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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES AZMILS DATA 

PRIMARY NAME: WHY NOT GOLD GROUP 

ALTERNATE NAMES: 
CIPPER 

LA PAZ COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 91 

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 5 N RANGE 11 W SECTION 30 QUARTER NE 
LATITUDE: N 33DEG 44MIN 53SEC LONGITUDE: W 113DEG 26MIN 25SEC 
TOPO MAP NAME: LONE MOUNTAIN - 15 MIN 

CURRENT STATUS: PAST PRODUCER 

COMMODITY: 
GOLD LODE 
SILVER 
COPPER 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
KEITH. S.B .. 1978. AZBM BULL. 192. P. 154 
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OWNERS 

c. W. HOEFER (LESSOR) 
Salome, Arizona 

MINE 

WHY NOT GOLD & CLIPPER 



In a conversation with Joe Behumin, on Socorro Reef, he 
property operated in the early 30's as the Why Not Mine 
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STATE OF ARIZONA 

DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES 

VERBAL INFORMATION SUMMARY 

Information from: George Campbell, Jr. 
Mine: Socorro (f) and Why Not Gold Group (f) 
County: La Paz 
Location: T5N, R12W, Sec. 25 and T5N, RI1W, Sec. 30 

The old Why Not group is now located as the "Henry Bell". 
The property produced 370 tons grading 3.3 oz/ton gold and minor 
base metals during the period 1932-1937.George campbell Sr. was 
the foreman during this time period. After which he staked 17 
claims as the Henry Bells. 

The property was then dormant until the late 60's. In 1969 
the property was leased to Thomas King for its tungsten 
potential. This included the Treasure Hill Group in SEctions 17 
and 20. The lease was then transferred to Damson oil for 4 to 9 
months. In 1971 the Campbells staked the Iron Door Group for 
gold and tungsten potential. They next staked the Reef Group but 
did not validate all the claims and so are left with 33 claims 
that have numbers out of sequence. In 1973 B & B mining Company 
optioned the property. George Ryberg, geologist mapped and chip 
sampled the claims. A decision was made that the property was 
not economic and so it was dropped. 

, Next Jordan Industries represented by Joe Behunin optioned 
the property in May 1975 and put a crew and D- 7 to work on the 
gold and tungsten portions of the property. A gravity mill was 
put into production in 1977 on the Reef Group near the Socorro 
Shaft. The mill ran for 30 days but there is no record of the 
production. Both the concentrates produced and Behunin 
disappeared. A New York group called Socorro Reef Associates 
(then Socorro Mining co.) had 1/2 interest in the project and 
took the entire property over. They put in cyanide pads 
containing about 4,000 to 8,000 tons about 1980. They had 
operating difficulties but did produce 37 oz. of dore (containing 
25 ' oz of gold) from their carbon despite losing much of their 
solution. They then started drilling reverse circulation holes 
and evaluation for a disseminated deposit, but abandoned their 
efforts due to financial difficulties. 

A new contract was made with the same Socorro Mining 
Group. They hired Stan Keith to interest large mining groups in 
the property. He brought in many companies and got some 
geochemical sampling and geological mapping done on the property. 
Most of the equipment at the prop~rty was auctioned off during 
this period. 

Exxon wanted to option the property but Socorro Reef 
Associates were in arrears on payments and Exxon declined to 
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become involved. 

After resolving their payments with the Campbells they 
subleased the property to Noranda. Joe Leavitt was the project 
geologist who started a drilling project (Campbells have drill 
logs). They dropped the property after four months without 
significant findings after drilling mostly Bolsa quartzite. 

since the late 1982 the Campbells have worked a small high
grade portion of the property and operated a amalgam and gravity 
mill. Production records of gold produced and tons processed 
have been kept and are available for examination. 

Reports available from the Campbells on the property are as 
follows: 

Socorro Reef Project, Final Report by Georqe Ryberg, 1974, done 
for B & B Mining company a subsidiary of NOranda. 

Evaluation of Gold Deposit potential in the Socorro Peak Area by 
stan Keith, May 1982. Done for Socorro Reef associates. 140 
53rd Street, Brooklyn,New York 11232. 

The Socorro Reef by Thomas C. King, November 1972. 

" 1932 Report by Thompson on the Why Not Group recommending the 
property to united Verde Copper Company 

Report of John C. Rutherford on the Why Not Gold Group, Circa 
early 1900's. 

Evaluation of Gold Ore Near Salome Arizona. Final report 
prepared by J. D. Miller, Professor of Metallurgy, Utah 
Engineering Experimental station, University of Utah, Salt Lake 
City, Utah 84112, submitted to Mr. Simon Srybnic with Socorro 
Reef Associates, 140 53rd st./ Brooklyn, New York 11232. 

DATE: May 12, 1986 ENGINEER: 
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f4ttal." ha.rtng apeiH~ Of1(!): tnorlthtm the ~rour~t'l 
~xam1.nl!i!~ 1n (ietfl11 the g(jology tU1il arunplinfl: this g:1'~UP, 
I tlf!\l'e th.~ l'oll~~ln~"I}O)J>t.to r4:~'ka .. 

'lhaS~l ela:lmsQl"$i loc·!rted in the Northeaat 
eerntll1' of' xwmCount;v" itrlst6~£t_ Inthe H~tJ~ha~~ F~n~e#. 
$.,tld tn tli$ .Titll_01'"th m1n1ntt, dl$t~ict, at~lt ti~n milo$ in 
a 1~'lth~r.%$t dll1<$·ct·1 (m. h~ tl>a Santa ' Fe rtA11roadt~ l(h·t~ ·. 
i:1:dta 1 ~~a.11¢ltoftl~ l~ad .1$ ~.nown ~ .. $; trJe Pfu~~r Cllt-of.r 
f:rom t}hoanixto r:,oa Ml.gel{;l~h 'rho gtlnex-al e~.l:rsa of thi s 
1!t~)1:~ 1s tl."iOtn t.l1~ Sout:bwa!j1.l to 1-Jortha~at. 

·T\1!:()t.}-F.{~r lrY~ .• 
t " 'I 'f' "tt •. 

T1!pogrm.pily 1s oM~s.ete.n"13·t1e of the 3()uth
V"J(S;l&t. ;;~lll~'/s ~ul-<l !ffoun&~1n !"i>111lt~f:1t1,. mfJ t bere 1$ noth:!:ng out 
'Oft b~ f{~nij:f'alO'rdftln tl~1-$ Ctl.att., 

This an-tiro ~nt~*' is 01' P~l(jt'lzbie Ol"l~tn. 
rg~ 11il!"f!~' ~:r·oh-l;.')an ~~n.tt~,. &$ t.'ha e~ttnt1';r ' o.t"or1~ln1l1 ror~ 
'M~th:m. tl~n tth~ ' l~ltar upi~tea"'f'~l ~t>k& th3;'I'OU1!ll tIlls gt'~nl to 
wS:th tf3eo:amb:ri,lRl1 ql~,/,~tfd.t~$, $lfldiGg, dol~te$ €lltlfJ l.ime
stone. 

liow geolo:glC$;l h13tOry taae:l1&$ usthnt 
gold :1$ CQt1t"1ned,m.t11nly totba epy$t~ru.n.e p(lCks of the 
~rcl1b~n~·f~e (l-l"t.Q. P01~1~y1tl$~$~oela~e-d wlthtl~$$ to~ ... 
mn.tJ.~l'Ul, .. m t~hls~a9 btJ~0ntoo qunz.t tQ an~l the limEt. 
tlmft0 1$ .~ f1$:$u~ t11J.~d w1th ~w;htl;t is l<rllOWn ·1.n thft r;,1ning 
'Wo'):"l(:'l ~$b.lock ~ll;;r. ' f-bl:s :r1s'$~ 1,$ of'ilMmOtHl w.1dth 
ntl!:t l(tngJJbt&lld V~t"'1! Urtltol'1i11 Y. It:lp1.·~gn& t~ wi tnt,to ld fot
Q{)OO ;t""t. ovel'l'wb!(}ll. I to~~~pli3s. T'ha~1s ss well fl. 
~1i'oot deu~l .of . ~lu~~·tg. 1J~6.v!dene~ eawy1ng ,~rc1R.l 
v'l!lu~:i it1 ~ol{l, b\lt~u 7.1l. ' ~ul~ thf) ~J.:a~t£ ta tl(;mf1ned t o 
elth.zJr ''iQll~f eont~o:t ~.!1;{~ $t t1m,,'s th~~JEJ .:tit.l'~ flszu4)s" 
<!,U~,l~t~ f.111ed~ i.'"\lnn.11'1go1J:t~i()m t;h~ eOl'ltaot. a.sf~l" t.Hl 
2000 ft... v~:r~y1r:.,r; 1 n w1t!th fl)if)it! (: 'f~· t-o i! 't t{1'l(:; earl"Y ttood 
\"~lu~t:J.Ot'lQ()fth~$@ t'!.$~ __ m:lhl$ in l');£li .. tle~ll.ftl7' haaprodneod 
llll b;tgt(}r.Hl\[t~~~~~ that Wi1 i!f lr'.111tad. 

~,"' '"--' 't'i'l'l ' . ,.';; "' . :. n ", ; , ....... ~ t!. . .""I.!o'¥t;'" .f:"" .it~ •• • ~~tc. , )!>;iUqtW.L3, . , .ru;,.\ :<> .l. .. , . CO· ... ,H'., __ ""U(!r .1$ ". ~., ... ,,"~ 

1\1'1.10$ t~/,1:th l1.l'!n~H~ o.f ~~;i:)t~Ol'l *'.Mel~: ond .• · -.. 'l lht::i ,' Vultul'·a· .01'1 
t:h~ ·ll~l~~fl!at 111.ndtl~ j1-o~1~ on th$ s()~H;h~'a$t" fiu'Hl !l1 
~~~~J$;t oo~l of fil~ htl's ·· bMtilS1nPl;(;ld tl~l.t1if.!.1~OU,;~1 't>t)twa,~n 



theSGP01tlfH~, f£!nd 1 s ba1n~ flh1pp~dtO(lay. 1?h0 Rl~OUP 'baIng 
eon~!fl((}"~l i.~ alg}'~t ml1(J$ rlOt'tha-Rt$tof tl16 }I<O'll.Frtmlu mine. 
~~$'t f(}l'·t1tltion and ~V&~~ ~rQta. 1s:inpl.aeOtln(1 gold Va;hl{~a 
~'f11{j;t~ \th~::J fthottld he in tho f'otmlation. 

+'th$ cl'$V'utl'Ctn of' t;lla ,tN\~ ~nd 1(Y~~~):r workings 
3 .. $ 18£10 f>t. ~r-biilQl~l,'f{~$ .011 tllil nov·thett~';,t end f-eaeh RD ela
v~t:!on @f' SCOO.rt. 

Wtt ba'lfo on th~ 971 ~i~l."~t~ t1.\~$1:n"U-f rV.;nn:1ng 
flt ~1rthtQn.~1~ r.t) thoeon;t-fi~t (1 tl;l &OU'1{-C$' OfOl"ls~1f.t), Q 

~l1~:f't"~ on apitc:h of 2$ d~mt~~$:, $.lll on thl1'f vi@in 8n1':1 
in .~~ f'Qr ,SO ft;. t"tld~:h 'f1:1~& tIS ~b61:rt 300 ft. 'l1~rtfeal 
deI~'th. llow:et,~~·r~ this r~a !~ r:/1~t.tn1n::t:., ol'lly t'be.t In t\rlf't;in~ 
t'O ,and oo.tt1, r~g tha eo~tflet ~ dOMe gota. TInl:el, ,d(lpth laS 
we:u.1 d. t<& ~ltPee·t0tb~ 

'1£10 h$,v~ t~'t tl1ti3 f()urhu:nd:t>i@d. !'I.:iot 10",)'61. Q, 

d't"1ftf&.0; t;l'~ 1'1c.:l"th ;:;50 ft., On t;h$ l~tlf~;s ~ltd1J11; gOfKl mIl"'" 
ling. o.~.~Vlif,t. vl1"g;tf!$tnpl'll ~~'\ti ~.}ht) .400. ·to :500 fOl'\ . ~fiO 
ft • . On t.h$ s,()uth !.d,f:lQ.goln~ tot,ha ~nt-act~, the drift 1$ 
f,j.'bl~tit;e~ tOt. 111 V'fil1n .. , go~ ,e~~clal O~. On thit 300 ft. ~ 
Itlv~l ~~ ht~v~ 6. d'vtf.t toth~' fl<>rth 400 ft.. $honnp: mncl'\ 
~God. ON ~n tltlO1" .rtf ul"'l:f>t., J1,1 1 9.bo'",.!'ilt t:b19 lav{jl-ht1$ 
Melt f1t:o;t'0elont t.¢th~~u'P:rt\eeat-} th:f! S&Ut:;}l ald$o. t1t SOO 
i't;;:"" 1.6val 'VJ$h~."'la %,i d:f':if~~;f:n~o ft.·~l~~n~t the \f~bh fJ(KHl ora 
in. ev1{l1}ttf}~ ff}~ 40nrt. wh$Fe th0 t1ml-.ett$ha-lil.J rd.vun ~WliiV 
tlnd (l10\\l'$ tb-(J ~!~1:.!'t , . but . will l~qui~ tfa~:'~ 11 ttte WflPk to 
~lru.tt;$ ~.;G. ··fhtJ· ~{top1ng t'J'Om th!$l~\"el i sv1rgl:n.. ~th tihiO 
~x~~,Pt.;.1¢X10t'Ors& .. (:)~ two small $_~$$t~ta(~ tf) t!.>~ 200 
ft.. level,. ~ tll$ 2fK) t 'o tht)Sllp.t~n0 for 2QOft. north 
n:,nd ~outh of shilf't· h~abQ~".attJI~d ont • . Thev~ln 13 ltu:~ISf) 
.fl~ ~t~ ~.w\}l.li~.gtt .. a1~ut ~~. itt,.,,, mt; 1 .a.~®l~l taking 01'6 tl1l6tt 
rill ~Iiv& t:til. rl~t~10,.OOtHlf.i' ba:tt~rS:$ .~'b1,t~., I';)f $st1m~te. 
I mn·. l!1liO'VJ1ngl~ :t{)otav.~ap;& 'Width ~,nd lG cu. ft.. in the 
$~l.ld. toth~ tm~., ~,ndq'U't?tIr.of tli1a ·e.ba:r!u.ltar~nanll y 
~tn$ lS eu. fl~... t o t;h~ ton i n th.a 001 id:. B.v the d1~lensim1 $ 
()f the world,n~tn ' In, ~h:t$o,ld Sl~\jll, l'~; \WO !'~'tl$ ;}n,.fel~r lO.COO 
tO~11}~!' . ~'l"e hi:o'C.koo l~~.ld~r to ~11l, or ~,t. Q 1 owfl~ru"@ 
~~lO().OOO .(;"·n. Th~ WOpltdJ1~~~ are i ,tl g~t &f'~~., 1:imb$rs in 
the ~~h{,ll't ii~ $(Jund. onl;? '!"'dl\ld1tt~ ~hlooklnK. 

IJ-ow 'Il'gt) l:~J,~~wonth~ contact i101n one· a}m;ft 
eo rt .. ile:ep ~11 Ino~ w.;£ld(v i~r mill, \\lthl~b. \"l111 net 
~~1(j .0(J e.tl.1.1 up,., ~k~ h3V~ n:rtt.~~,~}!l $:haj~t 40ft. ti\'bt;Ji.1t 3niJ :ff.t;. 
to th~ oo~t'h&fuJ.tal11n mll11ri.~ Ol~" (ID; th11$ ,t'i\gm$ eln:L"n 
.;1£~ \!J'~ h8V'e .. ~. t!~"ltl~'l1:nth~ 1.1111~ ~?C() j't., ,t"'r*~m th~ $t;~fr).-e~ tlt 
t,:hv i1i.f.r.n t;4)fnt . 11'xl~ ()lrlf.t:l~{3'~l't1:!}()J~~d to -out th$ .;to :rt~ . 
$l'~af't~ ~~l~n Oit th~ '~p~uo; &i)pth." tfik1n~ th{~$a~~ \'1Jldthh~l::<a. 
'!tS we t.oo},{:Oy1 . t*t..e (r~atu .. t~ .ti$$tlt"g 300 ft.. $$0'1:1. w~y~~ the 
~o ft . ·$h~ft ,gi'it.a$ n$th~ f~()l1.f.)win~ t;ltt~Jt)rHdonn, f}OOxl~O 
1~t • . dr13P!~ ,tal)out .!j()(jO . tOl'Hl (!jt~f)oll f.~e~ milling (fr.·e. So 
!1'1 ~11" 1 ~;} w~tJ th%:t fU'lY tln.g1ruS\~r (!hi!}Cl{'1r')':rr w-a wi.II e'{}n
~ad$ f~}l.G '$tt) f1 f!;~1~S-'1I; 

And. :r W~lnt taSll'Y it 1$11 ni.ea It'}t of 01!>$ 
'bloeke(l tt}Pf$. ~r;j.t~11 pl~nt;, t'f:f'i-rt .fl:-t:)r.} th~ 1:"0'& Pl'l:OCtJBds tl"E? 
ft;t'(;lundea'r:ct;4',J--du .'dloyotl't;o----a-' 'Pe~.,.l!'. "W' .iM e tmel e: '.r: ... t~·,~·'''''· ·· - .. ,., .. -".~~,- ""~".-~ 

aM~~lot;l ~ ton!m;~$ of ~~¥'d:ttl~r0. ava11i1bl~ and Oflft be 
t~~.'"t\)d on R lir.~~l scttl&. 
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Wa ha'tJe $, f.ln,e~uto :f;"ond t o th$ camp frt\t':l 
Sn,louJiilstati.oti. !!1 cl1$t~ne$ r)'f t(urt milQ$. rtot .~1t grade 
Gnt}:~~()~d~J\wrt.l~~h1.t1~, (}r to. g.et to th~ ml11.altif)" tl,ot'"O 
lil111hll'l'J'G to 1::. :fil 11ttl& ',¥bO;~l{l: bu!ld1J'1p;;" 'l;l 'h(~nt 400 In:tl''~ls 
to ~vn1~1 fii.wn~h t(n1ch h$~ ~ -ve,:ry st~:~p d~~ea1'lt l~n.lt t:1hO'1.~t. 
t)l,lse v'j)~1J''Y ~b~\~lt, ailH}~mt of ~b{Htt ;:;00 tt .. 

An ~m:u,dan~e. 1':h9 rrJ.t1.e meJt~ .. $ halow tba 
400 1"t·. It:iHral:t2.{$OO ~fjll;('tflU fil dfil7f" ,'~nd V~ hmvo 400. ft . 
of. ~tlt~l"ln th~ ~hf~rt ~,t t-;,hll';el:f1'(3. ll!()l" ~ iii v& st·ttmp 
fttl11. 'i.t/h.! ell I pHpO. 1;fH(li~~ llb~ tl')~ antp':) l "y 1. ~ .~3;dtll't.'r.ltl,t(),_ 
a nd 1¥J~ hfiV(t~t~~)gh .. ~t,t}l1'~;~ ... tG, l111,n .for . ft :VQ~l~J l)llt ... the 
t\a111r ~">1(:tt~~l~ 'i$~lt.'flc1611t f'tn~ ~ll m1111!lf~ 1~6qu:1,rm-1~nts. 

~llite:r' fO'l'" dt;r,'l¢:st1.e 'U.$$ a;t prtlal.?nt t:1$ hfil'U.l 
f~1 w.h$lt '~<$ oftll l1(jM~d~ 'liatleh 2~ 001'10$ ~\wl~i.l'. ~~o dou;bt 
wh~,n. the c~nt8ct 1$ nt\ch~d the W$;t~r will. m..3 30m1 to \Hla. 
11S it ;1,$ th~$'~J!i ti~l$ tn;f.lt V:l~ p.:~t $tt. th~ rt-l'leh. The. 
l$dg;e$m!*~' th~ ~wlt'~~~:f'e of: 'th$ f;'oQlJl'ltr:y. 

li~t3.0rfa - t,htlte:t'm i$s1gntt1cSl.nt . t~ennlng 
S(SS (it'\y~avQll.Q'bl~ .f6-~ WOl"kj . ~~11~ in tid., 1!}oa1.1,ty tt~·, .. e 
f};ra thr'~~ l't.~t.}'tl1BtMt B,lN11 a I1ttl$ \fa!'m,~:i,u:-jtl,Jul"J and 
Allf~'!.iI: J'Jt . <!~ ~~,t ~f the year ir; thl$ ~tltlt')n 1$ d.~11ght-
tu,i~ n.ot;h1 r~~ to ~'<rt1~1 it in t;h1{jw(t\l'~l f! fOl;~ c111tU1tA.. ,. 

f?H!'1:iJH 11' ;'; 
" . . . ~~ 

R~t~n~a~'4111lft$i)~uPOJi th~ lOitiluJt ~l'>~,de 
~!"f.) t..'t. ... '*t '1¥;:'fJ ~~'1rt t'l~iij,twlt;h t.l r! ''iJ':($ i',rt,wt.mp!f:}lll" ~n.d H; 15 
$tat(~ TO st£ ~'Y t~lwt '~j),l C~§l"'l ht.f'd up ~''''.a ~· '}'-ar'~&0 hl ';il "j.PO 
~l? l;,att~.t'# '"<~i~1eh 'i.ll111 ii'1~'~$~ '!}~:;; ~~trJ"!,~t" ~ f.;l) '~ bee~u~ 
'l)~.'Q." ~}i!p~riS}ij!S )",,111 Mt l~'.e 1nc:re~_<1·. 

VJ~ ¥ll11 t!'~G't'(f,; })5ttm if !~T' My, gn{'- 'fila w111 
t,::~pk ti1f) ,;~1 :t}1~ ttl.low1r~g f<t'nU" craY"$ I'm" !"e'"pail"i5i,.2ft w\)r}'d.n~ 
t1tg.";,-;S2 $.~ ~1~n tn.. 
Ott; t'tl:~$ 'w,:111 tH',t, U~ fiaO.·(..'O ..... .,.. 'I '" ......... • ' ........... '" • ~f*-,.50.oo 
l~~l" d~;t .for 26 d.a~fs. ,,;.. ~Dx)tjlOO ••• ' • •••• If" .... ,. ••• ,ft •• " ... ·3!)OO.OO 

GrO~$ "t;tll"'Y~t! ~:Ji' ltltonth. 
Psty ~ll)' r-nnn1,ng «~tHl'e 



3m1n~r~ tl$ ,tS.56 ~h~ par dny 
1 bla~kiir:Jl:1 tn. ~6.{)O · 
g mill mall.. $S.OO 
1 tVtlclr !!lQn:, :3';.5 . 00 
1 ora~$$())?t6r i5.00 

:r~"el ~».d lub~1e~lnt ;~l.O.OO pe~' d.!iy 
l.rle.1d,~n.t~\l$ · . . 
t;}'aM' flnd te4l"f' 'po\~dt)r fthle e~p$ i~'~ cOt'}1 

~r~lO.O() 
~,&~,? l;,~U",t; rrc!~~ 

:li!42@ .• OO 
' 1~~6.00 
312.00 
130.00 
l~f).OO 
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STATE OF ARIZONA 

DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES 

VERBAL INFORMATION SUMMARY 

Information from: George Campbell, Jr. 
Mine: Socorro (f) and Why Not Gold Group (f) 
County: La Paz 
Location: T5N, R12W, Sec. 25 and T5N, R11W, Sec. 30 

The old Why Not group is now located as the "Henry Bell". 
The property produced 370 tons grading 3.3 oz/ton gold and minor 
base metals during the period 1932-1937.George Campbell Sr. was 
the foreman during this time period. After which he staked 17 
claims as the Henry Bells. 

The property was then dormant until the late 60's. In 1969 
the property was leased to Thomas King for its tungsten 
potential. This included the Treasure Hill Group in SEctions 17 
and 20. The lease was then transferred to Damson Oil for 4 to 9 
months. In 1971 the Campbells staked the Iron Door Group for 
gold and tungsten potential. They next staked the Reef Group but 
did not validate all the claims and so are left with 33 claims 
that have numbers out of sequence. In 1973 B & B mining Company 
optioned the property. George Ryberg, geologist mapped and chip 
sampled the claims. A decision was made that the property was 
not economic and so it was dropped. 

, Next Jordan Industries represented by Joe Behunin optioned 
the property in May 1975 and put a crew and D-7 to work on the 
gold and tungsten portions of the property. A gravi~y mill was 
put into production in 1977 on the Reef Group near the Socorro 
Shaft. The mill ran for 30 days but there is no record of the 
production. Both the concentrates produced and Behunin 
disappeared. A New York group called Socorro Reef Associates 
(then Socorro Mining Co.} had 1/2 interest in the project and 
took the entire property over. They put in cyanide pads 
containing about 4,000 to 8,000 tons about 1980. They had 
operating difficulties but did produce 37 oz. of dore (containing 
25 ' oz of gold) from their carbon despite losing much of their 
solution. They then started drilling reverse circulation holes 
and evaluation for a disseminated deposit, but abandoned their 
efforts due to financial difficulties. 

A new contract was made with the same Socorro Mining 
Group. They hired Stan Keith to interest large mining groups in 
the property. He brought in many companies and got some 
geochemical sampling and geological mapping done on the property. 
Most of the equipment at the prop~rty was auctioned off during 
this period. 

Exxon wanted to option the property but Socorro Reef 
Associates were in arrears on payments and Exxon declined to 

Mineral Building 
State Fairgrounds 

Phoenix, Arizona 85007 
(602) 255-3791 

• 
416 W. Congress 

Suite 161 
Tucson, Arizona 85701 

(602) 628-5399 



become involved. 

After resolving their payments with the Campbe1ls they 
subleased the property to Noranda . Joe Leavitt was the project 
geologist who started a drilling project (Campbells have drill 
logs). They dropped the property after four months without 
significant findings after drilling mostly Bo1sa quartzite. 

since the late 1982 the Campbells have worked a small high
grade portion of the property and operated a amalgam and gravity 
mill. Production records of gold produced and tons processed 
have been kept and are available for examination. 

Reports available from the Campbells on the property are as 
follows: 

Socorro Reef Project, Final Report by George Ryberg, 1974, done 
for B & B Mining company a subsidia,ry of NOranda. 

Evaluation of Gold Deposit potential in the Socorro Peak Area by 
stan Keith, May 1982. Done for Socorro Reef aSsociates. 140 
53rd street, Brooklyn, New York 11232. 

The Socorro Reef by Thomas C. King, November 1972 • 
.. 

1932 Report by Thompson on the Why Not Group recommending the 
property to united Verde Copper Company 

Report of John C. Rutherford on the Why Not Gold Group, Circa 
early 1900·s. 

Evaluation of Gold Ore Near Salome Arizona. Final report 
prepared by J. D. Miller, Professor of Metallurgy, Utah 
Engineering Experimental Station, University of Utah, Salt Lake 
City, Utah 84112, submitted to Mr. Simon srybnic with Socorro 
Reef Associates, 140 53rd st./ Brooklyn, New York 11232. 

DATE: May 12, 1986 ENGINEER: 
Nyal J. Niemuth 
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