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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES AZMILS DATA 

PRIMARY NAME: FRIJOLE MINE 

ALTERNATE NAMES: 
OLD FRIJOLE 
SILVER SPUR 

PIMA COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 189 

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 18 S RANGE 15 E SECTION 24 QUARTER SE 
LATITUDE: N 31DEG 50MIN 55SEC LONGITUDE: W 110DEG 46MIN 18SEC 
TOPO MAP NAME: SAHUARITA - 15 MIN 

CURRENT STATUS: PAST PRODUCER 

COMMODITY: 
SILVER SULFIDE 
COPPER SULFIDE 
LEAD SULFIDE 
GOLD LODE 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
S.B. KEITH. AZBM BULL. 189. P. 128. 1974 
USGS BULL. 582. P. 96 & 119 
ADMMR FRIJOLE MINE FILE 
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Dec. 26, 1962 - Received infofmation that the Frijole Mine at Helvetia is 

now leased out to a Mr. N.L.'Skinner, who expects to start work shortly 

after Jan. 1. 

AXEL L. JOHNSON - WR - 12-29-62 



SILVER SPUR (OLD FRIJOLE) HINE 

The Silver Spur, formerly the Old Frijole mine, is located 1-3/4 
miles southeast of Helvetia, at an elevation of 4,900 feeto It is the 
oldest property in the c~T.P. having been discovered in the late seventies 0 

It was first worked by Hart' & ~Teigel in the early eighties, aIld is said 
to ha'!e produced $40, 000 worth of silver ore. It is opened in the old 
workings by a lOa-foot shaft that is inclined 300 ESE on a quartz fissure 
vein in the granite, with levels spaced 30 feet apart. The vein follows 
a fault and, as shown in the lower part of the shaft, is associated with 
an aplite dike. In the upper 50 feet of the shaft it consists principally 
of 4 inches of massive mineral-bearing white quartz, but it narrows below the 
60-foot level and pinches to a mere seam in the bottom of the shaft. The 
ore minerals contained in the quartz are m~inly fine-grained dark galena and 
gray copper, and the ore is stained with lead and copper carbonates and 
limonite 0 

At about 300 feet south of the old workings and 200 feet above them, the 
present workings in a short tunnel have encountered a small, nearly flat­
lying quartz vein containing galena, gray copper, and sma.ll amounts of 
pyrite and chalcopyrite. 

Taken from USGS BULL. 582, P 119, "Mineral Deposits of the Sa!1ta Rita and 
Patagonia Mountains, Ar.izona" 



EARTH RESOURCES COMPANY 
5920 m, in ty r e r 0 lJ d 1#4,4NIr1MNfo4UiNk/,#4i golden colorado 80401 303'279·7631 

September 29, 1972 

Mr. Herb Reynolds 
Continental Materials Corporation 
P. O. Box 662 
Oracle, Arizona 85623 

Dear Mr. Reynolds: 

Re: Frijole Project 
Pima County, Arizona 

I have enclosed the drill logs, and a map, showing the approximate 

location of our two drill holes; also included is some excerpts 

from our files to give you an idea of our day to day thinking on 

this project. Mr. Deisler has duplicates of this data and the 

core, in his possession. 

My feeling is that economic porphyry copper potential at this 

property has been pretty well tested, but that the possibility of 

ore grade mineralization may exist along the northeastern edge of 

the claims associated with a northwest trending fracture zone. 

If I can be of further help, don't hesitate to call me. 

DEG:dp 
Encls. 
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Drilling as of today on Frijole #2 progressed to 275'. Drilling has been somewhat 
slowed down this week because immigration service took driller's helper pack to 
Mexico. Presently we are in a fine grain porphyry similar to rock map?Jas 
Tertiary monzonite - rock is moderately well altered with signs of heavy sericite. 
K-feldspar shows signs of alteration throughout core. A few intervals of sulfides 
are present but rock is still basically all altered. Sulfides as evidenced by 
l~ite are not abundant so far in this hole - will continue drilling on this hole 
approximatelyanother -lOO'. Weekly drilling report will be forthcoming. 

October 28 - in office working on Oro Grande map - field investigation of the 
Frijole area has convinced me that the Tertiary porphyry in the claim group is 
not mineralized and that the northwest trending fracture zone that crosses the 
ridge line north of Hart Butte is the main feeder for luneralization in the 
Helvetia district. Most copper mineralization on the west side of the range is 
in tactites and limestones, north of and within this fracture system, the favorable 
host rock is not likely to be present south of this fracture in the Frijole claim 
group. This project will be terminated Thursday a.m. if nothing significant turns 
up in Wednesday's drilling. 

do'1 OeT: 
Frijole #2 drill hole bottomed at 498 feet in coarse grain monzonite - several 
broken zones were encountered in this hole -none with significant mineralization. 
Of the two igneous rock types drilled, the coarse grain monzonite seems to be the 
better of the two. This precludes the necessity of having to test the light 
porphyry in the center of the property. 



EARTH RESOURCES COMPANY MEMO 

October 12, 1970 

TO: Dan Gorski 

FROM: Bill Cole 

~: Frijole Project 

On October 6, I visited the Frijole group with Chuck Sewell and discussed the 
project further with him on October 7. In Chuck's opinion, the first hole was 
not well placed in that it should have been more directly in the center of the 
highest geochem values of the Cu and moly where there is also an iron stained 
silicified and brecciated zone. My feeling is that the hole s~ould have been 
placed there but the zone is rather vague and we are presumably looking for some­
thing large and a few hundred feet there one way or another may not make so much 
difference. 

After studying the site for the second hole, both Chuck and I agreed that it 
also was being put rather on the side of the target. We chose to move it into the 
center along the road where there was no drill site prepared, but the driller 
thought he could get along alright. The rig is built only for vertical holes 
but we got him to tip it a little, hopefully 800t to the north. Thiti hole is 350' 
north, 380 east from the southwestern corner of Frijole #4 claim. 

The third hole is in the middle of the largest aplitic altered zone where we had 
originally planned a deep hole. But inasmuch as we are restricted to 2,000 feet 
on the project, and we had already expended 661 feet on the first hole, we decided 
to stop the first hole which was looking fairly barren and save the footage. After 
going over the geology again with Chuck, I gathered that our chances of hitting any 
sediments are practically nil except along the NE boundary of the property. It 
would appear at this point that we will drill 500 feet on this second hole and hope­
fully get well into the primary zone or below the severe oxidization and use the 
remaining 839 feet on the third hole. 



EARTH RESOURCES COMPANY MEMO 

July 27, 1970 

TO: Bill Co Ie 

FROM: Dan Gorski 

RE: Frijole Project, Pima County, Arizona 

Following is an outline of the exploration program for the Frijole project, Pima County, 

Arizona. This project will take approximately four months and will be under the super­

vision of Lee Sutton. Exact priorities and timing will be worked out by Lee as the 

project devlops. 

1. Evaluation of existing IP data by Mr. Elliot in Tucson 

2. Geologic mapping of the claim area 

3. Fill in geochem sampling consisting of approximately 50 samples 

4. Approximately 2,000 feet of diamond drilling to test the existing geochem and 

IP anomalies and any other area of interest that might develop. Tentatively 

scheduled are two 500' and one 1,000' holes. 

DG/nm 
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VITRO MINERALS CORPORA TION 

Drill Log 

Date Started: L ) C"l?1 /YTo 

Date Completed: (, o&f L't. TO 

Logged By: C,'orsk; 

Hole No. : F-/ 
Coord: N, E -----
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Mine 

District 

DEPARTMENT OFMINE'RAL RESOURC~S 
STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Frijole Mine . . 
(formerly Silver Spur & Old Frijole) 
Helvetia District, Pima Co. 

Date Mar. 12, 1963 & Sept. 7 & 28, 1962. 

Engineer Axel L. Johnson 

Subject: Field Engineers Report. Information from E. G. Deisler & personal visit. 

References (1) Bull. # 582 -- uMineral Deposits of the Santa Rita & Patagonia Mts.j' 
page 96, reg. Old Frijole, and page 119, reg. Silver Spur (Otd Frijole). 
(2) Ariz. Bureau of Mines Bulll. # 140 -- uArizona Metal Production tl , 

page 97, reg. Silver Spur. 
(3) Field Engineers report of Aug. 13, 1951, reg. the 6 original claims. 

Location Sec. 24 -- T 18s -- R 15 E ---- about 1 1/2 miles SE of Helvetia old 
townsite, and about 0 to 1 mile west of the Narragansett Mine. 
t 

OWner E. G. De isler, 2650 N. Miracle Mile Strip, Tucson, Arizona. 

Lessee R. C. Bruce, 420 West Prince Road, Tuewon, Arizona. 
(Note:- Mr. Bruce also has a lease on Narragansett Mine, adjoining) 

Number of Claims 18 unpatented claims. 6 of these were purchased from o. O. 
Leonard approx. 8 to 10 years ago. The remaining 12 claims were located by 
Mr. Deisler subsequently. 

Principal Minerals Copper ores, both oxides and sulphideso 

Present Mining Activity Mr. Bruce now conducts open pit mining operations at the 
Narragansett, which adjoins one of the Frijole claims, and apparently expects to 
expand his operations to include some of the Frijole propertyo Field engineer, on 
his visit to the operations on Mar. 12, 1963, was L~formed by the operators that the 
operations were on the Narragansett, al though they did not know where the property 
line was. However, in a recent telephone conversation with Mr. Deisler, Mr. Deisler 
cont&lds that the mining operations are on one of the Frijole claimS, and is having 
the property surveyed. (See Field Engineers report for Narragansett -- Mar. 12, 1963) 

I 

Past History (1) First worked from 1880 to 1884 by Bill Hart & John Weigle (See Bull. 
# $82, page 96. L 

(2) Owned by O. O. Leonard about 1951 (See Report of Aug. 13, 1951) 
(3) Leased and operated by William Barbre, 7331 Oleander Vista, Tucson 

from April to Sept. 1962. Mr. Barbre extended an adit into the mountain for a 
distance of 218 ft. (from 430' to 648'), and also drove a crosscut for a distance of 
70 fto The ad it was driven into the mountain towards the ii north-east towards a 
grani te-limestone contazt, and was nearly all in granite. Some ore was reported on 
one side of the adit in the last 18 ft., which consisted of pyrite and chalcopyrite, 
and reportedly assayed from 00 7 to 1.5 % in copper. 

(4) Mr. Deisler,in a telephone conversation with the field engineer 
on Sept. 28, 1962, reported that he had candelled the lease to William Barbre 

(5) Mine was leased to R. C. Bruce in Feb. 1963. 

Past Production Arizona Bureau of Mines Bull. # 140 -- ItArizona Metal Production" 
lists the production for Silver Spur as $ 40,000 worth of silver from 1880 to 1889. 
(See page 97 of the bulletin) 



DEPARTMENT 'OF MINERAL RESOURCES c 
o 

Mine FRIJOLE, et ale 

STATE OF ARIZONA 

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT 

Date Aug. 13. 1951 

p 
y 

District Hebretia Mining Dist., Pima County Engineer Axel L. Johnson 

Subject: Reconnaisance Report. 

o.·mership. 
A group of 6 unpatented claims is owned by O. O. Leonard, 541 N. Park St., 

Tucson, Ariz. 

Location. The property is located near Helvetia, which is 14 miles SE of Sahuarita. 
It is about 3/4 mile S-SE of the old Helvetia mini~g camp. There is a rather poor 
road for 1/2 mile from Helv.etia. The remaining 1/4 mile to the property has no road. 

Topography. The claims are loca.ted in an area of rather steep rolling bills 
. interspersed 'with rather deep washes. 

Mineralization. Mr. Leonard was under the impression that he had Uranium ore on his 
property. I asked him to bring me some rock samples of what he thought was Uranium 
ore. I brought these samples to the Bureau of Mines and they were tested there with 
the Gieger counter. The tests showed no evidence of urani1Xffi in the specimens. 

Mr. Leonard also claimed he had Schee1ite ore on his property running 1.03% 
in an 18 inch v~in. He has ~~ ultra-violet la~p of his own. The first claim inspected 
had a net work of tunnels into the hillside where some copper ore had been taken olit 
by former operators a number of years ago. Testing of all these tunnels with the ultra­
violet lamp showed no evidence of tungsten. The second claim inspected had a tunnel 
driven into the hillside \d th two other tunnels branching out from same 0 Former oper­
ators had evidently drive~ these tunnels in search for copper ore. Testing of these 
tunnels with the ultra-violet lamp sho~Ned only a very small area of 4 inches by 4 inches 
at the end of one of the tunnels, which showed any fluorescence, and also not of ve~J 
high grade t probably abo'lt 1%. The tunnels on Mr·o Leonard's other claims were caved 
in and inaccaBible. 

Mr. Leonard also expressed the oplnlor. that he had a good copper prospect on 
the first claim visited, which had a net work of tunnels in the hillside. There were 
also a few holes or small stopes cut in at the sides of some of these tunnels, The 
sides of the t'.lIH1els showed a fe'ftl small fis sures a few inches wide shm.ring copper oxide 
ore. These fiss~res had v~~J flat dips in a cc~ntry rock of gra~ite. The former oper­
ators, in drivi~g these tunnels, had evidently tried to follow the small copper stringers 
and had extracted all the copper ore that was worth mining from these tunnels. There 
seemed to be evidence that they had shipped a small quantity of ore. There was no evi­
dence of any q~antity of merchmtable quality of ore remaining. The second claim in­
spected, which also had some tunnels, shoT.-Ted verJ little evidence of copper. The 
tunnels in 1{r. Leonard's other claims were inaccessible. 

Conclusions and Findings. (1) No Uranium was found on the propertyo 
(2) The Scheelite found was very much to small in quantity 

to even consider. 
(J) No copper of merchantable grade was indicated. 

Axel L. Johnson, Field ~ngineerJ 
Dept. of Mineral Resources t . 

PoO.Box J90, Tucson, Arizo 
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