). Country 
r~c e 0 andesite intruded by rhyolite and later andesite. Maciza 
zone consists of a vein of drusy qtz. 5-20' wide;strikes N,dips steeply 
W ~wo parts to ve i n:(l) massive yellowish qtz, assays to S80/ton. ~his 
lies on FW and is 4-8" wide. (2) Hest of vein, white drusy qtz. runn ing 
p.l06-$5-18 per ton. 

Dispensia zone lies in soft,altered andesite. A rich kidney showed 
assays to $4000,in go ld and silver. A sampled examines consis t ed of 
a brownish-yellow heavy mass,with fragmen t s of sericitized andesite, 
cerussite (?) argentite,and possibly a gold-s i.lver t elluride. '.i.'he sampler{ 
panned gold. 

Apparently ~e saw only the mines on the SE flank of Green Hill. East 
of the eas t ernmost shaft shown on the map is a cut leading to an adit. 
vut and adit ar driven on the main N54E fault,dip here 85 S. Very strong, 
with crushing,iron-s t ain but no vein minerals here. Both walls are 
Chloropagus.(at base of Kate Peak andesite). One fault surface shows 
s t riae down 10 to E. 

The easternmost shaft near this cut s arts down steep N but turns to 
vertical at shallow depth. ~he shaft is on the fault,as is a cut a short 
dis t ance W of it. Dump of shaft is no t very large,all Ghloropagus. No 
mineralization seen. Slemmons mentioned an 800' shaft near here. hoist 
at this well-timbered shaft is no t very large but mi ght reach 800'. 

On Green Hill,looking SW a row of dumps checks with the main fault. 
To N,a row of dum ,s might c heck wi th a N60W feather joint. 

According to ~indsey,top of ~reen Hill shows rna ny pits and small 
adits exploring short gash breaks striking in several directions. 

, 
'l.'he probable 800' s haft is shown on Lindsey s map. 2-compartment, 

ladders and rails in. I ncline to N at 63. Dump Se ems to be all chloropagus 
waste. NE of t his shaf t , in draw (see Lindsey map) is an aait heading 
into Green Hill,with a large d ump. This shows Chloropagus and abundan t 
calcite but Ii -tIe quartz. 

Production.-1898-1904,continuous. Max.tonnage 2050,1904. 1910-12 
s all t onnage. 1935-39-small.1940,2058. Tptal, 10,266, $520,040. ( $50.60) 

Conclusions.- We did not s e e enough of the district;but the large 
number of fa "rly large dumps scat tered over a produc tive area of about 
1 square mile,yielding a total production of on l y 10,000 tons,plus the 
high grade of ore shipped show that the d i strict is pockety.Slemmons 
showed specimens from a shaft dump ~ mi.N of Olinghouse which showed 
vein matter on t hin f ilms p last ered on rock fracture faces. Free gold 
can be seen on his dump. 

The main NE fault is a reg ional feature: a hsaft,numer nus adits and 
cuts line up with it for 3. 5 miles NE of Green Hill; t otal know extent 
4.5 mi. 

I don't think Olinghouse is what we are look ing for. 
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