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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES AZMILS DATA

PRIMARY NAME: LIBERTY CLAIM

ALTERNATE NAMES:
PATENTED CLAIM MS 777

GILA COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 513

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 11 N RANGE 9 E SECTION 27 QUARTER SE
LATITUDE: N 34DEG 15MIN 45SEC LONGITUDE: W 111DEG 25MIN 05SEC
TOPO MAP NAME: BUCKHEAD MESA - 7.5 MIN

CURRENT STATUS: EXP PROSPECT

COMMODITY:
GOLD

BIBLIOGRAPHY:
ADMMR LIBERTY CLAIM FILE
ADMMR PAYSON GOLD DIST MINES CORRES FILE
BLM MINING DISTRICT SHEET 133
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LIBERTY CLAIMS GILA COUNTY

NJN WR 3/25/88: Mr. Aree (sp?) of R S & S, 143 W. Via Rita Drive, Phoenix, Arizona
85023, 375-2150 visited and reported he plans a surface mining amalgamation milling
operation in the area of the Liberty Claims (file) Gila County.



VAV OLS

REPORT
Upon the patented Mining Claims
of The

VERDE FALLS GOLD MINING CO.
Gila County, Ariz.

The Sketch Map herewith shows the above mining provertiss to be located in a
surveyed district in the neighborhood of the town of Payson, Gila County, Ariz-
ona. From the Survey numbers it is seen that the claims are among the first
mining claims patented in the State:-- sometime early in the '80's;--since which
time very little work has bsen done upon them other than the annual work and the
surveying and patenting of the properties.

The passing of forty years has be-fogged much of the early history of these
claims, ‘

The district in which they are located is, however, somewhat remote from rail-

road facilities, this, however, is overcome by a well established line of truck

which supply the requirements of this country. The town of Payson may be con-

sidered the proper point from which to visit the properties. It is situated 137 miles
from Phoenix, and 96 miles from Globe; in a well-wooded and watered country.

The State Highway is at all times in wonderful conditions, being surfaced both from
Phoenix and Globe and pessing within a very short distance of the several groups of
patented claims of the Verde Falls Gold Mining Co.

GEOLOGICAL AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS

Geologically the country is granitic; certain areas or zones being cut by a wide
variety of gineous rocks, with extensive dikes of a dark greenish black basie
varieties. Secimentary rocks, consisting of Cambrian red sandstone, overlain by
(probable) Devonian dolomite, still rest unconformably upon wide areas of the
primary rocks, but everywhere emphasize the tremendous faulting which the region has
guffered by their degradation and change of level and dip. Economically, the con-
ditions found in this region are vastly better than those common to Arizona; for
throughout there are many fertile valleys (which doubtkss gave the district name
of Green Valley) running streams and other sources of water, wide spread soft and
hardwood timber suitable for fuel, large pine forests from which sawed lumber is
today obtainable at the mill for $25.00 per M. and finally a vast cypress forest
from which the best mine timbers can be obtained. Game is plentiful, with trout
fishing excellent, and general living conditions much more agrseable than in many
other parts of the state.

EXAMINATION OF THE VARIOUS MINING CLAIMS

THE GOWAN

As noted on the sketch map, this claim is located in Section 34, Twp. 10 N. Range

9 East; its lower or southerly portion being crossed by the East Verde river. It
stretches thus, NW, by S.E. across the bottom of Verde Canyon, on the northerly
side. The vein consists of two distinet portions; one consisting of quartz in
which free gold is easily visible, and the other of an earthy, iron stained breccia;
all lying betwasen porphyry walls and dippihg north-easterly at about 45 degrees;



the total thickness heing from four to seven feet. An inclined sheft waae firet
sunk on the vein to s denth of ahout 75 feet after which a verticnl shaft was
aunk to intersect the first near its bottom. The ore removed from the first
shaft was milled, torether with ore taken from the stopes which were earri-d to
the surface from both gides of the shaft and for consgiderable distences,

Samples taken by the writer vielded as follows:

Mo, l-=9ilver 0,20 oz, Gold 0.52 ozs. or £10.60 per ton.
No. 2-=8ilver 0,40 o7. Gold 0,70 ozs. or ©14.00 per ton.
No, 3=--~8ilver 0,20 oz. Cold 0.40 ozs. or $8.00 per ton.

No. 4==Silver 0.720 n7. Gold 0.8, ozs. or £17.00 per ton.

Concentratas "25 into one" assayed 3204.00 gold per ton.

Just below the mine onening, and in the bank of the river, is located the 0ld
ten stemn mill, built by the Pacific Iron Works in 1878, The frame work is

in exeellent condition with the rock breaker, as well as the battery with its
eam and drive chafta and ~ullsvs in as gnnd condition as when they were cet un,
Tn thie mill was trecsted =11 of the ore mined in the Gowan, together with a
large ammunt of ore from various other c¢laing belonging to the ecomnany.

Tn considerine theer iacts, it mi=t be remembered that when this work was done--
forty vears aco--thase interested were zold minere from California, who were
only intrrosted in free zold available by the simplest milling processes; and
that thev were not only unorevared to recover such gold as migzght be locked up

in iron sulvhides {and therefore used no concentrators of any sort. Today
conliti-ne sre vastly different, and T unbcsitatingly advise the further
develornent of this proverty. Ineidentally, the old stopes =are timbered —ith
pecled eyoress from loeal curnly, 20l thess timbers are as solid and sound &8
the day they were ut in--forty years ago. This property is now under leasse

to B. C. Taylor znd aooesocistas who sre develorping with the intention of shipping
the selecious ¢old ore to the Globe smelter. Company reserves richt of
rossession on demand.

THT STIMIT

Thie elai~ is Incated in Seetion 16, Twe, TIVN., Pance 9 Tact, and is ovened

by two shafte, but = short distence below the zone of sediments=ry rccks, or near
the evmr it of 2 hichly faulted area. The ghaft i< 90 feet decn, with drifts
poth vayvs uron the veine The apvarent truth of trhis statement is borne out

hv the eize of the ald dumos, The vein "eontuact betwesn vorphyry and opanita®

i An1ly eiv feet in thickneea, The ctpikr of thic vein corresvonde with the
N eeS 7 Arn gone extending for riilse below. The ore fyrom this vronerty was
peyer iY1od by the early dav niners on acecount of its cormner contert but was
atneled far fotere obdoment when transoortation wa. made nosgihle, A ghinment
AT thie ore wae wnde hr T, T, Coleman in 10)1A who sorted the ore dumn,  Two .
crme of onld-pannor pre wers shivted ta the Globe Smelter; veturns from which,
made it rneaihls far the Coleman to instnll an ice nlant nt Ray, Arivona,

Tn ~ot eome ices of what the mine had yielded, twn ssprles were tagenj--No, |
conajetin. n? + rumoer of pemsining nieces of cupriferoun cuertzose meterial,
“nd Yo, 2 eavedistive of 8 larze cenersl sarole of vUine stuit, such as constituted
the bulk ot the gortsc ore-dump,



Toon a=aar thor vislded as followss -

Noe 1==Silvep-a A0 oz, 0ol A==, 26/ o7, Copper--9.7% in wvhick the =014
and silver vaives are PLA70 nar ton,

No, 2--Cilvar--0,50 a7, G01d-~0.50 oz. Copper--=4.22% in whiecy the =914

and silver vaines are %11,16 perton.

Without concideration of the selected sample (althousgh its vromise is cuite
aiznificant) one cannot avnid the idea that the material comnosine theo shandoned
nre regidue wonld todav, constitute a very valuable asset. There ic nn less
than AOD tone Af thie sorted meterial in the dump at the nresent time,

The vein ie 2t least from four to six feet in thickness, and float ore is found
for a lon: distance down the gouth-casterly slope of the countrr, I ecertainly
recommend the vropner develooment of this claim, as constituting an enterorise
of great nromice,

THR CONTACT GROUP
This grour econzistine of four contiguous claims, (Contact, Connection No,. 1,
Connection No, IT, and Lone Tonto) is located in the southern nart of Sec. 16,
Twp, IT W. Ranze § Tast. The area covered by the clains presents a picture

of unusual inter-st, and offers geological and mineralosiecal data rromising
ore denosits of egreat size and value. On the northerly edge of the area the
oround sinnag ahrvotly into a wide canyon, whose northern wall rises quite

as abruntlv to the undisturbed sedimentary rocks above; and a somewhat similat
“condition necurs on the westerly edse of the area. From the surface of the
platean oun which the claiws are located the sedimentary rocks are gone, and
gurface exanination shows a remarkable series of rock-bands or zones all
strikine north-westerly. On the west side is found a thick bank of finely
lamenated schist, rather lizht colored.

Tast of and ad joining this aconears a strong igneous dike of from 12 to 20 feet
in thickness, of a dark green rock, probably diabase; next comos & thick band
of intrusive monzonite at least 60 Teet thick; then a grsat ocunk of so-called
"hull quartz", aopnarently barren, outerooring in several great bunches; east
of this comes a zone of tynical “zossan™ or "iron hat" 30 feet thick or more;
then anonther hugze diorite or disbase dike. A number of ancient orosvect holes
ares found in the possan; one at least which must have been sunk to a decth of
20 or 40 feot; as evidenced oy the dump, but none showing evidence of having
sone throush the gossan into solid material. Two shallow shafts were also
eunk in the first green dike; all doubtless in search for gold ore. Althourh
conner =tain is generally apoarent, it may be sunnosed that no gold ores were
frund of sufficient value to warrant the necessary long haul, In the gossan
itgelt one could searcely exoect to find more than traces of the metals, since
it is verr thoroughly oxidized and leached. However, samples were taken from
both dike =nd oogsan, with the followins results:- ‘

No. 1--Six font pit on dike. Gold=--0.10 Silver--0.50 oz. Copper 1..9%
NOo. 2-=40 " non n n 0.032 " 0.hO M " 2.10%
No. 3-=MNorth Nuteron® w v 0,22/ " 0.30 " " 3.55%
No. AL=--Brown iron Gossan 0,624, " 1.00 " " 0.54%
No. 5--Selacte " 1,54 B 100 ™ " 2.30%

=
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Here is a mineralized zone of some hundreds of feet in thickness and a distinct
length of at least one thousand feet which offers the mogt interesting possi-
bilities, While the surface facies of the schist-band shows no sisns of
valuable minevralization, 1t is of course possible that its unalterecd parts
may devalop valuable ore deposits. The dike shows constant values in gold,
gilver, and coover, and any considerable body of this rock containing such
amounts of those metals as are found in sample (4) could be readily handled

by & very simple flotation process, from which the concentrate might even be
locally roasted and matted in reverberatory furnaces. Unless the surface
indiecations 2re most untruthful, the possible value to be found in the schists
snd the first dike, constitute but a small part of the mineral values which
may be exoected as a function of development; for, no matter whether or not
the big cuartz vein may be found to contain values per se, or whether it be
the resultant of the vrimary metal carrier (as seems to be so frequently the
case) one cannot doubt but that the great gossan band next to it on the east
gives abundant vromise of a great mineral deposit below. The highly ferroginous
character of this gossan indicates the former existance of a heavily vyritic
vein, and the fact that, after ages of oxidation and progressive leaching, it
now shows gold, silver and copuer (as shown in the results from sample No, 4)
offers very opromising indications of what may be found in the unaltered sul-
nhides below., This whole series of rock bands may be prosvected by diamond
drilling; best probably from the western ravine; from which it might easily be
crogs=-cut at satisfactory depth by a series of drill holes. .

This clain is located in the southern portion of See. 27, Twp, II N. of Range
9 Tast. W=ar the crest of the hill, and just below the remaining sedimentary
rocks, there ig an old shait, in bad repair. The ore is an iron stained,
honey combed auartz with an average width of six feet. A grab sample gave
#2,00 20ld per ton. Further down the hill are several other opening, nearly
obliteratad by the flizht of time, but all showing ore which should develop
commerically; these ar2 small, ranging from one to three feet in thickness.
It is a matter of hearsay that & considerable tonnage of good gold ore was
taken from thisg ILiberty claim and milled in the Gowan mill: This being apnarently
true takine into consideration the size of the dumps as compared with amount
of develonment work verformed,

TH® FXCURSION

This elai~ is loecated south-westerly from Pavson, in Sec, 27, Twn. 10 N, of
Ran~e 9 Tast. It shows a stronz guartz vein of about six feet in thickness,
gtrikine N.W.S.7%, and lying between porphyry or highly altered granite walls,
Navelooment work consists of a nearly verticle shaft to a denth of one hundred
fortvy feet. A1l material hoisted is ore and etill remeins on the ground where
it can be easily samoled before delivery to a mill., From its apnearance the
ore should be somewhat more valuable than is indicated by the result (below)

af the samnle taken:--G0ld--0,A0 0z, Silver--2.50 o0z. Copver--4.21%.

Hoth iron and copper sulnhides have been encountered in the shaft; thus nroving
the imnoaaibility of tr=atment by the early day minsr.

THE_DELAWARE

This claiv linss some four miles south-easterly from Payson in Sec. 13 Twp. LO N.
of Ranre 10 Tast. Tt contains a gold vein, about four feet thick; over half of
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which carries very good values, as por the following assaysi—-
Bilver--l,10 0z, G0ld==0,92 0z, Value 519.01.

This ¢laim is under lease to hMr. Pettingill of Globe who has equipped the pro-
perty with hoist, bunk house end shop,

CONCLUSION

Among the first descriptive itoms glven the writer concerning the mining proe
perties or seven groups descrived in this repors, one fuct wes saliente-they
were ulte remote from ordinary travel routes, and difficult of access to a
gertuin oxtent; while one bit of possible hearsay had a sort of gossipy value
in favor of she property--that they had been examined by Mr. Treadwell, who
advised Senator Clark to bake them in pluce of the United Verde,

Disraegarding the hearsay, the conditions of remoteneoss and difficult access
seemed Yo, at loast partially, offset the rather negative history of an ide-
ness of forty yoars. Thefact that %he groups, seven in number, were included
in the highly mineralized zone, extending north-westerly shrough Nevada and
southe-ansterly into 01ld Merxico covering most of Arizona's big mines, seemed
%0 offer possibilities of wvaluabls disecoveries; these pomsibilities being
supplemented in value by the report of abundant water-supply and abundant |
timber for fusl and mine uses,

I geol quite cert:iin that no engineer had seon these propertics in many yoars
previous to my Tirst visit in 1916, and I will state that the rather feint
hops of the discovery of something worth while, whieh I entertained upon
starting out, wes changsd to an Interest cloasely approaching anthusiasw by,
what I saw, I not only found the gold values to be better and more ;ersistant
than I had expected to find them, but I found out She real reason for the une
fortunste shut down of opesrations by the early day operatorst This on aeccount
of having encountered the semiesulphide zone whera the greater part of the
gold was locked up in the pyrite thus, causing a loss whieh could not de
overgome, since in those days ore dreseing was in its infeney; this, however,
has at the present tims been absolutely overcome by tuble concentration and
flotation, 1In a reglon less abundantly mineralized any of the groups coveresd
in this roport would be sufficiently interesting to warrant devslopment; but
I eannot hely being particularly strucs with the great promiss of the Gowan,
the Contact CGroup and the Sumnit olaime. Of these, the Jowan and the Sumnid
mant doubtless be o ened up in the usual manner, by shafte and drifts; bus,
in case of the Contuck, it is probable thut sufficieat initial develoyment
ean be performed by diamond-drilling, and without serious expemse; and I shall
bo greatly disappointed if such development doesn not open up very large and
valuable ore-=bodies,

With hydro-aleetric powsr anvailable by harncssing the wateors of the "ast Verde
river, which flows directly across thyree of our groups, a large item of exponse
would be reduged to ths minlmum, I believo any power nsgessary could be
developed by utilizing thoe power sitos available,

Thie mining enterprise looks to mo like a sure winner if properly dovelopsd under
efficient mansgement with sufficient caupitols The Company 1s capitalized
1,600,000 shares with a par value of one dollar por shares. There hasg baen
500,000 sharc: issued; thie in payment for the property and noegessury expenss



by

during the laat twenty-one vears; thus leaving in the treasury 1,100,000
ghares to be off2red for vromotion wnurooses,

Regpectfully submitted,

F. C. Smith, M.,



