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November 30, 1977 
Mr .. Homer Owens 
P. O. Box 481 
Presco~t, Arizona 86302 

Dea.r Mr. Owens: 

At your request and authorization through Mr. Alan Friend of 
Tolleson, Arizona, the writer was present at your Gold placer 
property on November 22, 1977, to observe the taking of placer 
samples by a mining engineer for the Prescott National Forest 
Service to determine the validity of your claims. 

The Forest Service was represented by Messrs. Richard O'Connell, 
Forest Range~ Harley Yeager, Archeologist, Bill Townsend of the 
engineering department and Raj Daniel, the mining engineer. 

Three samples were taken by the engineer, two at the cut just north 
of the trailer. Their identification number is 9201 for the 
southern sample and No. 9202 for the northern sample which is four 
feet horizontally distant from the first sample. These samples are 
on the D. W. Bernice claim. Each sample was a channel on the east 
bank of the cut, about three feet long starting about three inches 
below the surface down to bedrock. Each sample taken weighed about 
35 pounds. 

The third sample, No. 9200, was taken on the west bank of a cut on 
the D. W. Bernice No.2 claim. All three samples, when panned, 
showed from 8 to 25 colors of gold. The Forest Service will send 
you their results, probably as a dollar value per cubic yard. 

Their method of sampling is satisfactory but with this method 
there is a tendency to obtain more "fines" and thus a possibility 
of higher values. Placer sampling should be based on "vo1ume" 
sampling. My opinion and conclusion is that the Forest Service 
sample results will be higher in value than those taken by the 
writer. 

On November 25, 1977, the writer revisited your property for the 
purpose of taking samples in the same two areas as those tested 
by the Forest Service and one additional sample on the Owens Bar 
claim - further down the stream. 

The writer's method for taking placer samples is based on "volume." 
After the sample site selection has been made, preferably a vertical 
bank cut, pit, etc., which exposes the auriferous gravel, an area 
on the bank or face is marked and the material picked away - inc lud-
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ing fines, gravel and boulders - into the bank for an even depth 
of 3 to 6 inches, dependent on the area selected - a smaller area, 
a deeper depth. The loosened material is caught on a plastic sheet, 
then transferred to the writer's fabricated container which has a 
volume of 2.7 cubic feet - 1/10th of a cubic yard. 

The descriptions and results of the samples taken by the wr i ter are 
as follows: 

Sample 
Number 
1459 

1460 

1461 

Sample 
Description 
41 X 5' wide face sample of east bank 
from bedrock to within 4 inches of 
surface - W. D. Bernice claim 

3' X 4.5' wide face sample of east 
bank from bedrock to within 5 inches 
of surface. From cut on W. D. Bernice 
No. 2 claim 

4' X 4' wide bank sample of road cut 
from bedrock to surface on Owens Bar 
claim. 

* Calculated using $150.00 per ounce. 

Ounces/ 
cu. yd. 
0.032 

($4.80)* 

0.024 
($3.60)* 

0~012 

($1.80)* 

The Assayer, using amalgamation to recover the free gold, reports 
the results in weight - milligrams. The results of the above 
samples were 98.1, 73.98 and 37.78 milligrams respectively. Since 
the writer used one tenth (1/10) of a cubic yard of gravel, the 
amount of free gold would be 10 times this amount, or 981.0, 739.8 
and 377.8 milligrams per cubic yard ~ 0.981, 0.7398 or 0.3778 
grams per cubic yard of gravel. There are 31.103 grams to a troy 
ounce. The contained milligrams or (grams) can be divided by 31.103 

. or (multiplied by 0.03215) to obtain troy ounces per cubic yard. 

In a conversation during the writer's visit on November 25, it was 
indicated a $6.00 value per cubic yard was required. As can be seen 
from the results of the three samples, the dollar value of each does 
not meet this requirement. 

Based on the fact that the three samples taken by the writer are 
as representative of the material in place that can possibly be 
obtained and based on the assay results of the samples, the writer 
can only conclude that the auriferous gravel sampled as indicated 
on Map No.3, Surface & Sample Map, is of sub-marginal grade. 

Based on the geologic evidence observed in the field, the results 
of the writer's three samples and an overall concept of potential 
auriferous gravels available, the writer's strongest recommendation 
is that no further work or monies be spent on the claims. The 
writer opines that gold values in excess of $6.00 per cubic yard 
o£ material above creek level would be quite rare. 

If it is.thought and felt by yourself that the above recommendation 

- 2 -



and opinion is not substantially correct, then the writer suggests 
8 sampling program be completed, by your undertaking, of the auri
ferous gravel~ at intervals of 25 to 50 feet along the length of 
the "potential zones" indicated on Map No.3. 

Such sampling should contain material representative of the material 
"in place" including boulders, rocks, gravel and fines, taken over 
a mining height - 4 feet or more. 

November 30, 1977 

Included Exhibits: 

Respectfully, 

R. E. Mieritz 
Mining Consultant 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Assay Certificate - Iron King Assay Office 
Map No. 1 - Index Map, Central Arizona 
Map No. 2 - Geologic Map, Portion of Yavapai County, Arizona 
Map No. 3 - Surface & Sample Map, Bernice Claims 
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2940 N. cas. Tomes 

December 10, 1977 

Mr. Homer Owen 
P. O. Box 481 
Pre,cott" Artzona, 86302 

Dear Nt. Owens: 

I must apologize for the dela, in fO,rwarciiDg the It.tempeel" 
.8 •• Y report or certificate •• the three samples 1 took on 
the Bernice Placer cl.~8. 

Mr. Statler h d phoned me th., re.~lt8 that 1 could complete 
the report ,04 t fully 8lCpected to bay. the eertlft.cate in 
hand the day I delivered the ~eport to you. Mr. ' Statler' 1s 
u8u.l1y very proapt. Unfortunately, Mr. Statler left for 
Mi.ami, Florida the day fter he ,phoned the re.ult. to me. 
I learned of this when 1 phoned Mr. Statler this at Wed
nesday and instructed him to mail a certificate dtr ctly to 
you, It i8 hoped you have received same. 

.\ 

I ena10le three copies of the certificate - two for iu. rttns 
into the report and th third to attach to my Invoice- Expense 
Account. 

Asaln I apo1oaiae for the lons del_y. 

Sine rely yours. 

I i I 

R. I. Mf.er1tz, 
MlblnS Consultant . 



Th Butt R nger District 
HiglnnlY 69 ... w y R ute 
Prescott , rilona 86301 2810 

'ove" r'" J 1917 

• Ho.er R.' Owens 
P. • x 481 
Prescott , Arizona 302 

r • Owens : 

111 follow! g outlines th informatio I will need in your ' 
o ating plan: 

1. CIa! nt 
, .ailing dd ss and tele hone her 

of all cia! nt ., 1 sset'S , partDers" and/or 
operators. 

2. ClaillS 

3. 

a. laa and type of, «:1 ai_ 
of claimants J if different froa above 

c. Location f cl.i 
1 . legal scription 
2. up howin location (2 n_l mile) 

Date 0 loe tloa 
8. Recording data (COUltty) 

1 . date of rtleorclin 
2. doCket. aad page DUlltO r 

f. Recording data ( LM) 

ropo. 0 eration 
a.. Description of proposed methOd .tio 
b. Esti_te of vol of ut rial to be lIOVed 
c. Propos _ thod of disposiDg of waste _1:erlal 
d. Ll:st of uipment to be used 
e. MUIIber of lor to be 
f. Opetations aap showing the following: (4 "'.1 all.) -

1.. area. where surfae disturb ce will occur. 
2. wast areas 
3. loeation of fixed equ1paeRt or iaprov ts 
4. roads to be sed . existi g IIDd ~ ... new 

,. Probable ginning ftd Q4iDI dale.s withi which 
operatiofts will b cendu(:tecl, aad whet r opentloD-S 
will be ute itt_" or c:oJ1tinuiIJ 
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2810 Owens - 11/28/71 

. h. Precautiol\S to be taken to prevent and/or 
nl_ile adverse environmental impacts. 

4 • Restoration 
•• Describe proPQ.ed _thocls of "storin, all 

areas of disturbance 
1. txo.vated areas 
2 • waste areas ' 
3 .. . road. 

s. caapslte 
a" List illpJOveJlftts neC9S$ary for .i"tng 

operatlon$, i.e. b-ailernouae, storage 
sheds ~ e"te .. 

b. NUJlbeY of people reslding at eUIp 
c. How sanitation nquireaents w11l be _t · 

1. toilet facilities 
2., wast.water 
3. refuse and tras 1 

LEE E.. POACUB 
Thumb Butte District Ranger 

c;C! 5.0. 
Raj Du1 l.-Wo't 10M 
Richard E. Mieriu 
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Mr. H .rOwens 
P. O. Box 481 
Preskott, Arizona, 86)02 

Deap Mr. Owens: 

November 21. 1977 

I dropped off the three s mples at the A.ssayer in Humboldt 

',' stet'day and he vised because or hi work load he y not 

b able to at to the s mples until this comin Wednesday 

whioh would therefor elay ~ report until Friday or Saturday 

of' this oomin weak. 

I bad indioat.ed to you that the report would be in your ail 

box this Thns- ay. however. with th1 delay, 1 t could be ther 

on Friday, at the latest, Saturd y. 

Same would be sent as oon as possible. 

Sincerely. 

R. E. M18J'1tz , 
M1n1n Consultant 
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ASSAY 
MADE 
FOR 

L 

He- r 0 0 . 

8 1- , ~ - " 

81 ... .. :8-:' 

81-28-~ 

DESCRIPTION 

.II. 1 lr ': . q ( ~!' g -
# 1460 tf 

~1lt61 u 

CHARGES,-----'~ ............... ""--'-----

one 1 

IRON KING ASSAY OFFICE 

ASSAY CERTIFICATE 

~· ol_d ) -
• 

If 

16.00 

BOX 14 - PHONE 632-7410 

HUMBOLDT, ARIZONA 86329 

cXlUtI oz/ton 
Au Ag 

98.10- -

173. 9~ 

~7 _'S 

~ 

B'3c. 9 19 /7 
%Fe %Pb %Zn %Cu 

-

ASSAYER, _________ _ 
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