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INTRODUCTION: 

At the request of and authorization by Mr. Carl J. Richardson, Phoenix, 
Arizona, the writer examined several 40 acre placer claims in Sec. 26, 
T. 3 N., R. 20 W., Plomosa Mining District, Yuma County, Arizona on 
January 25, 26 and 27, 1976. 

As part of the examination, several samples were obtained surface-wise 
to determine the presence or absence of gold-silver mineralization. 
This report is based on the finpings and results of the field examina
tion and the samples, on the writer's geologic knowledge of the general 

'area and on published public knowledge on the .Plamosa District, La Cholla 
placer area. 

PROPERTY, LOCATION and ACCESSIBILITY: 

The property consists of eight 40 acre claims in Sec. 26, T. 3 N., R. 20 w. 
and known as NIB No.2, 4, 5, 7, 10, 12, 13 and 15. These claims are not 
contiguous as a full group, only partially so as regards claims No. 2 and 
5, and claims No. 10, 12 and 15. Claim 13 is by itself and claims No.4 
and 7 are one and the same, also by itself. (See Claim Map No.2). The 
general area (Sec. 26) was located several years ago by Mr. Bennie Richell, 
Phoenix, Arizona. In February 1973, Messrs Jesse Springerly and Donald 
Workman, both of Phoenix, Arizona, claimed the area. 

The eight claims are legally described (according to the location notices) 
as follows: ~ 

Date Recorded 
Claim Name Legal DescriEtion Acres Located Book Page 
NIB No.2 NE/4NW/4 Sec. 26 40 2/23/73 744 666 
NIB No. 4 NE/4NE/4 Sec. 26 40 2/23/73 744 668 
NIB No;. 5 NW/4NW/4 Sec. 26 40 2/28/73 744 669 
NIB No. 7 NE/4NE/4 Sec. 26 40 2/28/73 744 671 

(Same as NIB No.4) 
NIB No. 10 NE/4SW/4 Sec. 26 40 2/28/73 749 491 
NIB No. 12 NW/4SE/4 Sec. 26 40 2/28/73 749 493 
NIB No. 13 SW/4SW/4 Sec. 26 40 2/28/73 749 494 
NIB No. 15 SW/4SE/4 Sec. 26 40 2/28/73 749 496 

Gross Total 320 
(One claim duplicated) - 40 

Net Total acres 280 
(See Map No.2) 

Section 26 lies approximately 8 airline miles or 9.5 road miles southwest 
of Quartzsite, Arizona, a small community on Interstate 10 about 165 miles 
west northwest of Phoenix, or 24 miles east of Blythe, California. The 
claims lie on the eastern margin of the Dome Rock Mountains which forms 
the western fringe of the La Posa Plain with t.he Plomosa Mountains form
ing the eastern fringe of the Plain. Section 26 is relatively gently 
sloping to the east southeast at an elevation of 1150 feet. Several shal
low dry washes traverse the section from west to east. 

Access to the property can be completed by passenger car automobile.' Using 
the West Quartzsite interchange of 1-10 in Quartzsite as a starting point -
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travel west on old U.S. 60 (south side of 1-10) for 1.6 miles to a gravel 
road junction on the left side (immediately after crossing a small bridge). 
The gravel road, maintained by Yuma County, is known as the Copper Bottom 
Mine road. Travel this road for 6.0 miles which would then be about the 
position of the common line between Sections 23 and 26. The quarter cor
ner of these sections is about 250 feet west of the road. This quarter 
corner, as well as that of Sections 26 and 35 and the common corner of 
Sections 26, 27, 34 and 35 were found by the writer. 

HISTORY, PRODUCTION and DEVELOPMENT: 

The writer has little information as to history of the property except as 
previously mentioned as regards locators of claims in the Section. 

Except for a few shallow (3 feet deep) dozer trenches and one old 4 foot 
deep pit, the property is undeveloped - a raw prospect placer-wise. 

The District has a history dating back to the early 1860's. Since then, 
several areas, particularly north of Section 26, have been worked inter
mittently with small dry washers. Values were recovered but very meager 
in quantity, as evidenced by the U.S. Mineral Resources statistics of a 
$44,826.qO production from years 1901 thru 1931, about 2,000 ounces for the 
period or about 70 ounces per year - for the district. 

Gold values do exist in small channels at bedrock which is anywhere from 
150 to 300 or more feet below the present surface. This applies to the 
district which is 1 to 3 miles north of the property. 

REGIONAL GEOLOGY: 

The Dome Rock Mountains, immediately west of Section 26, are a complex of 
schist, granite, gneiss and sediments, principally as slates. 

The eastern slope of the Dome Rock Mountains in the area of the La Posa 
Plain is described in the Arizona Bureau of Mines Bulletin No. 168 - Gold 
Placers and Placering in Arizona - and herein quoted. 

'~ere (La Cholla Placer area - 2 miles north of Section 26) a gently east
ward sloping pediment or rock floor, eroded largely on tilted bluish-gray 
slates, borders the mountains and, extending beneath the gravels of the 
Plain, constitutes the bedrock of the placers." 

"The gravels in general consist of an unassorted aggregate of subangular 
to slightly rounded slate, schist, quartzite and white bull quartz frag
ments, more or less firmly cemented with lime carbonate. They are com
monly of medium texture but range in size from fine material to boulders 
3 or 4 feet in diameter." 

The above very adequately describes what the writer evidenced on the pro
perty, particularly with respect to the gravel fill of the Plain in Sec. 26. 
(See. Map No-.. 1).. 
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SAMPLING PROCEDURE: 

Economic gold-silver placer deposits are dependent on relatively even 
distribution and dispersion of free gold specks, particles and nuggets 
in a gravel and/or valley fill of eroded material from the nearby moun
tains - providing, of course, that lode gold mineralization is or had been 
present in the mountains prior to the erosion periods. 

The strength of gold quantities in most Arizona placers is usually very, 
very low and normally not something a "prudent man" would pursue. 

Unlike lode sampling where the mineralization is usually visible to the 
eye and a small sample quantity-wise is sufficient to determine metal 
quantities or content, placer sampling, on the other hand, is time consum
ing and requires the handling of large quantities of material - rocks, 
gravel, sand and clay, the u~ual constituents of a placer gravel. 

The writer took four samples in various areas of the property as a basis 
to provide some information to determine the presence or absence of free 
gold and the quantity thereof if present. The quantity of free gold is 
usually quoted in dollars and/or cents per cubic yard of material (gravel). 

To obtain representative samples, the use of a backhoe unit was employed 
to excavate pits in the gravel, usually from 7 to 9 feet long, approximately 
5 feet wide and 6\ to 7 feet deep. The locations of these pits and samples 
are shown on Map No.3. The direction of each pit was roughly north-south 
in order to crosscut the present indicated easterly surface drainage - path 
of erosion. 

After preparation of the pit, the writer sampled the west bank (upslope 
side) of the pit. The sample was caught on a plastic cloth spread on the 
pit floor. The sampled areas measured 2 to 2~ feet wide and 4\ to 5~ feet 
high. The top of the sample was started either a foot or a foot and a half 
below the surface. The depth of the sample was usually about 3 inches deep 
- always sufficient to fill the writer's measuring box - heaping to allow 
for "expansion" from firm to semi-loose compaction. The sample included 
rocks up to 5 or 6 inches, gravel, sand and clay - -everything within the 
area sampled. 

The sample was hoisted in a pail to the surface and emptied into the writer's 
measuring box which has a volume of 2.7 cubic feet or one tenth (l/lOth) of 
a cubic yard. The entire sample was screened through a ~" screen - the 
oversize being examined for any large nuggets. The minus material was then 
screened using an ordinary window screen which has 14 apertures to the inch 
or about 1/16" square. Again, the reject or oversize material was examined 
for any nuggets and discarded at the site of the pit. The fines (usually 
about 55 to 60 pounds) were split with a Jones type splitter, in each case 
three times, thus 1/8th of the original amount of minus 1/16" material. 
The portion saved for the sample was weighed and then washed in a gold pan 
to remove as much clay as possible. It was then dried and weighed to deter
mine the amount of clay that was lost. This portion of the smmple was again 
split, one half being sent to the Iron King Assay Office, Humboldt, Arizona, 
for an amalgam determination of free gold. The other half of the sample has 
been retained by the writer. 
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The portion of the sample sent to the Assay Office was tested using amal
gamation to remove any free gold that the sample might contain. The assayer 
also weighed the sample in grams before completing the amalgamation test. 
The Assay Certificate is herein included. 

CONCLUSIONS: 

The results of the test work by the assayer indicate there is no free gold 
in the samples taken in various parts of Sec. 26. The assayer's results 
indicate to the writer that the gravels in Sec. 26 are not auriferous in 
character. In the writer's opinion, the gravel or placer material in Sec. 
26 is one which should not be pursued nor is it a placer that a prudent 
person would consider for further investigation and/or expenditure of 
monetary funds. 

February 5, 1976 

Respectfully submitted, 

R. E. Mieritz 
Mining Consultant 
Phoenix, Arizona 
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SAMPLE DATA SCHEDULE 
NIB Placer Claims 

Weight of (-1/1e? 
Sample Number mesh dry material Number Weight of Total number Ratio, 

Sample Volume ot splits before after of splits sample tor of splits &: sample Multiplication 
Number Cu. Ft. & Ratio Washing Washing &: Ratio Amalgamation Ratio to Cu. Yd. Factor 

~1l ~21 t~2 ,42 's2 ,62 'z2 ,a2 '22 
1)62 2.7 :3 (1/8) 7 • .50 3.9.5 1 (t) 1.95 4 (1/16) 1/1oth 10 x 16 = 160 

1363 2.7 3 (l/a) 8.00 4.00 1 (t) 2.04 4 (1/16) 1/10th 10 x 16 = 160 

1:364 2.7 :3 (1/8) 7.75 4.51 1 (l) 2.2) 4 (1/16) 1/1Oth 10 x 16 = 160 

1:36,5 2.1 3 (1/8) 9.00 5.00 1 (t) 2 • .54 4 (1/16) 1/1Oth 10 x 16 = 160 

Weight (-1/16") Free gold in Fre. gold 
Sample mesh sand Amalgamated Multiplying per Cubic 
Number per cubic yard sample Factor Yard. gravel 

(10) (11 ) (12) (13) 

1362 160 x 1.95= 312.0 NIL 160 NIL 

1)6) 160 x 2.04= )26.4 NIL 160 NIL 

1364 160 x 2.2)= 356.a NIL 160 NIL 

1365 160 x 2.54= 406.4 'l'r. 160 Tr. 

!2II1 Alistated weights are in pounds. 

---- - - --- ---------- - -
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARICOPA 

CARL J. RICHARDSON,' a married 
man dealing with his sole and 
separate property, 

) 
) 
) 
) 

Plaintiff, ) 

vs." 

JESSE SPRINGERLEY and DANA 
SPRINGERLEY, husband and wife, 

Defendants. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

----------~------------~----------) 
STATE OF ARIZONA ) 

) 
County of Maricopa ) 

SSe 

NO. C 319242 

A F F I D A V I T 

OF RICHARD E. MIERITZ 

I ", .. •• ,l. . t,;:' 

...... .:;. :, .;.-, :. 

RICHA~D E. , MIERITZ, bei~g t.irst duly sworn, ¢ieposeE:! and 
. : ~ . ' ~ "f 

says: 
"', ' , .. / . "10 ok ~ ,.1 

.. " . f; 

That he is a r~gistered professional engineer (mining) 
:j.. 

.. 

with offices at 2940 N. Casa l , Tomas ,< Phoenix, Arizona; that at 

the request and authorization by Mr. Carl J. Richardson, he examine 

eight 40 ·acre placer claims in Sec. 26,T. 3 N., R. 20 W., Yuma 

County, Arizona, on January 25, 26 and 27, 1976, which claims are 

more particularly described as follows: 

Claim Name Legal Description 

NIB No. 2 NE/4NW/4 Sec. 26 
NIB No. 4 NE/4NE/4 Sec. 26 
NIB No. 5 NW/4NW/4 Sec. 26 
NIB No. 7 NE/4NE/4 Sec. 26 

. NIB No . 10 NE/4SW/4 Sec. 26 
NIB No. 12 NW/4SE/4 Sec. 26 

: ,' 

NIB No. 13 SW/4SW/4 Sec. 26' 
NIB No. 15 SW/4SE/4 Sec. . 26 

. ' . " . , . , 

that as part of said ,examination, several samples were taken ' from .. ~ ' 

said claims to determine the presence or absence of .. gold , .' . :,. , 
. .. " 

mineralization, and to obtain representative samples ', .the use .. o,f ·::/a 
: . . '.' ' ,' 

backhoe unit was employed to excavate pits in the gravel, from ".,! , .,:,. 

seven to nine feet long, approximately five ' feet.wide;.nd~ ~ix , and . . 
, , ," 1 . ': ' " , f. 

one-half to seven feet deep; 
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1 these pits, each sample having a volume of approximately 2.7 cubic 

2 feet or one-tenth of a cubic yard. The : entire sample was screened 

3 through a one-quarter inch screen with the oversize being examined 

4 for any large nuggets. " The minus material was then screened using, 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

an ordinary window screen which has 14 apertures to the inch or 

about one-sixteenth inch, square ~ , ,' Again, ', the reject or oversize 

material was examined for any nuggets and discarded at the site of 

the pit. The fines (usually about 55 to 60 pounds) ~ere split 

with a Jones type splitter, in each case three times, and the 

portion saved for the sample was weighed and then washed in a gold 

pan to ' remove as much clay as possible. The , sample was again , 

split, one-half being sent to the Iron King Assay Office, Humboldt, 

Arizona, for an amalgam determination of free ,gold, and, the other ' 

half of the sample was retained by : affiant. That attached hereto 

is the Assay Certificate of Iron King Assay Office reflecting that 

the samples.submitted on the above described placer claims contained 

no gold value. 

That placer deposits are dependent on relatively even 

distribution and dispersion of free gold specs, particles and 

nuggets in a gravel and/or valley fill of eroded material from the 

nearby mountains. That based upon the affiant's examination, 

sampling, and ,assay report on samples taken from the above-describe 

mining claims, there is no gold mineralization in the gravel or 

placer material to be 

./ ' 
" 

, ( ' . 
·L:r , 

: I , 

. ,', 

29 Subscribed and Sworn to before me this" day of .,: :, ---
30 February, 1976. " 

31 
Notary p c 

32 My Commission Expires: 

-2-
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IRON KIN~ /J SSA Y OFFICE 

ASSA)" :~RTlrri-cj(1-~TE 
BOX ,~ .. PH')tJE 632·7410 

HUMBOLDT, ARIZONt. 86329 

r -, 
ASSAY 

MADE RICHARD E. MlEEITZ 
FOR 2940 N. Casa Tomas 

L Phoenix, Ariz. 85016 ~ 
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f. N'g. DESCRIPTION 
oz/,o" 0% I'on I ~ F. ,., Pb I ~ ZI'! Au A; 

~ Cu Ee 
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CHARGES :$43.00 ASSAria 
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