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• 

Mr. Paul C. Hen haw 
Vice President, Exploration 
Homestake Mining Company 
100 Bash Street 
San Francisco 4, California 

ar Paul: 

• 
January 31. 1963 

Re: Virginia City ining Co. Claims 
Maricopa County, Arizona 

On January JOt 1963t I made a brief inspection of part of 
the unpatented mining claims controlled by Virginia City 
Mining Company. This ground was brought to my attention by 
Howard Twitty. the attorn y whom you met in Scott dale. Mr. 
Twitty was an old friend of tne" late "R.ip" Borden, well-known 
tax attorney and god-father of "Economics of the Mineral 
Industries" published by AI ME. Borden and several of hi 
friends, including Jim Bradley of San Francisco. control thi 
property. My inspection was made as a matter of court sy 
to these people as w 11 as to look over a r gion that has 
been given considerable attention in th past few years. 

I negl cted to discus this examination when we met in Reno 
last week, but I did mention it to Breck Parker. 

The area of pres nt interest lies in Sections 21 and 22, T7N. 
R3W, Gila and Salt River Bas. and Meridian. It i8 about 6 miles 
NNE of Morristown, a mile south of the Yavapai County Line. 
The mineral holdings cover about 15 sections and ar mostly ' 
placer claims. Five lode claims control copper showings. 
About 15 miles farther north (in Yavapai County) a large group 
of lode claims is in a pegmatite area. \ 

The region 1s one of schist intruded by Precambrian granite ' nd 
cut by numerous pegmatite dikes. Parts of it are COy red bi' "­
Cr taceous andesite, and the granite is intruded by sills and ' 
dikes of a dark, andesitic-appearing rock. To the south the " I 
region is masked by sand and gravel , tongues of which extend 
up th present gulches. 

The mineral showings are of four kinds , as follows. 
>-: 

1. COPRer. Small showings of oxidized copper ineuls 'f" 
occur in Section 21. These are localized where the granite 1. ~ \ 
cut by an inclined sill of andelite, and they make modest \ 1\ 
showing wh r expo ed on a dip- slope. Although a few small hand-

\ 



• • Mr. Paul C. Henshaw - 2 - January 31 , 1963 

sort d shipments have been mad • the area is small and of 
littl economic i~rtance. The host rock presents none of 
the characteristics of the porphyry copper type. 

2. flaG.r Gold. The gravels to the south carry small and 
variable amounts of placer gold. Various large seal att mpts 
to ~rk them by dry placer methods hav been unsuccessful to 
date, and the c rcity of water precludes their testing by 
the usual means. I believe that you looked over similar 
ground nearby on the south a few years ago. My general im­
pression was not favorabl • 

3. Qold in §cbist . Gold occurs in narrow quartz veina 
cutting th Ichist. but these d posits are of little or no 
economic importance. Gold is also alleged to occur in the 
upper few inches of schist expo ed on the erosion surface. 
Thi is suppos dly re-distributed placer gold trapped by "natural 
riffles" formed by the ste ply inclined schistose layers. A 
few dollars in value is said to be widespread but confin d to 
a very f w inches below the outcrop urface. These area are 
laced by hard pegmatite dikes, and the comm rCial recovery of 
this gold is not promising. 

4. The pegmatite area on the north was not visited because 
of th known erratic distribution of th better howings in 
thi region. The p gmatltel here are said to contain some 
eux nite. 

My conclusion is that the ;1 ims of th Virginia City Mining 
Company are of dubious worth. 

'iours very truly 

E. N. Pennebaker 
ENP$mc 
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