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PANDORA SURFACE PLANT 

iDARADO MINING COMPANY 
Ouray 6 T.llurid •• ~ 

LONGI TUDINAL SECTION - PRINCIPAL UNOERGROUND WORKINGS 

THE ()l't;RATIOl,;;; OP IO.L;u.DV HINIt;G COi'U'.lKY .uu; LCCATiioD !UGH IN 'l!iA SAN JUAh 

MOUNTAiNS or COLORADO ' S .,rl:.S'I.E.RN SLOFE, ONE. OF THE 1'.051' lNT~';:.LY MlNbRA.LlGi.O 

OUTRICTS IN TID:. IIDRLD. THIS REGION 13 fhRHAPS MOST FAHOUS FuB ITS FISSURE-TYPi; 

VEll;S OF SUCH GfOo.A'l' COtoTlNUITY AND J:.:lThNT ALONG THEIR STHIKAS THAT !1A!iY OP THE11 

ARlI. TRACh.A8J,..h A.LVr.G rK£Hi: OUTCROPS POR SIi.VKRAL MILKS . FOR THE MOST PART, -l-HE 

MORl!. HU-URTAJ\T nlNS A.Rb ~OHr\)SE.D 0' LCTJ_GRAOS , CDI"LPLKl SULlIO}; ORl!;S CONTAINING 

GOLD, SlLVkJi., LEAD , COI'PER, AND ZINC IN VARYING PROPORTIONS. GANGUE MlNE..Q.US ARE 

MUST COl1l'.aNLY I,l.UJJiTZ. FLUORITE, CALCITE, AND RH.ONOOlll'l'l:. . THlIo MAJOIHTY OF Till: 

HlNL,G HAS SO PAR .l:iS.bN IN THE VOLCANIC PLO"S THAT OVKB.Llh 'l'H..b ShDlME:iT;.hli..S IN 

THIS~ . 

EARLY _D.n ACTIVITY Cu:iSlST60 MAINLY OP TilE MINING OF 'flti; l>RECIOUS :1E.TALS IN 

Till. OXlD17.h.D WNb ADJAC,i:.NT TO THi.. OUTCROPS 11. THli: HIGH MURTAlN RIOO,W AND BASINS. 

AS TUE GOLD AND SUNl:i.R oR.E.S WEaL MINt.D DO.N DIP, THEIR TENOR DbCRl:r.AS:'D so THAT 

OPi\;RATORS 'WERE FORC:'D TO IU,U MORE AtiD MORE Of'.. THE RECOVhRABL.E BASK ru."ULS 11' OHlI&R 

TO SUSTAIN PROnTABlJii OPERATIONS. TODAY THE MINhS HAVi. BECOMJ:: PIUlU.RILY BASi 

MirAL MINiS 'WITH RELATIVXLY MINOR AMOUNTS OF GOLD AND SILVSR. 

IDARADO IoIAS lOIU'\£D IN TiU:. LATi. I9}O'S AS A CONSOLIDATION OF A NUMnR OF OLD 

MINING I'ROPERTIl!;S , INCLUDING TKE. BLACK BEAR , TREASURY TUNNEL , 81.R5TOIol, AND 

II'\OG&NE . BY LA'I'£R ACQUISITION, IT 8li.C ... ,1b rKE O'WNER OP SUCH FAMOUS MINloS AS THE 

SMUGGLER-UNION , LIBhR'l'l RiLL , TOMBOY. MONTANA , AND ARGENTINh. THUS. BY THE ThAR 

195}, IDARADO HAD AC~UliU.D A NUt\BjOR OF VALUABLE AND CONTIGUOUS PROl'ER'l'l.l:iS COI'tPRISlNG 

RED MOUNTAIN SURFACE PLANT 
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BLACK BEAR SECTION 

A LABGE ACRi:.ACl:. ON 1'ii}; oiA!-4 l'iIGUhl.-UNCu:1PJ.HGRJ:: oIATioR.:)HED IN I)~ MIGUEL ,-NO I.IUlUl 

COUNTIES. 

TilE ELbVA'rlON OF THIS MlhlNG A.R.bJ. RAtjG~S FROt! 9,000 F.&.t."I TO OVER 12,000 

111.:ET ABOVJiO SEA LhVBL. MA.NY OF THh l'E.AKS IN 'IHE AREA ;,.~ PRON I},ooo TO 14,000 

l&£T HIGH AND COf,5TITUT.i: SOl"ll:. OF TI-I...b. MOST RUWJ:;I) A~D SCEt01C TOPOGRAPHY IN TKB 

UNITi.D STATl$ , 

THK l":HU. 1oI0RKINGS .uu. ACC8SSIBLi. u!ROUGS EITH.El( OF T'JO AO'I'lVE PORTALS , THE 

MILL Li.VJ:..L FORTU. AT PANDORA. !fuR Tu..LURIDE AT All &Li.VATIOJ\ O? 9,070 PEET OR THE 

TRMSURY TliNNEL PURTAL AT RED MOUt;'fAlli NE..\..R OURAY ,\'1" 10,620 Pt:.e.--r. THio. DISTANCE 

FRtJl'I PORTAl. TO WRUL VIA THh MINh iolOaKHIG;:l 103 5» NILES, BUT IT IS 64 HILES AROUND 

'raJ:: noUf/TAIN Bl' HIGl:IlJAl' , AS ALL THE loIORKlNGS ARi!. INTER_CONNECTFoD BY DRIPTS AND 

RAlSl;.S, ACCESS TO All)' .&.l\E.A. IN THE MINE MAY BE HAD rROM EITHER PORTAL . AS A 

CuNSA.\,tUl:JICh Ot THIS SOME .. IiA'I' UNl<,j;U:' Fw.TURE. HII : iJ'ti'I.OYEKS lUVE TH4 OPl'ION OP 

LIVING IIi S}i:Vh.RLL '.lIDl:i.LY SCA'l'Ti.nD TOJNS, AliD RtuGHLl !iALP THE UNDKRGROUND PORCl:. 

ENURS A'r bACH l'ORTAL. 

ALL BROKEN OIDS FOR THIi P.JIDORA I'1llt. IS BROUGHT DO\iN 'to Tim lULL LEVI.L HAlJ1.AGI 

TUNN" THROUGH A SlffiISS OF STHATBGICALLl' PLACBD 0Rl:. PASSES, PRON IJHICIi IT IS QATHKRED 

BY THE HAULAGli: CHEWS . THli 1700 TON- P.cJI- DAY M.ILL OPERATES THREE SIilFTS A DAY , 

PlV); DAYS PER IJEKK AND l'ROOUC.KS 1J:.A.D , COppga, AliD ZINC PLOl.'ATION CONCElITRATES. 

TlUSli: CONCENTRATKS ARE TRUCKED TO HON'l'R05h lJliXU THBY A.Ri TRANSF&RBBD TO RAlLROAD 

CARS POB SH.I.Ff1bN'l' '1'0 SMELTERS A'l' lU. PASO AND Al'LlRILLO , TillS, AND 'l'ACOMA., IoI.tSHll'G'l'ON . 
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IDARADO MINING COMPANY 

Telluride, Colorado 
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