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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES AZMILS DATA 

PRIMARY NAME: GUNSIGHT MOUNTAIN MINE 

ALTERNATE NAMES: 
FLO-BER 
FLUROSPAR MINES, INC. 

PIMA COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 308 

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 17 S RANGE 11 E SECTION 8 QUARTER NW 
LATITUDE: N 31DEG 58MIN 16SEC LONGITUDE: W 111DEG 14MIN 55SEC 
TOPO MAP NAME: TWIN BUTTES - 15 MIN 

CURRENT STATUS: PAST PRODUCER 

COMMODITY: 
FLUORINE FLUORSPAR 
COPPER 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
E.S. ELEVATORSKI, ARIZONA FLUORSPAR, 1971, 
P.31-38 

ADMMR GUNSIGHT MOUNTAIN MINE FILE 
ALSO IN SEC. 7 



GUNS rGHT MT. MINE 

See: DMR Fluorspar p. 131 

See: Duncan F1 uorspar Mi 11 (Mi ne fi 1 e) 

tvlILS GUiiSIGHT MOUi~TAIN MINE 

, , 

PIMA COUNTY 

PIMA DIST. 
T17S, RIlE, Sec 8 



May 27, 1957 

This property idle. 

MARK GENMILL 
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GUNSIGHT MT. MINE PIMA 

Vic Haynes, secretary-treasurer of Southern Minerals, Inc., came in to discuss the 
procedure in disposing of their fluorspar properties saying the company is no longer 
in business. It was suggested he contact a number of companies with interest in 
fluorspar with the idea of either selling or leasing the properties. Their GUnsight 
mine is on five 20 acre State leases. OW WR 7/7/75 

Ivan Knopf called to discuss the possibility of selling their fluorspar claims. He 
is president of the Southern Minerals & Mining Co. who are going out of business. 
OW WR 7/25/75 



Pll1A COtINry 

Walt Rogers called to request visit to his Gunsight CaF2 prospect southeast of Robles 
Junction. He has completed hss water well to 280 feet, and got water at 125 feet. 
GW WR 4-10-73 

Visited -_the Gunsight fluorspar mine about 35 miles west of Tucson where the Southern 
Mmnerals & Mining Company has begun a 20 0 incline on a 6-7 foot fault containing two 
1 foot veins of spar. They Have drilled a 284 foot water well (water @ 1241) from 
which they expect to get enough water to operate two 36 11 Pan American jigs in up-grading 
the vein matter to met grade. The falut strikes N~ and dips 700 west and is traceable 
for approximately. 1000 feet horizontally and about 150 feet vertically. Mr. Roseveare, 
ABM, conducted a gravity concentration test on the material with the following results: 

Heads 34.98% CaF2 100% distribution 
Jig Con. 84.68 II 27.8% II II 

Table Con. 68.91 " 7 ·~3% " " 
Tails 26.7 " 64.9% " " 

Note: -10 mesh was tabled, +10 mesh was jigged. 
GW WR 4-15-73 

Went on to the Gunsight fluorspar mine in Sec. 7 or 8 T17S R~J]1; . , where Wal t Rogers and 
associates are attempting to jig fluorspar. The concern is named Southern Minerals & 
Milling Company headed by Mr. Rogers, Robert Vomicil, Ivan Knopp, Milton Gustafson, 
David Woods, Eugene Krueger and Dan Williams. The last two men hold the mineral le-ase 
on 160 acres from the State. They have been experiencing considerable difficulty with 
obtaining a clean jig product. The mine run material, which is mostly -4", is passed 
through a hammer mill with a 1" grate opening. The spar shatters into -~" material 
but some of the rock particles are -1" and those stay in the finished product. It was 
suggested the discharge of the mill be reduced to at least ~". The well, which was 
drilled early this spring, has caved in the bottom 20-30 feet thereffi1~limiting the in­
flow of water so that presently water is being hauled in a 6000 gal. tank truck about 
7 miles. Jigs require a great amount of water for their successful operation, there­
fore, it is doubtful the operation can long continue without a well on the property. 
Since last visited a new 40 foot vertical shaft has been sunk and a used steel head­
frame about 30 feet high is being erected. GW WR 11/5/73 

At the north end of the Sierrita Mountains the Gunsight fluorspar property shut down. 
GWI AR 73 -74 

Bill Hirt and I drove to the Gunsight mine 35 miles southwest of Tucson. Survey the 
Gunsight mine. Here fluorspar mineralization occurs along 2-3 foot dikes of granite 
which are pegmatitic in places. These dikes intrude a horneblende schist along its 
foliation which strikes N5-l5W and dips 60-70OW. The fluorspar is from 4" to 2~' 
wide and usually occurs along the footwall of the dikes. The schist is about l~' 
on both sides of the intrusive dikes. The surrounding schist as far as can be seen 
is intruded by numerous dikes and small stocks of granite. Nearthe mine there is a 
granite stock approximately 150' by 300' in areal extent from which no dikes appear 
to emminate but it probably has changed the strike of the mineralization. Returned 
to the Gunsight mine and cut 3 samples from the old workings; the later excavations 
were inaccessible. GW WR 3/18,19,20/75 

Mine visit to the Gunsight mine. GWI WR 4/15/75 
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GUNSIGHT MT. MINE PIMA 

Walt Rogers, Wenden, phoned to say he ha~ leased the GUnsight Caf2 mine 
in the GUnsight Hills southeast of Robles Junction, Pima County, and wanted 
the Fluorspar report which was sent. OW WR 3/20/72 

Walt Rogers, Wenden, came in to discuss the Snowball, Princess Ann and 
GUnsight fluorspar deposits. He and his partner, Carl Dotson, Socorro, 
New Mexico, have leased these deposits from Gene Kruger, Dan Williams and 
Andy Johannsen of Yuma. While here, John Lemons came in and was made ac­
quainted with Mr. Rogers. Lemons inquired about the possibility of build­
ing a mill in the area. Rogers said they fully intended to do that and are 
now investigating the water supply. OW WR 5/2/72 

Accompanied Messrs. Rogers and Ferguson to the Gunsight fluorspar prospect 
in Sec. 7 & 8, T17S RllE about 35 miles SW of Tucson on the extreme north 
end of the Sierrita Mountains. Here the N-S striking schist is intruded 
by a tongue of coarse granite which is quite altered and faulted. The 
brecciated veins strike from S15E to S40E and dip steeply west. On the 
north side of a prominent plug of granite two open-cuts and an adit explore 
a 6" -2 ft. breccia zone wi th perhaps 15 -20% CaF 2 in it. This vein as traced 
on the surface either splits or otherwise changes its ~ourse from SlOE to S40E. 
On the south side of the granite knob two veins about 60 ft. apart strike 
S30E and SlOE and have been open-cutted for about 150 ft. About 300 ft. south 
of these 2 open-cuts is a 30 ft. vertical shaft in which a 2 ft. brefcia zone 
is apparent. It was suggested to Mr. Rogers, lessee, that the probability of 
this prospect becoming economically feasible was rather remote due to its small 
size and low-grade. (]..J WR 5/30/72 

Walt Rogers, Wenden, called to request another visit to the GUnsight fluorspar 
claims SQ of fucson for the purpose of spotting a water well. He plans a jig 
mill on the property. GW WR 12/11/72 

Accompanied Walt Rogers to the GUnsight fluorspar property at the north end of 
the Sierrita Mountains in Sec. 6, T17S RllE. After considerable reconnoi.terring 
and discussion, a location for a water well was spotted. On the northside of an 
east-west wash a shaft pnrported to be 30 feet deep is reported to have a north 
trending drift on a 3~ foot vein of spar. Mr. Rogers intends to retimber the shaft 
and continue drifting. The development ore he will jig to a metallurgical grade 
of fluorspar. GW WR 1212/72 

Walt Rogers called for advice regarding water well at the GUnsight fluorspar prop­
erty 7 miles Se of Robles Junction. He said the drill couldn't make 2 feet a day, 
20 feet down at the first location. It was suggested he move east of the shaft 
and try a different spot. He said he had cleaned out the 20 foot shaft and found 
5 feet of good looking spar in the bottom. (]..J WR 3/6/73 



GUNSIGHT MOUNTAIN MINE 

Fluorlte-quartz-calclte mlnerallzation ' i8 .a.octated with pegmatite and schist 

near a granUlc lntru8ion. The aamplln, indicated mineralization of 30~Vr CaF 2 

in velns 0.5 ft. to 2.0 ft. wide. Put production from underaround work1Dgs was 

ruponaible for an unknown tonua.col metallurgical grade fluorspar. 

The property wu examined on March 19, 1975 by Glen ·~·alker and Wllllam Birt. 

LOCATION ' 
The mine 18 ift the NE/SW/NE 01 Sec. 7, Tl1S, RilE, inPlma County, Ariz-

ona. It take8 its Dame from ita locatlon on GUnIIlibt Mountaln, which is an outlier 

on the northwest slde 01 the Sierrita Mountain range. Tucson. Arizona liea about 

25 mil •• to the northeut. 

The m.ine can be reached by taking Sierrita rliountaln Road south trom Arizona I 

Highway 88 lor about 9 miles, and then turning left for about halt a mile. Then 

10 south on a dirt road lor half a mile to the mine. 

PHYSICAL FEATURES 
Billy terrain wlth spar.e d ••• rt vegetat10n aurrounda the miDe. Annual pre-

cipitation is 10. 6a lnche.lis A well w.. drilled at the miD. but 1. DOW ahut down. 
, .: '-t 

and the amount of water that could be made anUabl. trom it t. reportedly small. 

Adequate water 1. likely available in the Altar Valley to the weat. Electrical pow-

er 1s t1'1ln8mltted along Bl,bway 38. nine mUe. north. 

HISTORY 
The deopalt baa produced a small amount ot metapar. It is presently inactive. 

OWNERSHIP 
Arizona State Land Department. 



Gunal,bt Mountain Mine .. Page 2 

GEOLCGY 
The country rock tor the nuorite minerallzatlon ls • quartz-biotite schlst, which 

hu been lDtrud.d by granite. The ,raDite lntrualoft fdrma a prominent h111ock. In 

the schi8t are munerous aubparaUel peematlte dlkea strlklDI aorth to northwest 

roughly parallel to the aclllatuaUy lollatiou. The dike. are 1-4 feet wide and up 

to baU a mile 10Dl_ They appear to ·bave been deformed (pushed to the •• at) along 

with the schist when the granite Intruded. Orthoclase and quartz fOCtal the bulk 01 

the pegmatite dlkea; minor biotlte i8 all10 preaent. 

Both the follations in the achlat and the pegmatIte dikes dip steeply to the west 

or southweat at 130-85 degre ••• 

Fluorite mlnerallzation 18 a8sociated with one or a tew ot the dikes aear the 

achiat-tranite contact. Planes 01 weakness in the sehistprobably lnlluenced the 

location of emplacement of both the dlke. and the nuortte. but the pegmaUte and 

fiuorite may have invaded the schist at dlt1'er!~nt :-tlme •• 

Allot the workinas have been made along what La probably a single vein of nu-

ortte whicb had been bulged out to the eaat by the ,ranite lntMdioll (8e8 map). The 

fiuorlte appears to have been ••• octated with. slnrle peamatlte eIlke. but the dike'. 

continuity is uncertain. 

The best espoaure of the vein's in the under,round drlft south of the granite. 

Here the vein la about 2 teet wide and la composed of 0.5-1. 0 feet of nuorlte with 

• langue of quartz. CaCO,. and achl.t. 

DEVELOPMENT 
Several large trenches or opeD euts .up to ISO teet lon, and 10-15 feet wide have 

been cut aloftl the ve in outcrop. 



Gunsight Mountain Mine - Page 3 

Development 
A shaft of unknown depth was sunk at the south end of the workings, and an 

unknown amount of underground workings is visible at the north end of one of the 

open cuts. These underground excavations were not examined because of safety 

reasons. In addition a crosscut and drift totalling about lOO :- feet long were driven 

north of the granite intrusion to sample the vein; these workings were mapped. 

The remains of a mill (jigging plant) and a concrete storage pad are still 

visible. 

SAMPLING 
Three chip samples were cut along the vein or surface and underground expos-

ures. Sample locations are shown on the map by numbers and the analysis is 

given below. 

SAIvIPLE NO. 
1 
2 
3 

SAMPLE DESCRIPTION 
5" sample in south face of open cut 

26" vein 
8" + 2fT of vein + 6" horse 

&CaF2 
38.07 
41.34 
34.54 

o/cSi02 
19.04 
31.00 
33.14 

The results indicate that milling would be necessary to produce a mark etable 

product. 

William Hlrt 
June, 1975 



GUNSIGHT MOUNTAIN MINE 

The property conslsts of 5-20 acre claim. le •• ed untll March 1. 1.992 from 

the Arizona State Land Department by ~nnera18 &; MWLng Company. 5117 North 

Scottsdale Road. Scottsdale. Arizona. 

It 18 located In section 5, 6 &. 7, Tt7., Rile, in Pima County, Arizona. 

The area 18 shown on USGS 15 minute topotraphie map. Palo Alto Ranch where 

the elevation is 4050 feet and the location 1s 1110 15'01" Longltude~ 310 58'53 t1 

Latitude. 

The mine La reached trom Tucson.. Arizona by traveling 13 mlles on it ;3 

miles to a cross raod. turn left 1/2 mile (east) to a gate. through the gate 1 

mile on a good trail. 

According- to the S~ate Land Department $15.96 royalty waa received trom this 

lease In 1974 which mean. approximately $532.00 worth of jigged spar was sold 

to a Phoenic foundry. The mine is pres ently ldle. 
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