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Welcome

Gunnison National Forest welcomes you to 1.7 mil-
lion acres of public forest, range and recreation lands on

the Western Slope of Colorado.

As one of America’s National Forest playgrounds,
anytime is recreation time on the Gunnison. Summer
visitors camp, picnic, fish, hike, go boating, take pictures,
and more than a few use their time just basking in the
relaxing atmosphere of this refreshing retreat. With the
fading of summer, Autumn displays its flashing colors.
This is the hunting season—yet many linger to fish and
enjoy the Forest’s unspoiled beauty. Finally, Winter’s
mantel of white reigns supreme, beckoning the skier, who
eagerly accepts the challenge of powder snow on steep
mountain slopes.

Private resorts, hotels, motels, dude ranches, restau-
rants, veteran outfitters and guides are available in and
around the Forest. Contact any of the Chambers of Com-
merce in communities shown on the map for specific
service information. For further National Forest informa-
tion, visit or write the Supervisor’s Office.

There is no one special season to visit Gunnison Na-
tional Forest. This is your decision, because Gunnison
National Forest is your year-round playground—to enjoy,
and to protect.

Forest

LANDS OF MANY USES...

Many millions of people annually visit-the National
Forests for recreation. Recreation is an important function
of the Forest. However, your National Forests have other
equally important uses.

Gunnison National Forest is not only a choice recrea-
tion retreat, but is also a working forest—working for you.
In harmony with recreation your National Forests produce
vital water, marketable timber, forage for wildlife and
domestic livestock, and abundant wildlife. These are the
renewable resources.

Watershed management is of key importance. The
condition of our watersheds is a direct reflection of the
manner in which other resources are managed.

The demand for commercial timber has steadily in-
creased. Harvesting of timber is supervised under plans
which assure watershed protection and the production of
new stands of timber for future generations.

Grazing of both sheep and cattle is authorized on the
ranges of Gunnison National Forest. Care is taken to pre-
vent soil erosion and assure continued growth of forage
crops. Approximately 22,000 cattle and 40,000 sheep are
grazed on the Gunnison each year. Cooperating with the
Colorado Department of Game, Fish and Parks, the Forest
Service manages the habitat of wildlife and fish. National
Forests serve as both home and food for wildlife. Hunting
regulations are established by the State, and state li-
censes are necessary to hunt or fish on the Forest.

YOUR ADMINISTRATORS. ..

The Forest Supervisor, headquartered at Gunnison,
directs management of the Gunnison’s 1.7 million acres—
a storehouse of natural resources. The Forest is divided
into five Ranger Districts with a professionally trained
Forest Ranger in charge. Ranger Station Offices are lo-
cated at Gunnison and Paonia. The Forest Ranger is the
key man in the Forest Service organization—responsible
for on-the-ground management of all activities on his

T e District. ‘7 ;
R E C R E A I O N In addition to protecting the Forest from fire, insects, g |
I - and disease, it is the Ranger’s job to coordinate the ol G
, ey b various uses of the National Forest so they are in har- ; .
i . 5 mony with each other. The District Ranger will assist you : mz;%

on your visit to Gunnison National Forest. He will ap-
preciate your cooperation in preventing forest fires, and
keeping the National Forest areas clean.

RECREATION SITE DIRECTORY
Map Eleva- Camp Picni Drinki Boat Small
Name l}‘i’::' tion Units L;T::tlsc ;:Igre’:g R:r:p Tr:i‘lirs
Agate C. G. H-6 9,000 34 - X - X
Almont C. G. E-5 9,000 8 2 X - X
Avery Peak C. G. E-3 9,600 10 - X - X
Beaver Pond P. G. D-4 9,600 - - - - -
Cebolla C. G. D-8 9,500 D — X — X
Cement Creek C. G. F-4 9,000 13 L X — X
Cold Spring C. G. G-4 9,100 6 - X — X
Comanche C. G. G-5 9,100 5 - = = =
' Commissary C. G. C-5 7,900 7 — X - X
P ‘ Copper Lake C. G. E-2 | 11,000 3 - - - —
- : Cottonwood Pass O. S. H-4 12,100 = - = = X
Ve geer Lakes C. G. Cc-8 10,900 4 9 X - X
inner Station C. G. G-3 9,600 22 — X i X
FOREST SERVICE USDA Dorchester C. G. G-3 9,800 10 e X = X
Dyke Creek C. G. A-2 9,000 3 - X — —
Emerald Lake P. G. D-2 10,400 - 3 - - -
§ ! ol AR ‘ ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION | Erikson Springs C. G. Cc-3 6,800 9 - X - X
. . Tt e . - - : L -Golq--Creek o s e o e 10,000 6 — P, SR Wi~ B0 R
& GothicC. G. '’ D-3 9,600 4 2 3L = —
| Hidden Valley P. G. D-8 9,700 - 6 - — X
m ‘ Lake Irwin C. G. D-3 10,200 2 5 X - X
® Lakeview C. G. G-4 | 7,400 37 2 X ~ X
Lodgepole C. G. G-4 8,800 16 - X - X
» Lost Lake C. G. Cc-3 9,600 10 - X - —
;- Lottis Creek C. G. G-4 9,000 17 1 X = X
& : McClure C. G. Cc-2 9,100 19 - - — X
Mfesa Creek C. G. A-6 9,000 5 = X - X
® f Middle Quartz C. G. H-5 10,000 7 — X — X
Mirror Lake C. G. H-4 11,000 10 - X - X
i 1 Mosca C. G. F-3 10,000 11 4 X X X
® ¢ ‘| NorthBank C. G. F-4 | 8600 17 & X g X
i O.ne. Mile C. G. F-4 8,600 27 - X - X
[ g ! Pitkin C. G. G-5 9,400 22 - X - X
i Quartz C. G. H-5 9,800 10 - X - X
- ’ Rivers End C. G. G-3 9,400 15 = X - X
Roosevelt P. G. - -
. Rosy ok o '(:‘,_i ;:288 5 ]5 i( : .)_( | WORLD’S LARGEST Blue Spruce, measuring 15’ 8” in circumference, and 126 feet tall, is located on West Elk Creek, Gunnison National Forest.
h Slumgullion C. G. c-9 11,500 21 - X - X :
o gm,,hb?,: g g il 7,500 5 i X 1) h HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS. . . 4 FIRST EXPLORERS. ..
< now qes -
; Cm : H-5 9,800 23 — X - X Gunnison National Forest was established by proclamation of President First white men to visit the Gunnison country were Spanish explorers
. oa.p reek C. G. C-5 7,700 13 = X 58 X Theodore Roosevelt on May 12, 1905. It embraces approximately 1,773,589 from Santa Fe—Capt. Juan Maria de Rivera (1775) and Padre Francisco
m Spring Creek C. G. F-4 8,600 11 = ! . X acres of which 99,739 are in private ownership. Escalante (1776).
Spruce C. G. D-8 9,500 10 24 X = X Fourth largest of the 11 National Forests in Colorado, the Gunnison The Forest is named in ht?nor of Capt. John Gunnison, who led a party
] Taylor Canyon P. G. F -4 8,600 = 3 " £ X is located on Colorado’s “western slope,” of the main range of the Rocky of War Department topographical engineers through this area in 1853. Seek-
Taylor Park O. S. G-4 9,400 L) =~ i m X Mountains. ing a central route for a railroad from the Mississippi River to the Pacific
et - : . e - Ocean, Gunnison was killed by Indians in Utah that same year.
‘ ' . ]'::, i(e:,:iigere(zksp & : 2 12,000 . 3 X a3 X ’ T.hihCog;c]inental I%lwde const.ltutes the east and most of the south pound- Prospectors and miners were the first to settle in 1859, followed by
X Willi C kc': G it 8,700 5 9 X — = %rles, eh anﬁ gt erhmountam ranges form the north boundary, with the ranchers and farmers in 1872. It was gold near Tincup, and coal near
m ® A W:nlduym;o' rteg S. ! g—g ]‘]7,388 23 1 X = X ncompahgre Valley to the west. Crested Butte, that really opened the territory in 1878.
in -
S ; - - - - X
i Elk Creek C. G. (NPS) C-6 7,519 181 12 X X X
[ ‘| Mill Creek C.G. (BLM) B-9 | 9,400 | 22 - X kS X ¥t
@
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