
The following file is part of the 

Arizona Department of Mines and Mineral Resources Mining Collection 

ACCESS STATEMENT 

These digitized collections are accessible for purposes of education and research. We 
have indicated what we know about copyright and rights of privacy, publicity, or 
trademark. Due to the nature of archival collections, we are not always able to identify 
this information. We are eager to hear from any rights owners, so that we may obtain 
accurate information. Upon request, we will remove material from public view while we 
address a rights issue. 

CONSTRAINTS STATEMENT 

The Arizona Geological Survey does not claim to control all rights for all materials in its 
collection. These rights include, but are not limited to: copyright, privacy rights, and 
cultural protection rights. The User hereby assumes all responsibility for obtaining any 
rights to use the material in excess of “fair use.” 

The Survey makes no intellectual property claims to the products created by individual 
authors in the manuscript collections, except when the author deeded those rights to the 
Survey or when those authors were employed by the State of Arizona and created 
intellectual products as a function of their official duties. The Survey does maintain 
property rights to the physical and digital representations of the works. 

QUALITY STATEMENT 

The Arizona Geological Survey is not responsible for the accuracy of the records, 
information, or opinions that may be contained in the files. The Survey collects, catalogs, 
and archives data on mineral properties regardless of its views of the veracity or 
accuracy of those data. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Mining Records Curator 

Arizona Geological Survey 
1520 West Adams St. 

Phoenix, AZ 85007 
602-771-1601 

http://www.azgs.az.gov 
inquiries@azgs.az.gov 



PRINTED: 08/29/2001 

ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES AZMILS DATA 

PRIMARY NAME: HEATH MILL 

ALTERNATE NAMES: 
TROUT CREEK MILL 
HAYDEN MILL 

MOHAVE COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 503A 

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 18 N RANGE 13 W SECTION 35 QUARTER NW 
LATITUDE: N 34DEG 53MIN 44SEC LONGITUDE: W 113DEG 37MIN 53SEC 
TOPO MAP NAME: PILGRIM WASH - 7.5 MIN 

CURRENT STATUS: PAST PRODUCER 

COMMODITY: 
MILL PB OXIDE 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
ADMMR HEATH MILL FILE 
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Mel Jones has recently examined some Au-quartz veins held by Solomon Mines, 

Inc. Mike Willyard, pres. & mgr. There are two groups of claims near 

Signal but Mel's samples didn't reveal any high grade material. OW WR 8/18/75 

Mr. Aldridge, Mohave County Supervisor, stated that Mr. Michael Merideth of 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, telephone in Wikieup, 765-2258, operating as Trans 

Western Mining has purchased the mill formerly owned by Burnside. 

Went to the old Heath mill 11 miles NE of Wikieup where Dave Stansbury, 

watchman for Robert 5urnside, said Solomon Mines, Inc. have a le a se­

purchase agreement \vith Mr. Burnside but tha t pr e sently the c ompa ny 

was trying to raise more finances as their principal investor had 

withdrawn from the organization. He said Solomon Mines, Inc., con­

sisted of Mike Willard, Tom Youngblood and Mike Meredith of Minneap­

olis. The mill .is in about the same condition it was a couple of 

years ago when last visited. There seems to be some doubt as to 

the ownership of the land on which the mill sits and the well fr om 

which the water is to be obtained for milling. (}J ~']R 8/ 26/75 

I stopped at the Trout Creek Mill about 15 miles north of Wikieup. 

Three men were working in the mill. I was told that Transwestern 

Mining Corporation which recently purchased the mill also owned lode 

claims at Signal. The operations manager was at the Signal claims. 

Th e Ari z ona address is as follows: Transwestern Mng. Corp., P.O. Box 

11, Wikieup, 85360, 765-2258. VBD WR 10/7/75 
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Mill Visit - Sheldon Heath and two sons (Silver King Mining Co.?) have the 

Diamond Joe mine north of Wikieup and in the past two years have built a 

100 ton mill themselves. Mill is reached by turning east to Big Sandy Hereford 

Ranch (Sign) at 14 miles N. of Wikieup on Route 93. Short way t o the ranch. 

Turn right. Turn left at next ranch near by and follow Trout road . to mill. 

Do not take right at fork, which crosses Big Sandy. Only a mile or so to the 

mill. Heath is son of well known Prescott rancher, Earl Heath. The mill is 

rated 100 tons per day but are putting through 60 tons because of need t o grind 

to 100 mesh. Crusher, ball mill-rake classifier circuit and 3 flotation cells 

arranged for gravity flow make up the mill. The 3 men mine, truck are, mill 

and truck concentrates (to EI Paso). Have about a 25-ton Kenwroth truck. 

Concentrates are air dried. The are is chiefly oxide lead. Claim to be getting 

about 85 percent recovery. Have submitted ore to a number of metallurgical 

laboratories and say they finally have worked out their own flotation pr ocess. 

They say they are the sole proprietors and after a long struggle are now doing 

alright. 

FPK Notes from field trip May 6 thru 15 , 1969 

Visited Sheldon Heath Mill (Silver King Hining Co) Mill shut down. Mr. 

Heath was working for Magnum until they stopped work. No informati on as to 

reaspns for Silver King shutdown. FPK WR 9/5/69 

Visited Diamond Joe (Heath Mill); idle - no one around. FTJ WR 11/7/69 

To Wikieup-to local bar to get information from Fred Medlin who was not 

in. His wife said he ~tned the Diamond Joe mine southwest of Wikieup on 

Diamond Joe peak. Did not know of future plans. FTJ WR 1-8-71 

According to Ron Hanna from his office visit 11/28/75 - owner, Fred Medlin 

was killed sometime in 1974. 
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:~0g Mill - Heath Mill 

District Mohave County 

Subject: Field Visit 

DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS RE·PORT 

aka Trout Creek Mill Date April 13, 1983 

Engineer Nyal Niemuth and Dick Beard 

In the company of Dick Beard a visit was made to the Heath Mill in 
Mohave County. This mill is just slightly mislocated in Mohave 
County MILS. Listed as MILS #503A it should be in the NW not the 
SE~ of Section 35, R13W T18N (see attached map for location). 

Little remains of the Heath Mill. Still in place is the crushed 
ore wooden storage bin and the concrete walls and foundation. All of 
the mill equipment that was there in the past has been removed. 
One exception is the jaw crusher which is damaged and pushed off the 
slope next to the mill. Nearby well and electricity are still 
available for use of this site for a custom milling operation. 

A few tons of uncrushed vein material, similar to that from the 
McCracken, and also some iron-stained quartz gold vein rock 

remain near the site of the crusher. Below the mill are a few 
hundred ton of tailings, probably flotation. Those tailings may 
reflect that only a small amount of material was processed there 
when the mill was operational. 
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. ,. .. . .. . /.' .• ... . . . 
HECONI1.ISSAXCB G~LOGICAL lII_I~!/IO. or f~ · SOLO __ HQS,IKC •• ,; ,~.; ... 
PROPIR!IES NlWl WIOUlWP AIlD.f~' lIOH.lg\09P!r~!y~' " ". 

Ai the reqll •• t of ilI:. _£.q~:.".& . J.·., .•. .:-kecr •• Park t ' ... ... .• 
Ill., 60642, the undersign";,.·. a • .,'.ted by Itr. '&lJl8 _ •• oa)) • .. '\~:~;'.> 
Utah proceeded to Wickieup,!ilaoaal(and vicinity) Oil AuStat ', "-..' ~ '" 
1975. Purpose was to exam1_'t~ •• ini., holdince of the S010mo. ·<.·· 
Minee, Inc. {claims and mill)~' 8.%'rlve at a prelim.tnary geolog 
evaluation. . ~ •• ;/ 

On arrival at W~ckieup' •• e met Mr. Michael Willyerd Sr. . h ·.·;' 
(PO Box 11, Wickieup, Aris. ,> . and ,others of the Solomon miDes s'\att, ' · 
and d18cuBsed their mining properties. IIr. Willyard, Sr. inform" .' ,~ ... 
the wr1 t er that they are now in tile procee e or putting their ao1'-- . :~ .. 
ings into another corpor'ate structure called!ranswesterl'l M1niDC ....... .. . 
Company (A Nevada Corp.). and stated that he, Ir. Hillyerd, Sr., ~~~, 0 
is President and General Manager of said company and thai a .r. ":' _ ';j~ 
Michael Merideth (who was not present, but resides in Wlckieup . . . ~ , ~~ 
part of the time) is Chairman of the Board. It was mentioned that . :~ .. : J: . 
they have a temporary office in t~.t~ mobile &0 •• there aDd hopei · ... ~" ~ ' ; .. 
to have a telephon~ Boon. IIr.Willy.rd, and 11i8 son, 1Ir. )lachael ... . ; . . u¥ 

J. Willyerd, Jr (who was also present) stated that the CO.P8.ll7 0'" ... : ... :,. 
the following: (Note: the strange coincidence ot 80 man, ·ticll~ ~: 
above). 100 toa p_ day Hayden lUll . '.::';;ii -'~i~ 

5 each Solomon claims '-- .: -J)~ , . 
5 eaca !raP8westernclaims .. : .~i~~·.::~f~ 
2 aaell Kelly clailll . ; ; ~;_ : ' ... ~~ 
4 eacllfu!8ten claima(no name gi'V'en) ,,,:'-': 4 ,- ~.~~ 

All 0 f the claims are far gold (except the Tungsten cla1""~~ ~: · " ~:< ·:'. :::-t.~ 
Near one of the gold claims, it was mentioned they have found ' a .·;'. . ,:~ 

. deposit ofChrysocola and Turquoise. It was mentioned to the wr1 tv .. f," ..• , 

that they have shipped no ore; all .mrl @&a been expleratlon and ."· .J 
development. ..r". ·~·"il..i.yt;rd, Sr., taen mentioned he "a8 011 -.1& .{I,1 . : < ~;;; 
to Phoenix that luurning QUCl _au ·wouJ..d go t.o OareoD C1 tl ,BeY., b7 ' .. ~ /~-. 
air, and that his son, Mr. 1111yud., Jr., would get tlle wri ter; .. ~ o r;: 
and Mr. Day around the properties,and that a 4 wheel dri'Ye vehlel. ::).1:/i 
was necessary. .. ~ 

. ~ . ,"", :",' ,',J 

!he first mining claims viei tad were tae l.el1e:rclaims. (s.. .·>~i~ 
map, Incl No.2) Tllese are apparentlr some old mining cla1.8 . • 1114 :>/:r/, 
the So].omon people have taken 'OTn. It _&.8 poiJ1ted out tbt 'the.,·, ::~~L~::~ 
trail -to these claims was al.oat .oll-existan~ • .l Dew road laad b ... · ?-/~~ 
buil t. On the side of a steep hill is an old prospect Aole Bhow.~;::,::. : .. ~~~ ' 
about a Ii to 2 feet wide velD o·t alledgedly gold bearlnc .ater~a1 · , ·\: ,~t~.' 
in a diori te. About 75 feet below this prospect hole, th$ Solo ...... , ./,,\j;:.\ 
people have driven a 125 foot ·dr.t!t (adit) following the same ;' .':.'.:;.: .. , }::~;; 
vein mentioned ·on the prospect hole • This 8tr1~es I-I •. ~Dd ' ;~: .\, :\;.i('::~;~ 
dips 30 Deg. E-SE. A channel cut chip sample _as taken near tu ... -; " },~.-.:::c:. :,f. 
portal, and anotker one at tlt. 014 prospect c1 te. (Sallp11 .. will : . :!~:j~ 
be discussed below) ... . . . . '. '\,r,~;~ 

... , ... \., 

18 & . ghost too ' ' . .t,. {if: 

'f't~;~ 
Following this, we journ.,.4to Signal, which 

, -l~ · 
•• 

" . ....... ~ 
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with no bui.ldings · remaining. It was- a thrivfn~~JIlini.g ton around tae 
turn of tile century, now tllere 1s only tae old mill eite. raere. tae 
Solomon,mining people Aave a eaaping headquarters wita aeTeral Tana 
and travel trailers. Apparently 5 or 6 young people reside taere 
(they are of college stude.t age), and they are apparentlj the werk 
crew. in thia extremely aot, and dry desert region, tais i. one of 
the spots where water can be obtained. Altaouga it was wednesday, 
no one was working. 

We taeB accompanied ar. Willy.rd, Jr. to an area about 3 miles 
Souta of tae Camp, to waat ae called t.e Solomon Bo.l claim. The 
old ~oldbug mine is only a aaort diltance to the West (they ~ave 
claims there alao, I was told). At tae Solomon No.1, a 45 foot ad1t 
has be~ driven. The portal was largely blocked by a cave in, and 
we were told that Mr. Willyerdte (Jr~) dog had been bitten by a rattle­
snake taere in, a few days before. A chip caannel cut sample was 
taken from tae vein taat is conapioious at tke portal. At taie loeat­
ion tae vein il about? feet in w1dta, aad tae adit ia in waat appear. 
to be rllyolite. Mr. Willyerd, jr., said'tkat their sampling in' the 
past runs 3 ounces to tae ton of gold ?? .tat tae Kelley claims, ae 
stated it runs 1 ounce pit). A rataer steep hill in an ~aster17 dir­
ection was pointed out as tae Turquoleedepoait. As it was getting 
late in tae day, no attempt was made to visit . taia Turquoise pro.peat. 
Mr Willyerd dr., who mentioned t.at he has been in caarge of mo.t of 
tae underground work and road building, (in tAe paet,) said he did.'t 
aave any sample of tae Turquoise to saow tae writer ?? 

Waile it can be mentioned taat getting to tlle outlined location. 
aad beeD Blow and time consuming, aad the day was faat paasing; .0 one 
offered to escort us to, or show ue,:t~e ot~er mi~ing claims ID ta. 
Signa!=Greenwood Peak area. 

As tlle ' writer aad requested earlier, taat tae mill be included 
in tae tour, all tllen returne' to Wiekieup, and then proceeded 15 
miles to the Nortll, along tae Big Saudy la8& to tae WHayde. Kill,· 
WAich apparently tae ~olo.oD p •• ple have recently acquired. They 
have a house trailer up there aad a watcamaB. 

fiia old haydell mill was apparelltly set up years ago for gold 
recovery and up until reeent times, w&e owned by a Mr. ~. ~asll7 6t 
Phoenix. He appareft~ly leased it or sold it to t •• Solomo. people. 
~here ia botk electric power and water at tae site. ~ae followln« 
equip"lIent was observed: 

, 

1 ea Griszle7. 
1 ea Jaw era •• er a" I 1'". 
1 ea 'ine grind bin. 
1 ea Screening eQuip.e*t. 
1 ea Ball .111 5 i X". 
4 ea Yloatat1on cella. 
1 ea Stepae •• table 5' X 10'. 

~e equipment aas been painted aad some ne. electrieal work a •• ~ ••• 
done. However tae pulp circuit. and flow lines are not ia. and a ••• 
equipment ia lacking to sak. it aa operating 100 ton a day .111 • 
• aere ia a classifier, jig, 8.IIalg8JIation aet·up.eto. Wita ollly ta. 
I concentratlnl table and 4 floatation cella, it caa searoely ~ 
qualified to do 100 tons per dale It wIll coat a lot of .OBey to 
plaae thil mill in ef!ici •• t o,eratl0.. Ita Tal •• i. it. pre •• Bt 
cond1t1~n would be at junk rate. oDly~ An old bulldo.er, aad a.cie.t 
aump trucks were ee.n. 

2 
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GEOLOGY. 

Some geolo~y con8iderations kave already been di.cussed aboTe. 
Tae claims are in tIe Hualapai mOlmtaina, wateR. are largely plutonic 
and grade into Precambrian gnei8S in tlle claim8 area. Major deform­
ation of "the mountains, and most mineralisation, occurred d.ring tae 
Larimide. Furt •• r to tae lest, from tlle claims are tae Limestones 
of tlle Martin formation, and min.s thereby haTe lead and silver. 
About 8 mile. west of Signal il tae looati.,. of t .. e well knoWB 
MacCracke. mine, tllat produced silTer for maay years. Tae Greenwood 
Peak area is interestlnc froB a mineralogical viewpoint as taere ie 
copper at several locations, and ~.all etriBgers of Uolumbian at 
places kiga up on tae Peak. O. t~e Leivae rancll there is a s.all 
deposit of'~ungsten wita raorium, aBd not far away, some rare eartaB~ 
Appa~ently, tae Solomon people aave,tlle old gold claim~ in taia area o 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS. 

Young Mr. Hillyard mentioned that t.ey also have tae old Yaudi8 
Hollan~ claims, waica are in ta. rra.swestern group East of tae Kelley 
clai.s. The writer happened to aaTe visited thea. claims, some years 
ago and did some sampling. Most aaaples were Tery marginal (poer). 
~arlier, Mr. Holland an. ais partD~, eaipp •• a ear load 01 ore ' from 
taes8 claims to a smelter. ~ae returns did not pay tae freigat. 

The writer, asked to see .ape of tae claims, aad young Hillyerd 
replied taat UpOB our retur. to Wickieup, .e would produee t.... ~ut 
on arriTal at taeir place in Wiekieup (offiee wl~. no telepaoBe), ae 
stated taat he could not find tae •• p •• One would assu.e,'taat tae 
~olomon Mines, Inc., would kave neoes8ary eaglneering data, includinl 
maps, for t.~ir 0 .. · use~ aad to saow to ot.era ?? 

It was aleo noted, taat young Hillyerd,'w8e neTer swre of .aat 
claim we were 0_. ae was aake4 •• veral tim •• , at dlf!ereat plaees­
and gave confllciinC, a.swere. !he writer, "bei-C so.ewkat fa.iliar . 
wit. tae area, and aaving a Br.BtOD, aad a ,eneral map aloDg, aas 
beeB able to approxfmate th~ looatioBa (as sa~ .. OB tae inclo •• d map). 
Tae claims in.for.ttio. could be, J Tezi!ie4 at ·".e CouBty Recorder's 
offiee at Kingman. 

It migat be said taat t.. Solomon people gaye t.e appearances 
of being most friendly, but taey «aye out little infor.atio. oa cla1. 
numbers and locations. Peraapa taare i8 90.e reason for tais? 

SAMPLES AND ASSAYS. (See AS8ay 
.Jample NO. 

Kelley Sample No. 1 
Kelley ~ample No."2 
Solomo. tiarnple No.1 

report attaclutd) .. 
Au ASBai (Troy OzlptoBl. 

n 1 
.0'3 oz. 
.04 oz. 

'{aluet 
nil 

•• ~ 5'.0 0 

•• ~(..~o 

*Based on gold at $1'5.00 per troy ounce. 
~""\ 

CONCLUSIONS. 
a 'ae samples taken saow little or no Talue. ~o mineable gold 

ore was seen. 
~ '£yaaiTeneaa was moat eTident. ~xt.Dt o~ mine lloldin,s i. 

doubtful. No potentially Talua~l. claim •• ere •• own to undersigned. 

, 
Box 406, Wickenburg, Az. MELVII R. JONES, Mining Geologi8t. 
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For 

ARI -ZONA 

Mr. Melvin Jones 
Box 406 

TESTING LABORATORIES 

A DIVISION OF CLAUDE E . McLEAN & SON LABORATORIES, INC , 

815 WEST MADISON STREET PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85007 PHONE 254-6181 

Date August 8, 1975 

Wickenburg, Arizona 85358 

ASSAY CERTI FICATE 

LAB 10. IDENTI F I CAT I O N 

T-o-z-, p- E-R--T-O-N-----,,.--- · .... - ·---P-E-R-C-EN-T~~-ES--- .. . 

~ _ _ -+-_____ .. __ . ___ __ . _ _ ._~~~. LJ--. +_-SI...LL-V-E-R--H-C-O-pp-E-R.- LEAD ---+---'Z=....:I""...Nc.!...!li"'---t __ ...... _ ._ 

9995 Solomon #1 0.04 

Kelley #1 nil 

Kelley #2 0.03 

...0. ...., o. 
'2 • .J l' 

. . - - ... - . .. - - .----- - ----'--- - - --'-------- - -_. - - - - --- - - - -------'-- . __ --1 

Respectfully submitted, 

ARIZONA TESTING LABORATORIES 

~d('~L;) 
~Iaude F Ac Lea 
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