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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES AZMILS DATA 

PRIMARY NAME: SHEEP SPRINGS 

ALTERNATE NAMES: 

COCONINO COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 554 

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 11 N RANGE 14 E SECTION 24 QUARTER 
LATITUDE: N 34DEG 19MIN 27SEC LONGITUDE: W 110DEG 48MIN 03SEC 
TOPO MAP NAME: 0 W POINT - 7.5 MIN 

CURRENT STATUS: DEVEL DEP 

COMMODITY: 
MANGANESE 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
ADMMR SHEEP SPRINGS FILE 
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United States Department of the Inte~~or . 
. . . 

OFFICE OF lIEAfUNGS AND APPlEALS 

. INTERIOR. BOARD OF · :LANDAP?EALS 
. 4·015 VIILSON 'BOtltE'VAiRD 

ARLINGTON, VIIHHNIA 22203 

. i~SLIEAND LU'CY ' NEILSON 

' . , 

Declded December 20 •. 1972 
."" . ., . . ' '. ' . ' . ... .:.:" ." ,' " • .... .. "' . ...... ,. I ... , .• .• .•... ' ' .. '.' . ' 

• ~" , Appea:L ' from , decision ,· (A-6337) by Ar:LzonaBtate ' Offlce~ ' Bureau' 
of 'Land ' ~{anagement, reject:tng application to purchase land pursti&nt 
to . th~;:':~~nip.g , C~trlms, OecupancY ,Act.. . ' "" . 

MINING CLAIM'S OCCUPANCY ACT ' ~ . :principal Place of 

. ' . 

. ' A" qualified ' appli~ant for,.~conwysn~e . of. 3~d under the Mining . 

I 

I 

. Claims 'Occupancy" 'Act ofqctober 23, '1962 ,' mU3 t have b~en ~Otl,' ' . . 

that date a resid~~ntial occupan·t~ownerof. valuable improvementS · . 
in' sn ', uupatel1tedYn1niAg claim whiCh constituted ' for hIm a . 
principlliplaceof resitlence, . and~7her.e " on that date .an 

' appltcrutt . hasorily .. occupieq theclaim!n 11 . tenfand 'small ' 
portable trailer, "whichwere ' removed dur:tng the 't1in~er 

" months, there · were not valuableimp-.roven1e,hts .on the claim . j 

. which could cons ti tutearesidence upde 'r the · Act .- , 

Leslie T~ Neilson e.rid LucyNeil~H)n ~ Ero ~. 
, : . 

OPINION ··BY l!PJS., T"',!CnofPSON 

. ' Lesl:iLe ' T~ Neflson and Lucy 'Neilson have appealed fJ:om ·the dec!:'" 
, sian of th~Arizona State Officn ~ :Bureau of Land Klrmg~t1t.ent· ,dated : ~ 

October 22 ,1972 (A-633i) , which ;.rejected their application for fee 
. ' title to 'a fi ve .. ,acre tract · ,:;)! land. Thit3 :application was filed on 

June 16 " 1971 t pursuant to the Mfn:tng Claims ' Occupancy Act of 
Ogtober23 ':, 1962, as ~n9;ridedw' 30. U .. s .e" §§ :701-709 (1970)0 

'f .;. 

. The t~act is withln " th'e~patent'ed Sheep Sprftlgs <Manganese 'No. 1 
lode mining . claim which was declared nrill andvo:ld for lack -of ' a dis- ' 

.. cov~ryby an Administrative. Law ' Judge ~sdecisiotl(A-41~43). ,dated 
: bec~rIiber 2',19 70 ~ An (lppeal by the Neilsons to this Board ~lasS~"'; 

'" m8rily . ¢l~ttU.ssed~1ar(!~' 31. 1911; (tBLA 7t~1!~1).e 
.1 . 

':,' <The State Off1<;efonnd that ' the Neilsons were notqualified; appli-
,cants unde~the Mining Cla.i~10c'cupancy Act ! EtS they. t.rere not residential 
occupant~Qt.1ners of improvements, cons ti tuti.ng a principalplEice . of ' res-
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sectiOn ' 2 of th~M.tnin.g " 

. ,\"";:~:;"; ';~': * ,.'it: •. ~ .. qu~lified · applicant is a residential oc'cupant'~ .. 
. : .:: ' i'·. :·:~ner t ' as ;of October 23 It 1962, of . valuable impruvements 

';"in ari- unpatente~mitungcla:ini" whichcons.ti tute for him . 
, :;j a :'principal placeq(iesfdenceandwhich he ' and . his ' .' 

· ' :.:' pred~ceBsors ' in interest were In possesaionoffor not ... ... . 
. ' ·:, : leas . tb~riseVen 'yeara pt;ior to '-Ju1y 23, 196Z. . . '. 

. ;', 

' ,: 

, I'; > 

'. . .. ,We haVe" carefully ~orlsid.ered ·:a.ppel1tmts v objections to the 'deci- " 
alan '· belawand. their . reasons .' for appeal. ·we find there · is ' no basis . 
f.or disturb:lngt:he conclusion ' r~ached 'below iii' view' of appellants' ····. · ::· 
statements. in ,this appeai';.· Althou~appella.nts :. denycertaill state .... .. 
mentsof the' facts concerning thelr:'-' occupancy arid . imProvement of . 
the ·· tract · as ' stated in the decis iotl b they admit other facta which .' 

.'. eS,tablish . ·thtlt ·' they Eire not qualified , applicanta" 

.• In response to the~tatement.in t~e . deci$i~~ <:hat theY did.not .. 
reside 'on ~heln:i.l.1irtg · claim during ,' the . period 1954 " through ' .. 1959 except' . 

' fora .few short term visits ~vhen roads 't~ere . passa.ble ~ theyatate in . 
part: '. '" 

-, ':~'". , . ' ~".:') 

. Tbisstatementis entirely false • . During this 
period we.residedin ·a 18rge tent 'and' a small portable"'" 

·· trailer thru out the summer while we were doing the .' : 
' improvements necesaaiyto fulfill ' our claim obligation·s. · . 

. ' We left only lvhen "1inter weather ' inade it necessary for 
, us ' to go tQ a lower. . altitud9. 

, They also '. sta.te . the tent ' .end trailer ' were removed each winter to pro-
tect . them' from the weather'. . . They . admit . they ' moved a houSe trailer on . 

. thec1aimirt .1963, and:f.ndicate i t ;rem.a.:tned on the property and a 
bUildingvJas 'cons tructed ' around th·e · trailer' in 1966. · .. They also adnd t .' 

. they ' dicl tlot 11 v¢ on the .. claim during ' the TM'intel--9 of :·1953" thr()ugh ,. 
,,1970 ~ ' but assert that th~rha~"9reta1i'Led r.csiden·ce there s~nce 1963 > 

·. TheMining Claims ' Occupancy Ac~ 'iimitSt:f qualtfied applicant to 
," one withvalu~le improvements on , theclaimaa or October '23, 1962. 
-These ' must· have been a principal place of . residence , and the applicant 

I .. 

'1" 

. mUst '. have ' had possession for seven.yearsl' prior thereto. ' . Therefore , ~ the 
. ,crucial issue :iswhether the admitted r acts show' there . vlere . ':'valuable . 
'. improvements H on the claim' '.at that ' ti~ and if they 'V16uld he a '''principal : 

.' place· ,t)f res! dence." . The alleged imp:rovemen 1:8 on this claim ' prior to ' . 
.... October 23, 1962, were '::he' tent ,and small trailer which were removed 

' each winterft ,These do not constitute ftvaluable 1mprovenlbnts", within 
' . the. meaning ,of the Act~ . . 
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OEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOUR 
State of Arizona 

~I \ 

1. Mine:~_~ ___ ~ ____ c.: .<. ______ •• _ ••• • -__ : . • ___ •••. __ •••• ___ __ ______ __ _ • ___________________ ._. __ _ • ____ ._. ___________________ __________ . 

Location: sec. ;J, - -'f-~ - T wp. __ .1L~ Range_ . .l¥ __ ~earest T own. __ ~ ____ Distance ___ .1H __ .~ 2. 

Direction._'2.L_.W. ______ Nearest R.R.~~ ______ . _____ ____ _______ __ .-- Distance ___ a.~ 

Ro.ad Con~iti~ns-------r12~~--- - ----.--~-----.-----~~----~- .• ----------------. 

3. Min I ng District and County. ___ Z ___ _ /:~ _______ . ___ . ___ . ___ _ \" _. ______ . __ . ___ . _____ .. ____ . __ ___ __ .. _______ . _________________ . ______ ._ 

Forme~~e of Mine : __ ,~-----~~~--------------;.. ----~---: ----------4. 

5. Owner ........... 11 ..... ~ ........... , ......................................... ~ ................... , .......... .. 
Address:_ -------.--------------- ------~---~-.-.~---I -~--'i:- ----------.-.----.- - ---.---- ----------.-------
~ ) ~ ' . 

6. Operator: ...................... ' " ........... ........................ " ....................................................... ... ... ..................... .. 

Address: ________ ,~~.---~~ .. - - .-~:U-I!1-<-t - .-------------___ . ___ . 
Principal Minerals: ____ m_~_~------ - .. --.-------------.. ---------_______ . _________ __ __ . _________ :_ 
Number of Claims: Lode .... ...... .. ............ .. .. Patented ............................ Unpatented ............................ .. . l 4 

Placer ______ <{~--- ---- --: · Patented_~_~npatented----. -------.-------------.---. 

7. 

8. 

9. Type of Surrounding Terrain: ... ~~~.~~ ................................................. .. 

10. Geology and Mineralization :-----~0:-!J-t--g~---.---~. -~-- -~-,s; --c:J(~ 

........... .... .. ... ................................................................................................................................................................................................................ ':' .. .. ................. .. ~ .... .. ................. .. .............................................................................. ... 

' . ...... .. ............... . _ .............................................................................. y .............................................................. . 

11. Di~ension and Value of Ore BOdy:--_~ __ ~ _____ c.R~"-'-:o._. __ ·_~i_:e--~:::t"" -.------- - - - ---
. C1. _:'~_g;;:{_::!?~_/" l!.6._2t£) ___ ___ ______________ . _______ .. __ __ . _____ . ___ .. ______________ ____________________ ._. __ 

Please give as complete information as possible and attach copies of engineer's reports, shipment returns, 
maps, etc. if you wish to have them available in this Department's files for inspection by prospective leasors 
or buyers. 

(over) 
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• , ' . , '. IlL. - '-:-P '76- --L:fh ~ , , ~ .~~ ---," 
I 2. Ore ~B locked Out" or" I i1 Sight''': .. ~\ ........... ... ~ .. c.L .... " .: .. ~ .... ~ .... ~: ........ 9.r?. () &-
~ .. k.v.'~ ..... ~.~ ..... tit~ ... ~ ... ~ ... ;.~k:0! .. ~~~_C{ 

""""~~~"~·;~~·~~;~;::.::i~·:""/~~::~::I~::::L~::~::·::~:~::.~ 
.. 6A ... ~.4..q(l' ...... ;z. .. (:)~ .... ~ .. l? .. 2:-11 .... ~ ... d:0;t ... ~ ..... ~.mu_ 

13. Mine Workings-Amount and Condition: ........ : .. . : .... : ....... ~ .~ .. ~ ............. : .. _ ... , .... " .. . 

No. Feet Condition 

Shafts __ _ . __________________ .. ______________ ___ _______________ .............................................................................................................. .. 

Ra ises ...... __________ . _______________ ______________________ ............................................................................................................... .. 

Tunnels _______ . __ ________________ _ .---------------- .. -.. -.-- .............. ... .......... ~ ............... ~ ................. ~. !~ ... ~ ................. .'.~~ ......................... . 

C rosscuts. __ ._. __ . ______ . _. ______________________ .. ___ .. _._ ............................................................................................................... . 
'~ .... ,. 

Stopes ___________________ no ... _________________ .. ___ . ___ n_._ ••.•••••••••••••.••.•••• ~.: ... :.:::'; ~. ~ ................. ~ .......................................................... .. 

. - ..... ...... - .. - ...... - .... ---- ........ - .... ----- ...... ------------ .. - ... ------ .... --'J"-------------- .... -- .... --- ................... ------ .... - ............ ----- ............ - ....... ---- ............ ---- .. .. - ........ ------ ................. :: .. ----_ .. __ .. 

14. Water SuPply:._ .. -____ ~:~·~ .......... _._._ .... ____ .... __ ... ___ ._ .. _ ... ___ . ____ . __ .c __ ' ___ • __ ~- .-- ••••• • -~--.~.--. : ••• _ 

._-- ...... .... _--_ .... _--_ .................... __ ............. ,. -- ....... - - ---_ .. ---_ .... _----_ .... -_ .... _ .... .. .. _ .. --_ .... .; ...... .......... _- ............ - .. ---------- .... _---- ...... _-- ........ _------_ .... -- .... ,. .. .; ..... _." .. ,.-_ .... _- "'!. .......... .: .. ,.-_ ........... .. 

;·~· ..... ·~·;;~~ .. :;~~~~~;:12:::J~~·:.~~:J·:; ::~:~~:~::: :~i:2~ 
., '.. , '7- , .~ -::r--: ... v"'r 

??J:L .. ~ ... ~ ... n=r ... ~.~ ......... ~T •• &d .. ~ ... 

~!'~~·2···~···~~····~~~···~~:~ 
.-- ... --.---.-- .. --- ...... --.---.-----.------ ... -- -.. -----------c-.-.-----.. -.----.--.--- .. --.-... ------.-~--.- .--- " ... --."-----"-.- ... ~-•.. ..... ~ .. -".--.-.- .:-
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