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OlIMAX GOLD MINE 

Interview with ~obert Truman - prI1 24 , 1931 , 

now employed by the Paoifio ~08St Adjustment ~ureau . Luhrs 

!J.'ower. 

Truman hes only a d.tm raoolleotion of property 

8S his father left there about 1912 when he wae only 14 yoars 

old. ~lieves that his father had a good opinion of the pro­

perty and would h ve lIked to return to operate same under 

lease , but oou1d not gat along with the oompany whiah then own­

ed the mine , whiah was a fly-by-night affair. 

>JOY S th t the 01 d work lngs near the top a r the· 

hil produoed aome very high glade ·ore , but 81~8 fram small 

pookets. 'lhere i B a strong v in from 2 ' to 4' wide wi th ood 

haDging wall and foot wall , but the are ooours In irregular 
, 

shoots generally very nar1?OW 8 nd a1. y8 assooiet ed with quart z. 

tw en the shoots 'the veln filllne: is quite 

b rren. J. K. lruman was Superintendont fran 1902 to 1905 or 

1906 end then had a 1 ease on a po rt ion of t he mine above the 

4 level and took out some good ore , more thtln paying expenses. 

At the seme time the .uUDoan boys of .i'resoott leased above the 

y3 level and mode their lease pay , but both outfits had trouble 

ith the owners am quit bout 1912~ ~w£. ~ d ~ 
130b ilrum n th1nks that there should be Borne yery 

good ore still rem in1ng below the tou rt h 1 lWeI and down to the 

6th level where sulphides oame in , and he doee not know anything 

oonoern1ng 't m va lue 0 f the sulphides aa t heae oould no t be 



Olima~ ttol d Mine - 2 - April 24. 1931. 

handl ai with profit in the stamp-mill with wh1ah the property 

was .qulpped~ The last work don e by J. li . i'rumsn for the oom-
I 

pan1 wae deve lopment on t be 6th I evel where the ground was hard 

and this work should not be badly oaved and would probably g ive 

informatloll aonoeming the slse and value of the sulphides. 

Truman knows no~hlng eono.rnlng the tellurides. 

On th1s prQperty there ie a large porphyr,v dike 

80me 60' or more in width. wh1 ah Truman thinks oarr1 d gold to 

the va lue 0 f or ,6 per ton. Thi mlgbt repre ent a large 

tonr~ge and oould prob~bly be oheaply mined, but was never oon­

s1dered as ore when the P roper1iy waB operat ed sinoe they oould 

not handle any :roc.tk that ran less than \.~25 with the granite . 

There are a namber of faults whioh out through the vein and 

whioh made mining xpene1ve and money obtained trOO1 miniIlg the 

rloh pookets in the upperlavelew86 generally epent in looking 

for the next pooket. 

The value of this property would appear to de­

pend upon the eise and grade 0 f 't l:s s ulphi de ore in the lower 

levels and mining below the river level might be expensive on 

aooount 0 f water. 

the porphyry dike should a1eo receive attention 

if it is as large 8S Broman thinks am mining oosts in wo rt1ng 

the porphyl'1 sboul d be very low. 



Ions OJ CLIMAX GOLD MIlK 

rom iuterY1ew w1th present owaer, J. H. Rioh­

mond, April 22, 1931. 

Property oonsists of four mining olaims staked 

by Riohmond last year a ner the old oompatJy lilloh owned· twelve 

unpstent ed m1ning ola 1ms had fa iled to do the assessment work 

for several years. 

looated about ten miles soatheast of Presoott 

on the Hassayampe HiveI'. Road to property tams off from Whlte 

Spar ~oad about on e ml1e s oath of Glen Oaks. 1(08d is too rough 

for an auto and lt is about two m1les from the hi€'hway to the 

mine whioh 1 s looated just aoross the rlver frOID tbe 01 d oamp 

and postoff10e of Uatootin. 

Property waa wo rk ad in the 808 0 r thereabout. 

and some hish grade ore 8ai4 to have beenextraoted. Aoquired 

about 1903 by the Climax Gold ining Company of loa Angelea, 

and J. K. Truman was Superintendent for them, Daniel Bessler 

was !'oreman. 

Vein ie developed by adit leTele wit ~atses nd 

win.ea, and about 3,000' of andergroand work was oarrled oat, 

the stopes having produoed, it 1s said, upwards of 260,000 1n 
/' 

ore. .Property was BUrTeyed in 1912 by W.M.iarra of 1'resoott, 

who made maps offered by H10hmond. 

Apparently ex-Govel'nol' Iouls Wolfley of rlzona 

was intimately oonneoted with the property from 1903 to 1908. 
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lotes on Climax Mine - p ge 2. April 22. 1931. 

In 1916 fl' lID8n t~ot • lease OD the property and 

operated for one year taking out a little high grade 01'8. 

The vein 1s developed on three l.,ele and to a 

depth of up.ards ot 300' below the B ortaoe. The upper 1 evel Is 

quite long but tbe eouthern seotlon Is oaved and ~ohmond thinks 

that the best ore ' will be found in thie Bouthern part of the pro­

perty. ~he 200' level is about 400' long and only. little work 

was done on the 300' level, whioh is apparently now 1naooessi ble. 

High grade ore run1ng several bundred dollare a ton appears to 

ooour in naJ'l'o. str1nger8 froll 3" to 10" 1n w1dth. olfley men­

tlone OD the 800' level an 8" veln assaying fiOO and 60' further 

on 1n the tUDDel a width o~ 6' or 7' of 10 l' grade ore. Also 

mentions that in the Yaqui .or1!t tbel bave a length of '10' ot 

Ore 10" 1rl4. a88ay1ng 66 and a oonsiderab1e width of wall rook 

runnir.tg ~16. III the Ollmax Drift t bey have 100' length 0 f , 60 

ore, wid'll h Dot stated. In ·1908 one bar of gold _s shipped to 

the Mlnt, weighing nearly 76 ouno.e. and ylel ding 1366. 

Only part ot the valuee were in free mil11ng gold 

and it ie reoorded that most of the are was in the form of 

tellur1des, prinoipally a telluride of gold and oopper, and a 
, 

geologie'll oompared tte oClldltione to tbose at 1'ellur1de, Colorado, 

and mentioned th t the barren rook dikes of voloamo rook whioh 

out throug h the ' formation are very -slmllar to the trap rook found 

in Telluride. 
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Jotes on cllmax ine - page 3 prl1 22, 1931. 

fhere appear to be aleo some sulphides and the 

etforts to treat the 91'e only by tree milling ware unsatlsfao­

'1017 , the 'allings often oontainlng 16 or .1'1 value per ton. 

All the 1 ... e18 ot the mine are DOW aooe8eible 

but t be la4dere are do~ in the 01 d stopes ln whioh there 18 a 

oonelderable tonnage of till or unknown value , but HloDmond 

think. that the finea in both the t11le and the dumps ooul d be 

worked over with pro fl t . 

fhere 1s praot1aally no ore developed for eamp­

J1Dg and measur1ng , but 1ndioatlons are that Bubstautlal ton­

nage aoul d be proved up at oompa ratl '9'e1y small expense , partia­

ularly onder the southern seot10n 01' 'I m upper 1 eYel. 

fhe eq ulpmellt oonsists of three old arlne type 

Os Eng1nes , a 300 ' giant oompressor, • lO-stamp mill , and a 

·fe. buildings. The maohlnery ie probably of 11tt le or no v.lue 

and aould not be operated with eoonomy. although it rjight be 

fixed up to perait exploratlon aDd development. 

The p~p.rty h beeD .%amin 4 oasually by Sim­

kins who took a tewaampl whioh ve good results . :rJ:le pre8-

ent owner , ld.ohIDond , is .nx~;OllS to mako • de.l and app rs to 

b reasonable. ~-/ou14g11te pleat1 oftlme to ex.asine am sample 

the plVperty under option and tben lease and bond on rOYalt7 

w1th purohaee prioe to be determlned later. 

:lOTE:- I Try to obtain a4dl tional information from 
Gohrlng and S1mkins , also some 0 r the old­
tlmers in re8oott , am if tbis is fayorable 
an examinat10n m1ght seem justified.) 
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CLDLAX 

(Iote b1 G. M. Colvocoress8s) 

October, 1937. 

I visited this mine on Apr1l 15, 1932 with Geo. Harbauer 

and w. could only rind small pillars and end o~ ore shoots in the 

upper workings, whiCh app~ared to be worth mining. they represented 

a. Tf?ry small t .onnage. 

!he lower workings were not aecessible and there was no 

evidenoe ot values elsewhere in the sur~aoe ot the claims. 

I cono1.uded too t the property was only sui ta.ble tor sma11 

scale operations by lessees. 

DuX"ing the past tour years two or three unsuocessful 

attempts have been made to operate and e. small mill has been erected. 

A third similar attempt 1s being made at the present time 

but I have no int'ormation regardIng its progress. 

I do not consider the mine attractive, altho there 1s a 

oonsiderable area of mineral1zed ground whioh has some possibilities. 



Note Re Climax Mine 

1/25/38 

David Brooks says t ha t last ye a r when he visi ted Prescot t , 

.Tohn Russell to ld him t13.at he was milling at the Climax 25 tons 

of $12.00 ore per day - ~~ 300. 00 and producing 6 60ns of $ 3 . 00 

c oncentrates " er wee k = ';1800 : 86% recovery (wbich is reasonable 

if mill work ed ? days per week on thi s basis.) 

That hi s profit was $1000 per week or say $ 50 , 000 per annum . 

Cost of e uipme n t $15000 . 

(All the above is probably rubbis h as I greatly doubt if the 

mill ever ran steadily, if th e ore ever aver'aged "12 . 00 per ton or 

if the cos t s of min i ng , milling ~~c . were as lo w as $ 4 . 60 per ton) 

G.VI . C. 



... 

one oarload of concentrates shipped to Humboldt in 

1912 had the following analysisJ I 

Au. a e.e, 0. z • 

Ag. • 0.7 oz. 

au. :: 0.9 ~ 

Fe. e 31.0% 

s. II 22.~ 

Insol. = 35.~ 
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CLIMAX GOLD MIl~ 

Interview with Hobert 'I' ruman - April 24, 1931, 

now employed by the Pacific Coast Adjustment ~ureau, uuhrs 

1'ower. 

Truman has only a dtm recollection of property 

8S h'is f"athe·r Ie It there abo ut 1912 when he was only 14 years 

old. Be lieves that his father had a good opinion of t he pro­

perty and would have . liked to return to operate same under 

lease, but could not get along with the company which then own­

ed the mine, whi ch was a fly-by-night affair. 

Says that the. 01 d workings near the. top of the 

hill produoed some very high grade are, but alwaws from small 

pockets. iihere is a strong vein from 21 to 4' wide wi th good 

hanging wall and foot wall, but the ore ocours in irregular 

shoots g.enerally very narrow and always associated with quartz. 

Between the shoots the vein filling is ~uite 

barren. J . K. . 'liruman was Superintendent from 1902 to 1905 or 

1906 and then had a lease on a po rt ion of the mine above the 

'4 level and took out some good ore, more than paying expenses. 

At the same time the Dunoanboys of Prescott leased above the 

ff 3 level and made their lease pay, but both outfits had trouble 

with the owners and quit about 19l2~/<~Q,:~ik~ '£~ , 
tlob Truman t hinke that there should be s orne very 

good are still remaining below the fou rth 1 evel and down t a the 

5th levJ~~lPhides oame in, and he does not know anything 

oonce~ning the value of the. sulphides as these oould not be 
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Climas Gol d Mine - 2 - April 24, 1931. 

/ , 
/ handl ad with profit in the stamp-mill with whieh the property 

'l'he last work done by J. K. . i'ruman for lihe com-

,I 
was equipped. 

pany was deve lopment on t be 5th I evel where the ground was hard 

and this work should not be badly caved and would probably give 

informat ion ooncerning the siz.e and va lue 0 f the sulphides. 

Truman knows nothing conoerning the Tellurides. 

On this property there is a large porphyry dike 

some 60 1 or more in width, whi oh 'j:ruman thinks carried gold to 

the value of ~4 or ~5 per ton. ilhis might represent a large 

tonnage and oould pro 'bably be cheaply mined, but was never con­

sidered as ore when the property was operat ed s inoe they could 

not handle any rock tha.t ran less than ;W25,,"Wi'&h the g:rfll'iii-e. 

There are a number of faults whioh out through the vein and 

which made mining expensive and money obtained from mining the 

rich pockets in the upper levels was generally spent in looking 

for th e n ext po cket. 

'l'he value 0 f this property would appear to de-

pend upon th e size and grade 0 f t be s ulphi de ore in the lower 

levels and mining below the river level might be expensive on 

acoount of water. 

'llhe porphyry dik.e should also receive attention 

if it is as large as iiruman thinks and mining oosts in we rking 

the porphyry should be very low. 
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NOTES ON CLIMAX GOLD MINE 

From int&rview with present owner, J. H. Rich-

22, 1931. 

. Property consists of four mining claims sta ke.d 

by Riohmond 1 ast year a fter the old company vbi ch owned twalve 

unpatented mining claims had failed to do the assessment work 

for several years. 
l 'f 

Located about ... miles southeast of Prescott 

on the Hassayampa River. Road to property turns off from White 

Spar .J:{oad about one mile south of Glen Oaks. Road is too rough 

for an auto and it is about two milas from the highway to the 

mine. whioh is located just aaross the river from tb:t old oamp 

and po stoffia-e of Catoctin. 

Property was wo rk ad in the 80s 0 r thereabout s 

and soma hi gh grade ore sai d to have been &xtracted. Aoquired 

about 1903 by the Climax Gold Mining Company of Los Angel&8 9 

and J. K. Truman was Superintendent for them, Daniel Bessler 

was i'oreman. 

.1 

Vein Is deve loped by adi t levels wit h Ilailees spd 

winses
9 

and about 3,000 1 of underground work was oarried out, 

the stopes having produaed, it is said, upwards of $250,000 in 

ore. ~roperty was surveyed in 1912 by W.M. Warra of ~reBcottt 

who made maps o:l':I'ered by 1<iohmond. (Ii.u ~ ~ Jb-~ /0/"4.... 
/Y41.. 

Apparently eX-17overnor louis Wolfley of Arizona 0 
. ~J~ 

was intimately connected with the property from 1903 to 1908. 
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~otes on Olimax Mine - page- 2. Apr il 22, 1931. 

In 1915 Tr lInan took a lease on the property and 

operated for one year taking out a little high grade ore. 

The vein is developed on three levels and to a 

depth of upwards of 300' below the s urfaca~ The upper 1 evel is 
-

quite long but the southern seotion is oaved and tiiohmond thinks 

that the best ore will be found in this southern part of the pro­

perty. The 200 ' level is about 400' long and only a little work 

was done on the 300 I level~ which is apparemt.ly now inaocessi ble. 

High grade ore runing several hundred dollars a ton appears to 

oocur in narrow stringers from 3" to lOW in width. Wolfley men­

tions on the 300' level an 8" vein assaying ~OO and 6(P furtmr 

on in the tunnel a width of 6 1 or 7' of , lower grade ore. Also 
~ 

mentions that in the y have a length of 70' of 

ore 10" wide assaying , 65 and a oonsiderable width of wall rock 
<t. running :jp15. ln the Olimax Drift they ha'N. 100' length of :jji60 

'1~ . 
ore, widt h not stated. In 1908 one

A 
'barJ of gOld~ shipped to 

L~ ~ 
the .lVLint, weighYlg nearly 75 ounces, and .yiel d:i:-Bg :jji lZ65. 

Only part of the values were in free milling gold 

and it is recorded that most of the ore was in the form of 

tellurides, principally a telluride of gold and copper, and a 

geologist compared too conditions to those at lJ,'elluride, lJolorado, 

and mentioned that the barren ~ikes of volcanic rock which 

out t hI" oug h the formation are very Similar to the trap rock found 

in 1.'elluride. 
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Notes on ~limax Mine - page 3 April 22. 1931. 

fhere appears to be also some sulphides and the 

efforts to treat the ore only by free milling were uDsatisfac­

tory, the tailings often containing f16 or ~17 value per ton. 

All the 1 eve Is of the mine are now aooessible 

but t he ladders are down in the 01 d stopes in which t here is a 

oonsiderable tonnage of fill of unk.nown value, but ldchmond 

thinks that the fines in b()th the fills ~nd the dumps ooul d be 

worked over with profit. 

There is practically no o,e developed for samp­

~ing and measuring, but indioations are that substantial ton­

nage ooulq be proved up at compaxatively small expense, partic­

ularly under the southern section of t h3 upper level. 

~.'he eq oipme nt oonsists 0 f three old Marine type 

~as Engines, a 300' ~iant oompressor, a 10-stamp mill, and a 

few buildings. The maohinery is probably of little or no value 

and could not be operated with eoonomy, although it Ijight be 

fixed up to permit exploxation aDd development. 

The property has been examined oasually by Sim-

kins who took a few sampl es whi ch gave goo.d results. ih e pres­

ent owner, .tdohmond, is anxious to make a deal and appears to 

be reasonable. Would give pleIIty of time to exaDiine and sample 

the property under option and then lease and bond on royalty 

with purohase price to be determined later • 

.L~OTE :-
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Virg1nia Dare Mine 
(Formerly lCnown as 'Ebe Climax Jl1net 

Yavapai Oount7 
ArIzona 

June 18th 1931 

)(e s sr s • Ri chmond " Petty 
Pho.n1x~ Ar~%ona 

'Gentlemen:-

!he tollowing is a Summary ot the intormatlon I have been 

able to gather r egarding the Vir~inia Dare GrouP. ~ormerly known aa 

'the Cl1aax II1ne. '!his 'data has been complIed tl-om what racords 

are at hand oovering the operations o~ the Climax Company, a v1sit 

to the propert y,. and a brIe1' interview w1th Mr. J. • aara of 

Presoott, Arizona who was conneoted with th1s Company in an advisory 

capacIty tor many years. 

LOCATION: • 

ElevatIon 4700'. !'he group of seven unpatented olaims are 

situated In the Haseayampa MinIng DIstrIct, Yavapai County, Arl~ona, 

about 16 m1les South ot Prescott, the County Seat and 4 miles east 

ot the Phoenix-Prescott Highway. It is within an area that has 

been highly productive in gold, SUver, Copper and some lead, the 

gold predom1nating. 

!he adjacent district. 170m Congre 3 8 and Ootave on the South, 

through Presoott, Senator, Bigbug, Kayer, Mccabe, and Walker Poland, 

to and 1ncludi ng the Jerome Quadrangle to the Northeast, have been 

important factors in the development of the mineral wealth ot 

Ar1zona, and are cred1ted with a total production of over one. hal.t' 

Bill10n Dollars. 

PHYSICAL ASPECTS:' 

t'he Virgin1a Dare holdings 11e in the Northern sect10n or 
the Hassa7ampa Rlver drainage basin and present an aspect ot rugged 

and abrupt contours 1n a highly fractured. zone 1n the BradshaW' 

Geolog1cal struoture, !he surrace 1s cut b y the deep canyon of the 

river and numerous s1de gulches and 1s covered with a dense grow'h 

ot ehapparral. It Is, however, outside the limite of the forrested 

areas and m1ne timbers and lumber will need be hauled 1n to the propert7 

from adjoining distrIcts, a tew mlles distant. 
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!'be deep gorge of the Hastt8.7ampa at this point affords a 

very good tunnelslte 1nto the ore zones of' the prope~tl'J o~ which 

advantage bas been taken in the developments and operations of the 

f'ormer owners. o. 5 drift, a crosscut of some 500 :rt, cuts the velns­

at a deth of aoo ft. be10w the crest of the t1rst western uplift 

1n the canyon wa.l..1. 

EQUIPJlENft 

. There is on the property at the portal of No. {) llunnel, 

a ten stamp mIll with a 9 x 11 Blake Crusher and two amalgamating 

plates. The two concentrating tables have been dlsmanteled. 'The 

batteries are dr1ven by a 25 H P Cor11ss DIesel Engine a 12 H P 

Corliss Diesel drives and. Crusher. 'Two Cha.llenge tappet driven ore 

teeders and various belt1ng, .Shaftlng and pulleys complete the mill. 

equipment. A 300 cu. ft. Giant Air Compressor and air receiver 

are in a separate 'buIlding at the tunnel portal. !his is dr1ven 

by a 40 H P Corliss deieel.. All of' this machinery is 1n good condi­

tIon and can be put in runn1ng order with a little overhauling and 

very little replacements. A Blackamlth shop with forge, bellows, 

vise, anVil. and aome other miscellaneous tools and some hundreds 

of teet of used rail are on the l.ower dump • . 

In addit10n to the mill bUildIng, po,wer house and black­

smith shop there are: Boarding house,. assay o1'tiee, :3 bunk houses.,. 

cellar and out-hoDes. All the drltt.s have 12 lb. ~al1 tracks 1n 

place and there are three ore ears and track scale at No~ 5 tunnel •. 

A cQokstove and so~e kItchen and table ware are 1n the boarding house. 

Accomodations tor a crew o'f 30 men can be readily provided with a 

small amount of rec1amatlon and repairs on these buildings. !he 

timbers 1n the mill are hewn and in a fair state of preservation 

and w1ll serve as a nuol.eous tor a new structure. 

DEVELOPllEN'St 

About 5.000. lineal t~et ot ,d;r1.tt t :Crosscuts and ra1ses are 

shown on the amps of the proper·ty. The vein exposures are shown 

in the C11max, Cub, L10n and leppardfor about 2,000 teet. !he 

Total depth reaohed 1s some 600 teet. About l~ ot the ore as shown 
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In the drIfts on the veins has been stoped. Details are shown on 

the maps to whl.oh reference 1s made. 

GEOLOGI': 

!he Geology or the Bradshaw ~adrange was studied in minute 

detall 1n the early days by .Ja.ger and Pa1ache (Pamphlet 126). and 

late, ln 1926, by Lindgren (U.S. G •. B.) Bul. #782) . tfbe dala complIed 

in these reconno1ssanees,togtlther wIth the knowledge gaIned in over 

40 years of intens1ve ()per-at1ona in the se distriots, makes the local 

features of the vein structure and condItions fairly we'll known 

and removes many .of ~he elements of speculation and oonJecture trom 

new explorations in this field. 

Br1e1"ly, the geological aspects at thls property are as 

follo.WlIt !be holdings 11e 1n an area of the Yavapai Formation tbat 

is made. uP, in large part, by Soh1stose Groundm~ss, intruded by 

dykes and sheets or- granodi orIte and a gne1sso1dal ilenticular) 

phase of the rh-yollte . ~1s' latter. with a Brecciated andesIne 

schist, quartz and some caloite. makes up the vein :fil11ng. While ' 

the intrusives are dense and more or less blocky, the sch18t~slt7 

extends lnto them and into the fissure aggregates . !'he mole area 

opened up by the workings 1s much t-aul ted, and two major tau 1 ts 

are shown on the map; the .one to the south beIng along or near the 

contact of the schist with a zone ot diabase in the Leppard Claim. 

!hls formation, while apparently containing the south extension ot 

the Lien FIssure, with l1ttle or no displacement, present ore in­

olosures dltferrlng .trom these found in the schists, and the values 

are mainly 1n a. tell1.lrlde' oomplext said to contain some copper. No 

samples or specimens of this were ~ound, however~ ~ntormatlon given 

wa s derived trom ~he ,e1d records ot' the Climax Companj . the workings 

in this part. of' the mine are at this time, 1naocessible . · 

VEINS AND ORE MINERALS: 

Due to the broken nature of the ground, 1 t 18 diff1cult 

to determine the exact number of ¥e1ns and ore-bearing fissures, 

d,ykea and faults disclosed 1n the workings on this property . One 

ma.in vein, with a general course North 24° west, through the ClImax, 
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Cub, Lion and Leppard Claims is apparent. !his has a dip to the 

east 700 1n the upper horizons and at the Ho. 5 tunnel is near11 

vertical. Displaeements of 20 to 40 teet were noted at the two 

major faults with little or none along the smaller slips and the 

several dykes shown. A rather fla t injection of white quartz 16 

seen in the Yookey drift on N·o. 5 level. 1'b1s cuts tbe flsRure 

but ita effeot, if tl~y ,~ on the ore occurrence 1s. not apparent. 

Seggregated blocks containing ore lenses appear 1n several crosscuts. 

Seepages are found, .coming into the lower level from the east trom 

an area that was crosscut by the main adit to the north, indicating 

a migration of minerals ~rom this part ot the mine. 'rhese seepages 

show the ox1des ot iron and manganese I with some tluori te t inclofled 

in chalcedic inorustations on the wall of the drift, Mentlon is 

made of some black dyke in connection with the tellur ides in the 

records of the old company. these presumably, 1n the diabase area 

to the pouth. 

All the exposures in the mine" trom the surface down to 

the 500 toot level, show both oxide and sulphide ores, and it 1s fair­

ly certain that the bottom of the transition zone has not been reaCh­

ed. As it is still some 100 teet· or more to the canyon floor, it 

is likely that any secondary aggr~gates will be below this point, and 

that tree gold milling ore may be e·xpe.cted to the 1,000 f'eo-t level. 

The water table appears Jus1; above the 500 level, and a small tlow 

runs out this tunnel to the surface . 

No copper or lead minerals were noted in the upper part 

ot the mine, near the surface in the Lion ground, above a s111 con­

taining some dissem.inated ar-seno-pyrl t-e, a depositIon area was ex .. 

posed, showing a wonderfUl range of colors in the arsenite complexes 

in connection with some tluorite. !he compositlon of these was not 

determined and they have no apparent signIf1cance with respect to 

the value factor in the ore. 

ECONOMIC ASPEO'lS: 

!fa samples wer.e taken at the time ot this examination. 

Access was bad, however, to some recent assays on samples trom varioUS 



• 

parts ot the mine and the m.1ne and taIlings dump. These include 

several taken in the back of the north 1'ault some 100 teet east ot 

the Li~n - Cub vein. !be returns were trom 9.00 to $15.00 per ton 

in gold. Samples o,f the solld arsene-pyrites showed $20.00, $25.00 

and $29.60. Some d1sse.JD1nated pyrite, $12.40, fen inches at the 

foot of the air raise, $53.60. west dump tlnes~ ta.40, tines from 

dump under tramwa.y. $18.00 to $20.00, A specialsa.mple from the 

lower drift. 88.00; mUl. tailings $3.20. All values g1ven are tor 

gold only, the silver ratio is low. 

A copy of a smelter settlement sheet shows assay as 

tollows; Gold t56.00, Silver 0.7 oZ; Copper, O.9~; Iron, 3l.0~; 

Insoluble, 57.54~. Details ot settlement not shown •. 

It bas been estimated that the various dumps, screened to 

minus 1 1nch, will yIeld some 3.000 tons or ore ot 10.00 grade (gold). 

Old letters show: Floor of Yockey Drift, 70 ft. long, 10 

inohes wl1ie. 65.00 Ol.tmax Drift 100 .ft. long 60.00. Vein f1l1ing 

$15.00. Eight inches in winze (telluride in Leppard) 300.00, 6 to 

? feet alongside, "low gradeD. 

Mint returns, 1 bar 73.72 ozs, $1,372.88. 

Referenoe is also made in the old let t ers t ,o ores of 

#2,000 and $4,000 va~ue per ton and to one shipment of three sacks 

that returned some 1,500.00. Most of the tonnage mined was milled, 

with a resultant concentra te that as shipped to the smelter, as 

was also the sorted sulphides from the crude ore. 

An e1eotric power line is within six mIle s of the propert1'. 

Water for milling can be had tram the Hassayampa River' and from deeper 

wea-kings in the mine. !he south taul t throws a spring that can be 

developed for domestic use with graVity tlow to the camp. 

In the interview with Mr. Warra, he stated that during 

the early operations at this property only that development incidental 

to reaching the high grade lenses and pipes wa s carx-ied on, and no 
, 
~,.stematlc attempts were made by the owners to properly explore 

the ground. He stated further that the better grades of ores were 

round near the faults but that the rejects left in the mine at that 

¢ 
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~lme would be profitable no with proper Metallurgical processes 

and eftIcient operatlng equIpment. !he ~oneentrates made in the 

mill and the sorted crude ores (SulphIdes) that were shipped to 

the smelter always gave satisfactory returns, He Characterized the 

vein as a conta.ct betwee'n two faces ot the schlst. 

RECOlWENDAT'IONS: 

!hese would Inolude the cleaning out of those entrances 

and passageways into the mine that are now blocked and a complet.e 

sampling of all the ore exposed. 1'he ground stands well a~ter many 

years Without timbers, and the only places that are blocked are where 

the gobs have run into some of the raises and dr1ft8 . 

A survey ot the north Najar rault to det rmlne at What 

point it wllllrOSS the canyon below the mill wlthhe view to startIng 

a st111 lower ad1 t into the veln system,. !'his would develope an7 

ores in the fault itself and is a good llne of prospecting as this 

fault Shows values in the upper horizon. It would also pick up 

any fissures that may exist 1n the eastern area . If the &lrvey 

should prove that this propc sed tunnel wauld be longer than the 

depth atta1ned would warrent~ heavier compressor equipment should 

be installed and sinking begun. 

Metallurglcal te'st shoulil be ma.de to determlne a proper 

f10w sheet tor the orea so tar developed Nld a plant commensurate 

with the indicated tonnage already developed Should be errected. !hIs 

could be aoarranged that addi'tional un! ts could be added when cond1-

'tions demanded 1 t . 

A complete assay and laboratory eqUipment should be at the 

property and any values that may be in the many faults,. dykes 

bedding planes and slips as well as the veln f1ssures ~nd offset 

lenses and' blocks that are shown by the present development~ deter­

mined. 

CONCLUSION : 

In the light of the foregoing outline of the conditions 

that prevail at the Virginia Dar~ property, it 1s apparent that it 

has aspects ot unusual mer1t and presents a rare opportunity for a 
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sate and sound mining investment. !he past history. while rather 

fragmentary and .vague. is evidence of a profItable enterpr1se 

oover1ng a period ot many years. Working cond1tlons and natural 

facilities are exceptional, and with the efficiency of present day 

engineering practice and me tallurgical processes, this property has 

attractive features that are hard to tind elsewhere in the mIning 

fIeld. 

Signed~; __ O_.~K~·_!wi~b~b~e~t~ts~· ~~ 
ueta'I!urglst 

• • * * • • * • * * • • 
Value of sample s taken trom the Climax IUne 

Virginia Dare COmpany 

by Mr. J. H. Richmond 

General _... - - - ... - ... • - - - - ... 

est- J)JJnp -. - - -- -- - - - - ..... .,. - -

Heads 

Ooncentrates - - - - - - - _ ..,. - - -

12 Heads ..,. - -- - - - - - - - ..,. - -

SulfIde in sack ... - - - ... - ... ... - - -

Qu~zsite ... ..,. - - - - ... - ..,. - ..,. ...... 

13 East Dump -- - - - ... - ... ... - ... -

!ails 

12 50 ft. East - - - ... - - - ... - ... -

300 level. - - ... .. - - - ... - .. - .., - ... 

Gold ... Ounces 

4.40 

.42 

.76 

35.25 

27.70 

.62 

.02 

.55 

.16 

1.68 

1.48 
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OLIIIAX 

(Bote 07 G. J(. aolvocoreeaea) 

tober, 1937,. 

I Y1t111ted thl. mlne on AprIl 15, 1932 with 0$0. Harbauer 

and W Gould oraly rind 1 pUlars and. end ot ore shoots 1n the 

upper wo~klngat lob appeared to bs worth nt1nlntiJ' !'hey represented 

'fery 1 t?onnage .. 

!he 10 . ar worktilgs e,r-e not aoce sible and th re Via. no 

evidence of Tal1l8 s elS'elfher in the urtace of the ala! 8 . 

t ooncl.uded tba t the property va only s 1 table tor small 

so 1 opera tion by US eel., 

During the past tour year "0 or ~e unsuccesatul 

tte pte have been ade ~o operate and a small 8111 baa been $r$oted. 

third 81 llar atte pt 18 be1ng ada at the present time 

but I have no 1ntoraatlon re~<u.ng l' . progrea .. 

. I do not conslder the mlne attr ct1ve~ altho the~ 1s a 

con side ble area of 1nua11z.ed gr<>und which has 80 poe lbl11tles. 

------>/ 



CLIMAX GOLD MINE 
J 

Interview ~ i th Robert Truman - April 24, 1931, now 

employed by the Paol~10 ~oaat Adjustment Bureau, Luhrs Tower . 

Truman has only a dim recollection of property as his 

f a ther left there about 1912 when he was only 14 years old. Believes 

tha t his f a thpr had a good opinion at the property and ould have 

liked to return to opera te same under lease, but could not get 

along w1 th the company wh1ch then owned the mine, which was a. fly­

by-night affair . 

Saya tha t , the old work lngs near the top of the hill pro­

duced so e very high grade ore, but allays from small pockets . 

'!'here is a strong vein from 2 1
• to 4' wide ith good hanging wall 

and foot wall, but the ore oocurs in irregular shoots genera lly very 

narrow and alwayS assooiated with quartz . 

Between the shoots the vein filling is quite barren. J . ~ . 

Truman was Supe-rlntendent from 1.902 to 1905 or 1906 and then had 

a lease on a portion ot the mi ne above the #4 level and took out 

Bome good ore~ more than paying expenae~. At the same tlme the 

Duncan boys of Prescott l eased above the 1/3 level and made their 

lease pay. but both outfits had trouble with the owners and quit 

about 1912, When Martin took it over . 

Bob Truman thinks that there should be some ver y good ore 

still rema1n1ng bel0 .~ :the fourth l eve l and down to the 5th level 

where sulphides came in , and he does not know anything concern1.ng 

the value of the sulphidea as these could not be handled with profit 

ln the stamp-mill wi th which the property as equipped. '!'he last 

work done by J . X. Truman for the company was deve10pment on the 5th 

level where the ground was hard and this work should not be badly 

caved and would probably give 1nformation concerning the size and 

value of the sulphides. Truman knows nothing coneernlng the ~ellur-

1des. 

On this property there is a large porphyry dike some 60 ' 

or more in wldth l hlch Truman thinks oarried gold to the value of 

$4 or 5 per ton . This might represent a l arge tonnage and could 
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probably be oheaply mined, but was never considered as ore when 

the property was operated since lhey could not band Ie any rook tha~ 

ran less than $25 with the granite. There are a number ot taul~8 

which cut through the vein and whioh made aining expens1.e and 

money 0 talned trom mining the rioh pookets in the upper levels was 

generally spent 1n looking tor the next pooke'~ 

'l'he valUe 0'1 th!s property would appear to d$pend upon the 

size and grade of the sulphide ore ~n the lower levels and m1ning 

below the river level might be expensive on aocount ot water. 

The porphyry d1ke Should also receive attention i~ it 1. 

as large as Truman thinks and mining oosts 1n work1ng the porphyry 

should 1be Very low • 

• • * . ". * •• * ••• * * 
NOTES ON OL'XMAX GOLD MINE 

From interview with present owner, J. H. RiChmond, April 

22, 1931. 

Property oonsists ot tour m1ning claims staked by Riohmond 

last year atter the old company whioh owned twelve unpatented mining 

olaims had faUed to do the assessinent work tor several years. 

Looated about ten miles southeast ot Presoott on the 

Hasaayampa River. Road to property turne otf trom White Spar Road 

about one mile south of Glen Oake. !toad. ie too r~ugb tor an auto 

and it is about two miles trom the highway to the mine whioh 1s 

looate4 Just aer088 the r1ver from the old Camp &nd postoffloe ot 

Catootin. 

Property wae worked 1n the So's or t~ereaboute and 80me 

high grade o~e said to have been extracted. Acquired about 1903 

by the Olimax Gold Mining Oompany of Loe Angeles, and J. K. Truman 

was Super1ntendent tor them, Daniel Bessler was Foreman. 

Veln 1sdeveloped by ad it levels With ra1ses a.nd. w1nzes, 

a.nd about 3,000. ot underground work was oarried out. the stapes 

having produoed, it is said, upwards ot $250,000 1n ore. Property 

was surveyed 1n 1912 b W. M. Wa.rrs. ot Presoott, who made maps 

ott. red by lUt.)bJnond. 



Apparently ex-Governor Louis Wolfley of Arizona was 

intimately conneoted with the property trom 1903 to 1908. 

In 1915 fruman took a lease on the property and opera'ed 

tor one year tak.lng out a 11 ttle high grade ore . 

the vein i9 developed on three l evels and to 5 depth ot 

upwards of 300" be,lowthe Elul'"tace. !he upper level is quite long 

but thEi southern section 1s oaved and Riohmond th1nlts that the 

beat ore will be toun4 1n this southern part of the property . The 

200 ' level is about 400. long and only a little .ork was done on the 

300 ' level, which ls apparently now inacoessible. High grade ore 

running several hundred dollars a ton appears to ocur in narrow 

stringers from 3'" to 10" in width. Wolfley mentions On the 300 ' 

lev,l an ,S" ve'ln assaying 300 and 60 ' further on 1n the tunnel a 

width of 6' or 7 1 of lower grade ore. Also mentions tha t in the 

Yaqui Drift they have a length of 70 ' of ore 10tt wide assaying $66 

and a consIderable liidth of (fall rook runnIng $15 . ' In theCllmax 

Drift they have loo t length of $60 ore, width not stated. In 1908 

one bar of gold was ahipp$d to the Mint, weighing nearly 75 ounces, 

and yielding $1385 . 

Only part of the va.lues were in tree milling gold and it 

is reoQrded that most of the ore was 1n the torm ot tel1urides~ 

pr1ncipally a tellurIde of gold and copper. and a geologIst oompared 

the conditions to those at Telluriue, Oolorado. and mentioned that 

the barren rock dikes of voloanI0 rook wh1ch out through the tormation 

are very etmilar to the trap rOQk found 1n 'elluride. 

!here appears to be also some sulphides and the efforts 

to tt'8at, the ore only by tree milllng 1; ere un atisfaQtory, the tail .. 

1ngs often oontaining ,16 or $17 value per ton. 

All the levels of the mine are now aace'ssible but the ladders 

are down in the old stopes in which there 1s a oons1derable tonnage 

of fill or unknown value. but Richmond thinks that the tines 1n 

both the tll~B and the dumps oould be worked oYer with profit . 

There is practioally no ore developed for sampling and 

measuring, but indioations are that substantial ~onnage could be 
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proved up at oomparatively amall expense, partlcularly under the 

southern eeQtlon of the upper lavel. 

'!'he equ1pment oonsists ot three old Uarlne type GaB Engine., 

a 30qt g1ant compreesol""t a lO ... stamp mill, a.nd a tew buildings. !he 

machinery is probably of little or no value and could not be operated 

with economy, although it might be fixed up to permit exploration 

and development. 

The pX'operty has been examined oasually by Simkins who 

took a tew samples whioh ~ave good results. The present owner, 

Richmond. 1e anxious to make a deal and appeal's to be reaeonable. 

Would give plenty ot tilDe .to examine and l!Iample the property under 

option and then lease and bond on :royalty with pu):'Chase price to 

be determined later. 

NOTEl- ('try to obtaln add1tional information from 
Oohring an¢ Simkins, allo some of the old­
timers in 'reflCott, and it this is f'avorable 
an examblation m1ghtseem Just1fied.), 
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Val ue of samples taken from the Climax Mine 
Virginia Dare Compa ny 

Genere1-

Vest Dump 

Heads 

Conoen trate s -

#2 Heads 

Sulfide in saok 

Quartzsi te 

#3 Ee st Dump -

Tails 

#2 50 ft. Rest 

300 level 

-
-

by Mr . J. H. Riohmond 

Gold - Ounoes 

4.40 

.42 

.76 

36.25 

27.70 

.62 

.02 

.55 

.16 

1.68 

1.48 


