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OPIPICB HBPOIft' ~ ................ ___ ................... « 

PLUJIA OOUl'l'Y, OALIP. 

DrraODVC 10 • 

!'he land holding. or the .tern Realty Co. are roughly 

• Indicated on the aCCo an,lng p. h rea. 0 ed are chietl,. 

cut-over timberland d tb 0 any propo.e. to ell the. 1Dl1 

tor 1n land or back to the or . • t _"Ice. 1nc. 1Il 81 ther 

Oa.e the price recelv would be but a rew dollar_ an .cre,lt la 

d alrable to know, b tore tb land Is ao14. hether an, ot 1t oon~ 

. t Ina pos Ible min a1 depoalta ot valu • (It i. umer.tood bl 

the writer tbat mineral rights 0 with thea. hold1nsa). 

In the la.t ~l,.l., the 8Il8wer to tb,la pl'obl. call 'be ob­

talned on17 by golna and lookl at the land; but 1n ord ~ to 

.ave ttm. on .uGh a trlp,lt 1. Iwaye .dvl •• ble to gather,.w.-

is. and .tud, all Into .tl0D JxAl1a le In local oftlo a. 

Pur the. , auch oft10e 4a ta .aa, in 80 c ... .: aav. thllt upenae ot 

aD entire tl 14 trip. ~h tollow1ng ~ttloe report 1'1 ••• 

data on Plume. count, bear! on the po_alb min ra1 value of 

estern Realt, holding. th ". 

'GEOLOGY 01' PL S COtJRft. 

Th gener.l 8 01087 or the Pl.. region, wbtle CO 110a' 4 

and not e •• l1, .zp1Un d to tt. 1.,.811, .ba. a direct b arins on 

th po.alble.&1 of the hol~ under discussion ••• will be 

ahown below. 

'the Pltmaa r slon cover. a portion or th. Sierra eva4a 

JIIOunt.lna. toward th. northwe.t end ot that raD8.. D\1~1D.s .,.t 
1 -



ot the Paleosole and .e.oso~c geologic age. the ar.. ot the pre­

.ent range la, UDder the .ea,and _rlne .ediment. ( .. In.11) .er. 

laid down on the .ea tloor. At tbe clo.e ot the Jwt ••• l0 .poeh 

1n the .e.oBol0 • e,th •••• ed1aenta .. re lnteneel, to1484, and i~ 

truded b, a gre.t .... 01' granodiorite, a rook 11k. graD1te,to-

ether with ••• 11.1' _ •••• o~ .erpentine (p.rldotlte) aaph1bo11te 

and other b ... ic 1peou. rodt •• About t~ t1lle the •• intru.i", .... -

••• oooled. tls.ure. and other openings tormed In the .tops ot the .a.... and 1n the s.<11 .ntary and ta:llOrphlc ~ above/and alous-

alde the intrusive ....... Vein. ot gold-quarta, C'ct-,p.l' adneral • 

• te. t11l.d thes. tl._ure •• Among Nch v.ln. are tho.e ot tbe 

Mother Lod., ot the Gra •• Valle, D1_trlct, ot Alleshan,. md Sier­

ra Clt"and ot man, otber d1.trict •• 

Atter tormatlon ot he.e ore depo.lta .ro.lon graduall, 

planed down the e.rlJ JIOuntaln range to,l"Md b1 the tol.d1ng and in­

tru.iOD. In BUm,. plac •• , •• peclalll in the ttiOD that centalM 

' now the erest 01' the Sierra, eroslon out Vel'1 d.eply into the 

granodiorite .a.,.trlpping ott its .edi ntar1 0 ... " and D1 

or. tlepo.it. 1t .. ., hay contain d. noe toclaJ the gr.at .e. ot 

granodiorite .%pOnd 1n the high.r (e._t.rn)part. ot tt. Slerra 

1'_ barren ot mine.. Bla •• bere, and •• p 01a11,. .e"l; ot tMa 

granodiorlte .... ,.ro.ion out I." deeply,or tbe granod!orlt.' la7 

lower with respect to the then asrtaoe. ore ot the cover •• pre­

•• rved~ It ls along thl. w .tern belt that the great old mines 

ot tba Sl.rra are round,wbere 8l'anodlorlte 1_ r •• tructed to ~el­

atl"el 7 •• 11 exposure., wlth _tlUllOrpbb.ed •• dl nt,s and old vol .... 

canie. tor ng the bulk ot rock. expo •• d. (Mother Lode, Gras. '.1-

1e7, A11eshany eto.gold di.triot.). So e ot tne.e ... ~1 granodlo-

rite expo.up •• are not part. ot th 1ft •• l .t •• lt ,expo •• d 10-

- 2 -



-. 

oa117 1>7 eroslon, but are oupola' or knobs proJectll'11 up tl'oa the 

1n _aa below. Areaa 1n and a~ound auch cupolaa ~r. .apeola1l, 

lavor ble tor ore depoalta.ote on tb &COO panl1Q8 P tbe ~n .. 

aurroundiD the ~pola aouth or O. enville (~2 • R9B). !be 51.1'-

ra Clt7-Pl • eka 8014 belt 11e. on ·the ••• t .1d. ot • large. 

cupola. 

ot only do ON \lepoalta faYOr the vlo1ll1t, ot wob cupola., 

but they ocelll' III •• 11-4011M4 belt •••• ell, along _blell cupola~ 

81' trequently atu4de4, but which tora aD. ore locua to ao_ es­

tent IDdepen ent ot the oupola.. '!he IIotbeJi Lode la the BIO.' s..­

pOl'tant e~pl... but one .hown on the BIll) 18 the Slerra Cl t7-

Plua .. Bureka belt. 'l'hi. b It .e to ootDcld with a loftg~nar-
I' 

1'0 •• ~o.ure ot pre- YOIllaa "hyollte (pDY. on tbe •• p). Wote 

tbat the b 1t m tloned ltD •• up wlth. _ .~1lar one,al.o connec­

ted ,,1 th pre..JJevonlan i'h7011 to, n aJ' . (Jr.enyl11e, and oontaln1D8 
.{ 

the cupola ... ntlone4 at the top ot thl. pace. The rhyoll_ pro­
/ 

babll p ral.ta,bene.th ·tbe pre.ent aurtaco,acro •• tn., ap between 
. , 7 . . • 

the two belta,and the atrlng ot so14 depo.lt. a .oolat.~~ w~'h 

thla rock ita7 per&lat •••• 11, I1DkIng tbe Plu-.& BuHka belt wlth 

the Ore nvl1le belt. It .0, it co 811, holdS. 8 lh 'fOWDablp. 

2S,2 an4 DaDS.. 10·,11 B .tl'addl. tM. 8uppo •• dold SODe. 

In alar r ·aen •• , Pl\Dlaa count,.lhowa 8 l>road band ot .e41-

mentarr and b a1 c· 19n oua rocks. studded wl tb 11 panot11orlte 

cupola., b t.e two great aus • of granodiorite. oat ot the 

Plu... Count, ine. l1e in t~ llo1"thw •• t-trendin bel t; he Vorail­

la anc! other mine. tor. Ilone along the aouth •• tern boundaJ7 

ot thl. belt, wbile tb or.eDY1l1. and Plumas Bureka belt a ll. 

Ion tne Dorthea."rn border. 

Pro a atl11 1&.1' r vl.wpo1Dt, PI,." Gount7 l1e. along the 

S -



no tbem est nalon ot t at 

Alle baDJ old b It.~ .btle old productl0 -or Pl a COUAt,. 

baa been tar l •• s t that ot the -countl.. al.ng th belt to the 

.outh,ltt "rea l'e4 that P1 • Coun'f, 0 I to lta- 1'111-

8e4 and hlgh p.l1.~ and lack o~ road. until recent11.ha. b.en 

lnacce .1bl. an torblddl to prospecting. 

1ag tbe period of ero.lon ntiOA. (Oretaoeou. an 

ar17 ~ertlary perlode) condltpn. • ~. Id. 1 tor tor tl0 ot 

placer Sold 4epoas.,.. .tbering ot the groun4 1n • 4 011 t. 

D4 wi til entla topoaph, 00 •• ne4 014 tJ'Oll in. 4 •• 1Jlle' •• 

nd the entle ana andrl ad ot the rlv r. f"a 0"4 con •• na-
r tiOD d depe Itlon ot rIch placer. , the famous ertiar, •• 

9 Ie. 0 rd thend ot the ertlarr a period ot tnten.e volO&Dlc 

actl .. lt7 co 4. bur,.lnny ot the old revel. ath hun-

dr d. ot te.t ot 1 ya no •• and aah. the •• , t • pre-
. 

• ent Sierra W •• da -.ounta1n. at ttd to to • b7 a tl1tly of 

th whol reslon, wh reb,. t eaaten portlon.tbat colncld1ftS 

with the pr •• ent creat ot tbe raag • Wa. eatlJ uptltted .1 

rea ct to t~ weat rn por1;lon. 'I'M. tlltln give. th Slerp& 
,-

It. pre •• nt a. ect •• grad 1 .eater alope and .. preelp1tous 

.. at rll earp. 'fbe r aut' ._ to tlOI1 or tb pre •• n at,... • 

orten nttrely 41at1n~t tr that aCO -

lated the ert1ary 0 plac ra. and the eu tl . !btJ 
r 

cenJona a n to ,. Th •• c ~on. o.in ateep de 

• r not tt'avor bl.... to tbe tor tlon ot' placer.,neD where tbly 

cut aerol tbe old old chann 1.; ch ot the old.. ".4 40m 

and depps1hd onl,. on r aChing the 

eat ot moat pl eel' mini (dr 

ValleJ,wh1dn 1. t 

) in tb1 e lOll tod&J. 
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Owing to thIs r oent can~on cuttlng, . .,st or the 'l'ertlal'J 

plaeer. are no e :xpo •• d on ete p s16pta high boye the PI' sent riy.r 
. . 

bed.; man~ such old channela are burled undel' great thlckne •••• ot 

lava. and •• h,and are onl~ expo •• d, 1~ at all. b~ ree D' can~oD'. 

When tollo"ed under grouM, mnes on the.e old channel. are known a. 

dritt .tne •• Betore pas ag& ot tbe d brl. act, man~ such old chan­

D ls were Ined b,. h: drau11c 1lant a, th gold being caught 1n the 

rlttles ot 8lulce box.a. he paS.a ot that ct has haaatruns 

mo.t pl e r 1n1ng other than dredgl ; owing to the dlttlcul t,. ot 

dlapo Lng ot the debriS, a pl cer prop rtJ7 1n t , 81 rra. toda,. ba.f 

.er'1 dubious val • 

In PI 8 Oount,.,by tar the greater part Of placer old adne 

came fro the ar south st ot 8 11~ drawn b tween Downievill. 

and ulnol; 50,bOo,OOO 1n gold 1 8.14 to b v been shipped trom 

La porte aleDe. e rlch.at portion ot tb1. area was' alOD the 

belt ot •• rpentln s11611\ OD t 

Vlrgilla min to Olb.lDYlll •• 

ap,extendl t~. w.st ot ~he 

81'8 the old rlv r channell cro •• ed 

thl. bel they ",ere vel',. r10h. The gold ho v l' e 8, not trOll 

.trong, lar v lna but trom a multltud 

along th cont eta ot the 8 1'pentlne It. 

11 str1ngera, o.tl~ 

nee t re are tew lode 

mine. along 18 belt. Th Sler1'& Clt7-Pl~. Bureka gold b lt, 111 

rked b1 too. old mine.. but w • not cros.ed b an~ 

Tert1 1'7 rlve~ Channele. 

PO SIBLE VALUE OF CO • 
ft'7B, RJ.OB.- Th traction or a aetton h 1d h re _ - .. 1thout-

mineral Interest;1t appe r8 to 11. too olos to tbe 1n a.nodlorlte 

• In th 8& te1'll part ot the oount,. .. 

!2 • R8B.- Tb18 aectlon 1s ot dec1ded Inter at. 1'ertlar~ 

5 -



e-

go14 ohannel; co • 0101. to It, or poa Ibi., enters It,&nd the •• ot1_ 

11ea clo •• to t Vlr 111a old mine, conslderable ~ro cere 

he .ec~loD ... Ith tbe Virgilia min • llea alon th outh at border 

of the broad or zone tioned. 

~, oun culdf>nl., be ot intere.t fro 

the .tandpoint or plaoer opel' tIona alon tb orth Pork of tbe .­

ther RIY8r,ao thing quite unlIkely. 
/ 

ru!.. R y •• 10,118; ft , Rang •• 12,l!!!.- ertlu1 gra.l p­

pear. 1n th southea t part ot to ae holding.: It hal been pOinted 

out on aBe S that th • rou a 11. along a po a1ble ore zon ot 

!aport Dce. 'fbi. 1an~ should not b •• 01d w1thout careful ex inat1on. 

-'23B , S" la, 13 .- 1e a all granodlori • cupola 18 

expo.ed hr. surround d b., a r at thickne s ot recent volcaftlc •• h, 

th ••• holding. do not look ttr ot1 ... Should an nglne r be ant into 

the tl 1d, 110 ".1', t y as 11 11 be looked at. 

~, ~ (portol ). - hi 

wIthout Int re , •. 

all block. in lluYlum, appear. 

CO OLUSIO • 

he blocks d orlbed a8 favor b1e 1n tbl report should be x 

1n d b ~ore 014. If a howl • are tound the work ma, re-

qu1re aever 1 .eeks. It .an, port16na look auttlei nt11 attractive, 

cons1deratlon ahou1d b given th po.s1bl11ty of a deal wherebJ sur­

tace righta are 801d and adneral (104e) right. r taine • 

f·v . 
San Pr&nclaco, , 24.1946 B ar4 ls. r 

- 6 -



SHASTA co , 

R se R('E 

\ 
I 

o 
I Z." 

r;£OLOGIC M.AP OF Pi U/1I1S C()(jNTY, CIJL/ r 
SIIOI-IIN6 H()U)INO~ OF W~ST£M REIILTY CO, 

I ! t , I I , I ! t I 

o M"~s 10 

Aoc.}< 
LEGEND 

F'ormc.-r"on S 
-'?ecent A/lvY""n 
url'tlrJ ' rpcent Yo/C(inlC5 

" gol</ 'jrovej, 
Jvr<AH/( QCld ,,,rrll, ,.'t:S 

J,,,~,t: 

ultf¥l baSt< ' 
rnd, - set/,me"!> 

JvrQ_ Tr/~JSIC md'·YDJCQfll( 5 

r".5j'c n7#'~ . ,.JIfp)~"I, 
C.rl 0 61 f#rChT' ",nw ' Vo/Ct:. I?H > 
Pe"" fyl.-aJ7u." ",',~. s~/mtn/J 

'l~;'::n~:r(1 t;" . 

"r# - 'D~v(jnll;; " m fr.-"-ck",,,IC) 
SI'lvr"." 

o <y~1 

c::J Tv 
na o .)(11 (-;r"'>()</Jt>nl •• l 

c:::::! ..16, ( otnpl"bo/,jp ) 
ED J I.IIJ (S.r.enT,ne) 

J r»I(sJ,'~.>Qnd~fbn.~ 
c:::l"Ji" 

;1f ( IJI .. IIS. ~/"'~' PT( 
c:::;J C v 
e::::l CP 

en 
u = pl~ 

.vh.- lIestw) .R(~/ty 
fI<1It/'n#S : 

~ 

"J ( ./ 
pK 

/ 




