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P.HELll'lI NARY ESTll'JA TE OF COPPER, LEAD, ZINC, GOLL AND SILlER 

PRODUCTION IN ARIZONA AND THE UNITED STATES, IN 1956 

Compiled by Arizona Department of Mineral Resources 
Source: U.S.B.M.Reports and Mining Company Estimates 

TONS COPPER TONS LEAD TONS ZINC 

(Prelim. ) 
(Estimate) 
(Estimate) 

: ARIZONA . 
Jan. : 
Feb. : 

March: 
April: 

May: 
June: 
July: 
Aug. : 

Sept. : 
Oct. : 
Nov. : 
Dec. : 

43,411 
41,054 
45,679 
44,079 
46,981 
45,544 
33,526 
41,151 
37,742 
43,000 
43,000 
43,000 

U. S. : ARIZONA 

94,519 
89,182 
97,943 
95,610 
99, 664 
94,934 
80,615 
92,078 
85,251 
92,538 
92,500 
92,500 

959 
1,004 
1,125 
1,005 

967 
1,009 

851 
1,000 · 

976 
1,100 
1,000 
1,000 

Est. Totals 1956: 508,200 :1,107,400 12,000 

Avg./ Month 42,350 92,283 1,000 

Totals 1955 454,105 998,570 9,817 

Avg./ Month 37,842 83,214 818 

U. S. 

26,526 
27,754 
31,051 
29,625 
29,848 
29 s 263 
27,959 
30,613 
27,455 
31,374 
29,500 
29,000 

350,000 

29,167 

338,025 

28,169 

ARIZONA 

1,822 
2,094 
2,293 
2,154 
2,194 
2,204 
1,943 
2,088 
2,073 
3,100 
),100 
3,100 

28,100 

2,342 

22,684 

1,890 

U. S • 

41,019 
42,671 
48,108 
44,957 
47,438 
45,066 
43,507 
45,759 
42,643 
48,594 
48,000 
47,000 

545,000 

45,417 

514,67J. 

42,889 

Notes: Arizona ranked first in COPPER production in the United States, as it has 
done since 1910. Arizona's copper production in 1956 was the highest in 
Arizona's history. 

The San Manuel Smelter began operations on January 8, 1956. The Mine was 
in production with the first stope undercut completed on January 23, 1956. 

The United States mine production of copper in 1956 was the highest in 
history, exceeding the annual production during the war years 1942 and 1943. 

Arizona is estimated to rank Seventh in LEAD production in the U. S. 

Arizona is estimated to rank Ninth in ZINC production in the U. S. 



I 

PRELIfilINARY ESTV1ATE 

OUNCES GOLD 

· : ARIZONA U. S. · 
Jan. : 12,040 135,017 
Feb. : 1),027 131,284 
Meh. : 13,478 134,591 
Apr. : 12,274 137,038 
May : 13,377 145,624 
June: 12,733 152,055 
July: 9,751 157,764 
Aug. : 11,834 182,457 : 

Sept. : 12,000*: 180,000*: 
(frelim. )Oct.: 12,500*: 180,000*: 
(Est. ) Nov. : 12,500 : 180,000 : 
(Est. ) Dec. : 12,500 : 150,000 : 

Est.Totals 195~148,000: 1,866,000 

Avg./ Month · 12,333: 155,500 · 
* Estimated 

(Continuea) 

OUNCES SILVER E.& M. J.METAL PRICES 

ARIZONA 

464,237 
459,765 
499,712 
457 :J~95 
477, ?Ll 
445,270 
328,760 
410,118 : 
380,000*: 
400,000*: 
400,000 : 
400,000 : 

5,123,000 

426,917 

U. S. ~COPPER ~ LEAD: ZINC 

2,869,878 
3,012,601 
3,294,515 : 
3,251,))7 
3,128,769 
3,147,546 
2,754,908 
3,295,701 
2,900,000*: 
3,000,000*: 
3,000,000 : 
3,000,000 : 

4J.749: 16,151: 13.431 
44.588: 16.000: 13.500 
46.728: 16.000: 13.500 
46.161: 16.000: 13.500 
45.531: 16.000: 13.500 
45.056: 16.000: 13.500 
40.807: 16.000: 13.500 
39.625: 16.000: 13.500 
39.597: 16.000: 13.500 
38.623: 16.000: 13.500 
36.000: 16.000: 13.500 
36.000: 16.000: 13.500 

ESTIMATED AVERAGE PRICES 

36,655,000 
41.7¢ : 16.0¢ : 13.5¢ 

Totals 1955 127,616 1,884,186 4,634,179 36,734,565 

Avg./ Month 386,182 3,061,214 10,635 157,016 
37.3¢ 14.9¢ 12.3¢ 

Notes: Arizona is estimated to rank Fifth in GOLD production in the U.S.and Alaska. 
Arizona is estimated to rank Fourth in SILVER production in the United States. 

SUMMARY OF ARIZONA'S ESTIMATED PRODUCTION AND VALUE IN 1956 

508,200 Tons Copper 
12,000 Tons Lead 
28,100 Tons Zinc 

148,000 Ounces Gold 
5,123,000 Ounces Silver 

@ $.417 
@ $.160 
@ $.135 
@ $35.00 
@ $.905 

per lb. 
per lb. 
per lb. 
per oz. 
per oz. 

$ 423,839,000 
$ 3,840,000 
$ 7,587,000 
$ 5,180,000 
$ 4,636,000 

Total Value of Arizona's 5-Metal Production in 1956 - $ 445,082,000 

Arizona Department of Mineral Resources December, 1956 


