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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES FILE DATA 

PRIMARY NAME: WHITE MARBLE GROUP 

ALTERNATE NAMES: 
MARBLE MOUNTAIN 
AMBER 

LA PAZ COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 141 

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 5 N RANGE 11 W SECTION 9 QUARTER NW 
LATITUDE: N 33DEG 47MIN 27SEC LONGITUDE: W 113DEG 24MIN 46SEC 
TOPO MAP NAME: GLADDEN - 15 MIN 

CURRENT STATUS: PAST PRODUCER 

COMMODITY: 
STONE 
STONE 

MARBLE CB 
QUARTZITE CB 
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WHITE MARBLE GROUP YUMA 

Went to Aguila and talked to Alton Powell who said there was no 
activity in the area but that he was dickering with two companies 
to take over the marble quarries Superior Companies had abandoned recently. 
GtJ WR 8 /17 /76 

JHJ MEMO 3/26/79 - Sun Landscaping and Supply has started 
operations at the mines and plant formerly operated by Superior 
Company, approximately six miles east of Wenden. This would be 
in the files as the White Marble Group. A Mr. Leslie Madison is 
the owner of the company. Offices are located at 6516 Grand Avenue, 
Phoenix. He also operates a Madison Granite Company. A small 
ore bin and ball mill was noted. Questioning one of the workers 
revealed plans to run some rna terial from the washes and from the 
Eagle Tail (Mountains or Group). 5/2/79 a. p. 

.. '-... 

' i - ~ : J 
KAP WR 1/29/82 Duncan Ogden of Vermont Stone and M~nerals, Ltd. Landgrove, 
Londonderry, Vermont, 05184, phone (802) 824-3850, reported they have 
drilled Wenden Marble property to analyze the deposit for size and 
suitability for industrial uses. The results were not mentioned. I believe (?} 
that this is the same property as the White Marble Group. 

KAP \VR 1/24/86: In the company of Tim Whitney of Murco \vall Products, 
visit was made to the White Marble Group (file) La Paz County . A 
field visit report has been written. 
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Date Printed: 05/16/97 

ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES 

INFORMATION SUMMARY 

Information from: Don & Terressa Pelham 

Company: 

Address: 
City, State ZIP: 
Phone: 

MINE: 

ADMMR Mine File: 
County: 
AzMILS Number: 

P.O. Box 192 
Arlington, Arizona, 85322 
602-386-7061 

White Marble Group 

White Marble Group [La Paz AzMILS #141] 
La Paz 

141 

SUMMARY 

Don and Terressa Pelham, P.O. Box 192, Arlington, Arizona, 85322, 
phone 602-386-7061 reported they are in the process of buying the 
White Marble Group [La Paz AzMILS #141] in the Harquahala Mountains 
from the Novacksi a.k.a. Ironwood Growers. They hope to produce art 
objects as well as decorative crushed stone. 

Ken A. Phillips, Chief Engineer Date: January 3, 1997 



Date Printed: 10/25/95 

ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES 

INFORMATION SUMMARY 

Information from: Russ Webb 

Company: 

Address: 
City, State ZIP: 
Phone: 

MINE: 

ADMMR Mine File: 
County: 
AzMILS Number: 

Alleco Stone 

P.O. Box 465 
Wenden, Arizona 
602-386-4232 

White Marble 

White Marble Group 
La Paz 

141 

SUMMARY 

Russ Webb of A1leco Stone, P. o. 465, Wenden, Arizona (business phone 
at Metco the hydrocarbon saturated soil treatment facility) in Buckeye 
602-386-4232 is interested in developing the White Marble Group marble 
deposits for crushed marble for the Southern California markets. 
Alleco quarries landscape marble inthe northeastern u.S. 

, , 

He reported that he has been in contact with Don Pelham, P.O. Box 192, 
Arlington, Arizona 85322, Phone 602-386-7061 who had previously (by 
only a few days) reported he, along with his wife Teresa, were in the 
process of acquiring the White Marble Group of marble quarries. 

Ken A. Phillips, Chief Engineer Date: October 17, 1995 



Date Printed: 10/25/95 

ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES 

INFORMATION SUMMARY 

Information from: Don Pelham 

Company: 

Address: 
City, State ZIP: 
Phone: 

MINE: 

ADMMR Mine File: 
County: 
AzMILS Number: 

P.O. Box 192 
Arlington, Arizona 85322 
602-386-7061 

White Marble 

White Marble Group 
La Paz 

141 

SUMMARY 

Don Pelham, P.O. Box 192, Arlington, Arizona 85322, Phone 602-386-7061 
reported he, along with . his wife Teresa, were in the process of 
acquiring the White Marble Group of marble quarries from the Novacks, 
a.k.a. Ironwood Growers. They plan to develop the property for 
decorative stone and sculpture blocks. 

Samples of pink marble with green ferro-mag mineral banded were shown 
along with pictures of sculptures at Van's Pretty Rocks. 

This is the property from which Superior Companies produced marble 
that they crushed and screened for terrazzo at Wenden prior to 1975. 

Ken A. Phillips, Chief Engineer Date: October 11, 1995 



FEBll-9N 

ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MI~ERAl RESOURCES 

VERBAL INFORMATION SUMMARY 

1. Mine file: WHITE MARBLE 

2. Mine name if different from above: 

3. County: La Paz 

4. Information from: Leslie Madison 

Company: Sun Landscaping (c) 

Address: P.O. Box 1146 

Black Canyon Stage I, Phoenix, AZ 85029 

Phone: 869-6700 

5. Summary of information received, comments, etc.: 

Mr. Madison reports he still owns th is property. It is held in the company 

name Sun landscaping (c). Although not currently being mined, a stock pile of 

plus 100 tons of marble is available at the Madison Granite Quarry yard. 

However, because it is not active the BlM is requi ri ng that he remove the 

trailer the "watchman" occupies at the millsite. He is choosing to relocate it 

to Wenden. 

Date: February 8, 1989 Nyal ~_._ Niemuth, Mining Engineer 



WHI TE MARBLE GROUP YUMA 

Visited with Bob Matock at Superior Company's (Fisher terrazzo plant) . He 
said the wet weather had curtailed his operation considerably during both 
February and March and that, therefore, they were be'hind-':wi th their orders. 
He is being transferred to the company's sand and gravel plant near Camp 
Verde. OW WR 4/11/73 

Stopped at the terrazzo plant of Superior Compny where I became acquainted with 
Ed Matson who replaced Bob Matock as superintendent. Bob was moving his trailer 
house to Camp Verde to assume command of the recent sand and gravel operation . Mr . 
Matson spent several years in charge of Haliburtmn's Agua Fria mine in Honduras . 
This is the mine that Jerry Irvin operated prior to Mr.Matson . GW WR 5-9-73 

Stopped at boyh the gypsum quarry and the sand and gravel pit of Super~ Co . 
but both Mr . Dickl and Matock were gone. A workman at the gypsum plant said 
they were producing about 400 tpd presently but had a capacity of 1000-1200 tpd . 
GW WR 5 -1 7 - 7 3 . 

Ed Mattson at Superior Company's terrazzo plant said they were down due to a 
strike of their principal customer. GW WR 6/13/73 

Went to National Gypsum and Superior Companies plants. FTJ WR 6/14/73 

Superior Companies, also at Feldman, was producing Redi -Mix, Diatomite and G¥psum 
at capacity . FTJ Annual Report 6/28/73 

Went to Superior Company's terrazo plant where the crushing unit was down for 
repairs. Ed Mattson, supt., sai d they are operating at capacity . GW WR 11/14/73 

Stopped at Superior Company's terrazzo plant east of Wenden where Ed Mattson 
said their business had declined considerably lately. In Nov. they shipped 
only 3 car loads . GW WR 12/11/73 

Stopped at Superior Company's terazzu plant east pf Wenden where Ed Mattson said 
their business was very slow' and that they were starting a new quarry some ~ mile 
west of the old one . GW WR 4- 25- 74 

Stopped at the te r ra zz o plant of Superior Companies where Ed Mattson said that 
the cost of complying with EPA wa s for c ing the plant to close. He was rigging 
up a mob il e crane t o beg i n disma n tl i ng the equipment . GW WR 1/27/76 



WHITE MARBLE GROUP YUMA 

The Superior Industries terrazo plant was down temporarily. GW WR 3/24/72 

Mr. Robert Matock, Superior Industries was not in. GW WR 5/18/72 

Stopped at Superior Enterprises terrazzo plant 5 miles east of Wenden where Robert 
Matock said their business had increased to such an extent that in 8 months this 
year they will have exceeded last years production. GW WR 6/28/72 

Stopped at Supreme Enterprises terrazzo plant east of Wenden hut Mr. Matock was in 
conference with the VP. GW WR 9/13/72 

Stopped at Superior Company's terrazo plant where Mr. Matock said the operation was 
at about capacity. He wants a supply (50 T/day) of rose quartz. It was suggested that 
was a large order, that most deposits were small and that when crushed, rose quartz 
loses a great deal of its color. GW WR 10/11/72 

Bob Matock at Superior Compan y wants to hire a wagon-drill operator so I stopped on 
the way back to Phoenix and left him Pat Sayre's phone number and although he had gone 
one of the workmen said the bearings had burned out of the rolls. GW WR 10/12/72 

Bob Matock at Superior Company terrazzo plant said Alton Powell was deer hunting, 
therefore unavailable for details. The Superior crushing plant was shut down tem­
porarily for repairs. GW WR 11/8/72 

Stopped at Superior Company's terrazo plant where Robert Matock, Supt., said their 
business was about as usual and that they are beginning to find a market for some of 
their screenings (-10 mesh). GW WR 12/14/72 

Superior Industries producing 100 tpd. They hope to get in on the ASARCO stack con­
tract too with Redi Mix. FTJ WR 12/15/72 

Stopped at Superior Company's terrazzo plant where Robert Matock said their business 
was increasing substantially. GW WR 1/10/73 

Stopped at Superior Company's terrazzo plant 5 miles east of Wenden but Mr. Matock 
was un ' available, however, the plant was in operation. GW WR 2/16/73 

'-.../ 

To gypsum plants at Feldman; operations normal. FTJ WR 2/16/73 



WHI TE MARBLE GROUP YUMA COUNTY 

Mrs. Mary Jo Sampley (nee Bracken), of Aguila, came in and talked for an hour 
or more about the dirty deal Fisher Enterprises has dealt her and her corporation, 
the Sunset South Corp. It appears there is considerable dissention within her 
corporation. GW WR 4-12-71 

Fisher Enterprises continues to produce crushed and sized rock of various colors for 
terrazzo. Mr. Matock said January 1971, was the best month they had had for sometime. 
GW QR 4-8 -71 

Robert Matock at Superior Companies, Inc. (new 
men producing all the terrazzo stone the plant 
wants 250 tons per month. Mr. Matock is still 
reasonable distance of the plant near Wenden. 

name of Fisher Enterprises) said he has 6 
can handle and that a new customer in Texas 
seeking a desirable green rock within 
GW WR 6-14-71 

Bob Matock, supt of Superior Companies, says his terrazzo business is very good. 
GW WR 10/14/71 

Directory of Mining - August 1971 - 6 men. 

Mro Matock says Superior Minerals Inc. business is increasingo GW WR 11/17/71 

Superior Industries Company (formerly Fisher Enterprises) continued to increase 
their production of crushed rock for terrazzo at the plant and quarry east of 
Wenden. GW QR 9/71 

Although Mr. Matock was not available at Superior Enterprises, 5 miles east of Wenden, 
one of the workman said their business had increased to the extent they were working 
6 days per week now o GW WR 1/20/72 

Stopped at Superior Industries Inc. where Mro Matock said their orders were piling up. 
GW WR 2/9/72 

The Superior Industries Company, 5 miles east of Wenden, continues to increase th 
tion of terrazzo material. GW QR 2/72 e produc-

W Stopped at Superior Industries Inc. where Mr. Matock . d th' d sal elr or ers were piling up . 
GW WR 2/11/72 



WHITE MARBLE GROUP YUMA COUNTY 

Interview with Bill Winters, supt. of Wenden Plant 

This plant produces marble chips of several colors for terrazzo, graded white quartz 
for exposed aggregate, and perlite for exposed aggregate. Their principal product 
is the crushed and sized marble for terrazzo floor and tiles. They produce all of their 
products from several quarries which they operate themselves. They have a mining crew 
that moves from one quarry to another as orders for particular types of stone come in. 
Their biggest problem is in sorting the quarry products to maintain uniformity of 
color. 

Twelve men are employed in all, at quarries and plant. 
Robert Fo Playter, Field Engineer 10-10-67 

Active Mine List April 1967 - 9 men 
Active Mine List Nov. 1967 - 12 men 

The U.S. Marble Corp. mine in the Harquahala Mts. east of Salome has been operating 
intermittently with , five men. CLH QR 4-1968 

Active Mine List April 1968 - 5 men 

Visited U.S. Marble Planto Visited with Bill Winters, office manager, who said operations 
were normal. FTJ WR 6-14-68 

Active Mine List Oct. 1968 - 7 men 

Visited U.S. Marble Plant near Wenden. 
over the plant and the Powell claims. 
FTJ WR 4-4-69 

Fisher Enterprises, Inc. of Phoenix, has taken 
Bob Matock is manager, Box 147, Wenden 85357 

Active Mine List April 1969 - 6 men - Robert Matock, Mgr. 
Active Mine List Oct. 1969 - 12 men 

Visited Fisher Marble plant - gate closed and locked. FTJ WR 2-13-70 

Active Mine List May 1970 - Robert Matock, Mgr. 

Visited Robert Matock, Mgr. for Fisher Enterprises (White Marble) east of Wenden. He says 
they crush and screen various colored rock for terrazzo. He has 6 men working. GW WR 6-12-70 

Saw Mr. Matock of Fisher Enterprises at Wenden. He still has 6 men producing terrazzo rock. 
GW WR 10-16-70 

Active Mine List Octo 1970 - 6 men 

Robert Matock, Supt. of Fisher Enterprises at Wenden, says last month was their best for 
sometime. The rolls were temporarily down for repairo He has the usual 6-8 men employed. 
GW WR 2-12 -71 



WHITE MARB~E GROUP YUMA COUNTY 

Del Peterson, U.So Marble Corp., called to say that an assay of the gossan he brought 
in last week showed 0.035 to 0.5 percent copper, 0.3 ounces of silver and 0.01 ounces of 
gold. He said that the minerilized zone lies under diabase that dips 300 to 45 0 and is 
in altered" granodiorite or quartz diorite porphyry. The gossan zone was traced over 2 
miles in length along the diabase and up to 1000 ft. wide. The grade decreases in 
proportion to the distance away from the diabase. Some of the iron oxides are of 
sulphide derivation and some appeared to have been transported from elsewhere. Both Ted 
and I recommended a geophysical test be run first, to determine how much of the iron 
might be sulphide in depth. LAS WR 9-30-66 

Visit and conference with Del Peterson at Salome 

According to Peterson orders to 1000 tons for October is keeping everybody busy. During 
the third quarter 650-750 tons per month. Most of this was quartz and marble chips 
(3/8 inch) that is marketed in Phoenix, Texas and California. 10 men are working. No 
marble is now being" bought from the White Castle Claims in Bloody Basin (Edwards Bros. 
Trucking Co., Phoenix) or from Hans Christofferson of Aguila. In the latter case U.S. 
Marble has developed some reserves of the two colors themselves. Orders for the immediate 
future deliveries sometimes more than the plant will handle at that time. 
Memo LAS 10-11-66 

Visit and conference 

u.S. Marble currently is producing about 300-400 tons per month of terrazzo chips and 
quartz, or perlite chips for wall panels. The slump seems to have begun about 6 weeks 
ago. Considerable sized black perlite is stocked for" a high rise building in Los Angeles. 
This is paid for and will be delivered when the steel rises high enough to permit the 
side panels to be placed. This represents only a portion of the total amount to be 
delivered. The past week, however, four cars (60 tons) were on order. 

The manganese venture at Sunshine Mine near Bouse was not successful due .to a miscalculation 
as to ore grade. It was believed that the ore would run 10 percent manganese, but it 
mined only at 5 percent. LAS Memo 6-13-67 

Telephone conversation with Del Peterson 'THI5 Fit£. 

Mr. Peterson stated that the marble-quartz busines~tinues about normal. 
present employing 12 men in the quarry and plant. 

[The man anese 0 . at the Sunshine mine near Bouse has been abandoned~ 
1Memo Robert F. Playter 10-9-67 

They are at 



Mailed 3-2-67 Del Peterson 
no reply 

u. S. MARBLE CORP. 
2101 E. Jackson - Phoenix office - 252-5803 

Filed 3-21-67 

YUMA COUNTY 
Ellsworth District 

Plant visit and conference with Del Peterson and Bill Winters, foreman, at 
the Wenden Plant. 

Winters reported that buying had been "hand to mouth" but very steadily spread out so 
that the plant was continuously running with 8 to 10 men on an average. 

Mesa Precast Coo, which makes precast wall panels, etc., at 5301 E. Washington, 273-1572, 
has been a very good customer of late. The past 14 days resulted in sale of 250 or more tons 
of marble and considerable quartz. 

Monthly production ranges from 400 to 500 tons of marble and sometimes 350 to 400 tons 
of quartz o The orders come mainly from California and Texas in addition to Phoenix 
and Tucson. 

At present some fines, 100 mesh, are largely being stored, but some are going to the 
cattle feeding industry. Otherwise the material ranges from 3/8 inch to 2 or 3 inches. 

A brown vitrophyric rhyolite is to be used as in outside wall panel veneers on the 
high-rise Crocker Citizens Bank Building in Los Angeles. This is a very pretty stone 
and the tonnage required is substantial. 

Memo LAS 2-21-67 



U. S. MARBLE CORP. MILL YUMA COUNTY 

Visit with Del Peterson 

Shipments of terrazzo chips and sized quartz amounted to 350 tons in January. Work is 
now starting on an order for 500 tons of quartz and 250 tons of terrazzo chips. Peterson 
said he was mining some brown marble from Vernon Law's claims and was getting small lots 
from Hans Christofferson of Aguila who has claims adjoining the Mick-Donald Group, on 
the north. The terrazzo chips are mainly being shipped in various colors (12 in all). 
The contract with the Brackens has been stopped. 12 men are employed. 
LAS Memo 2 -9 -65 

Visit and conference with Del Peterson and William Winters 

Del Peterson said that orders for quartz and marble were running 15 percent more than in 
1964, or about 600 tons per month. The principal market for quartz is for white and 
"honey" yellow, both of which occur at the Octave pit. However, the supply of pure 
white opaque quartz is limited and other sources are being sought. The marble is going 
into terrazzo chips (various colors) and white marble is also in short supply. Some 
white marble is being obtained from Bloody Basin (Edwards) under an agreement whereby 
U.S. Marble Corp. mines the marble and Edwards hauls it to the U.S. Marble Mill near 
Wenden for processing. Each gets ~ of the return. -This marble is 8-12 feet thick but in 
places only 6-7 feet thick. Much of the marble and quartz is now being shipped by rail 
at $6.50 to $7.00 per ton to the Los Angeles area. Some is now being shipped to Texas, 
with $12.00 freight rate. However, the freight is being paid by the _ buyer, U.S. Marble's 
price being FOB Wenden. Some 2~ inch material is being shipped also for rough panel(wall) 
manufacture. The truck haul is more expensive to both California and Texas. 
Memo LAS 6-8-65 

Visit with Del Peterson, 2-9-66 

U.S. Marble Corp. has established offices in Phoenix at 2101 E. Jackson (252-5803). 
They are now -shipping considerable terrazzo chips to Fritz Chemical Co., 500 Sam Houston 
Road, Mesquite, Texas, P.O. Box 18087, Dallas, Texas. This company manufactures tile 
that is t inch thick and 11 31/32 inches square. They use several chip colorso Other 
large buyers include United Terrazzo Co., 16005 Phoebe Aveo, La Mirada, Los Angeles. 
This Company acts as the California broker for U.S. Marble Corp. 

Some of the trade colors include Sunflower yellow (supplied by Hans Christofferson) 
Desert Black (from Ralph T. Laws mine), Royal Bottochino (from Alton Powell Claims 15 miles 
south of Salome), Mint Green -, Royal Brown and Whi te (Whi te Marble Group), Texas Rose 
(Alton Powell claims), San Saba Red (Townsend Quarry near Bouse) Snow White (Edwards 
Bloody Basin Quarry).. The U.S. Marble has made these up into sample squares that are 
cemented by resins and No o 10 white fines from Georgia Marble Quarries. 

Shipments in the past 5 months, Sept. 1965 to Jan. 1966, will average close to 590 including 
some quartz from Octave. The first week of Feb. was nearly 250 tons, but the second 
week was very small due to heavy rains that soaked the mill feed so that it worked very badly. 

The U.S. Marble Mill is located on two patented mill sites, Mineral Survey 4611, SE~, S24, R12~ 
T6N. Mine is 4 miles due south of the mill, along section line in T5N, R12W or approx .. 
Sec. 13 



WHITE MARBLE GROUP YUMA COUNTY 

Mill visit and interview with Del Petersen, Mgr. 

Mro Petersen stated that he is now shipping 350 tons of terrazzo chips and 150 tons of 
crushed quartz chips per month to Ca1ifornia o He has obtained an additional contract 
for 1000 tons of quartz, having finished the original 1000 ton order. This quartz must 
be white, angular and opaque and is sized at 3/8 inch. It is used in wall panels. Some 
spots in the deposit contain limonite discolorations and such places are largely sorted 
out at the Congress quarryo As a precaution 2 men at the Primary to Secondary Crushers 
belt sort out pieces that get by the quarry sorters. Additional colored quartz is used 
for ornamental stoneo One off-color piece will vividly stand out in a wall panel. This 
sized quartz is loaded into large circular containers, 3~ feet in diameter and 4 feet 
deep, that rest on individual detachable bases that can be picked up by a crane and loaded 
on trucks. Several co10'rs of terrazzo chips are being marketed, the most important being 
brick-red, buff, light or dark gray, and white, although some greenish and salmon pink 
are also sold periodically. Petersen is now looking for future white marble reserves, as 
white marble is in short supply in the Harquaha1a area. 

Jo (Jake) Congdon contracts the hauling of the quartz from Congress to the plant in 8-10 
ton Ford truckso LAS Memo 6-7-63 

According to Petersen, shipments of quartz and terrazzo chips during September amounted to 
about 900 tons, the highest month so far. U.S. Marble is currently operating 2 marble 
quarries (White Rock Group and periodically a Bracken claim) in the Harquaha1a Mountains 
and a quartz quarry near Octave. They now have 11 employees, and still contract their 
hauling. Petersen said that some marble has been recently marketed in Phoenix. The 
overall market continues good. Memo LAS 10-11-63 

Active Mine List Oct. 1963 - 11 men 

Interview with Del Petersen, Mgr. Visit to quarry. 

Del Petersen said that sales of terrazzo and quartz chips were down during the last half 
of December and early January but are now back to nearly 200 tons per week. He still is 
worried about a sufficient supply of white marble that is clear of included blebs of 
waste. The present quarry requires considerable sorting of the white both there and at 
the mill. U.S. Marble now ships about equal tonnages of quartz and terrazzo chips. The 
price for both is considered satisfactory. Petersen said he ships four principal colors 
of terrazzo chips and periodic small lots of other tints. He recently mined 200 tons of 
"buff" marble from the Bracken Claims. This is a light brown that is in strong demand. 
200 tons of mine run produces around 115 tons of sized chips. It is hoped that a new grade 
(1/8 inch) would use up half of this loss. The Octave quartz gives a better proportion 
of proper sized chips, but no smaller-size market has been found. Memo LAS 2-7-64 

Del Petersen said he has good contracts (two) for quartz chips at present. These chips 
are used in wall panels and murals. He said that the fines, 3/8 inch, may be used by the 
Arizona Highway Department for shoulder cover. LAS ASMOA 10-13-64 



D~PARTMENT OF :MINERAL RESOURCES 

Mine ~\Thi te Marble Claims and Mill 

District Harquahala Dist., Yuma Co. 

STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Date 

Engineer 

Subject: Mill Visit and Interview with Del Petersen, Manager 

10-5-62 

Lewis A. Smith 

Mr. Petersen stated that the mine and mill were being worked alternately by a 
crew of 8 men. The new tumbling mill (7 x 12 feet) is producing variously 
rounded "pebbles" from the crushed marble. These vary from 1/2 to 1-1/2 inches 
in diameter and have different shapes. This material is used in prefabricated 
walls for buildings, etc. The "pebbles" are cemented into wall panels which 
sometimes are ground to a smooth surface and polished. Other marble is ground 
and sized to 3/8 inch and used for terrazzo. The favored colors for this 
purpose are white, gray and salmon pink. A minor amount of the marble crushed 
to 1/2 to 1 inch and used for roof coverings. This mate rial, does not sell 
for enough to make it more than an even break, and its making will be discontinued 
for the present. Peterson said present shipments of all classes of rock amounted 
to 100 to 110 tons per week. He said that U. S. Marble Co. had leased a portion 
of the Bracken Claims. which adjoin the Mick-Donald group on the west and are 
in the east most outlier ' of marble. A\. bid has been made to supply 2000 tons of 
ttbufflt (salmon pink) marble chips for a large building in Los Angeles. 
Petersen felt sure that they would secure the job. If so, a large supply of the 
ttbuff" has been opened at the Bracken locality. U. S. Marble will also ;;:. 
examine the Eckel's claims which appear to have considerable "white" and "buff" 
marble. A large reserve of roof-size white marble is scaked and will be rerun 
to terrazzo size. 

Del Peterson stated that his company is seeking additional reserves of white and 
buff marble. He was referred to Mrs. Edna Eckels and Harry Mick. They also 
want a source of opaque white quartz. Mrs. Eckels has a considerable blowout 
of such quartz on two of the Rio de Monte claims 3t .miles south of Salomeo 

3 men are mow working at the quarry, mining various color types of marble for a 
stockpile. Four main colors are preferred. These are white, pink, buff and grayo 
A little green is sometimes desired. Petersen said that his demand for terrazzo sizes 
has improved of late. Tumbled pebble demand is sporadic and the roofing cover demand 
cannot be supplied because the price is too low for the present cost. 

He is now mining 1000 tons of quartz on contract at Congress o This is crushed to 
3/8-inch and is being used in "mural" wall panels in a new Los Angeles County Building 
A bid was submitted on 2500 additional tons for another big building. No result of 
the bid has been forthcoming as yet. Thresized quartz sells. .for $30 0 per ton f.o.b o 

Los Angeles. Terrazzo marble sells for $15 to $17 per ton o ' 

5 men are at the mill. Petersen tested the quartz from the Rio del Honte Claims but 
found that its color is inconsistent so that he could not use it in the present jobs. 
So far little buff marble from the Bracken claims _, leased by U.S II MarlDle Corp. has 
found a market, but if U. S. Marble is successful on alid, the production of buff 
would be decidedly increased 0 

Mine and Mill visit with Del Petersen, Manager for U. S. Ymrble Corp .. 2-8-63 

MEMO - LEWIS A. SMITH 
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Fisher Enterprises, Inc., Phoen 
Headed by William Fisher, son 0 

John Fo Fisher 
Phone 258-6517 
Purchased assets of U"So Marble:1 
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Dt:.PARTMENT OF MINE:RAL RESOURCES 

Mine hrn1t~ Marble Claims and Mill 

STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS RE·PORT 

Date 10 ... , .... 62 

Engineer L$wis A. Smith 

Mr~ P~ter$$n $eta-ted tha.tthe. lYdn$~nd mill "dere being llor\;t(<t<1. al.ternat'sly by a 
crew 01 8 men. The rurw tumbllnt m.il~l (7 ;;: 12 t·eet) is prod;uG'ing varlou;sly . 
1""Qurtdea. upebbl.®$ lt frQft1 th~ crushed m~rble. 'tlnese-J vary from l iz to 1.J,/'21nehes 
in dia.~ter tu'ld. have d.irfe.l"·$nt$h~p~;$. 1~hi$ material is u.S$d 1n pr~l£abricated 
wa1.1.$ tor buil-dingtiJ. $to. Tne ltpebhl$,sfl $." eem~nt,d into wa..l1 panelswhioh 
$O .. :m.et. .. 1 .•• ·.m. ; e. ~· .... s ~l:r>& . 1r¢)~nd .. ·.t~ ..... a Sn1 .. 0 ... 0.th . $.u1".' fa., .. ¢Q . &n ..... <1 }S)().1. · . t511~d .. it . ... 0. th .. :$. r ..... :.· .. m.at:'~la. :. i ... $ .. g ... · )70U.nd. 
am1 s1:zea to , 8 in(th and. llssd, tor tt:rrazt(). ~he £a1fo*,edeol~rs tor \11:1$ 
PUPO$f.t . ~t~ 1tlh1te j . 1~r:a'1and I;ralJl~t'l pin~... A minor 8;iliOUil';\t. Qf th* . m~rbl$ orushed 
to 1/2 tot in(ln and used tar rQQf tj)ov$~1ng$. . th!,s lJl~,'t$r1al . does. not s011 
fo'r tlilOUgh \0 mak~ it m0t'a than ~n ~v~n break, and itstludd.ng w1110e dls:Q.Qflti.nued 
for . the p;r$.$$n~. P,z;ierson . $aid pre$.ent. $:h1ptfien~$of 3;11 cla.$$-e$.; 0.£ r<>¢tk amo.urreed 
to l00 tQ 11Q tOfl$il$r ~.k. h ~idt that tr.:S. Mal'bl$ 00, b.~d l.e.$;$$' a , po.rtiQtl 
0.£ t.b.$ ar&ck$U (Jlalm.$ .• W:ntoh adjQint,he Ki4lt~nQ~4,ro\lP on tht 'i{f!i$i;;AM '~" 
1n \he . east lnost . Ql1~ll'T . et Mrb:l~, . A b14, ll~$ be.n ~.~\l ' t.Q $ll;p,ly~toO tons 
o,t f1butt" (ffal.tGOrl pink) ~rbl$QbiIUJ t~ta larg$ 'build,4;ng in LQ$. An1$'e.letJ., 
P$tets~n t$lt aut$ ' i'ha tthfJl w~ult! $~fJur~ t.ltl~. jt;)b. ., :£t:'$O • . , & l~r.~~ SUPllly of tha 
"butltthas o"n open" at ~htl Btattken lOtall~t.U .3. ly1a:rble wlll~e . 
a;xaiM the E~k.$11 (6 clau$wl.Qh$.ppear to ha:ve d.ofl$id$rable ,nwn:ite ft aruiY*b~t£~1 
marble. it U ,l"C$ te$0t'Ve oi ~Q,f;";'$lze white max-ole is $~Qked allanll be 
reran to ter:ratzQgl'~~ 

I)~l l;)e it$raon sta. ted. that hi$~om;:p~ny i$$'Mking add.i tional ' l~ $$.;tVI~Sc)£ whl,to ~jnd 
butrmaml~.He was reterX"$d. to P'1rs.. EtinaEckelsandHurlH1Elkt. The,., also 
wan~ & $ott"* of! op~.<t~(fj 1Ah1t~ quart~, Mrs . Eok.$l$ has e. ~t)nsid~.r$;ble blowout 
of such qtHfrt$ on tw(') 'Of the Rio dtl~t9nt~ (ll$.ims ,t tn!les $outnof" SalQll1e. 



Dt:.~ARTMENT OF MINE'RAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS·RE·P'ORT . 

Mine ~ihi te ~farble Claims and I~ill Date 10.,.62 

District Harquahala Dist. t Yuma Co.. Engineer Le~i8 A. 3m! th 

Subject: Mill Viat t and. tnterv1ew "Ji th Del Petersen, l-1anager. 

)!r. Petersen. stated that 'the ttli .. ne and mill ware being worked alternately by a. 
oretvl}'e! 8 men. The new-tumbling mill (7 x 12 i'e'et) is produelng "~riousl;v 
rQunded '·pebbles Jt from the eru$hed rnarbleil These 'Vary from 1/2 to 1, .. 1/2 inches 
in diam$ter and have d.ifferent sbapes'. 'rhi,s mat-erial ' is · used in prefabricated 
vfalls foIt ouild1ng$:" eto. {Fha Mpebbla:stfare (lamented into wall pal1$ls whioh 
$O~et.:lrn. e,s. are ... .. ~~und .. . to .. a .. · ~mooth .... surr. as. Q. e.' a.nd POlish ... ed.·· •... O .. t:.h.el?' .llJ.,.arb.le.:. is, ... gl1'cund 
and sized to 'fa inch and 'Used. for terrazzo. The £avo:lt'edcolo!'s .for this 
pu.:rPQ$$ are White " gray and salmQn pink. . A minor aritount of themarbl$ ora shed 
to 1/2 '(,0. l1uoh anc1 us~d tor rOQloovarings.This material,. doe$ not 8el1 
for et1,Qugh t.o mak'$ it rno¥,@ than an even br~ak, atd its making will. be dieoontinllod. 
for the pre$ent.. F,ete~$o,n said pre$~nt s.hipments,,! all o.l~~l$;$$ofrQQk: amounted 
to 100 to 110 tOrl6lpe;,:r week. ¥1$ liSaid that U.S. Mttrble OQ. had le:aada portion 
of the Br14¢k$ll Ola,ltn$t Which Qd,join the.Mi¢k.~DQn,a,ldgretlp on thEl welt~nd 'are 
in the '~$t mO$t. .o\l'lier of marble. . A. ~;id na~ been made tQ $u~,11 ~OOQton$ 
of tlbll£t~ (salmon pink) l'ntarble ~hip$ fer a.la~g~ building in to,s Angeles . 
Petersortfe.lt. sure t1\8.\ they would S&<Jure tbe job. It $O,. a larg6l $upp11 of the 
t1but.tit nile been owene~~ at the B,ta()ken lOc'allty. U-.s. Ma.rble will alsp 
eX$;m:ine the- Edkral' $ O'uUswhich apf)'eap toha.:Ve QQ!lS)idEi;rallle Hiilhl te 'I and nbuft tI 
marble. A l~.rge"$e"e of root\,;"al.ze 'White r!l~rbl~ is £!JQOk0d and lfill be 
r~rt1rt to terrazzo $ite. 

D$l P$iter$ons'Cated that ht$0<:mlp~ny is aeeking additioflCitl X"e$~'r'\res of ~hit$ $\nd; 
butt rnarbl0. fie was re£err~dto Mrs . Mtua ICkel$ a.nEl Ha:rJ?1 Hi<lko They also 
l.iant $. $otU:ce Qf opaque. white quart~.piIr$. Eake.le has a (ionsidarabl6) blQwou\ 
ofsuoh quart~on two of th~ Ri() 0:$1 !.(onteol~t1m$ ,t !rilles $cuthof Salom$. . 
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SUBJECT: Field Visit, White Marble Group 

DATE: January 24, 1986 

ENGINEER: Ken Phillips 

In the company of Tim Whitney of Murco Wall Products of Buckeye a visit 
was made to the White Marble Mine (White Marble Group - file), La Paz 
County. Samples of white marble were taken by Mr. Whitney for testing 
to determine if the marble could be ground to make white filler for wall 
board products. At this property occurrences of marble and partially 
marbleized limestone outcrop and have been developed on both sides of a 
canyon in the W! Sec 9, T5N RllW. Although hard to tell, it appears that 
the marble-limestone strikes E-W and dips gently to the north. Many (10 
- 15) pits have been excavated on both sides of the canyon, mostly in white 
marble. Some marble is pink in narrow bands (1-6 inch) separated by thin 
stringers of chlorite (?) schist. In some pits the green stringers of 
chlorite add an attractive banded appearance to the marble. The marble 
is more crystalline near intrusives and is locally cut by diabase dikes. 
Some pits appear to have been worked out while others are only developed. 
Evidence of a small amount of recent production is apparent in the form 
of wheeled loader tracks. Claim groups named Marble Mine, White Marble 
and Amb~ are all evident on the ground. Locators of the groups were Sun 
Landscaping and Stanley and Emily Novak. A telephone check with the La 
Paz County Recorder indicated that only the White Marble 1-12 group of 
claims had assessment work for the 1985 year recorded. They are held in 
the names of Stanley and Emily Novak, 7050 Grand Avenue, Glendale, Arizona 
85301. The address of Sun Landscaping is POBox 1146, Black Canyon Stage 
I, Phoenix, Arizona 85029, phone 869-6700. The millsite on the south side 
of Highway 60, 5 miles east of Wenden where Superior Companies used to 
have their marble processing yard is occupied by an older small house 
trailer, numerous dogs and some broken down trucks. The occupants were 
not there at the time of our visit. 
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DEPARTMENT OF MINE'RAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

D~e February 1, 196~ 

District Harquabala rItns. Dis t., Yuma Co. Engineer LeHis A. Smith 

Subject: l',': ine visit with Charles Dunning. 

; , .. . 

Location: In the central-1,\Test portion of the Harquahala mountains (approxi mately 
Sec. 17, T. 5 N., R. 11 W). 

Access: rrrave 1 20 mile s west from Aguila or 5 mi les east of \!,Jenden on Hi ghway 60-70, 
thence s outh L~ miles by dirt road. The marble sizing plant is about 100 yards south 
of this road junction. 

Property: 4 claims 
1 

Ovmer: Alton Powell, Aguila, Arizona. 
/ 

Lessees: U. S. l·larble Corp. (largely composed of Elizabeth Schroeder, 1240 E. Broadway, 
Glendale, California and De14 Petersen, P. O. Box 68, Aguila). Del' Petersen (vJho mms 
control of the corporation) is in charge of operations. (Tel. 685-2264). 

J'iIineral: ~'.Jhite marble 

~vork: (1) The mt ll, as nm'l[ being erected, consists of a dump,ing ramp up to a retaining 
wall 15 feet high which butts aga i nst a storage bin. The marble is fed to a 24 x 36 
foot Kue-Ken jaTtT crusher vvll ich takes a feed of 21 inches and yields a product of 5 
inches in diameter. The 5 inch material vvill be screened to remove undersize . and liV' ill 
then be routed to a 12 x 36 Pioneer javJ crusher which lj·;rill discharge ~.inch material 
directly into a set of Pioneer rolls (22 inches -vJide and ho inches in d.iameter) which 
1rill crush to about 3/8 inch and less. (Three-eighth inch material is about terrazzo 
size.) The crushed material 1vill go to a bucket elevator. (Buckets are 12 inches long 
and 6 inches ,;,,'ide at the top.) The eleva.tor is about 20 feet high. This elevator 
picks up the crushed rnaterial from a feed bin f illed by a 14 inch conveyor belt from 
the rolls. The bucket elevator discharges to a feed hopper li-T hich in turn feeds a 
series of h s creens ranging from 3/e -inch mesh to 1/32-inch mesh. Each screen dis­
charges into a [I.-compartment bin, each c omportment of InDich stores a different screen 
product. The bin compartments are L. x e fe et, as are the screen dimensi ons. The 
screen products are then bagged for shipment by bag feeders. The principal products 
are f or roofing cover, terrazzo, and mural construction. Coarse rock TrJill also be 
s hipped for ornamental use. IJJr. Petersen stat e d that he is planning t o eventually 
install a tumbling machine t o make varied s haped pebbles for fish b owls. A f ish 
b m'ITl uses aJ~i out 1-2 pounds of th ese tumbled pebbles. The major uses 1;\1'ill mostly 
consume white ma.rble. The Dlan t capaci t v 1.rrll b e about 250 TPD a.nd t he -vmrk force 
will total 3-4 men per day .- ..,. 

1.1] ine: (2) The mine is close to 4 mtles south of the sizin g plant in the Harquahala 
range. The road is mo,stly s traight and of flat grade except for about 1/2 mi le at the 
mine area. 

,several large bulldozer cuts have been made i n the marble area wbich D011]' Govers about 
1000 x 700 f eet. These cuts ext end about 150 f eet in Vertical elevation and t here 
are 1..1,- 5 principal ones. The uppermost ClJ.t t o t he southeast, is about ISO-f e et or more 



hhi te 1'1"a1'b16 Gr ou p ( continued ) 

long , 15 feet 1,ric1e, and at the center is approx imately 12-1.3 feet de ep , tapering 
towa r d tl1e tv.JO ends. Tl-lis cut is in the more argi llaceous phase of t he limestone 
series. TvJO dikes of diabase essentially vertical, l-JEre cut, the first near 
the n orthend sends out si lIs in between t he limestone beds like branches of a 
tree for as much as 50 feet. The 1rJider dike is about 4-5 feet 1~ride and extrudes 
s i lls that taper a1-Jay f rom the dike from 6" t hick to 1/16 11 at t be ends. The se 
s i lls in one place ex tend out f or at least 20 feet. The lime s t one has been s omev,rhat 
2.1 tered near to the diabase and for a feH f eet a~Tay fr om the dike, and is s a l mon 
lJ ink in co lor. . This dike c ontinue s to the SE an_ d to tbe lJE as f ar as c ou Id be 
seen. Dee per dOvJn i n the marbleized lower lime s tone, these t~TO dikes persist, but 
t he s i lls are less evident, often not being present, and t he dikes assumed t vJO 
well defined 1l17alls. The north dike c Jntains sorn.e pyritic miner a.lization. (It was 
sugge sted tha.t this be assa;yed. for gold.) The southernmos t of the t, -t,JO dikes is 
narr01tJ" (1-2 f eet), has distinct w-alls, and seems to have had no metamorphic eff ect 
of c C) I1sequence upon the lime stone. To t he s outh of the cut about 50-75 feet a 
,strong dike of diori te (?) Hhich roughly parallels the diabase dikes to the nor,th, 
is persistant and straight. It appears to have entered along a NH trending fau lt 
or shear. The dike mater ial will have to be sorted out. 

The middle stripped area is 50-60 feet below the upper one. A roughly triangular 
area several hundred feet in ma.ximum cl imens i on has been cut d01-m as much as 15 feet. 
Two ba.nds of mar bleized ma terial of good grade ~lere uncovered, one near the northern 
extremity and one on the s outh border not far from the di:orite ( '7 ) dike. IV(uch of 
the argillaceous limestone stripped in this area, has been variably marbleized. 
This argillaceous limestone appears to be more t hinly banded and in places it is 
closely folded by local rolls or folds. These could have been affiliated with 
thrusting. Bands or lenses of clay-like material a r e common between the limestone 
beds. 

Underlying the argillaceous marble or limestone is a. zone a few feet tbick of mixed 
clay-like material v,rh ich is brov.ffi or yellovJish brown. Th.is could be either an un­
conformity or a possible gouge zone caused by movement along the contact attendant 
to thrusting slippage. This zone is variable in thickness. 

Belm"r the fl gouge ll or "contact" zone is the 10v-Ier marble, or "pay" marble. This is 
comple tely marbleized to a very fine grained, partly translucent rock and is excellent 
marble for terrazzo, roof coverings, etc. According to }:Ir. Petersen, hi s drill 
holes i ndicat e tha.t t bis better marble is from 25 to 35 feet t hick and has been ex­
posed or indicated over a length of about 200 feet and a -h'idth of around 150 feet. 
A strong nearly NS fault cuts across the Irlarble area and appears to have dropped 
t he marble several tens of feet and to have moved the 1~est side toward the south 
for an undetermined distance. The developing area lies in a basinlike depression, 
which topographically is relatively flat compared vJith the area around it. An 
area 7S feet vTide and 150 f eet long has be en stri pped to the marble. Some of the 
marble in the cany on vIb ich cuts throu gh the v.rest 1/3 of the marble area, is covered 
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',';'h its Ii~8.TblE: G-roup (c :.:mtinued) 

by as mucb as IS feet of strea rr. f'.: ravel ,,J :ich will have to be stripped. The more 
workable marble area is bordered by shear faults on the S'~\r and NE sides and by a 
normal fault on the SEe These appear to fit into the major shear p2.ttern '\tIThich 
appears to be characteristic of the entire Harquaha.la range. This pattern trends 
lTv,T and t he individual shear fa1..1 1ts are roughly pa,rallel.8heeti.ng especially 
evident in the marble betlJeen the shear faults is intimate and parallel to these 
shear fau1 ts. The mar bleized limestone appears to overlie quartzite or intensely 
silicified limestone which in turn is underlain by gneissic granite. The gneiss 
and quartzite (?) in one place, appear to overlie the lim~stones. Whether this 
is due to a reverse fault or t.o a revel ~e fa~.~ 1.~ to a large' overturn fold could 
not be determined witbout regional detailed mapping of' dips and strikes. Time of 
course did not permit t his. HO\rirever, overthrus ting or reVErse faulting has been 
suspected in the Harquahala mountins for s ()me time. The available dips in the 
local area are comp licated by the juggling of blocks by' the shearing and other 
faults. In general the dips of the limestone beds to the southeast are generally 
flatter than t hose to the northwest. They steepen appreciably next to the major 
fault which parallels the main canyon. This could be ca'Used by drag or overturn 

. folding. 

To the south of the stripped, area, about I/h mile in another s be ar-fault block, is 
a considerable t hickness of colored marble (salmon pink to red, or red-bro-vm). 
This is believed to be useful for ornamental stone. It has not been prospected to 
date. Simi.lar colorings are in the limestone and marble next to the diabase dikes. 

The regional strike of the sediments seems to be NE and the very general dip from 
25 to 50 degrees to1",rard the south or s()utheast. The dips, however, vary greatly 
according to the shear-fault block in which they lie. It is this lack of dip 
consistency that makes it difficult to say Hhether the folding is local or is an 
overthrust. Local tight folds appear in tlrW of the cuts and their axes seem to be 
transverse to the larger folding. 

l'Ir. Petersen stated. that he loJaS sure the area had been flown and photographed and 
that he "(,vou.ld get co pies of these photos for our study later on. It appears that the 
shear faulting has given rise to the he.ll<: of the stream positioning in tbe range. 
In the immediate area the streams certai.n ly follo'wed faults. 

The reserves irrrrnediate l y available are figured by Petersen to be about 25, 000 tons, 
but the area now being developed appears to have 3 to 1+ times that amount in pro­
bable reserves. Some of the upper li.mestone beds are sufficiently marbleized to 
have use as bui.ldo':_ng stone. These reserves are figured in an area of re2.sonable 
stripping ratio. 
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DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 

STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

iAlton Powell (White Marble Group) 
Mine ~~~$. CLAIHS Date 9-8-61 

District HARQUAH.ALA, YUIJIA CO. Engineer Lewis A. Smith 

Subject: Interview with ~~ (Aguila) 
Alton Powell 

Property: L. Claim.s. 

Hiner al: '· Harble. 
Alton Powell 

OvIner: i ~~ Aguila 

Lessee: fIrS. Elizabeth Schroader, 1240 E. Broadway, Glendale California 
and ~ R.alph IJaw, Aguila. 

Location: 17 miles south of Aguila, along the Naricopa line in Yuma Co. 

Production: 12 tons shipped to California in August, for ornamental stone. 



ALTON PO~'V1ELL CLAIMS (Whi te Marble Group) January 5, 1962 

Harquahala Dist., Yuma Co. LEv~lIS A. SHITH 
P.T. Evans 
Box 935, Aguila (Sahuaro Motel) 

Interviev-l vJith "Flip!' Evans (vJho i s \iwrking there). 

Evans stated that t he claims are l eased by ~~rs. Elizabeth Schroeder, 1240 E. 
Broad1vay, Glendale , California, who operates the We 8.t herock Co. in Glendale. 
~ company waS~£2~ed 1l\jit~1 S?rt1€ Glend~le people to opera~€ the marble quarry. 
lilTs. Schroeder 1S the prlncl.pal stocKholder.s The U. S; harble Corp. has an 
office at the Laurene Apts. in Aguila. 

Evans is stripping the overburden. The 1esfors are installing bins, screens 
and a crusher and plan to crush the marble / terrazzo and roof cover. Some 
marble was being shipped to Glendale during the last half of January. Three 
sizes 1~11 probably be made. 

3 men are l'ITorking at the quarry and 4 at the crusher site. 

The marble is somewhat shattered and it is not ID ~v believed that it could be 
cut into saY\T blocks. The reserve is good, hmvever. It has several color 
patterns, including red, gray , v.rhite, blackgray and green. 



'rlHITE MARBLE GROUP YUMA COUNTY 
HARQUAHALA MTNS. DI8T. 

Harch 14, 1962 - Learned at Aguila that the net-Tly launched U.S.Harble Corp. 
operations are continuing satisfactorily. 

TRAVIS P~ ; LANE - Weekly Report - March 17 t 1962 
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DEPARTMENT OF MINE'RAL RESOURCES 

STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Mine Al ton Powell Claims (vfni te Marble Group) Date 

District Harquahala District, Yuma County Engineer 

May U, 1962 

Lewis A. 8mi th 

Subject: Mine and mill visit and interviews with Alton POl-lell and Ken Peterson, May h, 1962. 

Considerable work has been done at the quarry since the last visit. The lower cut is 
now established with a working vertical face 30 feet deep, 70 feet wide, and about 
100 feet long. In this cut the marble is egg white, dense, and opaque (slightly trans­
lucent in thin slaps). It is cut by two narrow (2-2-1/2 feet wide) vertical diabase 
dikes which are about 20 feet apart. These broke the marble in a narrow banW on both 
sides, but exerted no important contact metamorphic action. The area about 200 feet to 
the northwest and across the canyon from this cut has been opened (at the same elevation) 
by a bulldozer cut 130 feet long and up to 30 feet deep in the middle. This shows 
similar white marble to that found in the opposite cut. Drilling indicates that the 
marble exposed by both cuts will average nearly 50 feet in thickness. Above, and 
south~t and east of the first cut, stripping has exposed white marble which occupies 
an area 100 feet wide and roughly 200 feet long. As stated, in a previous report, this 
is overlain by a pink marble bed, of undetermined average thickness, but which is at 
least 30 feet thick. A portion of the upper hill area, and above the pink marble, 
contains light gray marble. 

Farther up the canyon, several cuts have been, or are now being, made. All of these show 
good marble. 

-tJ~e 'sDufJ,(4Sf I 

Apparently, the marble beds have been stepped upA~n successive steps by transverse shear 
faults of small throws. The area now being developed is triangular in shape and apexes 
to the south. The base to the north is roughly 600-650 feet long 'and a line perpendicular 
to the base would approximate 1500 feet. The tri.aI1gle would be somewhat oblique in shape. 
One cut near the upper or apex end contains mottled green and pink marble. 

The mill is running steadily and is producing 3 products as follows:-

(a) 1/4-3/8 inch used for terrazzo. 
(b) 1/2-3/4 If " If roof cover and chat. 
(c) l" to 411 (tumbled) for mosaic panels for building siding. 

The production for the next month will be confined to (a) & (c). The roof cover and chat 
does no more than break even, but is marketed in small amounts. The market for mosaic 
panels is excellent and it is anticipated that 600 tons a month will be sold. 

Future plans call for the installation of a long wire saw, using sand for an abrasive, 
which will be utilized to cut saw-blocks of various sizes. These, as now used in some 
other quarries, can make a cut 100 feet long and up to 75-100 feet in depth across a 
deposit, once a straight working face is established. This cut can be made at suitable 
distances parallel to the working face. Block holing with drills between the working 
face and the cut can split out blocks of desired size. According to Peterson, blocks 
from a few feet wide up to 50 feet wide can be split out. This is far more economical 
than only block drilling. A market for saw-blocked white marble is said to be rapidly 
developing in the Los Angeles area. The colored marbles have, as yet, a limited market. 
Peterson said they were shipping over 100 tons of Terrazzo size, weeklyo 
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D~r'ARTMENT OF ,MINERAL RESOUR\,j.E:S 

Mine \ White Ivlarble Group 

District Harquahala Dist., Yuma Co. 

STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Date 

Engineer 

Subject: Interview with J.O. Holt - 11-22-60 

Pro,..perty: 10 claims 

Location: T 5 N, R 11 W, S 30, T 5 N, R 12 W, S 25 

Owners: \ Alton Povrell et aI, Aguila 

November 22, 19{frO 

Lewis A. Smith 

" 
-.' » .... 

Lessee: '''J.O. Holt,J10untain Pass Richfield Station (new Hancock Oil Co.) Salome 

Hinerals: ... Narble and dolomitic limestone. 

Work: lrJork was done on the road south from Wenden. (This road takes off of 60-70, 
5 miles east of Wenden and extends 7-8- miles southward.) A cut, JO' deep at the face 
and 70' long, has created a working face. 

Geology: The property is in a mass of limestone and marble which apparently has been 
thrust over Pre-Cambrian gneiss. The thrust moved from south to north. The contact 
dips about 50-60 degrees to the southeast, whereas the marble bedding dips about 20 
degrees to the northeast, and has a general str~ke of about N400 W. The marble 
appears to be more dolomitic in the lowest beds '~ The irregular fault contact is 
bordered on the east by schist and on the north and west by granite gneiss. To the 
southeast, .5-7miles, two small outliers stick up through the alluvial deposits. 

The ITBrble has thin bedding near the top at the section but this bedding thickens 
rapidly with depth in the section. 

lIir. Holt plans to ship sawblocks (roughdrilled blocks 5 x .5 x 6 feet), rubble, crushed 
material for terrazzo and tile manufacture. The principal colors are white, buff, 
red, browns and local greens. The sizes of crushed material range from 1/8 inch to 
7/8 inch in the crushed types. Nost of the sawblocks will be cut in California, into 
slabs, blocks and odd shapes. Rubble is sold f. o. b. mine for $;12-16 per ton. Crushed 
marble runs from $12 to ;~j2.5 f. o. b. mine. Sawblocks run considerably higher. 

IVJ,r. Holt will pay a royalty of 50 cents per ton on terrazzo and crushed marble plus 
5% royalty on the more valuable blocks. 



WHITE BLUFF MARBLE YUMA COUNTY 

Visited WHITE BLUFF MA.RBLE deposit 22 miles southwest of Aguila. It 
is owned by Alton~~ R. Powell and his sister t.Tulia. The property TIS .It 

interesting for the "terrazzo" quality of its white crystalline marble o 

TRAVIS P. LANE - Weekly Report - 2-18-61 
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..... ) ) 
D ... ARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOL_ .':ES 

State of Arizona 
MINE OWNER'S REPORT 

Date ........... J~~~~~!"J~~~ ... ~.2 •• 1~.~~ ........... . 

Mine: .......... ~~~ .. ~Q:q~~J.:~ .................................................... ~ .. ~ ...................................................... . 

Location: Sr: .... 9........ T wp ..... ? ... N.. Range.H .. w. ... ~ia~t fg~~.tY..~ .~.:.i.z.oj1t}.tl,<[)i stance ............. .. 

Direction . .w.9J .. Ag\1JJ~_ Nearest R.R .. ......... ~.f;~.f;.:t..QD. .. ~:v.~ ........................ """""" Distance .. 5 .. ID.i..N .. of 
property 

Road Conditions ......... . ~ .. P-QQ;t; .. ,;Q~~~ .. Q.ff .. t;bg.J.Il~j.n .. h~gl1w?:y. .. 5.Jl}j.J.~~ .. tQ .. ro;l.n~ ......................... . 

3. Mining District and ~ounty : .............. Har~JJ.Slha,la .. in .. Xmo~ .. Q~nlnty. ............................ ..................... . 

4. Former Name of Mine : ............................................................................................................................. . 
I' 

S. O'wner : .......... ! ... ~~~~~ .. ~.! .. ~~g ..... ....................................................................................................... . 
Address: .......................... ?~~ .. W.~ .. ?~~~~~ .. ~ .. ?h~~~;~ ......................................................................... . 

6. Operator : .................... .. ....................... ............... .. .................... ............................................................. . .. 

Address : ............................ ... ................................................................................................................... . 

7. Principal Minerals : .............. l1.m~ .. ~ .. ~'tp.l~ ......................................................................................... .. 

8. Number of Claims: Lode ......... ................... Patented ............................ Unpatented ............ .. .............. .. 

Placer ........ ~ .................. Patented .......................... .. Unpatented .......... ~ ... .. ...... . 

9. Type of Surrounding Terrain : ............ M!;Hlnt?:1:nQus ............................................................. ~ .................. . 

10. Geology and Mineralization : .................................................................................................................... . 

11. Di~ens!on and Value of Ore Body : ................... ..... .................. ......... ..... .................................... .. .......... . 

Please give as complete information as possible and attach copies of engineer's reports, shipment returns, 
maps, etc. if you wish to have them available in this Department's files for inspection by prospective leasors 
or buyers. 

(over) 



I 

/ , . 

12. Ore "Blocked Out" or "II, ..)ight" :........................... .. ........ .... .......................... ... .... ........................... ...... ' 

............... .. .. ---- ........ _---- ................. _--------- ... _-_ .... __ ..................... -...... _----------- ---_ .. ............... -- .......... _-_ .. __ ...... ----_ .... _ .... ----- -----_ .... _- ----- ........ _---_ .......... --- ........ __ ... -....... .. 

Ore Prob'able : .................. ..... ..... ................ ........ ...... ................... ............ ............ ....... ....................... ....... . 

13. Mine Workings-Amount and Condition : .............................................................................................. . 

No. Feet Condition 

Shafts ............ ..... ...... ..... ... ....................................... .............. .................... ..... .......................................................... . 

R' alses ................ ............... ....................................................................................................................................... . 

Tunnels .......... ............ .. .. ... ....... .. ............................................................................................................................. . 

Crosscuts ........................ ............................................................................................................................... .......... . 

Stopes ........ ................... ... . __ ..................................................................................................................................... .. 

14. Water Su,pply: ..... .... ........ ... __ .......... __ ........................................ -'-....... ~ .............. __ .... .. __ ...................... ...... .. . 

.......... .. ... ..... _ ....... -.p- .... -... _ ....... _ ... -........ _ ...... _ .. -.. _ .. _ .. --_ .................................... -................... _ .. -_ ............ -- -- .......... _ .... -_ .............. -...... _ ...... _ ......... -_ ......... -_ ................. -_ .. -.. -....... -_ .......... --- .. _ ........... -...... _-_ .. 

15. Brief History: ...................... __ ....................................... :· ........... : ............ .......... ____ ....................................... . 

16. Remarks : ....... .. ................................................... _ .............. .. ............................................................. -- ..... . 

17. I f Property for Sale, List Approximate Price and Terms : ... .. ..... ~~~~~.Q.Q.Q ... ~g .. J?~ .. P.-.~g~.t.~~.~.~.~ .......... . 

\ .... ~. 

..................... .. ... .... ~ .................... ~ ........... -r·il······· .... .................. .. ............................................. ......................... . 
18. Signature:.·.V"- .... ': ...... , ...... ~ .. : ................................................ .. ......... .......... .......... . 
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AR TESTING LAB 0 ~ A TO' R IE S 

PHONE ALpine 3-6272 817 WEST MADISON P. O. BOX 1888 PHOENIX 

For: Date: 

Lab. No.: 

Sample : Marked: 

Received: 

Submitted by: 

Report of Laboratory Tests 

Respectfully submitted, .:If ) 

~~ N.A. TES~vDl~. ·" . ~~ .. O: .~R. IES 
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WHITE MARBLE GROUP YUMA 

Went to Aguila and talked to Alton Powell who said there was no 
activity in the area but that he was dickering with two companies 
to take over the marble quarries Superior Companies had abandoned recently. 
aN WR 8 /17 /76 

JHJ MEMO 3/26/79 - Sun Landscaping and Supply has started 
operations at the mines and plant formerly operated by Superior 
Company, approximately six miles east of Wenden. This would be 
in the files as the White Marble Group. A Mr. Leslie Madison is 
the owner of the company. Offices are located at 6516 Grand Avenue, 
Phoenix. He also operates a Madison Granite Company. _, A small 
ore bin and ball mill was noted. Questioning one of the wo-rkers 
revealed plans to run some rna terial from th e washes and from the __ 

, ""'Y' '- ; 
Eagle Tail (Mountains or Group). 5/2/79 a. p. 

lrl _ ~.) 
KAP WR 1/29/82 Duncan Ogden of Vermont Stone and M~nerals, Ltd. Landgrove, 
Londonderry, Vermont, 05184, phone (802) 824-3850, reported they have 
drilled Wenden Marble property to analyze the deposit for size and 
suitability for industrial uses. The results were not mentioned. I believe (?~ 
that this is the same property as the White Marble Group. 

KAP WR 1/24/86: In the company of Tim Whitney of Murco Wall Products, 
visit was made to the White Marble Group (file) La Paz County. A 
field visit report has been written. 
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1j1/h'vle. 1"It2//Jk · ~J., • v · . . "" c ' 

Mr . ·:Dal r'etersen. 
Agu1l.~:t A :" ~ . 

Feb 2" 1062 . " 

Deu- ~r. F -ter a -" JtIi!l r" 

J.:CqJ w , pleasure to lnak a new v1s~.t 
"ester ~a: to your " .1)bJf ized lim atone 10 08it '.n th , iarquu-
ha.la.~ . a rd t·· e<."s t h ho.:ag you flUr tvrought since " 
ex itt ~1~t t~ lon 0.1" 0. XC' or" .. nac' e las tie l" in ..• 

de.t1nate 
de o~t. 
d:rJ.ll i 16 
l~t$kea 

V1 n1y OW"l ": . ·!.l:~c . he fU"l It ,;rst 'fil laenEn-nee tb elr ~. eto.n of 
a ' 1. '. Tl 0 ," is nO. mu in f 1\1 t -:.$ the baGl~ on . Th r bltw .. 'e 
:minQr fa., _lt$ .. In b t '4e~n t e rl.b 1$'U ba'Jl& blQclr.~ of!8.~bv.r~, ze( . 
11n10 ."1b f.;h mayor lfJi):;r ',llot 'be con:~ o:t~lna 1e WI th it n ~ 1~hb ~!.nr; 
blo«( f . 

Io"~~ov .;,r~ . r'ome 0 I thaseblo'cka &!loulc 1.' 1'1) j. 

For ,-0 t' "1 ese it. opel" tiofJ" I ~VO\l.ld sp~c1 1.ly 
' bere lOU. .la.ve .:;..lr , d:y . pe " a '- up a11.d (', eS ..,1''lo. t 
tonnage ,., I belie 0 you will find it much mor 
pp ~ ars ' t pr·se t . 

t lar ~a to n?.. ge 5 . ' 
l l e eommn(l t e bJ oclt 
d eJ. c ef lnate 
xtens :t. e than 

I f tlH.lre- ~ l:e especi.t;,lly" 1~( 10 qual.t. ties a-~ peal n ~ 
of the other look ,. tl '1 , of couraG ,t ·,houl b explore 
vIew to ' :prOln.p I pl-'o.duet -~.on ., evan bef'or a (' lao.r~r 
the ave'v 11 $ '-tua t i on (~a.n ,e Qbte. ~ned ~ 

Yours Ve1.lY J- r uly ,. 
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WHITE MARBLE GROUP YUMA COUNTY 

Interview with Bill Winters, supt. of Wenden Plant 

This plant produces marble chips of several colors for terrazzo, graded white quartz 
for exposed aggregate, and perlite for exposed aggregate. Their principal product 
is the crushed and sized marble for terrazzo floor and tiles. They produce all of their 
products from several quarries which they operate themselves. They have a mining crew 
that moves from one quarry to another as orders for particular types of stone come in. 
Their biggest problem is in sorting the quarry products to maintain uniformity of 
color. 

Twelve men are employed in all, at quarries and plant • . 
Robert Fo Playter, Field Engineer 10-10-67 

Active Mine List April 196\7 - 9 men 
Active Mine List Novo 1967 - 12 men 

The UoS. Marble Corp. mine in the Harquahala Mts. east of Salome has been operating 
intermittently with , five men. CLH QR 4-1968 

Active Mine List April 1968 - 5 men 

Visited U.S. Marble Planto Visited with Bill Winters, office manager, who said operations 
were normal. FTJ WR 6-14-68 

Active Mine List Oct. 1968 - 7 men 

Visited U.S. Marble Plant near Wenden. 
over the plant and the Powell claims. 
FTJ WR 4-4-69 

Fisher Enterprises, Inc. of Phoenix, has taken 
Bob Ma~ock is manager, Box 147, Wenden 85357 

Active Mine List April 1969 - 6 men - Robert Matock, Mgr. 
Active Mine List Oct. 1969 - 12 men 

Visited Fisher Marble plant - gate closed and lockedo FTJ WR 2-13-70 

Active Mine List May 1970 - Robert Matock, Mgro 

Visited Robert Matock, Mgr. for Fisher Enterprises (White Marble) east of Wendeno He says 
they crush and screen various colored rock for terrazzo. He has 6 men working. GW WR 6-12-70 

Saw Mr. Matock of Fisher Enterprises at Wendeno He still has 6 men producing terrazzo rock o 
GW WR 10-16-70 

Active Mine List Octo 1970 - 6 men 

Robert Matock, Supt. of Fisher Enterprises at Wenden, says last month was their best for 
sometime. The rolls were temporarily down for repairo He has the usual 6-8 men employed. 
GW WR 2 -12 -71 



~HITE MARB~E GROUP YUMA COUNTY 

Del Peterson, U.So Marble Corp., called to, say that an assay of the gossan he brought 
in last week showed 0.035 to ~.5 percent copper, 0.3 ounces of silver and 0.01 ounces of 
gold. He said that the mineralized zone lies under diabase that dips 300 to 45 0 and is 
in a1tered ' granodiorite or quartz diorite porphyry. The gossan zone was traced over 2 
miles in length along the diabase and up to 1000 ft. wide. The grade decreases in 
proportion to the distance away from the diabase. Some of the iron oxides are of 
sulphide derivation and some appeared to have been transported from elsewhere. Both Ted 
and I recommended a geophysical test be run first, to determine how much of the iron 
might be sulphide in depth. LAS WR 9-30-66 

Visit and conference with Del Peterson at Salome 

According to Peterson orders to 1000 tons for October is keeping everybody busy. During 
the third quarter 650-750 tons per month. Most of this was quartz and marble chips 
(3/8 inch) that is marketed in Phoenix, Texas and California. 10 men are working. No 
marble is now being bought from the White Castle Claims in Bloody Basin (Edwards Bros. 
Trucking Co., Phoenix) or from Hans Christofferson of Aguila • . In the latter case U.S. 
Marble has developed some reserves of the two colors themselves. Orders for the immediate 
future deliveries sometimes more than the plant will handle at that time. 
Memo LAS 10-11-66 

Visit and conference 

UoSo Marble currently is producing about 300-400 tons per month of terrazzo chips and 
quartz, or perlite chips for wall pane1so The slump seems to have begun about 6 weeks 
ago. Considerable sized black perlite is stocked for ' a high rise building in Los Angeles. 
This is paid for and will be delivered when the steel rises high enough to permit the 
side panels to be placed. This represents only a portion of the total amount to be 
delivered. The past week, however, four cars (60 tons) were on order. 

The manganese venture at Sunshine Mine near Bouse was not successful due to a miscalculation 
as to ore grade. It was believed that the ore would run 10 percent manganese, but it 
mined only at 5 percent. LAS Memo 6-13-67 

Telephone conversation with Del Peterson '7/--1/5 FIt.F-

Mr. Peterson stated that the marble-quartz busines~tinues about normal. 
present employing 12 men in the quarry and plant. 

[The ~an anese 0 a' at the Sunshine mine near Bouse has been abandoned~ 
~mo Robert F. P1ayter 10-9-67 

They are at 



Mailed 3-2-67 Del Peterson 
no reply 

U. S. MARBLE CORP. 
2101 E. Jackson - Phoenix office - 252-5803 

Filed 3-21-67 

YUMA COUNTY 
Ellsworth District 

Plant visit and conference with Del Peterson and Bill Winters, foreman, at 
the Wenden Planto 

Winters reported that buying had been "hand to mouth" but very steadily spread out so 
that the plant was continuously running with 8 to 10 men on an average. 

Mesa Precast Coo, which makes precast wall panels, etc., at 5301 E. Washington, 273-1572, 
has been a very good customer of late. The past 14 days resulted in sale of 250 or more tons 
of marble and considerable quartz. 

Monthly production ranges from 400 to 500 tons of marble and sometimes 350 to 400 tons 
of quartzo The orders come mainly from California and Texas in addition to Phoenix 
and Tucson. 

At present some fines, 100 mesh, are largely being stored, but some are going to the 
cattle feeding industry. Otherwise the material ranges from 3/8 inch to 2 or 3 inches. 

A brown vitrophyric rhyolite is to be used as in outside wall panel veneers on the 
high-rise Crocker Citizens Bank Building in Los Angeles. This is a very pretty stone 
and the tonnage required is substantial. 

Memo LAS 2-21-67 



U. S. MARBLE CORP. MILL YUMA COUNTY 

Visit with Del Peterson 

Shipments of terrazzo chips and sized quartz amounted to 350 tons in January. Work is 
now starting on an order for 500 tons of quartz and 250 tons of terrazzo chips. Peterson 
said he was mining some brown marble from Vernon Law's claims and was getting small lots 
from Hans Christofferson of Aguila who has claims adjoining the Mick-Donald Group, on 
the north. The terrazzo chips are mainly being shipped in various colors (12 in all). 
The contract with the Brackens has been stopped. 12 men are employed. 
LAS Memo 2-9-65 

Visit and conference with Del Peterson and William Winters 

Del Peterson said that orders for quartz and marble were running 15 percent more than in 
1964, or about 600 tons per month. The principal market for quartz is for white and 
"honey" yellow, both of which occur at the Octave pit. However, the supply of pure 
white opaque quartz is limited and other sources are being sought. The marble is going 
into terrazzo chips (various colors) and white marble is also in short supply. Some 
white marble is being obtained from Bloody Basin (Edwards) under an agreement whereby 
U.S. Marble Corp. mines the marble and Edwards hauls it to the U.S. Marble Mill near 
Wenden for processing. Each gets ~ of the return. "This marble is 8-12 feet thick but in 
places only 6-7 feet thick. Much of the marble and quartz is now being shipped by rail 
at $6.50 to $7.00 per ton to the Los Angeles area. Some is now being shipped to Texas, 
with $12.00 freight rate. However, the freight is being paid by the , buyer, U.S. Marble's 
price being FOB Wenden. Some 2~ inch material is being shipped also for rough panel(wall) 
manufacture. The truck haul is more expensive to both California and Texaso 
Memo LAS 6-8-65 

Visit with Del Peterson, 2-9-66 

U.S. Marble Corp. has established offices in Phoenix at 2101 E. Jackson (252-5803). 
They are now shipping considerable terrazzo chips to Fritz Chemical Co., 500 Sam Houston 
Road, Mesquite, Texas, P.O. Box 18087, Dallas, Texas. This company manufactures tile 
that is ~ inch thick and 11 31/32 inches square. They use several chip co10rso Other 
large buyers include United Terrazzo Co., 16005 Phoebe Aveo) La Mirada, Los Angeles. 
This Company acts as the California broker for U.S. Marble Corp. 

Some of the trade colors include Sunflower yellow (supplied by Hans Christofferson) 
Desert Black (from Ralph T. Laws mine), Royal Bottochino (from Alton Powell Claims 15 miles 
south of Salome), Mint Green, Royal Brown and White (White Marble Group), Texas Rose 
(Alton Powell claims), San Saba Red (Townsend Quarry near Bouse) Snow White (Edwards 
Bloody Basin Quarry) 0 The U.S. Marb~e has made these up into sample squares that are 
cemented by resins and No o 10 white fines from Georgia Marble Quarries. 

Shipments in the past 5 months, Sept. 1965 to Jan. 1966, will average close to 590 including 
some quartz from Octave. The first week of Feb. was nearly 250 tons, but the second 
week was very small due to heavy rains that soaked the mill feed so that it worked very badly. 

The U.S. Marble Mill is located on two patented mill sites, Mineral Survey 4611, SE~, S24, R12W 
T6N. Mine is 4 miles due south of the mill, along section line in T5N, R12W or approxo 
Sec. 13 



WHITE MARBLE GROUP YUMA COUN1Y 

Mill visit and interview with Del Petersen, Mgr. 

Mro Petersen stated that he is now shipping 350 tons of terrazzo chips and 150 tons of 
crushed quartz chips per month to California o He has obtained an additional contract 
for 1000 tons of quartz, having finished the original 1000 ton order. This quartz must 
be whit-e, angular and opaque and is sized at 3/8 inch. It is used in wall panels. Some 
spots in the deposit contain limonite discolorations and such places are largely sorted 
out at the Congress quarryo As a precaution 2 men at the Primary to Secondary Crushers 
belt sort out pieces that get by the quarry sorters. Additional colored quartz is used 
for ornamental stoneo One off-color piece will vividly stand out in a wall panel. This 
sized quartz is loaded into large circular containers, 3~ feet in diameter and 4 feet 
deep, that rest on individual detachable bases that can be picked up by a crane and loaded 
on trucks. Several colo'rs of terrazzo chips are being marketed, the most important being 
brick-red, buff, light or dark gray, and white, although some greenish and salmon pink 
are also sold periodically. Petersen is now looking for future white marble reserves, as 
white marble is in short supply in the Harquahala area. 

Jo (Jake) Congdon contracts the hauling of the quartz from Congress to the plant in 8-10 
ton Ford truckso LAS Memo 6-7-63 

According to Petersen, shipments of quartz and terrazzo chips during September amounted to 
about 900 tons, the highest month so faro UoS. Marble is currently operating 2 marble 
quarries (White Rock Group and periodically a Bracken claim) in the Harquahala Mountains 
and a quartz quarry near Octaveo They now have 11 employees, and still contract their 
haulingo Petersen said that some marble has been recently marketed in Phoenix. The 
overall market continues goodo Memo LAS 10-11-63 

Active Mine List Oct. 1963 - 11 men 

Interview with Del Petersen, Mgr. Visit to quarry. 

Del Petersen said that sales of terrazzo and quartz chips were down during the last half 
of December and early January but are now back to nearly 200 tons per week. He still is 
worried about a sufficient supply of white marble that is clear of included blebs of 
wasteo The present quarry requires considerable sorting of the white both there and at 
the mill. U.S. Marble now ships about equal tonnages of quartz and terrazzo chips. The 
price for both is considered satisfactory. Petersen said he ships four principal colors 
of terrazzo chips and periodic small lots of other tints. He recently mined 200 tons of 
"buff" marble from the Bracken Claims. This is a light brown that is in strong demand. 
200 tons of mine run produces around 115 tons of sized chips. It is hoped that a new grade 
(1/8 inch) would use up half of this loss. The Octave quartz gives a better proportion 
of proper sized chips, but no smaller-size market has been found. Memo LAS 2-7-64 

Del Petersen said he has good contracts (two) for quartz chips at present. These chips 
are used in wall panels and murals. He said that the fines, 3/8 inch, may be used by the 
Arizona Highway Department for shoulder covero LAS ASMOA 10 - 13-64 



(, 
DEPART·MENT OF ' ~MINERAL RESOURCES 

Mine "'lhi te Marble Claims and Mill 

District Harquahala Dist., Yuma Co. 

STATE OF ARIZONA 

FI·ELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Date 

Engineer 

Su~ect:Mill Visit and Interview with Del Petersen~ Manager 

10-5-62 

Lewis A. Smith 

Mr. Petersen stated that the mine and mill were being worked alternately by a 
crew of 8 men. The new tumbling mill (7 x 12 feet) is producing variously 
rounded "pebbles" from the crushed marble. These vary from 1/2 to 1-1/2 inches 
in diameter and have different shapes. This material is used in prefabricated 
walls for buildings, etc. The "pebbles" are cemented into wall panels which 
sometimes are ground to a smooth surface and polished. Other marble is ground 
and sized to 3/8 inch and used for terrazzo. The favored colors for this 
purpose are white, gray and salmon pink. A minor amount of the marble crushed 
to 1/2 to 1 inch and used for roof coverings. This mate r ial, does not sell 
for enough to make it more than an even break, and its making will be discontinued 
for the present. Peterson said present shipments of all classes of rock amounted 
to 100 to 110 tons per week. He said that U. S. Marble Co. had leased a portion 
of the Bracken Claims. which adjoin the Mick-Donald group on the west and are 
in the east most (b.utlier ' of marble. A\ bid has been made to supply 2000 tons of 
"buff" (salmon pink) marble chips for a large building in Los Angeles. 
Petersen felt sure that they would secure the job. If so, a large supply of the 
"buff" has been opened at the Bracken locality. U. S. Marble will also > 
examine the Eckel's claims which appear to have considerable "white" and "buff" 
marble. A large reserve of roof-size white marble is scaked and will be rerun 
to terrazzo size. 

Del Peterson stated that his company is seeking additional reserves of white and 
buff marble. He was referred to Mrs. Edna Eckels and Harry Mick. They also 
want a source of opaque white quartz. Mrs. Eckels has a considerable blowout 
of such quartz on two of the Rio de Monte claims 3t .miles south of Salomeo 

3 men are mow working at the quarry, m~n~ng various color types of marble for a 
stockpile. Four main colors are preferred. These are white, pink, buff and grayo 
A little green is sometimes desired o Petersen said that his demand for terrazzo sizes 
has improved of late. Tumbled pebble demand is sporadic and the roofing cover demand 
cannot be supplied because the price is too low for the present co~t. 

He is now mining 1000 tons of quartz on contract at Congress o This is crushed to 
3/8-inch and is being used in "mural" wall panels in a new Los Angeles County Building 
A bid was submitted on 2500 additional tons for another big building o No result of 
the bid has been forthcoming as yeto Thresized quartz sell~ .for $30 0 per ton f.o.b o 
Los Angeles. Terrazzo marble sells for $15 to $17 per ton Q 

5 men are at the mill. Petersen tested the quartz from the Rio del Monte Claims but 
found that its color is inconsistent so that he could not use it in the present jobs. 
So far little buff marble from the Bracken claims, leased by U.S 0 Harlti'le Corp. has 
found a market, but if U. S. Marble is successful on alid, the production of buff 
would be decidedly increased o 

Mine and Mill visit with Del Petersen, Ma.nager for U. S. Marble Corp .. 2-8-63 

MEMO - LEWIS A. SMITH 
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DEPARTMENT OF MINE:RAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEE'RS RE·PORT 

Engineer M.lW1$ A •. smtth 

Subject: M'il~ Vi,S·t..t andlnt1$l.-v1e~1 \1ith l)~l Pate1li'S"", i~an~g$r. 

Mr . Pe~t»a.n $t.atedtbat ·th~ min·$> and mill were being t-torketd al.tcernat.ely by a 
tS"\tt1 ~t 8 man. 'he ~{~~ t,_cling ~ill (7 ;t 12 t'$$t) 1.$ produ.ei,n~ ,.ar1~Hla,11 
rounded upebbl$$'t £r9~ tb~ ~ru~$hed ·tr~~r'blfj it frlae$~ vary tN~ 1/2 ' 'to 1'flf.1121nobt . 
in di .. ~t$r a~ bAve. ditfe.·p·$nt $ha'$,$ ... l~hie mate~ia.l is ust4 in pt'".efabric.tat.ed 
walls t<fl!' building$. e\Q.. The 'tpenh l&ff'ff are eenien'te(i intG wall. ,anels whicb 
HlIe\i}l$s ar-e ,NUltdtQ a . smooth $.t\rt~o'j ,$;tld P'l-ltSlt~d , O.: ·th~U1 lttarble' is . iNund 
and $iled to , . e iJ\o)l t;l.nd. tts.~d tor t.f"razzo. 1'h'$ ravo~. oo.l1)r$ tor' thi$ 
pV:rx'.se ~t:~ td.llt.G j gray If}(i s,t\l~tttn pin'... It minor !l\t\tGU'l\t of \bA~ marble o".$.h~(l 
to: ll~ \c 1 lttoh and liS~ tor "0£ tover1ng$. . Tbi.s m~.t$rlal . <10$$ n~'t, 8$11 
fo'l:' &l\<1lugh \0 Bi<@ 1. t mQlr0 · than a;n ~ti&n bt~ak. '~d its nlfLking \d11 be d1iCQntinll$Q, 
for th~ PJ1~$ • .nt . p,!{~t~~$on ¢jaW pre$~nt $h1pra~nt$ of all clas:t $ of roOK amo.~nted 
to lQO to 110 tt)'R$ J}trllf •• k" H~ ~1.d. that U. S. MGorbl, Co. . AU 4$$$. a portion 
of' tb$ 6t~k$n Cla..1M£:? whld adjota t,bQ Mi.(tk.~nQn$ld group Q~ th. W(,ist and aro 
in th ea ,:tmOJt o~1till,t' @t M~bl$ t A bid.. ~$. be$.n mad~ to $\ltpply 200'0 t,0r.l$ 
of llbutt" (s.lmQn ,ink) ~bl$ tr#htps t~r a l$;~g$ "building ·1..n to An,l,les ., 
P61'~~r$On t$lt $.ur·e tMt th~Y 'Would $etiu.f~ 'he j$l>. lt$~ , ~ l$t$~ Rpply ,of the 
"bultU has liJ~n ~p~nN at the 8rac.kran lQtal1ty. " '. 5 . t·1arble wlll also 
$xb1ntt the SC~$l . $ ~laim$ tfhicb app$ar to hav~o,Q:n$.id~rable '!wh:h,tel1 and ~·butt" 
Hto16 . A l.a.f'g$ ~~fi)"$otV.O$t..,,~10. wbit~ 't&:tbl$ is $Qoited andw1U be 
re"A to t.-e:tr'U~Q $1"'~ 1. 

Del Peter-tron $t.at:ad tha.t M$ c;tQmp~ny i$ $$$ld,ng additional r$a.eX-vtnetOf t1hit$ ,atrld 
bUilt tnarl:t~,~ iI He ~$ l"'lf>t$'rr$d \0 ~frs . id.nailok@ 1-$ ~t\d Uar ry ?>t11ek. Th~l' also 
wan, a . rsottfte of ~;)p·aq~~ wht" qttart~: . M't$ .• E(tki?)l$ haes a Ce-nsidere.bl$ blQvollt 
,of su"h qtU~;':~iJ <>.n tW'~, ~.t tb$ Ma 4$1 ~font~ tla11'4s- "t ml1~$ $.outho£ SaloXQ$ ; 



DEPARTMENT OF MINE'RAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS- RE·P·ORT . 

Engineer 

Subject: Mtll Visl t an,! interview \'ti,.th D~l PeteIi'sEltl , ManageJ'l', 

·Mr. Pwte:rsen $tat~d that ;the mine: and fft,111 WEU··-e bet.ng work0d alt~rnately by a 
0rew ~r8 rtlen. 'h$ nEJw'~umhl1nfi mill(? 1t 12 iSlet) 15 produclrl\tt var1oua1l 
r'ounded ttpebbl.ee tt strom theeru$h.a4 Rla.role . These tfft.rv fre>Ul 1/ 2 to 1.'l/2 inches 
in di.¢1met.$r aM 11.av~ di!f'erel'tt 6hap~s '. Thts mat.erial ·iii uS$d in p-r~f$;brl¢a.ted 
wal.ls foft btd,ld1ng$. ete. Th~ ltpe:nblesff ttl'S <lament-e.el irltQ t'l',)111 pMtls whioh 
s .. omet.ime. $ ar, e. 4t0t1'nd .. to a. ~m, . :00th&.;11rt,' aQ<f .an .... d PO, · l.:i.$h,~ ed.· : 'e . Otb.~~ m:arb,le 1.$ . ground 
and $i~e<i tG ' 18 l.ru)h and u$ed fOlf te·r~a~~Q . 'The f'avolred (lolnrs .fo~ thiS 
purpo$$ ~:r$ white , gray a-nd SalnlOn pink.. A minor anaOUl1t of thtt; mtat'ble c~\i1shed 
to 1/2 \0 l inoh and; tls$d to·.r rQof ·QQv$.x-tngta . 'this nlate:r1al.,t doe$ not $$11 
fCHt ertQ'tlgn tQ makfb 1. t mot'@ t ·})·an . an even braa_. and i '\1,$ m·ak1ng will. be· difi$ontinued 
tor- th~ pr$$~nt 'f P1etel~$Qt1 $~i1d prese-nt.sh1pm~nts e£ all ela,ssle'$ ·of rock anl()1'ltilted 
to 100 to 110 tons p$r week. i0 a;a.i-d that 11 . is . M.tirble Co it h~d l~a$~d La p.ortion 
·Qf the B~)l<*ell Claims·,: whtcl\\ adjlin the Mi¢k.,~DQn.9.1d gH~P· on the w~atand ar~ 
!n \b~ '~$.t mO$\ bU'blli.e·r Qt marbl$ ·. A bid has been made t<.> $llp,'lr 2GQQtons 
of noutt'" (salmon ptn1<: ) nra~}t)le <;)hlps tal'" ~ latg$ building in tQ$ Ang$l@s. 
P61tet'sQn felt $~r€f t.hat tbey would S&Qur~ t.ha job . It eo. a large ~u.pply of the 
tftJuf'ftt l'UUl be~n 0pen.d at ~h$ B'r~~lt$n llJfallt;1. 'f.S" t<rarble 'tIll1 Also 
u.amine th& l~;,akelt$ eainuswhi~h appear t.o ha."~ ~or,."sid$ra\>le Hwlrtte f' and tttnlft fJ 

marble e' A la~~$ "sel"V$ of ' rOQ£' ..... gd.ze whi te mapbl~ is $.a.ckllad and lfill be 
l'~rtU1 ~Q terraz~o $1~e . 

])$1 PeiEtt'$Qtl stat$d tbat.hls ~QftJ.Pla:ny is $e$k1ng additional r$$~rve$ or whit$ aad 
butf ~aJ¥'bl:a .. Ie trias re£$r.r~cl to Mrs. . J!:dn~ E<:k$l$ a.ntt ga.~ry Ni¢ko They also 
want a. ~Qurt·e of (')p~qu.e white quar-t~ • Mrs • E<:kel$ has ~ Qonsiderabl& blowout 
ot 'S\l~h. quart0. ·Gn tWQ Qt 'bh$ Rio dtl Mont~$l4Um$ ), ~lil~·$ $o~t.hQf 5alorrJ.$ . 
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SUBJECT: Field Visit, White Marble Group 

DATE: January 24, 1986 

ENGINEER: Ken Phillips 

In the company of Tim Whitney of Murco Wall Products of Buckeye a visit 
was made to the White Marble Mine (White Marble Group - file), La Paz 
County. Samples of white marble were taken by Mr. Whitney for testing 
to determine if the marble could be ground to make white filler for wall 
board products. At this property occurrences of marble and partially 
marbleized limestone outcrop and have been developed on both sides of a 
canyon in the W! Sec 9, T5N RllW. Although hard to tell, it appears that 
the marble-limestone strikes E-W and dips gently to the north. Many (10 
- 15) pits have been excavated on both sides of the canyon, mostly in white 
marble. Some marble is pink in narrow bands (1-6 inch) separated by thin 
stringers of chlorite (?) schist. In some pits the green stringers of 
chlorite add an attractive banded appearance to the marble. The marble 
is more crystalline near intrusives and is locally cut by diabase dikes. 
Some pits appear to have been worked out while others are only developed. 
Evidence of a small amount of recent production is apparent in the form 
of wheeled loader tracks. Claim groups named Marble Mine, White Marble 
and Amb~ are all evident on the ground. Locators of the groups were Sun 
Landscaping and Stanley and Emily Novak. A telephone check with the La 
Paz County Recorder indicated that only the White Marble 1-12 group of 
claims had assessment work for the 1985 year recorded. They are held in 
the names of Stanley and Emily Novak, 7050 Grand Avenue, Glendale, Arizona 
85301. The address of Sun Landscaping is POBox 1146, Black Canyon Stage 
I, Phoenix, Arizona 85029, phone 869-6700. The mill site on the south side 
of Highway 60, 5 miles east of Wenden where Superior Companies used to 
have their marble processing yard is occupied by an older small house 
trailer, numerous dogs and some broken down trucks. The occupants were 
not there at the time of our visit. 



DEPARTMENT OF MINE:RAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Mine 'V1hite r'larble Group Date February 1, 1962 

District Harquahala ]\!Itns. Dist., Yuma Co. Engineer Le1i>Jis A. Smith 

Subject : Nine visit with Charles Dunning. 

Locat ion:- In the central-1Nest portion of the Harquahala mountains (approximately 
Sec. 17, T. 5 1\1 ., R. 11 VJ). 

Access: 'travel 20 rlliles west frorn A.guila or 5 mi les east of 1,~lenden on Hi ghway 60-70, 
thence s outh ) . ./. miles by dirt road. The marble sizing plant is about 100 yards south 
of this road junction. 

Property: 4 claims 
I 

Qlmer: Alton PO'Hell, Aguila, Arizona. 
/ 

Lessees: U. S . l·1arble Corp. (largely composed of Elizabeth Schroeder, 121-1-0 E. Broadway, 
Glendale, California and Del'Pet ersen, P . O. Box 68, Aguila). Del' Petersen (who owns 
control of the corporation) is in charge of operations. (Tel. 685-2264). 

4' 

I'1ineral: v.Jhi te marble 

Work: (1) The mill, as now being erected, consists of a dumping ramp up t o a retaining 
wall 15 feet high which butts aga i nst a storage bin. The marble is fed to a 24 x 36 
foot Kue-Ken ja.1i>J crusher vvhich takes a feed of 21 inches and yields a product of 5 
inches in diameter. The 5 inch material will be screened to remove undersize . and will 
then be r outed to a 12 x 36 Pioneer jav-J crusher which v'Jill discharge 11,inch material 
directly into a set of Pioneer rolls ( 22 inches 1rrl.de and 40 inches "' in diameter) which 
1rill crush to about 3/ 8 inch and less. (Three-eighth inch. material is about terrazzo 
size.) The crushed material will go to a bucket elevator. (Buckets are 12 inches long 
and 6 i nches l;,,>ide at' the top.) The eleva.t or is about 20 feet high. This elevator 
picks up the crushed material f rom a feed bin fi lled by a 14 inch conveyor belt fr om 
the rolls. The bucket elevator discharges to a feed hopper which in turn feeds a 
series of h s creens ranging from 3l B-inch mesh to 1/ 32-inch mesh. Each screen dis­
cha.rges into a h-compar t ment bin, each c ompartment of which stores a different screen 
product. The bin compartments are L. x 8 feet, as are the screen dimensions. The 
screen products are then bagged for shipment by bag feeders. The principal products 
are f or roofing cover, t erraz zo, and mural construction. Coarse rock will also be 
shipped f or ornamental use . rJjr. Petersen sta t ed that he is planning t o eventually 
install a tumbling mac hine t o make varied shaped pebbles for fish b ovJls. A f ish 
b owl uses a)")out 1-2 pounds of t he se tumbled pebbles . The major uses "tri ll mostly 
consume white marble. The Dl an t capaci t v will be about 250 TPD Cl.nd t he 1i>TOrk force 
TAl"ill ·total 3-4 men per day. · . ., 

I·ll i ne: (2) The mine is c lose to L~ miles south of the si zin g plant in the Harquahala 
range. The road is mo.s tly s traight and of flat grade ex cept for about 1/2 mi le a t the 
mine area. 

Severa l l arge bulldozer cuts have been made in the marble area wbich nOl-v. Govers about 
1000 x 700 f eet. The s e cuts extend about 150 f eet in vertical elevation and t here 
are h-5 principal ones . The uppermos t cut t o t he southeast, is about 150-feet or more 

/ t 



\1Thi te Harble Group ( continued) 

long, 1.S feet 1ilde, and at the center is approximately 12-13 feet deep , tapering 
toward th.e tv.TO ends. This cut is in the more argi.llaceous phase of the limestone 
series. TtrJO dikes of diabase essentially vertical, were cut, the first near 
the northend sends out si lls in between the limestone beds like branches of a 
tree for as much as 50 feet. The wider dike is about 4-5 feet v.ride and extrud.es 
sills that taper a1-my from the dike from 6" t hick to 1/16" at the ends . These 
s i lls in one place extend out for at leas t 20 feet. The limestone has been s omewhat 
8.1 tered near to the diabase and for a. fe1rJ feet away from the dike, and is salmon 
pink in color. This dike c ontinues to the SE and to the NE as far as could be 
seen. Deeper dOliJn in the marbleized lower lime stone, these tV.TO d.ikes persist, but 
t he sills are less evident, often not being present, and the dike s assumed two 
well defined walls. The north dike c ontains SOIne pyritic m.iner8,lization. (It was 
suggested that this be assayed for gold.) The southernmost of the t·\'<]o dikes is 
narrow (1-2 feet), has dis tinct \'I]"alls , and seems to have had no metamorphic eff ect 
of c onsequence upon the limestone . To the south of the cut about 50-75 feet a 
strong dike of d.i.ori te (?) Hhich roughly parallels the diabase dikes to the nor.th, 
is persistant and straight. It appears to have entered along a WIlT trending fault 
or shear. The dike material will have to be sorted out. 

The middle stripped area is 50-60 feet below the upper one. A roughly triangular 
area several hundred feet in ma,ximum dimension has been cut dOl-ill as much as 15 feet. 
Two bands of rnarbleized material of good grade were uncovered, one near the northern 
extremity and one on the south border not far from the di:orite ( ? ) dike. }V1uch of 
the argillaceous limestone stripped in t his area, has been variably marbleized. 
This argillaceous limestone appears to be more t hinly banded and in places it is 
closely folded by local rolls or folds. These could have been affiliated with 
thrusting. Bands or lenses of clay-like material are c ommon betwe~n the limestone 
beds. 

Underlying the argillaceous marble or limestone is a zone a few feet t hick of mixed 
clay-like material "VImich is bro~m or yellowish brown. This could be either an un­
c onformi ty or a possible gouge zone caused by movement along the contact attendant 
to thrusting slippage . This zone is variable in thickness. 

Below· the "gouge lf or "contact" zone is the lower marble, or "paylf marble . This is 
comple tely marbleized to a very fine grained, partly translucent rock and is excellent 
marble for terrazzo, roof coverings , etc. According to 1v1r. Petersen, his drill 
holes indicate that this better marble is from 25 to 35 feet t hick and has been ex­
posed or indicated over a length of about 200 feet and. a width of around 150 feet. 
l\strong nearly NS fault cuts acros s the marble area and appears to have dropped 
t he marble several tens of feet and to have moved the 1rJest side toward the south 
for an undetermined distance. The developing area lies in a basinlike depression, 
which topographically is relatively flat compared with the area around it. An 
area 75 feet v.Jide and 150 feet long has been stripped to the marble. Some of the 
marble in t he cany on which cuts through the WBst 1/3 of the marble area, is covered 
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T!,]h ite I~arble Group (continued) 

'I 
, I 

by as much as IS feet of stream gravel which will have to be s t ripped. · The more 
workable marble area is bordered by shear faults on the SW and NE sides and by a 
normal fault on the SEe These appear to fit into the major shear pattern which 
appears to be characteristic of the entire Harquahala range. Trli s pat tern trends 
N1N and t he individual shear faults are roughly parallel. Sheeting especially 
evident in the marble between the shear faults is intimate and parallel to these 
shear faults. The marbleized limestone appears to overlie quartzite or intensely 
silicified limestone which in turn is underlain by gneissic granite . The gneiss 
and quartzite (?) in one place, appear to overlie the lim~stones. ~vhether this 
is due to a reverse fault or ;b.o a reV'erBe fffi;1:~ to a large' overturn fold could 
not be determined without regional detailed mapping of dips and strikes . Time of 
course did not permit t his. However, overthrusting or reverse faulting has been 
suspected in the Harquahala mountins for some time. The available dips in the 
local area are complicated by the juggling of blocks by the shearing and other 
faults. In general the dips of the limestone beds to the southeas,t are generally 
flatter than t hose to the northwest. They steepen appreciably next to the major 
fault which parallels the main canyon . This could be caused by drag or overturn 

' folding. 

To the south of the stripPE3darea, about l / L. mile in ,another s hear-fault block, ,is 
a considerable t hickness of ' colored marble (salmon pink to red, or red-brotm). 
This is believed to be useful for ornamental stone . It has not been prospected to 
date . Similar colorings are in the limestone and marble next to the diabase dlkes. 

The r egional strike of the sediments seems to be NE and the very general dip from 
25 to So de grees toll1Tard the south or southeast. The dips, however , vary gr eatly 
according to the shear-fault block in which they lie. It is this lack of dip 
consistency that makes it difficult to say whether the folding is local or is an 
overthrust. Local tight folds appear in t111TO of the cuts and t heir axes seem to be 
transverse to t he larger folding. 

Hr . Petersen stat ed that he was sure the area had been flown and photographed and 
that he w·o'u. ld. get copies of these photos f or 'our study later on. It appears that the 
shear faulting has given rise to the bulK of the stream positioning in the range. 
In the immediate area the streams certainly followed faults. 

The reserves immediately available are figured by Petersen to be about 25,000 tons, 
but the area now being developed appears to have 3 to 4. times that amount in pro­
bable reserves . Some of the upper limestone beds are sufficiently marbleized to 
have use a s buildi ng stone . These reserves are figured in an area of r easonable 
stripping ratio. 
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DEPARTMENT OF MINE'RAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

I 

Mine ' Al ton Powell Claims (Wni te Marble Group) Date 

. District Harquahaia District, Yuma County Engineer 

May U, 1962 

Lewis A. Smi th 

Subject: Mine and mill visit and interviews with Alton POliell and Ken Peterson, May 4, 1962. 

Considerable work has been done at the quarry since the last visit. The lower cut is 
now established with a working vertical face 30 feet deep, 70 feet wide, and about 
100 feet long. In this cut the marble is egg white, dense, and opaque (slightly trans­
lucent in thin slaps). It is cut by two narrow (2-2-1/2 feet wide) vertical diabase 
dikes which are about 20 feet apart. These broke the marble in a narrow banW on both 
sides, but exerted no important contact metamorphic action. The area about 200 feet to 
the northwest and across the canyon from this cut has been opened (at the same elevation) 
by a bulldozer cut 130 feet long and up to 30 feet deep in the middle. This shows 
similar white marble to that found in the opposite cut. Drilling indicates that the 
marble exposed by both cuts will average nearly 50 feet in thickness. Above, and 
south~t and· east of the first cut, stripping has exposed white marble which occupies 
an area 100 feet wide and roughly 200 feet long. As stated, in a previous report, this 
is overlain by a pink marble bed, of undetermined average thickness, but which is at 
least 30 feet thick. A portion of the upper hill area, and above the pink marble, 
contains light gray marble. 

Farther up the canyon, several cuts have been, Qr are now being, made. All of these show 
good marble. 

iJ-A-e sDvfJ,l!4Ii, 
Apparently, the marble beds have been stepped up~1n successive steps by transverse shear 
faults of small throws. The area now being developed is triangular in shape and apexes 
to the south. The base to the north is roughly 600-650 feet long "and a line perpendicular 
to the base would approximate 1500 feet. The t~e would be somewhat oblique in shape . 
One cut near the upper or apex end contains mottled green and pink marble. 

The mill is running steadily and is producing 3 products as follows:-

(a ) 1/4-3/8 inch used for terrazzo. . 
(b) 1/2-3/4 ff II II roof cover and chat. 
(0) 1" to 4 11 (tumbled) for mosaic panels for building siding. 

The production for the next month will be confined to (a) & (c). The roof cover and chat 
does no more than break even, but is marketed in small amounts. The market for mosaic 
panels is excellent and it is anticipated that 600 tons a month will be sold. 

Future plans call for the installation of a long wire saw, using sand for an abrasive, 
which vlill be utilized to cut saw-blocks of various sizes. These, as now used in some 
other quarries, can make a cut 100 feet long and up to 75-100 feet in depth across a 
deposit, once a straight working face is established. This cut can be made at suitable 
distances parallel to the working face. Block holing with drills between the working 
face and the cut can split out blocks of desired size. According to Peterson, blocks 
from a few feet wide up to 50 feet wide can be split out. This is far more economical 
than only block drilling. A market for saw-blocked white marble is said to be rapidly 
developing in the Los Angeles area. The colored marbles have, as yet, a limited market. 
Peterson said they were shipping over 100 tons of Terrazzo size, weeklyo 

/t 



lrlHITE MARBLE GROUP YUMA COUNTY 
HARQUAHALA MTNS. DIST. 

~ 

March 14, 1962 - Learned at Aguila that the newly launched U.S.Marble Corp. 
operations are continuing satisfactorily. 

TRAVIS F~ , LANE - Weekly Report - March 17. 1962 
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ALTON POWELL CLAIMS (White Marble Group) January 5, 1962 

Harquahala Dist., Yuma Co. 1]#118 A. S}ITTH 
P.T. Evans 
Box 935, Aguila (Sahuaro Motel) 

Interview with "Flipll Evans (wh o is working there). 

Evans stated that the claims are leased by Ylrs. Elizabeth Schroeder, 1240 ~~ . 
Broad"tvay, Glendale , California, who operates the We at herock Co. in Glendale. 
A company was ~~2$fed "With s orne Glendale people to operate the marble quarry. 
11rs. Schroeder 1S the principal stockholder~ The U.S.~ ~1arble Corp. has an 
office at the Lourene Apts. in Aguila. 

Evans is stripping the overburden. The lesfors are installing bins, screens 
and a crusher and plan to crush the marble/terrazzo and roof cover. Some 
marble was being shipped to Glendale during the last half of January. Three 
sizes will probably be made. 

3 men are working at the quarry a..l1d 4 at the crusher site. 

The marble is somewhat shattered and it is not row believed that it could be 
cut into saw blocks. The reserve is good, however. It has several color 
patterns, including red, gray, white, blackgray and green . 
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'DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

' Alton Powell (White Marble Group) 
Mine ~~$ CLAIHS Date 9-8-61 

District HARQUAH ALA , YUHA CO. Engineer 1e1..;is A. Smith 

Subject: Interview with ~~ (Aguila) 
Alton Powell 

Property: ~. Claims. 

Miner al: 'Marble. 
Alton Powell 

Owner: i ~~ Aguila 

Lessee: }'[rs. Elizabeth Schroader, 12L~o E. Broadway, Glendale California 
and I Ralph Ilaw, Aguila. 

Location: 17 miles south of Aguila, along the Maricopa line in Yuma Co. 

Production: 12 tons shipped to California in August, f or ornamental stone. 
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DEPARTMENT OF ,MINERAL RESOURCES 

Mine '\ White lVlarble Group 

District Harquahala Dist., Yuma Co. 

STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Date 

Engineer 

Subject: Interview with J.O. Holt - 11-22~60 

Property: 10 claims 

Location: T 5 N, R 11 W, S 30, T 5 N, R 12 W, S 25 

Owners: " Alton Powell et aI, Aguila 

November 22, 19wO 

Lewis A. Smith 

Lessee: '\ J .0. Holt, .Hountain Pass Richfield Station (new Hancock Oil Co.) Salome 

1-1inerals: ... Harble and dolomitic limestone. 

Work: Work was done on the road south from W'enden. (This road takes off of 60-70, 
5 miles east of Wenden and extends 7-8- miles southward.) A cut, 30 t deep at the face 
and 70 1 long, has created a working face. 

Geology: The property is in a mass of limestone and. marble which apparently has been 
thrust over Pre-Cambria,n gneiss. The thrust moved from south to north. The contact 
dips about 50-60 degrees to the southeast, whereas the marble beddi ng dips about 20 
degrees to the northeast, and has a general strike of about N400 W. The marble 

I 

appears to be more dolomitic in the lowest beds'. The irregular fault contact is 
bordered on the east by schist and on the north and west by granite gneiss. To the 
southeast, 5-7miles, two small outliers stick up through the alluvial deposits. 

The marble has thin bedding near the top at the section but this ~bedding thickens 
rapidly with depth in the section. 

lVT..r. Holt plans to ship sawblocks (roughdrilled blocks 5 x 5 x 6 feet), rubble, crushed 
material for terrazzo and tile manufacture. The principal colors are white, buff', 
red, browns and local greens. The sizes of crushed material range from 1/8 inch to 
7/8 inch in the crushed types. Host of the sawblocks will be cut in California, into 
slabs, blocks and odd shapes. Rubble is sold f .o.b. mine for $12-16 per ton. Crushed 
marble runs from ~p12 to $) 25 f.o.b. mine. Sawblocks run considerably higher. 

Hr • Holt will pay a r oyalty of 50 cents per ton on terrazzo and c rushed marble plus 
5% royalty on the more valuable blocks. 

\ 



WHITE BLUFF MARBLE YUMA COUNTY 

Visited WHITE BLUFF MARBI~ deposit 22 miles southwest of Aguila. It 
is owned by Alton~ R. Powell and his sister Julia. The property ns , 
interesting for the "terrazzo" quality of its white crystalline marble o 

TRAVIS P. LANE - Weekly Report - 2-18-61 
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DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 
State of Arizona 

MINE OWNER'S REPORT 

Date .. ...... .... ~~~hF;~~F;R . ~.1 .. J.~J~ ........... . 

Mine: .. ........ T-~~~ .. ~Q~~~J~ .................................................... ~ ......................................................... . 
. . NW 9 5 N llW - / Yuma County, Arizo?~ il . Location. Sec .... ......... Twp .......... ... Range ............ Nearest Town .......... ........ ~\1 . . .. c[)lstance ....... ........ . 

Direction .W. . gJ . AgtJ:.:tJ~. Nearest R.R ........... ~.~~.t.:t.gJ:L .W:v.~ ................... : ................ Distance .. 5 .. mi .. N .. of 
property 

Road Conditions ... ...... . k .. p.QQh .. X'Q~~~ .. Q~.f. . J;bg .. ~in .. h~ghw?:y. . .5 .. m1.J.~.s .. tQ .. min~ ... .... .................. . 

Mining District and ~ounty: ............. . Har~~ba,la .. in .. X~?: .. C(H~ntY-........ ..... ............ ........................ . 

Former Name of Mine : ..................................... .......... ..... ............................ .... ................. .... .... ,." .. ,_., ... " , .. 

Owner: ... ....... (.~~~~~ .. ~.~ .. ~~~ ..................... ........ ........... ..... ......... .. .......... .... ................ .... ....... .... ....... . 
Address : ......... .............. ... ?~1 .. W.~ .. ?~~~~~ .. :: .. ?h~~~~~ ............................................................ ............. . 

6. Operator : .............. ....... ... .... ..... .......... .... .. .... .... ... .. .... : .......................................... ................... ..... .... ....... . . 

Address: ..................... ......... ... .... ........ .. ... ~ ~ ..... ........ .......... ....... ........ .......... .......... .......... ..... ... ........ ........ .. . 
tI" 

7 . Principal Minerals : ... ..... ...... limg .. ~ .. m?:rblg .. ................................................................... ............ .. ...... . . 

8. Number of Claims: Lode .... ...... .. ...... .......... Patented .................... .. ..... . Unpatented ...... ........ ..... .......... . 

Placer ... ... .. ~ .................. Patented ................. .. ......... Unpatented .......... ~ .... ....... . 

9 . Type of Surrounding Terrain : ............ M~Hn-lt?:1.n~nls ............... ............ ............. ~ .... ... ... ... ........ ~ ................. . . 

• -- .. --- .. ---- .... .. ---- ....................... --- .. - ........ .. .. - .. -- ....... .. ...... .. ----- ...... .... .......... - .................. --. --- ... -- .. -- .... - .................... -- .... - .. - .............. - .... - ........ -- ...... .: ... - ,:r - .. - ... --- .. - .. -- - -- .. -- - .. - .. .. .. --- -- - --- ... --

10. Geology and Mineralization : .................... ......... ........... ............ .................... ..................... ........... .. ..... ..... . 

11 . Di~ens~on and Value of Ore Body : ... .............. .............. .... .. ...... , ............. ....... ...... ................ ..... ... ..... ..... . 

. __ .. -.. -- ------- ... .. _--- _ ...... _ .... -...... ---_ .. -.. -.... .... ...... _-_ .. -.. -- .. --_ .. .. .... -.... .. .................... .. .... .... .. .. .... -: ...... -.. - .... _ ........ .. .. _ ...... .. .. --_ .. _ .. - .. -.. .. .. ----_ .. _ .. _- ........... ...... _-- .. _----_ .. .. - ..... -.. _ .... _-- .. .:. .. -.. ... ---

Please give as complete information as possible and attach copies of engineer's reports, shipment returns, 
maps, etc. if you wish to have them available in this Department's files for inspection by prospective leasors 
or buyers. 

(over) 



, .. 
12. Ore "Blocked Out" or "I n Sight" : ___________ ___________ . ____________ . _______________ ________ ________ . ___ ___ ________ _______________ . _______ .. ' 

Ore Probable: _____ _______________ _______ __ ___________ ____ __ __ _____ .. _____________ __ _____ ____ __________________________ ___ ___ ______ __ __ __ __ __ ______ .. ___ . 

13. Mine Workings-Amount and Condition: .. .. _ .. __ .. --.-------- .. --- -- ---- .. ---------- .. ------- -- -- .. .. --- .. __ ... _ .. __ .. __ ... ____ _ .... __ . 

No. Feet Condition 
~ . ! L.1. • l J . : ~ • 

Shafts _____ __ ___ __ . __ ____ ___ . .. __ __ ______ __ _________ ___ ____ _ .................... .......... ........................... ................ :: ....... ; ..................... ........ .. 

Raises _________ __ ___ ____ __ _____________________ _________ ____ . ............................ .. ....... ................. ... ... .. ...... .. ...... ..... .... ................... ....... . 

T unnels .. _________ __ _____________ _____ __________ __ __ _______ ............... .............................. ... ........................................................ ...... .. 

Crosscuts .. ___ . ___ ____ ____ . __ __ ___ __________________ _______ ........... ....................... .... ............ ....................................... .. .................... . 

Stopes ______ .. _----- -___ ....... _ .. ______ .... ___ . __________ .. __ ............................................................................................................... . 

14. Water Su,pply :_ .. __ __________ . ___ _____ ___________ . __________ _____ .. ______________ ______ .... _ .. ____ ; .. ___ .... _____ __ ________________ ____ . _________________ _ 

. _ .................... ... .. .. ... " .~ .-"'''''''''''''''' -_ .. ... ........... -................................. ... ................. ..... .......................... .. ..... ...... ..................... -_ ... .... .. .. .. ........ -_ .............................................................. _ ....... -........... ... ....................... -.. .. ............... ..... .... .. ................ ""''''''' _ ....... .. ......... -........ .. 

1 5. B ri ef History: _____ ____________ ______ ________ _______ __ __ ___________ .. _____ __ _ :::-: ______ ____ _____ ._: ____ ~ ______ __ ; _______ ____________ ____ .. _ .. _______ ______ _ 

1 6. Rema rks : ----- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- -------------------- ---- ---- ---- ----- ------------ -------- ---- .... ---- ---- -- -- -.... -------------------- -"- -.. ---- ----- ---

17. If Property for Sale, List Approximate Price and Terrns: - -- . -- -- --~~~~~_Q_Q.Q __ _ ~~_J?~ __ ~_~.8,q_~_~~_~_~_~ _________ __ 

. -- ------ -- --- -- - - - - - ----- - --~----- - - - - -- - - - -- - --.~- --- - - -- -- ---~- -- --- --- -------- -- .. _------------- ---- ----- -- ----------------- --- ---- ------------- --- ------ --- --- --. 
\-

18. Signature : ___ /.;/: __ - - --- - ---- --. __ _ . __ . -- . _ .. ------ .-- -.--- -- ---- ----- -. ----. ---- -.. ---.--. -- --__ .~ _____ . __ _ . __ ___ __ .... _. __ . __ _ 
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