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trademark. Due to the nature of archival collections, we are not always able to identify
this information. We are eager to hear from any rights owners, so that we may obtain
accurate information. Upon request, we will remove material from public view while we
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CONSTRAINTS STATEMENT

The Arizona Geological Survey does not claim to control all rights for all materials in its
collection. These rights include, but are not limited to: copyright, privacy rights, and
cultural protection rights. The User hereby assumes all responsibility for obtaining any
rights to use the material in excess of “fair use.”

The Survey makes no intellectual property claims to the products created by individual
authors in the manuscript collections, except when the author deeded those rights to the
Survey or when those authors were employed by the State of Arizona and created
intellectual products as a function of their official duties. The Survey does maintain
property rights to the physical and digital representations of the works.

QUALITY STATEMENT

The Arizona Geological Survey is not responsible for the accuracy of the records,
information, or opinions that may be contained in the files. The Survey collects, catalogs,
and archives data on mineral properties regardless of its views of the veracity or
accuracy of those data.
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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES AZMILS DATA

PRIMARY NAME: SHEEP SPRINGS

ALTERNATE NAMES:

COCONINO COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 554

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 11 N RANGE 14 E SECTION 24 QUARTER
LATITUDE: N 34DEG 19MIN 27SEC LONGITUDE: W 110DEG 48MIN 03SEC
TOPO MAP NAME: O W POINT - 7.5 MIN

CURRENT STATUS: DEVEL DEP

COMMODITY:
MANGANESE

BIBLIOGRAPHY:
ADMMR SHEEP SPRINGS FILE
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‘ | | : IN REPLY REFERTO:
* United States Department of the Interior
OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS :
INTERIOR BOARD OF LAND APPRALS

4015 WILSON BOULEVARD
ARLINGTON, VIRUINIA 29203

AN eI T 1 SLTR AND LUCY NEILSON -
' IBLA 72-181 s 2 RS Daclded pacenber. 205 1972
Appeal from deciaxon (Amo337) b] Arizona State Office, Bureau

4 i ok Land Management , rejecting application to purchase land pursuant
i f to. the Mining Claime Oncupancy Act._'

Affirmed

e Mining Claims:‘ MINING CLAIMS.OCCUPANCY ACT - Prinéipal Place of
Residence ; : : : '

'-‘,VA qualified applicant for convayance of land under the Mining
- Claims -Occupancy Act of October 23, 1962, must have been on
- that date a residential occupant~owner of valusble improvements
in an unpatented umining claim which constituted for him a
4 I Gttt principal place of residence, and where on that date an
o Kyfuv»]?, ki .~ applicant has only occupied the claim in a tent and small
s P N ' portable traLIer, which were rvemoved during the winter
months, there were not valuable improvements on the claim
which could conqtituta a regidencp under the Act :

. APPEARANCES: Leslie T. Ueilaon and Lucv Nellson, ‘E se.
' vmmr BY MRS, TTOMPSO

Leslie T. Nellson and Luey Neilson have appealed from the deci~-
alen of the Arizona State O0ffica, Bureau of Land Manapewent, dated
October 22, 1972 (4~6337), which rejected their application for fee:
~title to a five~acre tract of land. This application was filed on

feo June 16, 1971, pursuant to the Mining Claims Occupancy Act of
'f Octcber 23 1962 as amended 30 J.u.C, 5§ 701-709 (1970} .

The tract is withln ‘the unpatented Shpep Springs Manganese No. 1
lode mining.claim which was declared null and vold for lack of a dis-
. covery by am Administrative Law Judge's decision (A-4443), dated
' . December 2, 1970. An appeal by the Neilsons to this Board was sum~-
. marily. diamissed March 31, 1971 (IBLA 71-141). :

" The State 0ffice found that the Nellsons were not qualified appli-
cants under the Mining Claims Occupancy Act as they were not regidential
.. occupant-owners of improvewents constituting a principal place of res-

8 IBLA 404 . GFS(MIN) 10(1973)



IBLA”72—181

idence on October 23, 196?‘ As defined by section 2 of the Mining
MﬂMOmwqua(%USC,§mﬂ

ok mkg qualified applicdnt 18 a residential occupant—
A ;'?awner, ag of October 23, 1962, of valuable impruvements
4 in anm unpatented mining claim which constitute for him
.. a principal place of residence and which he and his -
‘predecessors in interest were in possession of for not
less than seven yearﬂ prior to July 23, 1962.

: “We have carefully conﬁidered appellants chjections to the deci-

- sion below and their reasons for appeal., We find there -{s no basis
for disturbing the conclusion rcached below in view of appellants'
statements in this appeal., Although appellants deny certain state-.
ments of the’ facts concerning thelr: occupauncy md improvement of
the tract as stated in the decision, they adnmit other facts which

- establish that they are not qualified applicants.

‘In responae to the statement in the dpcigion vhat they did not
- residé on the mining clalm during the perfod 1954 through 1959 except
. for a few ghort term viaiﬁs when roads were passeble, they state in
oy X part. »v ~

This statement is entirely false. During this -
period we resided in a large tent and a small portsble f
trailer thru out the summer while we were doing the =

_improvements necessary to fulfill our claim obligations.
We left only when winter weather made it necessary for
us to go to a lower altitude.

.'They also state the tent and .railer were removed each winter to pro— .
tect them from the weather. They admit they moved a house trailer on
i the claim in 1963, end indicate it remained on the property and a '
', building was constructed around the trailer in 1966. They also admit
. they did not live on the claim during the winters of 1953 through
:1970 but assert that they have retained residence there since 1963.

The Mining ClaimB Occupancy Act limits a qualified applicant to

- one with valusble improvements on the claim as of October 23, 1962,
- These must have been a prineipal place of residence, and the applicant
~ must have had possession for seven ‘years prior thereto. Therefore, the

_ crucial issue is whether the admitted racts show there were "valuable

dmprovements' on the claim at that time and 1f they would be a "principal
. place of residence." The alleged improvemsnts on this claim prior to

. October 23, 1962, were the tent and small trailer which were removed
. each winter. 1hese do not constitnte "valughle improvemﬁnts" within
 the meaning of the Act.

8 IBLA 405 et
' _GFS(MIN) 10(1973}
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MINE OWNER’S REPORT
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Please give as complete information as possible and attach copies of engineer’s reports, shipment returns,
maps, etc. if you wish to have them available in this Department’s files for inspection by prospective leasors
or buyers.
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13.  Mine Workings—Amount and Condition:
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