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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES AZMILS DATA 

PRIMARY NAME: SILVER BULLION MINE 

ALTERNATE NAMES: 
PATENT MS 655 

PIMA COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 300 

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 14 S RANGE 2 E SECTION 24 QUARTER C 
LATITUDE: N 32DEG 11MIN 43SEC LONGITUDE: W 112DEG 07MIN 08SEC 
TOPO MAP NAME: QUIJOTOA MTS -15 MIN 

CURRENT STATUS: PAST PRODUCER 

COMMODITY: 
SILVER 
COPPER 
GOLD 
URANIUM 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
US AEC PRR PIMA CO. AZ. 1955, P. 666 
FULL, ROY P., INDIAN CLAIMS COMM DOCKET 345, 
V. I, P. 381-382,1970 
BLM MINING DISTRICT SHEET 546 
ADMMR SILVER BULLION FILE 
JGBS 143, 1981, RADIOACTIVE OCCUREENCES AND 
URANDIUM PRODUCTION P. 235 
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SILVER BULLION PIMA COUNTY 

Mr. Coplen stated that Lester Cox, Sells, had apparently been unable to find good enough 
value to continue work at the Silver Bullion so it is idle. LAS 10-6-64 

Mr. Coplen reported that Lester Cox had given up the Silver Bullion since he had failed 
to discover much of value. He is now preparing to drill the Mondte1 property for a 
Phoenix group. (see Mondte1 report). Memo LAS 12-1-64 

Conference with Lester Cox - Picacho mine 

Cox stated that Wilkerson and he still had a lease on the Silver Bu11iono They explored 
the surface with a bulldozer and uncovered some stringers of native silver bearing ore. 
The dump also showed considerable native silver. However, he did not consider it commercial 
as of now and had not done ~ork, there, for some time but felt it could be developed. 
He thought that it would be very 1inticu1ar, or pockety. Samples from the dump ran $30-35 in 
silver (mostly native). The owner, Mrs. Iona Stewart, Tucson recently died and is said 
to have a son, Roy, in Tucson who probably now has the claims. LAS Memo 2-2-65 



Mine 

District 

Subject : 

Silver Bullion 

DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS RE,PORT 

Date June 4, 1964 

Quijotoa District - Pima County Engineer Lewi sA. Smi th 

Mine visit and conference with W. H. Coplen at Quijotoa and Elden Wilkerson 
at Sells 

No one was at the mine at the time of the visit. 

Work: No work has yet been done at the mine, but a passable road was 
built, from a point 3 miles north along the Quijotoa to Casa Grande, 
westward for l~ miles to the mine. 

Present Operators: Lester Cox (formerly from Kansas) and Elden Wilkerson, 
both of Sells. (These two are also planning to work the old Sunset Mine near 
the Picacho mine, in the Comobabi Mountains west slope.) 

The Silver Bullion is reported to have once produced high grade silver ore 
from pockets along a narrow vein in granitic rocks, not far to the north 
from volcanics that are separated from the granitic rocks by a inferred fault. 
The dump material shows considerable hematite. 



DEPARTMENT OF ,MINERAL RESOURCES 

Mine Silver Bullion 

STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGI NEERS REPORT 

Date January 10, 1961 

District Quijotoa Dist., Pima Co. Engineer Lewis A. Smith 
\ 

Subject: Interview with Fred. Rhoads who worked there years ago. 

, Iona 28th 
Owner: Mrs. I~ Stewart, 49 W~-9th St., Tucson. (1958, October) 

~ Roy Stewart, 6252 E. 24th St., Tucson (son) 

Location: 6 miles NW of Quijotoa (Covered Wells ) in the Brownell Mountains. Proceed 
from Oovered Wells for 2 miles north on the Casa Grande Highway, thence turn left and 
go west for approximately 4 miles. 

Historl: The mine was worked near to the turn of the century and sporadic operation 
occurred after that until about 1940. According to Rhoads, the production is reputed 
to have totaled around $150,000. 

Work: Two deeper shafts, one above the other, on separate veins, are 80 and 120 feet 
deep, respectively, the deeper shaft being on the southernmost vein. Some drifting 
and stoping was done on the 50 foot level up for a about 25 feet and in one place the 
stope reached the surface. The upper or shorter shaft found little pay dirt. The 
two shafts are in quartz veins which are parallel and are about 100 feet apart. The 
stopes are distributed over a length of 150 feet. 

Geolo~: The two veins cut granite with some schist floaters. The pay streaks 
occurred. on both quartz wa.lls, or sometime s were found only on one wall. 

The minerals were argentite, embolite and considerable native silver. The 120 foot 
shaft now has water below the 50 foot level. The vetns ranged from 6 w 10 inches in 
width and the high grade streaks were up to )It wide. The veins trend about east-west 
and are about vertical. Mr. Rhoads stated that to his knowledge, little high grade 
pay dirt was found below the ,0 foot level, but some low grade ore was stacked on the 
dumps. He was inclined to believe that most of the silver occur.~·encE5in the area 
were shallow, pockety and high grade. 

(Mine owner report in files.) 



DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURC~S r~~.~l 
MI~:a~~:~::i::::RT JI) :,~{,:!:~~;~~I,,~):~:~) ijl 

,~ ~', ,~ ! <-, /,.\: /j{J!];iiJ[S j, 

Date ___ ?/_~l _~~::~~;,:: : ~,:?:(l_~~-"o>-J 

1. Mine: ___ .. jld./I/:f~~ ____ b&~ __________ ' ______________________ ______________________________________________________ --------
2_ Location: S:c _____________ Twp _________ ____ Range ____________ NearestTown ___ ~-------------- Distanc~~fi.~~ 

Direction ___ id1A..~ __ Nearest R.R. _____________________________ ____________________________________ _____ Distance---- ___________ _ 

, d' 
Road Conditions ____________ ()~~n:L _____ ?:~ ___ ~_h---/t.r~--~~--~-----~,~ -;:;v-"" .~. il l , ;7 --------

3, Mining District and c~unty: _______ ~) "--'-__ ~ ________ ? ___ ~ __ -'-------------------------------------------
4, Former Name of Mine :----- ,-------------i---------------J .' --~------------r-lT:j: ----------------------------------- ---------- I} I 
5, Owner: _____ 11n ___ ..: ______ .J~ ______ J;a~~/::--------------~--~~-~4~ 

Address : _____ '! __ 1 __ t.~(4 ____ 2_f~;rL ____ v... _______ .. _______ ~~~ __ ~ ________________ . ___ ,- __________________ ' __ '_( ____ c ____________________ _ 

6. operator: ____ ~ _________ ~ __ j~:----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Address : _____________________________________________________ ________ .' ____________________________________________ --------------------- --- _______________ _ 

() • / / t - ' ' 1 ~ ( 'U[ ,, ', f) r j 

7, Principal Minerals : _____ .J.~ _________ .I(k~ ___ t;~~d!.~ ___ ~ _~~_ }( ____ , __ L'_#{.:f:. !{" 
8. Number of Clai~s: Lode _________ l ________________ Patente&~ _'_~_ ... _ .. __ ._._ .. ___ Unpatented ___________ . ___________ ._. ___ _ 

Placer_. ______ . ___________________ Patented ... _______________ . __ ... __ .. Unpatented _________________ ____________ . 

9. Type of Surrounding Terrain :._ .. ____ .. ________ . ______ ... _ ... ______________________________________ . ___________________________________________ . 



~ . 

12. Ore "Blocked Out" or III n Sight" : ..... ~ ... ~_ .. ___ . __ .. _ ... _ .. _ . .' .. _ ... ___ .. _. __ ...... _~.:~ ...... ~ . __ . __ ...................... _ .... __ ,,_ ..... . 

Ore Probable: ... __ . _ . ___ ~."" __ .. __ .. _______ .. __ . __ ... _ ...... ______ .. ___ '_" __ . ___ .. __ ... _ .... ,. __ . ___ . __ ........... __ .. __ .. __ .. _ ..... __ ..... _ ...... .... . 

. ~ ................................................................................................................ .. .................................... ..... ......................................................................................... ............ ................................ "''' .................. ' .......................... .. 

13. Mine Workings-Amount and Condition : ........... _ ...... _ ..... __ ... _ ...... _ .................. _ ............... _ ............. .. ....... _. 

No. Feet Condition 

Shafts ... __ .. __ ____ ___ __ . __ .... _. __________ .. _________ ... __ . _ .... : ......................................... .................................................................. . 

Raises .. __ ... _______ . __ .. __ . _ .. __ . _____ . __ ... __ . ___________ ................................................................................................................. . 

Tunnels _________ . _. __ . __ ....... __ . ___ . __ . ___ .. ___ . __ ..................................................................................................................... .. 

C rosscuts .... _. ---. --- -.... --.. ------. -- -. --7 ••••• -- .... ___ .............................................................................................................. .. 

Stopes ... __ ....... __ ..... __ ......... _ ... __ ..... __ .. .... .. __ . __ ............................................................................................................... . 

1 4. Water Supply: .... _ ... _____ . ____________ .. _______ .. ____________ .... __ .. _ ........ __ .. . ______ . __ . _____ .. __ . __ .. ____ .... ___ ....... ~ ..... __ ...... __ ..... ___ " .. 

................. -............ _ ......................... ..... -...................... ~ .. :. ............................................................ ~ .. .; .................... -- ,_ .............. .. ....................... _ ........... _ .. _ .......................... - . -""" -_ ................. .. .. .. ...... ' .. -...... ..: .... .... .... -.. ;. .. .. 

...... ...... ______ .......... _ .... __ ............ _ ~ ___ .. ...... _ .... ............ .: ......................... _ .... ........ _ .. _ ................ ~ .... _ ....... _ .. _ ••• ~ .. .. _ .... 'Ooo ............................................ ~ .......... _ .. ________ ............ _ .......... __ ......... . 

·1 5. B ri ef History: ____ . ________________________________ . ___ ... _______ . __ . ____ . _____ . ____ . ____ . __ . ____ ..... ____ .. ________ .~ __ . ______ .. __ . _____ .. __ . "" __ . __ ~ __ . 

..... ......... _ .... - _ .... ...... - .................... - ...... - _ .... _ .. - - ...... - .... - ............... _ .......................... _ .. _ .. - -- .. _ .................. .. - .............. - _ ......... -_ .......... "''''' ................... - _ .... _ ...... - - ........ .:. ......... _ ........................ !" .. "' ....... ~.- .. 

1 6. Rema rks: .. --- .. -- -- .. -. -- ---- ---- -------- --------. --. -----. -- -. ------- .. -- -' --. --- ... -. ---. ---. -- ........... "- -. --. -.. ---. ---- -. -- .... -- -- .. --. -- -.. --.- . 

........... -_ ........ ...... ......... .. - .... ----:.- .... _- .... __ .... -.... _-_ ........ _- .. ........ _ ........ _ ........ .. -........ -.............. ---- .............. -- ........ __ .... - .. -.......... ...... ...... .. -.................. _--_ .......... _--_ ...... __ .. __ .... -- ............... _ .... -- ........... .. 

..... :. -...... -- -- -. -- --. ----- .... -. -- -.-- -. -- ------ --' -. --. -- ---- -.... --- .. -- ---- .. -- ..... ---- ---- ---- ----. -... Z'-' -- --- . --- -- ----. --- --- -----. --- -- .:- . -- ---- --:; .. --.--
DI ' I /.t 

17 If P f S I L' A . p" d T . '1 Jj~() / cf,t }--() (~ . roperty or a e, 1st pproXlmate nee an ermS .. ------./.---- .. --~------r.----------.------------ .... "'- ... -... .t'---- • 

.. :lvm:L .. (Yk~!fjZL ... k: .. dtv..'k,.4::l?r'~€.G.···.···················· .................................................. . 

1 8. S i gnatu re : ___ -- _ -__ ---- __ -- _______________ . ____________ . __ , ______________ ___ ---- ---. ---- ---- ---- ----. --- --- ___ -- --______ --- ___ , _____ __ ____________ _______ __ 
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