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INTRODUCTION 

" From January 21, 1971, to February 5, 1971, a 3 man 

team of field personnel headed by the ,wri ter c4rried out'-'- ~ geo

logical, surface sampling, undergrouna sampling and intense pro~ 

specting progra~ on the ~WRIGHT~ group of mining claims owned by 

Mr. F.M. Wright an4 loc4ted in the C~OA~ Mining area, Wikieup, . . 

l\rizona. 'Xhe period of field work represents ' l6 man days, 1tlhile 

map and office interpretation represent 9 man days. The purpose 

of the pro,gram was to evaluate the economic potential of the ' , 

property~ ' . ~ ~ . 
. , ., ' .' ~ 

" 

GENERAL 
, .\ " ! , " . : .. ' 

, ' 

,'" 'rhe "WRIGHT" group of claims is lJit~ated in one of the 
I I '. I . 

. , 

most ~ct~ve areas of mineral exploration in th~ ' st~te of Arizona. 

.. The property is located some 130 mlea northwest of ~hoenixl 

Arizona, er 16' miles northwest of Wikieup, ,Mizon'l, in the HUt\lapai 
" Mountains. This. region has a. number of prQveq silver-capper-lead ' " 

deposits, of \tIl-lieh to, 'date over 100 such occU;J:'ences have been 

, " locatec1 f ~ncluding the famo~s BAgdad ' Min~' . , ' " 

, . , 
.... , . -. ,~ : ; \ 

" 

The property is , Compr~8e~ of 6 A~iaQna claims which 
: • 1 

measure 1 f 500' by60Q' each. 
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AND SONS 

Record No. 

57475 

57476 

57477 

57478 

57479 

57480 

i 

5 

~ 

~ . .' . ... 

Date Recorded 

r1arch 10/69 

11arch 10/69 

March 10/69 

}iarch 10/69 

}Tarch 10/69 

March 10/69 

Sillltr \leift 

M;t\e 
II I 

I c 15DD 
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LOC~TI0N AND ~CCESS 

The group is located some 16 miles northwest from 
" 

Wikieup, Arizona near Pine Peak. Coordinates of the property are 
... -

34 degrees 45 minutes North Latitude and 113 degrees 40 minutes 

West Longitude. Usual access is by an old mine road to the site 

from Wikeup which is a distance of 16 miles. This road was ori

ginally constructed by miners in the early part of the century to 

service the mines which were in operation at the time. 

Mr. Wright has rehabilitated the road in the past year 

and thus it is easily travelled by motorvehicle. Alternate access 

is by helicopter ,from Phoenix. A 3,000 foot airstrip composed of 

qood gravel is located at Wikieup near the home of ~~. Wright. 

HISTORY , 
'. -

Very little is known of the original history of the 

property other than it was first discovered around 1885 by the 

old-timers who shipped silver on oxen-carts and mule trains to 

the Colorado ~ver some 50 miles beyond. The property was again 

exploited during the Second World War and an estimated 15,000 tons 
. I 

were mined at a present day value of $650,000.00 ~n silver, lead 

~d copper. Due to the depression of -silver in the early 1950's 
I 

the mine ceased operAtions. 

The Wright claims were acquired by location in ,1968 by 
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Mr. Floyd Wright, whom is a former mine superintendent from the 

~\oalJ a rc a, Utah. 

CLIMATE 

Southwestern Arizona, southeastern California and no~th-

western Sonora constitute one of North America's most pronounced 

deserts, where the ,climate is characterized by intense heat in 

summer and sharp chill in winter, and long periods of aridity 

separated by violent storms. Very little snow falls in this region. 

Each fall of rain here is an episode, but annual and mean rainfalls 

show in a marked way the complex influences of geographic features. 
I 

This area experiences an extreme of temperatures ranging 

' ..r,' from 10 ' to 100 0 F. The evaporation rate is conside'red to be 92 
" 

. ;-l t 

i nches per year while annual rainfall ,{which is impossible to ' de

termine precisely) is in the range of 3 to 12 inches per year. 

FAUNA 

~ 

Many species of animals live in this region, but generally 

the individuals of each species are not abundant. Coyote, fox, 

rhodents, rattlesnakes, lizards, scorpions and tarantulas are 

' noticeable. Mountain sheep and deer would thrive in the roughest ~ 

of mountains but at present they are facing extermination by law-

'; , less hunters. 
, . 
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VEGETATION 

The mountains, whose rocky surfaces have moist soil c~:y 

in a few protected crevices, support very little vegetation, and 

from a distance appear as quite bare rock. Scattered sahuar9~' 

cholla, creosote, ironwood, ocotillo and palo verde are present. 

In favourable shelter~d spots, certain greases thrive, and in so~e 

of the ~anges, the tall, slender desert milkweed, of interest 

because of its rubbe~ content, is conspicuous. In certain mountain 

valleys an Indian wheat, Trigo, much relished by cattle, is abundant. 

The mountain canyons,'- tha{·'contain shallow ground water, support 
,-', .' 

cottonwood and sycamore trees along with the periodic \Olild palm. 

"Relation of vegetation to ground water" as stated by 

'1 Meinzer, "Perhaps the most outstanding feature of the flora of the 

desert is its relation or lack of relation to the water table. Or. 

the one h~d are the plants which a~e adapted to extreme econony 

of water •••• On the other hand are plants that habitually grow 

where they can send their roots down to the water table." Theref~re, 

according to Bryan, plants are the best indicators of ground \Vater 

if they ar~ living unde~ the stress of being near their natural 
( 

environmental limits. (Meinzer \lses the term "ground \-later" to 

1 r' ~signate the water in the zone of saturation, Qr the zone below ~he 

14ater table.) Thus, since we have the sui table vegetation \,'e ca:l 
, ' 

4ssume that the zone of saturation is relatively close to surface, 

and therefore the 'amount of water necessary for mining ooerations is 

~adily available. 
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TOPOGRAPHY 

This region consits of9reat plains, ridged with abru~t, 

sharply eroded mountains. Several mountain ranges exist in t~is 
.~ 

area, a~d have a general strike of either northward or slightly 

northeastward. They are from eight to 49 miles iu length ar.d frG~ 

less than One to 20 miles in width. Most of the peaks are less 

than 3,500 ft., . but the highest are in the average of 6,000 ft, 

As a rule no transitional zone exists between the plain~ and the 

mount.:li.ns most of which slope from 25 ·to 4 r,o. 'f'1lr- Wrl ;ItL 'Jr()Ur' 

of claims are located in the Hualapai Mountains which .:-un from 3,000 

to ; ,500 ft. above sea level. Mr. Wright's property:":; bc. '.ed at · an 

elevation of 4,350 ft • 

" . 
".' f 

REGIONAL GEOLOGY 

Primarily the geology of this area is middle . t:ertl=.ry tc 

lOHer tertiary and upper cretaceous while the Wright: pro:oe~t.r :5 

located along a maJor cretaceous thrust belt, which runs tr.:-c.;q!-: 

central Arizona from the northwest to the sour.heast. Tr.is '-:-: . : t. 

is known as the mountain -:-egion of the basin and' range '::)rov:...-.,~C 

in .the physjography of Arizona • 

I. 

; 
; ;, ' 

" 

¥ • 

Broadly considered, the physiographic provinces' : ~i~-~3 " 
. , 

' .. 

~re consequences of structure. In the basin and rar.ge p:'o' . . ' ::,2 , ::-.e 

rocks have been more intensely deformed and oc~ as r.t..-,erc_ ': r~l:.-

. 
tl ve:y elevated and depressed blocks. This ar~ appe~r -' tc - '.':c. =..:.:":-. 

ilf 
. , ,- . 

, '. " ' .. ' 
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~stablished during miocene to early pliocene time and was accen

tuated or othorwiso modified by lator events at deformation, v~l

~ canism, erosion and sedimentation. The local formation with which 

we shall be dealing is that of the Laramide. --

PROPERTY GEOLOGY 

There are two adits on the property which are easily 

followed, #1 adit at level 4,355 striking at 015°, and running 

along the are zone for a distanc~ of 260 'ft. #2 adit at level 4,400 

follows the sa~e strike and ore zone for an addi~ional 140 ft. at 

,which point a raise has collapsed and blocked farther passage, 

Some 50 ft. into il adit is a vertical winze which goes down a 

distance of 80 ft., however at ••• , elevation 4,315 or 40 ft. 

down into the winze the water table has settled. According to 

miners in the area this would not be a problem, but an asset to 

mining development. 

A total of 720 ft. of underground workings on two levels 

with 45 ft. vertical separation, a winze and 3 raises were examined 

and. sampled, ~ 

Bothadits essentially follow the vertical structure of 

a 3 foot wide ~lter~d zone containing evenly distributed amounts 

af silver and , light in copper and lead. The altered zone 'has 'a 

surface expression and has been traced on surface for a distance 

of 1,200 ft. by the writer. . , 

I 
I. ' 
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Geology of the underground and respective surface area 

"1 is essentially rhyolite - andesite and is characterized by easterly 
.'1 ' 
"I 

',' ,~ , 

. "; , , " 
'j ~. : 

,,J 
, "~ 

'~ , . '~ 
, ,t 

," 
, ., ~ , 

• ,1.,\ 

directed shatter tensional, and ~racture systems with minor tuff 

and sandstone • 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recommended that a SO to 100 ton per day mill 

be purchased at a cost of '25 to 50,000 dollars and erected on 

the site of the' old mill. A stoc~ pile 'could be set up by mining 

initially the #1 adit for a period of 30 days while the mill is ' 

being assembled. 

Cost of this project would be as follows: 

Mill assembled on site $ 65,000.00 

~quipment for mining 15,000.00 

Transportation 5,000.00 

Living facilities 8,500.00 

Working capital 18,000.00 

EngIneering 9,500.00 
, , 

Contingenciea S,OOO.OO 

, Total. , , $126,000.00 
, . 

*Price quoted is ba~ed on a fully operational 12,5 T. P. O. 

mill. 
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CONCLUSIONS 
'I 

Based .upon extensive sampling and mapping 

-.vri.t:e:l::-...and: numerous determinations by several 

·Jllilri:prapert::y··izt Southwestern Arizona should go into 

Jt acn:t jmmpa+ate-ly on a 50 to 100 T.P.D. basis. 

_ ...... ~. I , . 
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Respectfully, 

. . 
Alex H • . Clark, Jr·. 
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SUMMARY 

Arithmetical mean average of all samples taken 
, underground indicate silver at 28 ounces per ton overall, 
copper at 0.52\, lead at 84 lbs. ' Average value per ton 
being $52.00 with a known strike length of 500 ft., a minimum 
depth of 200 ft. and a minimum width of 2.5 ft. would comprise 
25,000 ton~ at $1,300,000.00 • 

The width of the vein system being homogenious 
throughout gives rea~on to conclude that the present orepody 
i~ open for extension ~n length and depth , to a distance of 
1,200 ft. by a minimum lfOOP ft. 
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