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HORSE V AlslEI PLACER KINE 

OAMPTOBVILLE,IUBA 00. ,0ALl1. 

The follo1t'1n& report. 18 Meed. 011 a visit to the propert,y made July 21-

~ 22n.d,192"aAd oa inf'onaatiOi\ hrnbhed by the Oalifornia State lUning Bu-

reau and b.r Mr.'.Joubert,E.M.,an4 Kr.W.E.Turner,ros1dente ot Oaaptonvtllo. 
Ito aaapling of 'the .ine was a1»tetllpt.&d ciu.e to the sbortness ot 'the time a­

vailable,the impract1ce..bllity of ee.mpling eueh depoeits.e.nd 'the small amount 

otgaTel remaining in the mine. Informat10n 8 not at hand conoerning the 

condit1on 6B the t1tle to the property OJ' tbe extent and location ot the claim., 
except that tbe latter Mly .cover the remaining gr&.vel.Tb1e information will 

be subn1 tt.ed in the tonn ot an appendix as eoon as 1 t is tortncoming f'rom the 
, 

Oounty Olerk ot Yuba County. 

LtOOAfIOIl. 

The property of the Horse Valley llining CQUlPBnYJgenerally known as the 

Weed'. Point MineJi.e situated in SectioD ,.,'lowneh1p 1~ liorth,Range 1~ Eaet, 
at.Diablo Base and Meridian,about 2 miles north of' Gamptonville)8. -..11 town 

on the Nevada City-Downieville highway and 2, m1le. north ot Neyada Oit, •• 
. p . high_y aleo conneot.s 0aaton.,Ule .. ith llaryev1Ue, the county 8eat ot Yube. 

County.distance 47 miles. 

tOPOOJtAi>1iI • 

The general topography 18 typical of the western slope of t4e Sierra. 

a'\ this ..... ..e.JllIUol..Pn (about ,000' ),cons1sting of' 10ng,flat-toppec1 ridge. sepa­
ratoa ~ches. Heavy pine fore.t.. CO"fer the ricigu,bruah 1. not. a-

bundant,. ilLe drainage of the region is into the North Fork ot the Yuba RiYer, 
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one of the principal tributaries of the Sacramento­

UiSOlUPtlON 0' THE paOPER1'I_ 

the Horse Valley »toe conslst. ot a section of the famous rertlary rl­

ver channel which roughly parallels the present north fork of the Yuba Ri­

iver aeveral m11es to the Ilortn of the latter- While the general coure8 ot 

this ancient stream is north-eaet-so1l't.h-wnt,in the immediate Y1c~tT of 

the mine it haa very nearly a 8outn--north direction,indioating an abFU~ 

bend in the old river.Time 1'Itl8 not available to connect the section of chaa- , I" 

nel at the mine with near-by 8ection~ laid bare by mining,but this section 1. 

unqkeBtlonab~ part ot the me.1n channel,and is so shown. by' I.1ndgrc ira tb.e 

Smart.ville '0110. 

The principal topog~aphic feattU'e at the mine is a h .rge ridge,nera run­

ning nearly eaat and w~t,but in general having a nortb-east--south-west dl­

roction,which separatea Haree Valley,on the north-west,from Willow Oreek,on 

the 8outh-eaat;bo~ being tributaries of the Nol"tn Fork of the Yuba. the an~ 

aient river channel forming the auriferous gravel cuts thia ridge Yer.y near­

ly at rIght angleeJit bas been preserved from eros!on •• this POint bf the . 

height ot the ridge. It has been completely reaoved by hydraulicking south 

ot a point near the aPex of tIle ridge;£or about -'00' a~ross the top ot the 

ridge the gravel remains untouched inorth of tb16 virgin gravel a layer ot 

graTel about "~' thick remains,the u.pper prtion ot the bank having been zoe­

moyed by hydraulicking.(8ee map nIld sections) 

A tunnel was driven froll a bf8.nch ot HorBe Valley about 500' ao\lLh .. 

eaet tom.1;"d. 't4v ~l'~vel.connecting thru a 6' raise to a lOllg,40eP out, in the 

becl-rock,wh1~ in turn ga'fe aocee8 to tbe gn.vel,~t at. too h1&h a grade 1;.0 

sluioe any but'1;.he top 50 feet or eo of gravel.This accounts for the 15' of 

gravel ~emaining in the North Out.(See map) The deep cut mentioned,about ~. 
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in length,has caved. badly,and a lal"~ emo~t o~ llottlders and fragment8 ot 

bed.-rocK,plled t.o t.he east o~ it,keep continuo\181y sloughing in. The tunnel 

1s caved at the lower entrance, but elsewhere is standing ... ell without timber. 

'!ailings, which Wlder the Oalifornia Debris Law mu.st be impounded where 

they by eil t. up ag.r1cul tural land,are taken care of hy a concrete taUings 

daIIl aorOS8 Horse ValleYlabout I mil south of the mine,thie dam is 100' long, 

10' thiCk at the top,and 26· high a~ the hi~eBt point. It is in excellent 

shape. A water tunnel has been driven in the ca.nyon rim-rock, just west of the 

daa,troa a point juat beloW the daa 200 1 up the cnnyon,where the str&aa flo .... 

into it down a short shaf't,eo that no water is at present bacIdng u.p behidA 

the deJa· While the dam is a good ono,the e1tuation is remarkab~y poort the 

aver~. depth of the tailings oompound is only S' (aome tailings are in the 

COllPOUl'ld and the original average depth was proabably about 12·) and the be.-

sin will not hold more than about 2, 000 ou.bic yards of tailings additional. 

tHE FlJ,UIPMEIiT OF THE PROPFMY. 

As i8 inevitable with a plant which has lain idle and unprotected for 7 

years, equipment i8 Bcattered,incomplete and in poor shape. However,two giants 

remain,of 11- and an intake respectively Jthe no~zle8 could not be found,but 

the giants oan be rs-fitted and used at slight expense ,hydraulic pipe,most-

11 ll·,about ~O',in fair shapeJtwo ~comotive bol1ers,poor condition;an old 

single oylinder horizontal steam engine,and a compressor of antique d~ 8ign, 

81ngle stage,one cylinder, but which was useci recentlit by the Brandy Creek Mine, , 

~ oomprize the grater part of the equipmen~ remaining. All fittinge ere mIssing. 

In add1tion,there are two steam engines with boiler8,~f about, by 7 stroke,n .. 

near where the road crosses Willow Creek en route to Weed's Polnt;the.e are l~-

ally sUPPOsed to belong to the company. 
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V.A1.UAtIOI1. 

The accompe:nying photographs,mapa, aect.ione and computation8 indicate the 

very small amount of gravel remaining. In arriving at a value per yard, the 

est.imate of l4r.Chae.Haley.E.M. ,619 Orooker Rldg. ,San Frano1aoo, t.he leading 

authority on Oalifornia placer mining,and that of Mr.F.Joubert.,E ••• ,Oeapton-

ville,Callr.,who formerly operated the property tor a short t~o,&nd who 1. 

naw operat.ing t.he ~e .hannal 2 miles bO the nort.h,agreed to a cent,and th1. 

value of 12 conte per cubio yarde recoyered) was therefore ueed. The1ma1ntalD 

that the gold is fairly well distributed trom top to bottom of the bank,s.ll of 

the gravel with the exception of a few barren layers, being minable at a pro-

fit. On the other hand,Mr •••• Turner,living at Weed's Po1nt,together with hiB 

son,have had more ac tual experience with the property than haa Mr.Joubert,and 

they both insist that the upper,or fine gravel,is very nearly barr~,and point 

to the fact that they cleaned up only 60.00 fro!D. e months hydraullcklng of 

thia upper gravel alone. They cla~ all the values are oonoentrated 1n the coar-

8er,bluiSh lower gravel8 (aee photograph No.5). I have therefore estimated 

roughly the value of the proper;y First,on the assumption that conditione are 

as stated by Mr.Joubert,and Second,that t.hey are as claimed by ~r.Turner,and baYe 

indicate~ on the map and sections the relative importance of the two gravelo. 

ln the second possibility,the further assumption has been made that the to-

tal gold contained in any block of the lower gravel is the same as that which 

would have been contained in the whole block of gravel from be4-rock to surfaoe 

i . had t.he values been distributed evenly thruout at 12 cents per cubic yard, thie 
~ 

i8 a c~o" au~umptlon sade with river placer8 and 18 born out b,y exporience. 

ThiB lea~ to a value per yard of the bottam gravel of 98 cente,assumiftg that 

the average value per yard of the whole block: (I haYe l.l8ed block. a.u.a- ) from 

top to bottom is 12 cents, but that all values are concentrated in the lower 20·. 

L.J-
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The e.timated operating cost 15 Pased on statements by Mr.Joubert,who has 

operated all of' hie 111'e in the immediate v1c1n~ty.and i8 ~ graduate eDg1neer~ 
He gaye 5 cents a yard to mine the gravel as a w~ole,based on coste at hie 
m.ine, b\lt ae conditione with him are more favorable,I have taken 5 cents as the 

cost per yard to mine the upper fine gravel,and 10 cente as the coet to mine 

the 10wor,a8 the latter 1a cem.ented in many places,contain. many large boulders, 

and i8 quit.e narrow.and the bed-rock 1£1 highly fissured and hard to olean- Tb1e 
give. an average cost to mine the whole deposit of ,.7 cents,not radically 

different fl'OII. IIr • Joubert • 8 estimate-

One factor in the cost which I have negleoted is that the ta1lings caa-

pound can hold only about ~ "' yarde J however, thi e dif't! cui ty ooul d be m.et 

by plaCing a bru.sh and timber dam. acr •• " bf the Sol.\th Cut (see map) and slUicing 

the upper gravel of block A-B tl'om the south. instead of the north; in which ca •• 

the tailings compound could hold all of the lower gravel. 

A more seriou8 consideration is the condition of the bed-rock cut and 

tunnel in the North Out. The grade here would have to be rectified in or4or 

to mine the lower gravel ;the cut is ,0 to 40 feet deep and half full of de-

brie, which is continually sloughing in } either this cut would have to be deep-

aued.entailing the removal of a lal'ge tonne.ge of !>culdera and rilll.-rocitbank,and 

then well timberedtcr an extension of' the tunnel on a proper grade wowd have 

to be driv~,eltminating the troublesome cut. At any rate,a con81de~~e ex-

pend1ture would be required here before an., mining could be done at &.11;1 haYe 

roughly gu8eeed this at a minlmUll ot2500.00-

FW'ther expenditures preparatory to operating would be the;a repair ot 
the ditch and. tlum.e,about 1 1/2 mile. in lengthJth1e 6jtstem ia carrying 60me waw 
for irr1gaticn at the present time, but 1s badly out of repairlhowever,l think it 
could. be put in shape to carry enough water to operate 2 giante and a pol ton wheel"; 
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the bulkheading of the water tunnel at the daDtjrapair of pipeJre-equipment of 

gianta,eto. I have estimated the sum of these expenditures at 4000.00,& 

rather optimistic estimate-

The reaul ts obtained fot the net value contained in the rellaining 

gravel,$4,Oo.oo on aa~umption g1,and 11000.00 on ~ssumt10n J2,indicate that 

the property is of practically no ca.sh vulue,eo fe.1' a.s ita contained gold. 1. 

concerned,to any organization exoept e group of placer min6re working on 

sharee,who might make 18.gee out of it f.r a couple of years. if' tt!ey leased it 

and did all their own rork. AccordL~g to the best obtainable inform&tioa,the 

duty of water against a bank au,eh a8 thie 1s su.ch thti'.t even the finer up er 

gravel could only be mined out in two aeasol\8,and the lower,ooarse g,78.vel 

could not be mined inside of two or three seaoons m.ore, 80 thf.l.t even with a 

group of leaser-miners as Buggested above, success ill obtail)ing a 1i ving 

wage out of the property would be contingent on finding aome riQh concentra~lon 

on the bed-rook,ouch as dQ occasionally oocur in these placers-

Berkeley,Calif.,July 25th, 192' 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

1 •••••••••• Virgin Gravel Bank,from South OutJrbB-rook in right middle fore­
ground and left fore-ground. 

2 •••••••••• Nearer View of same Bank. 'Lower Gravel' shown by brush at base 
of Bank. 

, ••••••••••• Virgin Gravel Bank,from North Cut. 

4 •••••••••• • • , from South Cut. 

5 •••••••••• Close view of " Lower Gravel' as exposed in South Cut. 

0 .•••••••••• Virgin Gravel,from North Cut;rim-rock,right half of picture. 

1 ••.••...••. Tailings Dam,from Upstream side,showing temporary timber Dam 
in foreground. 
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oopy OF REPORt OF STATK MINING BUREAU, 19" 

NAME - Horse Valley Mining Oompany. 

OWHER- 1eecher,Penn. 

LOCAtION. 2 1/2 milea NW of ~ptonville_ 

&laEV.A7'I0lL2900' J WATER 1500" from Willow Cre~_ 

---

OLAJltS : Noaa patented16, t by 600' 1250 ('I.oree (sic) Pigures up ~O acres approx.) 

CAPPING-5' (None) DEPTH of GRAVEL "' (1.0 ER GRAVE!. only 'fae counted,ap? aren-t.ly) 

DISPOSAl, OF TAILINGS- Drains in territo.ry of North Yuba-

EQUIPMENT- '00' of 11" Pipe~under 60' head;4 eie.nte. 

BEMAaKB- Works in winter, to PUt in oement dam on Brandy Creek (Horse V lley) 

Tunnel run to get grade for slUice. 

SOURGE OF INFORMATION- W.E.Tuzner and personal visit. 

Sept. 11 ,191, C.A. Waring, 
Field ASSistant. 
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