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QUIJO!o.l PLAOERS 

From Un1versitl of Arizona. Bulle~1D.Arizona :dureau of Minee. 10. 124 

Pages , 41 , 42 , and 43. 

the QulJotoa go] d plaoer d1atrict 1s sit uated 1n the v101n1ty of 

"'be Qu1Jo",oa )lonntaiDS of oentral Pima Oounty. about 70 miles w8st-eouth­

.est of Tuoson. Aooording to Stephens, the plaoars in all cover probably 

100 square m1les. and Heikes states that thq eEtend north and sOlllll for ­

some distance on both sides of' the Jlexioan boundllry. 

The Qu1jotoa Mountai.na, whioh rl~e to abo?t 4,000 teet elevation 

above eea 1 evel, or approximately 1,600 feet above the sI1rrounding plains, 

ext.ma from Covered Wells on t re north to South Mountain on the ~outh , or 

to with1n about 20 miles of the Mexioan line. Thie region has a very hot 

olimate in eumr;ler. nil therE! il.f.: no water snpply exoept from welle and from 

earth or rook 1.ank~. i'he meJ.ln annual rainfall is l}robably about 13 Imohee. 

- . . . . . . . . . -
In 1906, tho Imperial Gold Mining COJ1lP'UJY waS Ba id to own most 

of the produotive ground. 

In 1910, e ~uenner pulverizer ana 8 StebbinS dry oonoentrator are 

Bald to have been installed by the 11&nb8ttan Company in the Horseeho. 

Basin area, on the eaet side of the mount Ins. but, due to conditions 

being different from t hotH} tllit obte1ned ~vlEre these roeohines had lJean 

II Docess ttll, the exper1ment faile d. 
• • • • • • • • 

Geology 

!he QuiJotoa Mountail'18, whioh are made up Wilnly o.E' younger grant t. 

and lavas. aontain n'lmerous deposits of siITer. gol d, l_d, a.nd copper. 

Braa10n 0 f these gol d-bearing roo}.;e furniBhed, in t he manner desoribed on 

page 7, tiE material for the plaoers. In these p.laoers, tho g old oooora 

:tram the snrfaoe down int 0 a stratum of oement-gravel or c6l.11ohe, whioh 

oarries more gold tmn does tbe dirt above it. liuoh of the ground is sald 

to average over dO oents per yard, tind Stepllens statos that tre red oolored 

dlrt .TeTa eS ,6 • ton. ~h18 last figure, however, IB probably too high 

for the area as a whole. In general, the gold is ooerpe. 

~ . . . . . . . . . . --
Pl'estnt operations. 

At present, a8 during several years past. there 1s but sllght 

aotlvit7 in the Quljotoa plaoer distr1ot. A few Indiana and Mexio~nB work 

the dirt , and th <3 softer. shallower portions of the oaliobe. whioh they 

pulT8rize by beating in rawhide bags, in very orode hand dry-washing maohine •• 

In tm rioher known areae, the surfaoe hils been thickly perforated by the 

pits and shallow shafts of this "oqyotlng" system 0 f mining. The oemented 

nature of the rioher gravels presents an obFltsole to large-soale dry-wash-

ing operstlonB 'tblt hee not yet been overoane. Certain projeots for build­

ing dams too olleot the wet er 0 f the r8.iny seS80ns for dredglng operst i OI1B 

have been Bontemplated. but, So far, they have no", materialized. 



EASTERN OFFICE 
405 LEXINGTON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

·WESTERN . PRECIPITATION· COMPANY· 
CHEMICAL ENGINEERS 

MAl N OFFICES AND LABORATORI ES 
1016 WEST NINTH STREET 

L.OS ANGEL.ES, CALIFORNIA 

Mr. G. M. Colvocoresses, 
1108 Luhrs Tower, 
Phoenix. Arizona. 

Dear Colvocoresses: 

June 28, 1932. 

This will refer to your letter of June 16th 
and mine in answer thereto, dated June 20th, regarding 
samples from the Quijotoa placer. We ran both samples 
and the one from the lowest one foot,ran $1.96 a ton, but 
the upper sample ran only a trace. There has not been any 
work done on it that is conclusive, as it was figured 
that it would be impossible to profitably handle just the 
lowest one foot. However, we are going ahead with these 
investigations and if somethin~ '~~rB8 ,uP.,' I will let 
you know. , 0 ,t -

CABLE ADDRESS 

" PREClp· 

WESTERN UNION Gooe: 

-..J 

I am finishing my work with Western Precipitation 
Company as of August 1st, and thereafter I do not know what 
will happen, and I will be in the class of the great majority. 

Louis R. Ba1l 
AEG 

With kindest regards, I am 
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SUIJOTOA MOUNTAINS \ 

The Quljotoa ounta1ns lie between santa Rosa Valley 

and Quljotoa Valley. Under some deflnitions the name quljotoa 

lnol udes all the mountains and hllls trom the depre'sslcn west 

ot Anegam to South Mountain; 1n the present treatment only 

tlle mountains south ot the road between Fozo Blanoo and Co.ered 

WeiLls are 1noluded. ThQa defined the "u1jotoa Mountains are 

about 12 JIl11es long and 6 miles wide and are 41 vlded lnto thr.e 

maln parts. The northerly portion, without speoif10 name t 1-

about 5 mil •• long and oonsl.~a of 8 tlP10al sierra that riaes 

by smooth, rol11ng browlUshslopea to a aer1es of summits on 

a northweat-southeast llne, ot whloh the oulm1natlng po1nt 1s 

oonsi4erapll the highest and dominates the reat. In tn nort~­

ern part tbe rooks are slate, sohlst, end gne18.. Debris brought 

down by streams on the west &1de 1n~loate8 that the ma1n moun­

tain masa 1s oomposed of 8~1lar mater1al. 

Tbe aentral portion 1s Ben Nevis Mountain (p. 352), 

a high, 1rregular mass of voloanio roo Ie, wh10n rises by pre· 

CipltouB oliffs from the surrounding rolling hills. In 8 oan-

10n to the south and west of this mountain 11e the Weldon m1ne 

and on the e est the uijotoa mine, onoe centers of lntense 

mining aot1v1 t,. 
The extreme southern part ot the range oonsists ot 

Sou~h Jlountaln, an oval masa about 3 ml1 s long and 2 miles 

w1de. It r1888 abruptly trom theplalns on the west, south, 

and east 81 des and 1s oonneot d to the rest of the mountaiDS 

b1 a narrow tongu. ot Fol11ng hilla. The preclpl "OUB 011 ft. 



SuiJotoa Mountains t oont'd. Page 2. 

rlae 1,200 to 1,500 teet ln almost vertloal lIal18. EaallY 

vislble at a distanoe are the great sheets or lava trom which 

the mountain is carved. They have a slight inolination to the 

Ilortb •• st, and hence the west and soutb 81d88 of the mountain 

are 811gbtly eteeper than tbe ea~t, The almost horizontal 

parting and oolumnar · jo.lnt1ng ot the laya sheets combine wi th 

the purpli h red o~ the rOQK to mate South Mounta1n a moa' 

spectaoul8l' landmar·k. reoosa1zable at sreat dlstanoe. and 

produotive ot wonder and emotlQn on closer approaoh. 

On the we.tern tlanks of' tbe Q.u.1Jo'toa Mountains are 

two slightly ls~late4 b11ls--alaok Butte. west ot Weldon. aDd 

8 .n unnamed h1l1 west ot Pozo Blenoo. Both are oompose4 large­

ly or lava. The unnamed hill is (Happed by basalt, and 1 ts 

basal lava8 rest on the eroded surtaoe of the ens ta111ne 

rooKs that maKe up tbat portion ot the mountains. It 18 ev1-

dent th t these buttes and probably also Ben Nevis end soutb 

lIounta1n are remnants ot more extensive ser1esot lava flow. 

that onoe oapped tbe whole range. S1nce uplift erQsion baa 

stripped away all but tbese remnants end deeply oarved the 

underlying rook: so tbat tbe metbod ot uplift 1s unoertain, The 

.omewhat steeper slopea ot the eastern taoe ot the range suggest 

that the las", uplift W88 due to faulting aD that s1de. 

Bo%'tb or Oopen i8 SOuth Mountain. a maJestiC maes 

wbioh t .orms th southern end ot the Q;u.1Jotoa Mountains and 

tow.rs bigh$boye tbe pla1n, nd around the base ot this moun-
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Su1Jo12a Mountains, oonttd. Page 3. 

tala the road go •• Dartbw •• ' trom Oopen to GUA.lgbt ranoh. 

North of South MOuntain, but .eparated trom it by a deep notoh, 

le Ben Nev1s Mountain, wbose sheer 81de8 r1.e on tour alde. 

in o11tt. about 1,500 te.t b1gh. Beoause ot 1 ts re.emblanoe 

to the paCk basket used by women, tbe Papagos oalled this 

lIlount'1a tnhotoalc ("burden basket mountain"). a Xl .. wb1oh. 

in 1ts Spanish form qu1jotoa. 18 now app11ed to tbe wbole range. 

In the notoh between South Mountain and Ben Nevis 11e. San 

Antone" small Papagc village whioh 1s the suooessor to the 

once pro,aperou m1ning town ot Welden .. 

To the north of In~1an Oasis sharp re,d h1lls and 

ragged little plateaus culminate about 10 m1los aw y in the 

small redd1sh .Cobabl Mounta1ns, separated by a narrow belt 

of bl"Olten plains from South Comobabl Mountains. liere 1s 

10081e4 one ot th old st mining 100a11 ties 111 tbe region, a 

plaoe visited by Pwnpelly in 1864. wben 1t WEtS being aotively 

prospected. Near the principal prospeot, whloh 18 called the 

OQbabl or Pioaoho mine. are the Pap8go ,111ase8 or Nolto, santa 

Cru~. and W1okohoupa1. No11e 1s a Pepago oorrupUon ~ the 

Spanish name Norta. Wb10b mans a spring or well. There are 

three dug .ella ber ~.62.45, and 100 teet deep, santa Cruz 

alao hes three wells, and W10Kohoupa1 hea on •• 



Note re QUjotoa Placer (lfine file) 

J . H. Davies, ~anta Fe Hotel (phone) 

302 0 . 7th ~v e. Phoenix, 

called in behalf of ~ q . Porter of Ca sa Grande, an elderly 

carpente r a ndow'ne r of the Porter Clai~s wh ich I have visited 

and sampled . - aid that Porter has been old an d sick and 

would se ll or lea se these claims on very favorab le terms. 

Davies has lived on th i prope£ty lor so~e three years and 

says that all of ~b e old work of the Indians and all the more 

recent attempts bt mi ni ng have bee n confined to gravel above 

t he uppe l' ued rock or caliche I.which he calls a tra vertile) 

that l i es some 20-25 feet be low the surface and th i s grourld 

has be en large ly worked out . He i s convinced that the t r ue 

bed rock lies less than 50 feet be low the surface in arter's 

upper claim near the dike and head of the gulch and slopes 

downward to depth of a lmost 8 0 fe ~ t on } orter's lower ~ claims 

and a greater dep th almost ~- mile further down the , gulch 

where a small well ha s recently be en drilled in which water 

stands and from wh ich the b l a ck sant is said t o carry up to , 

$1 . 00 per pound i n gold . Davies believes that much ri6her 

gravel should be Iound above th is lower or "we t" be d rock 

and tha "t the best values wo uld be in Porter's upper c18Iims 

where he th i nks that there would be Lla ny pot holes in t he 

rock . This theory mi ght be worth i nves t i ga Lion) Davies 

says that ther e lie fi.any fragme nt s of heavy black s hiny 

magnetic rocks i n the surface which he tninks may contai n 

me rcury . l robably this is only some type of lava or iron 

are bu t it may possibly be chromite or something else . ) 



NOTE RE QUIJOTOA PLACERS 

Similar to t hose at Kofa and co nsists at several 

scattered deposits none of which are very large . See File. 

Some of t he gravel is quite firml y cemented and pay valoos 

are a ll found down near to bed-rock . 



.. ', 
Col. L. R. Ball. 6/16 I' 32 

Most of tbe visible g old is f81rly ot)~rp.e. 'bot it is Baid th.t 

when t ·O! o&liohe is properly ground 8 . eonslderable amount of fine gold 

O&D also be reoovered. The deposit could be worked by steam Shovels. 

&ltho a certain &rnount of blas~ing would doubtless be required. Most 

of the gro tmd 1s owned by five 1ndividuals who have reoently been 

negot i&ting fsr osp1 tal with a number of va rioue 0 onoerns. but so far 

as I oould learn no des 1s have yet been 010sed a nd I dtld not &tt ampt 

to talk any business. 

A emaIl amount of water is available fo r domestio purposes in wells 

sunk in the ravines and t here is some evidence pointing to the existenoe 

of a permanent water table at a depth of several hundred feet below the 

plain at the base of the mountains. 

" In g:atherlDB s uoh swnples as those wh10h I am send ing you it 1 s, 

of oourse, impossible to determine just what values they are lit.ely to 

oarry. but I sinoerely trust thst the average will prove fairly good 

and that they will be sailsfaotory for testing in your maohine. Should 

you be able to handle this g rou:ad it advantage, I hsve no doubt but that 

a oonsiderable deposit 00u1d be aoquired on fairly reasonable terms. 

Pars ona 1 regards, 

¥1noerely, 

GMC :HG 

~I 

- . 
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Mr. 'falter A. tlohmidt. -2. 5/25/'32 

to ind rioh gravel oarrylng, say, $1.00 per yard at QUijotoa than at 

Greatervill e or any othor plaoe in the State. Yo u and I passed very 

near the ~u1joto. placers When we drove some years a60 from Tucson to 

Ajo and I have also examined some oopper prospects in that distriot Jut 

never looked into the placer ground. Smith says that in portions this 

ground was extremely 1'i 0 hand t m tit has boen opene d up by a number 0 f 

pi ts goin·' down some 15 to 20 ft. to bed rook and sunk for ~hG p:1rpose 

of samplIng the ground by the Imperial Gold ining ~ompany whioh WaS 

backed by the lato ;.Ipea handolph srld 8 number of ot her good m1n1ne men. 

These people were s tisfied with the grade o f the dirt, but were unable 

to "'ind a.ny means of disintograting the ca1iohe which oontsined tl'..a best 

"fa1ues and thero:t'oro abandoned trei'r opera1.ions and Cmith tolJ.s me that 

much of this ground is now open or oould be leas d 011 vary reasonable 

terms and he thinks that a considerable yardage wOll1d carry better than 

.1.00 ,nd I think toot yo r prooess should be especially well adapteq to 

handl e this alB en 0 f mat erial. 

Tha pits aro said to be aooe'~ible, but no reliable parties are 

working there at present and in order to obtain representative samples 

it would be necessary for 8. oouplo of men to mako a speoial trip, equipped 

with ladders, saoks, etc. 

AS a matter of' ot this 1s the case at Greaterville t altho I believe 

that .operations are planned to start sometime in June. 

Smith offered to go to Quljotoa with me aDd sbow me the best ground 

any time tiBt r might wish to make the trip. but I do not know whether you 

want to g o to eIf expense in this matter, at lease until your present tests 

have prooeeded somewhat further, nnt have you told me just ho large the 

samples should be, so please let me hear further on this matter SIt your 
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Mr. Walter A. Sobnidt. 

XxxxxxxxxxaXllXX 
Phoenix, Arizona . 

Y 25, 1932 

estern Preoipitation Company. 
1016 ~Ve8t 9th Street, 
lOB 1ngele t california • 

.Dear lalter, 

Be: Dry ~laoers 

I aoknowlod~e and thank yon cor YOl'TS of the 21st enolosing yoor 

Crater subsoription check r or 21.00. 1 t h , oed Inch I shoG1 d have the 

STAR UST on the markat in~t eo' a week or ten days und then we ill 

see how things Lmy dovelop. 

Thi S DO min I have your letter 0 f 8y 2!?rd a ro t lwnk you very 

much for tho inter ~t ing and oomplete expl D8tion oi" your method of 

reoovertylg plaoer old and the gallersl tl~aory on hiah you are working. 

I want to S 1ely thil'~ over little more oarefully before ~flkin any 

oomme nt andy)u I 8y be ~ Jre thct t I wl11 keep the 1nforDlat ion 8S abs01 tely 

oonfide~t8J.. Also, I will write you a sperate letter regarding the HUEB 

MINE. whioh does not, in ju ,emant, furnish an opportlmity .Lor the use 

of your olasslfier, but whioh I think shoul d be considered entirely on 

its merits. 

Sina8 I last wrote you regardinp dry plsoers I h ve been trying to 

gather ore data ~nd yesterdey go t ahol of alter c. Smith, a very good 

Jlngineer who was formerly wi t h me at Humboldt. and WIlD has reoently been 

operating l a r gely in t he soot hern part of the State . Sm! t h 1s famil ier 

\vlt h many of tho plaoers and believes tb:tt thar J is 8 be tar opportmity 



, 
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Kr. Walter A. SolJni dt , -3. 6/ 2~/'32 

o onvenienoe. I am attaohing heret 0 port ions of a general deser iptloll 

of the Qu1jot oa plaoere taken from a publl oat ion of the Arizona Bureau 

of Mines, Bulletin 1124. 

Personal reg rds, 

Sinoer ly," 

G~:HG 



-" 
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001. Louis R. Ball. 
Western Preoipitation CooPQny, 
1016 est 9th street, 
Los Angeles, Os li fornia. 

veer Col. Ba 11. 

He: Samples froID QulJotoa 

I am sendiDi you Ii large and . heavy sack of samples from ~uljotoa. 

The two ootton sacks enclosed contld. n samples which I go t in t m shat' 

and drifts representIng the gravel for approximately seven feet hove 

the bed rock. The small j te aak aont81ns material from the lowest 

foot of gravel @ireotly over the bed rook and it should be somewh8t 

rioher th n tne other s~mpl~ --
loaated in Central Pima County, Arizona. about 70 mil ~e west from 

Tuoson, 50 mile eo~t fran Ajo and 62 miles south of C&sa Grande. It 

is in ~n extremely ry nd dusty portion of the State at an elovation 

of about 2500 feet. 
. 

hese plaeers were worked hy Papago Indians in the employ of 

Misflionary Priests as early 8S 1774. The water for aehing the g ravel 
• 

is eaid to have been oarried by squaws fram tanks looated several miles 

a?Jay and it is reported t~t Bane 7.000 per annum as taken from these 

placere far a number o f ye re. 

More reaent aotivity was gre&test during the 1880's and agai~ from 

1902 to 1913 when about ,30,000 was produoed during this last period. 

The material bas always been reporte d to oarry Bubstantial gold values 

but no satiel.'aoto ry method of disintegrating the oaliche and reaovcring 



, -. -
Col. L. R. Ball, -2. 6/16/ '32 

the gold aas yet jeen worked out. 

The Quljotoa Mountains from whioh these depos1ts were derived by 

eros1on are oomposed mostly of granite and various voloanio rooks. 

'l'he bulk of the gravel is now fOUl d in the f111s formed by anoient 

streams whioh extend from tbe mountal~s dawn to the pla1n some 1600 ft. 

below the summits. The deposits generally oomprise ~ sand and loose 

gravel from 10 to 20 ft. below the surfaoe am then the gravel be-

o omes oemented and oonts ins a large peroent 0 f l1me overlying the 

gran1te bed rock. 

The best v& luos lire in this ~r8vel 0 r 08 liohe I[lnd t bere is 

a oone1derable amount of reddish m&terial oolored by iron oxide whioh 

is*id to osrr't1' exoellent values. ~ ~ . 

The reoent workin ,s are mostly drifts run from a number of 

larger shafts and the gravel is t&ken out and B~hrYing on the sur'face 
A 

before being conoentrated by dry washing. The average depth in the 

plaoes which I viSited is about 26 ft. from surface to bed rooi, the 

lower 6 to 10 ft. representing oaliohe. The total yardage 1s un­

doubtedly very large, but the values may be spotty. 

~ -'ampling of various po :tt1ons of this deposi t have been made. 

from t 1me tot 1me. _My. samples were ta ken from t:te Porter Claims 

where 1t 1s seid that the gravel runs about SO¢' per yard and t:te lower 

6 or 6 ft. about ,6.00. The white Olaims, adjoining but now in-

I 
aooeed.ble are said to average better than '1.00 per yard, the lower 5 

ft. running about ,7.00. The general sampling over a larger area in-

d ioated 6Ot/ per yard Ii nd smell ereas near bed rook have frequently run 

up to $10 .00 per yard while oooasionally fairly large nuggets have been 

fo und. 
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9UI~JOTOA PLAOER 
(Note by G. M. Oolvocoresses ) 

The Quijotoa Placer is located in Central P1ma Oounty , Arizona , 

about 70 miles west from Tuoson, 50 miles east trom Ajo and 62 mlles 

south ·of Casa Grande . It is in an extremely dry and m sty portion 

of the State at an eleva tlon of about 2500 teet . 

These placers were worked by Papago Indlans in the employ of Missionary 

Priests as early as 1774 . The water for wash1ng the gravel ls said to have 

been carrled by squaws trom t anks located several m1les away and lt 1s 

reported that some 7;000 per annum was taken from these plaoer for a 

number of years . 

More recent actlvity was greatBst aur1ng the l8eO ' s and again fx-otn 

1902 to 1913 ;vhen about "30 . 000 was produced durlng this last perlod. The 

material bas ab ays been reported to oarry substantial gold values but no 

satlsfaotory method of diSintegrating the cal1che and recovering the gold 

has yet been worked out . 

The Qu1jotoa Mountains from wh10h these depos1ta were derived by 

erosion arA oompo sed mastly of granite and various .olcan1c rooks . The 

bulk of the avel is now found ln the fills formed by anolent streams 

wh~Oh extend from the mountains down to the plain some 1500 ft . belo the 

summ1ts . The deposits generally compr1se sand and 1008e gravel f r om 10 to 

20 ft . belov the surface and t hen the gravel becomes cemented and contains 

a large poroent of l ime overlying the gra ' i t e bed rook . 

The best values are in t h is cemented gravel or oaliohe and there 

ls a conslder2ble amount of redd1sh material col ored by i ron oxide which 1s 

also said to carry excellent values . 

The recent workings are mostly drlfts run trom a number of larger 

shafts and the gravel is taken out and set for drying on the surface before 

being concentra ted by dry washing. The ave r age depth in the places whioh I 

visited is abuut 25 ft . trom surface to bed rook , the 10 er 5 to 10 ft . 

re r;resenting caliche . The total yardage 18 undoubtedly very l arge, but 

the values may be spotty . 

Samplin g of var 'loua portions of :this deoo slt have been made trom 

time to time . My samples were t akon fro~ the Porter Claims where 1t 1s 

said that the gravel runs about BO¢ per yard and the lo"er 6 or j 6 tt . 
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about 6 . 00 . The Whi te alal~s , adjoIning but now inaccGss1ble are said to 

average bett er t l an $1 . 00 per yard, the lower 5 ft . running about 7 . 001 

The general sampling over a larger area. indicated 60¢ per yard and small 

areas near bed rock have .frequently run up to 10. 00 per yard while ocoaslon­

ally fairly lerge nUB'ge s have been f'ound . 

Most of this v1eiblegold is faIrly coarse, but 1t i s said tha t when 

the ca.liche is proper11 ground a considera.ble amount ot fine gold can also 

be recovered. The depos i t could be worked by steam shovels, altho a certain 

amount of blasting would doubtless be reqllired . Most of t he gro 'md is owned 

by tive individuals who have recently been negotIat1ng for capital with a 

number of var10us coneerns, but sO far as I c ould learn no deals have yet 

been closed and I did not attempt to talk any bueinesa . 

A emall amount of' water is available tor domestic purposes in wells 

sunk in the ravines and there is some evidenoe pointing to the existence ot 

a per menant water table at a depth of several hundred feet below the plain 

at the base of the mounta ins . 

The samples referred to abovo gave di$appolnting results, t hose trom 

the upper portion ot the gravel pro~ing to carry only a trace of gold witb 

value s sloMly increasing to a maximum of around 3 . 00 per yard along and 

near the caliche hich at t his point was some 20 ' below the surface . 

It does not apDear feasible to wor k any of' these deposits on a large 

scale wit h prof i t and dry ooncentra t i on would be out of the question tor 

eVen shOUld it prove successful on the dry upper gravel .in whioh the values 

are negllgiable, it is to be noted that the pay dirt is all extremely moist 

and would have to be $.rtificia.lly dried before any suCh method of treatment 

oould be applied . 

NOVEMBER , 1937 

I understand that very small operations are stll1 carried on at these 

old d1ggings consisting of gouging out by hand the lower t 0 or thr~ c feet 

of gravel and wash1ng this in rockers or long toms . 

In my opinion the deDoaits are not suitable tor any other or l arger 

method of ·operat i on . 



-- -.--... 

QYlOJOTOA PLAOm 

(Note hI 0.. 1. eQ1VOco:r set'!) 

The Quljotoa Plaoer 1s looated in Oentral Pima Oounty.; Arolzona., 

about 70 miles west .trom TuQstm, 50 miles east from Aj'o a;nd62 miles 

south of CaGa Gran4e. It is in an ext:rem 1y ey and d.u ty portion 

01 th& Stat€! at an elevation Qf about 2000 te " 

The se plaeeftr1 were wOJ'ke4 by Papsgo Ind1an e tn th ' employ of Mis s1ona.:ry 

Pr1eeto as e rly as 1774 ~ The water toP nah1ng the gravel 1s 14 to have 

been eart-led by squaws f'rom tanlts lOQ&ted ,everal mil away flnd l.t is 

reported that orne $7,000 per annum w taken from the,a plaoer tor 

m.uabm:" of '~1l-r8f 

Mo!t'e ~$oent a01l1vlty was grea t l!st dt.trll'lg the 1aSO ' . and again from 

1902. to 1913 ben bout ·30.000 waa produced during thl ia t p 1"104. The 

ma~erlal has always been :repopted tQ oarl"Y' aubstantl 1 gold 1falU0e but no 

sat1 etaotory method of 41s1ntegJ-a.tlng thfl oaliohe and rOQov~i'tng the ttold 

has yet been W'O~k84 out . 

The qulJotoa •• cWlta1ns .trom which thene d.eposito t1"e 4e~lved by 

roalon ar~ comno ed m 1y otnlt and var1 0 'Volcanio rock.h'l'he 

bulk of t.ne gravel 1" ftc found 1n the tills formed by ano1&nt tream. 

whtoh ,,'end fl'Q th flIotlnta1ns dQwn to the plain Otne 1500 ft. bela'i the 

au 1t8 ~ !he d po.its ~nepal1.Y ~omprts and and 100'. gravel from 10 t4 

20 t,. b low the :rtaee ani tl1.t~n th~ gra'v$l becoftle$ oemen1e.d and oontalrl's 

a large p~"ljrcent o"f l1me overlyIng the gr , 1 'e bed r-ock. 

!he b~$t valuEH'I are in thl a ,Qomented gravel 0-1' Qallohe and thero 

11. a oonetderr'lble amount of reddish materlal ooloJ:le(! by 1r()n oxid.e vh1Qt) 1& 

n1 0 tit aid to catlryexoell$nt value 8 . 

t he :reoftnt wwklngA are mOI1;l)f ,~1tts r-Uft f'rom .a nwnbar of lapger 

hatts and the gravel 1 taken out and set tor dry1ng on th , su~t 0 betore 

be1ng (Aoncentpated by 41-1 washing. !he a Ve rage depth in the places b.lah I 

visited 1s about 2& it . tl'Om eurt: Ctl to bed ~ock . ·the 10 er5to io ft . 

re '·t'eGent1nfj calIChe. The total ya~dage ls untlOUb\edl, VA.ry large . but 

the 'I7'~, lue a may be epott, • 

. SQpllng of vartou$ pOl·tlona of this de potU.t hav been ma.de tram 

tlm. '0 tIme. My amplee r. taken tftO the Porter Olaims where it 1s 

saldthat th~~ gravel run, about 80': per lard and the lower 5 or a ft . 



about 6. 00. T.be Wh te Olaims, dJo1n1ns but now inacce lble are sa14 to 

aTer e bett ~r t l an 1.00 pe~ yard, th 10 er 5 ft . running bout 7. , 0/ 

T.h gener 1 aampltng over a larger area in eo¢ per yard and 8m 1 

area ne r bed rook h v rrequ ntly run up to 10. 00 per y 1e oeoallon. 

VQ bean tound. 

Mo t ot thl vi ible gold 1s ta1r1y coara _ but it 1s nald that when 

the oaliche 1 ~ roperly ground a considerable amount ot fino gold can also 

be t-ecov red. Th c epoalt oould be rked by ate shovels, ltho a c rt in 

amount or bla tJUn would doubtle be required .. o t of thp. und 18 0 ad 

by f1ve 1n 1vlduale Who h ve reo ntly b en ne ot1 tlng tor 0 pit 1 w1th 

number ot varlou concerns. but 0 r r as I oould learn no de 18 hay yet 

b en olosed and I did not attempt to t lk any bualne s . 

A small amount ot water i Available tor do eatto purposes 1n 11 

aurnt in the r vi G nd there 1 ome videnoe pOint1ng to th x1,tcnee ot 

,- a pe enant t.r table at 

t the ba e ot the mountains . 

d pth of' eY.r 1 hundr c1 teet belo the plain ' ,'," 
,1',-. ' 

The 8 1'1<)9 reterre to bo 0 gave 41 appointing X'efJulte, tORe tJ-om 

the upper portion of th . erav 1 proving to car);"y only a tl'"aoeof gold w1 

value s 8lo~ly 1ne~e 8in to xlmum of al-ound 3 . 00 r yard long nd 

no the oaliche loh a.t • h1 po1nt l'I om 20 ' below t rta.oe . 

It do e not , p tea lbl to wor y ot theso depQelts on a large 

Beale .1th profit and dry oonoontrgtlon w uld bout ot the question tor 

even should it prov t.\oce tul on th dr1 upper gr 1 in which tha VAlues 

a.re negllg1able, it 1a to be note.d that t . e p y dlrt 1 11 extremely moist 

and would have to b artlflo1 111 dried before any Ch me od Of tre tment 

oould e ppll d . - c;,A,,\,,\l; ~N-- ~~ l (\. ~1MI~ ~2- '/1. -\u. b-\\.&... b>4~ 0. +re..t.(,. 

,OVEMB • ~937, 

I understand th t very mall operation ar t1ll Qarrl d on at the,e 

014 dlgg1n , e consloting of gouging .ut by band th :tower t wo or t 1"e fe t 

of gravel and wa.nlng this 1n rook~r8 ot- long tOMS. 

In my opinion the d os1t re not su1t bls tor any other or larger 

me~od of operation. 


