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BLUEBIRD IlINE 

nOTE BY G. 14 .. CQLVOCORESBES , 

October, 1937. 

My visit to this property in 1914 and a casual in­

speotion at e. more reeent date made favorable impressions and I think 

thatthere 1s good reason to believe tbat a large body of very bas1e 

gold-copper ore may be deve~oped. 

Tbe looation 1s bad but greatly improved during reoent 

years by new road eonstruotlon. 

The mine was oombined with the Red Rover (note Red 

ROYer file) and they should be oonsidered JOintly. 

Some recent work at the alue Bird 1s said to have 

opened up a l1mited tonna~e ot ore whioh has higher SOld values 

than shown 1n my saJllp1es and 8 f'ew shipments of orude ore .ere reoently 

made to a smelter but transportation oosts proved too great a handicap. 

A well planned campaign of' exploration at the Red Bover 

and Bl.ue Bird coupled with 8 study of the metallurgioal problems might 

result in the development of' a very first-class g~ld-sl1ver-o~pper 

mine. 



Bov. 5th .. 1914. 

" Yo:u w111 be interested in learn1ng the rosul'ts of 'tbe 

s pl s hiah I took fro the Bluebird lue in your presenoe •• 

Tl' eEl 6n&lyzed 8 tollows;. -

i 1 Gold .18 ozs.. 
Silver .22 ft 

C~pl>er l.&&jb 

112 Gold .28 ozs • 
""llver • 24 ;, 
Copper 1.64$ 

13 Sha.ed 1.36 ~ oopper and a 00 pos1te Eorm or 
tt e three samples ",hoed· 5 .. 1% 1:o.s01. au4 45.4% iron. 

As I h ad previously surtllis d the ore 1s well E u1 t.ed 

to our purpos • and oUld te an exoellent nux tor e s11101oU8 

ore !,f' this vioinity_ untortunately. htmevor. 1t appeared to , 

88 a rawl t of!lY trip., that the lO()8tlon of your property 1s to 

inacC-es81blf' to eke 1 1ntel"estln.g to us e.t the pre ont t1 e. At 

a later delta. oul you wee ed in J.nter.~· tin g cep1 ta~ 5 d developing 

the Blue it'd JUne,. and to refit e In an& 0 cbeap t~a portatlon 

~o the railraad. I YJould be. very lad to. g 1nt" this l!l6tter i th 

you turtb ~ l' • tf 



BLUEBIRD 

sept. 23. 1914. 

Humboldt smelter Co. 

Gentlemen: 

"1 send herewith a sample of ore ~'om the Blue B1rd 

Group, 45 miles north of Phoenix. I have 'fOUl' claim~. The ore in 
;~~t . 

the Blue Bird is over 100 t'e)3t, in width of solid sulphide or~, running 

. acoording to aSBays 'from average samples 2 .to • oopper end $2.40 

to 12.80 in gold. If' you can use the ore for flux [w111 set the 

price on the groupe. or w111 make arrangements to sh1p to yo~. I am 

down 175 teet in incline. At 100 feet have crossout the ore for 46 feet 

east. and 60 feet west. The sul.phide starts 20 teet below surtace ' 

and at 110 teet dips away from shatt. It 1s covered by 20 teet or 

more of irony goasan. 

It 1s 1n so.hlst or porphyry schist. It 1s 1n tact a 
more olaims can be taken up·. 

big low grade proposition. Se~eral/100 tons on dump, 

Very truly your~J 

(signed) Wm. ~. Tbomas. 



Sup;elemen tarx data on BL'Ol£BIBD IWII 

Visited by G. K. Colvoooresaes • January 23rd, li38. 

Present 1'0 a4 turns oft to lett or the Camp Creek: Road about 

.8 JB11es 1"1"oa Phom1x. beyond the rigllt band road to the Bed Rower 8114 

Just betore reaching tbe Sayen Spr1ngs Reo~eatlon Area. 

Turn ott road is marked ·Cartrlf91t Ranoh" but thI8 ro&4 torka 

at the turn off and the Blueb1rd road 1s the lett fort .. the Bluebird 

Camp or 1110 or three old buildings be1aa about 8 mile trom the turll-
; . 

ott and along a oree k. 

From oamp to mine shatt 15 18 as than a halt a mile but th. 

last quaMer mile is steep and rough and best negot1ated on toot. 

The old sbatt is locat~d on the r1gh t bank: ot the oreek and 

about 10 ft. above it. 

The s haft dips about 700 to the ast and it 1s 88id to be 175' 

deep 1f1 th drifts and crosscuts on the 100' level. It is equippe4 .. th 

atripod and old borse-whim and there are ]a ddera and skid-way for 

bucket. The timbers look to be in fair condl t10n but tb3:re is water 

stand1ng below a oertain depth and the a1 r 1 s bad so th8.~ I d1 d not 

attem.pt to descend. 

Apparently no underground worit had been done here tor the pe.8~ 

twen~-t1Y8 years. The collar-set of 8 3 compartment •• rUosl shatt 

hed b en put oown about 100' to the east ut this seems to be as tar 

as th 6Y got e. t th at point. 

Tha country r ook 1s mainly serl ci te-soh st t1lted nearlf Yerti­

oal end str1 k1n northeast. There app ars to b dykes or d1or11fe and 

end rhyo11 te porphyry. T Qutero l of the vein 1s to be sean elGS e 

to the sta ft but seellE to be only t in width. It 1s a. h r; vy 1rOD, 

goeaan. The vein also strikes northeast - southwest aDd seems to dip 

to tIle mutheast. 

On the dump taore is still some ot the heavy iron oopper sul­

phide ore similar to the sample 8 whi en ere taken to Humboldt . A few 

years ag o 111 1s salCl the t n carloads of this or e were ha.uled out 8l1d 

trucked to M1am1 smet lter at a rate ot 4.00 per ton (wh1oh 1s un­

beI1eveable). This was done by Duke O. Payne (1) a pro.aier trom 

Phoenix. No returns OIl these shipments are ava1lable but Ul.- might 



be obtained trOll the aael'\ez. 

T e pzoperty 1s nOlfowne4 by .Prank Sbe! ton (CaM creet p.o.) 

lIbo 11188 t the 08 p 1'1 th bt brolber. Be mo.lI flothl ot II1nlng 

and Was Myel' 00 ~b Bl bird shaft but eay. G be lIe8 1014 tb8t 

ttl aolid sulph1de ore on t 100' level was 16- wiele end av.ragH 

~.eo ill gold aa(} abooS • . copp...-. Stl 1 ton eMU 2 olatAa 10. ~1. 

go • Pioneer 11. UI1 #2 a expeot.. ~ .-tee IS. Be alae 0 1lJ18 

sDoth ... prospect h10h abo.. oU7-o 

11'0 ., in a 1D4 -51 oerry 14. 

AUt on tb e 111 n 

nz nth plen.e., oopper aDd 

4. Sbel"n aD atter 

tot." 'OftI' the .1na but 8n81\on haa oloa d DO deal .. 1, till h1m.. 

-'!'he 100 ion ot the e 1 yery bad &I'ut the har 0'er of ore 

hlle Yery' 1" ble ror dlre~t 81 1 8 would 11l1ng laposslbla. 

It · would s hay DO yalue unl. s t' large t 11 0 pay ore could 

b de_loped 6.n4 t see \0 , . t th l'8 1 fj ohan08 tbat tb1s might 

e t1 ne. I think ttl ould be wort whi le to ater tb ahat~ 

and mea oarefUl Invt!tstl tloll 1f" :ree enable 4eal auld be au.84e. 



11 Do1dt f'lllelter Co" 

Gentlemen! 

BLUEBIRD 

s.cpt. 23. 1914~ 

ttl send here. 1 t a. sample or ore :t ... ' 011 the Blue Bird 

Group, 45 miles north of Phoenix. I have tour olalDlB .. Tb ore in 

the Blue Bird 1s over 100 tee' in wi th o't solid sul.pblde ore f running 

according t.o essey's f'roa average 88l'1lples 2 .. to • cop-per and 2~40 

to '12~ao in gol.d~ It you can use the ore tor flux I w1l1 set the 

pr1ce on the groupe, O~ 19111 alee arr ngcment to sh1p to you", I a 

down 1.75 teet 1n incline. At 100 :teet. have OPOBscut tb ore tor 46 :teet 

east, and 60 f at west. The sulpblde tarts 20 teet below sUX'face 

and t 110 teet d1I> a 8"J fro shatt, It 1s oovered by 20 teet or 

more '01" irony sosssn ., 

It 1 1n schist or porphyry sohist. It 18 1n tact 8 
more o1a1rJB 06n b4it taken up. 

big low era4e proposition. Seyeral/1OO tons on d p. . 

Very truly 10lJ.r&, 

t 19ned) • • 'rhomas • 



BLUE BIRD MINE (CAVE CREEK) ~ F 
Note: 8/10/42 

Conference with Oscar P. Long, phone 3-6848 

Long now owns a half interest in thi s mine along with Price 

the former owner. 

an Main told Long that before he quit working there for the In­

spiration Company t hey ran a long drift up the creek to follow the 

are shoot but lost it at a fault and t he ore had pinched out in depth 

at 110' level but at a depth of 175' the y ran a cross-But to the 

east for 140' and there apparently struck the fa ulted se gment of the 

vein on t he other s i de of t he dior i te dike and samples ran $15.00 of 

which $ 9.00 was gol d and bal ance cop )er and s i lver. 

Perry of Inspiration Company examined this mine and recomLlended 

its purc hase but Prioe had a row with the Inspiration officials and 

that Company to ok away their equipment and stoPl)ed all work . The are 

which they had shipped had an average value of about $9.00 per ton and 
• 

was trucked all the way to their smelter at Miami at a cost of about 

$4.50 to "5.00 per ton. It would be very desirable as flux if the 

copper content 'w ere higher, it had a veraged only 1.00 to 1.50% copper . 



Name -

Lo ect i on - Cat:1 ~ Cr ee k: 

Da te - .!ul y , 1 ~ ~18 

No te s -

:~i :'lr '. i ~',: T D~; n ;.lu i n ,-,l i (~ 'owa rd J.lotti (.: r of Glo be . 

+ ' vI on . 

',':s t et t Il :: ,=-:;rD de end eom~o8iti (.I11 0_ thi s or e 



NOTE RE BLUE.BIRD MINE 

Cave Creek 
12/2/39 

Operated under lease for some time past by H~ard 
y/t /1 w. 'h)~;,.t+~ {~-. t - vvJ 
Mottier and Mayne of Cave Creek. 

The International smelting Co., being badly in need 

of basic sulphide ore, built a good road into the mine, pro­

vided some of the equipment and financed considerable develop-

ment but below the 160' level and at the end of the shoot the 

ore pinched and faulted and the search for any additional 

tonnage would involve a large expense for drilling or other 

exploration which the International Co. are not willing to 

undertake particularly since they have a better balanced 

charge sinc·e the pric' e of copper has improved. 

The smelter has treated this ore at a flat rate of 

$iL.50 per ton and the truck haul of 52 miles from the mine 

to Phoenix has cost $2 .00 per ton. Did not get the ~.B. 

freight rate., which was probably another $2 .00 or more. 

The Lessees have now shipped 8,000 tons and are nearly 

through. The following may be taken as an average analysis 

of shipments. 

·Au. 0.185 oz. 
Ag. 0.13 oz. 
Fe. 40% 
Cu. 1.17% 
s. 25% 

si02 12% 
CaO 1.Zfb 
A1203 2.0% 
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Gross value of thi s ore. say $9 .35 and mining cos ts 

have been less than $2 .00 to put ore in trucks. Other charges 

as above would make total costs about $?50 and smelter 

probably paid about $8 .00 leaving profit of about 50¢ per 

ton to the lessees is in line with inferences from Mather 's 

statements. 

Seems to be little or no future to this property un­

less someone would take a gamble for exploration and if 

International Smelting Co. will not do this, it cannot appear 

attractive to them. 

G.M.C. 



/ 
Vtatted y G. • Co voooreaaee .. Jan rr 23rd. li38. 

Pr.aeAt 1'0 ad turns Gft ~o l.8ft of t.b Cep Creek Boe.4 .botS 

'8 Ja11 fx P,boc1x, be70M til righ' ro d to Bed Hovel' au4 

J beto zea 106 tbe Seven Spring ~10ll. 

Turn ott ro d 1s t hie a4 tora 

.~ tbe turn ott and ~ Blu. l,rct road 1s ibe 1 it forlt. ~h Blueblrd 

C P of . 0 or ~ old bu1ld! g. b Lna about a aile tro. \h turn­

orr and along a or"k. 

fro 0 to 1n aha! 1 le. th8J1 halr a lIl1.le but tbo 

1 at qUi ner 11e Is .'eep n4 rou . 4 b .i n gatiate on too. 

'rbe old abatt 18 100 ted t.he r 81\ bank of the oreek end 

about 10 ft. aboye 1t. 

The aben dip bout 70° to 'the • 8\ a114 1t 1 •• aU to. be 1'15' 

4eep wI ~h drIft. aG4 oroasouts OIl th 100' lev.l.. It 1s eqUlpped .. 'h 

a~r1pod end 014 hora_hia and \bere are lac14ers an4 ski -w., tor 

buok.'. The 'U.llbers 100 to be 1n tall' COJld1 tlon but t_re 18 •••• r 

.t8D41ng below a 0 nain deptb d e r 18 ad eo ~at I cU d Aot 

at'tellp\ \0 4.. a • 

.1pparentlJ' no undersroun4 WOft 84 been on here fbr the pes" 

ilIenv-tlft reers. Tne oollar-ae't ~ S CIOJlpa!' OIlt .UUoal ahatt 

ha4 been pu~ down abot! 100' to tb east ut tb1s .-e t b a tar 

they got at that poln. 

be oountry root 18 a1 11 :i te- ohlat tl1 .. d nearly 81"'1-

o 1 SlU" strlkln northe t. The~ appeare to b 41 as of 'lior1a Dd 

rhyolite p phyrr. T ou'tOrop ot tbe 'fein 18 '0 be 8 •• 0. Olca 

to tbe sllett but a.e to be only 5" In .1d~b. It 1. he yY !rOA 

gee.en. The veIn also .t~1k nor'tbee." - south •• , aD4 a .... to 41p 

'k> the lDutb at. 

On tb. dWllp tllere 1 still 80lIl8 of tb be avy ilCn oopper aul­

pM4e ore s1ml1sr to the samples .bleh .ere taken to HUJlbolc1t. At •• 

years ego 1 t 1s said tbat 2 carloacta ot tbie ore " re haul d out and. 

truoted to il1a!lli iter t a rete or 4·.00 per ton ( bloh Is un-

beileYeable). Th1s we8 doll by Duke C. Payne ') a proJllOwr from 

Pboen1x. No r 'urns OIl tbe. hi ent avallable but Ul", tight 
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be obtained tram the amelter. 

'l'he property 1s now owned by Frank She1 'ton (Ca" ereele F.O.) 

who 11 V8D at the oa~p i th h1s brother. He ImCllw nothing 0:1" min1ng 

end was never dO~n the Bluebird shatt but say s "\hat be 'Was 1o~d tbat 

the 8)11d sulph1de ore on th 100' level was 16' Wide Sld a v.raged 

5.80 in gold end about 4;~ coppa:. She~ on owns 2 olaims in this 

goUj). Pioneer #1 aDd #2 am expects to stak lis. He also own. 

fmo\L p ospeot whloL 8 owe liOney-oomb quartz w1th galena, copper aDd 

iron stain D and m~ carry gold. 

Allison ct' "tbe Allison Steel Co. bes _de 8hel ton an ofter 

totek:. oyer tbe Jiline but SneltoD has closed no deal w1 ttl him. 

Tbe location of the mine 18 very bad end tbe oharaoter ot ore 

while very sui tabla tor direct smelting would make milling 1mpo8s1blB. 

It would thus have no value unless a very lIlrge to nage ot pay ore could 

be deYeloped and it seems to me that theN 1s 8 onanoe that tbls m.1ght 

be, done. I think: iha t 1 t should b worth wbile to unwaiter the shatt 

and make a oaretul lnvestiga tion it a reasona ble deal Gould be mac1e. 



.-.--,""1" 

RE: BLUE BIRD 
Hov. 6th, 1914. 

" You will be interested in learning the results of the 

samples whloh I took trom the Bluebird Mine In your presence •• 

These analyzed as tollows:-

# 1 Gold .18 ozs. 
Sllver .22 tt 

Copper 1.6~ 

#2 Gold .28 ozs. 
Silver .24 " 
Copper 1.84~ 

#3 Show'ed 1.36 % oopper and a oomposi te form of 

the three s~pie~ CWhO{d 5.1% Insol. and 46.4% iron. 
~: ,_ It 

As I had p~ev1ously surmised the ore Is well Buited 

to our purposes, and would make an excellent tlu:x for the sllioious 

ores ot this vioinity. Unfortunately. however, it appeared to me, 

8S a resul t of lIlY trip,. that the location of 'your property is too 

inaccessible to make it interest1ng to us at the present tIme. At 

8 later date, should you sucoeed in interesting a~pital and developing 
i~ 

the Blue Bird Mine, and to pr a means of cheap transportation 

to the railroad, I would be very glad to go into this matter with 



-.... --~ 

llLUEBIRD iUNE 

mTE BY G. il. COLVOCORESS . • 

Ootober. 1~37. 

My vlsi t t-o t h1s property in 1914 and a casusl 1n­

spectl0 at 6 DOre reO ent date made favorable Impress10ns and I tbink 

th&tthere 1s good reason to believe tnnt 6 large body or very bas1C 

gplo-copper ore mB7 be developed. 

The 100 tlon is bad but grea~ly 1 proved dur1ng reoen~ 

years by ne · road Itonstructlon. 

The ~ne W88 oombined .1th the Red Bover (note RGd 

Rover :tile) and tbeyshould be oons1dered jo1ntly. 

Some recent work at the Blue Bird 1s said to havo 

opened up a 11m1tod tonnage of ore wbleb h B h1gher SOld values 

then shown 1n tl7 samples arm 8 1'811 shipments or crude ore were reoent17 

rJade ~ 8 smelter but transportation costs proved 'too great a handicap . 

A liell planned oem.pa1gn of exploration at the Red Boyer 

and Bl.ue Bird o.oupled with 6 study o~ the metallurgioal problens might 

result in the development of a very first-claas gold-s11ver-oc;pper 

mille. 

G. M. C. 


