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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES AZMILS DATA 

PRIMARY NAME: GREAT BEAR MINE 

ALTERNATE NAMES: 

LA PAZ COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 256 

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 4 N RANGE 20 W SECTION 22 QUARTER NW 
LATITUDE: N 33DEG 40MIN 35SEC LONGITUDE: W 114DEG 19MIN 11SEC 
TOPO MAP NAME: MIDDLE CAMP MTN - 7.5 MIN 

CURRENT STATUS: PAST PRODUCER 

COMMODITY: 
GOLD LODE 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
AZBM FILE DATA 
ADMMR GREAT BEAR MINE FILE 
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( A semi-developed Gola Lode) 
(~Jrli1 tj ,Ari z\,)ua.) 

This property consists of four unpatented mining lode clai.s 
situated in the Plomosa .ldIining District, Yuma County, Arison&., abolAt 
~ miles northwest of the town of ~uartzite, the latter on puved road. 
one of the main e~st-w6Bt highways of the state. The railroad polnta 
nearest are Vioks'burg to the sast and i31ythe, California, to the ~-~e.t 
both bein~ approximately 20 miles distant from the mine. 

The .mine lies in the Dome hook Mountains at anelevat10n ot 
aroun4 l~QO t.et abo" a.a le •• 1 ~d il .... ry accea.I!libl., ~in ·b\.\' 
lin ••. · .. OD the ' Ai'isolla-California route etop _" . "~l't.1,t •. , ' . ;':. . . 

The gol"d lode ocours in a aohist.,.gne1.a: complexand;lextende 
for two full olaims, end to end lengthwise, on the propert~ and be
yond into adjoining groUbd under a different owner8b:1p. T:he gold. 
deposits are in a strong shear zone oonsisting of fault fissuring in 
medium ... grainea schist. Thialatter 18 crushed, silicified, and 
rerruginated and a very strong fault system is evidenced, with app
arently three distinot, parallel gold bearing Teine or lodes; only 
the middle one haT1na as yet been opened up to any extent. The gold 
occurs almost entirely as fine to coarse grains and is not ·the thin 
tne usually found OD the cleav.age. and tracturee in schia·t and 
ehale deposits. It seems to haTe been introduced into the schist 
through the medium of iron oear1ng magmas ascending through the 
joint planes ,laminations and fiBsures in the c~.J.shed zone of shear
ing and depositing with the iron mineral. during the alteration and 
replacement processes that took place in the echiat. It is distinot
ly not a quartz lode. The gold bearing schist ie abundantly mineral
ized with the oxidized iron minerals as hematite, limonite and sider
ite. 

The main vein has been developed over the past 8 years by the 
owner, a man with insufficient financial resource to carryon proper 
development work, who has leased the ground to parties who largely 
nhi6h-grad.ed lt and snipped the oetter grade ore. However the work 
done has evidenced the continuity of the gold oree for Bome IDOO feet 
along the strike in ad1t drifts to which the topogrllphy of the surface 
of the lode lends itself favorably. with aTerage ~ht of oacks or 
about 150 feet. With the average width of the lode or vein being ·3t 
feet, there is a block of partly de.veloped ore of some 30,QOO tone 
availa.ble down to the bottom of the loweetlevel which is the 100-
foot shaft, 1.e. l50'x loOOlt.x 3.0'. In places the vein haa widths 
up to 6 and 8 feet wide. The assays over long )eriods of lease oper
ations show an average gold value of ~12.to ~15.p.r ton and quite 
frequently values of aa high as ~l()O. or more per ton in gold are 
obtained. All work so far has oeen in the oxid.ized zone. 

"ivllile there is no machinery on the premises, there is a 
good camp with one new building and twool'ar ones, suitable for the 
accomodation of a small mine crew; two ore bins and a tram line for 
ore loading that needs aome repair. A mill isloceted on the water 
oasin near Q,uartzite that could with minor repairs be ma.de suitable 
for treating 25 tone of are per day. This owned by other parties 
but could be secured very reasonably I c:t.Jn told. It would serve as 
a pilot plant to sample and test the mine and maintain production 
that would very likely pay for developments and imprOTaments at th. 
mine. I believe the mine has great promise or making into . ............. .. 
produoer under an intelligent development pl . 
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most promising junior gold prospects. or semi-developed .Dropert1~s 

1: }Jave encountered during the pe.8t Geveral ::r cr~rs in the Arizona and 

.southwestern field. ~jeveral thc'lsand tons ·,)f mill ore lie on dumps. 

The terms and price ee~!n quite :reb.~(')nc,tl(·~ [~ nd if; lice v.ith 

the ~vidence(~ vplue of the property. ~r~ 0 thf'J ~':oi.ll(~ J;erluit oJ~' ~.c~e 

mine paying its own way during developT'~ent if property Wf.'..S well 

iuan&.ged. Io <lOWD payment e.sked but smull :~.()nthlJ ,Ph.;rments for 0 moe. 

iolloweu by a-month period ~aymente over ;') .feaze 30ne. and 0ptir.H1. 

A record of one test run of the ore ~t a small mill gave: 

Head.s ;j>15.60, RecoveEY .$14.15. Tails ~1.25, and 2..J¢ une..cCQUnte(l for, 

or about 90~r: recoy~ry. l'his was aeaurec1 by using ama16amation plat •• 

and conoentrating table. Another tonnage run sho',ycd Heads ~14.v7 

and re~ils $O.?O, or abo"-lt 95 >~ recove::y. 3till u.!Loth~r s.!'.i.owed. Lleads 

of ,14.38 and tails $1.42. 

)44 l~orth 4th Avenue, 
l'u.cBon, Ari zona. 

PHoNE :tPL/-b77. 

ii. 

PRICE AND T~RMS on GR."SAT 3EAR. 

Price - ~45,000.00 Three Year Bond an0 Lease. 

Sxaminatlon period to March 13th, 1939. 
Payment ;::200. each month for 5 months 

'T ena of 6th month 
" .," 12 t h " 
" ~!! 19 t h ., 
t, "t, 2 4 t h " 

" ",' 30th " 
~ ~ ~ 36th " 

~OTAL 

$ltOOO.CO 
1,000.00 
2,000.00 
3,500.00 
7,500.00 

15,000.00 
15,000.00 

$45,000.00 

Royalty: 10% on net returns to apply on purchase payments. 

The payments are a.rranged low at the sta.rt to ma1te possible 

the paying out of development wor~ and property account from 

mine production. 

. .. ---~~-~ 
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