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OWNER'S DESCRIPTION OF THE 

"FIRS~ HOME" LEAD-SILVER-ZINC 
KIllE. 

This prope rty is si tuated in the Big Bug Mining Distriot. 

yavapai County. ~rizona . 15 miles aoross oountr,y from Prescott and 

within 10 miles from Humboldt, Arizona, where the Southwest Metals 

Co., a smelter and ooncentrator are looated. 

The property oonsists of two lode mining olaims the "F1 ret 

Home" and "First Home" Extension adjoining end lines or 3000' 1n 

length by 600' in width. The First Home being 8 patented claim bnd 

the First Home Extension unpatented. 

The diatance from Prescott by auto or rail road being 

approxirmtely thirty-five miles, but Dot to exoeed fifteen miles 

across country by the way of Walker, Arizona , where the Sheldon 

Kine § Kill are being operated. The main workings of the First 

Home being situated within 2000 feet from Block Siding on the Poland 

Branoh of the Santa Fe Railroad and an auto truck road connecting 

the workings with the railroad. 

There are two shafts by which the mine has been partially 

developed, the south shaft being 300' deep on the ledge and the north 

shaft 220 feet deep on the ledge. The owners have done no work on the 

property since the panio of 1907 at which time it was impossible to 

raise funds for fUrther development and the oonstruction of a milling 

plant, 'consequently the workings are in bad condition and a consider

able amount of wo rk wi 11 have to be done before the mine oan be pro

perly examined. 

There 1s a surface tunnel ninety feet in length on the ledge 

which connects with the north shaft, the vein in tunnel being from 

~hree to five feet in thickness. The vein dips into the mountain, 

the average of the inclination being 60 degrees in the shafts and some

what flatter in the tunnel. 

The first l~vel being 100' below the collar of the south 

shaft and 120 ft. below the collar of. the north shaft, the nartl' shaft 

being on a higher point on the hill. The two shafts being 220' apart. 
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Considerable stoping has been done above the 100 ft. level 

between the two shafts and the 0 re being heavy massive lead oarrying 

silver with a little gold was sent to smelters. The next level is 165' 

below collar of south shaft and extends from ahaft to shaft. Some 

stoping of shipping ore was slso done in this level and the product 

Bent to sma 1 ters. A large amount of commercial ore of a mill grade 

still remains ih the old stopes, containing lead-zinc-sllver aDd 

gold~ Bot having facilities for handling the low grade ores at the 

time the property was being operated, an effort was made to only break 

such ore as would bear shi pment direct to SIDe 1 ters. Gold predOminates 

in the mill ore on aooount of there being roore iron sulphides ani the 

gold follows the iron, there is also some lead and zinc in evidence 

which contains silver. 

The 240 ft. level extends 100 ft. to the south \o~ the south 

shaft, there was no stoping done in this level, but two upraises were 

made a.bout 20 feet each above the roof 0 f th e level, Most of the 0 re 

encountered above this level was of a mlll grade, assaying from $10 

to $20 pe r ton in gold-silver an.d lead, which was no t stopeG.. on account 

of no t being of a shi pping grade. howeve r some bunches and BIIl:I1I 

streaks of the massive lead-zinc ores were encountered in the upraises 

which was saved and shipped to smelters. 

We also drifted approximately 125 feet to the north of the 

shaft in the 240 ft. level where we had mill ore the entire length of 

the drift with occas ional bunohe s of the massive lead and zinc. 

In one point in the north 240 ft. level we encounte~.d a 

small streak ot very rich free milling gold ore, the size of this 

streak was two inches in the roof 0 f th e level and six inches in the 

floor, the lowest average assay of this small st~eak which , was cut by 

the writer assayed $900.00 per ton and the highest assay was $12,000 

per ton, however, it only stayed with us for abcnt ' ten feet in length 
an 

unt1l it faulted. We followed the fault plane about 10 feet ~eastern 
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direction where we intersected the vein on its regular course, but 

there was no more of this very high grade gold ore in evidence. however 

at this junction where the, fault plane intersected the regular ledge 

there was a streak of oxidized quartz and iron on the hanging wall six 

inches in thickness which assayed t65.00 per ton gold. We did not drift 

along the faul t plane in a westerly dl rection, but we sank the main 

shaft 60' deeper making it 300' below the oollar with the intention of 

drifting back under the rich streak of gold ore. After sinking the 

60' and cutting the station we concluded to drive a c.rosscut into the 

strata which we had been following thru all of our workings and which 

we supposed was the hanging wall to the ledge, to determine positively 

whether we had the entire vein within our workings or not and to our . 

surprise we found the vein instead of being 4 feet in thickness, which 

we had always supposed it to be, it was 20 feet between walls. After 

completing the 20 foot. crosscut into the vein. we still had a slI&ll 

amount of maney in the treasury, so we drifted approximately 25 feet 

each way north and south along the hanging wall and at this junction 

we had to cease operations on account of our treasury being depleted 

and did not get far enough to the north with our north level to reach 
we 

the fault plane Where/were in hopes of encounter1ng or pick1ng up the 

richs.~reak of gold ore which we had in the 240 ft. level. However, 

before closing the works and letting them fill with water we cut three 

samples scross the 20 ft. vein to d'termine whether the entire twenty 

feet as a commercial mill ore or not and we got the following results 

in gold and silver. $5.40 , $8 .00 ani $8.20 respectively. There was 

a little lead and zinc disslminated through the entire 20 ft. of vein 

matter, but the price of lead was only $3.75 per 100 lbs. at toot 

time and zinc was w orthl ess so the ore was not assayed for lead and 

zinc contents. As an estimate, I would say toot the lead and zinc 

dissemdnated through the 20 ft. of vein would amount to 2% each, now 

taking into consideration that the present value of lead is apprOXimately 

6.75 per 100 lbs. and zinc the same value, this in connection with the 

gold and silver contents will make an excellent commercial mill ore. 

By drifting furthe r no rth in the 300' level the heavy massive lead and 

zinc ore shoots should be enoountered on their pitch to the s 'outh. 
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Likewise, by drifting south in the 300 ft. level the massive metals 

should be encountered on their pitch from the upper levels. 

While the property was being operated there was between 

60 8nd 65 forty ton oarloads of lead ore shipped to smelters a t a 

profit and we were penali zed on eve ry car load which was shipped 

o,n account of the zinc contents being in excess of 10%. We were not 

able to keep the zino below fifteen percent. Zinc is now worth 

as much as lead and lead is worth almost doubl e what it was worth at 

the time the property was being worked so it goes without saying, 

i,f 1 t paid a profi t when zino was a detriment and lead only one-half 

of the present price, there 1s no reason why it should not pay a very 

handsome prof i t. 

~he are whioB has been shipped from the property averaged 

approximtely 20 oz., silver, 20% lead, and 6.00 gold per ton. The 

massive are as it is broken will average apprOXimately 30% zinc, which 

was a det r iment at the time the ore was shipped, but now would be an 

assst. During the time the property was being operated, most of the 

zinc was thrown into the waste dumps so as to avoid heavy smelter 

penal ti es. 

IN CONCLUSION; The fact of this prope rty being on railroad, handy 

to water for milling and domestic purposes and in a section whioh is 

heav.1ly timbered, makes it a very desir~ble and a oheap prope rty to 

develop and operate. 

Dated at Presoott. Arizona. November 6th, 1929. 

(signed) E. Blook, owner 



HE: FIRST HOME MINE 

Mr. G. E. Block 
0/0 Block Estate JUnes 
129 South Marina St. 
Ptescott, Arizona 

Dear lIr. Block: 

COpy 

September 28, 1934 

1 have yours of the 25th inst. ani have looked up my file 

on the First Home Claim. 

The oaly report which I have on tnis property is entitled 

"Owners Description" aDd is dated November 6, 1929, and signed 

by E. Block. I believe that you gave me this report and also 

a srmll map of the mining claims am workings which goes with it. 

I have no report on this property by an engineer of the Phelps

DOdge Co., althougb I recall that it WaS visited by one of their 

engineers. I think Mr. Nelson. around 1928, at a time when they 

were negotiating with me at Humboldt to lease a portion of our 

plant for the treatment of lead and zinc ores • 

. We carried on similar negotiations with the IntErnational 

Smelting Co. some two years earlier, and I find a report by one 

of their engineers in which he mentions having visited the b'irst 

Home Claim, but being unable to make an examination because of the 

condition of the shaft he stated that the surface indications 

appeared promising and that it would be advantageous if the mine 

were cleaned out and dewatered. 

In our Humboldt records I find an ana~ysiB of ore whioh I 

beli eve was taken from 'the dump a t your mine as follows: Au.O 

28 ozs. per ton, Ag. 10.42 ozs. per ton, lead 2.3~, zinc. 24%. 

Copper .45%; iron 12.9%. sulphur 20.6%. lima l~; insole 32.5%. 

There is a note to the effect that this probably represents a 

considerahle tonnage of material which might be ooncentrated by 

selective flotation. 

I am sorry that I cannot give you any more complete inforrm tion 

and hope that you will be able to make some kind of an advantageous 

deal for the property . 
Yours very t ru.ly. (s 19ned) G. lii. C. 
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Thi. property 18 sltuat4k1 in th Blg BUS Mining Dis;-rlct, YaY.pal 00 . Arizona, 
f1ft •• n mil •• aoro 8 oountry from r.Bcot~d w1thin t n miles fro umboldt 
Arisona wher the Southw.at etala Oom any,_ smelter an concentr tor re 
looated. 

The property con 1 ta ot t () 
"Pirat Hom. n tens10n ddo1nlng 
1n width • The "Firat Home b.t 

c1 1 s the « lr t H e l and 
et 1n len th by Q 0 teet 

"F1rst Hom It , naio 
unpatente • 

Ttl. d1stanoe trom Prescott by lto or r 1 ro 
five mile. , but not to exc. d t1ft.en les across count bY tb 
Arizon where th heldon in. and M111 r b 1ng t perat d . Th n or i r 

ot the" Firat Ho e e1 s1tu ted withln 2000 t •• t from Block 01 1n ' on 
Poland Branch ot the anta Ie Ral~ R d an an auto truck road connect1n 
working' with the l-a11 road. 

~.r re two ahatta by lch the m1ne bas be n parti 111 d vel oped , th 
.outh shatt.i 300 t et e p on the ledge d the north shatt ~2 t et p 
OD the ledge . The owner. have d n no work on the pro r~ sinee th p 10 ot 
1907 at hioh 1. it w • impossible to r 18 funds tor fur h r v lopment eftd 
and the oonstruction ot a ~111 plant, cOhaequ ntly the orkin a are In bad 
condit1on and a oonsiderable amount r work 111 h to. done '0 the ne 
c be prop rly ex~m1ne4 . 

Ther 18 a tunn 1 n1nty .et 1n 1 ngth on th ledg which oonneot. 
with the north ah tt I the .In in tunn:.l being trom t . • e to five t. t in thick 
n... • The ve1n d1 • into the mount In I th av r 8- ot the Inclln t10n 1 
60 de r e 1n the .hatte and somewhat fIatt r 1n th tunn 1 . 

The first level being 100 t et below th collar ot ~ louth a ft and 12 
te.t bela the oollal' ot th no~th shatt , the north sh ft b 1 hi her 
pOint on the hill . ~be two sh tts b&ing 22v re t p rt • 

Con Iderable atoplng has be n don abov~l ei 100 root 1e 01 b tw n h 
ahatta an~ the ore bing heavy s-lve Ie d oarr.ying silver lth I1t 1. 
was sent to smelters • The n ~t 1 v 1 18 165 te t belo coll r of aout 
and extends from shaft to shaft . 80m. stoping ot 8h1pplng or 1s one 1n 
this level and the produot sent to smeltera,. A large unt ot 0 reial or 
ot mill erade still re ina in the old ,topes , contal 1 d- zl - allv r 
and gold . Not h v1 t oilltles tor nd11n the low grad ore. t th time 
propert1 was b 1 op r ted , an er ort wa. de to only break such or s ~o 1 
bear ahlpment dlr ct to amelt re . Gold predom1n tea 1n the mill ore on coo~t 
ot ther being mor iron sulphides and the go14 tollows the iron , ther i 1. 
aome 1 d and z1nc 1n vidence which cont ina silver. 

The 240 toot lev 1 extend IOO feet to th 80 t of tne 8 0 t h haft, ther 
was no at pi done in this level , but two upr ise wer de about 20 fe t 
each above the root ot the lev 1 . ost ot th or noountered above this level 
waa of a mill erad I. ayltrom· 10. 00 to 20. 00 per ton In gold- l1ver 

and lead wh1ch was no~ ato ed on acoount ot not b Ing ot shipp! gr de , 
however 80me bunches hd 11 atr ak ot the a lve lead- z1nc re r 

enoountered 1n the uprai.ea hlch d Shipped to s . elt ra . 

e alao drifted a , rox m t 1 I2v t et to the north ot the abaft 1n t e 24 
toot level .he~. w had mill ore th entlr length or the dr1ft ith oeo' ional 
bunoh. ot the salve 1 I nd zino. 

In one point in the north 40 toot level e inoounter 
rioh ~ree llling gold or I he lae of thi atr ak was 
of the level and six inches In the tloor . • low t aver e 
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8mall atreak which waa cut by the writer 8sayed 900 . 00 X' ton -and th hi heat 
••• a,. w a 12. 000. 00 DWX' ton • nO vel', 1 tonI,. staye l,th u ,tor about t n 

te.t 1n lenC';th until it r ulted , e followed tr e fault pl n aoout t n 1 t in 
an eastern direotion where we lnteraeoted the vein on 1ts r gula~ oour. , u t 
there as no ore ot th1s very high g e g Id ore 1n vldtmC~ , however at this 

junction wher the fault plane intersecte tb regular ledg lere ~a a streak 
ot oxldi.ed qu rtz and ir n on the hanging wall slx inch s in thiokn s hlah 
asaayed • 65 . 00 uer ton gold. e did not drift alone the fault plane in eoter-
ly direct1on, but we sank th a1n ahaft 60 feet deer makin it 300 f et 10 
the collar with the Int ntlon of drifting back under the rich streak ot 0 d or • 
Atter 81nklng the 60 t •• t and cutting the atat10n, e oonclUded to 'drIve a crols-
cut into the strata wb1ch we had been tollowing through 11 of our worklnGs and 

whioh W. 8uppoaed .a. the hangll18 wall to the ledge, to determine pO s1 tl vely 
whether we bad the entire vein within our workings or not and to our surprls t e 
tound th veln,lnate d ot eing 4 If' et 1n thickneas which hioh e had al aya 
IUppo.ed 1 t -, 0 be, It waB -' eO t et bet een walla • Alter completIng the 
20 t ot oro. cut Into the v In , .e atill had a small amount ot oney 1n the 
trea urr. .0 we drifted ap roxi te17 25 teet each way north and 80uth alo the 
banging wall and at this junction had to cease operations on aocount ot our 
treasury being depleted and did not set rar enough to th north wltn our north 
lev 1 to reach the tault plan"'here we w r in ho es otencounterlng or piC Ing up 
the rich tr ak ot gold or whioh had in the 240 toot level • however betor 

closing the works and lettIng the till with ater, e cut three a ples acros 
the 0 toot vein to determine wh ther the entire twenty t t s a commercial 

mill ore or not and e got the following r suits 1n gold and sllv r. 5. 40, 8 . 00 
and 8. 20 respectively • • There W 8 a lIttle lead and sinc diss mlnated through 
the entire 20 teet ot vein matter, but th price ot 1 d as only . 7 p r 100 .-
lba.,at tha tim and zinc a. worthleBS .0 the or waa not assay d tor lea and 

.tac oontents • • an estimate,I would e lY th t the lead and zinc dis inated 
~r.ugh the 20 teet ot veln would antount to two peroent ch, now takln + into 
oonsider t10n that the prese t value or 1 ad 1s pproX! tely +. 75 p r IOOlba • 
and zino the. • value t th1 in connection ~lth th sold and silver coritont&, 
wi l l make an excellent oorom rcial mill ore , By drifting t l~ther north 1n th 
300 toot lev l ,th h an massive lead and zinc ore ahoote should be enoountered 
on their pitch to the south " Llkelse bJ drlttl~ south In th 300 oot 1 vel 
the Dl&asive tat;should be' encountered on thel~ltch trom the upper lev ls . 

Ie the property W 8 being operated ther was et e.n 0 and ~o torty ton 
oar loads ot ot' lead ore shipped to am.lters at a proflt anil •• e1"e pen liz on 

eyery c r load which w ••• hipet, on account ot the s1no contents bel in xce •• 
ot t-.n peroent , we .ere not able to keep the zinc b.low t1ft.en pere nt • • 
ZlDO ls now worth a mueh.a lead and lead la worth almost double what it wa 

worth at the tl e the property was being ork ,80 it goes w1thout sayl ) 
It it ~ald protit hen zino was a detriment an le.d only one halt ot the 
pHsent prioe, th re 1. nQ reason whT it hould not pay a very hand ome rot1t 

r now . 

The oJ-e Moh has b.en hlpp d t~om th prop rty , avera ed ppro 
20 ounoes slIver, 20_ lead and 0 . 00 gold per t ,on • The ssive ore aa it i 
broken will average approximat ly thirty ercent zlno which a8 a d trl ent t. 
the time th ore was shipped. but now ould be an 88 tt . Durl th time the 
~ro rt,y was being operated • most' of the zinc was thrown into the st umps 
'0/8 to a'Vold heaVY' emelter ' en ltle8 . 

I 
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IN CO CLU '10K . 

The t ot this property bing on ra11 road, h ndy to w t r tor m1111~ d 
domestiC purpo s and in a s ction h1ch 18 h vily tlm re, es it very 

des1r bl. and a ch ap prop rty to d v lope and 0 er te • 

Dated t Pr soott, Ariz . 
lovember 6th. 19 9 

oner. 



RE: PIRST HOME. 

The fa llowlng are assays just made on samples of our better grade 

of ore. The assay certificate reads 8S follows: 
GOLD SILVER TOTAL VAL.PER TON 

No. 1 South 240 ft. level. $ 28.94 $3 .70 $ 32.64 
10. 2 Roof North 240 ft.level 930.23 3.00 933.23 
No. 3 Floor of N. 240ft. tt 9509.00 114.00 9623.00 
Bo. 4 In S. Sha ft 100' below 

surface 33.07 57.00 90.07 

Ho. 5 I. Shaft, 100' below 
surface. 64.08 3.46 67.63 

These assays represent the better grade of ores. In connection 

with this we have very large bodies of mill ores which will run from 

$6.00 to $15.00 per ton in gold, silver and lead • . 


