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PRODUGTIVE AGHES

Cash returns from public domain lands and minerals to
State and Federal treasuries are large. In one recent year,
for example, public domain resources in Montana brought
in nearly $9 million. BLM operating costs were about $2%
million. The State of Montana received $2% million share.
Additional money went into reclamation and range im-
provement funds.

Grazing of livestock on Montana’s rangelands has great
historical significance, and it continues to be one of the
State’s major industries. More than 4,000 ranchers use
BLM administered lands to graze their cattle and sheep.
The grass to meat value of these Federal rangelands is
more than $11 million annually.

Wildlife, including many big animals and thousands of
small game, use BLM administered public lands in Mon-
tana. Much of this land is important winter range for big
game such as elk, deer, bighorn sheep and antelope. Hunt-
ing is important, not only for recreation it furnishes, but
for the part it plays in the State’s economy.

Minerals from the public domain are important to the
State’s industry. In a recent year, the yield included over
9 million barrels of oil and 4% billion cubic feet of natural
gas. There were also 2% million gallons of natural gasoline,
a like amount of LP gases, and over 4 thousand tons of
sulfur.

Trees cover about 900,000 acres, or roughly one acre in ten,
of BLM administered land in Montana. Some 213,000 acres
are woodland, and 648,000 acres—an area the size of Rhode
Island—are commercial forest. Most of this is in western,
southwestern and central Montana. Douglas fir and lodge-
pole pine are the common trees. They could yield enough
lumber each year to build 2,400 homes.

Recreation on the public lands becomes more important
each year. The Big Sky Country attracts visitors who
spend $150 million in the State each year. As other areas
become crowded, more people turn to the open spaces of
the public domain, which makes up about one-tenth of the
land area.

Water is a product of the land with both the amount and
quality of water affected by the condition of the land.
Wise use of public land watersheds is critical in the nation’s
drive to produce as much good water as possible.

We know you enjoy outdoor receation. But there
are so many kinds, it is hard to guess your favorites.
Certainly you enjoy scenery. You may be a hunter,
or a fisherman. Very likely you go on picnics.
Whichever are your kinds of outdoor recreation,
they are yours to enjoy.

With the right to use public lands for recreation goes
responsibility to know how that use can be kept in
balance with other uses. Just as you enjoy
birdwatching or hunting, you also eat beef and
mutton; you use timber in many ways, paper, plywood,
or lumber; you expect pure and plentiful water to
gush from your faucet. Cattle, sheep, trees, and
watersheds are products of the public lands, too;

as a shareholder in America you benefit from

their availability.
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BE AN EXPLORER

Seek what you’ve not seen
before—cool timberland or
shimmering plains; see deer
and pronghorn antelope,

or drink in a panorama

of mountain peaks.

BE A FISHERMAN

Whether you quest for
cutthroat or rainbow trout,
perch, Grayling, or catfish, you
are sure to catch a respite
from routine.

BE A HUNTER

Upland game birds—Hungarian
and chukar partridge, sage
grouse, sharp-tailed grouse

and other species—abound. Or
perhaps deer, elk, antelope,

or waterfowl will lure you

from your usual job.

Making the products of natural resources available
in the best combination requires not only skill but
cooperation. Ranchers, miners, timbermen,
recreationists, and all others who benefit (that
includes just about everybody), must join in assuring
wise use of natural resources. The objective of the
Bureau of Land Management is to manage public
lands in the public interest. Conservation is achieved
when there is a state of harmony between man

and land.

BLM'’s job is the wise management of resources.
This means that livestock grazing depends on forage
development; timber stands are harvested with
provision for future crops; recreation sites are
planned to accommodate many users, but with room
to preserve the quality of outdoor experience; winter
ranges of big game animals are protected and
improved; water is provided for wildlife and livestock.
There is much more. But every action requires
understanding, cooperation, respect for the needs

of others. Only then can harmonious multiple use
be achieved.

The Bureau of Land Management is an agency of
the United States Department of the Interior.
Created in 1849, the Department of the Interior —a
department of Conservation — is concerned with
the management, conservation, and development of
the Nation’s water, wildlife, mineral, forest,

range, and recreational resources.

As the Nation’s principal conservation agency, the
Department bears a special obligation to assure that
expendable resources are conserved, that renewable
resources are managed to produce optimum benefits,
and that all resources contribute their full measure to
the progress and the prosperity of the United

States . . . now and in the future.

Escape from your usual routine; enrich your life in the Big Sky Country. There’s room

to roam in Montana, where the Bureau of Land Management cares for the resources of

8 million acres. In so vast an area — from the Continental Divide to the Central Plains

— in the forest, on the range, or beside a stream — you can enjoy your own special interests.

For a change, you might like to:

BE A PICNICKER

Pack a family lunch and get
away from the hubbub of
humanity for a day in the
woods. Let the children get
acquainted with nature.

BE A CAMPER

Hark back to pioneer days;
flee the demands of organized
existence and do things on
your own.

BE A PHOTOGRAPHER

Whether you achieve artistry
or merely capture a pleasureable
reminder, you’ll find plenty of
shutter subjects as you travel
the public lands.

BE A BOTANIST

Wildflowers for the viewing
brighten the landscape for lazy
gardeners as well as for plant
classifiers seeking to lengthen
their lists.

DISCOVER AMERICA

BE A ROCKHOUND

Rubies, agates, garnets and
other semi-precious stones that
you discover, cut, and polish
will become precious mementos.

BE A MOUNTAINEER

You may travel on horseback
or on foot, but when you reach
the pure, crisp air of mountain
heights and pierce the distance
to the blue horizon, you’ll
forget care-weary life in the
lowlands.

BE A BOATMAN

You can enjoy the thrills of
boating on rivers such as the
Missouri, Yellowstone, or
Madison, plus numerous lakes
and reservoirs.

BE AN INTERESTED
SPECTATOR

See how the modern rancher
balances cattle with other
resource uses, so you can have
steaks along with scenery,
wildlife, and water. See how
timber is harvested and a new
crop started. Figure out how
you would harmonize
management of all the natural
resources for greatest public
benefits. After all, the public
lands and their resources
belong to you ... and you ...and you.

TUESEE ARE YOUR LANDS

You own the lands administered by the United States Bureau
of Land Management. They are yours to use, enjoy and pro-
tect. They are open to you for legal use. This includes such
things as hunting, fishing, camping, hiking, rockhounding and
photography. Other uses are allowed under license or permit.
These include grazing, timber cutting, oil drilling, and the
taking of plants, building stone, sand and gravel. Such uses
are controlled by law. Permits, leases, and licenses are issued
by the BLM District Offices and the Land Office in Billings.

Others use these public lands for fun and profit. Fences, wind
mills, corrals and other things have been built by grazing per-
mittees. You may see cattle, logging and mining equipment,
camps or other property. Help keep these lands pleasant
and clean. Be sure you are on public land, and that you have
permission from the owner before going on near-by private land.

Many small area access maps showing exact locations of
public lands are available. Some signs are in place along
boundaries and at points of interest. Others are being put up.
Unless you are positive that an area is public land, inquire
about it at the District Office.

Under BLM administration in Montana, are about eight mil-
lion acres. This includes 6.4 million acres of original public
domain. Added to it are 1.9 million acres of “LU” lands.
These were poorer farm lands bought by the Federal govern-
ment as a relief measure during the dust bowl and depression
of the 1930’s. Most of these 8.3 million acres are in prairie,
foothill or riverbreak country. Some are in mountain valleys
or in timber. Altogether, they would cover Connecticut and
Massachusetts. Part of the “Big Sky Country,” they offer
breathing space and elbow room to all.

Some original public domain is still being transferred to other
ownerships. The larger tracts, however, serve national needs
and are managed on a long-term basis.

We hope you’ll have time to relax and to enjoy the leisure,
the quiet, and the elbowroom that are yours for the asking in
the “Big Sky Country” of Montana.

Permission from the landowner is needed to hunt, fish and
recreate on private lands. Courtesy, good manners, and sports-
man-like conduct are avenues to becoming a welcome guest.

RO UR U]

Montana is famous for its wildlife. Here you can hunt moun-
tain goat, bighorn sheep, moose, elk, whitetails, mule deer,
American pronghorn and black bear. The list of upland game
is impressive too: sharp-tailed, ruffed, sage, blue and Frank-
lin’s grouse; pheasant, Hungarian and chukar partridge; and
turkey.

The public lands are open to you for legal use. This includes
hunting under State laws and in keeping with regulations and
limits set by the Montana Fish and Game Commission. You
can find out about these rules from license agents in most
towns, or you may write to the Montana Fish and Game De-
partment, Helena, Montana, for general or specific informa-
tion on hunting opportunities and regulations.

As a hunter, you are obligated to make sure that you are on
open lands owned by the public—such as national forest land
or public domain land—or that you have permission before
going on private land. Ask locally and check available maps.
Visits to local offices of the agencies or to the County Court-
house should be helpful.

WWTRIEN YO A
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Montana fishing is among the very best on the continent.
Whether you're a dry-fly purist, a bait fisherman or a spin
caster, and whether you prefer to hike in for golden trout,
float the rivers for lunker browns, troll for rainbow or take
the family out for pan fish, you can find good sport in the
Treasure State. Montana waters support not only the well-
known trouts and chars, such as cutthroat, Dolly Varden,
mackinaw, rainbow and the others, but also salmon, Grayling,
whitefish, catfish, perch, pike, bluegills and more besides.

A look at the map will show you areas in which there are
BLM administered lands on major lakes and streams, such as
the world-renowned Madison, the Blackfoot, Stillwater,
Yellowstone, Missouri and many others. Some of the key
access points are marked by signs; others may not yet be
marked. If you plan a trip to one of these public land areas
which is new to you, inquire at BLM or Fish and Game De-
partment District Offices, or ask local residents and license
agents. Always check State regulations before fishing.

FOR RORE (O RIAT 0

If you want to know more about outdoor recreation in Mon-
tana, contact any of these Bureau of Land Management
Offices:

MONTANA STATE OFFICE
BLM — 316 North 26th Street, Billings,
Montana 59101, Phone: 254-6711

MALTA DISTRICT — 501 So. 2nd St. E., P.O. Box B,
Malta, Montana 59538, Phone: 654-1240

MILES CITY DISTRICT — West Miles City, P.O. Box 940,
Miles City, Montana 59301, Phone: 232-4331

BILLINGS DISTRICT — 3021 Sixth Avenue North,
P.0. Box 2020, Billings, Montana 59103,
Phone: 245-6711, Ext. 6263

LEWISTOWN DISTRICT — Bank Electric Bldg., Drawer
1160, Lewiston, Montana 59457, Phone: 538-5406

DILLON DISTRICT — Ibey Building, P.O. Box 1048,
Dillon, Montana 59725, Phone: 683-2337

MISSOULA DISTRICT — 1819 Holborn Street,
P.O. Box 1227, Missoula, Montana 59801,
Phone: 549-6511, Ext. 3304

District BLM personnel can describe local opportunities for
recreation that may interest you. You can ask about picnick-
ing, camping, or rockhunting, perhaps get more detailed
maps of areas where you plan to hunt or fish, check on
road conditions, or opportunities for scenic drives, hiking,
unusual plants, geological formations, and other pursuits.
Information about recreational opportunities on lands in
Montana managed by other Federal Agencies can be obtained
from the following offices:

BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES & WILDLIFE
Missouri River Basin Studies, 711 Central Ave., Billings,
Montana 59101, Phone: 245-6711, Ext. 6269

FOREST SERVICE, Northern Region, Division of
Engineering, Fort Missoula, Montana 59801

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION, Regional Office, 316 No.
26th St., Billings, Montana 59101, Phone: 245-6711,
Ext. 6214

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, Area Office, 316 No. 26th
St., Billings, Montana 59101, Phone: 245-6711, Ext. 6388
or 6325

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE — at any National Park or
National Monument Information Center

Information about wildlife, or hunting and fishing regulations
may be obtained at the following Montana State Fish and
Game Department offices:

Central Office — Mitchell Bldg., Helena, Montana
District No. 1 — Route 3, Kalispell, Montana

District No.2 — Hwy. No. 93 So., Missoula, Montana

District No. 3 — Route 1, Bozeman, Montana

District No.4 — Route 1, S.W., Great Falls, Montana

District No. 5 — 1125 Lake Elmo Road, Billings,
Montana

District No. 6 — Route 1-129, Glasgow, Montana

District No. 7 — Box 430, Miles City, Montana

Your passport to enjoyment of some of America’s finest out-
door recreation sites is the Golden Eagle permit, available
at many Federal offices. Costing $10.00 for an entire season,
this permit will admit you and your family to all Federal
recreation sites at which entrance fees are charged. In Mon-
tana this includes certain Federal recreation sites and camp-
grounds, Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks, and other
areas. Signs identify those recreation sites where fees apply
and where permit can be used. Except at those sites, entrance
fees are not required for general recreation (such as hunting
or fishing) on millions of acres managed by the BLM and
Forest Service in Montana.

Topographic maps for much of Montana may be purchased
for seventy-five (75¢) each from the Denver Distribution
ggélztgr, Geological Survey, Federal Center, Denver, Colorado

Wild and remote public lands can more easily be reached by
newly built access roads. These are your lands—protect them
from fire and littering.

GO0 OO0 MANNERS

Observe fishing and hunting regulations.
They are designed to provide fish and
game now and in the future.

Always obtain permission before crossing
private property.

Keep a clean camp; leave a clean camp.

Be careful with flames. Build campfires
only in safe places where they can be
extinguished completely. Be especially
careful during dry weather.

Protect public and private property.
Treat them as if they belong to you.

Operate vehicles only where they will
not cause rutting or erosion and where
they will not frighten livestock. Best
practice: keep vehicles on the roads.

Drive courteously. Give trucks

plenty of room to pass. Watch for people
on the road. Walk on the left,

facing traffic.

Observe all rules for firearm safety.

Be prepared. When you depart the
beaten path, leave word as to your
whereabouts; bring a good map, compass,
first aid kit, rations, water, extra clothing.
Avoid over-exertion.

In enjoying the bounty of nature, earn
the appreciation of future generations for
your good outdoor manners now.
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