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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES AZMILS DATA 

PRIMARY NAME: SADDLE MOUNTAIN GROUP 

ALTERNATE NAMES: 
LOLA CLAIMS 
DYE VEIN 
GILA COPPER SULPHIDE CO. PROP. 

PINAL COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 376A 

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 5 S RANGE 16 E SECTION 3 QUARTER NE 
LATITUDE: N 33DEG 01 MIN 50SEC LONGITUDE: W 11 ODEG 41 MIN 35SEC 
TOPO MAP NAME: CHRISTMAS - 15 MIN 

CURRENT STATUS: PAST PRODUCER 

COMMODITY: 
LEAD 
ZINC 
SILVER 
GOLD 
IRON 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
ADMMR SADDLE MTN GROUP FILE 
ROSS. CLYDE P .. ORE DEPOSITS OF THE SADDLE 
MTN AND BANNER MINING DISTRCITS, AZ., USGS 
BULL. 771.1925. P.43-

CLAIMS EXTEND INTO SEC. 34-T4S-R16E 
ADMMR U FILE. PINAL AG6 
ADMMR SADDLE MOUNTAIN GROUP COLVO FILE 
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SADDLE MOUNTAIN GROUP PINAL COUNTY 

USGS Bull. 771 p. 43 



SADDLE MOUNTAIN GROUP PINAL COUNTY 

Mro Ce Lo Whitelock, 494 S. Main, Payson, Utah, visited in the office to check files 
on Saddle Mountain Mine, Adjust Group and Standard Group all in Pinal County. Says he has 
three properties optioned. Said he obtained the option from Lee ~s. 7-15-65 

~ 

Coastal Mining Co. of Reno - P.O. Box 12647, Tucson 85711. Company is subsidiary of 
Hanna Mining Co. They were drilling Saddle Mountain claims of Lee ~s near Christmas. 
Victor Kroll in charge. ~~ 
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STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

~ 

Mine Saddle Mountain Mine Date April 3, 1961 

District Saddle Mountain District, Pinal Co. Engineer Lewis A. Smi th 

Subject: lYline visit with Raymond Dye. 

Property consists of 15 patented claims. 

Location: s 3, T 5 s, R 16 E and S 34, T 4 S, R 16 E. 

Minerals: 
, 
Lead, zinc , gold., silver 

Owner: 

History: The history through 1922 is described by Ross.~ 

>. Jo, 

Work: The various worki~gs, assays, shipments etc. are described. in C. 1. Orem's 
report. 1/ Mr. R~mond Dye has repaired the 70 foot shaft in the west part of the 
claims and has extended the north drift somewhat. 

Geology: The general geology is adequately described by Clyde P. Ross. The shaft 
reopened by Dye, lie~ on the footwall of a vein which is 25-30 feet wide and which 
was formed on the footwall of a dike composed of andesite porphyry or quartz-mica 
diorite • . Many deposits in the area are believed., by Ross, to be associated with the 
latter although he mentions the pair of andesite dikes. A crosscut at the bottom of 
this shaft reaches the hangingwall from whence drifts were driven from 30-35 feet 
both ways along the wall. The vein and. dike strike about N 800 E and dip between 700 

and ~!j0t0 the south. A t the shaft the vein has two strong and smooth walls, The 
vein material consists of brecciated, sheared and highly altered andesite. The 5-8 
feet, next to the hanging wall, is oxidized around variable-sized breccia fragments 
and masses up to 1 foot in diameter. The fragments contain disseminated blebs of 
sphalerite and galena (with occa~ional thin fibers ,of argentite and sparse chalco
pyrite (or cupriferous pyrite). According to Ross ,;th3 o1rldized portions, around the 
breccia fragment bordersj contai n s ome anglesite, eerussite, and rarely chFjsocolla. 
However, it is also probable that some massicot (PbO) and. oxid.ized zinc minerals are 
also present along with considerable liI}lonite. Residual blebs of galena and sphalerite 
are scattered in the oxidized material, but pyrite in the hangingwall zone has mainly 
been removed. This oxidized material is colored orange or red and. this gives the 
outcrop a pinkish color. This along with the mottled appearance of the vein breccia 
ore outcrops are characteristic and could serve as indicators. Accessory minerals 
include calcite, chlorite, gypsum and sericite. The middle part of the vein is 
bleached gray and contains more pYrite and somewhat smaller zinc and lead sulphide 
blebs. It, however, carries some gold according to Mr. Dye. The breccia fragments 
are smaller and oxides are less prevalent. It also contains fine-grained quartz 
and is relat.ively compact. The footwall segment has yielded silver-lead bearing 
pockets and lQoks to be a little more oxidized than the other two divisions. In 
the area as a whole oxidization sometimes extends past the footwall for several 
feeto It was suggested that each division be sampled separately. The specimens 
from the hangingwall zone appear upon visual observation to have more zinc than 
lead and conversely the footwall area seems to have a little more lead, e~pecially 

1/ Report by G.L. Orem (See Department of Mineral Resources file.) 
~ Ross, C. P., U. S. Geol. Survey Bull. 771 (1925) pp 43-46 
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Saddle Mountan l1ine (continued) -2-

in the upper half of the shaft. In all three divisions the proportion of oxides 
at the top of the shaft is somewhat greater than is the case in the bottom. Orem's 
descriptions give a definite hint that this was true in some of the other workings. 
Small pockets of relatively high grade gold were noted by Ross and Orem. On the 
whole the oxidation in this mine appears to be relatively incomplete since sul
phide residua,ls are found at the surface. A decrease in overall silver values, 
in some areas in depth could along with hot silver lenses indicate that there may 
have been an overlying silver enrichment present prior to the late Tertiary 
erosional epoch. 'l'hus the high grad.e silver pockets and lenses which so far were 
largely in the upper part of most workings, may represent the feathering out of 
the enrichment along downward projecting tongues, expecially along fractures. 
Some sulphide blebs in the shaft ore are coated by scattered films which are be
lieved to be argentite. In the Little Treasure mine, Ross reports that native 
silver in vugs and black £i~ms) probably argentite films/ were found on the galena 
and sphalerite, along with red occasional specks w.hich he states probably could 
be pyrargyrite. In neither case was he able to accumulate enough material for 
proper tests. (The silver may be i n Itta:log~n~. compounds.) The samples from the 
lead.-zinc hangingwall section show several ounces silver and s orne gold, and the 
combined lead-zinc assays indicate about 12 percent. This particular vein is 
strong, has well defined walls, and. evidently has good. length , (Mr. Dye has 
traced it for over 1000 fee~ and it appears to be strong enough to reach a good 
depth. To the south is a narrow and fai.rly deep canyon and the vein dips toward 
this canyon. It was therefore suggested that an angled core drill hole from this 
canyon would be able to reach the vein at 100 or more feet below the bottom of the 
75 foot shaft, depending upon the angle of the hole. At the present cost of shaft 
sinking it would seem rather expensive to s ink the shaft as a means of determining 
the downward extension of the ore. The topography would permit other holes to the 
east for a considerable distance. If the vein continues dOjllwardthe crosscut 
drilling could. be supplemented by holes in the vein itself. ~hould the proportion 
of oxidation in the vein lessen as expected, the sulphide grade would be some 
better and ore would be more amenable to concentration. The ore would, if zonal 
deposition holds, be apt to contain proportionally more zinc in depth, since the 
temperature of zinc deposition is believed to be somewhat higher than lead and 
silver. It is hoped that appreciable silver values will continue downward. 

The average elevation of much of the present mineralized area as roughly compared 
with the contact between the andesite and later volcanics (on Saddle Mountain and the 
Tablelands) indicates that many hundreds of feet of the Cretaceous was eroded away 
in addition to the later flows. Part of the Cretaceous was removed prior to the 
outpouring of the later flows. Thus the depth of erosion of the Cretaceous, 
within the Ash Creek Basin, could have reached~tlch as 1000 feet. Ross states that 
it is believed that the mineralization in this area probably occurred in early 
Tertiary. Therefore, it is certain that a considerable depth of the original 
deposi ts was also removed. The eroded. part of these deposits would be apt tohave 
contained more silver and lead mineralization on the average, than has been found 
in the present area, except for localized lenses. Conversely it would be expected 
that the proportion of zinc would be gr~ter in depth. The presence of more fresh 
sphalerite in the deeper workings ~nds/ confirm this. Some progressive lessening of 
the rate o.f oxidation can likewise/ e~ected. since it is generally believed. that the 
climate in the region has relatively rapidly become more arid. d.uring the late 
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Saddle Mountain Mine (continued) -3-

Tertiary (probably late Pliestocene and Quarternary). This is also influenced by 
the rate of degradation of the topographic surface due to the rapid back-cutting of 
the Gila River drainage area. This extensive erosion may have removed much of 
any silver enriched zone which might have existed and. the drying up of the climate 
could have materially reduced the movement of the remaining silver downward. Also 
after a protracted erosional epoch the source material could have been materially 
reduced. This is to some degree varified by the absence of appreciable argentite 
in the present ores. Conversely the argentite could have been oxidized to silver 
halogens. Nevertheless the indicated decrease in silver values with depth ex
cepting near surfaced local high-grade lenses, indicates the fingering out of any 
enrichment which may have existed above. Therefore, it would seem that the better 
hope for the future would lie in the development of the bare metal reserves to a 
point where they would. warrant the building of a concentrating plant. 

Of the mineralized areas, observed by Mr. Dye and me, the 'tDye lt vein area and one 
to the south would best lend themselves to future prospecting. The area to the 
south has a considerable surface extent (perhaps more than a fourth of a mile in 
diameter) in which much of the surface is well sa tura ted with iron oxides and has 
bands of kaolinization spaced over it. This area appears to contain a:'inumber of 
veins some of which have been worked to varying degrees. Much work would be re
quired to obtain a true picture of this area. For example it must be determined 
whether the values are disseminated or more confined in veins. Geophysical pros
pecting methods might prove useful in this case. 

The presence of transverse faluting is noted by Ross and Oram. Time did not permit 
a stuqy of these, but Mr. Dye pointed out that the east portion of the Dye vein 
appeared. to have been somewhat stepped southward. Two lines of de-arrangement in 
the andesite bedding and. shallow escarpments are seen in the area east of the ltDye H 

shaft. 
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Mine 

District 

Subject: 

Location: 

DEPARTMENT OF MINE:RAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS RE·PORT 

SADDLE MOUNTAIN 

Banner (Christmas), Gila County 

Office Visit By Lee Acton, Owner 

Date November 18, 1978 

Engineer Ken A. Phi 11 ips 

Minerals: Gold, Silver, Lead, Zinc, Copper 

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Acton, P.O. Box 17S, Kearny, Arizona 85237, Phone: 363-5826, 
reported he would like to sell or lease his mining property. He has owned the property 
since 1947 and no production has been made since that time. The property includes 15 
patented claims to which patent was issued in 1902 to a Mr. Chidden. 

Mr. Acton feels the property is principally valuable as an exploration, because 
he has no interest in mining it himself. Both Inspiration Consolidated Copper Company 
(in the 1960·s) and Phelps Dodge (in 1974) have drilled on the property and Kennecott 
has drilled nearby. The Insp,iration drilling produced a few feet of copper bearing core 
but the core assays were all below 1% copper. Bud Walker of Phelps Dodge had signed a 
lease at $1,000 per month and $350,000 had been appropriated to purchase the property, 
but access problems with the San Carlos Apache Indian Tribe discouraged Phelps Dodge 
from completing the purchase. 

The property reported includes two veins chiefly valuable for gold and one 
for silver, lead, and zinc, which may be suitable for prospecting and development as 
a small mine. Old time rumors exist which tell of a production of 230,000 troy ounces 
of silver. A hand picked samples of 800 pounds yielded 5 troy ounces of gold. Hope 
Metal Mining Company (Dr. Arthur C. W. Bowen) is reported to have drifted on a vein 
and produced lead-silver ore. 

KAP:mw 
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