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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES AZMILS DATA 

PRIMARY NAME: RANCH CHALLENGE CLAIMS 

ALTERNATE NAMES: 

YAVAPAI COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 395 

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 9 N RANGE 3 W SECTION 26 QUARTER SE 
LATITUDE: N 34DEG 05MIN 26SEC LONGITUDE: W 112DEG 32MIN 15SEC 
TOPO MAP NAME: MORGAN BUTTE - 7.5 MIN 

CURRENT STATUS: EXP PROSPECT 

COMMODITY: 
GOLD PLACER 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
USGS MORGAN BUTTE QUAD 
ADMMR RANCH CHALLENGE FILE 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: FILES 
From: John H. Jett, Director 
Subject: Property on Black Mountain 
Date: October 7,1980 

Office visit October 7, 1980 - Jack Oliphant. 

~ack Oliphant was in the Of~ . Stated he had a 100 ton Escapule unit 
on hi s property. It is thef uni tal 'Min6pco (~uston Mining & Mi neral s) 

had in Oatman. They will crush to minus 1/8~cyanide, then process tails 
for tungsten, barite and lead. Was vague about the method. Had tried 
tables but all minerals came out together. The property is on Black 
Mountain. Four veins, one at each point of the compass, dip approximately 
30 degrees and appear to run together. 

The President of Houston Minerals wants to drill the property. He will 
provide equipment and Mr. Oliphant will do the work. 

Has potential investors in Phoenix. 

JHJ:mw 
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RRB WR 8/29/80: Shane Parten of Ranch Challenge was in ~or a clar1f~cat1on of claim staking procedure. He reported that they are st~k1ng many cla1ms.for various minerals (gold, silver, tungsten, moly, e~c.) 1n the proposed w1lderness area and that they are rebuilding roads in area w1th a D-8. 

RRB WR 12/5/80 - .. Joe Smai 1, Mesa, a small contractor reported that he was contacted to haul placer ore running from 5 to 10 oz/ton of gold from Amazon Gulch to process­ing plant approximately one mile away. Nine claims were reportedly bought from Ranch Challenge including the placer gold and lode tungsten. He wasn't sure just how they were involved but mentioned the names Matt Laxton, Roger Craig, and Lou Gaddis. He also said he was told that if he was interested he would have to start immediately as there was no time to properly evaluate the property. 
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