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IlfTRODUQTIOI 

- t the reQue t oot • B nn1e Richel. the writer com­
pleted a geological examination of those claims in which r. 

- R1~hel and Mr~Tom Young are co-owners with one quarter and 
three quarters interest respectively and wbich are "part of the 
La Cholla Placer depos1ts located approximately eight mil 
south weat of Quartzite, a small town on U. S. Highway 60-70 
in Yuma County, Arizona. 

f'RORmTI i I,OCATIQN 

The prop rty consist of six placer c~.. totaling 
260 aores; one claim containing 160 acres ,and five claims or 
20 acres eaoh. Of the five 20 acre cla1m~, -three have been 
consolidated -as one claim, thus the property actually has but 
tour 01 1ms trom the standpoint of assessment work. 

Tabulated below are the claim names, legal dlscr1p­
tlons~ area and recording information. All claims are in 
T. 3 "., R. 20 W. of the Gila and Salt River Base and erid1an. 

Golden Cycle i 2, 
Golden Cycle #3, 
Golden Cycle #4, 
Fat 
Coarse Gold 
James lbert 

Sec. 
Sec. 
Sec. 
Sec. 
Sec. 
Sec. 

" ~Bt -S/2, 
14, 8/2, 
14. N/2, 
14, 8/2, 
14, N/2, 
14 5/2, 

/4 and/2, 
SE/4, SE/4. 
SE/4 t SE/4. 
NE/4, SE/4. 
NE/4, 5£/4. 
SE/4, Nl!I/4. 

~ ~Bk~. --P~&34!!--
S /4. 160 267 0 

20 267 31 
20 "267 32 
20 36 
20 36 
20 36 

260 

The last three claims have been recorded as a group 
known as Consolidated. 

All claims lie pproximately six miles south and tour 
to five miles west of Quartzite, no , a small town on U. S. High­
way 60-70 in Yuma County, Arizona. Quartzite is approximately 
17 miles east of the Colorado River or 21 m1les east or Blythe, 
california. uartz1te is approximately 155 miles northwest by 
road from Phoenix via v;1ckenburg. 

AgC§SSIBI~ITY & FACJ~IAIES 

Passenger ear travel to the La Cholla Placer area 
from Quartzite is accomplished by branohing otf the n w highway 
onto the old highway approximately 2 miles west or Junction 60-
70 with State Highway 95. Approximately li· rr.iles further west on 
the old road 1s a graveled road "T" junction to the south or left. 
i'he graveled road more or less terminates at the La Cholla area 
approximately six mile south. 
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As can bee seen from the included Property and ~­
faoe Map, E1 Pa.o Natural Gas Co. maintains a gas line 'Within 
a mile of the northeast corner or the property. 

ElectricIty is also available at a point near the 
east corner of Sec. 12, T. 3 11., R. 20 W. 

Water, whether for culinary or operational use i a 
problem at this time. Whether an , adequate water supply could be 
developed is not know at this time. It ls 'possible tha.t an 
underground channel may exist further east and lower in the 
valley. Local information advises the exlstance of a southeast 
trending fault zone passing south of the t corner ot Seo. 11, 
T. 3 N., R. 20 w. to the east of i corner of S o. 20,'1'. 3 N • ., 
R. 19 • and is said to conta,1n "movlng U water. Some indica­
tion this condition may exist 1s evidenced by the presenoe of 
50 feet of water in a well located near the liE. corner of Sec. 
12, T. 3 N. t R. 20 W. An pnderground water study 19 necessary. 

IISTORY 

Ex1stance or the La' Cholla, Oro Fj,no and Middle camp 
Gold Plaoers deposits on the eastern $lope of the Dome Rock 
ountains as well as , the La Paz Gold Placers on the western 

slope ot tbe same mountains date b ok to 1862 when the Colorado 
River ind1ans guided a trapper! Capt. Pauline Weaver and h1S 
party to the rich La Paz gravel.s. After spending some time 
panning the gravels, the party returned to Yuma for supplies 
and '8,000 1n gold nuggets. A t a $l€, OD/ounce value then, 

pptox1mately 500 ounces were recovered. 

Since the advent of discovery, ,all deposits, par­
ticularly those ot the Plomosa District; La fnoll., Oro Fino, 
M1ddle .Camp and Plomosa, have been worked intermittently by 
individual dry-washers. Even large scale operations bad been 
planned or attempted. It is reported that more than 100 men 
were plaeerlng in this district in 1932-33. A reoorded yield 
from 1934-49 was valued at $176 000. V. C. Heikes in his 
article "Dry Plaoers in Arizona

"
--1912, Mineral Resouroes, 

states "The gold content per cubic yard is reported to range 
in coarse gold from ten eents to several dollars .... 

G~QLogy & MlNABALlZATION 

The La Cholla Placers cover an area 4 to 5 miles in 
length and one to 3 miles in width bordering the eastern foot ' 
or the Dome Rock Mouutains southwest of Quartzite. 

As can be noted from the Regional Geology Map, the 
Dome Rock Mts. are a complex of schist, granite, gneiss and 
prinoipally sediments as slates. These titled bluish-gray 
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slites extend eastward ('i) some six to ten miles beneath (?) 
the valley till to the New Water Mountain range. For the most 
part at least, ,these metamorphosed slates should torm the bed­
rock base of the placers as indicated by several vertical 
shafts in the area close to the Dome Rock Mountains. 

Information obtained from looal property owners i.n­
dieate the apparent bedrock grad1ent to ha.ve a dip lOf 15-200, 
locally up to 30°, and a S. ,OoE. direction or a strike d1-
rect1onof N. 400 'B. Direation-wise~ t1l1s oonforms basically 
to the strike and dip ot the slate formation i ,n the immediate 
rea. The d1~rerence in dip between the gradient of the bed­

rock and the dip of the slate beds suggest that the bedrock 
itself should act as riffles, thus ooncentrating the gold 
values in the depressions paralleling the strike of the for­
mation. Early information indicates this condition do~S exist. 

The La Cholla Placer gravels oonsist of 'un-assorted 
aggregate o-f sub-angular to slightly rounded slate lt schist, 
quartzite and gneiss fragments. more or less f1 -mly cemented 
with lime carbonate. In general, fragments are or medium size, 
3 to 6 inches or less, but boulders 3 to 4 feet in diameter 
are not uncommon. 

Greatest concentrations of gold are at or close to 
bedrook, however it 1S erratically distributed throughout the 
entire height of the gravels. Like the gravels, the gold 1s 
character1at1cally angular and crystallized and ranges 1n dl­
am1ter from that of a pin point up to a 1/8 inch or more. 
Twenty to f'ourty dollar nuggets are not uncommon. The ob­
served characteristics indicate the gold has traveled but a 
short distance and was no doubt der1ved from small veins in 
the nearbY.;, Dome Rock Mts. which perhaps are not now exposed, 
being completely eroded. 

Gold mined or recovered from surface and underground 
,orkings in the vioinity of the La Cholla Shaft ranged from 
920 to 924 tine. The value per cubic yard has been from $1.20 
to $40.00. ( present price o~ $35.00) 

The gravel, because of its lime cementation, stands 
well and presents no underground mining problems. In faot, a 
uca11che H cover approximately 6 or 7 feet above bedrock pro­
vides an excellent roof and might be an excellent horizon tor 
another "pay zone lt at its top. 

DEVELOPMgNT 

Within the confines of this property there are num­
erous small surface pits and trenches as well as many roads. 
All this work, no '4oubt, part of the a.nnual assessment work. 

On the soutll_j" tern part of the James Albert claim 
1s a vertical shaft. The collar set is in place, however, the 
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timber does not appear safe and the ladders re gone, thus, 
ntr)" was not possible.. The wr1 tar measured the depth or th1 

shaft and found it to be 1,5 feet from the collar set to the 
bottom (?). It is pre umed this shaft encountered b drock the 
depth being approximately right for its elevat1n n and location 
east of the gravel-bedroek surface contact near the Dome Rook 
ts. 

No information is available as to what was encountered 
or the values thereof while this shaft was s~nk. 

CONCLUS IOBS 

The property of concern in this .report is but a sm 11 
portion area-wise of the La Cholla 'Placers but could in 1 teel£' 
support an operation if need be, provided of course, the gold 

lues exist in such quantities at bcdroc' to s~".pport oper­
ational costs plus a reasonable profit. Gold concentrations . re 
known to e~1st on adjoining claims to the west, thus 1t 1s rea­
sonable to assume that mineralization would carry into these 
cla1ms. 

Consideration mu t also be given to a .possible "unit­
ization of this property with other aoreage in the rea to form 
a single pro erty of common oper t1on. thus, benefiting all 
concerned. 

The most important recommendation that can be made 
is that the vertical shaft collar be repaired and put into a 
safe condition to .permit entry for a geologic and sampling 
examInation and progra.m. 

This shaft being the deepest working within the 
property thus becomes the logical place of begin ing an under­
ground operation. 

September 18, 1962 

RespeotfUlly submitted, 

Richard E. 1eritz, p . E. 
Consulting l1:1nine; Engineer 
Phoenix, Arizona 
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IN'l'R OpUgTl"Qlf "" 

At the request of Mr. Bennie Ricbel, the writer com­
pleted a geological exam1na tion ot those placer claims wholly 
and pal'tially owned by .Mr. R1chel and which are part of the La" 
Cholla Placer deposits located apprQximately 8 miles southwest 
of QUartzite, a small town on U.S. Highway 60-70 in Yuma 
County, Arizona. 

PROPERTY &: LOCATION 

Mr. Hichel is sole owner of nine placer claims total­
ling 1440 acres and 25% interest owner in six placer claims 
totalling 260 acres. Eight of the placer claims in the first 
group are quarter section in size and areal plus or minus 160 
acres each, while the ninth claim is also 60 acres but 1s a 
mile long and -t mile wide. Of the six claims in the second 
group, one 1s a quarter section in size and area, the other 
five being 20 acres each, but of these, three have been con­
solidated into one 60 acre claim. 

Tabulated below are the claim names, legal descrip­
tion, area and recording information. All claims lie in T. 
3 N., R. 20 W. ~ except the first three claims and their posi­
tion is in T. 3 N., R. 19 w. 
First Group--Wholly owned 
Rogone Sec. 18, SE/4, R. 19 w. 
Unity #3 Sec. 19, r'Tv'U4, H. 19 'N. 
Cardinal Sec. l.R7 8 1,'}/4, H . 19 W. 
Golden Cycle #1 Sec. 23, NE/4, R. 20 W. 
Unity #2 Sec. 24, NW/4, "If 

Golden Eagle Sec~ 24, Nb/4, II " 

New Day Seco 13, NW/4, II" 

Currier Sec. 12, SW/4, "n 
New Year Sec. 11, 3/2, SE/4, NE/4, 

and £/2, SI<;/ 4., and 
Sec~ 14, N/2, BE/4, NE/4, 

and NE/4, NE/4. 
Second Group--partial1y owned 
Golden Cycle #2 Sec. 23, S/2,NW/4., and 

N/2,SW/4. 
Golden 
Golden 
Fat 

Cycle #3 Sec. 14, 8/2, 81/4, SE/4. 
cycle 114 ::lec. 14, N/2, 8e/4, SE/4. 

Sec. 14, 8/2, NE/4, SE/4. 
Sec. 14, N/2, NE14, SE/4. 
Sec. 14, 8/2, 8£/4, NE/4. 

Coarse Gold 
James Albert 

Total Acres 

~Cf~s Book 
1 -0 ~ 
160 161 
160 41 
Ito 267 
160 161 
160 38 
160 36 
160 38 
160 36 

160 267 

20 267 
20 267 
20 36 
20 36 
20 36 

i'?OO 

pass 
30,-
399 
156 

29 
398 
297 
270 
382 
198 

30 . 

31 
32 

? . 
? 

/ "( 

The la.st three claims have been recorded as a gI'OUp~: 
Inlown as Consolidated. 
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AU cla1Ja8 11e apPl'ox.1mate17 su all •• south and tour 
to tiv. mi. 1 .•• weat ot .. q\! .. artzlte, DOWI .... ll to .. onU'l .S .• Hl,h-
•• 760-70 in Yuma Count7t Arizona. QU&1"tzlte 1. approximatel), . 
17 ml1es eas t of the Oolo,ado :a1 vel' or 21 141185 .. st of Blythe. . 
Calitornia.. Quartzite 1a approxlmate17 l~, mile. north ••• t by 
road trom Phoenix via Wickenburg. 

Passenger car~ravel to the La Cholla Placer area 
from Quartzite is accomplished by branching off the new highway 
onto the old highway approximately 2 miles west of Junction 60-
70 with State Highway 95. Approximately It miles further west 
ontha old paved road i. a graveled road "TH junction to the 
south or left. The graveled road more or less terminates at the 
La Cholla area approximately siX miles. 

As can be seen from the included Property and Sur­
face kp, El Paso Natural Ga. Co. maintains a gas line within 
the nortneast corner of the property. 

Electricity 1s also available at a point near the 
east t corner of Sec. 12, T. 3 Ii., F.. 20 W. 

Water, whether fer culinary or operat1onal use is a 
problem at this time. Whether an adequate water supply could be 
developed is not known at this time. It is possIble that an 
underground channel may exist further east and lower in the 
valley. Local information advises the ex1stance of a southeast 
trending fault zone passing south of the west i corner of Sec. 
11, T. 3 N., R. 20 W. to the east i corner of 8ec. 20, T. 3 N., 
R. 19 w. and is sa1d to contain "moving" water. Some indica­
tion this condition may exist is evIdenced by the presence of 
50 feet of water 1n a well located near the NE.comer of Sec .. 
12, T. 3 N., R. 20 1ti. An underground water study is necessary_ 

Existance of the La Cholla, Oro Fino and Middle Camp 
Gold Placers deposits on the eastern slope of the Dome Rock 
Mountains as well as the La Paz Gold Placers on the western 
slope of the Same mountains date back to 1862 when the Colorado 
River Indians guided a trapper, Capt. Pauline Weaver and his 
party to the rich La Paz gravels. After s pending some time 
panning the gravels, the party return to Yuma for supplies and 
w1th $8,000 in gold nuggets. At a $16.00/ ounce value then, 
approximately 500 ounces were recovered. 

ulnce the advent of discovery, all depos1ts, par­
ticularly those of the Plomos D1strict; La Cholla, Oro Fino, 
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1I1d41e Camp and Plomosa, have been worked intermittently by 
.1ndiv1dualdry-waahers. Even large sCllle operation' ha.d been 
planned or attempted. It is repor~ed that more than 100 men 
were placering in this district in 1932-33. A recorded yield 
from 1934-49 was valued at 8l76,000.V. C. Heikes in his 
article PD.ry Placers in Arizonatt--19l2t Mineral Resources, 
states "The gold content per cubic yara is reported to range 
in coarse gold from ten cents to several dollars.ft. 

GEQLo9X & MINERALIZATION 

The La Cholla Placers cover an area 4 to 5 miles 1n 
length and one to 3 miles in wIdth bordering the eastern foot 
of the Dome Rock Mountains southwest of Quartzite • 

As can be noted from the Reg10nal Geology Map, the 
Dome Rock Mts. are a complex of sch1st, granite, gne1ss and 
principally sediments as slates. These tilted bluish-gray 
slates extend eastward (?) some six miles or so beneath ('?) 
the valley t111 to the New Water Mountain range. For the most 
part at least, these metamorphosed slates should form the bed­
rock base of the placers as indicated by several vertical 
shafts in the area close to the Dome Rock Mountains. 

Information obtained locally from property owners in­
dicate the apparent bedrock gradient to have a dip of 15-20°, 
locally up to 30°, and a S. 500 E. direction or a strike di­
rection ofN. 400 E. Direct.lon-wise, this conforms baSically 
to the strike and dip of the slate formation in the immediate 
area. The difference in dip between the gradient of the bed­
rock and the dip of the slate beds suggest that the bedrock 
itself should act as riffles, thus concentrating the gold 
values in the derressions paralleling the strike of the for­
mation. Early information indicates this condition does exist. 

The La Cho1la Placer gravels consist of un-assorted 
aggregate of sub-angular to slightly rounded slate, schist, 
quartzite and gneiss fragments, more or less f1rmly cemented 
with lime carbonate.. In genera1 9 fragments are of med1um Size, 
3 to 6 inches or less, but boulders 3 to 4 feet in diameter 
are not unc~mmono 

Greatest concentration of gold are at or close to 
bedrock, however, it is erratically distributed throughout the 
entire height of the gravels. Like the gravels, the gold 1s 
characteristically angular and crystallized and ranges in di­
ameter from that of a pin point up to a 1/8 inch or more. 
Twenty to fnurty dollar nuggets are not uncommon. The ob­
served characteristics indicate the gold has traveled but a 
short distance and was no doubt derived from small veins in 
the nearby Dome Rock Mts. which perhaps are not now exposed, 
being completely eroded. 

'"\ - ,) -
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Gold lIined or r.cover~d trom Mtr'face and undercround 
workinla 1n tbe vic1nity ot the LaChQlla Sbatt ran,ed trom 
920 to 924 tine. Tbevalue .per cubloyard baa been trOll $1.20 
to $40.00. (presentpr1ce ot 835.00) · . 

The gravel, because of its lime cementat10n, stanCis 
well and presents no underground mining problems. In fact, a 
"calichen cover approximately 6 or 7 teet above bedrock pro­
vides an excellent root and might be an excellent horizon for 
another "pay zone" at its top •. 

DEVELOPMENT 

Within the confines of this property there are num­
erous small surface pits and trenches as well as many roads. 
All this work, no doubt, part of the annual assessment work. 

The major development of the property of concern are 
the two vertical shafts, oIle, the La Cholla Shaft on the Golden 
Cycle #1 claim and the other, the Anderson Shaft on the James 
Albert claim. 

Both shafts are inaccessible because of unsafe collar 
sets and missing ladders, however, each apparently 1s \lopen" to 
bottom in as much as the writer was able to measure each, being 
133 feet for the La Cholla Shaft and 155 feet for the Anderson 
Shaft. The writer estlma tes the Anderson Shaft to be approxi­
mately 20 feet lower 1n collar elevation than the La Cholla 
Shaft. Were each shaft sunk to bedrock, or perhaps a few feet 
into bedrock, a gradient difference of 40 feet is in evidence 
over a 4000 foot distance or about a 1% grade, which is not 
very much, however~ the direction from shaft to sha.ft approximates 
the strike of the b~l1sh-gray slates exposed in the Dome Rock 
Mountains to the west. (See Property and Surface Map) 

An old map of the La Cholle Shaft workings was made 
available to the writerQ A new map has been prepared for in­
clusion with this report. An old sample data sheet was also 
given the writer, a copy of which is herein included~ which in­
dicates that the listed samples were taken from the workings 
outlined on the Vnderground Map. The old map correlated nine 
samples as indicated on the present included map. The sample 
data sheet refers the nine samples to the 90 foot level of the 
La Cholla Hapny Days Shaft. The writer measured this shaft 
at 133 feet. The owner has informed the writer that the work­
ings in the La Cholla shaft are one and the same with those 
shown on the Underground Map. The present owner has been 
down the shatt about two years ago and looked at several of 
the rooms or passage ways and therefor can confirm their ex­
istance at the shaft bottom. No work has been done since the 
present owners visit • 

Wi th the scant informa tion available, the vll'i ter has 
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provided his 1nterpJ'etat1on ot the erosional pattern on bed ... 
rock for the immediate area ·coveredb,. the Undergrounclllap. 

Tabulated below 1s the sample data and. results as 
shown on the Underground Map. These samples arereterred to 
the La Cholla Happy Days Shaft .and ·were samples which were ob­
tained presumably by Mr. Watters 'in 1934 who apparently was 
the operator at that time. 

Samp. Height No. ot Value No. pans Value(l) Value(2) 
# Bedrock Colors Cents of per per 

- l!2 grlvel • . . ~ tl~~" .. muck 1 4.0 1.? $ 2 • . 2 .l 

2 4 ft. 3 3.0 1.5 2.40 4.15 
3 5 ft. 3 1.0 1.0 1.20 2.07 
4 6 ft. 4 1.5 1.5 1.20 2.07 
r:: 6 ft. 5' 2.5 2.3 1.30 2.25 / 

6 4ft. 1 0.1 1.0 0.12 0.20 
7 5 ft. 15 60.0 3.0 24.00 41.54 
8 5' ft. 19 10.0 3.0 4.00 6.92 
9 5 ft. 45 80.0 

Average 
2.5 18~40 

11.45 
66 ,42 
19.92 

The column oarked (1) is taken from the original 
data sheet and represents values based on gold at 65 cents 
per gram or $20.22 per ounce. The column marked (2) is the 
original value converted to the present day price of $35.00 • 
The multiplying factor was 1.7309. The original data sh~et 
indicated they used 120 pans to a cubic yard of gravel. 

The Underground Map shows the original values in 
the printed form. The red figures beneath the blue dollar 
figures are the values based on the current price of gold o 

CONCLUSION§, 

The acreage controlled by the present owner con­
stitutes a major portion of what 1s known as the La Chella 
Placers. As such9 it is the property dE-serving of greatest 
conSideration and potential. 

It is the writers opinion that with proper devel­
opment from the two vertical shafts, a great amount of $10.00 
or better gravel could be developed and mined at a profit. 
Once the pattern of erosion at bedrock has been determined, 
the direction of development could then be established and 
future development made more easy. 

The samples and assays of the underground work, 
although limited, do exhibit that good to excellent values 
cit-n be found which can be mined at a profit even though 
underground mining is necessary. 



• • 

• 

• 

The mOl t 1JIportant recQmmEtndation that can be made 
i$ that the two vertioal shafts oollars be repaired and.put 
1nto a safe condition to permit entry tor ageolog1c and samp­
ling examination and program. 

After a study ot the bedrock erosion has been made, 
development 1n the direction or ohannels indicated by the study 
should be accomplished. 

, 
Much sorting and elimination ot boulders could be 

done underground, thus, limit1ng the amount of material to be 
moved to the surface • 

A small gravity wet mill could handle a fall" amount 
of tonnage and provide a good to excellent concentrate. 

September 20, 1962 

Respectfully submitted, 

H1chard E. Mieritz, P. E . 
Consulting Mining Engineer 
Phoenix, Arizona 



• 

; . 

• 

~, 

~ 

~ 20 /.9 

J 
0\ 

~ 
~ 

Q\ 

~ 

, 
I r 

~./~ 
.~of~ ci\,. 
/ p1 , 

\ 

LE6£NLJ 
c:::J Qs qU;f,J-8I'JfIl'J', 41"'tI,4//,1 JI~;I'" 
c::J Qis lIull,I''''~I'''''' h ", ~"H.P~""I'''h. 
CJ TIs H,I/al'jI, 141r'1 B,n 
c:::J TNs li,lIaI'J, .s;hds~he, .rJ,k ~d.l?'pA1hT,,,,,,M 
c::::J If. -. ~1'11';tTe(JfN., 1II",t/e.s-/'/,. . 
c::J 111.911 AI'JIJZa'4" G/te/H. 
c:::J N~I' . #esa%cic1 G"'H/!'e. 
c::J Al.tc/l. lJIk.rozoic, Jcll/:rl. 
c:::J Afs. 4I6J'(JZ(JIC.J"'~~;"'111.r (/m.r.,.s.g of"', ~'A.9-) 

""---------------'-~-~"-------~- .. _- ~-

r. 

s 

/8 ~ 

.a 

.t 

No 

/?£6/0AlAL tJE()LOuY MAP 
-Qua/ll.rile -,B/ylll, Ar4'~. 

YUI'I7I1 Ctlllhry ' Al'izonl. 
Scale: I'~ 6' R7I:. 



----

1/ '\. 

I; 
')i /1· , .. , 
~ 
~( ~' 
~ 
~ 

/ 

'>c" .... . 
/ 7-

I 
'\ 

--

-

• z----

(lNPEA'uA'dUN'.o MAP 
LA CIIOJLA SIIAFT 
GoVen t'p/e..t &/3/81 
Sec . .2~ T,.5~ e20IN. 
.Yuma C"u,,~ A,/z. 



I I I) "-
+ -------...'r- + ------­, 

-----. 

-+ 

+ 

~~ 
I 
I 
I -, .. - -~----

- - • +' 

~ 

- -------- .. , 

I 

J.. 
I 
I 

- -- 7 
I 

?- • .. _ -----Cardinal 
-~ ... ~-----

--~--. 

Golden Eagle 

w. 

. -. 

Rogene 

. .. ---, 

1 ·------~,--~4~---- + 
. - - .. _-.........-- . 

.~ .. ,{/ 
I 
I 

, I , 

1 !~-
Jj 

T 

3 

PROPERTY 8 SURFACE MAP 
Portion of 

LA CHOLLA PLACERS 
Yuma County, Arizona 

Scale: 4": I ml 
I": 1320' 

RtE. MIERITZ, 
CONSULTING MINING ENG. 

SEPT., l~62 
PHOENIX. ARIZ. 



BOX I 79. 

QUARTZSITE. AR!ZONA. 

3-31-57. 

Dear Ken: 

Am enclosing oOPY of report made by Magma Copper Co . 

on my ground. There were also reports made by others which 

they added, but I do not h ve these oopies. 

However , it I prove up the values in the two claims 

at the head of the placer the eontinuity or extent can be 

easily determined on the ground below the two claims along 

the lines we discussed. 

Hope you can interest your peopl • 

Perle join me in sending our be t regard • 

Sincerely. 

TOM G. YOUNG 

c 
o 

p 
y 



J: DEX 

IN'l'ROOUCTION • • • • ••• Page 1 

CONCLUSIOHS ••••••••• 

HISTORY &: PRODUCTION • • • • • 

DESCRIPTIO • • • • • • • • • 

p lBn;lTIIS •• • • • 

1-2 

2-5 

St!'tlO 

10-11 



La Cholla Placers. controlled bt Mr. Texa Q. Young who own. 8: two- thirda 

int.erest f i.located abOu.t 5 mile soutbwe.t ot Quartz i te t Yuma Count,., Arisona 

"in Seotiol'l8 7. 8. 17 and 18. T.:3 ,t It. 19 W •• nd. extending 1-1/4 miles west 

into unsurveyed 'f. :3 B • • R.. 20 W •• Gila and Salt RiTer Meridian. The accompanying 

plan shows the 01& ~ the desoription by legal sub 1 mion is listed thereon. 

A total area or 2840 acr . is covered by the 23 contiguous placer ola1m8. !he 

en.tire area 11.e8 Y1 tbin the Maricopa Grazing m triet. Angelo Scott holds a 

grazing lease. 'lbe State ot .Arizona bas r linqui bed all land tnT. :3 N., 

R. 19 w. to the ederal Government • . 

CONCJ,.eU§;rONS: 

The evidence pres nied in th1 prelim1nary 1nve.tigat·1on ot La Oho1la 

Placers is suffioient to warrant a more thorough st\1Cly ot the probl.... It th 

relative po8itions ot the principle .hatt. and workings are a. Ihown on the 

ccoll1PU111ng plan and ... um1ng that the IOld.bear1nC gravel 1 COl':ltinuoua fro. 

the Wilson and Happy D~ aha to the Anderson abatt. there 1. • pcMa1ble 

2 ,000 ,000 cubic yards. calculated t an .v.rag thickn 8 or ~o teet, within 

thi area. The proportion ot th1. yudagew1thtn La Oholla ground. 1. d.ependent 

upon a survey' tying the harts to the ola1in corners . The grade of $4.26 per 

cubio yard in the Wilson batt a a 1. tair:q w 11 au tantlated.. Th preaence 

of gold in the Anderson shatt 1 known from small sample cut and patmed per­

sonally. 

Hr. Young has oUered the property tor option and sale under such teru 

that would seem to preclude any suggestion ot misrepresentation of the Pro~rtT. 

The development ot water 18 of Pr1.me consideration, but t.here is encouraging 

eVidenoe that a suttidient supply could be ob\ained from one or more W8l.l8 . 
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In new ot th aboY point, I "co_nel that a 1I0re &courate eune7 ot 

and. insofar a po8 1bl., lUldel'ground. be made 

and at the same time. a mor caretul and ccaplet geological mapping roptaJll 

be oarr1 d on to include the Tum-Tum. Hendrix property and the surface of 1.& 

Choll.a Placer. The water supp17 probl hoUld be 1nve tigated fUrther and. 

it pos ible. a pump te t arranged at one or more of the existing w 11.8. Th 

only teasibl mean ot testing this property i by churn drill and it the 
,. 

above reCOlImen work doe not disprove the conclUlion ot th :report, I 
" 

r commend that a drUling progr be started. The ooe.t tor dr'111ing and 

ampling is ttmat d at about $7.00 and not ore th n ~O.OO per toot. 

the location ot the hole 1 ubject to into · t10n gained trom .. more thorough 

st~. but I believe tour 0 .1' tiv holes .paced twe n tb known working. of t 
. . 

Wil on ahatt and the Anclereon .batt and north £ a 1.1n between the lUa-Yum and 

Ander. on abatt, .,uld. .utt101 t to P or d1 pron com1ml1t7 t tb . cr.,"1 

and at lem giTe an 1ild1oat1on of crac1e. 

RISTOIX ANR PROPYmON~ 

A brier 1m .t1gation into the hi tory ot the d1 trlct andot La Cbolla 

Placers in particular. indicated that c •• placer gold va. known in the t,al 

and allurlUlB ot La Choll.& aountaiDa tor 1I&ft7 ;yeaN and. there .. nidenoe of 

considerable placer world.np 11hen the first ... r1CaDI 0 into the district,. 

this same ground hae en ked and re-; ked to the preHnt t1ae 'tv proapectora 

and sniper either drt washing or hauling water tor 11 operations. In 1903 
, . 

Mr. H. J. Beemer optioned a large area oovering La Cholla Plaoer Uld plana were 

made to erect a 100 Rap mill to lIOrk the 0 ment.d caliche ghTe1.8 on the aNr-

taoe. trOll the talus slope ot the aountailis out into La Poe. plain. ... n ar17 

a. oan be determined~ oheQk SUlPling revealed that the original samples had 

en salted and in the ensuing litigation acousing the owner or fraud, • Beemer 
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broke the option agreement but 8\l8ta1ned a 10s8 ot some quartefl ot a mill10n 

dollar. The stamp m11+ foundat.ions may be een at present. 

The Hendrix property. owned and worked by two brothers at the pres nt 

time, lies north and lightly we t ot La Cholla Placers oover 8 ot. 

the gold bearing talus slope as well as a quartz1t hill with numerous north-:-

at str1k1hg Te1ns whiCh h ve be n worked extenai lY for thirty years, tor 

pock.tsot gold. On ' at the brother has made a living at pocket hunting and 

dry washing over thl period ot time.. In the cou,rs' ot follOWing the placer 

gold eastward toward La Pos ' pla1n, he found that the gold bearing gravel became 

too deeply buried ben th a11che to work fro th surtac. H sunk abatt 40 

feet deep whioh cut the ame gravel dipping to the eaat and i thus credit d with 

discov ry ot th a-called deep placera. 

The Wilson shatt was sunk by a man 11 known in the Ticiriitl "Dr;y Wash· 

to H lc10n Mine Inc., which in turn l.v..,vu the Wi1aon. who sold h18 01 

groUnd to La Poa. ·Development COlIpany. Tnia cOap&n1' report.al7 mined ~8.000 to 

20 .000 yarda of gr Tel in a 11 ttl le,' than two years. Gros 1Id.nt returna are 

reported at 129.000. We have • cost statement tor six months ot operation. 

Which shows 7806 eubic yards mined with a recove~ d value or 34,644.53 01' $4.44 

per yard~ reo pitulat10n tor a twelv month p8!'iod shown 14.292.5 oubic yarda 

mined at $4.26 per yard. The lowest, monthly reoovery shown on the COIJt at te.nt 

is $).0.5 per cubio yard and the highest is $7.05 per cubic yard. .l field report 

of the Arizona Department of Mineral Resouroes dated June 16. 1939 tor La Poe. 

De~lopment Company. list 7S cubio ;yard per eight-hour day production at . $4.05 

per yard and a . iling 10 S of 17f;. 

A reported .5 ,000 cubic l' rds ot gravel s wor d frOm the Happy Days shatt 

by MoMillan and Hendrix and Tom Young, who purchas d this proper.ty in 1934. 

,.~ge averaged $5 .00 according to Mr. Young. 
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The Yum-Y\1n1 mine" situated on a 'hill ot qu-"r.1te and int.et'_bedd.d Qlu . . . ".'".... " ". 

shale t a bout lSOO teet southeast ot the Wilson shaft. is very 1m11ar to the 

Hendr1~ vein , system. Thi , was worked 1ntena1ttent13 over a period of to~y 

years by one man and hi. pocket hunting act1 v1 ties iforded hi. ~ . living .. 

American Smelting & Re1"ining COlllP;UV drilled some portion or the ~.a 

abou~ 1922. The number ot holes drilled ~ the locatiQn ol the holes 18 not 

known. but a pan of the drill1ng has been seen ,. Mr. Young and, he :report 

t~t the bottom six teet ot the gold-~r1ng 'gravel drilled by A. s. & R. 

averaged. 4.37 pe~ cubic yard. oalculated at $20.67 gold~, Hr. Young contaoted 

~he American Smelting & Retining Company effiee in fue.onan~ atter a diligent ' 

search. n? record ot th~ exploration could b tound. The disappearanoe of: 

th s data oou1.d, not be explained., 

United States Smelt1ng & lining Company drille~ ,nine hole 80 teet deep 

in the v1c1n1ty ot the Anderson hatt. The reason tor the. hol.. not being 

continued to bed rock 1 not know. but the depth ot aur1terou gravel 'at the 

.Anderson sbatt is known to be 100 to 110 feet below the, eurtaoe. 

The Yuba Dr8$.iging Company tested an area, south and east ot the Tum-lum 

.mine. south ot La OhollaPlace~s. The results were not sutt1cientlJ encouraging 

to consider an operation - the deep placer ~aTel vas not encountered 1~ this 

area. 

Mr .. Yotmg presented La aho~la Placer ,to, Homestak Mining Caapany. ae 
reports that the deal was .swr:ed. but a dir.ct,or of Homeatak w~o wa" also 

an official of Yub Dredging Company. was instrumental in turning the propert.7 
, , ' 

down because of the negative results ot the dP11llng ~o~ to the south. 

DESCRIPTION : 

The brier examination mad on Karch 30th and 318t cOTered the surface 1n 

the vioinitY' or La Cholla. Plac xes and those undergraound working. • .... Uabl •• 
" ' 

No sampling was done other ,than char cter sample from each ot the workings 

tor comparison. 
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Four shafts have been sunk to intersect the deep placer gravel; these 

are the P1UDBrler. lOS teet deep, Happy D~s. 100 · teet deep; Wilson. 110 teet 

deep; and Anderson. 160 teet deep. or these shafts. only the Wilson and . 

Anderson are accessible and both shafts were visited. The position of these 

shafts ,as plotted on the accompanying plan. is not Q'ccurate . A rough check 

of po 1t1on by Brunton triangulation ,mdt-cates th t the location ot the baft 

in relation to each other i roughly as indicated on a sketoh ' of the cla.im. 

furnished by r. Young, but the position elative 'to the topography 'does not 

agre I suspeot that the work1n , are in the olaims designated by • Young 

but the ola1m8 t having been laid out bY' ey are not ,as represented on the 

ketch ·and on the accompanyin plan. 

The , drifts and etoped area ext.end north from the Wilson hatt to connect 

with the Happy Days shaft, although this connection is caved at pre ent. There 

i a reported 1000 r et ot workin outh Qst ot the WU on haft. In an easter17 

direotion the stoped area extends bout 100 feet from the Wilson hatt. The dip 

of the gravel on the bedrock i such that work in this direotion abandoned 

bee au ot adverse grades for tramming. Considering the production from thee 

t 0 sh fts at about 23,000 cubic yards. bet een JStf, and 40~ of' an area 1.500 by 

100 by 1.0 teet thick would have been s topfed to produoe that yardage. The 

exa.1nation confirms this rough estimate. 

The character of the gold-bearing gravel 1s quite uniform throughout the 

lateral extent of the workings visited. The gravel is looselY consolidated 

and unsorted angular to sub-angular fragments of blue-grey shale and quartzite, 

varying in size from sand to boulders a large as two feet in diameter. ProbablT 

l~ ot the material is plus six inch._ in diameter and ~ or '~i8 plua one foot in 

diameter. In 80me races there 1s evidence of alignment of particle8. The thick­

ness of the gold-bearing gravel 1s ten to twelve t .t and in the Wil on shaft 

workings the av. dip is about two degrees to the east. Th hanging wal.l material 

i composed of naller particle and a grea~r 'YaM. t:r ot types or rook. 
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Considerable chlorite schist 1~ present. This material, oemented by lime, 

is a very competent rock. Mine openings with this caliohe aa • hanging wall 

have stood we11 tor fourteen years or more and the Anderson shatt. untimbereci. 

is in perfect eondi tion. The Wilson shatt is ,timbe~d' but with no lagging 

and the timber has taken no weight . Th cave between the Yilson and Happy 

Days workings is apparently due to a narrow zone carrying a little water. 

The, footwall or bedrock is thin bedded blue slate where observed. • Young . 

states that much ot the footwall is quartzite, but no quartzite was se n . 

Quart 2 e1ns up to two or three teet in thickness out the shale,but were 

untnineralized except for large pi ces of siderite • . Thes ~rt. 'Veins do 

not oarry an aPPreciable amount ot gold. One ample of vein b-om the Anderson 

shaft ass8.1ed 0 .01 ounces Au, 'l'r. AG. Mr. Young re~rts narrow mneralised 

vein occurring in the to~~wall t in the vicinity of Which the gold content or 

the grayel is appreci b17 reater. 

The gold recovered fr()J!l the deep placers, both h-o 8pec1mens supplied by 

Mr.. Young and Mr. Guy Hendrix and ·fro samples I panned t is lnnrlably rough; 

angular pieoes.. Octahedrons are not a rarity. The gold ob erved in panning 

was coanJe and there was no tine or fl~ur gold. From the halt dozen samples 

panned, there were very few colors that were too small to be pioked ~p With 

tweesers . 

The Tum-Tum and Hendrix properties were visi ted hrietly, but there was 

not suffioient time to make more than a cursory 8X8Dlination ot eithe 'mtm Yum.-

i YUIl mine consists ot a senes ot narrow he~t1t~ stained vein8 striking north 

to N. 30 W • • ;vertical to steep east dip. The gold, as mentioned in the hi.torT 

of the area occurs ae pock:ets in these small veina . The outcrop ot the Yum- Yum 

is interbedded shale and quartzite . Barren quarts veins t identioal to tho e 

noted in t e footwall ot the deep plaeer were observed at the YUIl-Yum and b tveen 

the Yum-Yum and the Anderson shatt, alar e barr n ~rtz vein or sinlUazii character, 

known as the White nephant, outcrop,. The B.~ propert7 has a vein sY'stea 
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much the s as the Ium-fum, strikirtg northwest and containing pockets ot 

gold. Lead and copper are more in evidence at the Hendrix property and the 

minerailzed area and vein system appeared to be more cQmpl x . 

The Yellow Dog . by description. has a vein system imil r to the Hendrix. 

Gold- bearing gravel. dipping rather steepl;y to th ast 'lmder the caliehcover. 

have been r ad and were vi it d. The deepest work1n1 are not O~ than 

fifty feet below the urlace and while the charaot. r o£ tbe Vav J.. is similar 

to the Wilson and Anderson areas, it is more ti&htly oemented. 

The occurrence of gold in the dep plac rs or La Chona group seems to 

be closely allied to the B,1stem of small gold- bearing veins of the distriCt. 

It seemS likely that baein. the formation ot which 1 due to a c lb1n&t10ft 

of erosion nd faulting, ext tids astward from La Obolia m.ountain and bas been 

filled to a depth of ten or twelve feet with an angular t loose1.y consolidated 

eongl rate. 'fhis unsorted conglomerate . which i due to violent and short­

lived 1'lash noods charaoteristic of an al'id region. ha not been moved anT 

appreciable distanee. The gold oontained therein probably 0 ginated in t.he 

intricate vein system within the basin. The remnants of thi vein syst are 

round at the Yum-Yum. Hendrix and Yellow Dog properties . The angular and 

crystalline oharacter of the gold in the gravel. 1s obvious evidence of l.ittle 

or no movement . 'A sUght concentration of gold towa~ the bottom ot the graTel 

is probable. Sub equent tilling of the valley by Tyson Wash. which ha$ a large 

drainage are t has oovered the gol.d. bearing gravel to a depth in exoess of 100 

feet . 

The problem of delimiting the area of gold- bearinl gravel 18 difficult. 

There 1s eVidence of an ea t-wst , or northeast- southwest striking tault be­

tween the Yum~Yum mine and the Wilson shatt and between the White nept".nt and 

the Anderson shatt. If suoh fault exists. it oould be a tructural factor 

in the de~ lopn.ent ot the b in and del1mit the south rn ext nsion otthe gray 1. 
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Insotar g801.ogica1 evidence 1s concerned. the gray 1 could extend north-

ward tro. thi h7P0theticu cutoff to the hill on the nd.r1x propertr. !b 

ext nt ea tward from La Ohollaountain i known to the Ander on .hatt. In 

the Anderson shan a oro scut extends 40 teet northwest and 12 teet southea.t 

ot th sh tt. vi thstub drifts north ast and southwest ott the longer eros aut 

at a point 20 teet northwest ot the sbaft. In this llmited exposure. the hale 

is dipping at two to five degree to th southeast and the graY 1 lies uncon­

formably on the bale. dipping at about five to ix degre to the northwest": 

This indicates that the Anderson abatt D,IaY be on the .id of th. basin and the 

~aV1 1 would be deeper in the diJ"ect1on ot the Hend.r1x property. U the above 

theor7 1. adhered to, the aTel could. octent! north or north .at of th Anderson 

shan a far the ve1n .,..tem. , which is Pres'WIl8d to be tb souroe or ~he solei, 

continued. The area east and north ot the aenclr1x pro~rty, at tb,' lOWer end 

o~ Nuuet CJnloh. i. ditficult to .Taluate. · Add1tlonal. in ..... t1cat1on IU7 point 

to ore possibilities in that area. 

WATEB PQSSIBn.IT;tES: 

A~ further inv stigat10n ot La Obolia pl&o.ra 1s pointless unless there 

i reasonable aunnce ot an adequate water pp13. 

Water tor dome tic purpos at Quart •• ite 1 supplied by SO to 60 toot 

wells near Tyson Was~. A. tar..;. could gather b7 inquir.7, the Beemer well 

shown on the aooompanying plan. i8 the only .erious attempt 1n the district 

to develop a large water supply,~ . 

.A. letter to Mr. Young tromJames B. Qirand. consult'ing engir.leer ot Phoenix; 

describes the Be _r 'WeU as tollows, Water was enooun red at 80 to 90 t t 

and they continued to drill through this tratWl to around 130 to 140 teet where 

a bed ot olq was round which was ot such oonaiatel107 a8 to ~. dril!l1ns 

speed. This Clq was drilled tor eeYeral hundred t et w1tbout penetrating it. 
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A shaft was then sunk on the hole to the bottom ot the vater bearing gravel 

and dritts were driven across the valle,y till. From the e taces holes re 

drUled as tar as pori 1bl until tey developed water to sat1a.fy the requ1r-

mente ot proposed lOOtamp mill, steam boiler and domestic use. Th 

. capac it,.. ot t.heil* pumps wa not stated. nor were any actual .figures of a 

sustained pumping test quoted. Th general tenor ot hi lett r is or extreme 

to developing water. 

A 50-ton flotation plant located n r rt.z81te obtains their water 

supply trom a shallow well and I understood that this w 11 develops no more 

than enough tor a one-shirt operation. 

Tyson Wash is the only major drainage in the vicinity and the only obvious 

water to be developed would have to oome from this baain. The wella in Quartz 1te 

and the BeelDer Well are evidence that an undergroWld suPP17 exieta. Discounting 

the opt1m1 t.ic description ot the e r W 11 aDCl a n.d.n, t.hat the vella at 

Quartz.1 te have not b en developed to their maxiaum. capac! t7. there 1. still 

some justification tor bel.1e'Y1ng that a water euppl,y could b. de ... 1oped. 

The requirements tor a vasbin plant t using reasonabl.e care to recover and 

re-use water, 1s about 75 to 100 gallons ot new water per oubic yard ot graftl 

treated. This figure i8 based on a d.rec.ige operation in Arisona in 1933 t treat-

ing 100 cubio yards ot gr Tel per hour and requiring a5 ,allon ot n water 
1 • 

per cubic yard. treated.. In Mr. Young'. opinion, based on his operation at La 

Cho11a, 75 gallon. or new water ~r cubic yard treated.. 18 aurnoient. 

/ / H. J. Steele 

• Arizona Bureau ot Min.s Bull. o. 142 "Arizgna Qold Plac," and Plicering" •• 
Page 37. 
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