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P.O.Box 112 

E. Pasadena, Ca 1. 

Jan. 30 1939. 

fIr . eo.J .Colvocoresses, 

Lu.l1.r I S Tower, 

E~oe. iX,Arizona. 

Dea r Sir; 

It is my understanding that you made a 

thoro invest i ~tion of Ruff & Eartol property f or 

TLr. Anton Despol of San Pedro, Cal. I am also g i ven 

"(;0 U clersta that this claim i s now owne d by :!r . 

Edmv.nd Kaufman of Pomona, Cal.. who claims t l1.a t you 

are f~iliar Uit h th1s property. Will you please 

give your opinion as to what can be done With t h is 

lease, is Kaufman dep· .Ildab Ie a vV y ::fhould Ruff & 

Earto 1 give it up . 

I Will appreciate greutly any help you 

give me on t his su0ject. Tba,nkinp- you, I am 

YO~lY rlll. ~ 
~ry r . Ie 1 lam 



I 
PHONES: 

DAY. SAN p,EORO 4557 
NIGHT. SAN PEDRO 4722 Anton mespnl _ 

u. S. CUSTOM ROUSE BROKER ~ 

MAILING ADDRESS 

P . O. BOX 1241 
SAN PEDRO. CALIF. 

Salety FirS! Good Insurance 

MARINE· GENERAL INSURANCE. FIRE. AUTOMOBILE. ACCIDENT AND LIFE 
RRAL RSTATR. NOTARY 

OPPICB. PI8UEBMANS' CO·OP. ASS'N. BLDG •• POOT OF 14TH ST. 

SAN PRDBn. CALIFORNIA 

Dece~ber 16,1938 

Mr. George M. Co1vocoresses 
1102 Luhrs Tower 
Phoenix,Arizona 

Dear Mr. Colvocoresses: 

(ru fL 

I wish to acknowledge that I received your welcome letter with the 
enclosed five copies of the report on 'Twentieth Centuny Group of 
Mining Claims', for which I and my friends ar e tmnking you very 
much for your prompt and complete explanation regarding these claims. 

On Dec ember 8,1938, ~as the da y that we were with you investigating 
the claims, that same ni~ht when you left with me and Mr. Gas par to 
go to gether to your office, Mr. Kaufman was left in my automobile, 
and at the same time he promised to bring to you the statement of the 
shipments that he made to t he smelters, which he claimed to be the 
Magma Copper Company, at Superior ,Arizona. But that s S.me e~ening 
after we had our dinner,I asked Mr. Kaufman, in front of Mr. Gas par, 
and Mr. Pericich, I said'let us go and get the statements of your 
shipments, so that we can facilitate Mr. Colvocoresses to investigate 
and give us reports as soon as pOSSible, so that we can go to work 
and put the mine in opera tion'. At thi s time Mr . Kaufman says tha t 
he will have t o have $13 .00 in ord er to ge t those papers, I asked 
him why, he sai d that the land-lady where he was living holds his 
cloth1ng,shoes,some tools and these papers as securities for the 
room rent that he owes her, ri ght there and then I concluded my 
mind that Kaufman is nothing but an imposter, as he told me the 
first trip I went there, and he repeated the same statement before 
Mr. Gas par and Mr. Pericich t he following statementi"That he 
discovered thi s mine in .I!'ebruary ,1937, then he went a nd inves t i gate 
to whom the claims belong , and af ter he found out, the quality and 
quantity of the ore that is in the mine, he got in touch with the 
owners, and i n ~ay,1938, he had obta ined the papers, and at that 
time in May he st~ted to WJrk the mine until October 1938. During 
t his time he cl ai ms tha t he took out " 29,000 worth of ore fr om t he 
mine. 



sheet #2 Mr. Colvocoresses 
December 15,1938 

Out of this money he said he spent $9,000 to fi x the road on the 
Nort h side of the mine, and $5,000 to drill that tunnel on the 
North side 0 f the mine. 

But in the mean time,here is a young man by t he name of Donald 
Adler, that he cla ims in September he gave Kaufman $500.00,for 
w:bich ! 'lr. Ad.ler claims that Kaufman sold him one-third of all 
mine claims,on t he South ant North sid.es. Out of this $500.00 
Ka ufman hi msel f sai d, and confirmed by thi s young man Adler, 
that he paid $200.00 to the United States Government,Department 
of Interior, and that t here is $800.00 due to the United States 
Government Department of Interior for taxes owned by previous 
o~TIer s , ~hi ch i s Mr. A.E. Roof, and ~r. W.T. Bartol, and that 
as soon as Kaufman paid $800.00 to the United States Gover nment, 
Department 0 f Interior, all these claims will belong to him. So 
f i guring out all these st a tements to gether, I camRto a concluaion 
that it don't tally good together. Therefore, I fi gure that 
there is nothing else in this proposition but a good lesson for 
all of us for the little money and time ~e spent. 

I and my friends ~ant to thank you again f or your kind considera tion 
and detailed report, that you have sent us, and if I ever come 
to Phoenix any time, rest assure that I will pay you a friendly 
visit. Wishing you and your family a Merry Christmas and a 
Prrnperous New Year, on the part of myself and my as sociates. 
I remain 

Respectfully yours, 

AD/md 
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Mr. Anton . Despol 
P. o. Box·1241 
San Padro. Ca11fornia 

Dear s1r: 

December 12th. 1938 

'J:he assays of my samples were only received this 
morning and I am .m.a111ng you berewl·th t'1 ve . oop1es ot nw 
report as you reques ted. I am sorry tha t th e oonolua 10n 
m~t be absolutely untavorable but it 1s tar better to 
have bad news of this nature before you have invested 
any money rather than later on when the investment would 
be lost. 

I beve made some 1nquiries ooncerning the history 
of these claims and as mentioned 1n my report I find that 
they were worked some years ago by Phoenix people, one of' 
whom I know quite well and these parties aated qu1te a 
bit of money betore they were convinoed that the ola1ms 

.were orthless. It 1.s my op1nion that they were the 
ones who did practically all of the work: whioh Kaufman 
olaimed to ba ve done during the past few months as I 
could Bee no evidence ot any recent actIv1ty and I think 
that bis ork as merely confined to sortIng out a 
little p1cked ore from the dumps whioh these former opera­
tors had left bebind. 

It \96S e. pleasure to bave made tbe aoquaintance 
of you and your associates and if at any future time I 
could be of assistanoe to you 1n examining other proper­
t ies or in belp1nsyou to find some mining venture which 
would give you 8 real run tox your money .. I should always 
be pleased to be of servioe • 

GM01MF 
!no. 5 

Yours very truly. 
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fir. Harry M. Kellam 
P. O. Box 112-
East Pasadena, California 

Be: Twentieth Century Group of Claims 

Dear ir: 

This w111 acknowledge your le tter of 
~anuary 30th in reference to the mining proper ty 
of Ruff and Bartol 1n which Mr. E. E. Kaufmen is 
now interested and which is locally known as the 
Twentieth Century Group. 

This property was examined by me on Dec- ­
ember 8th in company with Mr. Despol of San Pedro, 
California and Mr. Kaufman and I submitted a re­
port on same to Mr. Despol and his a ssociates on 
December 12th, 1938. 

I am sure that there is no reason why I 
should not furnish you with a copy or that said 
report which I shall be glad to do for a fe. of 

25.00 and promptly on receipt of this money. I 
will have oOPY of the said report made and mailed 
to you. 

I believe that the report mentioned will 
give you all of the essential information which 
you may desire 1n reference to these mining claims 
and the activities of the various interested parties 
but if not, I shall be glad to answer any further 
questions without extra cost to you assuming that 
such answers do not involve any additional trip to 
the mining property or other prooedure involving 
out-of-pocket expense. 

Yours very truly. 

GMC:MF 
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sorted from the dumps left by former operators, and that the 

cost of sorting and shipping this material much exoeeded the 

value paid by the smelters or other purchasers. 

Since visiting this property I have obtained reliable 

information that it was developed and worked by a group of 

Phoenix men some 6 or 8 years ago. These people actually built 

the roads and trails, installed the wire cable, and drove the 

lower tunnel at the South workings; all or a large part of 

which work Kaufman claimed to have done during the past few 

months. They produced and shipped at great expense a very small 

quantity of high grade ore from one small pocket but lost every 

cent that they had invested in the venture and the principal 

investor confirms my judgment as to the worthlessness of the 

property. 

It is my opinion that the high assay values of. cer­

tain samples obtained by Kaufman and In my~c~ 'J sample quoted 

above , mean nothing at all from a practical standpoint. some 

of the small stringers, pockets and kidneys evidently represent 

a secondary concentration and do carry substantial values in 

gold, silver and copper but the great bulk of the vein material 

is entirely worthless and the very small percentage of pay 

material could only be obtained through mining and sorting many 

times its volume of waste thus bringing the cost to a prohibi­

tive figure. 

I can see no reason to expect that any further or 

deeper development would in any way improve this condition and 

-7-
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G. c::>lvocdresses , Lsq . 

pro!)erty in wild cat terri tory still gOt2 one E;iGhthO.l.' L1:le 6rJss -.yillch i s no ~ so different 

from one quarter 0: ~he net . 

The J?olicy to be follov;ed after the Dravo proposal is received ,.ill helVe to be left t o 

Scott s.nd Heckscher . It would str engthen our hand~ t.o h:",vt.~hc n""'.r ~ tockbo.:LdE.rs al l in 

aGrEEment but , on the other har..d , it will be d i fficult to do so on a definite plan unless 

Vie have Sha'N and Agassiz commi'Lteci . I have no idea f,h6n thE former .:;ets back . In any 

ca: c I'll Heckscher acknoi."lediSe Dravo ' s IlrOl)osal proTlll)tly as I at:rec th3.t --( car. nOT begin 

to deal dirEctly bet .. cen Philad.elphia and Pittsburgh . 'fe mibht helve IlmclJ.ieG the ":!..lters had 

,,€, clone so sooner and your :?ersonal <..:ontuct " i th "he Dravus is l"'robably all that has kept 

theJU in line . I note th'ct it I,as thE eld<...r , not the YOLllc:,cr one , ".7ho v:as at the Crater 

this time . 

Needless to say .L' ll be Llaa to get the additional money for my local balance . 

As to our "line of retreat" I suppose we ' ll reallj- need t!~rc:.e ArL,ona Ltorncys - one 

for thE recE.i VE.r, one for thf; cOIil~-;luinar.\J , and onE ' for the Standard. Iron. Natura_ly, I :'ould 

like :;:: . & R. for the latt£.r Fl.nd am sure they ?:ill be rea::' 0nable about tcrlllS o7d.n~ to our 

past reL tionshi. ,s . Are t~-le otllE;r t-.. ·."O men you mention, also pIl0 ( nix Attorneys? The ex-

pen::;e _Ii' all three v:ill be pretty heavy and I hope V,(; can get &roLlld it . 

Under pressure both from my family and the ba~Jc , I've tentatively '::,greed to a T>eek in 

Bermuda about ~he middle of next month, but I won ' t let this interfere ,lith the completion 

of our plan if all .;oes well. 

As eVET , 

~~~(M)(a~~ 
P. S . Since writing the above thE: following If;tter from l\:r . 1<'. R. Dravo addressed to Father 

at 1242 Real Estate Trust Building dated the 21st . came in -

"I expect to be in Philadelphia Tuesday morninb next and hope to h:.lv6 a very fe71 
minutes vJi th you in reference to Ghe Meteor Cr<...ter cn'L;:;r!-,ri;;;e . II 

I have -lii.red him as follo-:JS -

"V/ill be glad to see you tomorrow morninb Townsend Elliott'3.nd Munson OIllce Provident 
TruGt Buildint Seventeenth and Chestnut Philadelphia stop Father ' s old office closed stop 
Please v/ire approximate time of arrival" 
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IIr. Brandon Barringer - 2 llaroh 3, 1931. 

I am still hopeful that he may ohaDge his present opin1on in 

spite of his letter to you in Mob he reiterates his inten­

tiol'l to stand pat. I have 1 t in mind that Shaw probably got 

Ags sslz all axol ted and instigated him t 0 male e t ronble in or­

der that he (Shew) might not appear to stand lone in his at­

ti tude. and. if Shaw now comes aronn4,. .agaesi may realize. 

as. oan be pOInted out to him. that his own obstinaoy aonld on­

ly result in ~oss to urateI' Company stookholders and to the 

advantage of the Standard Iron Company. age inet whom he Beems 

to haye Bome resentment. 

In referenoe to the vtandard Iron. 1 have a 1-

ready written you my own position. but 1 want to say to you 

personally that, although I believe the present royalty ar­

rangement i .S perfeotly fair and equitable and a b1nding obli­

gation upon the urater vompany,. I do Dot believe that,if the 

presem deal shonld be enliireq upset, you are ever likely to 

obtain as large a royalty or a8 liberal terms from ursvo indi­

vidually. or any other orowd wbe might oonsider oontinuing 

the Grater explo1'8tion wbere we have left off. 

When we undertook to explore the \jrater,. we had 

every rea on to believe t hat water oondi tions would not prove 

a serions hand1oap" and thi e 'as strongly baoked up by the ev­

idenoe 0 f the United States drill hole a nd other drill holes 

in that vioinity and by the a -rguments wbloh your [rather ad­

vanced regarding underground ,.ter oourses which would drain 

the saturated area around the meteorite. 
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amount of stock to make further exploration possiblE. Both expressed entire willingness 

to do so . I feel very hesitant ab')ut directly approachinc tht.> stockholders until some 

defini te plan is agreed on as Sha'·," might otherwise make it appear that I was doing so 

for the Standard Iron which is making no concession. In all of this I will have to be 

guided by the other directors , but I know you can count on all thf' stoc;{holders I know, 

except the two delinquents , ..;oinb along willingly and gladly. 

S~nc£rely yourJ, 


