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Page - 33. 

Great rville dlstri t 113 8i~u ted in south tern ~ima County, at 
the e starn oot of th Sa t !tits ountains. l.'h small viII e of ure t­
ervilla. whioh i£ in the pproximata oenter 0 ... • th pleoer aree at an el eva­
tion of 5,280 feet above s 1 vel, 1 about 34 miles in ir line southe t 
of fuoson and 8* miles nor hwest of Sonoita, a tat ton on the ~o a1e8- Benson 

r noh of the Southern oi .... 10 railroad. The distriot is aooe alble by 
sever I hort r ~dS that br noh west from t be Tuos on-Pate onia hi hay. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Suffioient water fo r dom stio purpo ea, but not 0 r muob grevel-

washing is obt ined from sh ~low welle in pire, Uphir, Kentuoky, and Big 
gulohes. 

Page - 37. 
"They (the plaoers) are irregularly di ttl but ed, ohiefly in th- ot-

toms of th present tream oourses an lJlohes, wmr the prinoip I dig in a 
ooour in shallow round. an tllso upon t e benohes, alop a, and tops 0 f the 
rid es, whero some of them seem to represent depo its in old stream ohannels, 
exampl as of whioh 000 Jr just outh of reaterviJI e 30 feet above the va] la" 
on tbe oreet 0 the ridg to 'th eoutheast, end on thl north ide of Aughea 
Gulo h below t he mouth 0 f .Digger Guloh 15 feet above t h botto m. 'ill y oon 1.t 
ohle fly 0 f a 2-foot bod 0 f n ule r g r vel whic h re sts unoonforma bly l pon t La 
bedrook of 11 tho di i'erent older formations oont in d in the area, incltJ ing 
the early uaternary "oement rook. It ~'hel are cov red by 1 00 t to 20 feet ot 
more of overburden composed of later uaternary and reoent ravels and wash. 
In phoes. ae in K.entuoky, O'phir, am mpire gulohes, the upturned. lrregul rly 
eroded edges 0 the underlying sedimentary beds fo rrn n tural riffl e , behind 
whie} .. th goJd has been oonoe tratod. . 

"The gravels of t he old-bearing bed r ener 11y mall, tbe p bbl 6, 
as a rule, beln Ie th n n inoh in size, tho 1n ny pI oes oobbl a 4 to 8 
inoh s in diam ter ocour. In a ew pl eee tl:e gravel re or lde11 tratified 
rd 1i htly emented, gelorally by 11 e. ilhey are sh rply anfular n but 

sli htl waterworn. ~he sand oons! ts ohiefly 0 a ul r rs ment~. nd n~ 
ot" the partloles of quartz and felds r show ell-pr served orystal faoee. 
ihe ooar e meter! 1 c08el~ts obie ly of red Dd yellow s ldstone, eh lee of 
variou oolor, arko ,a little den e ite rhyolite, nd r nite prop~r". 
The gravels re t in mo t plaoes in a red-brown olayey m trix hloh 1s handle 

ithout di fioal ty by hydr ul10 In thode.'· 

Oharaoter of the ~Old, "The gOld, whlCl1'h 10 rather unifomly dis-
tributed throughout the be, is mo tly 00 rae. It r tl'ea from nakes one-
t nth 0 f Ii n inoh in Ion e t diameter, whi 01 s the ize 0 f mo at 0 th 
material reoovered t the time of the visit in I~O~, to ~ugget worth a doll r 
or more. The old of the early daye w 11 ooarse, nug e 6 ran ing rom 

I to f6 in value beine oommon. Som nuggets brot into Tuoson oontained 
from f36 to 60 worth of gold, am the 1 rt est nUb at re ort d from the 0 mp 
wei bed 37 ounoee aD h d a value of about 630. The old averaged abont 
'17 to the ounoe fine, nd it we not dlffloul1i for a m n to t ke out n 
ouno a day. The gold. l~ke the oontaining gr vels, is very angular, w1th 
many pOinted projeotions. denoting th t it is of looal origin and h 6 not 
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traveled far. A little quartz dbel' B to some of it an seemingly also 
galena, both of whioh arE) report d to have been oommon in the large 
nugget. The gold is mostly bright. but some of it is iron-stained and 
oonoel'ltrates from panning oontain oonsiderable Tn gnetia black fI~nd.« 

Page-40. 
Origin of th PI.oer ~old. - Sinol most of the produotive gulohes 

head in tne cret oeovs sedimen sry belt that surrounds GrDnite Mountain, the 
plaoers very probablY were derived mainly by erosion of qoartz veins of. that 
vioinity. These veins heve been prospected in the Yuba (Inghram), st. loUis 
<:uebeo, end other lode mines, and found to oontain more or less free gold. 
Psrtloularly in the Yuba. some beautiful wire .old has boen found. That the 
gold of the pI 0 r hes not been transported f r from ,1 ts ultimate so uroe 1 B 
proolaimed by the angul}411'1ty of its flakes nd nuggets. 

Present operations - A small amount of plaoer mining is oarried on 
intermittently in the distriot by a few men, ohiefly Mexicans, who dig pits 
or shallow shafts to bedrook and gopher out the gold-bearing gravels. Thie 
msterial is then weshed in roo .ars, but frequently the olay matrix of the 
gravels somewhat lowers the peroent ge 0 f recovery t hat ordinarily can be 
made by rooking or by otter known hr..nd methods. Due to this olayey metrix, 
also, dry-washing is possible only in the IOE'B sanda of too washes, dllrillg 
the driest months of t lEyear. lIuoh 0 f the known richer ground has been re­
worked one or more times, a.nd tho floors of many of the gulches ilra literally 
pocked with pits, as illustrated in Fig. 11. . 

However, several of the best mining engineers \vho halle examined the 
area esttl.ete. according to Sohrader. thlt it still oontains about $50, ' ,0,000 
worth of gold. Due to such faotors as overburden, clayey matrix, and 1 ok 
o£ an abundant 10081 wator supply. this gold can be -recovered profitably only 
on alar e Boa Ie. by dredges or by oertain adequate hydra ulic methods, after 
ample water supply ht.i beerJ developed. Beo~ use of these faots. large-soale 
placering operstions ere oontemplated by the G deean £urohsse. Inc •• and by the 
Greatervl11e Dredge Gold Mining Compa~. 

Gadsden PuromBc, Inc_, ~hioh 1s the BooaeSE'or of the Santa Rita 
at r and Mining Company. has oontrol o:f several t houeand aorea 0 f ground in 

Hughes, Colorado. 10 B po£oe, Refty, Ophir, Suo-oor, Louisiana, Kent no ky, .80 st on. 
HarShaw, and li'lsh gulohes. This ground, aooording to. E. Young, contains 
from 40 to 60 oente lold per oubio yard. The oomp~ny plans to bring water, from 
reservoirs in Cave, Gardner. and Sawmill canyons, thru abo\lU~ 12t miles of 
ditohes, tunnels, and stell pipe lines • . Hydraulio, drag-line, 9 nd dredge 
operations ere oontempl te , and it 1 said that produotion thereby will be 
started in 1927. 

The Ire terville Dredge Gold ining Company is reported to have oon­
trol of 1,960 aore of ground, and to plan operating a speoial dredge with 
water pumped from wells 150 to 200 feet in depth. Aocording to Root, their 
workabl e gro tmd vera es 60 oent a or mo re per oub! 0 yard. 


