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NOTES RE RED BIRD MINE 

An average of 13 samples taken over a w~~th of 15 to 

20' is said to have been $3 . 40 which is supposed to represBnt 

the l ow grade ore . Their range was from !!p l . OO to $9 . 00 . 

Visited mine 7/26/ 39 . No one at mine but talked to 

Gr i ffin who keeps store and Standard Oil Stat i on at Cochise 

and WIO has lien claim for ~ 15 , 000 against the property . 

Road crosses track at station and then bears left and 

thru little ran ge of h i lls to mine, distance to camp (one 

house) 4 . 4 miles and shaft is 0 . 2 miles further and over a 

ridge . 

Property now owned by Chessel of Seattle (except f o r 

Griffin ' s lien) and Chessel is expected out in August to re-

sume development work and may get in touch with me . 

Allison ' s development Vi as gui ded by Percy Viri ght 

E .M. who gave him poor advice (ac cording to Griffin) so t ha t 

he drifted away from the ore and into the lime footwall on 

the 100 ' level . Af t er Allison dropped the Red Bird he wmt 

in with Wright to develop a mine near Johnston . 

The shaft is vertical, one hoisting compartment 4 x 4 

and manway - length N.W.--S . E . = 7' and width N. E.-- S .W. = 4 '. 

Timbers and ladders in fine shape to 100' level . Headframe 

but no sheave wheel, cable or skip or hoist . Old auto engine 

operating little compressor . 

Adit drift r uns in from near collar of s haft N. 70° 

E . and then turns S . 70 0 E. for about 100' . 
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Think that the so called por phyry dike in wh ich t ces _ 

vlOrlcings are located i ~' really an a ESglomera te or brecchi a 

capped with lime and cutting thru a crystalline limestone 

(Devonian) . 1\1uch quartz in the brecchia and fragmen ts of 

older rocks . There i s an iron stai ned quartz porphyry dike 

but re l ation i s not clear a nd apparently the veins of hi gher 

grade ore occur along the contacts or faults while the brecchi a 

between constitutes the lower grade ore . 

Workings from s haf t adit and from 100' leve l are as 

shown on tr a c ings and mine h as been pretty thoroughly sampled 

and compl e te a ssay map s houl d be obtained if poss ible and would 

seem to dete rmine the va lues . 

Some other surface workin gs all show~ng iron oxide and 

some man ganese . No sulphides noted. Also there are seams 

of lime and spar (calcite or barytes) and ochreous iron. 

Small cyanide plant was put in but only ran through 

few tons now on dump . 

No wate r avai lable locally but Griffin s ays tm t a 

large supply c ould be pumped from wells to be sunk in the flat 

a mile or so away and at s ome 350' lower el e vation. 

CO NCLUSION: 

Entire value of mi ne would seem to d.epend on value 

of large low grade mass of porphyry and brecchia. If this will 

average as much as *,3.00 or better per ton including me seams 

of higher grade it wo uld pay to do additional development to 

delimit the oxidized ore in upper levels and also to sink 

deeper to determine the depth and chasRcter of the SUlphides. 
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Can see no justification for any large estimate of 

developed ore but possibilities look fairly attractive (snb-

ject to res ul ts of careful sampling of surface adi t and 100 t 

level) and seem to justify further exploration and developme~t 

which will involve large expense . 

G.M. C. 
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RED BIRD 

Edwin Anger, address 3700 N . 38th st . Phoenix . 

Chessher c/o Chessher & Co. 
Box 889 
Reno, Nevada . 

Now owns only 1/3 interest and has given option on 

same to Thomas Hargis ., Box 1689, Bisbee, Arizona . 
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Name -

Loc a tion -

Owners -

Notes -

RED BIRD INE (pr esented by \/ . L . Allison , 
July 1~37) 

4 1/8 miles west of Cochis~ , rizona . 

Now owned and/or being developGd byVl . L. 
Allison of llison Steel, Co. , PhoeniX. 

Surface outcrop largely capped with lime ex­
ce pt in a gulch so length 0 f show ing cannot 
be determined . Shaft now down over 100' and 
sinking is being continued . 

On 100' level vein is crosscut and has a 
width of over 100' with averege value , accord­
ing to llison, of \5 . 00 gold )er ton . 

Tests show that gold is very fine but 94% can 
be recovered by cyanide . 

llison would like to secure financial Lelp 
to open mine in a big way , since he thinks he 
wi 11 prove up a ver y large tonnage at.' low grade 
ore . 

1ill Gohring knows the ~jroperty and is said to 
t hink very highly of it . 

Note by G. 111 . Colvocore sses 

( 

? 

Ed Anger tells me that a ls ~ lmows the proper ty 
and believes that it tas good possibilities but 
will r e Qui l"e large capit&l expenditure for, 
developme d l- and operation . lJIight be ViOr th 
furtl~r investigation . 

~uly , 1938 - G .~ . C . 

De ve lop3 d pri or to da te by shaft and wi nzes 
with levels at 45',100' and 150' . 

Indications and sampl es point to a wide 50' 
body of low grade gold ore wi th some sections 
running up to ~20 and average perh~s5 . 00 . 
Conditions must be very favorable if tois is 
to be mined with any profit . Some reports and 
maps ha ve been made . llison is out of the 
picture and owners want to lease or sell . 

March 7th, 1939 - G. M. C. 

E. Anger examined this mine and found that muc h 
of the material which the owne rs believed to be 
ore was really waste and only sampled ~2 . 75 to 
:jp2 . 85 per ton whi l e the better grade ore in the 
veins carried ~6 . 50 to ~11 . 50 per ton . 

The IlESS of porphyry between the veins all 
carried some values but ~s not been properly 
developed or sampled . 

Anger thought that there wa s a probability of 
proving up some 750,000 tons of ore that would 
avera ge close to ,'10.00 per ton and th at a 
much larger tonnage , perhaps 5 million or so off 
be~ter than $5 . 00 ore mi gh t be pr oved up. 

(See next page) 
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, RED BIRD MINE, continued Page 2. 

RED BI RD :-'U NE 

Values are practically all in gold and 
ore is said to respond well to cyanide 
trea tment. Mining would be cheap. 

No statement re water , etc . 

Anger will look up notes and gi ve me fur­
ther details. 

G.M.C. 

3/10/39 anp 3/13/39 

Interview wit h H. S . Neel (of Neel Placer Mine) 
Bo~ 4082, Phoenix , brought in by W. n. Rhodes . 

Neel now claims to repr ese nt the owners of this mine 
and is acting as an agent. 

He says tha t he once had an interes t in this proJ;Erty 
for many years prior to 1914 and a number of examinations 
were made by reputable engineers including George Bethnen, 
Talmage and Talmage, De Paine, Jas. Neal and Moore & Armstrong 
and Col. Squires of El Paso on whose recomraendation the 
property was optioned and worked for a time by a group from 
San Antonio. None of these reports are now availabe but 
Neel stat es that Col. Squires sampled q uite extensively with the 
idea that the mine should be worked by 'po¥ier s hovels and that 
his assays aver age d ~ 2.86 (old price) (now equal to about $5.00 
per ton) and that he estimated some ten million tons of this 
grade ore as probable and possible. The San Antonio people 
dro pped out o f the picture when all costs of operating we nt 
up during the war and subsequently it has been under option to 
a number of di ffer'en t crowds incl uding Allison. Q,ui te a lot of 
development has been done and the shaft now has a dept h of 167' 
and the re i s work on the 150' ' lev e l where Ge o. Bethnens' san ple 
averaged ~7.00 and some others showed $6 . 00 to $5 . 00 on this 
le vel and in an adi t tunnel . 

Roy Moore of the United Eastern Company examined and 
according to Neel re p~ted the existenrie and probability of a 
large tonnage of ~ 7.00 ore but felt ~ha t the development wa s 
insufficient t o justify its purc hase by his company on terms 
wh ich were then a sked . 

Neel says tha t recently sampl e s were taken in t wo l ar ge 
open cuts near the surface and a width of 15' gave i 1 6.00 average 
whi le at another place a width of 20' gave ~6 . 00 average . 

Neel claims t hat all records and indica tions point to 
the probabil ity that upeards of five million tons of ~5 . 00 
ore coul d be developed and that it could be cheaply mined with 
power shove ls . 

The ore occurs in veins , fissure s and lenses in a 
quar tz porphyry (?, and the low grade mater ial i mpregnates this 
tock for a width of 100 ' or more . The values are a l most entirely 
~n Bold althougt up to 2 or 3 oz. of s ilver has been found in 
some 0 1 the samples. There is a lot of iron oxide but no 
copper or l ead . 
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RED BIRD yINE , continued Page 3 . 

Seve r·a l other similar show ings are found along the 
dyke of quartz porphyry or Quartzite including an old mine 
called the Cowboy which was worked for high gr ade onls and is 
now idle , (note also the Johnson ine . ) 

Red Bird is about 3 miles in air-li-ne west-north-west 
of Cochise wi th which it is · conne c ted by 4t miles of roo d in 
poor condition but easily passable . 

The ore is free milling , according to Neel but others 
ha ve ment ioned tha tit is very fi ne and b es t recovery vwuld 
probably be obtained by cyanide . 

According to Rhodes , Neel staked t his mine and owned 
i t before the war but it now belongs to two brothers in 
Safford (named Haw kins ?) who want ~' 10 , 000 for their interest 
and one man in Reno , Nevada who wants ~7500 cash for his 
i nterest . Nee l is merely acting as a promoter and owners are 
at odds among themselves . Dontt know wh o has control . 

Anger says that the re has been a lot of faking in 
regard to the ownershi p of this property and tha t the Hawkins 
Brothers are crooked and .most reli able informat ion can b e ob­
tained from Griffin who keeps the store at Cochise and is a 
very honest old man . 

According to notes made by Anger in '36 or early ' 37 
the original locator and owner of the mine wa s Hall Merrill and 
he was joined by his son, also Tom Harcus of Bisbee and ~oody 
of Safford . These me n Vi orke d the mine for some time prior to 
1914 but got into financial difficulty and Gri l fin (Storekeeper 
at Cochise, a lso ~alone and Trapman and Hamilton of Cooldige 
once took over Ule pro per ty on whi ch Hamilton executed a judg­
ment for ~15 , 000 . Hamilton later sold his interest to Ha ll 
Merrill who obtained ~8 , 000 from a Miss Hannon of Calif . and 
later Hargus and oody and these part ies later turn the mine 
over to H. C. Chesser of Seattle who made a thor ough examina­
tion and did some development work, also renamed the mine 
The Gold Bird . 

Chessey l ater defaulted on the assessme nt work and 
some of the former own ers restaked and are now represented by 
Gri frin . 

All the above being much involved and somewhat con­
tradictory , it is evident that the Cohnty records shou ld be 
consulted before any deal is initiated . 

Anger says that there are 13 claims , all unp~tented 
and th a t much of the surface is covered with a capping of 
limestone and quartzite whi ch appear t o be intrusions and the 
ore occurs in fault fissures and inpre gnatcs the quartz por­
phyry and silicious limest one . 

He took 57 samples of whi ch the a verage was t 5 . 85 . 
There sampl~s included some in the limes tone whi ch ran about 
$2 . 80 and in the muck used for back- fillin p; which carried t6 . 25 . 
The better grade of ore in the fissures sampl ed we ll and one 
section 8' w. ide along the hanging wall ran 'if 7 . 65 a nd another 
section 15' wide ran ;"i lO . 60 . 

Anger thin ks t hat t hi s deposit ha s no connection with 
the CommollVJea l th Mine at learce but may have some relation to 
to Johnson Mine near Johnson which was also worked fo r a time 
by Allison . 
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RED BIRD MINE, continued Page 4 . 

The maps from which rough tracings were made give 
very little information but indicate that none of the past 

1JIfo rk,- as shown on them, is likely to tell much about the 
tonnage or grade of any 18 rge ore body and further v1 ork,­
especially drilling would be ne cessary . 

Apparently, all of the previous operators (except 
perhaps the San Antonio outfit) have mere ly gouged around look­
ing for s111all pocke ts or narroVJ veins of' high grade ru ipping 
ore whi ch they have not found. 

Neel agrees that the ore should be cyanided . Says 
that an ample suppl y of water can be obtained from a 40 ' we ll 
located about i t miles away . Total lift about 300 '. (Should 
be checked as also the possibility of cheap surface mining) . 

3/10/39 - 3/13/ 39 
GlvIC : 1.1F 

G . M. O. 



Mr. Thomas Hargis 
P. o. Box 1689 
Bisbee, Ar1zona 

Re~ Red B1rd 

Dear Mr. Hargis: 

lanu.e.ry 6th, 1 40 

• 

I J1' 
iner~ 

Replying to yours or the 4th instant 
I have not seen Mr. Anger for sometime s1nce I 
as a 'ay in California wben be recently called 

at my office and tr1ed to get me at my residence. 
However, I had prev10usly ta1ked to him conQern­
ing the Red B1rd and I also v'slted that prop­
erty myself last summer and C61lle to the con­
clusion that 1n its p~esent cond1tion. it "ould 
not be ot interest to any of my clients. 

However, I be11eve that the property 
merl ts further development work and s.hould this 
be done by the owners I would be glad to take 
up the matter again at some later date. 

Thant1ng you tor hav1ng wr1tten me on 
the subj ct, I remain 

Yours very truly. 

(I-iC : ill' 



lanu&ry 22nd, 1940 

Mr. H. B. Chessher 
333 Gazette Building 
P. 0; Box 889 
Reno, Bevada 

~e: Red Bird Klne 

Dear Sir: 

Replying to your favor ot January 19th I have 
already bad a. similar communicat1on regarding the Red 
B1rd from Mr. Tbomas Hargis of Bisbee to whom I wrote 
as follows: 

tille. 

GMC:mt 

Wfteplying to yours of the 4th 1nstant I 
have not seen Mr. Anger for 80metime s1nce I 
was away 14 California wben be recently calle4 
at ~ ottice and trle4 to get me at my resi­
dence. However, I bad prev10usly talked to 
bim concerning the Red Bird and 1 also visited 
the t property myself last aUIIIID.er and catile to' 
the conclusion that 1n its present condit10n, 
it would not be ot interest to any of my 
cllent8. 

However. I believe that tbe property 
meri ts furtber development work and should 
this be done by the owners I would be glad to 
tate up the matter ag81n at sone later date." 

!be above expresses my posit1on the present 

Yours very truly, 
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