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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES FILE DATA

PRIMARY NAME: FERNSTROM MILL
ALTERNATE NAMES:
PIMA COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 570

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 21 S RANGE 10 E  SECTION 20 QUARTER SE
LATITUDE: N 31DEG 35MIN OOSEC  LONGITUDE: W 111DEG 20MIN 30SEC
TOPO MAP NAME: ARIVACA - 15 MIN

CURRENT STATUS: PAST PRODUCER

COMMODITY:
TUNGSTEN

BIBLIOGRAPHY:
USBM SUMMARY REPORT NO. 43, BY ROMSLO
USBM REPORT FILE NO. 467, TUNGSTEN, SUMMARY
REPORTS, ARIZONA
ADMMR FERNSTROM MILL FILE
ADMMR GRESCH MINE FILE



-\ STATE OF ARIZONA

' DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES

Mineral Building, Fairgrounds, Phoenix, Arizona 85007 e (602) 255-3791

FERNSTROM MILL PIMA COUNTY

ARIVACA DIST.
T21S, R10E, Sec 20

MILS FERWNSTROM'S TUNGSTEN MILL
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N'LIE OF MINE: Fernstrom COUNTY: Pima ) s
OWNER: DISTRICT: .
' METALS: W
v QPERATOR AND ADDRESS LINE STATUS
Date: MFernstrom & Co., 164 S. Main, Date: f
"11/47, |Tueson _ 1177 ! Custom Milling
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E. FERNSTROM

. 4 3 L ar ¢ Tyt
INDEPENDENT DEALER IN TUNGSTEN ORE AND CONCENT@EAATES_ N “’_M;;,;.,c:-.«“«,é.fi&.u
iéﬂmxnw‘;‘l.ﬁx!li’-‘a e
REPRESENTING METAL RESERVES
GENERAL OFFICE AND SAMPLING PLANT AT CONCENTRATOR »
164 SOUTH MAIN STREET ' MILL AND MINE

ARIVACA. ARIZONA
N, ARIZONA :
THES0 117 18/44

Department of Mineral Resources

Phoenix, Arizona.

Dear Mr., Dunning; : s

_ '-Asvpgr ingtructions I‘am mailing yéu my clame for adjustment by
the contract termination administrator,and after reading thie and digesting same
will you please returm it to me for correctionyor if Q,K.will you forward it on
to destination. ri k e ' '
‘ I am enclosing ome copy for you,one for Mr, Willis and one each
for Mr, Broadgate and Senator Hayden,

Sincerely yours,

QYA

E. Ferngtrom.

S o eota e gttt A~
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SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM
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FEDERAL BUILDING
JUCSON, . ... ARIZONA

(STAMP OF LOCAL BOARD) |

November 16, 1943
Order No. 2962

My, George A. Ballam
Arigzona Depattment of Mineral Resources
1042 North Euclid Avenue

Tucson, Arizona

Dear Mr, :Ballam

We have a registrant named Lester Gavin Fernstrom, order
number 2962 who is said to operate a Tungsten Mine at Arivaca, Arizona
and who requests deferment for himself as an essential mine worker.
Mr, Fernstrom's Tucson Office &s at 164 South Main Strcet where he
or his Father operates an Essay Office and buys and sells, This
Bo-rd would 1ike to know some of the extent of Mr, Frenstrom's
mining operation and whehter same work can be classified as essential,

Yours truly

FOR PI}MA COUNTY LOCAL BOARD NO. 2

W, E. Barp “hairman

By
CJH/bec C. d. He{yerstedt, Clerk




FERNSTROM MILL PIMA

Les Fernstrom, 718 W. Nevada, 294-5895, wanted late copy of Pay Dirt. He may build
a tungsten mill at his property north of Arivaca. GWI WR 7/19/74
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REPORT OF MILLS - SOUTHERN DISTRICT (file)
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»
FERNSTROM MILL Tungsten PIMA COUNTY
ARIVACA DIST,
e
lLester G, Fernstrom, 230 W, Kentucky, Tucson, Ariz,

Mill not now leased out, the former leaseto Cordy C, Calvin

(see report of 11/2/56) reported to be cancelled,

Mill has been idle mowt of the time since early this spring. On recent
visit to the mill (July, 1957), Mr. Fernstrom indicated that the
resumption of milling activities at the mill was questionable due to the
discontinuation of the Govt, tungsten program, and the low price for

tungsten on the open market,

July 2L, 1957 Axel L, Johnson
Field Engineer
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DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES
STATE OF ARIZONA

| | FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT
v
Mine  Fernstrom Mill Date NoVe 2, 1956

District ) Engineer Axel L., Johnson

Subject: Present Status. Information from Lester Fernstrom & Cordy C. Calvin & Pers. Visit
Location On West Congress Street, Tucson, Ariz., Turn southyoff ke Congress Ste.,
Just west of the Santa Cruz fiver bridge (about 800 West Congress), and drive south
about 1/l mile, passing the Tucson Pressed Brick Co. plant, and then turning to the
righ‘b (west)o /
Owner Lester G. Fernstrom, 230 W. Kentucky, Tucson, Ariz.

Lessee and Operator Cordy Ce Calvin, 159 W, Pemnington, Tucson, Ariz.

Mill Capacity About 1 ton per hour. (25 tons per 2l hrs)

Ores Milled Tungsten ores, both scheelite and wolframite,hubnerite, ferberite.

Mill Equipment (1) One primary jaw crusher
(2) One Herman Ball Mill
(3) Two Tables (one in operation at present)

Number of Men Workigiat Mill 2 men, when mill is in operation.

Present Work Operator is now milling hubnerite and wolframite ores from the operators
own mine, (Vindicator Mine),located near Las Guijas.

Custom Milling Owner, Cordy Calvin, plans to accept custom milling of tungsten ores.
fle states that he will mill tungsten ores,that are amenable to milling, at rates that
will be determined after a sample has been submitted by the owner for a mill test. The
minimim rate, however, will be $10.00 per ton. This rate may run somewhat higher, if
the ore is found to be hard to crush and mill.
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DEPARiMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES -
STATE OF ARIZONA '
FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT

v
Mine Fernstrom Mill at Arivaca Date Mar. 21, 1955
District Arivaca District ----Pima County Engineer Axel L. Johnson

Subject: Present Status. Personal Visit. Owner could not be located for consultation,

Location This mill was located about 3/L miles west of Arivaca on the south side of the
Sasabe Road, 4 ong Arlvaca Creek.

Owner Owner of this mlll was Ister Fernstrom, Arivac, Ariz.

Operator Operator of the mill was same as above.

J
W

Minerals Milled Mr. Fernstrom milled his own ore in this mill , from the Stewart mine
at Las @uijas, and from the lLes Jimfre mine near the Del Quivari guest ranch on the east
side of the Baboquivar/ﬂts.

Mill Capacity Mi 11 capacity was about 1 ton per hour, and the mill was worked
intermittently., :

Mill Equipment The mill equipment consisted of a small crusher, ore bin, a Herman Ball
mill, and one table, '

Present Status On my nsa.t to the mill on Mar 21, 1955, I found that the mill had been
removed from its previous location. It had been dlsmantled and the milling machinery
had been stored in the back yard of Lester Fernstrom residence in Arivaca, I did not
find Mr. Fernstrom at home, but Mrs. Fernstrom informed me that the milling machinery is
now sold, and that Mr, Fernstrom 1is qulttlng the mining business. I could not find out
who bought the milling equlpment.
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DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCGES L
STATE OF ARIZONA

FIELD ENGINEERS REPORT

A Y
Mine Fernstrom Mill at Arivaca Date  Aug. L, 1953
District Arivaca Distric}, Pima County Engineer Axel L, Johnson

Subject: Field Engineers Report ---- Information from les Fernstrom & Personal Visit.

Location About 3/l miles west of Arivaca on the south side of the Sasgbe Road along
Rrivaca Creek :

Owner les Fernstrom, Arivaca, Ariz.

Operator Same as above. /

Minerals Milled Mr. fernstrom is milling his own tungsten ore and is also milling
some custom tungsten ores. Mr, Fernstrom gets some of his tungsten ore from the
Stewart Mine at Las Guijas, and some from the Les Jimfre Mine, near the Del Quivgri
Guest Ranch in the Baboquij/ari Mts,

Number of Men Working Mill worked intermittently when théy' have ore to be milled.
3 to L4 men

Mill Capacity About 1 ton ‘per hour.

Mill Equipment Small Crusher, Ore bin, Herman Ball mill, and one Table,

Rematks Mr, Fernstrom sold his old mill at Las Guljas. Purchasers of same took
the equipment to Mexico.



304 Eome Buildars Bldg.
, ' Phoepix, Arizona

May 24, 1945

/
Mr. 2. Fernstrom

164 South Main Street
Tucson, Arizona
Deer ﬁr. Farnatrom:
_Hs are having soms haariﬁgs on
tungaten claims this weskend in Phosnix,
As scon as we get scmé idea of thsir
attitude we will prépare en appsal on your cgse )
and send it down for approval. |

Yours very truly, ;

Eerl F. Haatinga

BERLY




PRESENT OPERATIONS:

DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES

REPORT TO OPA ON
ACTIVE MINING PROJECT

Date \/ / - ;r ﬁ/{
Name of Mine ?f’ ‘lf?@/fj'f{wﬁ'ng¢ 7" é’ %fg%u&f;
Owner or Operator /;Q b?‘ AR e ::Zf, Lt ?:.;,-& 'wﬂ"“‘-‘ﬁ»;“‘l

/,Z A Sl S as, FIre.

Bl

é""\-.z

Address

Filing Information

File System

File No..

This chart to be used for gallons of gas-
oline required per month.

A r o el

Mine Location

ey due

€2 Lol / ilbers

(check X)
Production. / Development.......... ; Financing........- ; Sale of mine
. Experimental (sampling) ....----- ; Owner’s occasional trip...... 5

Other (SPECIfY) icoarmmmmemeecamcemcemesenees

PRODUCTION: Past and Future.

Approx. tons last 3 months

Approx. present rate per 3 months = ...

Anticipated rate next 3 months

If in distant future check (X) here oreriiceeenes

EQUIPMENT OPERATED:
Quantity or

Miles or Hours

Gallons Required

. Type Horse ﬁlower Per Month Per Month
Personal Cars L/’) / ;/-"@* ”?"‘" g’.ﬂ Py

Light or Service Trucks ...

Ore Hauling Trucks

Compressors

Other Mine or Mill Eqpt.

PRODUCT PRODUCED OR CONTEM] ATED: Name metals or minerals.
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¥r, W.P§Hinkley; “Fage (7)

raragraph I4,0f wy contract would not let we as a dealer or cus tor miller inev.e:
my price for handling tungsten aboWe the charge made previous to the increasex
in price to qualified producers,therefore 1 hgd to pass on to them all the
venefita off the price increase;and had I known for gure that 1 would be penalize
for impurities on delivery of the comcentratea so bought and paid for I gertaini
would not bave spent uwy time and operated my plant pluss the investmoutl of more
than fifty thousand dollars wost of whieh I borrowed from the bank and jaid

interest om,and had to wait for wore tham three months for settlement after I
had made deliver¥ to keR.C.

1 further igvested more than two thousand dollars in equipment to take care of

ineresscd production when shortly after that my conctract was cancelled with
WeReCo ‘ ’

i wWaw never adviséd‘from the signing of my contract till the time I recievd AZ
settlements ,on the shippments that I made that nothing had been done as to the
impurity clause,but was penalized to the tune of § 30637.,98 and it iw this

awount that I feel is due me,not mentionimng the other investments I made to hel
on the tungsten program.

Un final settlement I recieved less than I had paid for the eoneentrates which
1 delivered pluss all ny time and overhead expense,my handling charges having

been inereased by higher wages,and costs for supplies above my old sehedule for
handling tungsten.

There is no way now for we to make up this loss by continuing in business as a
dealer in tungsten because the price for tungsten is so low that all tungsten
producers have c¢losed the mines they were operating,and as I am getting to the
age where I must let down ,on hard work it ie rather hard to think that ny
effort has beewm in vain as to the support of my family. :

i have tried to give you the picture as fully as pousible,and if there reméinss
anything not fully explained I will cheerfully try to give you any further
information desired,

I will appreciate your sincere oonsideratiop in this case and trust that it wee
with your approvale

Very sineerely yours,

Be Fernstrom



December 2, 1943

N - -

Pima County Local Board No. 2
W. E. Barnum, Chairman
Pederal Building

Tucson, Arizona

_Dear Mr. Barnum: -

In reply to your request for information on occupational status of
Lester Gaven Fernstrom, order No. 2962, this department furnishes the -
following information:

Mr, Fernstrom is engaged with his father, Elmer P‘/nstrom of Fernstrom and
Company, Tueson, in the production of tumgsten ore ‘and concentrates.\ This
company is and has baen operating the Las Gui jas Mine near Arivacs under
supervision of L. G, Fernstrom and has recently purchased the General Elec-
tric Mine in the same vicinity, both tungsten properties. Work i3 in
" progress now to instafl a new rough concentrator there to replace the
limited facilitd#es hitherto existing for the preparation of a rough tungsten
concentrate which is and has been cleaned to market specifications in the
Tucson plant operated by the company. This company is now the largest
producer of tungsten concentrates in Arizona since the closing down of
the Boriana plant in Mobave County. ' Production is marketed under contract
with Metals Reserve Company and General Electric Company. The product
is essential to the war effort and in view of the existing plants to
materially expand prqduetion, this departmeu’s recomends that, pending the
ou‘tcm, 00 change be made in status quo. :

Yours very truly,

George A. Ballam
Assistant to the Director

GAB:JES |



LOS ANGELES OFFICE

: - £ 5948 TucsaoN

FERNSTROM & CO. W

INDEPENDENT DEALERS IN TUNGSTEN ORE AND CONCENTRATES

ANTIMONY - VANADIUM
GENERAL OFFICE ano SAMPLING PLANT AT CONCENTRATOR
aND WAREHOUSE 164 SOUTH MAIN STREET MILL ARG MINE
841 DUCOMMUN ST.

‘ ARIVACA, ARIZ.
FuonE MuTuaL 7115 TUCSON, ARIZONA 6/24/1943

lir, Je3¢Coupal ‘
413 Home Builders Bldg,
Fhoenix, arizona.

Dear Lr., Coupal:?

Enclosed you have the form filled out as Per your requedt,

I might mention also that I have heen able to get a satisfactory setup
with Lietals Reserve,after a lot of writing and arguing.

For the information of the pay dirt readers I want them to
know that I want all the tungsten concentrates that I can get not only in
Southern Arizona,but from anywhere there is any produced as I am getting
shiprments now from all of Arizona as well as some from New llexico,Texas
Nevada and other statas ag well.

1y cleaning plant is operating at about % capacity so I
can handle a2 lot more than I have beeun Yecieving thus far,

No lots bared big or small,

Yours very truly,

TAA

“e LIy trome




May 25, 1943

Memorandum

To: J. S. Coumal
Prom: R. T. Zrown
subject: Tungsten

Mr. Fernstrom who ownsg and operates the tungsten
cleaning nlant at Tucson stopned in Prescott today
on his way to the Camn Wood and Rlack Pearl tungsten
mining districts. He informed me that he had spoken
briefly to vou on his way through Phoenix. As you
may already %how, he has just returned from a thoroughly
disgusting session in Washington D. C. The results
of bureaucratic red tave, in this instance, will Dbe
the licuidation of the only small lot tungsten buyer
in the state. Nr. Fernstrom is definitely "getting out”
of ore buying.

He has, however, sone idle tungzgsten milling
equionent in the southern vart of the state waich
he would like to set up and out in operatlion wherever
14 would do the most good. He was very much interested
in the nossibilities offered in the Camp Wood and
Black Pearl districts. He mentioned shioments of
stream-washed tungsten received from up there. The
material was all in nuzget form, with little or no
fines, and narticularly nigh grade. It seems to me
fhat such an occurrence might well indicate the
existence of tungsten volacer ground in that area
amenable to beneficlation by a milling overation such
as Mr. Fernstrom would be vrevared to set uwo.

P W o
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SUBJECT: Tungsten v
Fernstrom & Coe

Was with Fernstrom practically all day with Carlisle, D'Autremond,
Gustafson, etc, and think he is happye

He went back on the plane tonighte. lie had to compromise a lot of

things, but he gets his 30,00, I feel sure we have made a good
~ friend. : '

W, C. Broadgate



Washington, D.C.
May 12, 1943

SUBJECT: Tungsten,
Fernstrom, v~
Metals Reserve igency project

T talked to H. Deliitt Smith and Carlisle about thiSe.. as idmxwx Carlisle
wrote you, there will be no trouble that we can see about fixing Fernstrom /
UDe '

I have made an appointment for us tomorrow for 10:30. He arrived this afternoon.

Bill Broatfigate



" DEPT. MINERAL RESQy 84
J‘anua]_‘y 2 9’ 19453!':;—1-:’u?r7{ Vw?

gten purchase
gtation

MEMORANDUM i JAN 28 1943
: 1'oMAHernstrom & Co.) &

PHO

Tos Director, Dept. Mineral Resources lg.
Trom: George A. Ballam

Ternstrom has had some correspondence with Tungsten Branch,
1letals Reserve Co,, relative to setting up tungsten purchasing
agency in Tucson.

e says he is perfectly willing to assume this work, bub not
on the proposed lines, whereby it will be necessary for him to finance
himself, He does not want to have say $10,000 of his own money tied
up in ore or concentrates during processing, He wants to know whether
he can operate with a working fund of government money as do the other
agencies,

This seems to be his only objection to the proposed plan,
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