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C . L EO GUYNN (leS~ -19Se) 

HOWARO A . TWITTY 

RALPH B. S I EVWRIGH T 

JOHN F. MI L.L S 

LAW OFFICES 

SIEVWR GHi 
TITLE & T~U~" BUfl.OI G 

PHOENIX a , A R IZONA TELEPHONE 

ALp INE: 3-4195 

Mr,. Dor1. M. Griff1th 
1503 Jeffer on 
ltnpan t Arizema , . 

. I .. M. 'eunebllk r h .. forwarded to us your 1 tter 
to hill clat July 31. We Dot frOID 10= letter that you 
ha a on half intereat 10 th .e mtnina laSma. Before 
di8cua.tDSthis matter with ~ mining coarpany client. 
would appreciate be~ advis" who own. the othe~ ane­
b If iDter •• t and _ether the CMl.r or owner. of th . 
other OD .. hAlf tDterelt woul. be wtlltna to nelotiate 
with re.~t to their inttre ~.. If are ab 1. to d-
vice client me .... tid til the mtntDS propel"ti.' that 
it adabt po •• ibly acquire all tntereata in these proper-
ties, bellev that they voulcl be.or di.posed to 
consider ne otlat ~ with re.pect to ~. acqui81tiOD of 
the. pr perties. 

inc ere ly your. J 

caJfIII, 'NIftY .. SDVWRlCRT 

By c;:L..Jt{ ~ 
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PROPERTY LISTED N CHATTEL MORTGAGE 
dated July 7, 1952, between BEN F. 
GRIFFITH, as Mortgagor, and CHARLES 
C. LOCKRIDGE, as Mortgagee: 

1 Deister Concentrator table; 

130 Caterpillar stationary motor 
with radiator; 

1 Hirsch Brothers classifier 
serial No. M-134-7; 

/ 1 Harding conical Ball mill No. 1054 /' 
with 4 ton ball charge and liners; 

j 1 Waukeshaw 150 HP Gas motor serial No. 
84506; 

'/ All bins and timbers used in connection 
with mill; 

Approximately 1440 feet of 2" pipe; 

v 1 Wheeling jaw crusher size 9-24, . 
crusher No. J-lO, with Allis Chalmers ~ 
Gas motor No. PU 2, 22 HP; 

Misc. pulleys and extra lines; 

1 Deming piston pump 131558; 

1 6 HP air cooled gas motor 313438; 

Also all miscellaneous equipment in cabin 
and one cabin used for living quarters; 

5 pillar block bearings; 

2 pieces of shaft (approximately 30') 
with 3 pulleys; 

V 1 jaw crusher, Frazer and Chalmers, ~ 
size 10 X 7, serial No. 471. 

PROPERTY LISTED IN CHATTEL MORTGAGE 
dated May 25, 1954, between BEN F. 
GRIFFITH, as Mortgagor, and HELEN 
CAROLINE MANSFIELD, as Mortgagee: 

J One assay shop and appurtenant equipment, 
including five sets of scales, eight 
sets of screens, furnace, dryer, molds, 
crusher, pulverizer, belting and engine; 

One heavy duty portable electric arc welder, 
mounted on rubber tires; 

One heavy duty Oxygen & Acetylene welder; 

-1-
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One 105 C. F. M. Schramm portable compressor, 
complete with Buda engine, all mounted 
on rubber tires; 

vI' Four Dunham concentrating tables, each 4 feet 
by 12 feet, complete with shafting, gears, 
pulleys, belting and engine. 

-2-
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Exhi bi t No . :3. 

CORRECTED 
McCRACKEN MOUNTAIN CLAIMS AND PROPERTY UNDER DISCUSSION. 

PATENTED CLAD,iS Book iLnd piLge recorded. 

ALTA J J 10 01' Deeds, page 155 
SENATOR 10 " " " 161 
PEABODY -// 22 " " " 353 
ATLANTA 21 " " " 20 

UNPATENTED CLAIMS: 

'/S1gniLl No. I J (Amended) 3-X " " " 30 
.IS1gno.l NO.2} 'j) 3-X " " " 31 
JSigniLl No. 3 J TT " " " ' 718 
'Signal No.8 ' . un " " " 202 
JAtlanta ExtensiJ EE " " " 468 
jAlta Extension ~ UU 258 
J Swast1ka No.1 / . LL 242 
JSwas tlka No. 2 ~ LL 2.5 
~Senator Extension UU 263 
IMcCracken Mountkin (Amended) 3-V 267 
"'Silver Lead No. 6 ~ " 3-V 266 
#S11ver LeQd No.7 i " 3-V 271 
vSi1ver LeiLd No.8 Ii 3-V 272 
'Silver Lead No.9 ' / " 3-V 272 
'Silver Lead No. 10 ' i 3-V 273 
~Silver Lead Fraction " 3-V 268 

AND 

That certain quartz mill located upon the NW i of BE i of Section 
16, T. 13 N, R. 13 W., in Mohave County, State .ot Arizona. The land 
unpon which it stands is held by me as lessee under a lease from 
the State of Arizona. 



. ... .. • 

Exhibit No.4. 
Indebtedness. 

These items are s h own with tGe underst~ nding t~ 
that this list is sQbmitted as confidenti~l matter 
anJ the creditors are not to be contacted or disturb 
ed in any way, unless necessary for t he preservation 
of the relll and personal property involved . . All pay­
meats received by me I will app ly on inuebteuness •• 
where most nee _eci to relieve hhrci.ship unti l full 
pa .yment is mw.de. 

A ,~ C have chattel mtgs on mach. t o tal 
B & C have mtgs on mines tI 

Total 

~6,500.00 
16,000.00 

<;;i22, 500 • 00 

When can show reasonable payments being made t here­
on believe can have them extended reas r nable time. 

With D E F G H I have g iven unsecured promisory 
notes to ~it~ total of about $24,000 .00. 

These amounts have been loaned to me on t oe belief c 
of my integrity and ability to repay. Which I •• ~%.: 
certainly will before I try to replace any of the 
money I have invested in the project. 
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October 20, 1957 

r. Gloyd • 11e 
n ger, lning De artment 

N tlonal ~e d Comp ny 
111 Broed y 

ew ' York 6. N. Y. 

De r Oloyd: 

Howard TWi.tty advise -me that, according to the 
A .... izona Corpor'etion Commission, etlon 1 L d 
Comp~~y h s statu tory gents Ih ricopa and 
P1m Counties and, consequently, is u 11f1ed 
to do businG 3 onl~ 1n those count! B. 

Inasmuch os the cCrack n s11ver-l ad property 
is 10e ted in ohave County and Ben F. Griffith 
reside in ohave County, National should have 
a stetuatory' agent ppointed for th t county if 
\e are to~tion the cCr eken property from 
Grif.flth. 

This is routine metter th~t ould prob bly be 
h ndlad by your' Leg 1 Departmont 01" oretary's 
offic~ • 

ith kind regards. 

Youra ~incere1y 

E • '. Penne bake r 

ENP :me 



. • G. Gregory Bryan 
Inlng Dap rtmont 

N tional L d Camp ny 
111 Broad y 
N w York 6, N. Y. 

DO r Or g: 

ctoll r 6. 1957 

I h ve yo.up 1 tt r of Octobe 3 . lth r sp ct to drs -
ine up dr ft of Dgr ement for 1 s and option on . 
Griffith's cCrack n property in ?,fohav County, Arizons . 
I h ve l1l'.G . dat to discuss t;his with "1" . } 0 ard 
T Itty on Mondny . October 7. r.! Itty 1 a p rtn r 
1n th leg 1 firm or 

• 
G~~ & T ittl 
414 Titl & at Idg. 
Pho nix, Arizona . 
hone: ALpine 3-4195 

Un1 ss I h 81' from ·you to the contr r , I. 11 Iso 
instruct .r . Twitty to lnv ti te In th ne r future 
~he tit1 or ho c1 1ms 1 volved . Th1 is nee G ry 
beoau of the complicate st of uch of th public 
land in Arizon • . 

I not tho uddltion 1 polnts P.O chan s th t you propo e . 
pft 1" discus,lon Ith J:'. -' itt'S sh 11 p .. obabl drive 
to 1ck nburg od Ign 1 to go over th e thin 81th 
.e aI's. oPh r on nd Griffith. 

r. cPhorson phone ~o y to dvia tlat 1s for rd-
lng me som ddltional pI'oduotion d it l'r1ve 
I 511 11 sen copi€:fJ to you. n fe d yo hall ubmit 

tent t1vc progr>am of ork for thiR JeGrncken pr·ojoot. 

All of -hlch msano thot I 
visiting that copp r sho 
of P t goni , 80 pl Fa 

1th b at regards, 

E P:mo 
co - r. 11 

hall probably hove to postpone 
in th C ne10 HIlls . outhe at 

x lain '-0 J ok Holland . 

Yours sincerely 

c!~.C7. 
~ . 1. P nnebaker 

• 



NATIONAL LEAD COMPANY 
MIN I NG DEPAR T MEN T 

I I I B RO A DW AY 

NEW Y ORK e, N.Y. 

OCTOBER 3, 1957 

MR. E. N. PENNEBAKER 

P. o. Box 817 
SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA 

DEAR PENNY: 

HAVE DISCUSSED WITH GLOYD, THE PROPOSED OPTION AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN NATIONAL LEAD COMPANY AND MR. BEN F. GRIFFITH, ON THE 

LATTER'S PROPERTIES IN THE MCCRACKEN DISTRICT IN MOHAVE COUNTY, 

ARIZONA. WE ARE IN AGREEMENT WITH MOST OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE 
PROPOSED CONTRACT AND GLOYD HAS ASKED ME TO WRITE AUTHORIZING YOU 
TO PROCEED TO HAVE YOUR LAWYERS IN PHOENIX DRAW UP A DRAFT OF CON­
TRACT COVERING THOSE PROVISIONS BUT INCLUDINq ALSO THE FOLLOWING 
ADDITIONAL POINTS OR CHANGES: 

I. WE WOULD NEED A GUARANTEE FROM MORTGAGE HOLDERS ON THE 
PROPERTIES AND EQUIPMENT THAT THERE WOULD BE NO FORE­
CLOSURE DURING THE LIFE OF THE OPTION. WITH YOUR KNOW­
LEDGE OF THE SITUATION AND WITH YOUR LAWYER'S lEGAL AD­
VICE, YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO WORK OUT SOME SATISFACTORY 

ARRANGEMENT ON THIS POINT. 

2. THE THREE 
27THj THE 
HillS #2, 

CLAIMS MENTIONED IN YOUR LETTER OF SEPTEMBER 
SOUTH OTSEGO, THE GALENA AND THE MCCRACKEN 
WE r EEL SHOULD BE INCLUDED. 

3. THE DEFAULT CLAUSE (GRIFfiTH'S LAST PARAGRAPH ON PAGE 2) 
SHOULD PROVIDE FOR A 30 DAY PERIOD fOR THE CORRECTION OF 
DEFAULT RATHER THAN 15 DAYS AS S T ATE D. 

IF YOU WILL HAVE YOUR LAWYERS DRAW UP THIS DRAFT IN PROPER 

LEGAL FORM AND MAIL IT TO US HERE, WE WILL GIVE IT OUR IMMEDIATE 

ATTENTION. 

ASSUME MCPHERSON WILL NOT APPEAR IN THIS AGREEMENT AT ALL, 
BUT WILL BE TAKEN CARE OF IN A SEPARATE AGREEMENT BETWEEN HIM AND 

NATIONAL LEAD COMPANY. 

AT THE SAME TIME WE WOULD APPRECIATE IT If YOU WOULD DRAW UP 
A TENTATIVE PROGRAM OF WORK AND ESTIMATED COSTS Of SAME FOR THE INI­
TIAL EXPLORATION PERIOD. THIS DATA IS NEEDED IN ORDER FOR US TO MAKE 

THE PROPER REQUEST fOR A C&R. 

WITH BEST REGARDS. 

SINCERELY YOURS, 

. ./ .~.~ 
GGB:MS G. GREGORY BRYAN 

CC: G. M. WILES 



Mr. G. • lles 
anager, Mining Department 

Rational Lead Company 
111 Broad1tay , 
Rew York 6, N. Y. 

Dear Glord: 

September 27, 1957 

Mr. Grlffith appeared at my offlce today with a tentative 
draft of a contraQ~ and the other information that we 
requested. I read 1 t OYer quickly and brietly d1soussed 
It with him. These papers are no out be1ng photostated 
80 I do not bave them before me for reference as I wr1te. 
Orl~inal and oopies are enolosed herewltb. 

In general hls draft oonforms to our oral arrangements, 
exoept that he has the fourth yearts payments coming as 
four quarterly In8tal~ents • . 
On the other hand, he has left out three claims from the 
property list. These are: 

South Otsego 
Galena 
McCracken Hilla No. 2 

These three claims are well to the south, near the Otsego 
patented claim. They would be needed if we acquired the 
Otsego. Furthermore, the Galena apparently has apex rIjBt8 
on a vein that dips Into the Otsego and might be usetul to 
us 1n forcIng a deal with the Otsego people. 

When I asked GriffIth why they were left out he replied 
that this a done so that cl'herson could lease them and 
recoup some of his past expenditures. I advised him that 
National would take care of cPheraon for services rendered 
and this seemed to please GriffIth. I did 'not press the 
matter further tOday s I felt sure that th1s oould be 
amIcably arranged with McPherson. Let me know it and how 
you wish me to prooeed with this matter. 

lth k1td regards, . . 

I Yours sincerely 

; 
BNP:mc \ 

E. N. Pennebaker 

, , 
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Mr. E . N. Pennebaker, Geologist, 
P. O. Box 817, 
Scottsdale, Arizona. 

P.O.Box 74, 

Yucca, Arizona. 

9-27-57 

Attn: N~tional Lead Co. 

Dear Sirs: 

In compliance with your request of ~ept. 23, 1957, I am enclosing. 
Exhibit No.1. Abstract of returns from shipments made by my 

leasers and me. This was raw ore. 
hxhibit No.2. Abstract of' returns from shipments of concentrates 

to sme1t ~ r by my predecessor auring 1923, ana 
part of 1921 ~nu 1924. 

Exh ibit No.3. Corrected list of mining claims and property 
involved in our discussions. 

Ex h ibit No. 4. Synopsis of my indebtedness. 

To re s~ate, t he purchase price for the property in question is 
a total of , 150,000.00. Payable as follows: 

:J;1,500.00 upon si ~ning a mutually a greeable contract. 
~ 1,500.00 within 3 months after date of contract. 

1,500.00 within 6 months after date of contract. 
3,000.00 within 9 months after date of contract. Completes Ist.yr. 

[

3,000. 00 within 1 year aft e r date of contract • 
./' 3,000.00 " 1 yr &. 3 Mo. :tKKJtKaft cr date of contract. 

3,000 .00 " 1 yr &: 6 Mo. " "" II 

3 , 0']0 . 0 0 " 1 yr &: 9 Mo. " "" " 2nd. Yr 
0'hen tw o payments of ~35,OOO.00 each during the thirli year 

Then four eual quart erly payments sha ll complete the payment of 
t .::e f '..lll p urC :.'lC:1.Se price during t h e fourth year of said contract. 

The balances due -on purchase price carry no intf;rest; The buyer 
may step out a.nd cancel t h is contract at the end of any quarterly 
c eriod of ~nd in s~ld contr~ct, provided his payments have b~en made 
i o t h e end of t he quarter he desires to exercise this right and alao 
t he buyer has given t he seller 30 days previous written notice of his 
intention to forfeit and abandon said contract, and it being under­
stood ~nu agreed t hlAt a ll puyments and all explor~tory ~nd development 
work bQyer h~s m~de up on said property under said contract shall be 
forfeite a to s~ l ler kS part of the consideration for seller entering 
into t el6 contr,,-ct with buyer ana as payment f'or the use ancifrental of' 
the property While buyer had possession. . 

When buyer h.s paid in to seller ~50,OOO.OO upon said contract 
, seller s hall pay for a nd exhibit to buyer abstr~cts and certificates 
of title s bowing all property under contract to be then free a nd clear 
of s.ll inc u'11bra nces , obligations or liens, except Lessor's ( State of 
Arizona) rights under above mentioned 40 acre millsite lease 1ssued by 
t~e st~ te of Arizona to seller, and the rights of t he United States 



page 2 

government over unpatented quartz mining claims, and the legaL rig hts 
of t h e State of Arizona over mining and milling operations. 

{

Seller at time of completing sale to buyer s~a~l ~ ive to buyer 
proper instruments of conveyance and all necessary certificates and 
abstracts of title showing all of said property to be free and clear. 

The buyer should perford all legally re q uired assess~ent work on 
~all unp~ tented mining claims before June 1st. of e~ch year of t h is 
lcontr~. ct, and record proof of said labor, u t buyer's expense. 
. All mill machinery and ot h". r equipment furnis !-',ed by seller shall 

be preserved in good order, reasonable we a r exc epted. All labor, 
materials, mac h inery and supplies furni s hed by buyer s ·;all in no way be 
t ele responsibility of seller, a n6 so posted. ~ll ~ine bnd la bor l~ws 
shall be comp lied with by buyer, and all insura~ce as leGally re~uireu 
s hall be at e x pense of buyer. a uyer s hall paT all t~xes levied a gainst 
t ne property wh ich may be due to increase in val~ation caused by the 
work and efforts of buyer. ~eller s nall PbY where no such increase is 
s h own. 

Buyer rnay remove \, it clin@days a fter def<>.ult or abando~l :rle rl t of 
I~~O s contract a ll machine r y, equlp~ent,supplies ~nG too ls placeu by buyer 
1~ c#f on sbid property, except head fra~es, ore bins, laid mine or car rails, 

.p# pipe, u nderg round timbering and fixtures as so defi~ed by law. 
t~tJll ( 5.£.-1'k1 DI:l,.er s ~al l have access to a l l working s &nu all development a nd 

AA~ exploratory records kept by buyer, b u t &11 inspect i ons shall be without 
: /' ~aJf ,'" u nreasonable inconvenience to buyer. 

v This a i!reement is and shall be construed as a continuins op tion 
d urin~ t~e life of same until the full pay~ent for t ~ e property is made 
, and is not a sale nor is it a contract for the convey ance of real 
an~ personal property, but ~ereby grants to buyer t h e exclusive ri ght 
a nd privilege to purc hase, ~nd does not vest in buyer any inte: . .' est in 
said property except to explore and develope saMe, and receive the 
y i e ld fron an y ores or concentrates sold durin.£: t h e life of this agree­
ment, FrOM whi c h yield buyer shall pay to seller lO~ of t ~e net pro-
ceeds - apr l1cable on t he pext property payment when due. Any payment 
m:... ue to seller at any time during t h e life of t h is a breerrlent shall not 
be , nor shall it or the y be construed as an exercise of' an option or 
as a conversionof said ~gree~ent into a contract of s~le until the 
tender of tht full balance of t he purchase price is m~de. ~ 

In c~se of forfeiture, default or abandonment buyer s~all have~ 
days t ~e re aft e r wit~in w' ich to remove and sell any ore, raw or concen­
tr~ ted wh ich he has re rrloved from any underground mine workings, pro­
vided he pays seller 10i'; of t r.e net proceeds t he refrom.. All ore not 
removed and sold within said 30 days aft e r def~ ult or abandonment, s~1d 
ore, re g<.:.. ruless of its condition, shall be and remain the prope ~' ty of 
seller, witho ut notic e of any kind before or aft~r to buyer. 

Def ... ult: It belng a greed t ha.t time is the essence 0 1' t !lis contract 
In t he event b u.yer s hlill defa l lt, f",,-il o r ne iS lect t o ma.ke CJ.. uy of t he 
p &y rnent s in t ,e a~1o unts or :.it t he time J'rov i ded, or in <;;l. ny m<;;l. nner 
violate t ·:'lt) t e rms, cove nb-nts o.nd c onditions a greed. u p on, lD~ seller 
ilay ter'l1ina te t h is con tr ..... c t b ;' al'f5:> day wr i t i· en noti ce to buyer, and if 
buyer fails to make g ood or cure~ch defaul t, or uny ot nt; r viola tion 
~entio ned ~nd co~plained of in said notice mentioned before the expir-
uti ·:m of said 15 days, t h en said contra ct s hall t :ie reupon become a.nd 
be nul '. c..n o void a u tomatically, and of no fur tnE: r use or eff ect, a nd 
alJ. ~oneys t heretofore paid by buyer under t h is contr~ct s hall be the 
p roperty of seller as rent for the use and occupany of sa.id premises 
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and as c onsi deration for which this agree~ent was executed. 
Any notices herein mentioned shall be given by registered mail 

ajdres s ed to buyer as follows: 
hny notices to be given to serler sfi& l l be stnt~y registered 

'r1 b. il a ddres sed to: Bt:: n F. Griffith, Apt. #8, 19l2i V/est Olympic Blvd, 
" ontebello, Californi~. or at present: P.O.Box 74, Yucca, Arizona. 

The above shall be considered ~s suggestions only, and remain 
t ,,,,,t Wb.y un til a. c :Jntr<,ct is actu~lly agreed upon and signed by both 
pi:1.rties. 

Maybe some sU ;Gested ite~s s hould not be in it at all, and some 
s (l ) uld be in t ,~ <..;.t I overlooked entirely. Also I am not Si..U'e that I 
quoted all t ne pc..y'1l E- nts t o be ma.de as was stated. Anywa.y, I know you 
;. r ei'er y.lur s i ue viri tes t he contr~c t, Wf1 ich is agree~bl e with me. 

nt ~ny rate t he above is something to shoot at. I will look 
f orw~rd t o receiving t he one you write. 

After my visit with both of y~u gentlemen, I am fully convinced 
we can work together happily, fairly and pr6fitably. 

~it h kindest regards to b ot h of you, 

Sincere l y yours 

Ben F. Griffith 



-.... ~ .. -- .... -- ...... -- ..... 

Contereno held .on September 23, 1957, at Signal, Arizona. 

Those present were: 

Ben F. Griffith 
P. O. Box 74, Yucca, Arlzona 

J 8S L. MoPherson 
P. O. Box 364, 1ckenburg, Ar1zona 

Glord 14. l1es 

E. N. Pennebaker 

4 P tented m11i1ng ola1Dl8 
19 unpatented m1ning claims 
One 40-acre millstte, leased from the 

State of Ar1zona, along with any 
.at r r1ghts that mar go wlth this 

round. (Th1s item we dld not disouss.) 
/ 0;1) ~. 

The total pr10e ----- 150,000.00 

ot eament: 

F1rst :Year: 

$1,500.00 paid in advance tor first :5 months 

1,500.00 paid in advanoe tor second 3 months 

1,600.00 paid in advanoe tor third 3 months 

3,000.00 paid in advanoe tor fourth :5 months 



- 2 - • Second Year: 

03,000.00 paid in advance tor first 3 months 

$3,000.00 paid in advance for second 3 months ' 
.fI3, OC)tJ"()Q " " II 'I Ilf/~d '0 'I 

$3,000.00 paid in advanoe for fourth 3 months 

'nlird Year: 

17,500.00 paid at end ot tirst 6 months (~~~aG~~~) 

17,500.00 pa1d at end of second 6 months, 1) 

Fourth Year: 

$95,500,00 paid at end of fourth year. 

----~--------~-----

ores shipped -- 10% of net smelter returns. 

---.-----------.---
The Otsego claim (patented), owned by triends 
who will initiate negotiations with them: 

Ha~;"" tI",,­

'letal e1't .... t price to b. ottered 

period, 
To be paid from royalties at 19% 

or: 

$25,000.00 w1ll be pa1d at end of tourth year, royalt1es 
already pa1d to be deducted. 

Griffith's indebtedness on the property amounts to about 50,000.00. 
Some of the items mak1ng up th1s sum are in the form of mortgages, 
duly recorded; others are 1n the form of personal loans. 

Approximately the first 50,000.00 received by Griffith will go 
to retire these loans. 

~----------------
Arrangement with McPherson as remuneration for services rendered: 

At end ot first 6 months he is to be paid .5,000.00 

At end ot second 6 months, he 1s to be paid another 
5,000.00, or: 

He will be given a 1% oarried interest in lieu of the 
$10,000 (1). 
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Mr. Gloyd M. lIe 
Manager, M1ning Department 
National Lead Company 
ll~ Broadway 
New York 6, N. Y. 

Dear Gloyd: 

On August 8, 1957, I made 

August 13, 1957 

v ry briet inspection ot 

the McCracken ~ne area in southern Mohave County, Arizona, 

with Mr. James L. McPherson. Contact with Mr. McPherson 

liad been made at the suggestion ot Mr. Brower Dellinger, 

who had been advised by McPherson that th McCracken was a 

lead-bearing rea of oonsiderable promise. 

in agreement, and it is here proposed that 

ith this I am 

Lead 

Company make a detailed examination of this ground. 

The district called McCracken goes under a variety of 

names: Owens, McCracken, Signal arid Cedar Valley.. It 18 

situated about be reached 

by road from the north v1a Kingman and Yucca (on the A.T. & 

S.F. Railroad) or by road from the south via Wickenburg and 

Congress ~unction (on a southern branch of the A.T. & S.F. 

Railroad), crosslng the Bl1l ll1iams River at Brown's Cros ins. 

The area is a mountain mass about 2 miles long that reaches an 

elevation of about 3400 feet, some 1500 feet above the urround-

ing rolllng desert. 
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MOOraok n Mountain appears to be largely made up of 

-
a granitio ~ei88, in many places well-~oliated. It i8 

reported that there are later 1ntrusives of basic diorite, 

to the mineralIzation, but I did not see 

mountain in a generally northerly 

robust veIns. One group of 

the other northwesterly; and 

I inspeoted 

importance. 

The more tmpresslve veins vary from 3 to 20 feet 

local~y up to 40 reet. Their lengths are substantial, 

ranging up to 6,000 feet tram south to north. 

there 

The vein filling is prinoipally quartz with associated 

calcite, dolomite (1), barite, tluoriteJ galena, 

bearing mineral, possibly proustite. Zinc is present 1n only 

very minor quantities and barite i8 localized here and there 

as scattered lenses, apparently being laoking in some veins. 

The veins are pronouncedly banded, otten in a contorted pattern, 

with drusy structure and occasionally amethYstine quartz. T.he 

mineral deposition p ears to be epi-thermal in type. Lead 

mineral1zatIon was observed &s res1dual lenses of rich galena 

tram depths or 250 teet up to within one or two teet ot the 

surface and as lower grade and more widely distributed anglesite 

and cerussite in the lower grade body ot the veins. 
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1ri the form of tunnels, 

time 

1s at the north end ot the 

a shaft a t the end of 

be about 600 feet deep wIth levels 

The depth of oxidatIon 18 Unknown but pparently qUite 

ap. 

250 blow th lr outcrops; here most of the vein was 

oxidized,' although a few lenses of rich alena were also In 

ble to get into nne , 250 level 

haft mentioned above and report 

He ha not entered th 

althougn he says that this can be done; however 

of the ladderway and the air may be hazardous. 

Only fragmenta of the h1story of the McCracken property: 

as disoovered in the 

d that from one 

million dollars of rich slIver ores produc d trom shli 1 low 
, . 

eleVations and subjected to pan amal Ev1dently the 

property lias dormant £rom then until the 

when work was revived, and apparently at th1s time the d 

working on the north wer put down and a modest tonnage 

lead ore, mostly oxidized, was concentrated. pparently 

failed due to troubles with water 

property, was closed down. 

Ac lvities were resumed during orld ar II when it 1s 

reported that Oalifornia Spray-Chemical CorporatIon (a subsI­

Standard Oil Company ot Ca11torni 
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lead for insecticides. 'lhe tory 1s that this company's 

curtailed due to the ar and that it 

undertOOk to reopen and exam1J:ie the deeper orkings on the 

north. then, it 1s said, the company was again able to obtain 

neoessary lead supplies on the open market and abandoned its 

interest in the cOracken district. 

ot hand-sorted siliceous lead ores. 

early-mined bonanza silver 

haraas lead ore now 

contains roughly 1 ounce of silver to each per 

cent of 

present th re is no reliable sampling record upon whioh . 

to base an appraisal ot the district. The veins 

the tunnels hieh I inspect that would 

I took no 

samples because the tew that I could have tak n on such a brier 

inspection would hav had very little significance. r. McPherson 

has taken dump samples here and there that 

indications. From a waste dump on the est he has obtained 

about 5 ounces silver and 5% lad, th1 1nd1catin~ the m tal 

content ot low-grade oxidized v 1n material cut. Samples from 

dumps on the north indicate to h~ that the ore milled went 

bout 20, lead and that low-grade sections went bout 10% lead 

and 10 ounce of silver. All of this is only indicative, but 

my tmpr.e sion was that a reasonable tar et would be the develop­

ment of a 1 rg tonnag of ore that would run between 5 and 10% 

lead plus 5 to 10 ounces of silver per ton. 
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cPherson has an optlon to purchase 15 minlng clalms 

, " 

There ara other le s 

the south on hlch he has 

ot the 15 mining claims, four are reported to 

on says his purcha e oontract calls tor 

100,000 due 1n ten years. He advises that 

d the down-payment and now has it modified 

payments which he is currently COVering 

owned by a r. 

ho resides at Signal, a small settlement 

The story is that Griffith 

attorn y for California Spray-Chendoal and that he requested 

property 1n lieu ot his fee when that company abandOn d 

lnterest" in the dlatric t. 

g lena. 



- 6 - '. 
good ot the MoCraoken dlstriot are as 

~e vein system consists of numerous members 
and is Beveral thousand feet In len the Ind1vi­
dual veins range trom 3 to 20 feet in thickness, 
and exceptionally up to 40 teet, and are persistent 

. on strike. 

2. Cropp~s eXhibIt cellular qu rtz, lightly Iron­
stained, from which sulfIdes appear to have been 
leached. Shallow dlggings dlaplay lenses of 

lena, verifying the op1nlon that the vein was 
sulfIde-bearing prIor to oxidatIon. 

3. Oxidation 1s deep and explor t10n was generally 
shallow ith respect to the oxidized zone. Only 
on th far north might the unoxidized zone have 
been cut. Apparently this was not aooomplished, 
but e have no good evldence on this polnt, and 
this small port10n of the zone on 1ts northern 
extremIty m1ght not necessarily be Charaoteristic 
of the ntlre zone. 

4. The type ot ~erallzation Is suCh that base metals 
might be expeoted to beoome more abundant at con­
siderable d pth. 

5. Past production, assays of dumps, and the gener 1 
appearance ot the ve1ns make 1t appear that they. 
may contain substant1al amounts ot oommeroial ore 
at greater depth. 

The hazardous points ot the dlstriot are as tollows: 

1. It may turn out that the commero1ally worthwh1le 
sect10ns of the veIns are scatt red lenses that 
would add up to only a small tonnage. 

2. Because of the depth of ox1dat1on there may be 
cons1derabi tonnages ot oxidized and mixed lead 
ores of low to moderate grade to concentrate. 

After welghing these various points 1t 1s my reoommenda­

tion that "the McCracken district be given a thorough exam1nat10n, 

provided that a su1table deal oan be made w1th Mr. MoPherson. 
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This wl11 reQ.uire the service s of several men tor two or 

three months and would involve the following orks 

1. Prepare a geologie and topographlc map by 
plane table ~thod • 

2. Locate, survey and methodic 11y sample all 
vein exposures in underground workin 8. 

3. Reopen, if necessary, tb deep level from the 
shaft on the north and survey and sample the 
vein exposed. Presumably there woUld be little 
difficulty in getting into this level. 

4. It the results of the above program are favorable, 
s a second step undertake the Investlc tion of 

selected veins by diamond drilling. 

Mr. McPherson ha not yet indicated just 

deal ~ he lving Nat10nal 

Lefid Co pany an initial period of free time in which to make 

an examination. He is now t~ing to obtain Underground maps 

ot ¢ertaln of the orkings and I xpect to meet him again soon 

to inspect them. At that ttme I shall try to determine just 

what sort or a deal he wants. 

ith kind r ards, 

Yours inc rely 

c':llV 
E. • Pennebaker 

ENP:mc 
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