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AGUA FRIA PLACER 
or 

Re t t r. Pla.9" 

Yavapai Oounty, Arizona 

( Ngte by G. M. Oolvooorese6s) 

Visi ted March 9th. 1933, with Chas. Lambie and. (}eo. Reitz . 

Black Oanyon Road to turn off to Lazy Y. Ranch (owned by Geo, W, Wright) 

jus t beyond Moore s GUloh. D1sta.noe to Placer from Phoenix, about 50 

miles. W~ight owne adjoining claims and would sell or lease. 

Re"1 tz. owns 2 small claims ( unpatented ) ( 40 acres ) ot 

hioh about 20 aores is grave l on a flat on right bank of the Agua 

Fria River. Bed rock i8 Yavapai Sch1st oand gravel is compoRed of 8~ 

boulders and balanoe mostly coarse and fine sand . 

Gravel might be hydr"aullcked by using a pump and workingup 

from lower end but high percentaee of boulders and presence of some 

olay would make this expensive work as benches are not more than 15 

to 20 ' high and otten only 10.. No propert testing but only a rew 

surface pits from the best of which we took two pans and got colore 

in both, indioating tha t the gravel might run 50¢ - 1.00 per yard 

but the average would probably not exceed ~ this figure. !here is 

oonsiderable blaok~aand and all observed gold is qUite fine. Wright 

says that ~e whole flat (about 70 acres, conta in1ng perha e 400,000 

Cu. yds .) 111 run 6ast per yd.., .... outs would probably be 50~ or more 

p ;: r yard. 

Pumps might be installed in well of the old Gillette Mill 

whioh 'i8 el~.~e ~.lft 

All in all don't think this work \io\lld pay but it might 

be worth fUI"th er investigation and sampling a.s a gamblers ohance and 

on the possibility that thi s and other similar areas along the Agua 

Fria might be worked at a emall prOfit while wages and other co qts 

are low. 

Nov~mberL 1937., 

An attempt to operete this property ~as m8de in 1935 

and considerable gold as produoed. but app8rently at a lOllS since 

Vlor1\: \las dl soont inued and I am told that the equipment has since been 

removed . 



This work was probably done by 1nexperience people but the 

available yardage of ~Tavel 18 probably too small to attract anyone 

who could prov1de proper equ t pment and tecJlnlcal dlr'ectlon . 
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Mar'ch 6 , 1933. 

Memo regardin€ gold }lac e r i n dgua Fria Rive r . 

George E. Reitz, tele~hone 3- 0165, ca ll ed to pr esent a pl aoer 

property which he owns a s an unpatented mi n ing cla i m, loc ated near the 

ol d town of Gil Je tte (mou th of Moor' s Gulch) on ri£ht bank of Agua ¥ris 

River. eeched by B16 ck Canyon road and Tip Top road, distanoe ab out 

50 mi les f ro m Phoenix . 

Claims comprise 40 aores, of wh ich 20 acres cons is t of gold­

bearing glave l 15 to 20 feet thic k. 

Location i s ab ou t 500 feet f rom the river with bedrock some 

30 feet ab ove river bed . Could by operated by bydrau]ioing i f ~ pump 

and pipe line were infta lled. Sa i d to be fr ee washing ravel wi th few 

boulders . 

Reitz has tested many ~o rtlons of th i s bank by panning , and 

ola i ms no t t o have d ra wn a s irlg l e blank , but has generally 0 bt ained 

f rom 10 to 30 colors in ea ch pan , eQch CO]Ol somewhat sma ller than a 

pi n head. He estimates average va lu e st bette r than ·'1 . 00 per c ub ic 

y a rd. 

The re i 8 a l arge amou nt o f bla c k sand wh i ch ~aa not been as ­

saye~ . The bed roc k i s p robab ly s chi st and has a regular s lope dovm to 

the river . 

eitz i s willing to l eas e on basis of a 10~ royalty , and t o 

gi ve opt ion to 'pur'chase . He will dr i ve out to proper'ty at any t i me and 

tr i p and exam i nat ion shoul d easily be made in a day . 



Y yap 1 County. Arlwna 

( N8te by G. • Oolvocore ~ ) 

Visited Qh 9th , 1 33, w1th Cb 9 . Lamb1e and Geo . Reitz . 

81 ok Oanyon 0 d to tum otf to LaZY Y. RanCh (ownP.d by G o . , ~lght) 

Juot beyond oar GulCh. 'lBt nee to l?lt1Qe~ fro '! Phoenix, about eo 
mile 13 . 19h t 01'(ne adJQlnlnrr 01 m nd. ld &el1 01" loa.ee ; 

R itt. 0 me 2 am 11 claim (unpatented) ( 40 . ere ) ot 

hloh about 20 cres is t~ v1 on 11 t on rl t bank of the A a 

Frla lver. 1 Soh18't oand vel 1 compo ad ot eo" . 
boulders nee ma tly ooar e and f1ne nd . 

Grav ,1 19ht be h:ydrau110 e4 byuslnR pump d rk1n ~p 

trom lower end but h1gh pe~eent L of boulder nd pre ence of or. 

clay ould make thl. expens1v re 'lO~ mo. ethan 15 

to 20' h1gh a.nd otten only 10'" No prop rt te t1n but only tew 

urfaoe p1ta trom the bet ot whioh e took t pan n got oolor8 

in both, 1nd10 t ng that the gr. 1 1. t l'un 50t - 1 . 00 per yar 

but th averag oul probably not eXQ ed this fl re , fher~ 1 

con81dertlble bl - 8 nand 11 obaerved old 1s q 1 te fine . r1.;J t 

18 that th hole tl t ( bout 70 aOre • oont~lnln p. l'h pe 400,000 

Cu. yds . ) 111 run e6¢ per yd ' t - out would prob bly be 60¢ or more 

p r ya.r4 . 

PumPS m1 t be in t lled 1n w~11 ot the old G1 1 tte ill 

hlch 1 blt) e . by. 

All 1n all don' '" think t~l ork ould pay but it m1ght 

be orth further inVi tlg tlon and e plln s gambler oh nee nd 

on the po n1bl1 _ty that th1 and oth r lm11Ar are along the gua 

Fria might be r ed t a 

are low. 

11 profit bll 

mber. 1937. 
, , I ' I 

An ttempt to p rt thi propartya 

nd other co rts 

de in 1 . 
I 

nd Qom~lCer ble gold w s prod a d but a::ms,rentl'{ a.t rl sinoe 

or 20 d1eoont1n d an( I em told t at t equlpm n't he. 1nc b n 

r mov d. • 



'!'his work lif4 pr6bably da"le by l.noxperlenoe people but the 

ava11ble yardage of 8l~avel Is probably too small to attraot anyone 

who owld provIde proper .qu 1pJllet.~ and teohnioal direot1on. 


