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RECONSTRUCTION FINANCE CORPORATION
NINING SECTION
LIQUIDATION REPORT
FHHEEIHNHAHAERRNE

Borrowers: Bert l.: Torbis
Docket Wos 1-8694
bate of Report: Jammary 2L, 1947
ls NAME ARD AIDRESS OF APPLICANT:
Bert L. Forbis
52}, West Oregon Averme
Phoenix, Arizona
2o LOCATION OF PROJECT:

In Sections hlﬂl?, Te 7 Ses Re 32 Eey Cleer Lake Mining Dhm’
Greenlee County, Arizona, 17 miles from Duncan, Arizona.

3. AMOURT OF LOAN AND DATE OF AUTHORIZATION:
A loan of $2000,00 was approved September, 19L46.
L. PURPOSES FOR WHICH LOAN WAS EXPENDED:

Loan was expended to umnwater applicant's fluorspar mine to permit an
exanination of the underground workings,

5. EQUIIMENT:
No equipment was purchased with loan funds. That used was rented.
6. PROPERTY: :

Applicmththmrotﬁnm«nhdl@dﬁngchm¢
7o COMMENTS:

Applicant's original request for a loan of $5000,00 was declined November 8,
19LL. mw,mm-%mmmm.mwmmhm.
The first withdrawal was for $1000.,00, and with that amount the applicant
umwatered the mine and prepared it for examination. The examination re-
vealed a small ore body narrowing with depth and a further loan for de-
velopment was declineds On January 23, 1947, applicant surrendered the
balance of the loan - $1000,00 - which was sent to the Pederzl Reserve
Bank as credit against the indebtedness of the Borrower.

. 8s CONCLUSIONS:

The proposed project failed to reveal any material quantity of ore, and
it is believed that the property has no value at this time. Consequently,
the remaining part of the loan should be considered a loss. A

Te

CAR: gmk /




325 Heard Building

TULLY - Acting Chief - Mining Section, RFC - Washington 25, DC

Re: Bert L. Forbis - Docket No. ND-869k

Enclosed please find Report of Supervising Engineer, in duplicate,
covering the above captioned project, together with duplicate copy
of applications

CHARIES A. RASOR
Supervising Engineer
CAR: gak

Enc:
2¢c - Re of Sup. Engre
w/supporting data
lc -~ Application
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RECONSTRUCT{ON FINANCE CORPORATION
MINING DIVISION
REPORT OF SUPERVISING ENGINEER

Docket No: ND-869k
Date Authorization for

Examination Received: October 18, 1946
Date of Examinations October 22, 1946
Date of Report: - October 31, 1946

PREFACE

Applicant's original request for a loan of $5000.00 was declined on
November 8, 194l. Through the intervening years the applicant has
been- writing letters requesting reconsideration based on a number of
factors, some of which were not pertinent to the property.

During September, 1946, applicant was granted a preliminary development

loan of $2000,00 to unwater the mine and make it accessiblie for examina-
tion. Applicant spent $1000.00, rented some pumping and hoisting equip-
ment and unwalered the mine. This report considers applicant's request

for additional money to develop the fluorspar showing.

NAME ARD ADDRESS OF APPLICANT:

\ :
Bert L. Forbis
52l; West Oregon Avenue
Phoenix, Arizona

: Correspondent:

Same
CHARACTER OF PROJECT:

To sink 100-foot shaft, drift 150 feet and purchase equipment to develop
a fluorspar property.

LOCATION OF MINE:

In Sections ) and 9’ Te 7 Sey Re 32 Eey G&SRM, Twin Peaks ¥Mining Diutl'ict,
Greenlee County, Arizona, about 17 miles from Duncan, Arizona, the nearest
railroad shipping point. Ten miles of the road is paved. The other seven
miles have recently been graded by the county and are passable except
during heavy rain storms.

APPLICANT:

Applicant is an accountant by profession, and before he went into the
mining business in 1937, had charge of C.C.C. camps in New Mexico and
later near Duncan, Arizona. During the time he was around Duncan,
Arizona, he became interested in fluorspar and obtained the mine now
vader investigation. He operated the mine and shipped approximately
5500 tons of metallurgical fluorspar up to June, 1941. At that time
he was called into the army and the mine was closed down. The appli-

cant appears to be capable of handling the propoud project.
LOAN REQUESTED:




Bert L. Forbis Report of Sup. Engineer
Docket No. ND-8694 October 31, 1946

6, DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT:

Ae. General Peatures:

l. There are no mine workings, mill or other necessary appurtenances
which are not confined within applicant's ownership.

2. Project would comply with State Cmpanution and Snfcty—?iﬂt
statutes.

3« There are no legal discrepancies which are not covered in
Engineering reporte.

L. Right-of-way facilities for all operations are unimpeded.

S No likelihood of surface or sub-surface trespass during pro-
Ject.

Be [Existing Development:
9 Shaft Mine:

. Kaps:

A tape and compass survey was made of the surface and
underground workings. There are three shafts on the
property. Two shafts are at each end of the surface
showing of the vein, and a shaft néear"the middle. There
is a level at the 125-foot depth measured down the HNorth
shaft and which extends to the Middle shaft. The drift
axtouh beyond, probably to the South shaft, but there
is no comnection. Below the 125-foot level the North
shaft extends Ll feet. A short drift extends south
about 12 feet. The Middle shaft extends below the 125-
foot level 35 feet to a level that runs north 112 feet.
(See map.,) The vein has been stoped out Lo the surface.

be Salplingz

There is no ore exposed except in the floor of the lowest
drift, and it is poorly exposed. From the few cuts in
the floor, the vein varies in thickness from 36 inches

to B inches. A sample of this ore was taken for analysis.
It assays as follows:

Glfz 98012’
63003 10&8’
8510, 107

This is acid grade spar and will command the highest price
in the market. However, in mining this grade could not
be expected as wagste would enter to some extent. Never-
theless, the applicant did expect to sort out the lumps
and ship them for acid grade spar.

¢. Condition and accessibility of mine workings:

A1l the mine workings were accessible except the South
shaft and the stopes. Water rises to the 125-foot level.



Bert L. Forbis ' Report of Sup. Engineer
Docket No. ND-869) October 31, 1946

de. General features of deposits, ore distribution, etc.:

‘ The property consists of five mining claims situated
about 17 miles northeasterly from Duncan, Arizona, among
some low foothills,- One claim covers the Polly Ann vein
upon which most of the work has been done.

The vein is exposed for about 350 feet where it crosses
a shallow gulch, and varies in strike from N 50° W to

N 10° w. Along the ridges the vein is covered with Gila
conglomerate and cannot be followed. In dip the vein
varies from 85° to 75° to the southwest.

The rocks which enclose the vein are voleanics; mainly
andesites and volcanic tuffs. Mineralogy is simple.
The most important being fluorite that varies in color =
from clear to light bottle green. Some calcite is present,
along with minor quartz. There are no sulfides. Close

to the water level there has been deposited on the fluorite
some secondary manganese oxide which is believed to be
psilomelane.

Structural control of the ore deposit appears to be merely
filling of a fault fissure that has cut across the vol-
canics, : :

A study of the longitudinal section of the vein indicates
a wedging out of the fluorite at depth. The applicant
does not agree to this theory, for he thinks that by drive
ing north on the vein structure it will open up into ore
againe I do not believe that it will, and it appears
from the placing of the North shaft that some one else
did not either. The North shaft dips down the rake of
the oreyand when the north face of the 125-foot level is
examined the fissure is about one inch thick and contains
no fluorite. The fluorite mineralization faded out about
twelve feet back from the face. ' ‘

An examination could not be made of the South shaft, but
it is doubtful that any stoping occurred like the appli-
cant stated. From the Middle shaft a drift extends to

a place near the projection of where the South should be.
The entire distance of more than 100 feet did not reveal
a trace of fluorite., The fissure is there, and the ande~
site is broken up by brecciation, but no ore. Applicant
claimed the drift was off the veln, but that is not a
plausible idea, for the drift starts away from the Middle
shaft on the vein, but without mineralization, and con-
tinues the whole distance on the vein. Near the end of
the drift the applicant raised and found fluorite about 50
feet up. : :

In the bottom of the North shaft a short drift extends

south about 12 feet, where it broke into a cavernous con-
dition. Applicant had a hose attached to a 20-foot section
of pipe down this cave and in this way was unwatering the
mine., There was no vein present. A little fluorite oc=
curred on the walls, like quartz crystals in a vug. Ap-
plicant was a little distressed at my pounding around looke -
ing for the vein, and finally stated:

-y



Bert L. Forbis

Report of Supe. Engineer

Docket No. ND=-8694 | October 31, 1946

d. General features of deposits, ore distribution, ete.: contd,
"It don't look worth a damn, but there is ore right by."

Both he and his assistant stated that such a condition in
other parts of the mine was conducive to ore in the near
mmt’.

Down the Middle shaft to the lowest level there was no
ore showing on the south side of the shaft, The showing
was merely a repetition of what was seen south on the 125-

To the north from the bottom of the shafti a drift extended

112 feet and was connected to the short drift from the

North shaft by a small air hole in the floore. From what

could be seen, there is an ore shoot in the floor about

&mfutlmgthatm:inthmfrmBmhuto
inches, 3

Cne of the things about the vein which should be taken
into consideration is that ore was not continuous through-
out the stoped area. Although there were some places
where it could be observed that the vein was mined 7 feet
across, there are any number of places in the stoped area
where the vein pinched out and blocks of waste remain in
the stoped area which cannotbeuppodhccam of inacces~
libiliw.

- From the available data it would appear that the vein
‘matier will disappear within a short depth below the
lowest workings.

Ce Profmd Development:

1.

2.

3e

Recommended plan of development:

Applicant proposes to sink 100 feet below the present botiom
ammmmmmﬁemtummnm

Recommendations concerning applicant 's mining method:

None

Expected capacity of operation:

@, Mining - Applicant thinks he can mine 15 tons per day.

be Drift development - Applicant says he can make 6 feet
per dayy one shift.

¢« Shaft sinking - Applicant says he can make l; feet per
dayy two shifts. ©Shaft is inclined at various angles -
corresponding to dip of the wein.

de local wage scales - Wage scales are $1.00 per hour ex-
cept foremgn who will receive $1.25 per hour.



Bert L. Forbis Report of Sup. Engineer
Docket No. ND-869L euwm 31, 19L6

Be - Iaeiimeni
1, Workable equipment:

There is mot one piece of egquipment on the property. Applicant
sold all his equipnent between September, 19LkL, and now.

2. IHre equipment recommended for purchase under project:

30 K& Diesel Cenerator $2000.00
Gasoline Hoist 500.00
Compressor ~ 1200,00
Sinking pump ‘500,00
Jack hammer : 325.00
2 sets air & water hose ‘ 100,00
- Pipe and miscellaneous supplies 200.00

$5125.00

3+ Condition of buildings:

There is one small building at the nerthsha.ﬂrhinhhomsm
rented hoist.

e Recommended camp or other construction:

None. ¥iners all live in Duncan, Arizomay, and will drive.
Applicant expects to build a change house. :

E. Cost Estimations:
l. Warped vein deposit:

a. lining - $10.00 per ton

be Drifting «~ $15.00 per foot

¢s Shaft sinking - $35.00 to $40.00 per foot {Applicant's
figures.

de Milling -~ No milling costs, ore shipped crude to consumer.

€ Hnnng-tl.SOpormmtom,kisom.

fo Preight - Ore shipped F.0.B. Duncan.

ge Timber « $60.00 per 1000 at mine.

he Overhead = Sl.m

i. Total Costs per ton - *12:.50'

Fe Ore Reserves:

l. |Hine has no ore reserves developed.

2. [Examination of mine after unwatering the lower level indicates
that the maximum length on the lowest level is not over 100
feet long, and on projecting it with depth would materially
decrease. Applicant claims that it will increase as the pre-
sent cavernous condition existing at the bottom of the North
shaft is an indication that the ore will come in at greater
width soon.

Assuming that the ore goes 100 feet more in depth and averages
1.5 feet width, the following amount of ore would be developed:

100 ft. (length) x 100 ft. (depth) x 1.5 = 31500 tons
10 (eubic feet per ton) :

s



Bert L. Forbie Fo mrt of Supe Engineer

Docket No. ND-869L October 31, 1946

Te

8.

9o

10,

.20 Contde

Applicant claims he can get between $22.00 and $28.00 per ton
F.0.B, Duncan for his fluorspar.

Assume the applicent gets $22.00 per ton

Costs:

Hauling 1.50

Overhead 1.00 ' :
$12.50 : 12.50

Thus, the returns from the ore might repay the loane
EXPLOYMENT:
Ae During the time the mine was being unwatered the applicant employed

two men.

Be Applicant expects to employ six men under the proposed project.

C. Applicant proposes to work two shifts in sinking the shaft, but
only one shift in mining.

OBJECTIONS TO PROJECT:
Ao ‘“o
Be General remarks on advisability of project:

It 1s doubtful that a sufficient quantity of flsorspar will be
developed.

TIME SCHEDULE:

A. It will take about 90 days to"?ccmpl:ete’prcjecto
Bs length of operating uucn - 12 months.
ESTIMATED COST OF PROJECT:

A.. Total Development:

Shaft sinking : shogu.oo
Drifting 2250,00
$5250.00

Be Purchase of Equipment 5125.00
De Repayment of Preliminary Loan 2000.00
Total $ 13500.00

COMMENTS OF SUPERVISING ENGINEER:

Applicant's mining experience has been limited to the mine under investi-
gation, and from the time he took over in 1937 to June, 1941, worked the
mine for a living. During that period he mined approximately 5500 tons
of fluorspar that assayed better than 85% CaFp.. :

-b -



Bert L. Forbis Report of Sup. Engineer
Docket No. ND-869L 7 October 31, 19k6

1l.

COMMENTS OF SUPERVISING ENGINEER: Contd.

Applicant's original request for a loan of $5000,00 was declined in Novem=
bery 194Li. Since then he has been persistent in his efforts to have the
mine examined, and was successful in September, 1946, in obtaining a
$2000.00 loan to have the mine unwatered.

The bottom level shows ore varying in thickness from 8 inches to 36 inches
over a drift length of 100 feet. The ore assays 98% 081'2, and can be ex-
pected to maintain a grade of 85¢ or better.

It has been estimated that should the ore extend the proposed depth of 100
feet, approximately 1500 tons of ore could be expected, and a profit be-
tween $9.50 and $13.50 depending on whether the price of spar was §22.00
or $26.,00 per ton F.0.B. Duncane

There are two obstacles for a favorsble recommendation: first, the apparent
wedging out of the ore and expected quantity of ore at depth; and second,
the initial cost of equipping the mine, plus applicant's estimated cost of
sinking the invline shaft 100 feet.

The outline of the present stope would indicate that the ore would pinch
out before the 100-foot depth is reached,

Equipment which the applicant proposes to buy probably will cost more than
listed, but he claims he can get most of it from W.A.A. at one-half of the
original costs. I discussed with the applicant the advisability of rente
ing the equipment, but he was not keen about the idea.

If the applicant had not sold off all his equipment, a loan of $5000.00
to $6000.00 might be justified. The mine is the most extensive in the
district, and gertainly more worthy than the prospects examined under
Dockets ED-82hly and WD-5743. However, it is believed that the mine is
practically bottomed and not worthy of serious recommendation of a loan.

Applicant isg a little bit on the "ery boy" side - "give me a loan or put
me on the payroll", and in all probability will not take the decline

graciously.
CHARLES A, RASOR
Supervising Engineer
CAR sgmk
Attachments:

Assay Certificate

lap



_LAB FORM 1A

ARIZONA TESTING LABORATORIES

ANALYTICAL AND CONSULTING CHEMISTS
ASSAYERS, MINING ENGINEERS

PHONE 3-6272 823 EAST VAN BUREN STREET P. 0. BOX 1888
CERTIFICATE OF ANALYSIS
Phoenix, Ariz.,..... Oeteb"“ ....... . 1949
61947 ‘ :
i sl et
Sample oflesmr ............... Received..........c.......... o B
From. '™+ Ce Ao Rasor, Supervising Mngineer, RPC
[] 3
Marked.. Sert Porbis A i homh

We have employed official methods in the examination of the above sample, and find the
results as follows:

Galelam Flnoridn(*&'a?g) 98 .18%
Calelum Carbonate{Cally) 1.48%
33.1138(3103) 0 o40%
Respectfully submii;t,gd, : Ll _
ARIZONA?QSTING(LXBO ORIES,
By Lz o] )= ] .'.T.f.‘f..”.?.f.’.’j_“_“f'




Mine

District

Subject:

w ) \T‘T"‘
DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES Vi
STATE OF ARIZONA 5
FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT “
7
POLLYANN CaFy Date October 7, 1944
Clear Leke Engineer  Barl F. Hastings
R.F.Ce “1n9 Loan
Docket No., Phx C-284
Date Application Received Qctober 5, 1944
Dete of Field Examination (N. Wolcott) October 19, 1939
(A. Macfarlane) September 26, 1944
Date of Report Octobﬁf 7, 1944

1.

2

3

be

5e

be

Te

Name and address of applicant (correspondent):
Bert L. Forbis, 524 Wast Oregon Avenue, Phoenix, Arizonsa.

Character of project and estimated cost thereof:
‘CaFp. Rehabilitate 170 foot main shaft and prepare for sinking and stoping.
$5,000,00.

Location of property:
Clear Lake or Steeple Rock Mining District, near Duncan, Greenlee County,
Arizona.

Applicant's interest in or ownership of property:
Applicant is owner of seven years standing by location.

Loan reguested:
$5,000.00,

Loan recommended:
$5,000.00,

Comments:
(A) Added to the docket ave:
1. Report by Newton Wolcott, Field Engineer, Department of Mineral
Resources, dated October 19, 1939.
2. Report and sketeh by A. Macfarlune, Field Engineer, Department of
Mineral Resources, dated September 26, 1944.

(B) The Mecfarlane report indicates a probable 4,500 tons of $20 plus
material to be gained at a minimum of time and expense; a yield of

$90,0004

While the applicant's estimate of $7.50 per ton production cost may

be low in that there will be & considerable development and preparation
charge against limited production for a period following expenditure
of loan fund, there still appears to be an ample margin of profit to
make the enterprise financially feasible.

(C) The applicant is an experienced mining man and has operated this
particular property in the past. It is considered that he is capable
of intelligent disbursement of loan funds,



POLLY ANN -Fe Qectober 7, 1944

(D) Major equipment items are owmed by the applicant, a fact greatly
expediting early operations.

(B) The future of fluorspar, both immediste and post war, appears to
favor the continual operation of mines able to meet metallurgical
grade requirements,

(F) while development is not extended beyond areas previously peartislly,
if not wholly, stoped, conditiouns for & northerly extension on the
strike and a downward continuation are favorable to additional
quantities of marketabls material,

{G) All eircumstances appear favorable to self-liquidation of this loan
and 1% san be rceammonda@ witbout reservation.

ARTZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINZRAL RESOURCES

Barl ¥, Hastings, Projects Engineer
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