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TO: PAUL I. EIMON, Manager of Exploration
RECEIVED
FROM: K. W. FOOTE, Mining Engineer
DATE: May 20, 1972

SUBJECT: Information on PRODUCERS MINERAL CORPORATION,
o Safford, Arizona

Visited operation at 1330 hours, Tuesday, May 16, 1972, during
working hours but no personnel were seen. |

No change noted at precipitation plant. Film of precipitates still .
on drying slab. Rubber mounted crane from precip plant was at acid
settling basin to clean out heavy hydrocarbon sludge. Leach lines have not
been moved - still spréad out over double area. Sprays were not working
well. Many nozzles plugged or dribbling because of low pressure,

No change at pit or crushing plant,

Visited operation again about 1500 hours Friday, May 19, 1972.
Had hoped to observe shift leaving and get some idea of number.

However, most of the cars left site while [ was at pit.

Precipitation plant appeared unchanged. The precip launders had
not been cleaned and the old film of precipitates was still on the drying slab,
There is no detinned scrap in storage but two launders had recently been
filled. The leach lines appeared unchanged.

No change at pit or crushing plant. A small tank truck from local

union oil distributor was delivering fuel,
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From the "calle", it is rumored that the crushing plant
Foreman, George Herman, has given notice. Also, they say that

all personnel who have accumulated leave are taking it.

YW. FOOTE
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SAN JUAN MINE

SAFFORD, ARIZONA

Production to early 1972 by Producers
2,343,989 tons at 0.82% Cu

Waste/Ore = 0.4330%)

Ore reserve — Present Pit (Computer calculations)

0.35% Cu cut off
15,584,892 tons at 0.52% Cu
Waste/Ore = 1.04967

0.50% Cut off
5,404,432 tons at 0.72% Cu




TO: PAUL I. EIMON, Manégér of Exploration
FROM: K. W. FOOTE, Mining Engineer
DATE: April 15, 1972
SUBJECT:  Information on PRODUCERS MINERAL CORPORATION,
Safford, Arizona

Visited operation about 1730 hours, Tuesday, April 11, 1972,

No personnel were seen but private yehicles were parked at precip plant.
Production of cement copper has cddﬁﬁued. A small amount of precipitates
are heaped up on drying slab. The truck crane and small front end loader,
usually at precip plant, were at the acid settling tank removing sludge or
tar that has separated from the acid in the settling basin.

The airtrack had been mdvvé-d back into the pit. Was drilling on
the second bench up from the bottom on north side - above the blasted ore.
No evidence of ore production or of crushing any quantity of material.

They are building a. diversion dam to protect the clearced arca
to the west of existing pit.

Picked up some rumors and gossip. One, the operation was out
of fuel Friday, April 14, 1972, No"li‘ghts were visible Friday night. Lights
were visible Saturday night however.

The building of the Diversibn Dam secems to be a busy work project.
Also the removal of the older coarée tailing seems to be to get mmaterial to

repair roads and ramps. This also seems to be "as the mood strikes".







had been some road repair. No change at crushing plant.

Some rumors from the "Calle". Salary personnel were not
payed Saturday, April 15, 1972, but were paid Friday, April 21, 1972.
On payday, the hourly workersﬁéfe told that all problems have been
worked out. They would have monéy Wednesday to start up again.

The pit foreman quit.

At the airport, rumor is that Producers will capitulate. Ted

Faulkner was in discussion group.

yd
K. W. FOOTE
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TO: PAUL I, EIMON, Manager of Exploration
FROM: K, W. FOOTE, Mining Enginecr
DATE: April 29, 1972

SUBJECT: Information on PRODUCERS MINERAL CORPOR ATION,
' Safford, Arizona

Visited Producers' opera‘tion Wednesday, April 26, 1972, at about
11 hours. This was during normal working hours. However, only
personnel noted were two men wOrﬁking near a personal pickup in the
crusher area. There were a number of private vehicles in various
parking areas indicating that a normal shift was probably present.

At leach planrt, pumps wéfc running and solutions were circulaing
in precipitation launders. There was lots of gas bubbling up in the
launders. The drying slab had /been cleaned and all precipitates stacked
in to a pile about 5' high. Leach line still discharging water on upper or
North end of beds.

No additional work in pit. v(AIl equi pment was idle.

Crusher plant appears uhchanged. No sign of operation.

A truck was approaching the operation with a semi load of detinned
scrap maybe 20 tons.

Acid deliveries have continued. Rumor is the acid trailers were
almost impounded or atlkast they had a warning from Arizona Highway

Department over license plates.



Of possible interest--E]dr’)&rﬁ_ Clarke is reported to have
said that the delay in awarding the Metcalf contract was due to
Phelps Dodge reconsidering Safford project. He felt they might

proceed with Safford instead of Metcalf.
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TO: PAUL [. EIMON, Manager of Exploration 4
. . o May 519y
FROM: K. W. FOOTE, Mining Engineer A/
' . HECE: 5
DATE: May 6, 1972 £5
SUBJECT: Information on PRODUCERS MINERAL CORPORATION,

Safford, Arizona

Visited property about 154‘3 hours Wednesday, 3 May 72.
Passed the shift on way to mine. - iny watchman /operator on duty.

At leach plant only half of normal solution was being circulated.
Drying slab was clean with a small pile, about three feet high of
precipitates.

There were no noticeable changes at pit and crusher.

Visited property again Saturday 6 May 72 at about 1800 hours.
Operation down for weekend. Only operator /watchman on duty.

At leach plant a film of precipitates had been placed on dry /4'17

slab, The small pile was still theré, Some leach lines had been

' moved to central part of beds.

No sign of operation at crusher and the pit appeared unchanged.
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TO: PAUL I. EIMON, Manager of Exploration A 219,
”
,‘C )
FROM: K. W. FOOTE, Mining Engineer é’bf@@

DATE: May 13, 1972
SUBJECT: Information on PRODUCERS MINERAL CORPORATION,
Safford, Arizona

Checked operation during weekend. No significant change noted.
As mine was down for weekend only, watchman/operator was on duty.

At leach plant, a film of cement copper had recently been placed
on drying slab and a small pile of dried precipitates about three feet high
had been left from last week, The launders had been recharged and
were bubbling strongly.

The leach lines had changed to spread water to almost double
the area usually being wetted.

No change noted in pit. Most equipment still parked.

The crushing plant could have been operated for a short period

for testing,

R

K. W, FOOTE






From the "calle”, it is rumored that the crushing plant
Foreman, George Herman, has given notice. Also, they say that

all personnel who have accumulated leave are taking it.

/yw. FOOTE
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TO: PAUL 1. EIMON, Manager of I'xploration &ECEIL'EQ

FROM: K. W. FOOTE, Mining lingincer

DATT:: May 27, 1972

SUBJECT: Information on PRODUCIEERS MINERAL CORPORATION,
Safford, Arizona

Visited operation at about 1200 hours Thursday, May 25, 1972.
On way up, passed a small blue car pulling a small U-Haul trailer
with two, four drawer, office files in it.

The visit was during normal lunch hour. Only personnel
noted were at office trailer and maybe 8 or 10 men cating lunch in garage.
Mitchell's blue Datsun was not parked at office trailer.

At precip plant, film of precipitates was still on drying slab. No
scrap was visible above the liquid in the precip launders.  No change in the
distribution pattern of the leach lines. A tractor had been making new ponds
over the fine material east of the main leach beds.

No change noted at pit or crusher.

Talked to pecople from Il Paso, Sulfuric acid plant in central
I'l Paso is considered a nuisance. las ruined paint jobs on cars parked in
the arca with droplets of acid. The Insurance Company paid »ll claims to

date and cancclled the policy.  Acid damage has continued and poople in the

arca arc planning to suc the company directly.

I\'/(. FOOTE



TO: PAUL I. EIMON, Manager of Exploration
FROM: K. W, FOOTE, Mining Engineer
DATE: June 10, 1972

SUBJECT: Information oh PRODUCERS MINERAL CORPORATION,
Safford, Arizona

Visited operation at about 1700 hours, Tuesday, 6 June 72, |
after regular working hours. An operator/watchman was on duty.
Drying slab unchanged. Some detinned scrap had been charged from
truck spillage and stockpile., Three launders were heaped. Leachlines
unchanged.

No change at pit or crusher,

Visited operation again at 1800 hours, Thursday, 8 June 72,
after regular working hours. Only operator/watchman on duty. The
three launders had been flushed and scrap was visible in only two launders.
It seems that they have been working scrap with a magnet in the launders
as the crane is rigged wi th magnet and drag bucket is still where last used
at acid settling basin., A film of precipitates was on slab, Two panels of
leach lines have been moved to north edge of beds.

No change at pit or crusher,

From the "calle” Mr. Moulds was seen at operation late after-
noon, Wednesday, 7 June 72.

Current production is said to be "almost" one ton of precips per

day with consumption of two pounds iron per pound precips produced.
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that two additional trucks for a total of five (5) for week ending 27 May 72.

As the trucks are weighed by their drivers, the above numbers are minimum.

It is possible that trucks slipped by without being noted.

w FOOTE




TO: PAUL 1. EIMON, Manag

FROM: K. w,

er of Exploration
FOOTE, Mining Engineer
DATE:  June 3, 1979 '

SUBJECT: Information on PRODUCERS MINERAL CORPORA'I‘ION,
Safford, Arizona

Visited operation /2. It
was Memorial Day and no work was scheduled, Ap operator/watchman

was probably on duty but was not seen,

At precip plant, the drying slab had been cleaned ang

all precipatateg
removed. No SC€rap was visible in the launders, byt two launders were
bubbling, Indicating iron wag present. The crane was rigg

ed with a magnet
SO they had just charged some .ﬁrap or were e

Xpecting scrap delivery, Alj

leach lineg had been moved to north half of beds,

was piled on slap,

No change at pit or crusher,

Acid deliveries averaged 3 trucks per week during May, except that




that two additional trucks for a total of five (5) for week ending 27 May 72,

As the trucks are weighed by their drivers, the above numbers are minimum.

It is possible that trucks slipped by without being noted,
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TO: PAUL I. EIMON, Manager of Exploration
FROM: K. W. FOOTE, Mining Engineer
DATE: June 10, 1972

SUBJECT: Information oh PRODUCERS MINERAL CORPORATION,
Safford, Arizona

Visited operation at about 1700 hours, Tuesday, 6 June 72, |
after regular working hours. An operator/watchman was on duty.
Drying slab unchanged. Some detinned scrap had been charged from
truck spillage and stockpile. Three launders were heaped. Leachlines
unchanged.

No change at pit or crusher,

Visited operation again at 1800 hours, Thursday, 8 June 72,
after regular working hours. Only operator/watchman on duty. The
three launders had been flushed and scrap was visible in only two launders.
It seems that they have been working scrap with a magnet in the launders
as the crane is rigged wi th magnet and drag bucket is still where last used
at acid settling basin. A film of precipitates was on slab. Two panels of
leach lines have been moved to north edge of beds.

No change at pit or crusher.

From the "calle” Mr. Moulds was seen at operation late after-
noon, Wednesday, 7 June 72.

Current production is said to be "almost" one ton of precips per

day with consumption of two pounds iron per pound precips produced.
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TO: PAUL I. EIMON, Manager of Exploration
FROM: K. W. FOOTE, Mining Engineer
DATE: June 17, 1972

SUBJECT: Information on PRODUCERS MINERAL CORPORATION,
Safford, Arizona

Visited operation at about 1330 hours, Tuesday, 13 June 72, This
was during normal working hours. No production work was in progress.
Saw the operator of leach plant, one person ina pickup and one mechanic
near the garage. There were several personal cars on site indicating a
normal shift turnout.

At the leach plant, the drying slab had been cleaned., The pile of
precipitates was now about 4" high, No scrap was above the level of the
liquid in the launders. There was bubling in two launders indicating iron
was still present, No change in leach lines.

No change at pit or crusher.

The pit front end loaders remain parked at the shop with buckets
off,

The small tank truck from the local Union Oil Distributor was
delivering fuel.

Week Ending 24 June 72

Visited property at 1530 hours, Tuesday, 20 June 72.
At precip plant, three launders were heaped with scrap. Precips had

been removed from slab and new film spread out,




Four panels of leach lines on south edge of leach beds.

No change at pit or crusher.

Seven loads of H2 So4 were delivered in week ending 17 June 72.

Met James E. Mitchell, General Manager. Was advised to request
permission to enter. Producers' property. Later received registered,

letter. Copy sent to Tucson office.

/=

K. vy FOOTE







plan seemed to be based on 20' lifts on the beds;To get at the beds faster,
the lift height was cut to 15', then changed to 10'. Then every so often the
order was given "just level it off so we can put the leach lines on,"

Also at this time there was competiion between the shift supervisors
which seemed to be based on total tons moved. Therefore, when there
were problems at the crusher, the material was declared waste and sent

to the waste dumps.

K¢'W. FOOTE
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