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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES FILE DATA 

PRIMARY NAME: GOLD NUGGET MINE 

ALTERNATE NAMES: 
GUADALUPE 

LA PAZ COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 317 

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 4 N RANGE 18 W SECTION 25 QUARTER NW 
LATITUDE: N 33DEG 39MIN 35SEC LONGITUDE: W 114DEG 03MIN 45SEC 
TOPO MAP NAME: QUARTZSITE - 15 MIN 

CURRENT STATUS: PAST PRODUCER 

COMMODITY: 
GOLD LODE 
SILVER 
LEAD 
COPPER 
IRON 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
KEITH, S.B., 1978, AZBM BULL. 192, P. 168 
ADMMR GOLD NUGGET MINE FILE 
MDS SHEET #441 
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DE:, MON'rE GOLD !I..INL9(j"G COMPANY 

The A.meric.#.ll .zxplor2.tion Company. or New York, during the sUDUIler or 1898 a.cquired the tiUe 
to several gold-bea:ing l~ges in the ~11sworth ~ining district in Yuma County, in the 
Little harquc-..ha.la MountaL"ls, about 60 miles !'rom Congress Junction. 'fhere are two groupe 
oi claias. about 4 ~J.18~ apart. Development work is in ?rogre9~. 3amples sent to the 
Arizo!l.2. :lchool ot 11ines tor assay have given satisfactory results. In the Del Monte Group 
proper tlu,re are nine claims teach 500 feet by' 1.,00 feet, known as the Tiger. Bed Butler •. 
¥.idnight, llor~.t1g Jt.ar, Little Willie, Aspen, Evtming Jtar, Wedge, and the Triangle. From. 
reports t9a.tie on theso cla.ints, under date ot January ~ 1899 t the following data have been 
compiled: · 

·riger Clai:A-Three veins :raversing it. The ohle! vein ext~nds easterly and. weaterly and 
is considered ·.as the r.1.ot!l~lr lode of the distri~t. It is 10 teet thick. and the oropping •. 
rise i.n. pl.a.cas trom 8 to 12 aboV'ethe sur :.~ace. There are two shaf-cs sunk to a depth ot 
100 teet and JOO teat apart. The we3tarn, or main shaft, has two dri.tts on the vein at 
the ~t.tom. ona extending easterly 28 teet and the other westerly 33 teet. The ore averages 
about ,8 by aasay. One sample df 10 feet ·or ore averaged $9.80 in value in gold and gave 
value Q! $6 in free gold. There are heavy sulphides present whiah ean be saved by concen -
tration. while the tree gold, it is expected, vill be readily taken cut on plates. One 
o£ the valla J!aZ* sort porph7r.Y. 

v/~n illtlar.-Openad by .a start 84 feet deep on a. vein Averaging» teet. The ore has given 
Gl. value of ~8. S8 per ton by assay. 

M;idnight.-opened by- a shalt 22 :rest deep on a. J-toot ledge, whioh is in places 12 teet 
thick and. yielda b7 assay !ror:l $8 to $12 per ton. · 

Mo~ Star. -Shaft ;6 teet deep. Ledge raaeh88 a width ot oyer 8 teet. Assays· haTe 
shown ~l; in value per ton. 

JLit.tu Willie.-Sha.tt 72 teet deep on a ledge about ~ teet ride. A"rage by as..,. $10. 

vi Aspen~.:sha.tt ); teet. deep. Ledga., rset/~, averages by a.sa" $10 value per ton •. 

'I Evening Star-Traversed by a 4-toot ledge, which averages in Y&lue tram $9 to $15 per ton 
by assay. 

We~e and Tr1.a.1ile-These two olAiMs are located. to cover good ",ain.. A. l.arp Maple made 
up of sa.mpl.as !rQiu all these claL'11s a...,~raged ~6 per ton in valne~ Vater Q&n. be obtained 
iror:l vella zt miles distant. and will have to be ptllIped to a DlUl. The ore is. CODIp&rativelT 
free railJi:ng. 

I 
~Gold Rock-Among the several mining enterprises attracting attention at Yuma in 1898-1899~ 

The Gold. Rock marits tnention. It lQa closed down with an indebtedness of upward of ·~200 ,,000 
but it has been ~evi'VCcl 3.nd the ,iebt has nearly- been paid oft. There are three oJ aims. 
known a,s t.he ·li~aen, the Grown, cl...tld the Cross~ about 30 111135 ~.t t;)t Ymaa. 

Morano (now Ouactaloul?e) .-A.!ter lying idle and !'legleetad tor several years, work vas 
reswaed upOn Uiis--propsrty ih 1898, and the ore was being worked in the Ingersoll IIill at 
Tysons Wail. 
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GOLD NUGGET MINE LA PAZ CONTY 

On July 9, 2002, Cherry Page called from Missouri to discuss operating a decorative stone quarry at the 
Gold Nugget Mine. She explained that her family owns a construction business specializing in ditching 
and excavation in hard rock. They are investigating assuming an existing material sale from the BLM 
and starting operations. Plans, procedures, permits, life in the desert, markets, and the central Arizona 
economy were discussed. 

\\Admmr2\VOL2\COUNTlES\LIBRARY\StafIMineRepor1s\GoldNuggetMineLapazCounty7-2002.doc 7/9/2002 



GOLD NUGGET MINE YUMA COUNTY 

RRB WR 5/6/83: We also visited the Gold Nugget which Mr. Dan Patch recently 
acquired and is now trying to promote. 



GOLD NUGGET MINE YUMA 

No activity at the Gold Nugget. The D-8 dozer is still there but the log 
washer and conveyor, which were last seen on a big trailer with Arkansas 
license, are gone. There has been no appreciable amount of excavation since 
the last visit. GJ WR 4/11/73 

Went to the Gold Nugget but no one was there and no additional work appeared to 
have been done since the last visit seveal months ago. GW WR 2-26-74 

Stopped at the Gold nuggest 8 miles east of Quartzsite but although the dozer 
is still there no one was around. GW WR 4-25-74 

There is no activity at the Gold Nugget property. GW WR 9/13/74 

There is no activity at the Gold Nugget mine. GW WR 10/1/75 

Went into the Gold Nugget; there is no activity. GW WR 1/27/76 

There is no activity at the Gold Nugget. GW WR 5/12/76 

RRB WR 8/21/81: Visited the Gold Nugget Mine, Sec. 25, T4N R18W, Quartzsite 
Ouad .. . _ Someone is apparently living on the property and there- are s-igns of 
recent activity hut I could not raise anyone. 

RRB v!R Da.n Patch P.O. Box 124, Quartzsite, A;'''izona 85346, nhone 927-6577 
reports that he has acquired the Gold Nugget east of quartzsite and that 
he is leasing out the Jackpot claim in the r'H,p.;!i , Section 9, T3N R18i·J. 

MG WR 4/29/83: Discussed the Gold Nugget property, La Paz County and the 
E1 Tigre mine, Maricopa County with Mr. and Mrs. Dan Patch, P.O. Box124 
Quartz ite, AZ 85346, phone 927-6577. They will look at files on these 
porperties in the Phoenix office. 
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GOLD NUGGET MINE YUMA COUNTY 

The owner of the Gold Nugget mine in the P10mosa Mountains and his wife continue 
to operate on a day to day basis. The free gold which they recover is made into 
ornaments for sale to tourists. CLH QR 4-1968 

Mr. Neel Walker and his wife live at the Gold Nugget. They are working their mine. 
GBG WR 2-14-69 

Visited Gold Nugget mine - Mr. and Mrs. Neel Walker.. He has ;.not mined for some 
time due to health but expects to by fall. He makes jewelry. FTJ WR 6-13-69 

Visited the Gold Nugget mine - house locked. Learned in Quartzsite that Mr. Neel 
Walker passed away last month. FTJ WR 10-17-69 

Visited Gold Nugget mine and visited with Mrs. Walker. She thinks she will sell the 
property. FTJ WR 2-13-70 

Visited Mrs. Neel Walker's gold mine east of Quartzsite but no one was in camp. 
GW WR 6-12-70 

George and Mrs o Sam came in with some real specimen quartz from Mrs. Neel Walker's 
Gold Nugget Mine east of Quartzite. GW WR 12/23/71 

Went to the Gold Nugget mine in company with a prospective buyer, Bard Leffler, Yuma. 
GW WR 3/27/72 

Mr. Fisher said Mrs. Walker had sold her Gold Nugget mine to people from Arkansas and 
they were going to open it to the public as a tourist attraction. GW 5/18/72 WR 

Ben Scott said he didn't think Mrs. Walker had sold the Gold Nugget mine. GW WR 9/14/72 

Stopped at the Gold Nugget mine where a D-8 dozer was idle after cross-cutting a couple 
of the quartz veins. GW WR 11/9/72 

- """ 

Thert has been" no more" done at the Gold Nugget mine since the last visit. GW WR 12/14/72 

Went to the Gold Nugget where no one was found but a portable placer rig, consisting 
of about 40 feet of 18" conveyor bel t, 2 -36 11 hydraulic jigs and a log washer was on 
the property. Arkansas license plates were on the trailer hauling the placer equip­
ment. GW WR 1/11/73 

There is no r activity at the Gold Nugget. GW WR 3/14/73 



) 16 1;, '1l' » J 0 • ~ i C;, ? X <:6./ ~ 
~ l MINEh ... ..J SPECIMEN FOR DEPARTMENT OF LIf> . . R.Y .AND ARCHIVES 

'fIb / 
--------------------------------

in 

Ore ________ _ 

(Wrap each spec~en separatelYI or place it in a substantial 
bag, by itself, with a number attached, identical with the.M~ 
number on this card.) ..,. 

No. ________________ _ 
. Specimen No. f 

Cabinet ____________ _ 
, collected bY _________ ~ ___ , __ ·~ __ ~_- ~ __ ~ __ ~=-~~:-~~~7-/~/--~~,------

Field Engineer 

=~~::n=--=e==of:::=o=r=e====6t=tJ.='//=~~· ------=Q----~l:;-~~-·_r_-.·~--~i~-~-'-::ator_-__../A;~~~/~---o:;;r .... I--.!_~_...-_/_/_'I_J _.-,---_. 1_;.,_, _C_ .. _/ _J ___ _ 

Minerals contained G c/ / ~~. __________ }'~i ne a. c ti ve or i na.c ti ve __ ·_·./ .... ·~ C~r_' /_.I _I...;;Y_! _: ./_! . .<',.;....' __ _ 

"Gangue_ Q /-( 4' f;..-Jh ____ - _____ _ 
Depth at which taken / c1 ..,.t.~?.,L- -

I -----

Approximate mineral content (in terms of 
averal{e per ton) e ~ z. s, 4Cv 

------------------------------.----------------
Name of mine or claim a~/~~__:...P i~/ , ~::....---

1/ 

Dis-triq-t 
; 

If inactive, when operated _________________ __ 

Specimen presented by ________________ ~ _____ _ 

Date ~d7U/ 
) ,~---------------------------

Notes {Any general information regarding 
the history of the property.} ______________ _ 

Location (distanc.e and dire,c~n b~ high- ~ 
~yfr~~at ~~ Idm~~4(~~r~~-~~-~-------·------------------

• J~ /'? ~ 7 · ..,. If more . space is desired for notes l use 
Owner of property ~vU .,; '/ll /..J :7~;"1 other side. 

$ : 

' . 

~ sp~cimen is now in the ADMR Museum (see the K number). 
~'f 



GOLD NUGGET MINE AND MILL 

Visit and Conference with Neel Walker 2/9/66 

YtJMA COUNTY 
PLOMOSA DISTRICT 

Neel Walker had not been too well and consequently had deepened his prospect 
shaft only a few feet since the last visit in October. He is planning to work 
again after the first of March. His mill has been idle. 

LAS MEMO 2/9/66 

Visit and Conference with Neil Walker 10/12/66 

Walker has been working intermittently since February, with time out for a 
2 month summer visit to Idaho (he sold his property up there). The recent 
work encountered gold ore that he said runs $15 to the ton. He now is after 
the BU1 to come up and le- examine ,his claims _ He had been turned down for 
patent. 

MEMO LAS 10/12/66 

Visit and Conference with Neil Walker 2/15/67 (SAM). 

Walker has sunk his new shaft to 84 feet and has some low-grade gold ore ($15-20 per ton) 
He recovers some fairly large pieces of free gold, up to ! inch in diameter which 
he mounts on white card board and sells for $1 up_ He also encounters some large 
blebs of clear galena in pure white quartz that are marketable to rockhound whole-
sale dealers for 25 cents to 75 cents per pound. He has marketed a considerable 
nu~ of the galena-quartz specimens in the past year. However, he says that the 
BLM ',will not allow his patent application because he has not made shipments to 
the smelter. He says he has realized much more, his way, thaD he would have by 
shipping. He has, for five years, made most of his living off the claims (originally 
known as the Guadalupe Group). Walker did not run the aill except sporadically. 

MEMO LAS 2/15/67 

Walker has completed a new 200-foot water well. The cores showed some limonite 
(bright~yellow and brown) in fractured blebs. The limonite cellular and panned 
a little gold. Some of the yellow "limon~te" appeared to be derived from "lead" 
and may be plumbagorosite. Walker plans to sink four drill holes, shortly, 
to get at least 300 feet in depth. The drill yields a 3/4-inch core. 

VISIT & CONFERENCE with Neil Walker and Ferrell Fikel 6/14/67. 



Mine 

District 

DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 

GOLD NUGGET MINE 

P1omosa Dist. Yuma County 

STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Date 

Engineer 

1f>/11/61 

Robt. F. Playter 

Subject: Interview with Mr. Neel Walker, owner. 

Mr. Walker is keeping the Gold Nugget mine alive by working it sporadically 
alone, or with the aid of his wife. He has no employees. 

The shaft is at present about 90 feet deep~ and he hopes to deepen it to about 
150 feet. At the 90ft level he has what he calls a "stringer vein" in which 
he has found some "bunches" of galena ore and occasionally some quite coarse 
native gold. If he deepens his shaft to 150 feet he wants to drive north on 
the "stringer vein" to intersect what he calls the "main shear zone", an 
east-west zone that is probably a major fault and forms the north end of the 
known ore. There he hopes to find a pocket of good ore. 

He has a small deisel generator2 an Allis Chalmers three stamp mill and a 
concentrating table, which he has not run in some time. When he runs it he 
recovers three products, native gold 2 a high silver concentrate, and a lead 
concentrate. Besides native gold and galena the ore contains some cerussite, 
anglesite and probably some~lver minerals, probably pyrargyrite and perhaps 
others. 

Mr. Walker is a lapidarist and he disposes of all of his gold as jewelry he 
makes himself. Much of the galena he sells as specimens, both to tourists 
and to organizations that prepare mineral collections for schools. 



GO LD NUGGET MINE , YUMA COUNTY 

Later I visited Mr. Neel Walker at his Gold Nugget Mine (the old Guadalupe) in the 
Plomosa MOuntains, ten miles east of Quartszite. Mr. Walker is operating his mine and 
~ill as a one man operation and only as the spirit moves him. The mine is about as 
previously reported in 1964, '65, '66, and '67. His mill which was only partially 
reported previously, consists of a small Dodge type crusher, followed by a small 
launder with removeable riffles for catching the coarse gold. The launder discharges 
in to a Allis Chalmers three stamp mill, the fines of which are carried by another 
riffled launder to a gravity separation table which discharges three products -- native 
gold, silver and galena. He has a dry washer which his wife uses in recovering gold 
from the stream beds on the property. 

The gold is recovered entirely by gravity, as cyanide or mercury treatment would 
\ require it to come under government regulation and disposal. Mr. Neel uses ornamental 

jewelry such as minature gold pans on crossed picks and shovels made into ear clips, 
tie tacks, etc. Some of the free gold flakes are epoxied into the gold pans. These 
items, small nuggets and other ornaments are packed in cellophane envelopes, appropriately 
labeled and sold to tourists. 

Mr. Walker reported that the large number of claims recently located south of Quartzsite 
(Jupiter Nos. 1 through 256) were being taken up by a coast hog raising group who plan 
to use the old placer pits for hog raising. CLH Conf. Quartzsite 2-14-68 



GOLD NUGGET MINE YUMA COUNTY 
PLOMOSA DISTRICT 

Walker bas deepened his new shatt to 75 teet and has installed a a_l1 direct driven 
hoist that is powered by a V-8 motor (Ford). The drum is 1 root in diameter and about 
20 inches wide. A 3/8-inch hoist cable is used and this is attached to a small bucket 
that 1s automattcall;r dumped into a car. In the last 2C feet the quartz has shifted 
into the l'j wall of the shaft. 3rnall stringers or 11ltlOnite in the diorite that borders 
the quartz are said to carry a little gold whereas the quartz carries relattve17 pure 
crystalline galena kernels or pods. 

LAS - ::Jisi t and oonference with. l~eel 'tialker - 6-9-65 



Mine GOlD NUGGET 

District PLOMOSA, YUMA CO. 

O 'EPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

PIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Date 6/f)/63 

Engineer Lewis A • Smith 

Subject: Interview with Neel Walker, at Quartzsite Conference 

Mr. Walker has completed his annual work and will leave for Idaho, for the 
summer. Be works a gold placer up there. He said he got out about 5 tons 
of lead silver ore from the prospect shaft that is located on the west end 
of the Gold Nugget vein. This lead are, he reports, apparently pitches NE 
into the north wall of his shaft. In the bottom the material is quartz 
(white and somewhat glassy)containing pyrite (with some gold) and chrysocolla 
staining. This material is not considered to be ore. Walker will sink 
further this Fall. 



GOLD NUGGE THINE YUMA COUNTY 
PLOHOSA DISTRICT 

Visit and Conference with Ne[l ~valker, Robert Beal and \lm. ~"ebster 2/6/64. 

-rtTalker has extended his neT"; prospect shaft dm.mward 18 to 20 feet on a quartz 
vein that contains lead-silver kernels disseminated throughout it. The galena is 
bright except for a fe~.;' cleavage planes that are coated by argentite (?). Some vugs 
contain yellow limonite that contains some gold. The quartz vein, at his point~ is 
several tens of feet east of a probably transverse fault, that may, or may not be 
?remineral. The fault is marked by a straight gull~y that has sparce outcrops that 
contain some brecciated diorite intermittently scattered along its course. The 
quartz, in the shaft bottom was distorted and more seve~y shattered than was the case 
further east. The width here was variable but would be between 1 and 2 feet. 
The galena kernels show no oxidation and gave the impression that they were later 
than the iron sulphides indicated by the limonite (largely pyrite). They were along 
fractures that are apparently later than the vugs that held the limonite. Walker 
plans to continue dorHn\vard. 

Robert Beal is r,-lorking grave Is that occupy the gully_:' that courses along the north 
side of the ridge that contains the Gold Nugget vein. T:vo [£enerations of stream 
gra'.:-e Is were seen in a cut (10 feet deep). The younger layer is composed of coarse 
an~u1.ar boulders with a small arilount of finer material. This lies on an intervening 
thin caliche saturated zone (not over 2 feet thick). Below the caliche is an older 
gravel, in which the ?ebble.s are more rounded and much st-aaller in average siz2 than 
in the upper gravel. The pe(1)les are held by a fairly firm reddish to red-yellowish 
clay that carries gold. The cut had just reached bedrock that was mainly composed of 
fractured diorite. In t:lis lrnver bed the elongated pebbles were oriented in a more 
northerly direction than in the upper bed, indicatingfuat the earlier stream direction 
was different than is now.; there. The upper grave Is are re lat ive ly low-grade in go Id , 
but the older gravel shows ouch better gold. The gold is generally little. rounded, 
sometimes jagged, indicating relatively little transportation. The gully extends 
eastward from itlalkers house, where it enters the main wash, for about 600 feet. 
Bedrock is often expos~d in the upper 300 feet. Old terraces, or bars, line the 
sides of the gull?, intermittently. Beal is drywashing the dirt after screening it 
throu~h a 1-inch screen. He accumulates several hundred pounds of concentrate and 
then washes the gold out in a small sluice. The dry >;vasher is ('un by a small gas­
oling engine. The pit is nOt.J' about 20 feet long and 10 feet wide. The old stream 
terraces or bars were worked many years ago. Occasional lead nuggets are recovered 
f~om the upper gravels but have not as yet been found in the older ones. Beal 
stated that he recovered $3-$5 on good days. The gold particles range from i-inch to 
"f lower t

• in size. 

LAS 2/6/64 

Walker has deepened his new shaft to 75 feet and has installed a small direct driven 
hoist that is powered by a V-B motor (Ford). The drum is 1 foot in diameter and about 
20 inches wide. A 3/8-inch hoist cable is used and this is attached to a small bucket 
that is automatical~ dumped into a car. In the last 20 feet the quartz has shifted 
into the N wall of the shaft. Small stringers of limonite in the diorite that borders 
the quartz are said to carry a little gold whereas the quartz carries relatively pure 
crystalline galena kernels or pods. 

LAS - Visit and conference with Neel Walker - 6-9-65 



D~PARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 

Mine Gold Nugget Mine 

STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Date May 3, 1962 

District Plomosa Dist., Yuma Co. Engineer Lewis A. Smith 

Subject: Mine Visit and Conference with j~ri Walker 5-3-62 

Walker has sunk his new shaft to 90 feet, most of the shaft being in gold ore which 
averages $25-30. per ton. He plans to continue dcnnl1.;ard to the local water level which 
he feels certain will be encountered in another 30 feet. He also sunk a second shaft 
to a depth of 20 feet on a 2-foot lead-silver showing. He runs his amalgamation mill 
periodically. The principal vein, where the 90-foot shaft cut it, is about 4 feet wide 
and is composed of white massive quartz containing vugs of yellow hematite or limonite. 
The gold is free and is associated with the iron oxides. Occasional bunches of galena 
are found along with scattered and minor copper carbonates and chrysocolla. 

Walker has heard nothing relative to his patent application. 

The new vertical shaft, begun last spring, has been deepened to 20 feet and has encountered 
lead-silver and some copper-gpld mineralization. The lead is in the form of clean galena 
pods or lenses in white, dense hard quartz gangue. The last shot showed this to be about 
2 feet wide. The galena locally is altered around its borders -by a relatively thin coat 
anglesite and by the deposition of a sooty black mineral on its cleavage planes. This 
may be argentite. The physical ore character indicates that gravity methods could accomplish 
a very clean separa~ion of the galena from the quartz. This band of lead mineralization 
is bordered on the south by a narrower band of quartz which contains much yellow and red, 
spongy limonite and chrysocolla stains. The limonite pans gold and a sample of the quartz 
assayed up to $12 gold. The zones apparently trend NE-SW and are nearly vertical to 
70 degrees south. The shaft was sunk east of a straight wash which apparently is formed 
along a strong fault. It was believed that the mineralization possibly proceeded from 
E to -Wand that the intersection of this fault with the main gold nugget vein should cause 
locus of mineralization along the east face of the fault, provided of course, that the 
fault is premineral in age. Since whether the Gold Nugget vein continues we3t of the fault 
with apparently little offset, seems probable and since a NW trending diorite porphyry 
dike farther north was little off-set, it would seem that there is some evidence of the 

. premineral character of the fault. The presence of some gossan along the fault is 
supporting evidence. Other transverse faults farther east, that crossed the vein, appear 
to have influenced the localization of ore. Lead-silver mineralization was found along one 
of these faults where it encountered the diorite dike, previously mentioned, but this has 
been little worked as it is low-grade and not large in extent. 
Mr. Walker plans to sink to SO feet, then drift westward to encounter the transverse faultt 
This should show clearly whether the transverse fault is pre-mineral or not, if so, the 
galena-bearing ore shoot should widen. 

Mine Visits and Conference with Neel Walker 
MEMO - LEWIS A. SMITH 

2-8-63 
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DJ::PARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Mine ' Gold Nugget Date January 4, 1962 

District Plomosa District, Yuma Engineer Lewis A. Srri th 

Subject: :~ ine visit and con:erence ~vi th Nee 1 vJalker, O1mer. 

}"r. ~\jalker has had 5 claims, the Gold Nuggets 1-5, surveyed for ?atent. These claims 
lie in S 25 (NEi-) T. 4. N., R. 18 vi. and in 5-30 (fr:·.;~) T. 4. N., R. 17 V.I. (103 acres, 
20.66 acres per claim). 

A. Gold Nugget No. 1 work consists of: 

1. No. 1 shaft 6 x 6 x 10 feet (vertical). 
2. A tunnel 5 x 6 x l57i feet trencing S 560 45' ~1, thence 170 feet in 

S 43-30E direction. 

3. No. 2 shaft - 6 x 6 x 10 (vertical) 
4e Open cut trending S 28 0 ~,r for 605' in length, 4 feet wide, and 10' high 

at breast, a branch in 5360 E direction for 26 feet and 15 feet at face. 
5. No.3 shaft - 6 x 6 x 8 feet (vertical). 
6. No. 4 TT - 4 x6 x 10 It n 
7. No.5 rl -6x6x75!f !t 

8. No. 2 open cut in S 28 0 E direction - 15 feet long, 9 feet high at face, 
~~d 10 feet ~~de. At the end is a 5 x 6 x 12 foot winze. 

9. No.6 shaft - 5 x 6 x 85 feet (vertical). 

B. Gold Nugget No. 2 c1ai.rn: 

1. Discoyery shaft - 6 x 6 x 10 feet (vertical). 
2. Open cut 5 feet wide, 40 feet at face and 40 feet long, trending N 70oE. 
3. Shaft No.2 - 4 x 6 x 10 feet (vertical). 
4. " No. 3 - U x 6 x 21 " n 
5. II No. 4. - 4 x 6 x 40 rr 11 

6. Open Cut No.2: trends S 730 E, is 5 feet wide, 40 feet long and 10 feet 
high at face. 

7. Shaft No.5 - 6 x 8 x 12 feet (vertical) 
8. If No.6 - 4. x 5 x 8 If ff 

9. II No. 7 - 4 x 6 x 8 If n 

c. Gold Nugget No. 3 claim: 

1. Discovery cut: trending N 44 0 H , is 10 feet deep at face and 5 feet wide. 
Shaft at fact 5 x 6 x 10 feet. · 

2. No. 4 shaft: 5 x 6 x 40 feet (-~rertical). 

D. Gold Nugget No.4: 

1. Discovery shaft - 5 x 6 x 40 feet (vertical. 



.' 

Gold Nugget (continued) 

E. ·J-old Nugget No.5 claim: 

1. Discovery cut on a vein that tre!lds oS L.h 0 ~ . .J . The vein is 5 feet ~iide. 
The cut is IS feet long, 10 feet deep at face and 5 feet deep_ 

2. Cut ,-'; o. 2 is IS feet long, 12 fee tat face ane 5 feet wide. 
3. 11 ~\To. 3 is 20 feet 10~g, 12 feet 2t face, an.d 5 feet 1.nde (trends S 55'J E). 
h. No. 2 s~aft: 5 x 6 x u.0 feet. 
,. No. 3 If 5 x 6 x 12 feet. 
6. No.1 II 5 x 10 (2 c~r1partments) 115 feet (vertical) to Station Ho. 1, 

thence 90 feet to Station No.2: (incl j_ned S 53 0 ~-n and 250 feet to water­
table. Station No. 1 drift 5 x 7 x ho feet and crosscut 5 x 7 x 20 feet 
from near breast of drift • . ,' Station 2: drift 5 x 7 x b.9 feet ( S200 E) ,t 
thence S 150 E for 60 fee~~ thence, S 22 0 W for 60 feet; thence S 600E for ~ 
14 feet, thence S ~7° E fer 20. feet to the breast; · Crosscut from point 
No.1, 25 feet F A.nd 25 fGet Eo POi.Ilt Nc. 3, crosscut trending N 63° w 
for 11 feet. Station No.2: drift 5 x 7 x 26 feet to point 5 trending 
N 25 01i-[, thence S 7CP':! for 39 feet to point 6, thence N J..!-l 0 ~-l for 29 feet, 
thence N 30 0 ~~ for 46 feet. Drift at point Ho. 5 trending N 150 Ttl 
(5 x 7 x 24 feet). Drift from point 6 t~e~ding S 700 w (, x 7 x 30 feet). 
Station 2 vertical ~Qnze ( 5 x 8 x 90 feet) in 2 compartments and timbered. 
The vein cut by the preceding work trends N 4,0 ~iJ and dips steeply to 70 0 S 
and is traceable for 800 feet at surface. 

The survey was made by Louis 
surveyed duri.ng 1961. 

A. Caronego of Parker, Arizona. 
.. ~~. 

' · ·~ l-·-" c '::" :1~::; 

The claims were 



Mine " Gold Nugget Mine 

, DEPARTMENT OF --MINERAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Date May 4, 1961 

District Plomosa Dis trict, YllJJla CO. Engineer Lewis A. Smith 
Nee1 

Subject: Visit with 1iidd. Walker (owner). Box 52 - Quartzsite, Arizona 

Mr.' Walker has deepened the new shaft on the west end of the main vein to 
3$0 feet and now has 2t feet of vertical quartz vein carrying $25.00 to $30.00 

in gold along with a few ounces of silver, and a little copper. The quartz 
here was fractured prior to mineralization. It contains blebs or kernels 
o:t galena (fresh) and vugs filled with limonite (usually derived from pyrite) 
and which contains free gold, and embolite. The embolite and chrysocolla stain 
the quartz out from openings. Walker is now sinking a new shaft on one of the 
outlying claims prior to patenting the group. He stated that the new shaft 
had lead-silver values but little gold. He has recently applied for the patent 
survey, and should have very little trouble in obtaining the patent, once he 
can get it surveyed. 

Active Oct. 1961 
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DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 

Mine 

District 

Subject: 

Gold Nugget (old Guadalupe) 

Plomosa Dist., Yuma CO. 

STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Date 

Engineer 
Ne.;,;' I 

Mine Visit with ~Walker, owner. 

January 5, 1961 

Lewis A. Smi th 

Mr. Walker is confronted with an apparent step-fault condition whi apparently occurred 
after the intrusion of a diorite dike which appears to have come before the de-
position of limestone and outpouring of the later Tertiary vol i~ The faults had 
a strong horizontal component, the block at the mine either ving apparently moved 
600 feet south with respect to the adjacent blocks to ,t st and west, or else the 
east and west blocks were moved northeastward. At th Gator. Mine, I mile northwest 
of the Gold Nugget, the mineral zone appears to rough! gn with the Gold Nugget 
block which would indicate that the block (or segment) which lies between the two 
mines was moved northward. What happened to the east of the Gold Nugget block is indefinite 
because of fill and later volcanic capping. Underground, east of the fault, the conditions 
were not the same as in the Gold Nugget block (according to Walker). The movements 
were traceable by means of a diorite dike which is durable and stands in high relief 
with respect to the schist and granite on either side. 

The d.ike is bordered by nunerous shears which parallel it. The shears are occupied by 
quartz veins ranging from 2-4 feet wide and most of the veins are nearly vertical. 
The shears, dike and schistosity all trend about N 650 - 70OW. The quartz veins and 
dike apparently tenninate on the transverse fault west of the Gold Nugget block. The 
faul t zone is not too defini te here as its course is occupied by fill. However, 
across the main wash to the north, it shows clearly and there terminates the diorite 
dike on the east. The fault is indicated to the south by a slight gully. The dike 
from this fault to the northwestward narrows, but is intermittently traceable for 
3/4 of a mile, where it again is apparently terminated. A line projected southward 
from this point would approximately be the east extension of the Gator zone. '!be 
east fault of the Gold Nugget block was too indefinite for determination without much 
more field ,work. 

, The main shaft (437 feet vertical depth) starts vertically for 125 feet then inclines 
westward for 255 feet and then straightens to vertical for over 180 feet. (The 
inclined portion dips 40-50~) The shaft has about 130 feet of water in it. The shaf't 
has 250 feet of drift each way on the 250 foot level. A second 1501 vertical shaft 
is located near the E fault. 

The ore consists of white, splintery quartz which has blebs, pods and disseminated 
specks of yellow and red limonite, galena and pyrite. The sulphides are generally 
close to the surface. The gold (according to Walker) seems JOOst prevalent within the 
pyrite and iron o:xides. The galena contains some silver. '!be galena- cuts the pyrite 
and is considered to be later. 

The question arises as to whether the quartz veins would bulge in width against the 
fault, which terminates the block to the west. Since the nearest workings do not 
encounter the fault, it was recommended that a vein be followed to the indicated 
fault zone. If the quartz bulges or "mushrooms, n then the ore mineralization could 
be post-faulting. The faulting doubtless was post-diorite and attendent shearing. 
The work to the east indicates a tendency, for the quartz to be a little thinner. The 
quartz was not traceable in the north block because of fill and cap rocks, even though 
the diorite was intermittently pre sent 0 More work next to the north dike segnent 
would be needed to see if the quartz veins are present there. If they are, or are not, 



Gold Nugget (continued) 

will help to determine if the faults are fore- or post- ~Xneral. 

Walker is sinking a shaft near to the fault and can later drift in that direction. 
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DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 

Mine Gold Nugget (Guadalupe) 

District Plomosa District, Yuma Co. 
:V~,... ., 

STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Date 

Engineer 

Subject: Hine LTlterview with ,NeTr Halker 

May 5, 1960 

Lewis A. Smith 

A study of the structure rear the mine reveals that two parallel and transverse 
fractures (400 feet apart) have apparently offset the vein. I-fr. vlalker reported 
that the vein had run into a wall on the west end on the 100 ft. level. Further 
north (300-400 ft.) a diorite-like dike was apparently offset on the east side of 
the west fault to the south. The dike was found to be an appendage off of a wide 
dike further to the west. The major dike is partly c overed near the mine, but 
1 mile west it is several hundred feet wide and can be traced for at least 2 miles. 
There seems to be little doubt that this dike continues by the Gold Nugget mine to 
t.1.e north. However, it may split up into smaller dikes as evidenced by patches of 
dioritic material near the vein. This dike cuts pre-Cambrian schists. \'lalker felt 
that the problem was to determine whether the off-sets were pre-mineral or post­
mineral. If they are pre-mineral then there could be a bulging of the vein width 
against the faults. If they are post-mineral the mineralized segments would be 
south of the original course of the vein. If the fault drags quartz along the 
fault face encountered on the 100 foot level it would show 1ihich direction the 
fault went. Walker plans to drill along the west side of the faults to see if 
the vein segments can be locatedo 



DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 

Supplementary 

Mine Gold Nugget 

STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Date J ~"1ua.ry 8, 1960 

District Plomosa Mining Dist., Yuma County Engineer Lewis A. Smith 

Subject : ~fine visit 

Owner: Neil Walker, Quartzsite, Arizona 

Mr. Walker has a small 5 ton mill which will employ a crusher, screens, a battery 
of small stamps and amalgamation plates. He plans to treat some of the better ore 
from the Gold Nugget. He has developed some lead are, north of the main shaft, 
which contains good silver. The ore minerals are galena, litharge (PbO) and. em­
boli te 0 Tests reveal that the litharge is in veinlets in the fractured quartz 
gangue. The galena is in disseminated kernels and the emboli te is films in the 
more recent fractures. The main gold vein trends transverse to the general shear 
trend of the area. Mr. Walker states that the mim has considerable low grade 
ore, the better pockets mainly having been mined earlier. Hr. Walker plans to 
install an impact machine to crush the quartz. 



bcerp't fro. U.S.~.5. 5WJ.et1n 451 - "Ore Depo81ta in *Grtbun YUI'Ja Cowlt7. 
Ariscma· by HowlaDd Bancroft. 

'%he Quadalupe pro .... ct 1. l,Qeeted at an .lnation or 1.800 t.n em the 
.n.m side ot .. .,utbml pet or the PlAnoaa ~ta:1Da, and. 1a Jut wn 
cd tba cl1v1de anr 1Ih1ob 1a bull t. tt. sta&e road. bet.wen Quartuiu _d V1cka­
~ wh14A plMu aft r.~tiYel7 11 ancl 21 ai •• 'b7 wagon roM rNa t.lw 
Guadalupe. Aa the properli7 ... not. worked at the U. at the writer'. T.1s1t 
~ a .~e1a1 eD1!!natloD .. possible. tt. \1IJderpoel ~nU bei.nc 
1Daoen1ble.' ippanDtrlT the deplat it baa bMn proepeoted br a Ihort wrUe&l 
.art in addi tJ.oa to .... eral .urtaee c:stta. Abado:ned baUdinp md • aha.tt 
hOUM oonst.itute t.be nrtace impraremeDts. 3mall. sbip1D9llta aN reporteda to 
haft been tU.de t3 :~'i&1\ francisco and to the 8J!Wlter at ~8. Ca1.. 0.=. -Il. 0_ approachu the Qua.'upe !rom Qurtuite all at the rocka r . the olltts are ot volcan1c Qrigin 11p to wi thin a short distance ot the 
property. On the -trt, thI .. are m&!nlr hornblAmde ana.sites and are probab17 or 
TerUary age. In the 1Dmtediate v1c1n1:ty or the prospeot lOuta of the road are 
tOUDd .... ancient :roolm, probably' ot pre..cazbr1an ace. The basal. _Jaber ap­
pears to be • aaarse-s;rainad eil1e1tled satJdatone or arko_, and although it. 18 
i!lpCMlnlWt to .tate poa1 \1ve17 1Ihether the rock 1. of "edi_n1iary or ig_OUII 
or1ciD. eriat1lC8 ..... to favor the view that it 'I a reor:rsia,,' .... quart.o­.. di.A", an4 1t 111 1n thu tomatLoD U. tho Ouadalupe vein outcl'opa. L11n; 
OIl top o£ thi. 18 tOttDd a s1.1gh~ 8C~.istoee bade rock l,h1ch apt-"ara tr,) be of 
cI1m. ti1a o:r:1&1n &.ad lIbich appcentJ.;r rep:resents all old tlow upon the eurtace of 
the \1IIdwl71D6 quuUoae I'OCk. 

OYer the_ a t .. ~ t •• t nor~ lift8 & u.a.to_ aanclOJD'lmte Gf varlablAa 
.'ttl1--.., u.nt vbloh ctUt about .300 teet or bl.ll11h, reddish. and yell.ew1sh 
11M ..... of tmknom age. 1he_ dip.bout ]DO 81' and stna It 6QO :S, and ra.r-m 
a prom..nt, peak 1iUJ:h ia oapptJd 'b7 ol1rtne hu&l. \. 

On ... .,lrth the andn1tea probablY CtMW \he older roeIaI and the .. are no 
dou!* al80 capped b:1 banl t. 

On ~ - u ahwn by ~ evraee cot.1M depOldt 18 in '4le r... ~. 
__ . ~ euttlnt: ~ quartn't1c rock. 'lbe treDr! ot t..~e la~ 18 S 2SOE 
ad 1\ e'taJID Almon perpend1cul.ar4". !be ws..ct. nn.. fro" a t .. tn ••• to 
••• ial teet. the 18dge --1:11 to be q,ute pen18tent. alor.g ita outcrop. 
~a-., ~ td the .m vein Wl'8 noted vh 1ah d1cS not show lSl'taMt OOD­
t1m21V f'# deftD1t1oa. aDd t.hfIse ct1pped at all ugl.ea. lb. tiU1DS o! th8 TeiD 
aon.1ata al-n Clol:b' of pure white q,uarts L., which occur lIUI' mnleta or 
a1der1te, ~ '" be auritorou, tdU.ch Jdneral. 18 &Uo prOftl'1.nent in the fractures 
and. je1DtaI of tat quartzose rock. Galena report,ed1l to be arpnutercua am very 
al1&htl7 auri.teroua, W8JIo.:; found 1n ,lace. in the vein, incloa1.'1g quart. and trom 
the ore d~ 600d-e1::ed spacn.na of th1a la&d sulphide wre e;mmi:wd. The car­
bonate and sulphate or lead. wre Men on .as of the Ip8C1n8na, and a sull amomt. 
ot .1·chit. vas obsez.ed. So_ he-.Ute u preeent in the ore. !he writer :re­
ern. his lll&b:1l1tY' to gl'V8 detaU. oE tM cont1naatlcn ~ the vein 1n depth. 
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DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Mine Gold Nugget (original~ ~da1upe Mine) Dote January 10, 1958 

District Flomosa Dist. l,~;_, • . , .• -'-" - Engineer Lewis A. Smith 

Subject: Visit to t'roperty 

Location: Sec 25, T4N, R18W, 2 miles north of the Coiner-Splicer Groups, 

1 mile south of Highway 60-70 

Claims: 6 
v 

Owner: Neil ~alker, Quartzsite, Arizona 

Development: One old deep shaft, with water level at about 125 feet. The shaft, 

is reported to have bottaned at 437 feet, in ore. Several cuts and 

Geology: 

shallow shafts are now partlY filled by detritus. 

Schist, intruded locally by granite, is sheared parallel to the 

laminations which trend. NW to W and dip from NE to vertical. 

Quartz, containing free gold, follows the shears. Out from, and 

along, the quartz veins, the schist has been silicified am 

mineralized by argentiferous galena, pyrite, a little chalcopyrite, 
/1'/ ----

and oxides and carbonates of copper and lead and silver chlorides. 

The distribution of the lead-silver ore is similar to that of the 

Splicer-Coiner. The veins, and shears, have been disjointed by 

local transverse Faults. The general trend of the laminations 

is EW. 

".-
j 



1 

( :)-:: 

( . ~; , " 










	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0001
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0002
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0003
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0004
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0005
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0006
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0007
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0008
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0009
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0010
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0011
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0012
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0013
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0014
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0015
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0016
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0017
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0019
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0020
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0021
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0022
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0023
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0024
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0025
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0026
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0027
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0028
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0029
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0030
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0031
	GoldnuggetmineLapaz317-0032

