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__MINING LEASE AND OPTION

; THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into this first day of
November, 1935, by end between MRS, MARION B. AUBERT of Miami,
Florida, hereinafter called FIRST PARTY and A. T . RUSSELL, of
Kirkland, Arizona, hereinafter called SECOND PARTY.

WHEREASS
The First Party is the legal owner of certain patentgd

Lode Mining Claims, situated in the Walnut Grove Mining District,
Yavapai County, Arizona, the Unites States Fatents whereof are re-
corded in the office of the County Recorder of Yavapai County, reference

being hereby made to said record for & more particular description

thereof, namely:

Contact Number I
Contact Number 2
Bavy Number 1
Navy Number 2
Navy Number 3
Navy Number 4
Nugget

Slipper

Growler
Harrison
Hillside
Magsachusstits
Big White

Blue Bird
Sentinel
Hornspoon
Morning Star
. Sunshine
Morning Light
Black Bird

and the Second Farty is desirous of obtaining an operating lease and
option to purchase these premises.

NOW THEREFORE, THIS AGREEMENT WITNESSETH AS FOLLOWE:

Thet the parties hereto, in consideration of One Dollar
(§1.00) ,(receipt of which is hereby acknowledged) dnd of the premises
and the covenants and the conditions hereinafter set forth, to be
kept and performed by them, do hereby agree as followss

ARTICLE I
TERM O A5 {D OPTION
Firet Party does by these presents, lease, demiss and let
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Future wark, - 1f undertaken, - would loglcally be confined to the
better showings on the lﬁlack Bird and Massachusetts and to prospecting
for Copper by shaft or drills, the porphyry area in the Northern part
of the property. BSuch ‘work could not result in Axiltlma-te._ ﬂnaaélal
orofi t unless 1t. diacloaed either s high grmade veln of Goli ore

__ ar better, per ton,) or a large body of lower
grade Gold ore, (say s:atoo or better per ton, ) or of Cooper ore
{averaging 3% or better). The present evidence is againgt t}’n ,
probability of accomplishing any of these resullta‘ and , um:e:’ pré&eat
conditions, no Tair trial of the poss_i—b‘i‘llt.i es could be made with an
expenditareof less than $25,000.00 to $30,000.00. Thls outla; would
be a mining gaﬂdle', pare énd simple, and in my Judgm:xt the ‘ehances
of success do not Justify the venture. e

Considering the results of former prospecting and develop-
ment in this District end 1t's mining history to date; considering
the geological roﬁation ‘and the record of work dme elmm}e,,,QMer
similar conditions; considering especkally the :I..afckv of tﬂwaﬁh'w—
face '1ndicat1qns= amd of pay value sf in practically all the present
showings, as dets-rni"ned by exam-inatio'n and” saﬁ,ole_a-, I cannct adviee
thet any further dsvelopment should be umdertaken at bmaent,‘or‘any
effort made to search for ore bodies which may not exist.
RECOMMENDATION S

it is my advice that this property beuld with no expense
other than the small amount involved in paying taxes, in the expecta-
tion that sooner or later, with improvement in the Coonper market, other
mNﬂll undertake to deveIOp the Zonta and MecMahon elaims and
to open up the Bistrict on a substantial scale. If mh"wcrk ah'ould
result favorably, advantage could be teken of the Oonrtunity, either
to carryon further development on the Bragg claims, under more favorable
working conditions and 1in the light o»f sub‘seguenﬁr discoveries, or
more probably thls group of claims might be disposed of, with advantage,
to parties who might have undertaken mining operations ln'thei-r viecinity.
(signed) G. M. Colvocoresses

Mining Enginle.er

Humboldt, Arizona
June 21st, 1924.




February 27, 1947

Mrs, Marion B, Aubert
Apartment 5-1

375 Park Avenue

New York, New York

: RE: Bragg Estate Claims
Dear Mrs, Aubert:

The field engineer who covers the northern part of the state
for the Arizona Bureau of Mineral Resources has come to Phoenix
apd as I had requested, he gave me some information this morning
concerning the Moyer Gold Mine which is in the vicinity of your
mining claims, Apparently only a small amount of work had been
done on this property before the war, and it was not active from
1942 until a short time ago when a few men were employed to
resume development, and a small production of ore has been made
and shipped by truck. ;

This work is continuing but so far as my informant could
tell, no sensational discoveries had been made, and operations
are carried out on a very small scale, He promised to try to
visit the propertiy personally at some time during the next three
or four weeks and subsequently to advise me more definitely as
to the conditions.

Meantime you may be interested to learn that one of the
large mining companies plans to have an investigation of this
entire district carried out in the near future by some of their
field engineers and geologists, and I have brought your property
to their attention so thet they promise to look this over in
conjunction with the claims formerly owned by the Hammon Copper
Company and other claims in that vicinity. I do not anticipate
that this work will be completed for some three or four months,
but I will keep you informed concerning any developments which
may come to my attention. I presume that you duly received the
reports and maps which were sent to you on February 14, 1947.

Yours very truly,

sz m v "V;.v =)

e



March 17, 1947

Mrs, Marion B, Aubert Al Al
Apartment 5-1 AN Joate
375 Park Avenue
New York, New York

RE: Bragg Estate Claims
Dear Mrs. Aubert:

This will acknowledge your letter of March 10 written from i;t

Miami, Florida, and should you still be in the south, I presume that el

my letter will be forwarded. é?%;,/
: Before attempting to answer the many questions in your letter,

let me remind you that it is now more then 10 years since I had any-

thing to do with the operations on your property and I have not had

any occasion to visit that particular area in the meantime; therefore

you must realize that I am not in a position to make any statements

excepting those of a very general nature or such as are based upon

knowledge that may be considerably out of date.

: In reference to the tonnage of placer gravel existing on your
claims, you are quite correct in stating that on January 26, 1934, 1
wrote you that after having made a very casual inspection of the
placer ground, I estimated thet there were at least 10,000 cubie
yards and perhaps a very much larger quantity. Later on in that
year I made & much more thorough inspection of the placer gravel and
took some measurements and samples so that I was able to advise you
on November 30, 1934, that there were some 50,000 cubic yards of

. gold bearing gravel on your claims lying along Flacerita Gulch and
its tributaries and that some of this gravel had a value of about
'$1.00 a yard at the new price of gold, but that the average value
could only be determined by quite extensive testing.

I will confirm this last statement, assuming that no one
has since removed any large quantity of placer gravel from your
property and in respect to testing such an area this can only be
accomplished in a scientific manner by putting down a large number
of test pits or churn drill holes from surface to bedrock and washing
the samples which are secured from these excavations.

Some years ago I was connected with the investigation of a
similar piece of placer ground which was found to contain some
60,000 cubic yards and the cost of this investigation was about
$4,500 but the same amount of work could not be done today for less
than $7,000.

Much larger sums of money have been spent to test out more
extensive placer areas but if the work is to be well done and to give
accurate results, the testing is always a necessary procedure. I do
not know of anyone in the vicinity of Kirkland who would be competent
to carry out such an investigation, but perhaps Judge Patterson in
Prescott could make some suggestions.
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Excepting the winter of 1940 and 1941, the rainfall in
Arizona has been unusually light during the last fourteen years and
it may well be that your local water supply is at present very much
reduced, but during the period when I was familiar with your claims
there was always a small flow of water on the surface im Placerita
Gulch and this would have been sufficient to permit the testing and
at times there would have been enough water to operate a small
washing machine, It is very doubtful if any substantial addition to
the normal supply would be obtained by digging a well anywhere on
your property since the bedrock is quite close to the surface, but
there is ample water, perhaps a couple of miles away, in French Gulch
and if you can secure the water rights, it would probably be possible
to dig a well, install a pipe line and adequate pumping machinery for
less than $5,000.

Up to the time when I last visited your claims, Moyer had not
trespassed on them with any of his workings, but I have no knowledge
as to what he may have done since that date.

As to the men who go out and wash gravel with pans, rockers,
or long toms, these are called "snipers" in California, and everytime
that we had a good rainy season they were to be found working along
all of the creeks in certain areas of the state, and I recall that I
once ran some off at Placeritasj; although they doubtless returned very
soon afterward.

There is absolutely no way of preventing such trespassing un-
less one should go to the expense of employing a reliable watchman to
live on the grounds, but as a matter of fact, the amount of gravel which
these people take is comparatively small and they are not worth
bothering with,

To the best of my knowledge there is no gold stamp mill now
operating in your vicinity nor so far as I can learn anywhere in
Arizona since stamp milling has become more or less obsolete except
under special conditions, and of course no type of mill is required
for the recovery of placer gold; although it is frequently helpful to
use mechanical machines for washing and amalgamation, If there is a
stamp mill at the Moyer Gold Mines no one in this vicinity seems to
have heard of it.

In respect to carrying on development at the many veins and
lodes on your property, I cen only say that with gold held down to a
price of $35.00 per ounce and labor and other working costs nearly
doubled since before the war, such work is bound to be expensive and
generally would not be advisable in the case of gold ores uniless these
are very rich. On the other hand some of the veins on your property
carried copper values as noted in my reports and with the recent
advance with the price of copper it might be worth your while to con-
sider further work on some of them. Personally I should advise you
to lease your mining claims to any responsible party who may come
along and who will make a satisfactory agreement, and let the lessee
make the investment. Doubtless you will have more information on
all these matters after your friend, the Civil Engineer, has looked
over the claims and ascertained their present condition.



Referring to the question of labor, I am pleased to state that
at the last election the voters passed an amendment to our State
Constitution out-lawing the closed shép, but in any event the labor
unions have caused little trouble in the small outlying camps but
have confined their activities to large operations such as those of
the Phelps Dodge and the American Smelting and Refining Company.

Of course the scale of wages has gone up, as it has all over the
countryy and moreover it is difficult to secure competent men unless
they are furnished with good food and living quarters. If the old
camp which Russell used near Placerita could be repaired, it might
serve such a purpose, but I presume that considerable initial expense

might be involved.

I am enclosing an extra copy of this letter which you may wish
to give to your friend, the Engineer.

Yours very truly,

GMC: IM

PS Am also enclosing copy of my account sent you with my letter of
February 14, 1947.

Noting the last paragraph of your letter, I am addressing your
envelope to Florida, -
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Mr.Beorge Colvocresses,
I162 Luhrs Tower,
Pheonix,
Arizona,

Dear Mr.Colvoeresses- : [ “

I am in recipt of your letter of Feb.27th also
your reports and maps of my claims.

After going over your reports I am interested to know if
there are placer possibilities and in learning how many placer
cubie yards of gravel now in the river beds.

In your letter of Jan,-I934 you estimated 10,000 cudbic yard
and in a following letter Nov.30-I934 50,00.00 ¢ubieryards.
How could you suggest making test of placer gravel now in

the ereek beds? Do you know anyone in Kirkland able %o make suel

a survey? I would also like to learm how much water is in the

ereeks and if sufficent to do profitable placer mining.
Sometime ago I was adviser that there were several miners

making a good living out of placer mining on my property.

If sufficent water on the property it might be worth whilé
to invest in a small digging machinery and protable washing
plant.
Ifithere is not sufficent water on property how expensive
would it be to dig a well and pump water with gasoline engine?

Do you consider this a good time to do any exploration

work in 0ld tunnels and sharfts #n Blue Bird,Black,Birs,Mass,
and Harrison where there were the best surface showings?

I have been told by disinterested parties that as Byron

\ C& Moyer approaches my Growler claim the or in the vein becomes
é!*" richer,and that he has already done some drilling on my pro-

FWN“ perty.

crusher? I believe the Moyer Gold VWines have a stamping mill.

Do you know how far is the nearest stamping mill or a

I have a frdiénd,s forner civil engineer recently oversea

with the Marines,who is going West and will stoP &¢+7#y claimns,
if it is worth while %0 attempt any placer mining or an explor-
ation into the 0ld shafts and tunnels.

I have also been told there is no closed shop in Arizona,

AVA%e and no labor shortage.

Kindly let me hear from you at the above address.

MAR.IOth Yours sincerel
\0vsvsaa£nu_.'§E§S

ES— -

Nt

A
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| neighborhood.

The claims on which placer ground was noted are partionlarly tle
Harrison, Black Bird Blve Bird, Horn bpoon Bogget, Shi;per Growler.\
Morning Star, Sentinel Sunahine snd Morming Iight. This ground onm-“; :f'y
prises the benchea ebong Placerita Ureek, the sides of the guleh and i i
~ems1l benches along & number of 1ittle creeks wiich run into Pl.oer1t¢f  '{ 
from eit her bank. ' g} y

eh 17, 1¢32

(Cuf ~ 27L7 'ﬂi,

Irs. Merion Avbert,
Bight Aores,

Syosset, New York.
Desr Mrs. Auvbert, ; /
On the 15th instant, heing in the vicinity of Prescott, I arrangéd'-”fn
to visit youi property at ?laceritas Guleh and took with me Wiliiam R
Forbach who is opersting & gold plscer some distance further Weet end
also Frenk Brent, pert Indian, who wss raised in the vicinity of a0

Placerite snd wee familiar with sll the o0ld gold dig;imge in that

With some difficulty we locsted ome of the old corner posts on yaur k

J

Massachnsetts claim and then worked ddwn to Placerite along sone of the ﬂ

eross washes and followed down the Placerita Gulch for come distanee;fm ey

Time di d not permit a thorough examination nor any ettempt to snmjk\yf

7

the ground, but it was evident thst sgme gold occvred st variovs plaoos ;-QJ

as determined by the finding of a few spetks o gold along the bed roei *,g

and pertievlsrly by noting thst = considerable amovnt of gravel had ygcm_ £

recently weshed and the pﬁéﬁﬁiéiésaeas with which theee operations had 1':jﬂ

been continved indiceted thet the operators must at least have made | - S

weges, ‘ i , ey

LRSS DR L TR L T S St B S S R e —_— e LS el



Mrs. iferion Avbert, ST 317/ 32

J

Brent informed uvs that some of thie ground had been placered b;ek
in the '90e snd thet the gold was generally coarse snd sevéral large
noggete, some worth == mueh as Tifty to'eighty dollare, hsd aotuélly'
been fouvnd. Traces of this old work‘weré et111 in evidehce, buf more
prominent were the diseings which evidently had been condueted dvring
the last two or three wiﬁters when watey was ;égggY%hl in the littlev
side weshes. 2 . B el
We ceouvuld not find any squstters or plscer miners on your property 4
at present, but in one case a eamp appesred to have been deserted for V_
only a few dsys and it may be ti=t sowe of these people will return again m
after each heavy rain fall, since conditions are at those times more :
suitable for working with rockers and groﬁnd slvicing.

I covld not note any one point at which a large ysrdege seemed

1ikely to be developed or which would jostify eny évbstantial capital‘.

expend iture prior to starting mining operstions, but several plaees were
entirely svitsble lor working'on a small so&le/ahd no parties who have ;

e — i

‘_i;;spasééq on your ground havé>fo;;ﬁ it profitable to do so. OSuch tres-
paseing, however, csnnot well be prevented except by an\unJusthied éx- 
penditvre unless rome indi¥idval or eompsny will lease the.property on  £
& royslty besis in which ease the lessers will, in their own interest,

.  keep othber psrties away. ' RS i :
i \My objeet in taking Forbaeh to vieit the properiy wae to endeavor
to interest him in such a lesse, bt Le told me tizt he had hie hands
full with his own operatione whiech, I understund, are fairly p:pfitablc"
and covld not take on enythin; more at present.‘ However, he thot well
of your propefty and promised to bring it to the attention of sowe other

‘

- miners who'mtght be disposed to 1hvestigate gnd negotiate gziﬁ a lesse



Mre. Merion Aubert, -3 3/11/82 ; e

-;ié such lnvoatigation"as favorablé.

[ﬂﬁ It ie my genersl Opinion thet the values in your ground sre apotty
and aside from the ocoasional nuggets that the average 6335%§‘ba

i l rather lowe The oonditloqa are not wol] gvited to any large‘aoale'

operation and the property would not be likely to interest any lsrge

Company. In working the smell pstoches of pay gravel 1t,ﬁ2¢g§ceeaary

to either traneport thie down to FPlacerita, where & fair qnantity of
qgnlinngga y

water wes running, &Q_,;,am,&z1ﬂ”:u“a_jﬁhzeaghea%—#ho-yocr, or otherb

wise to pump up the ceid water to the point of operation.

It is, of course, imposeible to give yov any estimste of the
aversge valve of the gravel without a thorovgh sampling éo that I Sg
merely stating sn opinion which might require cerious revision.
4 thorouvgh sempling would involve considerable expense, whioh I
gshovld not csre to recommend except on the basis of sn ovt snd ovt
mining gamble and I am hopeful thet it may be possible to interest s
leaser along the lines previovsly suggested. : ‘,q
I wish t0 bring to your attention the fact thit at the present | |
tima it is extremely diffioult to determine the limits of your property','“
since the momuments,which apparently were set up a great marny yesrs ago,
have been knocked down snd the msrkings in some cases are quite oblitorn%tdg
Showvld eny interest in theee clsime develope it wovld probably be,
| | essentisl to heve them restaXed by a svrveyor and 2t the sam time a
ceriain amount of prelipinary sampling end examination of the srea on
which plscer ocevrs might be condveted at a‘compnrativaly emall expense.
T will keep yov advised of any later development e. ¥

| : : -~ Yours very truly,

GMC s HO | Sy | g | o
, | j/h_c, o




#. M. ey uright
79€ medison Ave.
Bew rork, mew York

e flscoritzs
Desr Sir:. :

vhie will scknowled;e your letter of Jenvery 0 from
note thet mre. ivbert hee showed you my letter to her dsted 1t
and ther you sre plscrping s trip tc the west im the nesx futo
will further iunveetigste the sitovetion st mrs. advhbert's min!

progerty.

I =111 try to esrnewer the yvestione in your letter.
the depth of the 2014 bearing e:nd &nd grsvel verles from & 1§
to perbspe 16 or £0 feet. It msy be deeper then thie on eome
benchee. Thére ere veluvee in prectioeslly s11 of thie gravel
sorfsce down 1o the bed roek =nd s novmber of shallow text
gonk 1n places or wmorred ovut by placer winere, %o Tar'cs 1
hee never been sny eyetemetis tseting or drlliing of this gr
ipdiestions sre that there ls prsctleslly no barren ufldy-
the veluee sre nstorelly lowmer neer the eurfage snd ineore
roa2k e spprosched, - & e
. nr
 feeond, - eince the groond hes never been tested It ie d
to form sny ldes of the erdage but coneldering the bonohes
edge of the creek or@ nlong ‘he tribotery ¢reele shich emp
Plsoeritse snd slgo the bed of the oreedk itself, 1 think 1
‘that the perdese ie in exeeer of 10,000 end eventvally & muah
coentity might Be Jevsloped. 3he aversze vulve ¢f this dirt 1
 weyy uneertsin eipee in epote 1t hese yeilded se noch 88 §2499 |
ysrd, eleewhere preatisslly rothing and it hie never Lad any |
explorstion. | F ol

fhird, - ?lmanta%uxeek rone throvgh the minlmg els!
&t times there ie s sxsll flow of watser om tue surfsee &nd ¢
some weter esn be found by slnkipg boles in the ssnd wsshe
the flow during the grester psxt of the yesr is imevificlent to
slvieing or weeking sny substeptisl gventity of srevel. & -4}
adi U e Y —6— e Be—sis et ag ook ITE At 1 know of
vasher wiich covld be opsrsted to sdvantage hers excepl on
ghsle. Ury wsehers heve been iried bot the recovery is &
isfsatory snd the men who Lsve woried from tliue o time w
: - rome have hed to cesse operatling entirely dorleg

of (ke yesy.

~ ip order to procure es muek &8 100 gelle
he neoeessty to put im quite e pipe lire snd

{:¥0 sink walls fumsher down $he gorge &f8 OB

e
e
A g



He M. . mright - #2

Thie wovld involve quite ah expecditore snd no one hse tried it ouvt to
date. ihe lsek of water ie reslly the pripnoipel obetecle to workimg
the placer grovmd in thie vicinity.

Fouorth, - this queetion hes been psrtly snewered im reply to
yoor nomber ore. po systemstie teste heve evsr boen msde but from time
to time vsriove pertiee hed teeted the grovrnd by pennipg end vee of
roskere snd have mined emsll qusntities of gravel at the pointe wshere
they believed the beet veluve to exiest. <¢he bed rock hee slso been .
€cslped in cortsin epote snd it le¢ etsted thst seversl years $g0 & number
of nvggete, one contsining s muoh ss fovr ovnsee of gold, were foond on
thie prorerty, buvt | have po recerdes of eny of this work.

: sthe izet party to whom 1 leased the property msde s number of
teete end seversl] ersll rone with & msobine whioh bhe trieéd to operste
¢@ Jong s weter wse eveilable. He letor skipped ovt withost paying
e royelty or giving me soy detsiled informstion oconcerning the resolte
| of iim work elthovgk he tcld me when I last vislted kim on the rroperty
|\  that kie esmpling ked been estiefsotory snd thst he figzored thst &
' @eoneldersble yerdege wounld sversge &8 wooh s® §1.00 1 do not oconsidey

that thie msn'e estetemente were sldegpetrer reliabls.

in reference to the lodee end veirs on other portions of &Ers.
subert'e property 1 ehouvld perbaps explain to you thst the ¢vestionm of
whether or not sn or2 ie free milling depende only vpon the chsrsoter
of the“ﬁ%ﬁersl in the vein wihioh i8 oftern btut not slweys composed of
quart£§ #oet of the veins on Ere. isvbert'e claise osrry some yueris ,
tnd eome of themw ere pesrly pore jusyriz. 7The Hiflerals kowglar sre Ipee- |
swd-copper snd iron eolphidest™ do rot"think thet ery of th°°’£;LM5L

veink ksve beon properly tested to detormine whether ths.ﬁnggf?"????’ﬂ ]
rilling, 2t leset ip recent yesre, bot from the rocorde of other properties

in this dietrict end mwy experiernce with eimller oree I shovld Jjvdge that
from £0x to 70% of the gold ocovld probebly be recovered by emelgsmsiion
(1. free milling) end the belsnoe would have to be recovered se concen—
tretes together =»ith the copper snd irom svlphides with wiioh it is& q
intimetely mixed, %he rreeent milling prectice ot smeller propertiss ;
involves the vee of swslgsmetore snd zlso of tasblee and floteticn cells

end the lstter generslly give the beet resvltes.

then 1 firet ssmpled the property ir 1924 I obtsined e number of
sgcay® on emsl] exposvres of ore whioh yielded from $7.00 to ul%.céfpnt'
ton end or eome lesrger expoenres of low grede ore ¥2.00 to $2.0U per ton.

411 the figovres given esbove sye hseed on the 0ld price of gold 'Q
{220.67 per ovnee) snd rowm th=t zold is wmorth ove: $24.00 per ovnce ihey -
ghov!d be ineressged pro rsts.

#kile the 01¢ nrice for 2014 meintsined I dl4 not believe thst
sny of these #0ld coprer veins cocid be worked with profit end eo adviesd
#re. Avbert bot umdey presert condltions I sm inelined to think thet s
emsll operstion bseed or the mining &nd trestment of }3tter portions of
the voine conld probsbly be made rrofitsble. rhie stetement, Lowever, ie
merely sn opiniom snd eonld rot be conlirmed zithoot 8 very thosoogh
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e Be M. uright -~ #&

ssmpling of s11 of the expoesed ore end coneidersble elespinmg oout of the

0ld workinge, meny of which sre now entirely or pserily ipsccessible.

1 expeot to be in Arizons end in the vieinity of rhoemix or
Preecott dvring moet of Foebrosry snd sereh and ehovld you oome over
thie wey I will be very glsd to srrenge to meet yov st eome converient
ti-e spd plece sud to teke yov over the property for s pereonsl
inepeotion. I will meke no charge whstever for this trip since 1 feel
e personsl obligstion to mrs. Avbert to obtsim, if poseibdle, eome
revenve from her mining property snd heve mveb regretted thst thie bss not
been poesible vp to the present tizme. The property im ite preeent
eondition ien't sttrsetive to sny lsrpe mining Compeny or ivveslore
spd it ie extremely d1fflevlt to fird responeible leassrs o¥ ezall
epsle operstore.

1 heve heeryd rotkin; forther from the partiee with whom I
have recently been negotiasting bot thoy may enow ug agsin st eny time.
Yesnwhile snd sftar vieiting the property you mey be sblie to form
s better opinior se to ite condition snd velve,

| sw sending s osrdon copy of this letler to #re. sobart.

Yovrs very truly,

GRE S Be %o Colvooorecsses
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7 Adams St.,
e 29,1924,

Mr. G.}M.Celveceresses,
Humbeldt, Arizena.

Dear Sir,- :

My brether, R.B.McMahan, has infermed me ef yeur
recent visit te the Zenia district. He stated that yeu
would like seme infermatien as te the material passed threugh
in the Cuprite Shaft. The Zenia Cepper Cempany, whe sunk
this shaft ,supplied me with the results frem samples taken
every five feet. Froem these results I drew a map shewin g
in sectien this data and included it in a mapaccempanying a
repert I made en the "McMahan Greup". R.B.McMahan has,I
believe,a copy of this repert, and wil send yeu a cepy en
yeur request.

I quete frem this repert, under"Ore Reserves",-
"While develeopment werk te date is wnsufficient te the esti-
mating ef any censidarable tennage of Pesitive Ore in reserve,
the low grade ere passed threugh in the shaft, that passed
threugh in drill hele Ne. &, the surface werkings and the
eutcreps en the Cuprite claim, indicate that thewwill be an
ere zene averaging appreximately 24 ft wide and assaying
between 2 and 3 per cent cepper develeped in the exidized zene
abeve the 700 ft level ef Cuprite Shaft, and in length ex-
tending at least 2000 feet(the full length of the Cuprite
claim and 500 ft en the Black Prince claim), This gives a
pessibility ef 3,000,000 tens abeve the sulphide zene. Geed
depesits ef higher grade ere sheuld be develeped aleng with
the lew grade, as indicated by the ore expracted and shipped
frem surface epen cuts and shallew werkings. In the sulphide
zene , eore of about the same grade and width as indicated in
in the exidized zene should be develeped. Vhere coensiderable
tennages of lew grade ere are develeped, 1 per cent cepper
is censidered cemmercial ere." }

It appears te me that great pessibidities are present-
ed fer undergreund leaching. The ere zene being develeoped frem
the Cuprite shaft, shrinkage stepes epened up in beth the
sulphide and exidized zenes,- the ferreus and ferric sulphate
sulphate selutiens necessary fer disselving the cepper being ma
made frem passing the mine water ever the breken sulphides. \

We are anxieus te see the Zenis district develeped
and are willing te entertain any fair prepesitien en eur
preperty teward that end.

Yours truly,

&K e Vet E

Cepy te R.B.McMahan.
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REPORT ON MINING CLAIMS
of

BRAGG ESTATE
By G. M. Colvocoresses

June 21, 1924, Humboldt, Arizona

LOCATION AND GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

The property of the BRAGG ESTATE, which I have examined, consists of twenty
(20) Patented Mining Claims, listed below, comprising approximately 375 acres.

The long axis of the property is Northeast-Southwest, length nearly two miles; the
width varies from 600 feet (one claim), to a maximum of 3,000 feet. (See Claim
Map attached.) :

This property is located in the Placerita Mining District, Yavapai County, Arizona,
and in the foothills West of the Bradshaw Mourains. The surface consists of a
series of ridges approximately 400 feet elevation above the gulches which separate
them. The altitude is from 4200 feet to 4600 feet above sea level. There are no
trees but the claims are covered with a heavy growth of brush, principally scrub
oak, manzanita and buck brush, which has almost entirely obliterated the old roads
and trails used some 20 years ago. The surface is quitehworthless for agrt ulture,
but a large flock of goats appeared to find it excellent pasture. Some water is found
in French Gulch, also in Arastra Creek, to the East of the Bragg Claims, and
there are a few little springs in this vicinity.

The mearest town is Kirkland, center of a ranching district, with a population of
about 100; elevation 3, 927 feet; located on the Prescott and Eastern Branch of the
Santa Fe Railroad 30 miles from Prescott by rail and 25 miles by road.

From Kirkland there is a fair automobile road for 13 miles to the Zonia Camp,

and the McMahon shaft, the latter located one-half mile from the North end of the
Bragg Claims., From the McMahon shaft it is necessary to cover the Bragg

Claims on foot and any mining operations would involve the construction of new roads
at considerable expense. The cost of freighting by truck from Zonia to Kirkland
may be taken as $3.50 per ton.

The claims now belonging to the Bragg Estate are named as follows:

Contact Numbers 1 and 2; Navy, Numbers 1, 2, 3, and 4.
Nugget; Slipper; Growler; Harrison; Hillside;
Massachusetts; Big White; Blue Bird, Sentinel;
Horaspoon; Morning Star; Sunshine; Morning Light;
Black Bird.

Messrs. Norris and Norris, Attorneys of Prescott, Arizona, advise that the
taxes on these claims have been paid for this year. They further advise in 2
letter dated June llth, 1924, that at one time the Manzaneta and Harrisonburg



claims were included in negotiations, but upon their investigation of the title
they concluded that these two claims had nev er belonged to the Bragg Estate.

HISTORY:

The Placerita District was active in the 80's and 90's during which period the
creek beds were dry-placered for Gold and it is stated that in the aggregate
considerable value was recovered. The location of the lode claims in the

vicinity of these creeks were intended to cover the quartz veins from which the
placer gold was supposed to have originated. Subsequent development and mining
has failed to prove that any of these numerous veins contained workable deposits of
ore.

As far as I can learn, the claims now owned by the Bragg Estate were located, or
purchased, by Mr. Hise, who transferred, or sold, them to Mr. C. C. Bragg,
and considerable development work was carried on from 1900 until 1904, mainly
for the purpose of exploring the quartz veins which outcrop at several points on

the properiy.

Resuits of this development work were practically negative, except for a small
production of Gold-bearing ore from the Massachusetts, Blue Bird and Black
Bird claims, which was shipped to an old stamp mill, still standing, at
Placerita. Ore for this mill, which has been idle some twenty years, was also
procured from the Coral Mine and other properties in the vicinity.

Since work ceased on the Bragg claims, considerable development has been

done at intervals in their vicinity - mainly on the McMahon and Zonia properties,
where there are substantial indications of Copper, some of which extend on to

the Bragg property. In 1911 and 1912 the Shannon Copper Company had options in
this District and did some churn drilling with unstaisfactory results. From 1919
to 1922 the claims of the Zonia Company, McMahon and Bragg Estate were all
optioned to the Spilsbury Syndicate, which was really the exploration department
of the Anaconda Copper Company, and a very careful study of the general geology
and surf ce showings was made by the Engineers on the McMahon claims, just
North of the Bragg and did some drifting and cross-cutting but failed to find any
commercial body of Copper ore. These people were working on the theory that

a large deposit of disseminated Copper would be found in the porphyry which
covers a portion of the Zonia, McMahon and Bragg properties, and that there
would be a zone of secondary enrichment at a depth of from 400 to 800 feet, which
might develop into a large low grade Copper mine. The work they did gave
unsatisfactory results, since the average of the disseminated area was only

1/2 of 1 per cent Copper. Accordingly the option on all these claims was dropped,
but their work did not necessarily prove that smaller bodies of commercial ore
may not be found under the individual out-crops.



GEOLOGY:

The geology of this country has been studied by the U. S, Geological Survey, and

more especially by the Geologists of the Spilsbury Syndicate, and Mr. Spilsbury

kindly gave me information concerning their conclusions, which was very helpful.
The attached claim map will show the outlines of the various formations.

The main mass of country rock is classed as a Pre-Cambrian Diorite, which

has been metamorphosed in parts to Chlorite and Sericite Schist. Through this
Diorite other rocks have intruded and particularly a porphyry which varies from
a granite porphyry to quartz monzonite. The latter formation is considered most
favorable for the occurrence of Copper, which appears to have been derived from
a deepseated magma and to have impregnated the porphyry after this rock has
been sheared to a very considerable extent.

The mineralization originally consisted of Copper and Iron ?yﬁtgl. but mu tho
surface there has been oxidation and leaching so that very smiall trace of these
primary minerals is now found except in the drill holes and shafts on the Zonia

and neighboring properties.

The Northern portion of the Bragg Claims is partly covered by Gila conglomerate, of
much later date than the Diorite, Schist or Porphyry, and apparently entirely
barren of any metallic minerals. ; }

Running through the older formations, (generally in 2 North-South direction) are
numerous veins of quartz, often highly stained with iron. Some of these, as on the
Big White, and Massachusetts, have a width of 5 to 8 feet, but for the most part they
are merely stringers from 3 to 12 inches in width, and can only be traced for a

short length and a shallow depth. Small values in Gold are found in nearly all these
veins and the more heavily mineralized were made and subject to the development
work, and, in some cases, produced a small quantity of ore.

The area of porphyry which was considered likely to contain disseminated Copper on the
Navy claims, of the Bragg Estate, amounted to a total of slightly over eight acres.

Compsring the gological conditions on the Bragg property with those which are found
elsewhere in Yavapai County, I do not consider them favorable for any large deposit
of Copper or Gold ore. Small lenses with good values in Gold occur frequehtly in
quartz stringers similar to those found here, but exploration and development
during the past fortyyears has failed to prove up any worth while mine in veins of
this character. '

WORKINGS ON BRAGG CLAIMS:

The exploration and development work on the Bragg property was apparently
intended to prove up the extent and value of the quartz veins mentioned aml
considering the character of the surface showings it has been very thorough.
Unfortunately, most of the work which was done so many years ago is now difficult
to examine. The sides of the trenches have fallen in, the timbers are all out of the



- shafts, the tnnels are mostly caved (excepting one on the Navy No. 2) and
stopes are entirely inaccessible. Under these conditions it was impossible

to gain access to many of the old workings or to sample, except near the
surface and on the dumps. To thoroughly clean out the shafts and tunnels would
involve an expenditure of probably $3, 000 to $4, 000 and I would not consider
such expenditure justifiable.

Along the surface of the claims numerous trenches were cut across the for-
nation and the quartz veins and cross-cut tunnels on the Hillside, (now wholly
caved), Blue Bird and Navy No. 2, were run to considerable distances, with the
same object in view. As far as can now be determined, in some cases no quartz
veins were cut at all, as they had pinched between the tunnel and the surface -
elsewhere the quartz, when encountered, proved barren or too low grade to be
worked with profit.

On the Navy No. 1 a shaft 75 feet deep followed down a quartz vein 4' wide on
the surface and some stoping was done along side the shaft. Sample from
this vein, taken at point marked "#2" on the map, showed no Silver and only
$0. 60 Gold per ton. :

Along the top of a ridge on the Black Bird and Blue Bird claims Copper

- stains were noted for some distance and in places small lenses one to three

feet wide showed Carbonate and Sulphide Copper ore. A picked sample from one
of these lenses (marked "#5" on the claim map) showed $9. 00 values in Gold
and Silver per ton and 10.37% Copper but unfortunately all indications prevented
the assumption that there was any substantial tonnage of this good ore.

On the Harrison claim a twenty five foot shaft was sunk on a four foot quariz
vein and so ¢ ore had been mined. Samples taken here (at points marked
"#3" and #4 on the map) averaged $7. 80 per ton in Gold and trace of Silver.

On the Nugget claim a deep shaft in Chlorite Schist shows a quartz vein 2' wide and
samples (at point #1 on the map), showed value of $2. 20 in Gold and Silver.

On the Masaachusetts claim was found the best surface showing on the property, -
a strong quartz vein 5' wide. A shaft 45' deep - now partly filled with water -
was sunk on this vein which near the collar of the shaft (marked "#6" on the map)
assayed $15, 60 per ton in Gold.

A short distance down the shaft the vein appeared to cut off and dird not look

nearly as strong as on the surface. The so-called Massachusetts Tunnel, - now
entirely caved in, - on the Hillside claim, (Marked "B") was evidently started

with a view to cuiting this vein in depth but was not driven far enough to accomplish
this result.



On the Big White claim a strong quartz outcrop can be traced for some distance,
width 5 to 8 feet, and showing iron, olivine and epidote. A sample (#7 on the
map), taken from pits on this vein showed it to contain only $. 60 in gold and no
silver or copper.

The above detailed description covers only the showings and workings which
appeared to be the more important. Numerous other workings, consisting of
surface trenches, shallow pits, tunnels and open-cuts were noted and examined,
insofar as they were accesible. In none of them did there appear any ore that

might be considered valuable under any condition or any indications favorable to the
finding of such ore. Samples taken from some of the iron- stained quartz out-
croppings showed only a trace of precious metals.

NEIGHBORING CLAIMS:

Under the circumstances it seemed adviseable to pay special attention to the
results which had bemobtained through development work on the adjacent properties.

To the Southwest of the Bragg claims a small Gold Mine, known as the Coral, had been
opened up by a shaft sunk on a quartz vein in schist and said to be 400' deep. This
mine produced some high grade ore from simall pockets and lenses but was abandoned
some twenty years ago and presumably the work was not profitable to the owners.

A sample taken from the dump showed a value of $9. 70 per ton in Gold and Silver.

Considerable development work was done on the Harrisonberg, which, together
with the Manzanite, is now said to be owned by the Isabella Mining Company. Work
here had also been abandoned many years ago and all indications pointed to the
results having been entirely unsuccessful.

North and West of the Bragg property lie the Zonia, McMahon and Howard
Groups, all three of which have attracted considerable attention as possible
Copper producers. On the Zonia and McMahon there are surface outcrops of
oxidized Copper ore, irom which a small tonnage was shipped at invervals to the
smelters and when the price of Copper was high a little profit was realized by the
owners. Shafts on both these properties have indicated a continuation of the Oxi-
dized ore for some distance downwards but have so far failed to develop any sub-
stantial body of Sulphides below and although these properties have, at times,
been developed under option by operating Companies, including the Shannon

and the Anaconda, the Engineers who conducted the work have not felt that the claims
were sufficiently attractive to merit any attempt to open them as producing mines.
In other words, such development and exploration as was carried on gave un-
satisfactory resulis.

In spite of the unfavorable history, I am inclined to think that some day (but
probably several years in the future), the Zonia and McMahon properties will
be worked for Copper and it is quite possible that the ore bodies may extend over
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on to the Bragg Claims, although since practically no development work has been
done on the North end of the Bragg claims, it is impossible to make this statement
as anything more than an opinion. Should the Zonia - McMahon Group, be taken
over and operated at a later date, it is probable that the parties conducting this
work might also desire to explore and possibly to acquire the Bragg claims and the
prospective value of all these Groups seem to rest upon the chance of their becoming
Copper producers, rather than on any likelihood of working Gold ore with profit.

CONCLUSION:

It is apparent that no commercial body of either Gold or Copper ore has yet been
developed or indicated on the Bragg property and therefore the problem is to decide
whether or not the chances of finding such an ore body justify further expenditure
and development. v

Future work, - if undertaken, - would logically be confined to the better showings on

the Black Bird and Massachusetts and to prospecting for Copper by shaft or drills,

the porphyry area in the Northern part of the property. Such work could not result

in ultimate financial profit unless it disclosed either a high grade vein of Gold ore

ianrg'i say $20,00 or better, per tom), or a large body of lower grade Gold ore,
say $8.:g or better per ton), or of Copper ore (averaging 3% or better). The present
evidence is against the probability of accomplishing any of these results and, under

present conditions, mo fair trial of the possibilities could be made with an expenditure

of less than $25, 000,00 to $30,000.00. This outlay would be a mining gamble,

pure and simple, and in my judgment the chances of success do not justify the venture.

Considering the results of former prospecting and development in this District and

its mining history to date; considering the geological formation md the record of

work done elsewhere under similar conditions; considering especially the lack of
favorable surface indications and of pay values in practically all the present showings,
as determined by examination and samples, I cannot advise that any further development
should be undertaken at present, or any effort made to search for ore bodies which may
not exist.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is my advice that this property be held with no expense other than the small

amount involved in paying taxes, in the expectation that sooner or later, with im-
provement in the Copper market, other parties will undertake to develop the Zonia
and McMahon claims and to open up the District on a substantial scale. If such work
should result favorably, advantage could be taken of the opportunity, either to carry
on further development on the Bragg claims, under more favorable working conditions
and in the light of subsequent discoveries, or more poobably this group of claims
might be disposed of, with advantage, to parties who might have undertaken mining
operations in their vicinity. :

(signed) G. M. Colvocoresses
Mining Engineer
Humboldt, Arizona
June 2lst, 1924.
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CONDENSED REPORT ON MINING CLAIMS % % |

OF BRAGG ESTATE
LOCATION AND GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

The mining property of the BRAGG ESTATE (sometimes called the
NAVY GROUP) consists of twenty (20) Patented Mining Claims, listed
below, comprising approximately 375 acres.

The long axis of the property is Northeast-Southwest, length
nearly two miles; the width varies from 600 feet (one claim) to a
' maximum of 3,000 feet,

This property is located in the Placerita Mining District
(formerly Walnut Grove) Yavapai County, Arizona, in the foothills
West of the Bradshaw Mountains. .Tho surface consists of a series of
ridges approximately 400 feet in elevation above the gulches which
separate them, The sltitude is from 4200 feet to 4600 feet above
sea level. There are no large trees but the claims are covered with
a heavy growth of brush, principally scrub oak, manzanita, and buck
brush, which has almost entirely obliterated the old roads and trails
uged some forty years ago. The surface is quite worthless for ‘
agriculture. Some water is found in French Gulch, and Placeritas
Gulch, also in Arastra Creek, to the east of the Bragg claims, and
there are a few little springs in this vicinity.

The nearest town is Kirkland, center of a reanching district,
with a population of about 100; elevation 3,927 feet; located on the
Prescott and Eastern Branch of the Santa Fe Railroad 30 miles from

Prescott by rail and 25 miles by roead.
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From Kirkland there is a good automobile road for 13 miles to
'near the north end of the Bragg claims. 4 branch road goes around
by Placeritas to a point just east of the claims. Any mining opera-
tions would involve the construction of some new roads for short
distances.
The claims belonging to the Bragg Estate are as follows:
Contact Numbers 1 & 2; Navy, Numbers 1,2,3, & 4}
Nugget; Slipper; Growlor} Hhrriaonf Hillside;
Massachusetts; Big White; Blue Bird; Sentinel;
Hornspoon; Morning Star; Sunshine; Morning Light;
Black Bird.
I believe that the title is clear and vested either in Mrs.
Marion B, Aubert, daughter of Mr, C, C. Bragg.
HISTORY
The Placeritas District was active in the 80's and 90's
during which period the creek beds were dry-placered for gold, and it
is stated that in the aggregate a considerable value was recovered.
The location of the lode claims in the vicinity of these creeks were
intended to cover the quartz veins from which the placer gold appeared
to have originated. '
Ag far as I can learn, the claims now owned by the Bragg
Estate were located, or purchased, by Mr. Biao,‘who transferred, or
gold, them to Mr. C. C. Bragg, end considerable development work was
carried on from 1900 until 1904, mainly for the purpose of exploring
the quartz veins which outcrop at several points on the property.
Results of this development work were a small production of
gold-bearing ore from the Massachusetts, Blue Bird and Black Bird
claims, which was shipped to an old stamp mill at Placeritas.
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GEQIOG

The geology of this country has been studied by the U, S,
Geological Survey, and more especially by the Engineers of the various
mining companies.

The main mass of country rock is classed as a Pre-Cambrian
diorite, which has been metamorphosed in parts to chlorite and
sericite schist. Through this diorite other rocks have intruded and
particularly a porphyry which varies from { éranito porphyry to
gquartz monzonite. The latter formation is considered most favorable
for the occurence of copper, which‘;ppears to have been derived from
a deep-seated magma and to have impregnated the porphyry after this
rock has been sheared and shattered to a very considerable extent,

The mineralization originally consisted of copper and iron
pyrites, but near the surface there has been oxtdatlon'nnd leaching
so that very small trace of these primary minerals is now found
except in the drill holes and shafts on the Zonita and neighboring
properties.

The Northern portion of the Bragg Claims is partly covered
by Gila conglomerate, of much later date than the diorite, schist, or
porphyry, and apparently barren of any metallic minerals.

Running through the older formations (generally in a North-
South direction), are numerous veins of quartz, often highly stained
with iron, Some of these, es on the Big White, and Massachusetts
elaims have a width of 5 to 8 feet., OSome values in gold are found
in nearly all these veins and the more heavily mineralized were made
the subject of the old and recent development work, and in some cases,

produced a certain amount of ore.
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The area of porphyry which was considered likely to contain
disseminated copper on the Navy claims, of the Bragg Estate, amounted
to a total of slightly over eight acres.

FORKINGS ON BRAGG CLAIMS:

The original exploration and development work on the Bragg
property'was apparently intended to prove up the extent and value of
thq gold bearing quartz veins mentioned and considering the character
of the surface showings it has been very thorough. Unfortunately,
noét §f the work which was done so many yeers ago is now difficult to
oxgmihn. The sides of the trenches have fallen in, the timbers are
all out of the shafts, the tunnels are mostly caved (excepiing one on
the Navy No. 2) and stopes are entirely inaccessible. Under these
conditions it was impossible to gain access to many of the old
workings or to sample, except near the surface and on the duﬁpa.

Along the surface of the claims numerous trenches were cut
across the formation and the quartz veins and cross-cut tunnels on
the Hillside, (now wholly caved) Blue Bird and Navy No. 2 were run to
conaiderable distances, with the same object in view, The results of

oue (ulela
this work were never systematically recorded. Lk Couteh

Cotl o achd Sy oo
On the Navy No. 1 & shaft 75 feet deep followed down ; qunrt;
vein 4 feet wide on the surface and some stoping was done along side
the shaft. Sample from this vein showed no silver and only $1.05 gold
per ton.
Along the top of a ridge on the Black Bird end Blue Bird claims
copper stains were noted for some distance and in places small lenses
one to three feet wide showed carbonate and sulphide copper ore. A
sample from one of these lenses showed $16.,00 value in gold and silver

per ton and 10.37% copper.
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On the Harrison cleim a twenty-five foot shaft was sunk on a

~ four roof quartz vein and some ore had been mined, Samples taken here
averaged $13.60 per ton in gold and trace of silver.

; On the Nugget cleim a deep sheft in chlorite schist shows &
quartz vein 2 feet wide end samples showed value of $3,85 in gold and
silver.

On the Massachusetts claim was found the best surface~-showing
on the property--a sgtrong quaétz vein 5 feet wide. A shaft 45 feet
deep~~now partly filled with water--was sunk on this vein which near
the collar of the sheft (marked "#6" on the map) assayed §27.30 per
ton in gold. |

The so-called Hassachusetts Tunnel, now entirely caved, on the
 Hillside claim, was evidently started with a view to cutting this vein
in depth but was not driven far enough to accomplish this result.

 On the Big White claim a strong quartz outerop can be traced
for some ¢1ntancq,_wtdth 5 to 8 feet, eand showing iron, olivine, and
-opidati. A aample taken from pits on this vein did not give com-
mcécial value, |

&ho above dotailed>descr1ption<covera only the showings and
workings which appeared fo be the more important. Numerous other
workings, consisting of surface trenches, shallow pits, tunnels, and
open-cuts were noted and examined, in so far as they were accessible,
PLACER GROUND

 There is a substantial area of shallow placer gravel along
Placeritas Gulch and its tributaries, namely Rich Gulch, Nugget, and
Pinetos. This gold bearing gravel occurs in the bed of these washes
and in the benches which represent the old banks builf up during the
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past ages. Recently seversl small placer operations have been

carried on by "snipers" washing gravel with pans, rockers, and long-
toms, and it is evident thet they made fairly good wages since they
continued to work as long as the flow of water permitted them to do

80

On two occasions prospective leasers have made an attempt to \

measure and sample the available yardsge end while no accurate estimate E

of quantity has ever been made it is evident thet there are at least
50,000 cubic yards of this grevel easily accessible, eand I am told
that a considerable portion of this material contains values in the
order of $1.00 per yard, but I do not make this statement fram
personal knowledge.,

In any event it is obvious that there is insufficient water
found on the claims to permit any permenent placer operations and
since bringing water in from a more dependable sourcelinvolvoa the
installation of a pumping plent and pipe line, this expenditure could
only be recommended after e more thorough examinetion and sampling
of the placer ground had been made. Should water be obtained as
mentioned above, the actual mining of the gravel could be carried on
at low cost by mechanical methods, and it could be transported to a
central washing plant or to a portable washing plant which would
closely follow the digging machinery. Under such conditions the coet
of operating should not exceed 25¢ per cubic yard,

CONCLUSION

While it can not be stated that any commercial body of ore has
yet been developed, but it is my opinion that the property warrents
development. Future work would logically be confined to the better
showings on the Black Bird and Massachusetts and to prospecting the
promising showings on other portions of the property.

|
[
{
{
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Working such veins as are found on the Massachusetts claim the
mining costs should be comparatively low and while it is probable that
most of the gold could not be recovered by free milling methods it
should be feasible to make a high percentage of recovery through
amalgamation and subsequent concerntration by flotation,. This pro-
cedure is simple and well estaeblished and otherwise all operating not
exceed $5.00 per tom, which would leave a substantial operating
profit when treating ore of the grade indicated by the samples
quoted above,

- The values given for the samples are based on the present
price of gold, i.e. $35.00 per ounce.
G. M. COLVOCORESSES
November 27, 1934

SUPPLEMENT
added February, 1947

The most recent work with which I em familiar was that con-
ducted by A, T, Russell es lessee on 1935 and 1936. Russell also
held an option on some neighboring cleims belonging tc'other parties
on one of which he had erected a mill. Concerning his work I

reported on June 1936 as follows:

The concent;ating mill is designed and equipped for the
treatment of fifty tons of ore per day by the flotation process and
on June 7 when I last visited the property it appeared that the mill
could easily be completed within the next two weeks, but inasmuch as
it has been found advisable to install an additional engine for motive
power it is likely that it will not go into operation until about the
first of July at which time the regular mining should also commence,
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The work on your c#alna has included the construction of
several roads in which Ru#soll secured the cooperation of the
County road crew.

The result has beeﬁ very satisfactory and wheredas it was
formerly necessary to traverse the claims entirely on foot it is now
posesible to drive and to @aul ore from the mine workings on the
Sentinel and Masaaohuaett# Claims end also on the Nugget and Navy
Claims where Russell has Teen doing‘some work.intsnded to develop a
large body of low-grade gold and copper ore in the schist.

The principal deveiopments to date have been on the Black
Bird, Blue Bird, Massechusetts, end Sentinel end e headframe has been
erected on the Sentinel oyer an old shaft, At this point a compressor
is now being installed anh the production of ore on a small scale can
very shortly commence white it is expected to operate a little later
on the Massachusetts snd slso on the Blue Bird from which some very
nice samples of ore have }ecently been teken, The future work on the
Nugget and Navy claims 1s[somewhat uncertain and will depend upon the
grade of the ore which mey be developed over a wide area of schist but
this offers some very interesting possibilities.

Severel of the old;ahafta and pits have been cleaned out on

different sections on the property including the Black Bird and

Harrison Claims end some new ore hes been pertielly developed carrying

values in gold, silver, @nd copper emounting to from $5.00 to $25.00 _
per ton, but none of thiq work has yet progressed to a point where
any estimate of tonnege dr average velue can be made.

More details of work by Russell are given below, as follows:
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS November 1, 1935

Pits and tronchesion the Harrison Claim cleaned out near the

southwest corner., Nothiﬂg of any value found there &s quartz veins

| VP i B s Sk
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eppear to be nearly or quﬁto barren of valuns. In one pit a vein
4" wide samples only &. 70!per ton,

On the Black Bird Claim several old plts have been cleaned
out and in one of them abput 8' deep there is a well defined quartz
vein stained with iron anh copper and sampling in one place $52.00
across a width orf 21", Tpis, however, appears to be cut off by a
fault immedistely below agd it 1s located in badly broken ground near
the contact between the diorite-schiat and the quartz-porphyry.
Russell intends to do mor¢ work on this showing and hopes to pick up
values at greater depth, ;

On the Nasaachusat?a there is a shaft 45' deep which has been
cleaned out and sampled a% intervals. The vein (mostly a silicifi-
cation of the schist) sam?led $31.00 for a width of 4' near the top
but socn pinched and near[the bottom had a width or only 14" and
sampled $5.60. E

About 100' to the %ortheaat of this shaft there is an open ocut
where a similar vein asaa&s $14.60 for a width of 5', but here also
the formation is badly hr%kan up and more work must be done to determine
if this will go down. E

On the Sentinel e;éin there is a shaft about 80' deep from
which some drifting and stoping has been done, The vein (silicified
sbhist) at the back of th
4' width §7.00 in gold an% $1.20 in silver. The stope is caved but

stope on north side of shaft sampled for

Russell plans to seample t#s south side of shaft and perhaps to drift
there. ;
Some distance down‘the hill on the south and east there is an
adilt which must run close to the bottom of the shaft and has a length
of about 100', Near the ireast of this tunnel values are found in
the sehist (which is in o¢ntact with the porphyry) snd for a width of

20' it appears to sample %1050 to §4.00 while the better portion some
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4' wide runs $7.00 per ton and here Russell is putting down a winze
now 4' deep. Russell thinks that these workings are about 60' below
the bottom of the shaft.

To the north some 200' from the 80' shaft there is another
shaft all in schist which shows a vein some 44" wide which carries
$4.50 per ton and the ore in the dump sampled $18.00 per ton. '

To the east of these last described workings and going down
toward Placeritas Creek tﬁere is a wide belt of silicified iron
stained schist which appo@rs to carry gold and may have pay values
in places. Russell thinks_that this gives promise of developing
into & large low grade ore body and intends to sample it thoroughly

. @as soon as he has secured the lease,
Russell's operations were not successful rrog a financial

standpoint and they were discontinued in 1937 or 1938.

At an earlier date other parties washed a little gold from the
placer ground along Flaceritas Gulch and Rich Guleh, but they were
short of water so that on}y a very small recovery was made and tho
operations were soon discontinued (see special report on placer
ground) . |

In 1937 end 1938 development work on claims adjoining your
property was carried on by Byron Moyer and E, V, Schrimsher who claim
to have developed some pay gold ore in veins which should extend into
your Growler Claim, This work I have never visited but I cannot learn
of any record or-ore shipments made from these operations; although I
am informed that active development work was in progress in 1939 and
has recently been resumodé

| Yours very truly,
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April 7, 1947

T I4 »@ é"
Mr, Eldred D, Wilson, Geologist %’
American Smelting & Refining Company -
Post Office Box 2229 ,
Tucson, Arizona gt
RE: Bragg Estate Claims
and Adjoining Property
Dear Mr, Wilson:

: Referring to our telephone conversation of Saturday morning,

I hope that you and Mr. Polluck will be able to examine these prop-
erties in the near future and I have already given to Mr. Stephens

of your company & map of the claims of the Bragg Estate and will be
gled to furnish you with further data concerning this property unless
the owner, & lady in the Eest, has made some other plans regarding
its disposition in which respect I am writing her today.

You ask me regarding any locel residents who might be living
on this property, and I do not think that anyone is located there at
present; although it is ten years since I represented the owner, but
to the best of my knowledge the last lessee discontinued operations
a short time after I severed my connection with the property, and I
do not think that the owner has ever employed a caretaker.

There is & man named Byron Moyer who owns or leases some prop=-
erty adjoining the Bragg Claims and who is, I believe working a gold
vein in a small scale and shipping out a little ore from time to time.
I do not know Moyer personally, but from some of his letters which I
have seen I think you would do well to check carefully any statements
that he may make,

- Looking over my file on the property which once belonged to the
Hammon Copper Company and some of which adjoins the Bragg Estate 1
Claims, I note that some reports state that the 6re zone has a |/~
possible length of 5,000' and width of 800' whith would indicate that
gs much as 300,000 tons of ore might be developed for each foot in

epth. . )

L

The average grade of the oxidized ore opened up by shallow
shafts, cuts or pits is given as beingl75% copper and it is stated

that 1,500,000 tons of this ore is actually developed and another _ ;.

explore this ground in depth plor to determine if/'there is any zone of
secondary enrichment, but I note one statement to the effect that some
primary ore was found in one section of the property assaying .
copper. Please, understand that I am not personally responsible for
any of these statements and merely mention the property as one which,
in my opinion, merits further investigation. It is many years since

I was over the surface of these cleims and I never took any samples

or checked the measurements made by the operators.

650,000 tons partially develzgpd. Apparently,agKefTGrt was made to

Vv viLfin

£

Nt
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Hoping that I may have the pleasure of seeing you when you
pass through Phoenix, I remain,

Yours very truly,

/
GMC: 1M 7?/ ﬂ |
| /\)’ (Al ¢ Cﬂ'@ﬁfﬂ{f Yl ,(,




April 7, 1947

Mrs. Marion B, Aubert
Bulmer Apartments

185 S.E, Eighth “treet
Miami, Florida :
RE: Bragg Estate Claims

Dear Mrs. Aubert:

Having been informed that one of the very large mining com-
panies was planning to investigate some copper prospects in the
vicinity of Kirkland, I took the liberty sometime ago of mentioning
your mining claims to their engineer and furnishing him with & map of
the clesims. I have now been informed that their engineers propose
to examine your property and other properties in that district some-
time during the next few weeks, and if they believe the geological
conditions to be favorable for the development of large, low grade
copper orebodies, they will undoubtedly be prepared to proceed with
some exploration and development and will probably desire to secure
& lease and option on your property.

Unless you instruct me otherwise, I shall understand that you
will be glad to have me furnish these people with such techaical
data as I possess since it is my opinion that it would be greatly to
your interest to lease or sell your property to a responsible mining
company if a satisfactory deal can be negotiated, and I will also, if
you desire, put you in direct communication with the ‘officials of
this company to whom I have explained that I am in no way representing
you at the present time but have merely accumulatéd a large amount of
technical information during the time when I was acting on your
behalf.

If the engineers of the company in question should not find
the showings attractive, they will advise me to that effect, but I
hardly expect that they will complete their investigation for several
weeks since this is likely to cover quite a large amount of territory
including the old Zonia property and other claims in that vicinity.

I am enclosing a copy of my account sent you on two previous
occasions and would asppreciate your making peyment of this at your
convenience.

Yours very truly,

GMC3 IM e
Enclosure é?l



April 7, 1947

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT

Rendered February 14, 1947, and March 17, 1947,

Mrs., Marion B, Aubert
Bulmer Apartments

185 S.E. Eighth Street
Miami, Florida

to
G. M., Colvocoresses

1102 Luhrs Tower
Phoenix, Arizona

Revision and copies of reports and maps of mining claims
of the Bragg Estate as requested in letters dated February 5
and February 10, 1947.

Office Expense and printing maps

and typing reports. - $13.30
Services 35,00

TOTAL $48.30
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February 14, 1947

EAI—'QIM | e AN

Mrs. Marion B, Aubert
Apartment 5-1

375 Park Avenue

New York City, New York

to
G. M, Colvocoresses

1102 Luhrs Tower
Phoenix, Arizona

Revision and copies of reports and maps of mining claims
of the Bragg Estate as requested in letters dated February 5
and February 10, 1947.

Office Expense and printing maps $13.30
and typing reports.

Services 35,00

TOTAL $48.30



MEMO RE: BRAGG)\AND HAMMON COPPER COMPANY

= 7p O )
Saturday, April 5, Mr., Wilson, geologist for the A, S. &,R‘

N
Company in Tuecson, and Mr, M%ﬁfpu'ﬂ; , another engineer from that

company, called me on the long distance telephone to say that they
expected to start examination work in the Prescott and Kirkland
areas during this coming week and would probably look over the
Bragg Estate Claims of which I had given a map to Mr, Stephens.
Later on they would plan to see me in Phoenix in order to collect
other data concerning this property and also such information as
they might desire regarding the Hammon or Zonia Claims; however
they would not ask ¥ for this information unless they considered
thp conditions favorable, and if I did not hear from them again,
I would understand that such was the case otherwise they would
probably ask that they be put in contact with Mrs, Aubert to whom
I will write in this matter.



May 22, 1947

Mrs, Marion B. Aubert
Bulmer Apartments

185 S.,E. Eighth Street
Miami, Florida

RE: DBragg Claims
Dear Mrs. Aubert:

As mentioned in my previous letters, your p op-
erty and other claims in their immediate vicinit
were being thoroughly investigated by engineers
representing a large mining company, actually the
American Smelting and Refining Company, and I have
cooperated with these men as much as possible in
trying to secure their interests.

I have just been advised that the American
Smelting and Refining Company have decided not to
continue with any further exploration or development
in the viecinity of Kirklaend, and I judge that their
decision was to a large extent based upon the result
of some drilling and development work on the old
Zonia or Hammon Copper property which was carried on
during the war, and the results of which I did not
know until after our recent correspondence.

If any large body of low grade ore had been
indicated on the Zonia Claims or anywhere in their
vicinity, there was every reasonable change that
any large company undertaking substantial operations
in that district would have beeh decidedly interested
in taking over your property since the mineralized
formations extend through a substantial portion of
your claims.

However, the results of the government work were
extremely discouraging and it does not appear likely
that any of the larger mining companies will be interested
in further investigation at the present time.

If you have any contacts with people in the East
who might be disposed to consider operating on a small
or moderate scale, I suggest that you might follow
such contacts to advantage and for my peart I will bear
in mind the fact that you would be disposed to lease or
sell your property on satisfactory terms and I shall not
overlook any opportunity to negstiaté = with responsible
people for a deal of that nature.

I hope that you have enjoyed a pleasant winter in
Florida, and remain,

GHC: IM

Yours very truly, kf”;7f~~-fimwa~



May 22, 1947

Mr. F. M. Stephens f
Post Office Box 2229 /&C 1

Tueson, Arizona
RE: Bragg Claims
Deer Mr. Stephens: : ‘
I have yours of May 20 and also received the \Blue
print of the Bragg Claims which I hope proved of some
value in making your examination.

The conclusion which you have reached does not
surprise me particularly since I have recently obtained
a copy of the government's report on the drilling which
they carried out on the adjacent property known as the
Zonia or Hammon Copper. It had been my idea that if any
large body of ore was indicated in the vicinity of the
Bragg Claims, they might doubtless have been included in
any deal involving mineralized country, but the work
which the government carried out was certainly enough to
discourage any prospective operator and I realize that
the showings oh the Bragg Claims are small and erratic,
and not likely to attract any company like the American
Smelting and Refining Company. :

I can only hope that you will find something better
in the future and I will certainly call to your attention
any property which appears to have possibilities.

Best personal regards.

Sincerely,

GMC: IM




D. J. POPE

MANAGER

Aa=25,11,2

AMERICAN SMELTING AND REFINING COMPANY
SOUTHWESTERN MINING DEPARTMENT
P. O. BOX 2229
TUCSON, ARIZONA

VALLEY NATIONAL BLDG.
TELEPHONE 503

May 20, 1947

S
Mr. George M. Colvocoresses ﬂ;2 ,Qﬁﬁ

1102 Luhrs Tower
Phoenix, Arizona

BRAGG PROPERTY i
11 miles S. E. of Kirkland Jet.
Yavapal County, Arizona

Dear Mr. Colvocoresses:

We have now examined this property and after caree
ful study of the information thus obtained together with
other data supplied by you and others already in our files,
we have reached the conclusion that the possibilities are
not sufficiently attractive to warrant further interest on
our part,

We regret that our decision is not more favorable
as we had hoped to find something we could take over and
develop which would result profitably both to you and our=
selves,

Please accept our thanks for the time granted us
in which to examine the property and for your consideration
in supplying us with the various data in your possession.
We assure you of our appreciation for your having brought
this to our attention and hope that the future may bring
forth something else which we can develop to our mutual
advantage.

With best personal regards,

Yours sincerely,
: <i;7(~5?szcijﬁzﬁz%aauz
L ] T

F. M EPHE
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February 14, 1947

Mrs. Marion B, Aubert
Apartment 5-1
375 Park Avenue
New York City, New York
RE: Bragg Estate Mining Claims

Dear Mrs, Aubert:

Promptly on receipt of your letter of February 10 and infor-
mation regarding your title to the property, I started to arrange
for the preparation of the documents which you had requested and
since you mentioned in your letter of February 5 that you had been
in contact with several parties regarding this property, I thought
it better to have extra copies of mapg and reports ‘prepared as this
involves almost no extra expense.,

I carefully checked over and revised the material which
appears in the condensed report and also in the report on your
placer ground, and I herewith enclose the following:

1., Copy of my original report of June 21, 1924. This is
somewhat long and technical and moreover it is obviously
out of date so that I doubt if you will wish to use it
when negotiating with other parties; although it may
prove useful for reference, and I hope that you can find
some of the reports which were made by other parties and
which you mention as having been more favorable.

2., Three copies of condensed report which I have brought up .
to date in so far as possible since I have not visited
your property after 1936 and statements regarding work
done subsequent to that date were made by other parties
or contained in your letters to me,

3. Three copies of brief report on the gold placer ground
along Placerita Creek. This area would perhaps be of
considerable value if someone were willing to spend the
money necessary to provide an adequate supply of water,
but water is very scarce particularly this year and all
of the local water may have been taken up by other
parties.

4, Three blue prints showing your claims and the location of
various workings. I apologize for this map since the
tracing from which it was made is old and in pregty bad
shape., Moreover this tracing in itself was a crude copy
of the original plat: made by one of the surveryors who
laid out the claims many years ago, but it is the most
accurate map of your claims which is in my possession, and
shows nearly all of the shafts, drifts and other develop-
ment work which had been carried on up to 1936.
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In reference to the Moyer Gold Mines, I know practically
nothing and I telephoned to one of the officials of the Arizona
Bureau of Mines who was only able to tell me that a desecription
of this property had been filed with them in 1939, and that they
had recently received a letter stating that development work on the
property was to be resumed. They had no record of any shipments of
ore made since 1939 and therefore I can hardly see how anyone could
state that this was "one of the most successful operations in
Apizona", but I could obtain no information concerning the results
of any recent developments; although it may be that an engineer who
is expected to come to Phoenix next week will be able to throw some
light on the matter, and if so I will promptly advise you.

If you have an opportunity to lease and option your claims
to responsible people who are in the mining business, I would
certainly advise you to make a contract of that nature but by all
means make sure that the lessee pays you some cash)in advance as
evidence of good faith and also agrees to pay a minimum rental or
royalty after they have been given a period of three or four
months in which to carry on their preliminary development.

You may recall that I made such an agreement on your behalf
with A, T. Russell back in 1935 and, for a'time at least, he kept
up his minimum monthly payments which brought you a small income
from your holdings.

The lessee should, of course, pay all taxes while leasing
the property and a royalty of 10% of net smelter or mill returns
is still usual and considered fair to both parties; although some
leases have a sliding scale royalty based upon the value of the
ore and in these ore having a value in excess of $20.00 per ton may
‘pay 128% or 15% royalty, and a higher rate when the ore has a value
exceeding say $40.,00 per ton.

I am sorry to say that mining property has not appreciated
in value on any such basis as real estate or dwellings in the
cities, and actually conditions are such that the margin of profit
in operating a mine and paying the present scale of wages and other
expenses is often less than it was before the war, or at least the
improvement has only come with the recent rise in the price of base
metals and this has had no beneficial affect on gold and has only
been slightly helpful to silver.

I shall be very glad indeed to be of any assistance in helping
to dispose of your property, but for some years past most of my con-
tacts have been with the larger mining companies who are only
interested in operating mines or those in which a large quantity of
pay ore has been actually developed so that I fear that my chances of
rendering such help are really very slim, and I hope that you can
make a deal through contact with some of the parties with whom you
have been in conference or correspondence.,

Am enclosing herewith statement of account.
Personal regards.
Yours very trulyb//

GMC: m : B a;/,“;f' 7
Enclosures : '
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PS A good many years ago one of the large mining companies drilled
the Zonia Claims not far from yours in the hope of finding low
grade discriminate ore.

The result of their work was not satisfactory at that time, but
more recently the demand for ore deposits of such a nature has
considerably increased and I have always thought that there was
a possibility that some such material might extent on to a
portion of your claims.

As time permits and with no expense to you, I will look over such
records and data as I can find which might bear on this subject,
and there is just a possibility that a situation might develop
which would help you to solve your problem in a very satisfactory
manner, .

Yours very truly,
7

d

L R
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375 Park Ave

Marion B. Rubert New York City.

Star Island
Montauk, N. Y.

Mr.George Colvocrosses,
1102 Luhrs Tower

Pheonix,
Az,

Dear Mr.,Colvocrosses-

Thanks for your letter of Feb.7th

I would appreciate having copies of your original
report also coples of " any letters or other reports
that might be helpful to me,

I would alos like &.blue-print of the mining claims

| and any other lmportant data.

\
\ Mr.Patterson was correct in his statement that my:
mining claims were sold for taxes when I was abroad,.

but since that time have been redeemed and I have title.

The parties interested in buying or leasing my claims
are associated with Byron Moyer of Kirkland. I have
been told that the Mover Gold Mines are one of the
most successful operations In Artzona and that as the
drilling of these mines approaches my claim,the Grow-
ler,the vein becomes richer.

Since you made your report in in 1924 I had some
other reports that if you will recall were more favor-
able, All this data was given to Ralph Bloomer,whom I
believe you knew,and never returned me. His offlce
must have lost the reports surveys etec.

At the present time is it more advantageous to
-lease or seel these claims? The last time I leasedl
the claims the agreement was that the leasor was to

| pay taxes and 10% royalty to me with an option to
\ purchase, If I were asked to make such a lease I
would have no idea what price to ask. If real estate
\vlaue or mining claims have appreciated in value as
hn,the East the claims8 shouldibe twice as much in val-
nation.

It might be helpful if you could obtain any infor-
mation regarding the Moyer Gold Mines, Mr.Moyer has



Marion B. Rubert
Star Island
Montauk, N. Y.

written me regarding my claims that adjoin his pro-

perty but is not at present in a position to invest
in more claims,

.Anything you may do to help me dispose of these

claims will be very much appreciated,and I expect to
recompense you for your time and trouble.

Yours sinc erely >
——— i
FebsI10th TR
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Mr.George Colvocresses,
1108 Luhrs Tower,
Pheonix,
Arizona.

Dear Mr.Colvocresses;

This past winter I have had many different people in<
terested in my mining claims in Yavapal Co.Arlzona but none of -
them seem to have the necessary financial backing to do any de-
velopment work.

1 have recently received a letter from a Mr.E.V.Schrimsher
of Rosewell N.M. Mr.Schrimsher visited my claims the end of Mareh
and reports that a Mr.Byron Moyer who has claims adjoining mine..
West of Growler and East of Sentinel and Sunshine,and working
against my line. 1

I understand Mr.Moyer has been in the district for some 8six
years and done exceedingly well. £y

Mr.Sehrmisher advises I do some work and I quote from his last
letter i il

" You. could with some little money go East of Moyers on top of .
the.hilljsay 200 ft.and have work done,which I think IO or I2 ft.
would be plentyyand East on the same clalm another shaft. That would
bleck quite a bit od acreage from Moyers last work.

The same would be true to the Sunshine and the property would

bring a fair price,$50.000.00 or up,if this can be shown as I am
sure it can be with 1little money. The old workinge that were done
years ago are of no particular benefit,as they are badlx caved in etec.
Bnd 1f there was any high grade gr® found it was taken.,

In your letter of May 2BAI934 you wrote as follows-

"I perfectly well realize that you do not wish tp attempt ors
operate the property yourself,nor would I advise you to do 8o under
any circumstances,but I assume you would be pleased to lease or sell
your claims to any responsible mining company etcC.

From a practical standpoint,it is extremily difficuly to inter-
est any prespective leaser or purchaser in either a raw peospect
or an 0ld mine where the workings are inaccessible and where en=
gineers can not measure of sample the ore reserves at least in part,.
and obtain some definate idea as to the probably future value of the
property.

Your claims are now under the dast catagory and I very much doubt
if it will be possible to make any satisfactory sale or lease unless
and until some of the old workings have been opened up and the exp
tent and value of the ore shoots in quartz veins can be thoroughly
investigated"
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Mr.Schrimsher also states he got specimens showing free gold
that assayed over §70.00 per ton.

Byron Moyer found gold ore in a shaft across the gulch and has
taken a number of assays along the vein,at foot of the hill,which runs
from $54.00 to $7I.00 per ton. This same vein I am told runs into my
claim the Growleq. iz

I have checked Mr.Schrimsher's references from his former asso-
ciates,who are well to do busliness men living in Miami,and they tell
me Mr.Schrimsher is responsible and been most honest in all his busle.
nees transactions with them,and can be trusted. 3

Iy The last thing I want to do is to g0 into the mining game,but

‘. on the other ha 4 if a few dollars spent as Mr,Schrimsher suggests,will
i?j help sell my claims I might consider having some work done on the clalm
A ad joining iMoyers claim.

What is your opinion in this matter? I am writing you as I feel
you know property,better than another engineer suggested by my lawyer,
and would give an honest opinlon.

From the number of letters I have received this past year from
mining engineers,business men,oil men, to say nothing of a dozen brok-
ers seeking options I feel there must be something developing in that
section of the country that has stirred up this new interest in my
peoperty.

Now there is a Mr.Paul Donley who is backed by a Mr.Walters of
Oklahoma City, Mr.Donley 1s from Prescott,who want me to give them
a lease and option. Do you know these men?

My address is the above untll May 8th and I would appreclate
/ hearing from you at your earliest convenlence.

Yours sincerely,

/ ' W o ey m

April 27th

P.S. Was a survey made of my claims in I935 and were not monuments
erected at corners of claims?




April 29th, 1938

Mrs., Marion B, Aubert
B Acres-
Syosset, New York

Re: Bragg Estate
Dear idrs. Aubert:

I heve just returned from a mining trip et moon and
hesten to reply to your letter of April 27th as far as I am
able to do s0. :

I have not visited your property or its viecinity
since the summer of 1936 up %o which time I reported at inter-
vals concerning the activities of Russell andé his essociates
most of whose work was done oBn theljfassachugetts ‘gother elaims
in the southwestern part of your group, al though he wes sink=-
ing a shaft on the Sentinesl and probably continued this
development later.

Russell built e small mill on the Henderson Claims
end took over a part of the bholdings of the Hassayampe Gold
Mining Company but his Company got intc financial diffifcultiss
end has recently been reorganized with a men nemed Soper in
control and they are plaaning to build another milles I am
told that Russell is no longer connected with these operations
but be is still eround the distriet and glanning 10 move
his own mill to some property in the vicinity of Wickenbursg,.
If you tave eny financial claim sgainst Russell your attorney
might meke an effort to cwllect through atteching some of
hies wechinery and equipment.

I 4o not think thet I havae ever met Moyer but I em
told thet he and & partner have been washing & little placer
gold at intervels and bhe 1is now trylang to secure money with
whick to purchese or ksase scaue of the Hepderson Claims and
if successful he hopes 0 operate in e more substaentisl manner,
I met Paul Donley lest year when he wes trying to develop
a little maengenese prospect in the vieinpity of Prescott. He
is a pleasant fellow personally, but at that time certeinly
did not appear to heve any financiel backing.

I beve never previously heard of ire. Sohrimsher nor
is he known to a local man who does & grod deal of business
in the vieinity of Plesceritas but I will try to find out some=
thing more about him the next time that I am in Prescott.m

Your mining oleims were surveyed for patent meny
years ago but the wooden corner posts had been burned down
end the lines were no longer traceable so that I hed a complete
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re~survey made for your account in the summer of 1932 and iron
monuments were erected at eaoh oorner, They were in excellent
:ondi. tion when I last sew them and I believe that such is still
he 0886.

It is difficult for me %o reply to the question asked
in your lmtter or to give you adviee in respect to the ex~
penditure of money on your cleims., First of all I think that
there is some mistake regerding the location and direction
of the work which Schrimsher bas advocated, I presume that
you have copies of the survey map of your claims whioh I
sent you some years ago, but on the chance thet no such copy
is handy I enclose & little pencil sketch showing the locatipnn
of the Growler, Nugget, Horn Spoon, Moraing Star, Seantinel and’
Sunshine, By refersnee %o the points of the compass, it would
appear that any cleims whi ch Moyer mey have in this wicinity
must lis south or posseibly southwest of the Growler eand east of
the Morning Star, Sentinel and Sunshine, He could not have
any claeims west of the Growler as these are all inocluded in
your group, The Growler oleim cuts across Placeritas Guleh
and 1t may be that you are advised to do same work on the hill
ne ar the eastern end of the Growler but this would not be
east of any claim of Moper's,

If my informstion is correoct, all of lloyer's work te
date has been in the development of placer ground and since
your advisor speaks of blocking out acreage rather than tonnage
I presume thet he also refers to placer but according to my
best recollection, there is very little placer on the Growler
excepting for a short distance in the bed of the creek and I
~don't think 1t would pay you to attempt to do eny development

at that particular point, ‘

Rl There is little more plecer on the Sunshine than on

the Crowler but you will recall that all the placer benches

are very shallow end thet the lack of water has prevented any
profi table exploitation of this gravel in the past although :
it might be worked if someone would spend & considerable eamount
of money in putting in a pumping plent some distence eway from
your claims and providing e substantial water supply.

As a genersl proposition, I do not believe that you
coul d hope to greatly change the value of your property from
any conservative engineering stemdpoint by spending a little
money in dsveldpment, Very often pedple start in with%he
idea that they cen meke @ mine by spending §$2000 or $5000
but axceptinz under excsptional conditions they usually spend
meny times that emount before they can reach a definite con=~
elusion and of course the outcome is entirely uncertain, I
believe-that your Father, first and last, must have spent close
to $100,000,00 on his ecleims without having proved up any really
substantial deposits of pay ore.
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‘ Things are pre ¢ty quiet just at the moment but gold
‘mining is stilli atirective and if you keep in touch with
people who seem interested in your property I think that you
may find someone who will either be willing to purochase it
outright at a reasonable figure or %o take it apésragain under
bond and leass paying you a minimum rental and spending their
owp money for development and unless you-arée perscnally fully
prepared to spend from $10,000,00 to $20,000.00, I greatly
doubt if it would be worth your while to start on any campaign
of explorstion or developmeskt,

Personal regardss

Yours very fruly,

:'rf
"N o R
- //&RC“ A

GMC:mf
Encs 1
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\‘ May 22, 1934.

Mrs. Marion B. Aubert,
Eight Acres,

Syosset, Long Island,
New York

Re: Placeritas

Dear Mrs. Aubert:

I have your letter of the 16th instant and sinece receiving
same I have looked over previous correspondence and reports on your pro-
perty and given the entire matter careful consideration.

I hesitate to advise anyone to spend money on mining pro-
perty when such an expendi ture must of necessity be more or less of a
gamble and may turn out to be a dead loss. On the other hand, it is
obvious that the present time is exceptionally favorable for the
operation or sale of any gold mines since many properties which could
not operate with profit while gold was worth only $20.,00 an ounce are
now in a position to make good money with gold valued at $35.00 an ounce.
In other words, ore such as was indicated on portions of your claims was
worth, say $8.00 a ton in 1924, when I examined them, and could not have
been mined and trested with any advantage, but it now becames worth
$14.00 a ton and there should be a margin of $4.00 to §5.00 per ton
profit in handling this grade of ore or a considerably larger margin
if it should be found to occur in any large quantity and wauld justify
the erection of a mill.,

I perfectly well realize that you do not wish to attempt
to develop and operate this property yourself, nor would I advise you
to do so under any circumstances, but I assume that you would be pleased
to lease or sell your claims to any responsible mining company or mine
operator who would at least pay you something in the shape of royalty
on shipments and who might be prepared to make a purchase at some figure
which you considered satisfactory.

From a practicel standpoint, it is extremely difficult
to interest any prospective leaser or purchaser in either & raw prospect
or in an old mine where the workings are largely inaccessible and where
Engineers cannot measure and sample the ore reserves at least in part
and obtein some definite idea as to the probably future value of the

property.

Your claims are now uider this last category and 1 very
much doubt if it will be possible to make any satisfactory sale or
lease unless and until some of the old workings have been opened up
and the extenf andvwadlue of the ore shoots in the quartz veins can be
thoroughly investigated.
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If the claims belonged to me personally and I was obliged
to pay the taxes annually, I think thet I should feel like risking a
few thousand dollars under present conditions on the chance that this
expenditure would enable me to derive some income or retura from pro-
perty which at present is a small but continuous liability.

I believe thet well directed work involving an expense
of from $1000 to $2000 might prove up some of the better ore which
apparently was found by your Father in the shafts and tunnels which
are now caved in, but it might be necessery to spend approximately
double that sum in order to properly develop these showings and put the
claims in shape for examination by visiting Engineers representing
a prospective purchaser. I think that the work should be eonfined %o
the three best veins which now outerop on the claims, one of which is
found on the Black Bird where I obtained a semple which at present
prices would have & value of §16.00 per ton in gold and which also
carried 10% in copper.

Another good vein is found on the Harrison where my
smmple showed a value of $15.,00 in gold and the best showing was on the
Massachussets cleim where your Father sunk e shaft and ran a long tunnel
and where I was able to sample some ore on the dump which had a value
of $29.00 per ton in gold., I think that at the outset this last
location should command perticular ettention for if it were possible
to open up the old tunnel and find she vein guy place from where the-
$29.00 ore was taken this showing alone, unless it is a small pocket,
should meke the property quite attractive. Unfortunately, it is im-
possible to tell just how much caving has taken place in the Massachussets
tunnel and it might be impossible to clean this out without very heavy
expense in which case the work would probably be best confined to the
shaft and the surface showings on this claim and the other claims
mentioned.

In reference to your fear that high grade ore might be
dbncealedd by the men who found it, I can assure you that this 1s
really not justified. In the first place, it is extremely unlikely
that any spectacular ore exists on your property as it i1s not found
anywhere in that vicinity. Sometimes one can pretty well judge the
copper content of an ore by looking at the samples, but the gold in
the veins found in the viecinity of Placeritas nearly always carries
iron and copper sulphide and even the most experlenced miner cannot
tell whether the value is $5.00 or §$50.00 per ton, which fact can only
be determined by taking proper samples and sending these to an Assayer.

In the second place, I believe I can say that in all of
the work which I have directed I make it a point to dmercise sufficient
personal supervision to meke it impossible for any employee to deceive
me concerning any substantial find which he had made. Of course, if
any gold nuggets or small fragments carrying visible gold should be
brought to light eny man can slip these in his pockets without de-
tection, but such a discovery is extremely unlikely end would have no
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great bearing on the value of your properiy from a mining standpoint.

Moreover, practically all of the men who worked for me
in such development have been in my employ off and on for from fifteen
to twenty years and I know them to be reliable and honest.,

I could not very well give entire personal attention to
sueh operations as I have suggested above, but I am carrying on some
similar work on a gold-silver property a short distance further to the
North and also I have some leasers working on another group of claims
Eest of Pleceritdés in the Bradshews so in any event I shall be fre-
quently passing not fer from your property and if any active work were
in progress I would, of course, make it a point to spend as much time
there as might seem essential to lay out the expdhoration and to super-
vise the progress and results and the expense of such supervision is
included in the estimate of expenditure made in the early part of this

etter.

, Please understand that I am merely trying to put the
situation before you in as fair a menner as possible, As your property
stands today I think it very doubtful if a lease or sald can be ob~-
teined, If further development should be carried on and the results
were not satisfactory, the situation would certainly not be improved
but if some good ore should be developed and considering the local
interest in gold mining which is now apparent, I think it highly pro=
bably that a lease or sale could be made and I have some assurance
to this effect from parties in Prescott whom I have tried to interest
in the Placeritas Claims but who feel that the preliminary reopening
and exploration of this property should be done by the owner before
they would care to make a proposition and, of course, that proposition
would be dependent upon the result of the exploration mentioned.

I.note thet you intend to sail for England the 20th of
June and take this opportunity to wish you a very pleasant voyage and
I can assure you that whether or not any further work is %o be carried

on, I will cond@iinue to do my best to find a purchaser or leasee for

your mining claims.

Since it may be difficult to communicate with you
promptly while you are abroad, let me suggest that before sailing you
should write me a little more concerning the value which you would
place upon your property. Most mining claims are turned over under
what is termed a "bond and lease", The bond is really an option to
purchase and the lease provides that the leasee may operate and ship
ore during the term of the lease and option, which option he may
exercise at any time prior to its expiration date.

The usual term of such an agreement is either two or
three years, and the royalty is now generally 10% of the net Mint or
Smelter returns altho it used to be considerablg higher. I make i%
a point to insist that any lessee, after holding the property for
three months, should pay a minimum royalty or rental, which in the
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case of your property should not be less than $100 per month. Also,
they are responsible for the payment of the taxes.

As to the purchase price of the claims, this should
be largely dependent upon the ore showings. As these stand at present,
the property may not appear attractive at any price, and it would surely
be difficult to option the entire group for as much as §$10,000, If one
or more promising veins of gold ore-should be opened up it might well
be in order to set the price at $20,000 to §25,000 or a higher figure
i€ the showing was sufficiently attractive.

Should I be instrumental in effecting a sale; I would
expect a 10% commission which is usual in cases of this kind, and of
course, as your pepeesentative I would make every effort to obtain the
highest price thet might seem justifiable., I would like at present to
know something of your ideas on this subject and whether the figures
suggested would meet with your approval.

Very sincerely,

S e

G. M. Colvocoresses

GMC/HC




Juns 1lth, 1936

Mrs, Mariom B. Aubert /y&v /4 Lo

Eight Acres
Syosset, New York

SUBJECT: REPORT CONCERNING OPERATIONS OF A. T. RUSSELL IN
CONNECTION WITH BRAGG ESTATE MINING CLAIMS.
Dear Mrs. Auberi:

‘ This report will cover the recent activities of
ur..Ruasell in accordance with the terms of the lease on your
property dated Hovember lst, 1935.

Russell's principal activities have been in connection
with the gonstruction of a mill for the treatment of your ore.
After considerable study of various situations Russell decided
that i1t was bhest to construet this mill on Bonanza (Creek, a.short
distance to the east of your claims, since he was thus assured
of a plentiful supply of water without being obliged %o pump.
for a distence of at laast»one-haIf mile and over a ridge
some two hundred feet in height, and Kusssll acéordingny leased
or purchased from e man named Henderson the site which he desired
for his plant.

From a practical operating standpoint Russell's decision
in this regard was undoubtedly a wise one since water is most
essential for all milling operations and it will be cheaper for
him %o haul the ore from various portions of your claimé to the
nillsite and water supply than to have pumped the water over the
hill to any one particular location on your property, which, in

! =
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eny event would have msde it necessary to haul ore from the

various mine openings, none of which would have been suitable for

the location of & concentrator. It is obviously to cverybne's .
advantage that Russell's mining end milling should be conducted
with the least possible expense in order that profit may acoruo.' ,
and I feel that he was well advisdd dn plading the mill where he did,

The said conoentrating mill is gow practically oompleted, .
consisting essentially 1n/ore bin into which the ore will be
dumped into trucks by gravity. a 6 by 8 Blake type Grusher, .
fine ore bin with feeder to 7 by 4 Ball Mill operating in return
circuit with a drag classifier from which the fine pulp will
go to a 6 cell flotation plant and the tailings will pass over
a Butchart Table. There is also a Cone Classifier for dewatering
the tailings which will be disposed of further down along
Bonanza Oreek while the concentietes for the present time will
be dried in the open and shipped to the smelter from which the
best terms can be obtained.

On June 7th when I last visited the property it appeared
that the mill could easily be completed within the next two weeks,
but inasmuch as it has been found advisable to instell a larger
engine for motive power than was at firsi eontemplated 1t‘1ay
1ikely that this mill will not go into sctive operation until
about the first of July at which time the active mining should
also COMMencs «

The actual work on your eclains has so far been uonfined
prineipally to the building of roads in which Russell secured the

cooperation of the County road crew on some bterms with which
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3 &m not femilier., In any event the result has been very
satisfactory and whereas 1% was formerly nesessary to traverse
the claims entirely on foot it is now possible to drive over
véry passable roads to the site of the mini! workings on the-
Sentinel and Massachusetts Claims and also to the Nugget and
Navy Claims where Russell has been doing sane work intended '

to develop a large body of low-grade gold ore in the schist.

N
%

!
the Black Bird, Slue Bird, Massachusetts, and Sentinel, and

The principal development to date has been done on

a headframe has been erected on the Sentinel over an old
shaft. At this point a compressor is now being instslled snd
the production of ore on e small scale can very shortly
commence while 1t is expected to operate a little later_on.tho
Massachusetts and also on the Blue Bird from which some very
nice samples of ore have recently been teken. The'futﬁra,
work on the Nugget and Navy Claims is somewhat uncertein and
will depend upon the grade of the ore which mﬂy be developed
over a wide area of schist but it offers some very interesting
possibilities.

Up %o the present time Russell hes kept essuring

me thet all of the mining work was being carried on by his
brother;.his son ; and himself, who were partners in this
enterprise and therefore not subjeet to the Workmen's
Compensetion Insuranne Lew or in the case of the roads

by indepdndent contractors who were in the same position end
since the mill was being constructed on other property I

have so far complied with his request in not insisting upon

L4

nis teking out the Workmen's Compensation Insurence, since the
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lack of this did not in any way effect your interest. I now
feel, however, thet the time has come to enforce this
provision of the contraect and have aeoordlngly written to

Russell as per carbon dnclosed requesting that the Insurance

S Poiioy should be made effedtive without further delayand
3 I expeot %o follow this matter up and make certain that the

policy is issued.

It is my opinion that Russell will start his
mining ﬁnd milling early in July as mentione! above and
will probably not actually mill more than 200 to 400 tons of
ore during the first month, The value of this ore is somewhat

problematical but if an average of §10.00 or better per ton

gan be recovered the produstion will have a net value of §$2,000

to $4,000 and the royalty payable/i‘%e%e month of July
should accordingly be {20000 to $400.00,

From that time forward if Russell is even moderately
successful the tonnage should substgntially i.crease and '
although I believe that 1t will be several months before he
can reach his goal of 50 tons per day there is every:reasoh
to expect that the value of the production and the royaliy
will steadily increase each month always provided that he is
able to develop additional ore of similar or better grade and
while I do not feel that ény definite prediction can be

hade in this regard I consider the outlook as favorable and
have made several suggestions in respect to the development
of the property which I trust will prove to be useful.

Up to the present time Russell has lived up to his
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flnanoial obligations both ia your regard'and insofer as I can
iearn in respect to the payment of his emyloyaja and for the
purchase of his machinery and equipment. It is my impression
that the parties who are financing Russell are putting up Jjust
about so much money per month as otherwise he night have
hurried his scetivities to some extient and employed a larger
crew of men in development and mill oonstruction, but everything
considered I feel that his operations have been satisfactory
and trust that you wili agree with me on this point,

I am atlaching a statement showing the payments
which Russell has made to date, all of which are in
sccordancd with the terms of the lease agreement,

I wish to bring %o your attention the question
of recording the Russell Lease in the office of the County
Recorder in Prescott., This procedure is not required by
law and very frequently is not done at all but some of the
leading lawyers of the State advise their clients te have
such mining leases put on record as an added protection
against eny claime or liens which might be filed on the
propertys The cost of recording depends on the lengpn of thé_
lease and es far as I can Jjudge in your case will be'somaﬁhat
less than $10.00 end if you so instruet I will meke : i
the proper arrangements with the Recorder of Yavapei conhty.

Yours very truly,

GMC: DF




lay, $100.00.

~STATEMENT _
June 1lth, 1936

Paymsnfs by Ae Te Russell to G. M, Colvocoresses as Agent
for Mrs. Aubert under thée terms of the lease and option agreement

daggg November 1st, 1935 .

December 20th, 1935====by oash,\ﬁﬂOQ.O s of which $187.73
peid to Tax Collector of Yavapai Coulity, &s per receipt for taxss
previously sent and $72.27 retained by G« M, Colvooorésses for
disposal as might be instructed by Mrs..Auberﬁ.

o sl A0k o O RO KRR R
May 21st, 1936, by eheck covering rental due for the month of

o s o e e ofe ol e o kol sk

e ——

Juie 7th, 1936, by check covering rental for the'menth of
June, §100400.

o o o s SRk o o A o

TOTAL PAYMENTS MADE BY RUSSELL 10 DATEweweewews§d00,00
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of the property whichﬁi trust will prove to be useful. I am also

consulting with Russéil in respect to the shipment of his concentrates;

from the settlement for which the purchaser will deduct the royalty
to be paid directly to you or your representative.

Up to the present time Russell has lived up to his
financial obligetions both in your regard and insofar as I can
learn ih respect to the payment of his employees‘and forvthe
purchase of his machinery and equipment, and I am attaching a
statement showing the payments which Russell has made to date, all
of which are in accordance with the terms of the lease agreement.

I wish to bring to your attention the question of
recording the Russell Lease in the office of %.e County Recorder
1n'Presoott. This prooedure is not required by law and very
frequently is omitted, but some of the leading lawyers of the
State advise their clients to have such mining leases pgt on
record as an added protection against any claims or liens which
might be filed on the property. The cost of recording flepends '
on the length of the lease and as far as I can Jjudge in your
case will be somewhat less than $10,00 and if you so instruct
I will make the proper arrangements with the Recorder of
Yavapal County. %

Yours very truly,

GMC: DF




REPORT ON MINING CLAIMS
OF
BRAGG ESTATE

!,,\ M. Colvocoresses

LOCATION AND GENERAL DESCRIFTION:

The property of the BRAGG ESTATE, which I have examined,
coneists of twenty (20) Patented Mining Claims, listed below, com-
prising approximately 375 acres.

The lorg axis of the property is Northeast-Southwest, length
neerly two miles; the width varies from 600 feet (one claim), to a
maximum of 3,000 feet. (See Claim Map attached.)

This property is located in the Placerita Mining District,
Yavapal County, Arizona, end in the foothills West of the Bradshaw
Mountains. <The surface consists of a series of ridges approximately
400 feet elevation above the gulches which separate them. The alti-
tude 18 from 4200 feet to 4600 feet above sea level. There are no
trees but the claims are covered with s heavy growth of brush, prin-
cipally scrub oak, menzanita and buck brush, which has almost entirely
obliterated the 0ld roads and trails used some 20vyeara ago. The
surface is quite worthless for agriculture, but a lerge flock of
goats appeared to find it excellent pasture. Some water is found in
French Gulch, also in Arastra Creek, to the East of the Bragg Claims,
and there are a few little springs in thies viecinity.

The nearest town i1s Kirkland, center of a ranching district,
with a population of about 100; elevation 3,927 feet; located on the
Prescott and Eastern Brench of the Santa Fe Rallroad 30 mliles from
Prescott by rail and 25 miles by road.

From Kirkland there is a falr automoblle road for 13 miles
to the Zonia Camp, ani the McMahon sha ft, the latter located one-half
mile from the North end of the Bragg Claims. From the MchMashon shaft
1t is necessary to cover the Bragg Claims on foot and any mining
operations would involve the construction of new roads at considerabple
expense. The cost of freighting by truck from Zonie to Kirkland may
be tcken as $3.50 per ton. 5
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The claims mow belonging to the Bragg Estate are named
as follows:

Contact Numbers 1 & 2; Navy, Numbers 1, 2, 3, & 4.

Nugget; Slipper ; Growler; Harrison; Hillside;

Massachusetts; Big White; Blue Bird; Sentinel;

Hornspoon; Morning Star; Sunshine; Moming Light;

Black Bird .

Messrs. Norris and Norris, Attomeys of Prescott, Arizona,
advise that the taxes on these claims have been paid for this year.
They furtheradvise in a letter dated June 1lth, 1924, that at one
time the Hanazneta and Harrisonburg clai ms were included in negotias
tions, but upon thelir investigation of the title they concluded that
these two clasims had never belonged to the Bragg Estate.
iI3TORY:

The Placerita District was active in the 80's and 90's, dur-
ing which period the creek beds were dry-placered for Gold and 1t is
stated that in the aggregate considerable value was recovered. The
location of the lode claims in the vicinity of these creeks were in-
tended to cover the quartz veins from which the placer gold was supposed
to have originated. “ubseqguent development ond mining hes failed to
prove that any of these numerous veins contalned work able deposits
of ore.

As far as I can learn, the claims now owned by the Bragg
Estate were located, or purchased, by Hr. Hise, who transferred, or
gold, them to Mr. C. C. Bragg, &nd considerable develoopment work wes
carried on from 1800 until 1904, mainly for the purpose of exploring
the quartz veins which outerop at several points on the property.

Results of this development work were prectically negative,
exce:t for a small production of Gold-bearing ore from the Massachpsetts,
Blue Bird and Blsck Bird claims, which was shipped to an old stamp
mill, still standing, at Placerita. Ore for this mill, which has
been idle some twenty years, was also procured from the Corsl Mine
and other properties in the vicinity. t

Since work ceased on the Bragg claims, considersble deve 10p§
ment has been done at intervals in their vicinity - mainly on the
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Hcilahon and Zonia properties, where there are sabstantial indicat!ons
of Copper, some of which extend on to the Bragg property. In 1911
and 1912 the Shannon Copper Company had options in this Pistrict and
did somechum drilling with unsstisfactory results. From 1919 to 1922
the claims of the Zonia Company, licMahon and Bragg Estate were all
optioned to the Spilsbury Syndicate, whrich was really the exploration
department of the Anaconda Copoer Company, and a very careful study
of the general geology and surfece showings was made by the Engineers
of this Synilcate. They also sunk tc a depth of 800 feet, the shaft
-on the licMahon claims, Just North of the Bragg and did some drifting
and cross-cutting but failed to find any commercial body of Copper
ore?j These people were working on the theory that a large deposit
of dissemins ted Copper would be found in the porphyry which covers
a portion of the 4onia, MeMshon and Bragg properties, and that there
would be a zone of seécondary enrichment at a depith of from 400 to 800
feet, wh:i.ch might develop into a large low grade Copper mine. The
work which they d4id gave unsatisfactory results, since the aversge
of the dissemindted area was only 4 of 1 per cent Cooper. Accordingly
the option on all these claims wes dropped, but thelir work did not
necessarily prove th: t smsaller bodles of commercisl ore may not be
fouﬁd under the individual out-crops.
GEOLOG Y3

The geolazy of this country has been studied by the U, 5.
Geological Survey, and more especlally by the Geologists of the
Spilsbury Syndicate, and Mr. Spilsbury kindly gsve me information con-
cerning their comeclusl ms, vhich was very helpful. The attached claim
map will ahow‘ the outlines of the variocus formations.

The main mass of country rock 1s classed as a Pre-Cambrian
Diorite, which has been metamorphosed in parts to Chlorite and Seri-
cite Schist. Through this Piorite other rocks have intruded ahd
particularly a porphyry which varies from a granite porphyry to quartz
monzonite. The latter formation is considered most favorsble for the
occurrence of Copper, which appears to have been derived from a deep-
seated magma and to hae impregnasted the porphyry after this rock has

been sheared to a vepy considerable extent.
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The mineralization originally consisted of Copper and
Iron Pyrites, but near the surface there has been oxidation and
leaching so that very small trace of these primary minerals 1s now
found exceot in the drill holes and shafts on the Zonla and neighbor-
ing properties.

\'l‘he ﬁorﬂwm portion of the Bragg C1aims 1s partly covered
by Gila conglomerste , of znuc;!jz‘ later date than the Diorite, Schist or
Porphyry, and apparently entirely barren of any metallic minerals .

Bunning theugh the older formations, (generslly in a North-
South direction ), are numerous veins of quartz, often highly stained
with iron. BSome of these, - as on the Big White, and Massachusetts,
- have a2 width of 6§ to 8 téet, but for the most part they are merely
stringers from 3 to 12 inches in width, and can only be traced fara
short length * a shallow depth. ®mll values in Gold are found
in nearly all the se veilns and the wore hesvily mineralized were made
the ra.a,bjeot of the development work, and, in some cases, produced a
small quaniity of ore.

The ares of porphyry which was considered likely to con-
tain dissemimmted Copper on the Navy claims, of the Bragg Estate,
amounted to a total of slightly over eight acres.

Comparing the geological conditions on the Bregg property
with those which are found elsewhere in Yavapal County, I do not
consider them favorasble for any large deposit of Copper or Gold ore.
Small lenses with good values in Gold oceur frequently in quartz
stringers simllar to those found here, but exploration and development
during the pest forty years has falled to prove up any worth while
mine in velns of thischaracter.

WO NGS ON B CLATNS:

The exploration and development work on the Bragg property
was apparently intended to prove up the extent and value of the quartz
veihs mentioned and considering the character of the surface showings
it has been very thorough. Unfortunately, most of the work which was
done 80 meny years ago is now difficult to exemine. The sides of
the Bbrenches have fallen in, the timbers are all ocut of the shafts,
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the tunnels are mostly caved (excepting one on the Navy No. 2) and
stope@ are entirel y inaccessible. Under these conditions it was
impossible to galn access to meny of the o0ld workings or to sample,
except near the surface and on the dumps. To thoroughly clean out
the shafts and tunnels would involve an expenditure of probably $3,000
to $4,000 and I would not consider such expenditure Justifisble.

Along the surface of the claims numerous trenches were cut
acreoss the formetion and the cuartz veilns and cross-cut tunnels on the
Hillside, (now wholly caved), Blue Bira and Havy No. 2, were mun to
considerazble dist ances, with the same object in view., As far as can
now be determined, in some sases no quartz velns were cut at a2ll, as
they had pinched between the tunnel and thé surface - zlaez!he re the
guartz, when encountered, proved barren or too low grade to be worked
with profit.

On the Navy No. 1 a shaft 75 fect deep followed down a
quartz veln 4' wide on the surface and some sté ping was done along side
the shaft. Semple from this veln, taken at point marked "#2% on the
map, showed no 8ilver and only $0.80 Gold per ton.

Along the top of a ridge on the Black Bird and Blue Bird
claims Copper staine were noted for some dlstance and in places smell
lenses one to three feet wide showed Carbon:te and Sulphide Copper ore.
4 picked sample from one of these lecnses (marked "#5" on the claim
map) showed $9.00 values in Gold and “ilver per ton and 10.;5'?5
Copper but fnfortunately all indications prevented the assumption
that there was any substaential tonnszge of this good ore.

On the Harrison claim a twenty five foot shaft was sunk on
a fourfoot cuartz vein and some ore had been mined. Samples taken
here (at points merked "#3% and “#4%" on the map) averaged $7.80 per
ton in Gold and trace of Silver.

On the Nuggset claim a deep shaft in Chlorite Schist shows
a quartz veln 2' wide and samples {at point an the map), showed
value of $2.20 in Gold snd Silver.

On the Msssachusetts claim was found the best surface showing
on the property, - a strong quartz veln 5 ' wide. A ghaft 45' deep -
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now partly filled with water - was sunk on this vein which near the
collar of the shaft (marked "#6" on the map), assayed $15.60 per ton
in Gold.

& ghort dist ance down the shaft the vein appeared to cut
off and @14 not look nearly as strong as on the surface. The so-called
Massachusetts Tunnel, - now entirely caved in, - on the Hillside
cld m, (Marked "B"), was evidently started with a view to cutting
this vein in depth but wes mot driven far enough to accomplish this
result,

On the Big White claim a strong Qquartz oﬁtcrop can be traced
for some distance, width 5 to 8 feet, and showing iron, olivine and
epldo®e. 4 sample ("#7" on the map), taken from pits on this veln
showed it to contain only $0.80 in gold and no silver or copper.

The above detailed description covers only the showings
and workings which appeared to be the more important. HNumerous other
workinzs, consisting of surface trenches, shallow pits, tunnels and
open-cuts were noted and examined, insofar as they were accessible,

In none of them di1d there apopear any ore that might be considered
valuable under any condition or any indications favorable to the find-
ing of such ore. BSamples taken from somme of the iron-stalned quartz
outcro ppings showed only a trace of precious metals.

GHBORING :

Under the circumstances it seemed advisable to pay special
attention to the results which had ben obtalned through development
work on the adjacent properties.

To the Southwest of the Bragg claims a small Gold ¥ine, known
as the Coral, had been opened up by 2 shaft sunk on a2 Quartz vein in
schist and said to be 400' deep. This mine produced some high grade
ore from small pockets and lenses but was abandoned some twenty years
ego and presumbly the work was not profitable to the owners. A sample
teken from the dump showed a vslue of $9.70 per ton in Gold and Silver.

Gonal&erable developoment work wee done on the ﬁarﬂsonbgrg,

which, @ogether with the Manzanite, is now sald to be owned by the
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Isabella Mining Obmpaux. ﬂﬂ}k here had also been abandoned many years
ego and all 1ndicaxians oointed to the results hsving been entirely
unsuoeesafnl.

North and Vest of the Bragg property lie the Zonia, HMcMahon
and Howard Groups, all three of which have attracted considerable
attentio:n as possible Copper producers. On the Zonla and McMshon
there are surface outcrops of oxidized Copper ore, from which a emall
tonnegge was shlpped at intervals to the smelters and when the price
of COpﬁer was high a little profit wes realized by the owners, Shafts
on both these properties have indicated a continustion of the Oxidized
ore for some distance downwerds but heve so raf falled to develop any
substantlial body of Sulphides below and elthough these properties have,
&t times, been developed under option by operating Companies, including
the Shannon and the Anaconda, the Engineers who conducted the work
heve not felt that the claims were sufficlently attractive to merit
eny attempt to epen them as produeing mines. In other wpfds, such
deveLOpment and exploretion as was carried on gave unsétisfactory re-
a1lts . '
thet some day (but probably seversl years in the future), thé Zonia
and MclMahon properties will be worked for Copper and it 1s quite
possible that the ore bodles may extend over on to the Bragg Claims,
although since practically no development work has been done on the
North end of the Bragg claims, it is impossible to make/this statement
a8 anything more than an opinion. Should the Zonia - Mellshon Group,
be taken over and operested at a later date, it is provable that the
parties condueting this work might also desire to explore and possibly
to acquire the Bragg clalms and the prospective value of all these
Groups seem to rest upon the chance of their becoming Copper producers,
rather than on any likelihood of working Gold ore with profit.
CONGLUBSION:

It is apparent that no commercial body of eithe r Gold or
Copper ore has yet been developed or indicated on the Bragg property
and therefore the problem is to decide whether or not the chances

of finding such an ore body Jjustify further expenditure and development.
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~F You mentioned in vour last letter the pushing of the Black Bird
tunnel. Suppose you have received my letter of recent date in which
I sent you a copy of the notice in the Courier, where I had adver-
tised bids on this work. I am very anxious to see that tunnel put

in another 200 feet, but the price is staggering. I enclose you two
or three bids received up to date, to show vou the difference hetween
$7 and the price asked, so you may know we have struck some hard

rock. This hard formation however is something that is not at all
discouraging. I have samples of the rock being analized now, as it
all carries more or less values, even the hardest rock that we have.
You may give me your instructions on this as soon as possible, as all
the bids will be in by the 16th. Now comes the Massachusetts tunnel,
I have been sampling that for the last few days and I have made a dis-
covery that is rather perplexing. This Jim O'Hara, who is a pretty
hard customer, for some reason or other, while he was in the tunnel
during myabsence east, cut through a twelve foot vein of ore 300 feet
from the mouth of the tunnel. After rassing through the dust from
the shooting had covered the walls of the tunnel so that it had & uni-
form look as I passed in, and not discovering the true situation, he
telling me that he had not struck any ore. I went over there with Nr.
Van Moll to do a little sampling, when I discovered this vein. I en-
close you the assays that you may know exactly the situation.

I fear that our friend Mr. Allen would have to get us something
over a trace this time, although the assays are not exciting, but an
average. The vein proper is twelve feet wide; one sample, No. 55 is
2 feet wide; No. 56 is 3 feet wide; No. 53, 3 feet. From the appear
ance of the ore as I took it out, I thought we would get great deal
higher assays, as it is fine looking ore. Now it is my opinion that
we should drift 100 feet each way from this tunnel on the vein, It
surely will come into a pay shoot as all the ore in the vein runs in
& pay shoot, and this should he done by all means. I opened up a
little cut on top of the hill over the Black Bird tunnel and I got
an average of about two feet of fine quartz, Ho. 57, that went well
in copper and $4.40 in gold. I can run the drift in the Massachu-
setts tunnel for $5 a foot by contraet, and take out ore every foot
of the way. I wish you would deeide to let me do this. :

In reference to the Spot Mine, if I had the eash on hand to
make a deal with this man Jackson, I helieve I could get it for $700.
He wants $1500 now, which is &ll right from his standpoint, as we
are developing his mine right along. Of course I understand the
situation, that our friends, Mr. Green and McFarland probably don't
care to invest any more hefore they get some returns, but the Spot
Mine surely ought to helong to this Company for the money asked, as
it is a great help in many ways. There is rich ore to he taken off
of the mine now. You mentioned in Jour letter again, the deal of
Cushing. You must remember, about the time I was in Cincinnati and
after I returned here, that Cushing was organizing a Development Com-
pany. At that time I was not very confident that lr. Cushing would
be able to enlist capital to any very great extent. On my return
here, however, through a friend of mine in Chicago, who I put in




REPORT ON MINING CLAIMS
of

BRAGG ESTATE
. M. Colvocoresses

June 21, 1924, Humboldt, Arizona
LOCATION AND GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

The property of the BRAGG ESTATE, which I have examined, consists of twenty
(20) Patented Mining Claims, listed below, comprising approximately 375 acres.

The long axis of the property is Northeast-Southwest, length nearly two miles; the
width varies from 600 feet (one claim), to a maximum of 3, 000 feet. (See Claim
Map attached.)

This property is located in the Placerita Mining District, Yavapai County, Arizona,
and in the foothills West of the Bradshaw Moumnains. The surface consists of a
series of ridges approximately 400 feet elevation above the gulches which separate
them. The altitude is from 4200 feet to 4600 feet above sea level. There are no
trees but the claims are covered with a heavy growth of brush, principally scrub
oak, manzanita and buck brush, which has almost entirely obliterated the old roads
and trails used some 20 years ago. The surface is quitehworthless for agrk ulture,
but a large flock of goats appeared to find it excellent pasture. Some water is found
in French Gulch, also in Arastra Creek, to the East of the Bragg Claims, and
there are a few little springs in this vicinity.

The marest town is Kirkland, center of a ranching district, with a population of
about 100; elevation 3, 927 feet; located on the Prescott and Eastern Branch of the
Santa Fe Railroad 30 miles from Prescott by rail and 25 miles by road.

From Kirkland there is a fair automobile road for 13 miles to the Zonia Camp,

and the McMahon shaft, the latter located one-half mile from the North end of the
Bragg Claims. From the McMahon shaft it is necessary to cover the Bragg

Claims on foot and any mining operations would involve the construction of new roads
at considerable expense. The cost of freighting by truck from Zonia to Kirkland

may be taken as $3.50 per ton. '

The claims now belonging to the Bragg Estate are named as follows:

Contact Numbers | and 2; Navy, Numbers 1, 2, 3, and 4.
Nugget; Slipper; Growler; Harrison; Hillside;
Massachusetts; Big White; Blue Bird, Senmtinel;
Hornspoon; Morning Star; Sunshine; Morning Light;
Black Bird.

Messrs. Norris and Norris, Attorneys of Prescott, Arizona, advise that the
taxes on these claims have been paid for this year. They further advise in a
letter dated June lith, 1924, that at one time the Manzaneta and Harrisonburg



claims were included in negotiations, but upon their investigation of the title
they concluded that these two claims had nev er belonged to the Bragg Estate,

HISTORY:

The Placerita District was active in the 80's and 90's during which period the
creek beds were dry-placered for Gold and it is stated that in the aggregate
_considerable value was recovered. The location of the lode claims in the

vicinity of these creeks were intended to cover the quartz veins from which the
placer gold was supposed to have originated. Subsequent development and mining
has failed to prove that any of these numerous veins contained workable deposits of
ore. ;

As far as I can learn, the claims now owned by the Bragg Estate were iocated, or
purchased, by Mr. Hise, who transferred, or sold, them to Mr. C. C. Bragg,
and considerable development work was carried on from 1900 until 1904, mainly
for the purpose of exploring the quartz veins which outcrop at several points on

the property. ‘

Results of this development work were practically negative, except for a small
production of Gold-bearing ore from the Massachusetts, Blue Bird and Black
Bird claims, which was shipped to an cld stamp mill, still standing, at
Placerita. Ore for this mill, which has been idle some twenly years, was also
procured from the Coral Mine and other properties in the vicinity.

Since work ceased on the Bragg claims, considerable development has been

done at intervals in their vicinity - mainly on the McMahon and Zonia properties,
where there are substantial indications of Copper, some of which extend on to

the Bragg property. In 191l and 1912 the Shannon Copper Company had options in
this District and did some churn drilling with unstaisfactory results. From 1919
to 1922 the claims of the Zonia Company, McMahon and Bragg Estate were all
optioned to the Spilsbury Syndicate, which was really the exploration department
of the Anaconda Copper Company, and a very careful study of the general geology
and surk ce showings was made by the Engineers on the McMahon claims, just
North of the Bragg and did some drifting and cross-cutting but failed to find any
commercial body of Copper ore. These people were working on the theory that

a large deposit of disseminated Copper would be found in the porphyry which
covers a portion of the Zonia, McMahon and Bragg properties, and that there
would be a zone of secondary enrichment at a depth of from 400 to 800 feet, which
might develop into a large low grade Copper mine. The work they did gave
unsatisfactory results, since the average of the disseminated area was only

1/2 of 1 per cent Copper. Accordingly the option on all these claims was dropped,
but their work did not necessarily prove that smaller bodies of commercial ore
may not be found under the individual out-crops.



GEOLOGY:

The geology of this country has been studied by the U. 8, Geological Survey, and

more especially by the Geologists of the Spilsbury Syndicate, and Mr. Spilsbury

kindly gave me information concerning their conclusions, which was very helpful.
The attached claim map will show the outlines of the various formations.

The main mass of country rock is classed as a Pre-Cambrian Diorite, which

has been metamorphosed in parts to Chlorite and Sericite Schist. Through this
Diorite other rocks have intruded and particularly a porphyry which varies from
a graunite porphyry to quariz monzonite. The latter formation is considered most
favorable for the occurrence of Copper, which appears to have been derived from
a deepseated magma and to have impregnated the porphyry after this rock has
beén sheared to a very considerable extent. ‘

The mineralization originally consisted of Copper and Iron Pyrites, but near the
surface there has been oxidation and leaching so that very srhall trace of these
primary minerals is now found except in the drill holes and shafts on the Zonia

and neighboring properties.

The Northern portion of the Bragg Claims is partly covered by Gila conglomerate, of
much later date than the Diorite, Schist or Porphyry, and apparently ehtirely
barren of any metallic minerals. .

Running through the clder formations, (generally ina North-South direction) are
sumerous veins of quarts, often highly stained with iron. Some of these, as on the
Big White, and Massachusetts, have a width of 5 to 8 feet, but for the most part they
are merely stringers from 3 to 12 inches in width, and can only be traced for a
short length and 2 shallow depth. Small values in Gold are found in nearly all these
veins and the more heavily mineralized were made and subject to the development
work, and, in some cases, produced a small quantity of ore.

The area of porphyry which was considered likely to contain disseminated Copper on the
Navy claims, of the Bragg Estate, amounted to a total of slightly over eight acres.

Comparing the gological conditions on the Bragg property with those which are found
elsewhere in Yavapai County, 1 do not consider them favorable for any large deposit
of Copper or Gold ore. Small lenses with good values in Gold occur frequehtly in
quartz stringers similar to those found here, but exploration and development

during the past forty years has failed to prove up any worth while mine in veins of
this character.

WORKINGS ON BRAGG CLAIMS:

M

The exploration and development work on the Bragg property was apparently
intended to prove up the extent and value of the quartz veins mentioned and
considering the character of the surface showings it has been very thorough.
Unfortunately, most of the work which was done so many years ago is now difficult
to examine. The sides of the trenches have fallen in, the timbers are all out of the
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shafts, the tnnels are mostly caved (excepting one on the Navy No. 2) and
stopes are entirely inaccessible. Under these conditions it was impossible

to gain access to many of the old workings or to smmple, except near the
surface and on the dumps. To thoroughly clean out the shafts and tunnels would
involve an expenditure of probably $3, 000 to $4, 000 and I would not consider

such expenditure justifiable.

Along the surface of the claims numerous trenches were cut across the for-
nation and the quartz veins and cross-cut tunnels on the Hillside, (now wholly
caved), Blue Bird and Navy No. 2, were run to considerable distances, with the
same object in view. As far as can now be determined, in some cases no quarts
veins were cut at all, as they had pinched between the tunnel and the surface -
elsewhere the quartz, when encountered, proved barren ar too low grade to be
worked with profit.

On the Navy No. 1 a shaft 75 feet deep followed down a quartz vein 4' wide on
the surface and some stoping was done along side the shaft. Sample from
this vein, taken at point marked "#2" on the map, showed no Silver and only
$0. 60 Gold per ton.

Along the top of a ridge on the Black Bird and Blue Bird claims Copper

stains were noted for some distance and in places small lenses one to three

feet wide showed Carbonate and Sulphide Copper ore. A picked sample from one

of these lenses (marked "#5" on the claim map) showed $9.00 values in Gold
_and Silver per ton and 10. 37% Copper but unfortunately all indications prevented

the assumption that there was any substantial tonnage of this good ore.

On the Harrison claim a twenty five foot shaft was sunk on a four foot quartz
vein and so ¢ ore had been mined. Samples taken here (at points marked
"$3" and #4 on the map) averaged $7. 80 per ton in Gold and trace of Silver.

On the Nugget claim a deep shaft in Chlorite Schist shows a quariz vein 2' wide and
samples (at point #1 on the map), showed value of $2. 20 in Gold and Silver.

On the Massachusetts claim was found the best surface showing on the property, -
a strong quartz vein 5' wide. A shaft 45' decp - now partly filled with water -
was sunk on this vein which near the collar of the shaft (marked "#6" on the map)
assayed $15. 60 per ton in Gold.

A short distance down the shaft the vein appeared to cut off and did not look

nearly as strong as on the surface. The so-called Massachusetts Tunnel, - now
entirely caved in, - on the Hillside claim, (Marked "B") was evidently started

with & view to cutting this vein in depth but was not driven far enough to accomplish
this result. : :



On the Big White claim a strong quariz outcrop can be traced for some distance,
width 5 to 8 feet, and showing iron, olivine and epidote. A sample (#7 on the
map), taken from pits on this vein showed it to contein only $. 60 in gold and no
gilver or copper.

The above detailed description covers only the showings and workings which
appeared to be the more important. Numerous other workings, consisting of
surface trenches, shallow pits, tunnels and open-cuis were noted and examined,
insofar as they were accesible. In none of them did there appear any ore that
might be considered valuable under any condition or any indications favorable to the
finding of such ore. Samples laken from some of the iron-stained guarta out~
croppings showed only a trace of precious metals.

NEIGHBORING CL AIMS:

Under the circumstances it seemed adviseable to pay special attention to the
results which had bemobtained through development work on the adjacent properties.

To the Southwest of the Bragg claims a smail Gold Mine, known as the Coral, had been
opened up by a shafl sunk on a quarts vein in schist and said to be 400" deep. This
mine produced some high grade ore from siaall pockets and lenses but was abandoned
some twenty years ago and presumably the work wasnot profitable to the owners.

A sampie taken from the dump showed a value of $9. 70 per ton in Gold and Silver.

Considerable development work was done on the Harrisonberg, which, together
with the Manzanite, is now said to be owned by the Isabella Minng Company. Work
here had also been abandoned many years qommuuaum,amdum
results having been entirely unsuccessful.

North and West of the Bragg property lie the Zonla, Mchiahon and Howard
Groups, ail three of which have attracted considerable attention as possible
Copper producers. On the Zonia and McMahon there are surface cutcrops of
oxidized Copper ore, from which & small tonnage was shipped at invervails to the
smelters and when the price of Copper was high a little profit was realized by the
owners. Shafts on both these properties have indicated a continuation of the Oxi-
dised ore for some distance downwards bul have so far failed to develop any sub-
stantial body of Sulphides below and although these properties have, at times,
been developed under option by operating Companies, including the Shannon

and the Anaconda, the Engineers who conducted the work have not felt that the claims
were sufficiently attractive to merit any attempt to open them as producing mines.
In other words, such development and exploration as was carried on gave un-
satisfactory results. '

In spite of the unfavorable history, I am inclined to think that some day (but
several years in the future), the Zonia and McMahon properties will
be worked for Copper and it is quite possible that the ore bodies may extend over
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on to the Bragg Claims, although since practically no development work has been
done on the North end of the Bragg claims, it is impossible to make this statement
as anything more than an cpinion. Chould the Zonia - McMahon Group, be taken
over and operated at a later date, it is probable that the parties conducting this
work might also desire to explore and possibly to acquire the Bragg claims and the
prospective value of all these Groups seem to rest upon the chance of their becoming
Copper producers, rather than on any likelihood of working Gold ore with profit.

CONC LUSION:

It is apparent that no commercial body of either Gold or Copper ore has yet been
developed or indicated on the Bragg property and therefore the problem is to decide
whether or not the chances of finding such an ore body justify further expenditure
and development.

Fuiture work, - if undertaken, - would logically be confined to the better showings on
the Black Bird and Massachusetts and to prospecting for Capper by shaft or driils,

~ the porphyry area in the Northern part of the property. Such work could not result

in ultimate financial profit unless it disclosed cither 2 high grade vein of Gold ore

ianra say $20, 00 or better, per ton), or & large body of lower grade Gold ore,
say $8.00 or better per ton), or of Copper ore (averaging 3% or better), The present
evidence is against the probability of accomplishing any of these results and, under

present conditions, no fair trial of the possibilities could be made with an expenditure

of less than $25,000.00 to $30,000.00. This outlay would be a mining gamble,

pure and simple, and in my judgment the chances of success do not justify the venture.

Considering the results of former prospecting and development in this District and

its mining history to date; considering the geological formation :d the record of

work done elsewhere under similar conditions; considering especially the lack of
favorable surface indications and of pay values in practically all the present showings,
as determined by examination and samples, I cannot advise that any further development
should be undertaken at present, or any effort made to search for ore bodies which may
not exist.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is my advice that this property be held with no expense other than the small

amount involved in paying taxes, in the expectation that sooner or later, with im-
provement in the Copper market, other parties will undertake to develop the Zonia
and McMahon claims and to open up the District on a substantial scale. If such work
should result favorably, advantage could be taken of the opportunity, either to carry
on further development on the Bragg claims, under more favorable working conditions
and in the light of subsequent discoveries, or more poobably this group of claims
might be disposed of, with advantage, to parties who might have undertaken mining
operations in their vicinity. ;

(signed) G. M. Colvocoresses
Mining Engineer
Humboldt, Arizona
June 2ist, 1924.
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It seems to me pather strange thet Sehumenn should not have
been able to dispose of the Tumeo lilll equipment sinee there has
been so large @ demand for struettrel nmaterial aend second~hand
machinery end I know that you will watch that situation as oppore
tunity permits ond I shell elso be interesteéd to hear something
concerning developnents. : : '

Any attenpt to actually reopen the mine is of course out of
the questlon during the duration of the war and the Dostam people
have taken steps to roduce the carrying chsrges es low as possible
and geen %o be finelly reconciled to the fact thet their money
is going %o be tied up for a indefinite period but it is fortune
ate that we were able to stop before eny large investment had been
made and 1% is my own opinion that gold mining will be very much
in favor after the war end that the price of gg}d nay be somewhat
adg%aaed Bok of course there ics no assuranes In respeet to those
natters. |

I bhave mot seen e copy of the California Jouransl of Mines end
Geology for ipril of 1942 to which you refer and I shall $Seke
ocecasion to procur a eopy of this sinece I should slso be much
interssted in reading a deseripiion of the deposite in Iuverial
County. I note your remarks recarding the various minersl dew
posite in your vicinity bub I imagine that you will find almost
everything of reel veolue hes been pretty thoroughly irvestigated
and is now belng operated with Sovernment assistance sinee all of
the strategic metels ere in such demend, If you should have an
zgyurtunxﬁy %o vislt the country in the vicinity of Jullsn it

ight be worth while to drive out three or four miles from that
town to the Fridey lilne which wes a smll producer of nickel G-
meny years ago and where some development work wes belgg gagried
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"3&&%“"&% TOLEE SotC ey S8R 10861 67 RFORARE AR 1cn seened
to justify +the trip. I believe that Los ingeles people are still
working in that vicinity snd if by sny chence the showing 1s really
promising as a producer of nickel ore I know that aomaAorvmy_ ‘
Bestern friends would be gled %o follow She matter up a&t;augu

an investigation which they hed previously made seemed %o &n»xagta
that the ore was %oo low grade and too limited in extent to have

eny commerciel value,

had a letter from the Welkers at Chriptumes time and prosume
that %hey are all very much egcggie&rinbvario§: }1%:sfzfvmc§%
tivity and I heve slso Lo on Farbgyer at , | .
setvity and ¥ hove e ohiaEan torn TOULY Brove Yo be Brofitenle
unless restrietions end regulations proved too burdensone,

Por nyself I have been pretty well concentrating on copper
during tngylast few months but progrees has been rather slow
and although the ecopper mines in the vicinitg of Humboldt hgve

. been finalf? taken out of litigation tie active reopening of
these properties has not yet conmenced altbaughvthis ma{ comne
about at almost any time en@ I au dolng cverything poss ble to

hurry 1% along.




HOTEICE BY QwHER OF mmm MM% ;f‘ hmm FOB LasOR GR

HOTIOR 70 all CUHCLREED 48 horeby given that the
usdoreigaed, WARION 8. AUBERT, of Miemi, Plorida, i the WMLk
of the following petesnted ocleaiue situated Lo the Walnut Grove “ining
Utstrict, Yavapal County, Arizons, to-wils

Contaet Numbaer 1

Thet seid mining oleims ere now in the possessicsn of aad sre
hh\c‘ worked and opersted Ly Ae Te HUDSELL of Kirklend, arigoss,
pursuent to 8 lesse msde and executed by the undereigned in favor of
the self Ae. 7. FUCOELL, on Hovenber let, 1830,

/' The undessigned 1s not working or operating seid mising olaims

or eay part thereof snd dous not intsnd %o work oF operete ssid mining
claime or any part thereofl, or purchess any suwppliee ow mwna '
therefor during the 1ife of said lease, nor to assube YesponsiLiiity

e

for sny payment for wages oF suppiles used on the leased property, Aoy
el lity for any scoldent or deunage erising from ths present cpspations
ner will the sald mining elaine be subjeet o any ilen or Iiability
L’ mm of m ‘nbror;z__mt operationsy . 4/ st j W . 7“ e
In mmm W SHBOF tha enld MANIUR,. Ue AUBERT bas on shie 1ot dey
of Hovember, Ivd0, duly ezcouted thie notiew by her aulhorised egent.
| HARIUN Yo AULERT




April 17, 1947

Mr. L. Kenneth Wilsom, Geologist £ o
Americen Smelting & Refining Compan 7 S
Post Office Box 2229 A/
Tueson, Arizona ' .

Dear Mr, Wilson:

Sorry that I missed seeing you whe you
passed through Phoenix and left a card,

I had written to you on the 7th of this
month relative to the Bragg Estate Claims,
etc. but by mistake had addressed my letter
to Eldred D. Wilson who is, I believe, with
the Bureau of Mines and if the said letter
was forwarded to Eldred Wilson, you may not
have received it; therefore I am enclosing a
copy properly addressed as I think that some
of the informetion may be of interest, and I
might mention that the owner of the Bragg
Estate Claims assures me that she will be very
glad to do business with you in case you find
her property attractive.

Yours very truly,

GMC: IM | wﬁé/}/l/‘ Cv’



AMERICAN SMELTING & REFINING CO.
SOUTHWESTERN MINING DEPARTMENT

L. KENNETH WILSON

G GEOLOGIST

PHONE 503 813 VALLEY BANK
RES. 3278-W TUCSON, ARIZONA
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EDMUND NEWTON
MINING ENGINEER

April 9, 1947 REPLY TO
Quartzsite, Arizona.

Mre. George M. Colvocoresses,
1102 Iuhrs Tower,
Phoenix, Arizona.

Dear Colvo:

It was exactly six weeks ago- almost to the minute -that
I took my spill, along the line of the new highway.

Yesterday, the doctor at the hospital in Blythe who has
been looking after my ankle, advised that I could return to "light
work" on April 16,1947.

We plan to leave here on the morning of the l4th., as
early as possible, so that we can explore for temporary quarterse
While we have been comfortable here, on a "camping-out" basis,
it will seem good to have a bath- in a tub -again, and to have
electric light to read by.

Until our plans, and Whereabouts,'crystallize, I am
taking the liberty of requesting that our mail be forwarded to
your office.

Looking forward to seeing you soon, I am, -

Sincerely,




April 17, 1947

Mrs., Marion B, Aubert
Bulmer Apartments

185 S,E, Eighth Street
- Miami, Florida

RE: Bragg Estate Claims
Dear Mrs. Aubert:

I acknowledge your letter of the 15th inst. and thank you
for check in full payment of my recently rendered account.

I am pleased to inform you that engineers representing the
large mining company mentioned in a previous letter are at
present carrying on an investigation in the vieinity of your
property which will include your cleims and those that were
formerly owned by the Hammond Copper Company, and you may rest
assured that I shall do everything in my power to encourage
these people to continue their activities and I sincerely hope
that they may eventually arrange to lease and purchase your
property as I think that this will be the best solution of
your problem.

I trust that you had a very pleasant trip to the Florida
Keys and note that you will be back at Syosset during the
early part of May. I shall hope to be able to write to you
again and report some progress during May or June.
- Personal regards.

Yours very truly,

GMC: IM W’ i:, ¥



COPY.

EVERETT M. BYERS ¢
0il Investments 7
Roswell, New Mexico

May 9th, 1938.

Mrs, Marion B.Auburt
Long Island N.Y.

Dear Mrs.Auburt:

Yours of May 2nd. received,in complying with your request I am
marking the sketch with & red cross, in my judgement the real veiyg or ledge
should be found.

On the Growler claim the shallow trench cut by Riéssell is some
15 or 20 feet from the hanging wall,if I was doing the work I would cross cut
from trench to hanging wall. Moyer I noticed was hugging the hanging wall,also
his work is down hill,you are én the uplift and sure to get the pay at a much
shallower debth.

With good management I am sure that you will uncover rich pay
thaet will pay back monies expended in blocking and exposing the ledge, the ore
that will run $35.00 and up should go direct to smelter,the hauling charges
would be around $4.00 or $4.50 per ton.

Should you see your way clear to furnish $1200.00 or $1500.00
I will open up the growler and sunshine on a 50/50 basis for six months,with
the understanding all ore sold to be in your name, should you desire, and your
Ariz.agent to inspect work at any time, it does not take much of that rock to
make a ton.

I do not anticipate that any machinery will be necessaty
shallower than 25 or 30 feet, I am sure that several shipments could be had
from that ledge at a very shallow debth.

A good mine has been opened up west of your Mass-claim, it
is about 50 feet to the pay, when I was there there was about 20 ton of high
grade 'sorted and about the same amount of low grade, which they claimed woild
run $20.00

No,Mrs.Auburt I heve never noticed any iron monuments on your
property,but I did find two corner rocks,one marked S.E.Navy No.3, the other
was on the hornspoon, these rocks was loose rock and about one foot square.

I tried to find the east and north line of the growler, but
could not,there is a stretch of grounds there where the large nuggets are
found,I think it is on your lands,but Moyer intimated that he owned it.

Will you be kind enough to return the Moyer letters.

With kindest regerds,Yours sincerely,

m : SIGNED: E.V.Schrimsher.
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Mrs. Marion B, Aubert
Star Island
Montauk, New York

Dear Mrs., Aubert:

I have received your letter replying to mine of
the 8th instant and enclosing report on your property
for the Arizona Department of liineral Resources. I shall
very gladly add the information in respect to locations,
geology, etc., and will forward this report today %o
the Department of Kineral Resources.

I hardly expect that you will hear from them very
promptly as they have now accumulated a very large file
of similar reports but I believe that the possibility
is worth following up.

I have not happened to visit the Placeritas Dis-
triet for over a year but I understand thet there has
been very little mining activity, aside from some small
shipments by Moyer, and if you give ilr., Schmister or
anyone else a lease on your claims, I certeinly hope that
you will insist upon a moderate cash payment in advance
and & minimum monthly royalty or rental. You will prob~-
ably recall that it was only by virtue of such a pro-
vision that you obteined any royalty from Russell and
while I do not know anything personally about Schmister
or Moyer, in my fairly wide experience along similar
lines the great majority of the would-be lessees are
financially unable to carry out any extensive operations
and rarely pay anything to the owner excepting under
the terms of a similer provision.

Trusting that you are enjoying a pleasant sumner
at Montauk, I remain

Yowrs very truly,

GBAG: MF — I v = 1(-%-’ i

c:fi'y; ‘

P.S. A%t the time that I was familiar wiﬁ% ygni'gg%diggg
o e

these cpupriged 9n1% IPLH 38t %nd"$C80r . Pornabs

you may have recently acquired two additional claims.

G.M.C,

T e e



MRs. MARION B. AUBERT
STAR ISLAND
MONTAUK, N. Y. 3
7/ )
70

Mr.Geroge M.Colvocresses,
fI02 Luhrs Tower,
Pheonix,
Arizona.

Dear Mr.Colvocoresses-

Thanks for your letter of July 8th in regard to
listing my peoperty (mining claims) with the Department
of Mineral Resorces.

I have filled in the mining report to the best of my
abllity not having my file here so I am not in a position
to give much information,and would appreciate it if you
would help out with the missing information.

A Mr.Schmister of Rosewell,New Mexico has asked for
a years lease to do some exploration work and try and lo-
cate the vein that runs from Byron Moyar property thru one
on my claims, I have given Mr.Schmister a years option.
Mr.Moyer recently shower some very good ore ($91.00
per ton) taken from the claim adjoining mine.

Tf Mr.Schmister succeeds im loacting anything worth
while I will get in touch with you,and if advisable can
. make a trip to Arigona.

My address 1s the above until Sept.Ist then Syosset,
New York.

Thanking you for the trouble you have taken upon
my behalf,and hoping we may yet make a fortune out of the
claims, T am,

July I9th Yours sincerely,
1y GOV W=, .
P.S. In October I can have access to my filles which are in
the vault of my house in Syosset which is rented for the
summer.



February 7, 1947

Mrs, Marion B, Aubert
C/o Mr, H, Wynegar
375 Park Avenue
New York City, New York
RE: Bragg Estate Claims
Dear Mrs, Aubert:

I was very glad to receive your letter of February 5 and I
trust that you are in the best of health.

I have looked over my file on your mining claims and find
that I have my own copy of the original report which I made for
you in June of 1924, also copies of several reports and letters
describing portions of the property or recent developments up until
1936 when I ceased to be connected with those operations.

I also have a tracing of the mining claims from which blue
prints can be made and I shall be glad, if you so desire, to have
copies of the reports and maps made in the near future and for-
warded to you, also copies of those portions of the letters which
seem to contain any important data and which I should wish to
check over before sending them on,

Before I proceed with this work or put you to any expense
therewith, I think that I ought to mention that some three or four
years ago I asked your attorney, Mr, Patterson, of Prescott what
had happened to your property, and I understood him to tell me
that you had allowed the cleims to be sold for taxes. No doubt
he or some other attorney can advise you whether you still have
any title to these claims or could redeem them if they were sold
to the state, and I hope that my information may have been
incorrect or in any event that you are still in a position to
resume the title or dispose of them to other parties, but let me
hear from you cn this matter at your early convenience.

Replying to the latter part of -your letter, there has been
no general increasein the value of mining property since the war
except in the cases of mines of copper, lead and zinc which are
actually producing or are in a position to produce now that the
market price of these metals has been increased, and I am sorry to
say that mining in the vicinity of your claims has not been at all
active during recent years.

As far as gold mines are concerned, the value of these
substantially increased in 1934 when the United States government
raised the official price of gold from $20.00 to $35.00 per ounce,
but in 1941 the government forced nearly all of the gold mines to
discontinue operations in order to increase the manpower available
for the production of other metals, and since this hniq£was~—~—x¢hééﬂf
rescinded last year, the cost of labor and commodities has so
greatly increased that there are many gold mines which could have
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Page #2

operated with profit in 1941 but which cannot do so today.

However, there are a number of companies who seem to be
willing to take a chance on gold mines in the hope that the price
of that metal will be increased at some time in the future, and I
trust that you may be in contact with some such parties, and I shall
be only too pleased to furnish you with such information as I maybe
able to make available. |

With personal regards.

Yours very truly,

GMC: IM . 9/1,{ e
A

P
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375 Park Ave.
New York Citye

%; >
Dear Mr.,Colvocoressses- @ % 7

Many years ago you made a survey
of my 2I mining claims in Yavapal Co.Az.

/ ¢/o Mr.H.Wynegar,

This survey with mans I gave to some
party who was interested in leasing or
buying my claims,and they have never been
returned to me.

I wonder if by chance you have a copy
of this survey or any blue prints?

Several interested parties have writ-
ten me recently relative to these claims.

I would appreciate any information
you can give me,and would of course ex-
pect to recompense you for your trouble.

Has mining property increased in value
in Yavapal Coe.since the war? Has property
with fee gold increased in value?

I would appreciate hearing from you at
the above given address,

Feb.5th Yours si nc@eiga
ANS - "X W»:-B




Mrs. Marion B. Aubert,
Eight Acres,
Syosset, Long Island,
New York
Re: Placeritas

Dear Mrs. Aubgrtt

Your letter of April 8th was duly received, bub I did not have am

opportunity to visit Frescott until last week when I investigated your
mine tex situation by conference with the Eax Assessor whom I know
well, and who is very obliging in explaining matters.

It appears that you hold 376,18 acres of patented mining claims
upon which an estimeted value of $9,560 is placed, The Assessor told
me that the veluation had formerly been §13,650, but last year there
was a reduction of approximately 306 in the value of unworked copper
claeims end you have benefited by this reductione. '

The minimum veluation placed upon all unpatented mining property
is an arbitrary figure, now slightly in excess of §25.00 per acre,
I fear there is no chance of securing any reduction in this value
since & similar reduction #muld have %o be mede in the case of all
patented mining claims of which there sre approximately 6,000 in
Yavapai County alone. :

Tor some other clients I have been successful in securing reduced
valuation, but only in cases where the velue of their property head,
for some Teason, been fixed at a higher figure. than the minimum
mentioned above end this minimum appears 1o beZTeducbhhiefor the tine
being.

The increase in the amount of your texes during past years is
largely due to the advencing rate of texetion which applies in Yavapail
County end almost everywhere else to e greater or less extent., The
rate in Yavepei County several years ago Was $1.00 per §100.00, but
it hes gredually crept up until it now stends at $2.51 per $100.00

which results in your being charged an ennual tex of $839,98., I under- -

stand thet there is no possibility thet the rate will be reduced during
1934, and I feer that this will hold true for several years 1o come.

I note from your letter that Mr. Wright did not come West this
winter as he had expected.

0f course, the shortege of wgater on your claims would maeke i%




s

22

2%

15
e Ry g
. = -
4o
T, B 1 b :
2 & Y
. h X
. h b
i
. 4
A
-, gt !
{ i
5
) Y
=T
hx.« i
-.V. ¥




s Py

Warren, Arizona, February 18, 1924.

Mre. Ge Me Colvocoresses,
Humboldt, A.izonae

Dear Sir:-

My friend, lMre. John Ce Greenway of Warren, Arizona, has kindly given me
your neme and I am writing you regarding a subject on which I have rather incomplete
datae.

My friend, Mrse. Aubert of Montreal, Canada, one of the heirs of the Bragg‘
Estate, has inherited certain claims believed to be in Yavapai County, designated as
follows Contact Noe. 1; Nevy, Nose 1, 2, 3, 4; Nugget; Slipper; Growler; Harrison;
Hillside; Contact Noe. 23 Massachusetts; Big White; Blue Bird; Sentinel; Hormspoon;
Morning Star; Sunshine; Morning Light; Black Birde. Prescott attorneys, Norris &
Norris, have been representing her and kmow the location of these properties and
have information pertaining to same on file.

I am writing to kmow if you will make a preliminary report on these pro-

perties, advising me as to their physical cond ition and possible valuee The owners

are completely in the dark as to these important details and wish to get all the informe-
tion possible in this direction with the idea of either developing or selling the
pm'operties. Mr. Greenway lead me to believe that you would make this report for me
z;u m DHowrrre FN<

I,}aave hﬁd Mrse Aubert wire Norris & Norris direct asking them to giwve you such

information as they possess upon your requeste

Will you kinily advise me, care of the Guaranty Company, Kohl Building,

| ; San Fremcisco, California, if you can meke this examination for me and what your charges

will be in connection with same?

ff JWW/I*MA* %4,«,“_._ Yours very
/,7,,.,/ oot hur Pablices sardad
{Jtnc—(d-a/}:zw 4//4 ’ia-»(,

& lov—-«f MMMLme
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REPORT ON MINING CLAIMS
of

BRAGG ESTATE
By G. M. Colvocoresses

June 21, 1924, Humboldt, Arizona

LOCATION AND GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

The property of the BRAGG ESTATE, which I have examined, consists of twenty
(20) Patented Mining Claims, listed below, comprising approximately 375 acres.

The long axis of the property is Northeast-Southwest, length nearly two miles; the
width varies from 600 feet (one claim), to a maximum of 3, 000 feet. (See Claim
Map attached.)

This property is located in the Placerita Mining District, Yavapai County, Arizona,
and in the foothills West of the Bradshaw Mounains. The surface consists of a
series of ridges approximately 400 feet elevation above the gulches which separate
them. The altitude is from 4200 feet to 4600 feet above sea level. There are no
trees but the claims are covered with a heavy growth of brush, principally scrub
oak, manzanita and buck brush, which has almost entirely obliterated the old roads
and trails used some 20 years ago. The surface is quitehworthless for agrt ulture,
but a large flock of goats appeared to find it excellent pasture. Some water is found
in French Gulch, also in Arastra Creek, to the East of the Bragg Claims, and
there are a few little springs in this vicinity. :

The rearest town is Kirkland, center of a ranching district, with a population of
about 100; elevation 3, 927 feet; located on the Prescott and Eastern Branch of the
Santa Fe Railroad 30 miles from Prescott by rail and 25 miles by road.

From Kirkland there is a fair automobile road for 13 miles to the Zonia Camp,

and the McMahon shaft, the latter located one-half mile from the North end of the
Bragg Claims. From the McMahon shaft it is necessary to cover the Bragg

Claims on foot and any mining operations would involve the construction of new roads
at considerable expense. The cost of freighting by truck from Zonia to Kirkland
may be taken as $3.50 per ton.

The claims now belonging to the Bragg Estate are named as follows:

Contact Numbers 1 and 2; Navy, Numbers 1, 2, 3, and 4.
Nugget; Slipper; Growler; Harrison; Hillside;
Massachusetts; Big White; Blue Bird, Sentinel;
Hornspoon; Morning Star; Sunshine; Morning Light;
Black Bird.

Messrs. Norris and Norris, Attorneys of Prescott, Arizona, advise that the
taxes on these claims have been paid for this year. They further advise in a
letter dated June 1lth, 1924, that at one time the Manzaneta and Harrisonburg
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claims were included in negotiations, but upon their investigation of the title
they concluded that these two claims had nev er belonged to the Bragg Estate.

HISTORY:

The Placerita District was active in the 80's and 90's during which period the
creek beds were dry-placered for Gold and it is stated that in the aggregate
considerable value was recovered. The location of the lode claims in the

vicinity of these creeks were intended to cover the quartz veins from which the
placer gold was supposed to have originated. Subsequent development and mining
has failed to prove that any of these numerous veins contained workable deposits of
ore.

As far as I can learn, the claims now owned by the Bragg Estate were located, or
purchased, by Mr. Hise, who transferred, or sold, them to Mr. C. C. Bragg,
and considerable development work was carried on from 1900 until 1904, mainly
for the purpose of exploring the quartz veins which outcrop at several points on
the property.

Results of this development work were practically negative, except for a small
production of Gold-bearing ore from the Massachusetts, Blue Bird and Black
Bird claims, which was shipped to an old stamp mill, still standing, at
Placerita. Ore for this mill, which has been idle some twenty years, was also
procured from the Coral Mine and other properties in the vicinity.

Since work ceased on the Bragg claims, considerable development has been

done at intervals in their vicinity - mainly on the McMahon and Zonia properties,
where there are substantial indications of Copper, some of which extend on to

the Bragg property. In 1911 and 1912 the Shannon Copper Company had options in
this District and did some churn drilling with unstaisfactory results. From 1919
to 1922 the claims of the Zonia Company, McMahon and Bragg Estate were all
optioned to the Spilsbury Syndicate, which was really the exploration department
of the Anaconda Copper Company, and a very careful study of the general geology
and surfice showings was made by the Engineers on the McMahon claims, just
North of the Bragg and did some drifting and cross-cutting but failed to find any
commercial body of Copper ore. These people were working on the theory that

a large deposit of disseminated Copper would be found in the porphyry which
covers a portion of the Zonia, McMahon and Bragg properties, and that there
would be a zone of secondary enrichment at a depth of from 400 to 800 feet, which
might develop into a large low grade Copper mine. The work they did gave
unsatisfactory results, since the average of the disseminated area was only

1/2 of 1 per cent Copper. Accordingly the option on all these claims was dropped,
but their work did not necessarily prove that smaller bodies of commercial ore
may not be found under the individual out-crops.
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GEOLOGY:

The geology of this country has been studied by the U. S. Geological Survey, and
more especially by the Geologists of the Spilsbury Syndicate, and Mr. Spilsbury
kindly gave me information concerning their conclusions, which was very helpful.
The attached claim map will show the outlines of the various formations.

The main mass of country rock is classed as a Pre-Cambrian Diorite, which

has been metamorphosed in parts to Chlorite and Sericite Schist. Through this
Diorite other rocks have ihtruded and particularly a porphyry which varies from
a granite porphyry to quartz monzonite. The latter formation is considered most
favorable for the occurrence of Copper, which appears to have been derived from
a deepseated magma and to have impregnated the porphyry after this rock has
been sheared to a very considerable extent.

The mineralization originally consisted of Copper and Iron Pyrites, but near the
surface there has been oxidation and leaching so that very smiall trace of these
primary minerals is now found except in the drill holes and shafts on the Zonia
and neighboring properties.

The Northern portion of the Bragg Claims is partly covered by Gila conglomerate, of
much later date than the Diorite, Schist or Porphyry, and apparently ehtirely
barren of any metallic minerals. ‘

Running through the older formations, (generally in a North-South direction) are
numerous veins of quartz, often highly stained with iron. Some of these, as on the
Big White, and Massachusetts, have a width of 5 to 8 feet, but for the most part they
are merely stringers from 3 to 12 inches in width, and can only be traced for a
short length and a shallow depth. Small values in Gold are found in nearly all these
veins and the more heavily mineralized were made and subject to the development
work, and, in some cases, produced a small quantity of ore.

The area of porphyry which was considered likely to contain disseminated Copper on the
Navy claims, of the Bragg Estate, amounted to a total of slightly over eight acres.

Comparing the gological conditioms on the Bragg property with those which are found
elsewhere in Yavapai County, I do not consider them favorable for any large deposit
of Copper or Gold ore. Small lenses with good values in Gold occur frequehtly in
quartz stringers similar to those found here, but exploration and development
during the past forty years has failed to prove up any worth while mine in veins of
this character.

WORKINGS ON BRAGG CLAIMS:

The exploration and development work on the Bragg property was apparently
intended to prove up the extent and value of the quartz veins mentioned and
considering the character of the surface showings it has been very thorough.

Unfortunately, most of the work which was done so many years ago is now difficult
to examine. The sides of the trenches have fallen in, the timbers are all out of the
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shafts, the tnnels are mostly caved (excepting one on the Navy No. 2) and
stopes are entirely inaccessible. Under these conditions it was impossible

to gain access to many of the old workings or to @ample, except near the
surface and on the dumps. To thoroughly clean out the shafts and tunnels would
involve an expenditure of probably $3, 000 to $4, 000 and I would not consider
such expenditure justifiable.

Along the surface of the claims numerous trenches were cut across the for-
nation and the quartz veins and cross-cut tunnels on the Hillside, (now wholly
caved), Blue Bird and Navy No. 2, were run to considerable distances, with the
same object in view. As far as can now be determined, in some cases no quartz
veins were cut at all, as they had pinched between the tunnel and the surface -
elsewhere the quartz, when encountered, proved barren ar too low grade to be
worked with profit.

On the Navy No. 1 a shaft 75 feet deep followed down a quartz vein 4' wide on
the surface and some stoping was done along side the shaft. Sample from
this vein, taken at point marked "#2'" on the map, showed no Silver and only
$0. 60 Gold per ton.

Along the top of a ridge on the Black Bird and Blue Bird claims Copper

stains were noted for some distance and in places small lenses one to three

feet wide showed Carbonate and Sulphide Copper ore. A picked sample from one
of these lenses (marked "#5" on the claim map) showed $9.00 values in Gold
and Silver per ton and 10.37% Copper but unfortunately all indications prevented
the assumption that there was any substantial tonnage of this good ore.

On the Harrison claim a twenty five foot shaft was sunk on a four foot quartz
vein and so e ore had been mined. Samples taken here (at points marked
"#3" and #4 on the map) averaged $7.80 per ton in Gold and trace of Silver.

On the Nugget claim a deep shaft in Chlorite Schist shows a quartz vein 2' wide and
samples (at point #1 on the map), showed value of $2. 20 in Gold and Silver.

On the Masaachusetts claim was found the best surface showing on the property, -
a strong quartz vein 5' wide. A shaft 45' deep - now partly filled with water -
was sunk on this vein which near the collar of the shaft (marked "#6" on the map)
assayed $15. 60 per ton in Gold.

A short distance down the shaft the vein appeared to cut off and did not look

nearly as strong as on the surface. The so-called Massachusetts Tunnel, - now
entirely caved in, - on the Hillside claim, (Marked "B") was evidently started

with a view to cutting this vein in depth but was not driven far enough to accomplish

this result.
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On the Big White claim a strong quartz outcrop can be traced for some distance,
width 5 to 8 feet, and showing iron, olivine and epidote. A sample (#7 on the
map), taken from pits on this vein showed it to contain only $. 60 in gold and no
silver or copper.

The above detailed description covers only the showings and workings which
appeared to be the more important. Numerous other workings, consisting of
surface trenches, shallow pits, tunnels and open-cuts were noted and examined,
insofar as they were accesible. In none of them did there appear any ore that

might be considered valuable under any condition or any indications favorable to the
finding of such ore. Samples taken from some of the iron-stained quartz out-
croppings showed only a trace of precibus metals.

NEIGHBORING CLAIMS:

Under the circumstances it seemed adviseable to pay special attention to the
results which had beamobtained through development work on the adjacent properties.

To the Southwest of the Bragg claims a small Gold Mine, known as the Coral, had been
opened up by a shaft sunk on a quartz vein in schist and said to be 400' deep. This
mine produced some high grade ore from stmall pockets and lenses but was abandoned

' some twenty years ago and presumably the work was not profitable to the owners.

A sample taken from the dump showed a value of $9. 70 per ton in Gold and Silver.

Considerable development work was done on the Harrisonberg, which, together
with the Manzanite, is now said to be owned by the Isabella Minng Company. Work
here had also been abandoned many years ago and all indications pointed to the
results having been entirely unsuccessful.

North and West of the Bragg property lie the Zonia, McMahon and Howard
Groups, all three of which have attracted considerable attention as possible
Copper producers. On the Zonia and McMahon there are surface outcrops of
oxidized Copper ore, from which a small tonnage was shipped at intervals to the
smelters and when the price of Copper was high a little profit was realized by the
owners. Shafts on both these properties have indicated a continuation of the Oxi-
dized ore for some distance downwards but have so far failed to develop any sub-
stantial body of Sulphides below and although these properties have, at times,
been developed under option by operating Companies, including the Shannon

and the Anaconda, the Engineers who conducted the work have not felt that the claims
were sufficiently attractive to merit any attempt to open them as producing mines.
In other words, such development and exploration as was carried on gave un-
satisfactory results.

In spite of the unfavorable history, I am inclined to think that some day (but
probably several years in the future), the Zonia and McMahon properties will
be worked for Copper and it is quite possible that the ore bodies may extend over
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on to the Bragg Claims, although since practically no development work has been
done on the North end of the Bragg claims, it is impossible to make this statement
as anything more than an opinion. Should the Zonia - McMahon Group, be taken
over and operated at a later date, it is probable that the parties conducting this
work might also desire to explore and possibly to acquire the Bragg claims and the
prospective value of all these Groups seem to rest upon the chance of their becoming
Copper producers, rather than on any likelihood of working Gold ore with profit.

CONCLUSION:

It is apparent that no commercial body of either Gold or Copper ore has yet been
developed or indicated on the Bragg property and therefore the problem is to decide
whether or not the chances of finding such an ore body justify further expenditure
and development.

Future work, - if undertaken, - would logically be confined to the better showings on
the Black Bird and Massachusetts and to prospecting for Copper by shaft or drills,
the porphyry area in the Northern part of the property. Such work could not result

in ultimate financial profit unless it disclosed either a high grade vein of Gold ore
2averaging say $20, 00 or better, per ton), or a large body of lower grade Gold ore,

say $8.00 or better per ton), or of Copper ore (averaging 3% or better). The present
evidence is against the probability of accomplishing any of these results and, under
present conditions, no fair trial of the possibilities could be made with an expenditure
of less than $25,000. 00 to $30,000. 00. This outlay would be a mining gamble,

pure and simple, and in my judgment the chances of success do not justify the venture.

Considering the results of former prospecting and development in this District and

its mining history to date; considering the geological formation aad the record of

work done elsewhere under similar conditions; considering especially the lack of
favorable surface indications and of pay values in practically all the present showings,
as determined by examination and samples, I cannot advise that any further development
should be undertaken at present, or any effort made to search for ore bodies which may

not exist.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is my advice that this property be held with no expense other than the small
amount involved in paying taxes, in the expectation that sooner or later, with im-
provement in the Copper market, other parties will undertake to develop the Zonia
and McMahon claims and to open up the District on a substantial scale. If such work
should result favorably, advantage could be taken of the opportunity, either to carry
on further development on the Bragg claims, under more favorable working conditions
and in the light of subsequent discoveries, or more poobably this group of claims
might be disposed of, with advantage, to parties who might have undertaken mining
operations in their vicinity.
(signed) G. M. Colvocoresses

Mining Engineer

Humboldt, Arizona

June 21st, 1924.
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-PEESERFATION

Sl REPORT ON MINING CLAIMS
OF

B RAGG ES8TATE

LOCATION L _DESCRIPTION: g

The mining property of the BRAGG ESTATE (sometimes called
the NAVY GROUP) consists of twenty (20) Patented Mining Claims,
listed below, camprising approximately 375 Acres,

The long axis of the property is Northeast~ﬂouthwest,
length nearly two miles, the width varieslfrom 600 feet (one cl:ifilgi}?
to a maximum or 3,000 feets

This property is located in the Placerita Mining Distric
Yavapal County, Arizona, alikin the foothills West of the Bradshaw
Mountaiﬁs. The surface consists of a series of ridges approximatol&

400 feet elevation above the gulches which separate them, The .
altitude is from 4200 feet to 4600 feet above sea level, There are

no tf%ys but the claims are covered with a heavy growth of brush, | /ﬁ
principally scrub oak, menzanita, and buck brush, which has almost ‘4/4
4o /

entirely obliterated the old roads and trails used some €6 years agoe 4~ 

The surface is quite worthless for'agriculture. come water is found in f ;‘

| French Guleh, and Placeriﬁas Guleh, also in Arastra Creek, to the east

of the Lragg clalms, and there are a few little springs in this vicinity
‘The neerest town 1is Kirkland, center of a ranohing district,

+with & populetion of abouiflOO; elevation 3,987 feet; located on the  f |

Prescott and Eastern Branch of_the Santa Fe Reilroad 30 miles from i f

Prescott by rail and 25 miles by road.
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From Kirkland there is a good automobile road for 13 miles

to near the north end of the Sragg claims. A branch road goes around 

by Flaceritss to a point just east of the claims Any mining opéra—
tions would 1nvolve the oonstruction of SOme new roads for short
distances, :
The claims belonging to the Hragg Estqte ére as follows:
- COntact‘ﬂuq%rs 1l & 2; Navy, Numbers 1, 2, 3, & 43
Nugget; Slipper; zroﬁler; Herrison; Hillside;
: massachusetts; g Thite;’alue :ird‘ Sentinel;
: Hornspoon;TMorning Star; Sunshine; lorning Light;
| | Slack "ird. |
I believe that the title is clear and altoge:ﬁ&i;:n:

eznei&:nj:sbape vested either in the :state er—in &rs;?rﬁﬁert, d&ughter s

of Ar. Ce Co Bragge . : ’
HISTORY o | |

The Placerites District was active‘in‘the BO's.and 90's
during which period the oreek g;ds were éry-plaéered‘for"gold, and

1t is §ﬁated that in the aggregateigonéiderable value was recovered.,
The location of the lode claims in the vicinity of these creeks were
intended to cover the quartz veins fgam which the plucer gold appeared
to have originthﬂ. ;

As far as I cen leern,Jthe'claims<§ow-owned by the “ragg
rstate were locaﬁed,’or“purchaseé, by \Mr. ﬂ?sé,‘who transferrsd, or .
sold, them to Mr, C. C. Bragg, and considerable dﬁveloyment work was -
carried on from 1900 ﬁntil 1304, mainly for the purpose -of exploring
the quartz %eins“whicﬁ Qufcrop at seversl points on the property.

Results of this development work were a small production

of gold=-bearinz ore from the Aassachusetts, Blue Bird anﬂ slack ,ird

N - » o
B S = i
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e e






iy -3=
claims, which was shipped to an old stamp mill, s%§}$=atu-itng, at
~rlaeer1ta$
GEQLOGY
The geology ef this countiry has been studied by the U, .
Geological “urvey, and more especially by tﬂL “ngineers of the various
mining companies, .
The main mass of country rock is classed as a Fre=Cambrian
- diorite, which has been metamorphosed in parts io chlorite and sericite
schlst. Through tiis diorite other rocks have intruded and particulurly
phyry which varies from a granite porphyry to quartz monzonite.
The laeter formution is considered most favorable for the occurcnce of
copper, which appears fo have been derived from a deep-seated magma and
to have impregnated the porphyry after this rock has been|shearedj;o
a very considerable extent. |
The mineralization originally consisted ef Sopper and
iron pyrites,'but hear the surfasce there has been oxidstion and
1each1n§ s0 that very small trace of these primary minersls is now
found except in the drill holes and shafts on the Zonita and neighboring
properties. , : - |
The Northern portion of the [ragg Claims is partly covered
by Bila conglomerate, of much later date than the diorite, schist, or
porphyry, and apparently barren of any metallic minerals.

' Running through the older formations'(generaily‘in a North=
SOuth direction). are numerous veins of quartz, often highly stained
with iron, Some of these, as on the Big White, and Massachusettsj:éom; |
have & width of 5 to 8 feet, Some values in gold are found 1# nearly
all these vuagf and the more heavily mineralized were made the subject

oA/

of the, development work, and in some cases, produced a certain amount

,\ g






of ore,

The area of porphyry which was considered likely to contain

disseminated copper on the Navy‘clﬁims, of fhc “ragg rstate, amounted
to a total of slightly over eight acres.

TORKINGS ON BRAGG :CLAIMS:
— o n
TheAgzploration and development work on the Uragg property

was apparently intended to prove up the extent and value of the gold
bearing quartz veins mentioned and considering the character of the
surface showings i1t has been very thorough, Unfortunately, most of
- the work which was done so meny yesrs =go is now difficult to examine,
“he sides of the trenches have fallen in, the timbers ére-all out of
fhe shafts, the tunnéls are mostly caved (excepting one on the Nlavy
No. 2)‘énd stopes are entirely inaccessible, Under these condi;ions
it Wusfimpossib1e to gaih access to many of the odd workings_or\to
sample, except near the surface and on the dumps, ' ;
ilong the surfsce of Lhe claims numerous trenches were cut
across th; rormaﬁion and the quarﬁz veins and cross-cut tunnels on
the Hillsido, {now wholly caved) Blue B2ird and MNavy No. 2 were run
to considerable distances, With the sare object in view. The results:

of this work were never systematically recorded,

On the NHavy o« 1 a shaft 75 feet deep folowwed down a

quartz vein 4 feet wide on the surface snd some stoping was done along-

side the shaft,  Sample from this vein, teken—et—point—meriked—j2"On
xegwmup, showed no silver and only {1.05 gold per ton,

Along the top of a ridge on the Bleck Bird and Blué‘Bird
claims copper stains were noted for some distance and in places small
lenses one to three feet wide showed carbonate and sulphide bopper ore.
A sample from one of these lenses showed $16,00 value in gold and

silver per togé?nd 10,37% copper;

.#._!
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On the Harrison claim a tuenty-five foot shaft was sunk on

-a four foot quartz vein end some ore hed beecn mined, ~‘amples taken here

averasged 13,60 per ton in gold and trace of silver.
| On the Mugget claim a deep shaft in chlori te schist shows
a quarti'vein 2 feet wide and samples showed value of 3.85 in gdld and
silver, : _ .
| Cn the uassachusetts claim was found Lhe best .surface-showing
on the property.--a strong quartz vein 5 feet wide. 4 shaft 45 feet ;
deep--now partly filled with water--was sunk on this vein which near
the cqllur of the shaft (marked "{6" on the map) assayed 27.30
per ton in gold. ' |
The so—called HMassachusetts Tunnel, now entirely caved, on
the Hillside claim, was evidently started with a view to cutting this.
vein in depth but was not driven far enough to accomplish this result?
 on the Big White claim a strong quartz outcrop can be
traced for some diatance, Width 5 to 8 feet, and showing iron, olivine,
and epidote. 4 sample taken from pits on this vein did not give
commercial value,
"he above detsiled description covers only the showings

and workings which appesred to be the more important, ilumerous otﬁer
workings, consisting of sufface trenches, shallow pits, tunﬂels'
end open-cutls were noted and examined, 13A7&ar és they were accessible.
PLACER GROUND ‘

' There is & substantial areg of shallow placer gra%el along
Placeri tas Gﬁich and its tributaries, namély Rich Guleh, Nugget, and
Pinetos. 7This gold begring gravel occurs in the bed of these washes

and in the benches which repfesent the old banks built up'during the -
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past ages, Recently several small placer operétions have been
carried on by "snipers” washing gravel with pans, rockers, anq long-
toms, and it is evident that they made feirly good wages since
they continued to work as long as tﬁe flow of water permitted them

to do so.

-On two occasions prSpectlve leasers héve mede an attenpt
to measure and sample the available yardage and while no accﬁrate
estimate of‘quantity has ever been made 1{ is evident that there are
at leaét 50,000 cubic yards of this gravel easily accessible, and I
am told that a considerable portion of this material contains values
in the order of $1.00 per yard, but I 60 not make this statement from
personal.khowledge.

In an& event it is obvious that there is insufficient
water fdund on the claims to permit any permanent placer operations
and since bringing water in from a more dependable source invpives
the installation of a pumping plant end pipe line this expenditure
could only be recommendéd after a more thorough examination end
sampling of the placer ground had been made. éhouid water be ébtained
és mentioned above, the actual mining of the gravel could be cérriad
on st low cost by°mechanical mesthods, and it could be transported
to a ceniral washing plant or to a portable washing plant which“ﬁould
. closely follow the digzing machinery; Under such conditiohs the
cost of operating should not exceed 25¢. per cubic yard. v-

ONCLUSIQN
Mode it vl s el
$%—4s-ne¢ claimed that nay commercial body of ore has yet

been developed. but it is my opinion that the property warrants
development, !uture work would logically be confined'to the better
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| showings on the nlack Eird and ﬁassachusetts and to prospecting

. o
h

the promising showings on other portions of the propertye.
Working such veins as are found on the Massachusetts
‘claim the minfﬁg costs should be comparatively low and while it 18 B
probablé that‘most of the zold could not be recovered by free milling
methods it should be feasible to make a high percentage of recovéry
through smalgémation and subsequent concentration by flotatiqn, This '
procedure is simple and yell established and otherwise all operating'
not exceed ;5.00 per ton, which would lesve & substantial operating
| préfit when treating ore of the grade indiecated by the samples
quoted above. . '
| The valueq given for the samples are based on the present
& SeEe oL gelly Aun, HU5.00 per UE.
Ge M, COLVOCO RESSES

November 27, 1954 ' ;}ﬁ
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on September 20th.

Frank Corwin wss s man of great ability and of
splendid personslity. While at Humboldt he wss instrumental in
building vp the operstions of the smelter snd greatly increasing
its efficiency and he kept up his fine record when later employeed
in the East. His death is a distinet loss to hie profession snd
his msny personal friends and business associates will sincerely
mourn & loyal friend and compsnion and extend to his widow and
surviving members of his family their most heartfelt sympathy snd
condolence and the assvrance that his memory will remain with us

a8 a cherished possession.






2= Mrs. Marion Aubert
any event would have made it necessery to haul ore from the
various gine openings, none of which would have been suitable for
the 1oc§£1on of a concentrator. It is obviously to everyone's
advantage that Russell's mining and milling should be oonduated‘
with the least possible expense 1ﬁ order that profit may accruey
and I feel that he was well advised in placing the mill where he
did. :
The Egiﬁ ooncentrating_mil%a;s designed and equipped for

the treatment of fifty tons of ore per day‘by the flotation process
and on June 7th when I last visited the property it appeared that
the mill could easily be completed within the next two weeks; but
inasmuch as it has been found advisable to install an additional
engine for motive power it is likely that it will not go into

peration until about the first of July at which time the regﬁlar

ining should also commence.

—

! The work on your claims has included the construction
fof several roads in which Russell secured the cooperation of the
| County road érew.
_ The result has been very satisfactory and whereas
' it was formerly necessary to traverse the claims entirely on foot
it is now possible to drive and to haul ore from the mine workings
on the Sentinel and Massachusetts Claims and also on the Nugget
and Navy Claims where Russell has been doing some work intended
to develop a large body of low=grade gold o{%gin the schist,
The prinoipal developments to date have been on the
Bleck Bird, Blue Bird, Messachusetts, and Sentinel and a headframe
has been erected on the Sentinel over an old shaft. At this point

‘& compressor is now being installed and the production of ore on







10

=

3= Mrs. Marion Aubert

a small scale can very shortly commence while it is expected to

operate a little later on the Massachusetts and also on the Blue

9\

%%4"4/WM4

Bird from which some very nice samples of ore have recently

been taken. The future work on the Nuggot and Navy clainms is
somewhat uncértain and will depend upon the grade of the ore QQV

j (fﬁh which may be developed over a wide area of schist but this AV

offers some very interesting pcssibilities.

Several of the old shafts and pits have been \§

| ( L/
| cleaned out oy different sections on the propertg(§;E~;;;e

new ore has been partially developed carrying velues in gold,
sllver, and copper amounting to from $5.00 to $25,00 per ton, but§§§

none of this work has yet progressed to a point whfji-jfi////’////
estimate of tonnage or average value can be made.

Reguler mining and milling operations should start earl;

in July but Russell pfobably will not treat more than 200 to 400

\ tons of ore during the first month. The value of this ore is
problematical but if en average of $10.00 or better per ton
ean be recovered the production will have a net value of $2,000,00
to $4,000,00 and the royalty payable in August for the month of
July should accordingly be #200.00 to §400,00,

From that time forward,.if Russell is even moderately
successful, the gonnage shovld svbstentially inerease and while it
is likely to be several months before the mill can be run to
-capacity there 1is reaabn to expect that the value of the

production and the royalty will continue to improve, always provided
that he is able to develop additional ore of similar or better
grade. I do not feel that any der;nite prediction can be made

in this regard but I consider the present outlook as fawvorable and

I have mmade several suggestions in respect to tha.developmnnt
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September 21, 1931

HMr. Kenneth Aitken, Master,
Aztlan lodge,

P, 0. Box #56,

Prescott, Arizms.

Dear Bro.ther Aitken:

I have yours of September 19th and had already been
grieved and shocked to learn from New York of the suvdden
death of my good.friend snd former associste, Frank Corwin.

I am lesving Fhoenix for Californis tomorrow snd
have not time to do full justice to your request for sn
obitusry report, but I enclose herewith a draft of same
which I hope the other members of the Committee will revise
and substantiaslly improve upon so thet I do not think it

well to enclose several copies,
Fraternally yours,

;:3 /hv_Q”

GMC :HG -
Enel. (1)






i

e i

(2

NOTES RE: BRAGG CLAIMS (PLACERITAS)
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS  11/1/3%

Pits end trenches on the Harrison Claim cleaned out near the
southwest corner. Nothing of any velue found there as quartz veins
appqﬁr to be nearly or quite barren of values. In one pit a vein
4" wide samples only $.70 per ton.

; On the Black Bird Claim several old pits have been cleaned out
and in ©6ne of them about 8' deep there is a well defined quartz vein
stained with iron and copper agd sampling in one place §$52,00 across |
\a width of 21", This, however, appears to be cut off by a fault
.%mmediately below and it is located in badly broken ground near the
contact between the diorite-schist and the quertz-popphyry. Russell
intends to do more work on this showing and hopes to pick up values

at greater depth.

On the Massachusetts there is a shaft 45' deep which has been

%1eaned out and sampléd at intervals. The vein (mostly =a silicification
gof the sehbst) sampled $31.00 for a width of 4' near the top but soon
gpinched and near the bottom had a width of only 14" and sampled $5.60.

f About 100' to the north east of this shaft there is an open cut
where a similar vein assays ¢14.60 for a width of 5', but here also :
the formation is badly broken up and more work must be done to determine
if this will go down.

fn the Sentinel claim there is a shaft sbout 80' deep from

. which some drifting and stoping hes been done. the vein (silicified

Esehist) at the back of the stope on north side of shaft sampled for

4' width $7.00 in gold end §1.20 in silver., ‘''he stope is caved but
kussell plans to sample the south side of shaft and perhaps to drift
there.

Some distance down the hill on the south and east tnere is an
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2- Notes On'Bragg Claims
adit which must run close to the bottom of the shaft and has a length of
'about 100'. Near the breast of this tunnel values are found in the

schist (which is in contaet with the porphyry) end for a width of

20' it appears to sswple close to §4.,00 while the better portion some
4 wige runs $7.00 per ton and here Russell is putting down a winze
now 4' deep. Russell thinks that these workings are about 60!

below the bottom of the shaft.

To the nobth some 200' from the 80' shaft there is another
shaft all in schist which shows a vein some 4%' wids which carries
#4.50 per ton and the ore in the dump sampled $18.00 per ton.

To the east of these last described workings and going down
toward Flaceritas Creek there is a wide beld of silicified iron
stained schist which appears to carry gold and may have pay values
in places. Russell thinks that this gives promise of developing into
a large low grade ore body and intends %o sample it thoroughly as soon

as he hes secured the lesss.



Prank R. Corwin

Frank R. Corwin was born at Uniom City, lichigan,
October 6, 1886. He attended the local schools and the University
of Michigan at Ann Harbor, graduating from the Engineering School
of the University in 1909, 2nd following the profession of metallurgist.

Corwin was employeed by the Anacondalopper Mining
Compeny in Montana, later by the Phelps-Dodge Corporstion at Douglas,
Arizona. His fine technical knowledge, exceptional executive ability
and engaging personslity resulted in successive sdvences and in 1916
he came to Humboldt as Acsistant Smelter Superintendent for the
Consolidated Arizona Swelting Company, being quickly promoted to
Superintendent which position he held until the smelter closed down
at the end of 1920.

In 1922 he retumed to Humboldt &s Smelter Superintendent
for the Southwest Metals Compsny which had suvcceeded the Consolidated
Arizons Smelting Company and served in this capacity until early in
1924, when he accepted the position of Plant Manasger for the American
Metals Company st Cartarte, New Jersey, later becoming Assistant
Msnager of the Basltimore Smelting Works of the American Refining &nd
Smelting Company snd svbsequently Jjoining the staff of the HNicholls
Copper Company where he rose to the position of Vice President in charge
of production.

Death came suddenly and unexpectedly from s heart attack

while Corwin was lunching with friends at the Benkers Club &f New York.
Corwin was msrried about 1812 to Miss Frances Kirwin of

Ansconda, Montana. Mrs. Corwin survives; — there were no childreh.
Corwin affiliated with the Aztlsn lodge of Masons in

Piesoott in 1919, being initiated in July, pessed in Auvgust and raised







Y

it -

%ainly wish that I could have Jjoine

. OZLMN ' st 10th, 1943 |

Hre Fredrick ¥, Basselt
% le Schulz Company

614 li. Carpenter Street
Chicages Illinois

Deer Freddie: ‘ %t \\ ,

Was glaed to receive your letter of iay 24th and subge
quently your posteard from Merthe's Vineyard. I remembgr bhe
lovely place very well from my eara.z childhood days and cere=

. ~you there and had a dip
in the Atlantic end some good trips & sail boat although I
suppose that the boats ere pretiy well tied wp during ihe wary

I was very glad that my old friend Judge Erook was able
to help Jobn and his bride in finding & temporary home near
Kingmane I knew thet he would do bis best but stories con-
gerning the housing conditions near that town had been ver
discouraging and I judge thet Jack had to locate pretiy well
up in the Cerbet lMountains sinee you mention that the eleva=
tion of his cottege is 6500', That will be no detriment at all
during the summer months sinee Kingmen is often beestly hot,

It is niee that you end Mery should have had & visit
with your echildre: and grenddeughter which I am sure was
mueh enjoyed by all end I am daug expecting news of the
arrival of another grandehild in lowa where uarien is spending
part of the summer with Nathalie,

News from Alden continues to be very good and he came

: the Tunesian cambaign without any further injury and
his last letter was written from Sieily whbere aepperently he
was taking part in the campaign which went up oioag the west
coast aend took Palemo, He 4id not bheve a very high opinion
of Sieily or the Sicilians but said that the Germans wers
fighting hard end I only wish thaet their bravery and intelli-
gence were being expend@@@in a betier cause.

Hope that you may have had a chance fto see Katrine when
you passed near Boston end that you get good news from Beb
who may likely be going overseas after his training peried in
Hississippis ‘

Should you happen to epend any time in New York, try
to look up our old friend Buck Coaney with whom you can get
in toneh through his brother Charlie wio is & pariner in the
firn of Butler, Herrick and Harshall at 30 Brosd Sireet. You
will remember that poor Buek has been absolutely nmutiy for
meny years and was confined in various asylums but he really







ZONIA CONT'D.

NOTES

The siX chmprn drill holes, varying from 428"

to 900' in depth on this and_ the adjoining McMahan
?roperty, sunk by the Mines Development Company,

Shannon Copper Company) appear to have been put
down with a view %o developing & disseminated
copper deposit. According to lMr. Bennie, Manager
of the Shammon Copper Company, Hole No. 1, 427%"
deep, showed a trace of copper; No. 2, 449%' deep
averaged 0.2/ COPPeT; No. 3, 660' deep, showed
0.1% o 1.3%; No. 4 490' deep (lost/, averaged
0.1%; No. 4 4, 900" deep, showed 0.19% to 0.36%;
No. 5, 650" deep showed nothing for 315" then 0.1%.

- I think, however, that if any ore body of commer=-

eial value 18 found, it will be & replacement
deposit in the schist, similer to those in the
Mayer District, and that a shaft, gunk on one
of the more favorable appearing jron-stained
belts might develope such an 0re body.
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DISTRICT PROPERTIES LOCATION
Kirkland, Zonia 1l m. S. E, .
Yavapai Co., Kirkland.
Arizona. Elevation of
; camp 4325, 13
patented
c¢laims,

fe
"/
et

OWNERS & DATE
OPERATORS VISITED

Zonia copper October 4th
Mining Company and 5th, 1917
Judge Gilling-

ham, New Bed-

ford, Mass.

controls. Idle

for many years

except for drille

ing by Shamnon Co.

in 1910 and 1911.

NOTES

Yavapai schists and belts of dierite, On the
Copperopolis c¢laim is an old incline 60 degrees
S.W., at least 200" deep, At the collar is a
fault plane running N. 70 W, For a width of

50' the porphyritic schist shows chrysocolla

and malachite. 20' East is another 10' belt

of porphyritic schist with copper steins. On

the Sunflower claim & steam hoist and upright
boiler stand at the momth of a tunnel in schkist,
iron and manganese stained, dipping N W about

45 degrees., Just inside the tunnel is a caved
incline. A few stains of copper show on the
cleavage planes of the schist here. To South

is snother little opening, nearly caved, running
behind the incline, ©Still farther South is a
caved tunnel or diorite dipping N. W. in contact
with schist standing much straighter. At the
Junction of the Copperopolis and Defiance claims,
is & drill hole (4A? put down by the Shannon Cop-
per Cmmpany on the lower edge of & mshogany col-
ored iron stained schist belt hav flat dip
and striking S 70 W, East and Norfheast across
the gulch are two cuts with dumps showing copper
carbonates. Down hill to the East, over good
looking iron stained schist,is a shaft with no
timbers and unknown depth. No copper shows on
the dump. Going East from the old smelter along
French Gulch are intercalated belts of green

and brown (iron stained) schist, generally 10'=-
20' wide, with some diorite. Copper stained
float shows along the Creek. On the north side
of the gulch is a tunnel in iron stained schist,
gstrike N E, dip vertical, with considerable ma-
hogany colored iron oxides. 20' in the tumnel
is a shallow winze, beyond which the tunnel was
inaccessible. On the south side is a tunnel
running west in diorite, somewhat iron stained.

—
|
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Stringers end small veins containing silver-lead-copper values have
been found on several of the claims surrounding the Zonia. These
ghowings are all small. Siliceous iron ores with good gold wvalues
oceur on some of the porphyry conbacts and a few of these are of
sufficient size to warrant thelr Iurther investigation,

CLASSES O0F MINERALIZATION: ¥ive mineralized zones are shown on the
map; of these four have been roughly surveyed and the fifth, on the
Navy Nos 1 claim, is very approximamte. The areas in green are classed
a8 probable ore~bearing ground and those in yellow are less miner-
aliged. In the event that payable primary ores are found some of

the latter mey contain ore. This may be called possible ore~bearing
ground but should not be given much weighting at present.

SIgE OF MINBRALEZSD ZONES: The five known zones have the following
aroms TH acres on the onia property.

Probable Pogaible Totals
Cuprite £1.8 acres o 21,8
Copperopolis a6 9.3 1749
Tourlamine 32 ¢4 Hed 3% «8
%I&GKHC OP{GJ-' 1lel Heb 164 :
I avy [0s 3 ad 8
Total §§‘g 200 102« acres

The Navy No. 1 will be somewhat larger giving a probable total,
ag far as the property hag been surveyed, of sbout 85 acres of probable
ground and 20 acres of possible ground; a combined area of min@raliza%
ground of 107 acress As stated before, 85 acres 1s all that need be *
consgidered at present. Such an ares would contain 30,000,000 tons
for each one-hundred feet of deplthe.

The adjoining properties now controiled by L. 0. Howard and
associates contain about 12 scres of probable ground on the Tourmaline
zone and 5 seres of possible ground on the Black Copper zone. -

OXIDATION & SECONDARY XNRICHMENT: Oxidation and leaching of the
minerelized zones has been unususally c.mplete and very 1little

copper and no sulphides have been left in the outcrops. Oxidation is
found to considersble depths below the elevations of the present
vaelleys indicating & recent raise in the water level and a probable
submerged ore-zone. Remnants of the old topography &as 1t exigted
before this recent elevation show a well-worn down appearance, & con-
dition whieh combined with the depth of the old water-level should be
conduecive to a strong and long continued secondary enrichment.

Previous to the recent elevation of the water-level the country
probably drained into the Kirkland valley. This outlet was apparently
closed in Quebernary times by basalt flows and possibly by aceompany-
ing faulting and uplift near the Zonis. This rejuvenated the streams



%o the south and a new drainage in this direction was established.

This young drsinage system has not as yet cut down as far as the
old water level which governed the depth of the secondary enrich-

ment.






July 15, 1936

MEMO

EE: ARECENT /URK ON LSRAGG CLAILMS, visited July 13, 1936

The mill is praétically completed but they are
waiting for soume parts for the new engine,

on the Bragg Claims a good road has been built to
the Sentinel aﬁd Jassachusetts and it is planned to shortly
extend this to the north and east end of the group.

A head-frame has been built over the Sentinel
Shaft which ig 35 deep and a serviceable hoist and 120
cubic-foot portable compressor nas béen installed and is
ready to operate. A trestle and ore storage bin with truck-
loading facilities is under construction.

It is intended to sink this shaft and connect
up with the adit level at a depth of some 60' below the collar
and then to hoist the ore thru the shaft and run the waste
out thru the adit.

The ore occurs here &s a replacement in schist
and valﬁes vary from $25.00 to §$5.0Q0 per ton in gold and
copper. 1t is expected Dy russell that a considerable tonage
of %12.00 ore can be developed, mined and shipped to his
mill from this point.

No recent work has been done on other portions
of the property bul Russell plans to soon resume developuent
on the wassachusetts Claim where he nas some promising showings
and intends to do some work in one of the old shafts and then
to run an adit to crosscut a veln which appears to be &n

extension of the Sentinel vein and some other showings which




are parallel to it. Subseyuently he plans to continue his
work on the Navy and Blackbird.

Russell's operations hLave been proceeding steadily
but very slowly with only some six or eight men eﬁployed.
ty speeding up his work he might have been mining and milling
ore in June but it now appears thatvhe will meke no sub-
stantial production before August. IHe tells me that he has
spent over $20,000 to date, inecluding the mill, and this is
quite plausible but it seems quite certain that the parties
who are backing him financially did not put up any: substantial
sum of money at the outset but are advancing just about so
mueh every month and his activities have been limited aec~-
cordingly.

This sttuation should change and improve as soon
as Le actually starts to ship his concentrates. ieantime,
he has been doing his work in a proper and orderly manner
and living up to all of his obligations under the lease-
agrecment including the payment of the minimum monthly
royalty. |

)




Name -
Date -

Report =

Geology -

Zonia & lMclaghan
Feb. 15, 1920

Addi tions to report of L.F.S.

Holland, of August 1917.

A series of schistose instrusives
among which cuartz monzomite; cuarts
porphyry aend cuarts diorite were re-
cognized. A few isolated areas of
schist presumably sédimentary.

The intrusives have been greatly
fractured amd sheared the resulting
schistosity is more promounced in the
softer rocks. IFracturing was followed
by minersalizing solutions and chal-
copyrite deposited largely in the
fracture planes in the various rocks.
The area over which this mineralization
occurs is great tho the principle min-
eralization is confined to five dis-
tinct zones more or less lenticular

in shape and showinz on the Zonia
ground considerable copper carbonate
in cleavage planes as a replacement

of the sericite develoved from alter-
ations of feldspar during matamorphism.
The solutions from which the carbonate
was deposited probably originated from
leaching of naerrow bands of promery
chelcopyrite high in iron which now
apnear within the areas mentioned as
stringers of iron oxide and ouartz.
One of these areas near the 100" ghaft
mentioned in Holland's revort shows
five feet of materidl that has possibilities
of developing in depth into a body of
commercial ore of fair grade. It is
doubtful, however, if deep work will
develop any larger bodies of ore and
from the grade of ore encountered at
the surface on the various outecropt

it is more than likely that depth

will show small lenticular bodies

of ore ranging from 2 to 3% copper

and larger areas of 1 torh% ore.

The possibilities for development of
disseminated ores over areas large
enough to permit of cheap mining is
PooTr. '

Properties previous to examinations
had been optioned by Dr. Richelts

and associates and preparations were
under way for the sinking of a shaft
on the liciMahon group.

?\-{. TJ'D L]

Humboldt , Arizonsa.

April 6,1920.
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NOTES RE WORK IONE BY RUSSELL ON BRAGG ESTATE CLAII%

Re:.Non Liability Notice (Is this properly posted on claims,
Record Copy of Lease and Non Liability notice with

County Redorder in Prescott

On Massachusetts Claim the old shaft has been dewatered to a depth
of 60' but the good values in the vein only went down about 40',
Near the collar of this shaft the vein had a width of over 4!

and sampled $31,00,.

On the Sentinel Claim an old shaft was cleaned out to a depth of 80!
and the vein appeared to be strong and well mineralized for a
consideraeble distance and judged by panning carried $20 -$30 per
ton, but here also it lost values in depth.

& tunnel runs in near to this shaft through & wide
body of mineralized schist and some values are notéd over a width
of nearly 100 ft. The pay streak is about 15' wide and Russell
thinks it will carry $10 - $1l2 per ton.

On Sentinel there is also a shallow shaft near the
top of the ridge and all the vein at this points pans well but no
assays have yet been made.

On Blue Bird Claim there are also some good surface

showings.




Extracts from Reports on
Gold FPlacer Ground on
Claims of Bragg Estate

March 17, 1932

QOn the 15th instant, being in the wicinity of Proacatt. I
arranged to visit your property at Placeritas Gulch and took with
me William Forbach who is operating a gold placer some distancé
further west and also Frank Brent, part Indian, who was raised in
the vieinity of Placerita and wes familiar with all the old gold
diggings in that neighborhood.

With some difficulty we located one of the old corner posts
on yoﬁr Massachusetts claim and then worged down to Flacerita along
some of the cross washes and followed down the Placerita Guleh for
some distance.,

The claims on which placer ground was noted are particularly
the Harrison, Black Bird, Blue Bird, Horn Spoon, Nugget, Slipper,
Growler, Morning Ster, Sentinel, Sunshine and Morning Light. This
ground comprises the benches along Placerita Creek, the sides of the
gulch and small benches along a number of little creeks which run
into Placerita from either bank,

Time did not permit a thorough examination nor any attempt to
sample the ground, but it was evident that some gold occured at various
places as determined by the finding of a few specks of gold along the
bed rock and particularly by noting that a considerable amount of

. gravel had been recently washed and the persistence with which these



Page #8

operations had been continued indicated that the operators must at
least have made wages.

Brent informed us that some of this ground had been placered
back in the '90s and that the gold was generally coarse and several
large nuggets, some worth as much as fifty to eighty dollars, had
actually been found, Traces of this old work were still in evidence,
but more prominent were the diggings which evidently had been con-
ducted during the last two or three winters when water was tempora-
rily plentiful in the little side washes.

I could not note any one point at which a large yardage seemed
likely to be developed or which would justify any substantial capital
expenditure prior to stqrting mining operations, but several areas
were suitable for working on a small scale.

It is my general opinion that the values in your ground are
spotty and aside from the occasional nuggets that the average gold
content would be rather low. The conditions are not well suited to
any large scale operation and the property would not be likely to
interest any large company. In working the small patches of pay
gravel it would be necessary to either transport thia down %o
Placerita, where a fair quantity of water was running, or otherwise
to pump up the said water to the point of operation.

It is, of course, impossible to give you any estimate of the
average value of the gravel without & thorough sampling so that I

am merely stating an opinion which might require serious revision.



Extrects from letter mritten in January 1934
in Answer o Specific Questions

I will try to eanswer the questions in your letter. First,
the depth of the gold bearing sand and gravel varies from a few
inches to perhaps 15 or 20 feet. It may be deeper than this on some
of the benches. There ere values in practically all of this gravel
from the surfece down to the bed rock and a number of shallow text
pits have been sunk in places or worked out by placer miners. 8o far
as I know there has never been any systematic testing or drilling of
this ground but the indications are that there is practically no
barren over-burden slthough the values are naturally lower near the
surface and increase as the bed rock is approached,

Second, - Since the ground has never been tested, it is
difficult to form any idea of the yardage but considering the benches
along the edge of the creek and along the tributary creeks which
empty into Placeritas and also the bed of the creek itself, I think
it probable thet the yardage is in excess of 10,000 end eventually
a much lerger quantity might be developed. The average value of this
dirt is however very uncertain since in spots it has yeilded as much
as $2.00 per cubic yard, elsewhere practically nothing, and it hes
never had any systematic exploration,

Third, - Placerita Creek runs through the mining claims and at
times there is & small flow of water on the surface and nearly always
some water can be found by sinking holes in the sand wash, However
the flow during the greater part of the year is insufficient to permit
sluicing or washing any substantial quantity of gravel. I know of no
type of washer which could be operated to advantage here except on a

very small scale., Dry iaahora have been tried but the recovery is



Page #4

always unsatisfactory and the men who have worked from time to time
with rockers and long-toms have had to cease operating entiroly'during
the dryer portions of tho‘year.
 In order to procure as much as 100 gallons of water per minute

4t would be necessary to put in quite a pipe line end pumping plant
and probably to sink wells further down the gorge end on property
belonging to others., This would involve quite an expenditure and no
. one has tried it out to date. The lack of water is really the
principal obstacle to working the placer ground in this vieinity.

Fourth, - This question has been partly enswered in reply to
your number one. No systematic tests have ever been made but from
time to time various parties had tested the ground by panning and use
of rockers and have mined small quantities of gravel at the points
where they believed the best value to exist. The bed rock has also
been scalped in certain spots and it is stated that several years ago
a number of nuggets, one containing as much as four ounces of gold,
were found on this property, but I have no records of any of this
work. |

The last perty to whom I leased the property made a number of
tests and several small runs with a machine which he tried to operate
as long as water was available. He later skipped out without paying
royalty or giving me any detailed {nformation concerning the results
of his work although he told me when I last visited him on the prop-
erty that his sampling had been satisfactory ang&hat he figured that
a considerable yardage would average as much as $1.00, I do not con-
gider that this man's statements were reliable.

In reference to the lodes and veins on other portions of iirs.
Aubert's property I should perhaps explain to you thet the guestion

of whether or not an ore is free milling depends only upon the
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character of the metallic mineral in the vein which is often but not
always composed of quartz. Most of the veins on Mrs, Aubert's claims
carry some quartz and some of them are nearly pure quartz. The
metallic minerals are gold mixed with copper and iron sulphides and
oxides. I do not think that any of these veins have been properly
tested to determine whether the gold is free milling, at least in
recant years, but from the records of other properties in this district
and my experience with similar ores, I should judge that from 50% to
70% of the gold could probably be recovered by amalgemation (1.6. free
milling) and the balance wauld have to be recovered as concentrates
together with the copper and iron sulphides with whiéh it is
intimately mixed. The present milling practice at smaller properties
involves the use of amalgamators and also of tables and flotation
celis and the latter generally give the best results.

When I first sampled the property in 1924, I obtained a number
of assays on smell exposures of ore which yielded from §7.00 to
$15.00 per ton and on some larger exposures of low grade ore $2.00
to $3.00 per ton.

All the figures given above are based on the old price of gold
($20.67 per ounce) and now thet gold is worth over $34.00 per ounce
thoy should be increased pro rata.

While the old price for gold meintained, I did not believe
that any of these gold copper veins could be worked with profit and
so advised Mrs. Aubert, but under present conditions I am inclined to
think that a smell operation based on the mining and treatment of
better portions of the veins could probably be made profitable. This
statement, however, is merely an opinion and could not be confirmed
- without a very thorough sampling of all of the exposed ore and con-
siderable cleaning out of the old workings, mary of which are now

entirely or partly inaccessidle,



NOTES REGARDING BRAGG ESTATE.

Interview in Prescott June 4,1928, with Amos J. Peaslee,
attorney, of 501 Fifth Avenue, New York, representing lirs.Marion Aubert,
and other heirs of the late Mr.Bragg.

lir.Peaslee advised that since I reported on the property in
1924 Norris and Norris of Preseott have been looking after the mining
claims on behalf of the owners, Some two years ago they arranged for
a lease to Serafino and Matthis, and ineluded in this lease was an
option whereby the leasers could purchase the property for the sum of
$8,000, The leasers shipped a little ore, but did not live up to their
obligations in respeet to paying minimum royalty and carrying out de-
velopment work, and accordingly the lease agreement was forfeited, al-
though formal notification of such forfeiture was apparently not given.

Meantime, W. J. Loring and others operating as the Arizona
Metals Corporation, have been developing a large body of exidized
copper ore on the liclMahon and Zonia properties, adjoining the Bragg
estate, and a certain Mrs.Rose, apparently an intimate friend of the
Lorings and living with them, approached Serafino and lMatthis and
suggested that they purchase the Bragg property which she would re-
putehase from them, giving them a 10/15% interest as their gsommission.

Serafino and Matthis believing that their option to purchase
was still in foree drew up an agreement for sale to Mrs.Rose, and sent
this baek to the owners for signature, but lMrs.Aubert on advice from
Peaslee refused to sign, and recently sent out an engineer named
Walter A. Rukeyser of 342 Madison Avenue, New York, to examine the

situation. Rukeyser advised her for the first time of the quite ex- i

tensive operations of Loring, but appears to have been largely

by Loring who made him believe that the Bragg property was actually of



no value or interest to his company, but that on account of his per-
sonal friendship to Mrs.Rose he would like to see her make the purchase
and would zive her the benefit of his advice and friendly assistance
in developing and operating the property. Mrs.Rose altered her proposal
to the leasers in such a manner that she would agree to expend $90,000
in developing the Bragg property over a period of 5 years (I think) and
in addition would leave to Mrs.Aubert a 15% interest in the property '
after it had passed into the hands of a new company which she propcs ed
to orzanize.

On examining the situation Peaslee found it very strange that
Norris and Norris had never advised Mrs.Aubert econcerning the operations
of Loring or the possibility of her property being valuable to this
neighboring company, although they, Norris and Norris, had apparently
acted for both the owner and the leaser in drawing up the new sale and
purchase agreement (whieh, however, has never beensigned by the owner)
and in further aeting directly on behalf of both Serafino and Matthis
and also lirs.Rose in drawing up the purchase and sale agreement between
these last two parties, Also, Norris and Norris, retained as attorneys
by the owners, were to receive a commission of $2,000 from the leaser
when the purchase was effected. 1In other words, they were acting for
everybody and feathering their own nest from all parties to the bargain.
At the present time Norris and Norris claim, or pretend to clainm, that
Mrs.Aubert is actually committed to the sale and cannot withdraw without
legal liability, although MMr, Peaslee is firmly of the opinion that such
is not the case.

Peailee also found it strange that Loring should so emphatieally

state that the property was of no interest to him, but should appear so

anxious that it should be aequired by his intimate personal friend, and




presumably business associate, Mrs.Rose, who is said to be financed by
some real estate people in Los Angeles,
Mrs, Aubert had become greatly exeited by the report of Rukeyser

and is now convinced that she has an exeeptionally valuable mine, from

whieh she may hope to receive hundreds of thousands of dollars, and
against the advice of her brother (who has given up his share in the
mining property to her) she is rather disposed to definitely refuse to
sell to Serafino and Matthis and through them to Mrs. Rose, and to Spend
her own money in developing and perhaps later operating the property.
Mrs.Aubert is a woman of very considerable wealth, and also has wealthy
friends who might associate themselves with her, but is absolutely ig-
norant on mining and business matters, and Peaslee is anxious to pro-
teet her interests and prevent her from either uselessly spending large
sums of money or meking a sale to Loring at a considerably lower price
than the property might appear to be worth.
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